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[jrOR T^ SJ&LECT EBVlfeWS.] 

A Treatise on the Law of War, translated from the original Latin of Cornelius Van 
Bynkevahof^ l^eiag the first book of his QuafStioaes Jui:|s PubUci^ with Notes. By 
Petejr Stephen 0u(ioiie«a«, Counsellor at Law iti the Supreme Court of the United 
State* of AlfMstea. 8ve. pp. 91% FartMid and Nicholas. FhilaAelphia. 18ia 

THIS rtiasi5er!y treatise is ano; skill and enterprise of our merchants 

and citizens at large, preeminently 
enterprising and intelligent as they 
are, have been incessantly directed. 

When the British government, in 
1805, threatened to enforce what 
they chose to summon from the vasty 
deep as the rule of 1756, the Ame- 
rican nation unanimously raised its 
voice against the aggression; and 
from all the seaport towns addresses 
poured in upon the administration, 
signed without distinction of party, 
calling upon the intervention of go- 
vernment to ward off this insidious 
and destructive blow. The address- 
es from Boston and Baltimore, which 
were ascribed to Mr. Gore and Mr* 
Pinkney, were, above all others, 
distinguished for the power of argui* 
meht, and animation of language, 
with which they maintained the at- 
titude of opposition it became us 
to assume on th^t conjuncture. And 
the present president of the United 
States, then secretary of state, also 
taking^ up the pen, and devoting X6 



ther, and most distinguishjed refuta- 
tion of the calumnies ftung from all 
Quarters of Europe, but particularly 
Iroiu Great Britain, on the literature 
of the United States of America. 
The immense resources of this 
country for foreign ti*ade, and its 
supposed inability for foreign war, 
have given such' a spread and turn 
to its toreign relations, as to render^ 
maritime and political law, and par- 
ticularly the conflicting pretensions 
of war and neutrality, objects of 
especial attention and pursuit ; ob- 
jects, which it seems, are to be at- 
tained by acuteness only, without 
the corroboration of force, involving 
perpetual diplomatick as well as pri- 
vate controversies, indefinitely diver- 
sified, and infinitely magnified, by 
the astonishing nadonal alterations 
that have taken place since our en- 
trance upon the theatre of sovereign 
States; and to which, therefore, all 
the talents of our statesmen, all the 
ingenuity of oUr lawyers, alt the 
Vol. v. a 
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this momentous subject a gi:eater 
portion of time thaa any other indU 
vldual bad.bestowed, soqn after pub* 
Ushed his examination of the BrhiaJi 
doetnne, in a pamphlet^ containing 
a very profound and temperate itis- 
cussion^of the question; in which he 
took occasion to. recommend this 
treatise of Bynkerskoek^ as the most 
able and impartial repository of the 
law of nations. To tl»B publicist 
and lawyei^, indeed, that recommea«^ 
dation was nc^ necessary; for, though 
buried In a dead language, and a 
bad translation, yet in one or other 
i»f those shapes, this excellent trea- 
tise was to bje Sound in most of their 
libraries. But consideiing the vast 
importance of being able, at a mo- 
ment's warning, to arm ourselves 
with an authority of the first im* 
pression, whose learning and good 
sense have stamped upon his work a 
sterling weight and value universal- 
ly recognis^, and whose learning 
and good sense, though proof alike 
against bias ajid antipathy, have 
fOBide him favourable to neutrals» 
and the champion of neutral rights, 
we rejoice wi^h an exceeding great 
joy to meet him in a form so tangi- 
ble,, plain, and pleasing as the pre- 
sent ti^anslation; which brings his 
worth home to all men's bosoms^ 
whey%er learned or laymen, and pla* 
ces hi^ redoubtable truncheon with- 
in. the grasp of every the shallowest 
politician that ever grapples with £M 
ajcgument. .: . 

In no part of the world is the stu- 
dy of the law of nations so general 
and jessential as in this country. lo 
no other part have so much pains 
been taken to make it a law funda- 
mental and^ supreme^ and, let the 
prejudices of .Europe sneer as they 
inay, in. m part is it so well under- 
stood or so rigidly adhered to. The 
constitution of the Am«^^rican admi.» 
ralty courts is such as to promise 
greater . justice anil unifocmity, : in 
the .dispensation of i^temational law, 
than can be expected f^bm any other 
slmilai' tribunals^ because^ the jjudges 



are independent in their tenures of 
office, the law of nations is express^ 
ly enjoined upon them by the cofv> 
stitutton as a paramount rule of ao» 
•tion, appeals from their decisions Mp 
not to the executive magistracy,^ or 
any delegation of political authonty; 
nor is it possible for any admixtur<» 
of slate necessity or fleeting policy, 
to infuse itself into their proceed- 
ings. 

In England, where a system of 
municipal law, if not perfect in it<- 
self, is at least so ably and invariably 
administered, as to answer, pqrhapsi 
all the ends of the most perfect sys- 
tem, the organization of their admi- 
ralty courts is altogether poliucaJl; 
and though politicks are a very gene* 
ral study in England, it is hardly 
conceivable how little, till very 
lately, that most noble and useful 
department of iurijsprudence, in 
which the law of nations is depo- 
sited, was . explored or exhibited. 
Such men as sir William Scott, who 
unite prqfoujid and elegant erudition 
with d^ly practice and long expe- 
rience, seem to prefer, as Sallust 
says of the early Romans, optumus 
quisque facere, quam dicere; sua ab 
aliis benefacta laudari, quam ipse 
aliorum narrare malebat: That they 
shQuId perform, and others report 
their performances, tha^ to apply 
their talents for the benefit of poste- 
rity. Hence the elenvents of this 
superipur science remain to this 
hour, untilled by English hands; and 
amidst the abundance of their soil 
in productions of municipal law, the 
law of nations lies barri^n {uid un» 
cultivated. Some ages ago, indeed) 
J^ouch struck in with his clumsy 
spade, and barely turned up the 
ejwth; and nearer to our times, Lee^ 
pilfering the ga.rdens of Bynker- 
shoek, and disfiguring what he had 
rudely gathered, passed it for . his 
Own. But Zouch has got to the high* 
est shelf, where the dust lies thick- 
est, whence he is never taken down-, 
not even for a reference or citationi 
but reposes with the rest of the 
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lie'cessftfy^ « mdnomeiitat mockety/' 
of a librarjr. And ^ith Lee, as we 
thall have freqiient occasion for him 
in the course' of our review, wc 
seize this the earliest opportnnity of 
breaking gronnd, by declaring une- 
quivocally, 9ana fi/irase^ that i^ithout 
understanding his subject, his author 
or himself, he had the (not uncom* 
mon) Impudence to put off a spu^ 
rious and incomplete plagiarism 
from Bjrhkcrshoek, as an original 
^ork of his own, which base im- 
pression continued current 'from the 
period of its emission, in 1759, until 
1863, When a setond edition waft 
published [Mr. Lee, we suppose, 
being then no more] in which it ia, 
e?en then, only half acknowledged 
to be <* an entar^d' translation oi 
the' principal part of Bynkershoek's 
Quaestiones Juiitf P^blici:*' 

The princi^l ^luse of this defect 
in English learning, we presume to 
ascribe to the limned acquaintance 
4»f most English lawyers; jurists, and 
statesmen, witli the languages, iti 
- Which the most celebrated and recog- 
nised wOrks on the law of nations 
are written. The English are as 
itemarkable for their proficiency in 
the dead, as for their deficiency in 
ttie living languages. There are, 
(perhaps, no bodies of individuals in 
tiic world, so conversant with Greek 
and Latin, as the parliament and bar 
of Great Britain; nor any containing 
such a number, among whom there 
is so large a proportion unacquain- 
ted with Italian, French, Spaniah> 
German and Dutch; few of whom 
enjoy the advantages of even a par- 
tial intimacy wi^ those sources of 
intelligence,' each one of which^ 
without disparaging the inestimable 
benefits of a knowledge of the clas- 
sick tofigue^, opena a new and inex- 
haustible realm of learning; causes, 
(as Charles V. is reported to have 
said) a man to<be bom anew, and 
sheds on him more practical and 
profiuble information, than the most 
profound emditicHi in the lore of 
«itiquity. The eontempt witli which 



the Bnglish regard all foreign na- 
tions and idioms, and the insur* 
mountable subdinsions of employ- 
ment which prevail among them, 
restricting each individual to a pre- 
cise avocation, have also conspired 
to exclude them from any excellence 
of attainn&ent in the law of nations, 
which happens to belong to no par- 
ticular profession (for even the ad- 
miralty courts are but the satellites 
of war) and is mostly to be found in 
foreign, living languages. Though 
there is not, strictly speaking, 4 
single treatise on this subject^ li^ 
English^ so very numerous ar^ the 
writers upon it, on the continent of 
Europe, that a German has' filled 
two volumes with a mere account 
of these books, tracts, and disser- 
tations, which are published with 
the title of (< Literature of the Law 
of Nations.' 

It was reserved for an American 
lawyer to present us with a correct 
and acceptable English translation 
of Bynkershoek, elucidated, and a- 
dapted to the present enlarged 
sphere of political science, by a 
body of notes, the offspring of ex- 
tensive reading, sound judgment, 
great experience, and especially ex- 
cellent acquirements in the pardcti- 
lar subjects investigated; in which, 
where applause is due, either to 
foreign nations or ourselves, it is 
bestowed with an even measure; and 
where cen8:aTe is provoked, it is in 
like manner laid on with an impar- 
Ual hand, not regarding where it 
may fall; throughout which a genu- 
ine American spirit isiassMed and 
inculcated, and associated with those 
correct expositions <^ the law of na- 
tions, thslt are at the satiie time the 
aim and ornament of the original 
work, and the policy, and vital in* 
terest of this country. Accordingly, 
the world, and particularly the En- 
glish community, now have in ]?yn- 
kershoek an author of superiour abi- 
Ihies, discussing principles formed 
and familiarized in Ms mind by edu- 
cation, and' his professions by deep 
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study, lo^g^pmpticc, 9^d upbi^fspd. 
judicial experience; whQse statioi^i. 
talents, and character pi »ced. Hm 
above the copimpn levelof cx)inin6a 
prejudices; who did not publish^ tilj. 
time and reflection had matured his^ 
researches; who unites a laudable' 
love of equity with a due portion /of, 
that hardy, mental temperament,, 
which is indispensable to an impar- 
tial commentator on laws and usages 
not generally known, and conBider-^ 
aljly contested; whose work appear^ 
e^ at an a^e when .the law of na- 
tions, the rights of neutrality, and 
the pretensions of war wer/e less 
involved and expanded than thfy are 
at present; and th^ fruits pf whose 
labours have been hith.erto locked 
up in the almost Impervious recesses 
of a, dead language, invisible t;o the 
general eye, when once partially 
shown, miserably mutilated, and; 
ftee of access only to scholars and 
civilians. . In his American transla- 
tor we have a successour (as h^ m«.y 
riot improperly be entitled) to By n- 
kershoek^s qualification s, living in, 
an age when all the points of wjfiich 
his aiithor treats, have been vastly 
enhanced in importance; in a coun-- 
try removed from the despotisms, 
which lie with an iron sway, in Eu-, 
rope, on both actions and opinion^;, 
whefe, from the bosom of. ^ pj'p^* 
perous neutrality, the controvier^ies, 
XhBi agitate the wqrld,' may be 4is«, 
passionately suryeyed;, of whpse law,- 
the laiy of nations is a fundamp)^!^ 
part; whose . citizepsi from t^very! 
motive of interest and ambition, je., 
moiument an^ pride, are inc^*saiiUy^ 
striving to fearnVand to tqach^ to^ 
improve, e x tend, ' an4 render per-.~ 
nianent, thatl^w; among whom Mr.^ 
Duponceavi is distinguished fof ha- 
ving made this subject his, peculiar, 
study and employment; for .having^ 
adorned his library with the ipos^. 
celebrated treatises in tLe various 
languages^ that, are d edicated U> itf.. 
8pr nis uncommonly extensive and 
accurate knowledge, of those various 
Ismgua^eS) and consequently for his 



c5onapicii^oijs.ap(i^aupt5rbv}r cap^iity, 
fqr niaui^ng a,n4 displayyig sucji %. 
sjiibjiegt t5 the greatest advanla^e'^ 
wjjp" does not hastily transmute the 
treasures of his information iato.the. 
first stipend, that is offered by a^ 
bookseller; but purified by time and] 
repeated revision from the inevita-. 
ble crudities and imperfections of a. 
first impression, 

J^^t^tnsL verstite mattu, .v^rsUe dtiirn»» - 
2^d at a. proper season given to the 
pubjick, {rqvfi a noble desire to, 
ii|8tru^t,» and the geaeroub ambition 
of m hom&\ fame* 

^^t such a prfsis :as the present/ 
when o^one side t^e imperial rulers 
of the earthj.iand the Igrds pf the. 
« ambitiwis opean" o^ the ptber^i 
arp like tlie Heathen godsj waging* 
their « high ei^gcnidered battles,"; 
without any reg^ to the rights cxf 
ojther pQvr^f s, who : by . side-blcws 
a^r^ crjush^ ii) |he desperate conflict;: 
whe^.the United. 3tate}| in particu*. 
lar \y^h9 alone. froi» their remote-*, 
nes^, h^ve bf^n saved A*om<l^!^ti'*i^^ 
tion, ar^ m^jde. thfi .ai^vil -of a. new: 
and incompariably .trenxen<^as a[ipli«.^ 
cation vf l)QStility, called belligi^renti 
retaUatioA» wbo^ strokes, ^Uin^- 
for the f¥H>st pai*t wide of their aim, 
if not levelled at, at ai^y rate light 
i|pon us, driving law, right, and 
neutrfiiity ont of vievy,. it is peouli- 
airly gratifyixig to liave such a shieM 
a« Bynkershaek, butmshed by si|ch. 
a nis^ter as Duppn^e^n. It is in fe«t- 
sp rare, .w^ .i»ay say unexampled,' 
tg juw^eta inodera jj^ist, diseu^sing^ 
t))e augf}! topick^ of the law. of na-- 
ti|Etfis,.wkh cfBpdpUi*, learning, 'andr 
dispassipnate)>es9, without spme pal* 
t^ preiu€lice or ^bs^rd antip^thyv 
tbM w« are,r^4y to haiJi sUQh>{^ wri* 
ter, ^s we would a ppwe.r&ij p^cifi-t** 
ca^or after nu^ny years ofcommQ^iui 
aij^d blopdsb<^4} .vh% dispensing the: 
S4^epte»t influence .ov^ benig|ite4 
9fk4 infw«ated. ^mpirfis, 'm a voice 
c^ authority commands peace amt; 
easo9. . , 

In^ revi^?ying UrUCli a work, it. 
would be presumptuo^$ to assume 
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the ifiQctions of domiileeriiig ^iiti*> 
^ism. In this era qF universal rest«i 
le&sness, revolution, and uaurpatiotiy 
criiLcks, like oth^r usurpers, have 
enthroned themselves^ on the high 
seats of spoliation, from whence 
they presuine to pass sentence, 
iDOstlf of damnation ^and combus- 
tion, sometimes of cohl and dignir 
£ed approval, on the lords and mo- 
narchs of inters, beings . gpeatlf 
their superiours, who, worsted by 
the perversion -of the tinges, are for- 
ced to submit to tlieir d^ciftion. For 
«s, we have no such pretensions. 
Vi^ithoQt wishii)]^ tamake new books 
tfie mere vehicles for obtruding 
upon the pubiick our own dogmas and 
prepossessions; but sincerely deu- 
rous of rendering ourselves strictly 
ancillary to their purposes, to be 
their « honest chronicler,"* and with 
a fair annunciation of their merits 
and demerits, to leave them to the 
judgment of their readers, we enter 
upon the present examination, in- 
tending to avoid, as much as may 
be, without confusion, all points of 
m6re politicks, and of mere munici- 
pal jurisprudence; and directing our 
inquiries to the great, interesting 
questions of intemauonai law. 

CHAPTER I. 

The first chapter treats of the de- 
finition and nature of war; a x>arti- 
cular of no gi'eat interest to most 
readers; for though it is of moment 
with an author to simplify and reduce 
to some precise test, those ideas, from 
which he sets, out, and which are 
afterwards to be enlarged upon in 
more various examination, yet none 
but a student, and very seldom a 
itnere reader^ pays much aittenti<m 
to this preliminary. 

At the very tlureshold of our in- 
quiry we are called upon to contrast 
the clear style and correct version 
o£ Mr. Duponceau, rwith the awk-' 
ward and bluaderiBg translation of 
Lee: of which, that there may be no 
4oubt^ we beg leave to set before 



mr. readers the original and- bdtli 

translati(^s. Bellum est eorum, qui 
su« potestatis sunt, juris sui perser 
quendi ergo, concertatis per nm vet 
dolum.* After citing the definitiotis 
of Cicero and Grotius, as if he took 
them from those authors respective- 
ly, and n0t lis he found them ia 
Bynkershoek, Lee proceeds: ^ But 
Mr. Bynkershoek, an author of great 
reputation, has given a much fullcA 
and I think, more perfect, definition 
of war, which, he saya, is a contest 
between independent •ovtrHgns^vAn, 
are ther^Qre entitled to pursue 
their own just rights by foi«e, or by 
artifice."! Which uncandid and dis- 
ingenuous copy has not the bare me* 
rit of being correct; but is, in seve- 
ral respects, untrue and absurd. Eo- 
rum qui suas potestatis sunt, is trans- 
lated into independent ssvereignM: 
whereas it plainly means only inde- 
pendent fieraonsi which is clearly 
shown, immediately after, by tiie 
author himself, who adds ^ iuv<| 
nempe gentium, sive Bingulorum ho^ 
mtnumr The word " ergo" in thia 
definition means " for the sake of,** 
as Mr. Duponceau gives it; but Lec^ 
plunging along, translates it ^there- 
fore;" thus turning a de&nitiQ% 
which of course should not argue,^ 
into a ridiculous enthymem. Let us. 
now hear Mr. DuponcBau. ^ War vL 
a contest carried on between inde-^ 
pendent person}^ by forcey or frau4» 
for the sake of asserting tbein 
rights." 

Peiiiaps, to exclude the idea of a. 
duel, <^ bodies" might be substitute^ 
with advantage for « persons:" but 
in the face of such authorities we 
even suggest with great deference. 
One of the best definitions we know 
of, not of wai^ but its opposite, peace;, 
in which succinctness of expression 
and fulness of matter are best combi- 
ned,is an incidental definition by Sal* 
liist; wixo calls peace «otium ferocis,*' 
the cessation of hostilities; or leisure 
from that state of barbarian, un- 
tamed conflict, which seems to b^ 



* Bynkershoek. f Lee. 
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ttoTt tli<in evef naturaJ to man, boUt 
civtiized and ttavage; which, as ttujl 
expression intimates, is tlie grand 
bu^ness of life; for which all 
previous peace is but a period of 
preparation, and all subsequent re* 
pose but a breathing spell tend inac- 
tion; to the carrying on of which 9i 
▼ast majority of civilized men are 
regularly educated; amd concerning 
which state!»»en and publicists have 
composed their finest disseitations. 
The great powers of refined Europe< 
seem to be so bent on tiie perfection 
erthis state of nature, that all their 
efforts are exerted to ' 

** Read and deracinate 
Tlie unity and* marrkni cahn of states;" 

who seem to have decreed a divorce 
i mensa, thoro et vinculis, and to 
have executed articles of perpetual 
strife and separation. 

CHAPTEKII. 

Whether civilized nations are 
bound to declare war, is another of 
the cjuestions involved in the gene- 
neral doctrine of the law of nations, 
which, however proper to be dis- 
cussed in this chapter, and some- 
times handled by statesmen, is not 
much to the purpose of our main 
inquiry. Perhaps Bynkcrshoek leaves 
It on its best footing, viz. that they 
eught, but arc not boimd, to pro- 
mulgate a solemn annunciation. If, 
like Ida^s and Talthybius, the sa- 
fered heralds in the Iliad, or the fe- 
cial messengers of the Romans, mo- 
demambaissadburs could not only de- 
clare, ' but • suspend and terminate 
wars, this point would become in-i 
teresting to us alL But as the pro- 
c1amation«i and Thahifestos, -which 
generally precede or attend -imodent 
hostilities, are intended to give po- 
pularity at home, hot note of Jil^epa- 



ration abroad, as many wars of late 
hare stolen out in undeclared, unac- 
knowledged trespasses, and some in 
clandestine wrongs, perpetrated with 
one hand and denied with the othel*; 
it will be as well not to embarrass 
the practical u&ages of states, with 
contests about these subsidiary in^ 
tidents; but leaving them for thc^ 
introductory chapters of civiSanis, t# 
receive the declaratictoa' of war, as^' 
in" spite -of our reasoninjg, they ge-* 
neraliy will comevfroni the ada- 
mantine throats of thundering artiP 
lery. . 7 

Without, therefore, any time spent 
upon thi^ head, we proceed to o- 
thers; merely taking occasion, It^ 
traiisitu, to point out a capital mis-J 
take of Mr. Bynkershoek*s printer. 
in this chapter, which is un suspect-; 
ingly adopted and propagated by^ 
Mr. Lee; and now, for the first time,* 
rectified by Mr. Duponceau. In thijs* 
second chapter Bynkershoek quote;8; 
a passage from Dion Chrysbstom^ 
where he says that wars are more fre- 
quently waged without previous de-' 
clarations; and in the following page^ 
evidently by a misprint, quotes th^' 
same passage in an opposite sense. 
But Leeyperceiving the dilemma, andf 
at a loss how to escape it, like aa 
experienced antiquarian, calls in the 
Greeks and Romans to his ai4i 
though Bynkershoek in this passage, 
makes no mention of them whatever;^ 
and asserts that they, as he under-, 
stands from Chrysostom afoi^esaidj. 
waged war for the most part by der 
claratlon— ^Zre, ^.21 . Duponceau, 
venturing to leave the Greeks and. 
Romans to themselves, and yet de- 
sirous of ebcplaining the seeming^. 
contradiction, inserts a note in which 
the whole difiliculty is satisfactori^ 
cleared up.* 



* ^ the original, this passage frorn D/on Chrifiettpmit Quote^ so as to meai^ that* 
v>ar i» mo§t frtquentiy declared ibella iniUcta Wt t» ni>M9^t tit piftritmtm) but from the 
context it appears evidently to have been an errour.of the press. The words of CAry- 
999tom are: itSxtfxot tit tiri *to fltx««-o? 'AKHPTKTOI yiyvnrtu. Wart are tno9t /reguentfy^ 
fnadevrtrntvT a pMick deehraHon, and so bur author traniAates them rtrf eorrectf^ 
s*hvc, page T- 
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CHAPTER III.~IV. 

The period when Bfnkershgek 
wrote may seem to Ue too raor 
dem for suppoitiog the right to de- 
stroy or enslave prisoners of war* 
Yet when we reflect on what arq 
(termed the rights of war> however 
shocking the principle may appear^ 
must it not be conceded as one of 
the incidents of that summum jus^ 
which, as . the translator propedy 
observes, is very near akin to 
barbarism i The custom of ex- 
' changing prisoners has 90 gene* 
-rally superseded those of enslaving 
and destroying them) and so many 
offices of civility and reciprocal 
kindness have been engrafted on 
Uie duties, so called, of war, that 
we have brought ourselves almost to 
believe,, that an enemy has no right 
over prisoners beyond that of deten- 
tion; an opinion undoubtedly un- 
founded, or the blood of Andri 
would rest oh the head of Washing- 
ton, and all the examples of reta- 
liating severity, which every wav 
visits on the conflicting parties^ 
would be nothing better than so ma- 
ay murders. Is not this seeming 
ameliqraion calculated to perpetu- 
ate bloodshed, by rendering war a 
sciencei full to be sur6 of peril and 
stratagem, but nevertheless contain- 
ed within ceit^in ascertained bounds, 
of wrong-doing, a captivating pror 
fession to tjbe young and ambitious, 
and the surest means of a bad miius- 
ter's support ? Would it not cop- 
tribute n^ore to the infrequency, and^ 
at least comparative* prevention of 
i»;a.rs, if their riglits w;ere exercised 
with J^s.mitigate4 rigour; and war- 
ring nations made to feel, in their 
direst effects^ the pressure apd pri- 
yations of that state of barbarism, of- 
savage nature, brute force, and 
suspended civilisation, which, after 
all that can be said, done, or writ- 
ten, ws^ is and ever \^ ill be f 

As regards property there is no 
dispute. Therefore, in the fpunh 
chapter, the author, taking it for 
granted that all things by con- 
quest ara converted to tjiie conquer^ 



pr*s Uftei ]Misses fin^ almost without 
Doticing this pi^inciple, to the sub« 
ordinate inquiry that fallows. 

A quari'el between LouTois and 
Le Notre, respecting lone of the win- 
dows in the. palace of Versailles, 
which Xx)uis the fourtjcenth found it 
necessary to quell, by reproving the 
former, instigated. . that mortified 
great minister of war to plunge his 
master in«o the endless hostilities 
that followed, by way of amusing 
his mind and securing his own place. 
And no.one contested the right to ra- 
vage and lay waste the Palatinate, 
however the unnecessary cruelty of 
that ferocious stroke of Louvois' poli- 
cy may be deprecated or detested. 
Henry the fifth, of England, during 
the battle of Aginpourt, did not he- 
sitate to put all his prisoners t» 
death, on the plea of necessity; nor 
do we doubt his rig/Uy though wc 
shudder at the deed. 

Let us not be understood to re- 
commend the poisoning of fountains^ 
or massacre of captives. But we do 
venture an opinion, in conformity, 
with the text before us,^ that nations, 
before they rush upon a state of war, 
should be prepared to endure its 
essential hardshi^ps. And. we do wish 
to be understood as reprobating 
those corrupt relaxations which have 
obtained lately between the great 
European belligerents, by \vhich the^ 
rigours of war ^o^e frittjered away as 
between themselves, ^and their whole . 
edge and operation, turned upon 
neutrals. We are not. anxious, at 
this time of day, to contiest, ad ova^ 
the rights of war; ov to assert that 
neutrals acquire iinm unities aot 
theirs in time of peace., But we must 
reprobate i^U corruptions, which tend 
to make a quasi peace between the 
beilige rents, and ;a quasi ^war be- 
tween them and neutrals; in whicly 
like a quarrelling man and wife, the. 
belligerehts coalesce to destroy tho, 
neutrel who inteiferes with his im- 
partial ussist^ice* It will be, per- 
ceived tliatft ip . advance of its pro-, 
per place, we are alluding to whalia 
«aUfii the Ucemse trade^ t)»fi| hasr 

uigiiizea Dy ■vliv^v^'i iV 
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{)v«fiiik4 Ittelf to so etiomHras nn 
■ttMunt* between France and Eti* 
inland, iiotwithjitaAding the Jlagra^ 
fion cft war; that monstrous anomaly 
in the usages of nations and laws ckT 
waPy which prohibits and confiscates 
a neutral for attempting what a bel- 
ligerent may perpetrate with impu- 
iiitf r and without disguise; that best 
knd boasted issue from the law of 
gleanings the only c»e we know of) in 
^which the supreme wants of neces- 
Mty-are' allowed to overcome the in* 
stk«ti<HKi of society. Let em^nres 
mttke peace when they can no long- 
«r bear the weight of war; or, at all 
eveQtSy let not the indefeasable and 
primary rights of neutrality fall a 
"vietink to the subs^uent and doubt* 
M aggressions of war, unless the 
iaftter are maintained with such ri« 
forous exactitude as to entitle belli- 
gerwxts^ to the rigorous exercise of 
dieir rights on neutrals. Let not the 
idenver claim both the bone and the 
&9h. 

To such, if any there be, who ad- 
vocate the right, ,a8 well as the po- 
licy of the late British orders, and 
Fre«ich decrees, we recommend 
what Bynkershoek, with an inde- 
p^denee €ji sentiment, aa iauda- 
Me, a^ his arguments are irre- 
sistable, urges against the Dutch 
decree of the 37th November, 1^66, 
and the FreiKh decree of the 1 7th 
September, 1673, which unnatural 
ebullitions o^ hostile anger he unhe- 
sitatingly disapproves, though they 
originated with his own government, 
localise without actual enforcement 
Aey were illegal and void; because 
diey Ibll alike on the innocent and 
Offensive: for, says this great and just 

^blicist, "R^tALIAflOir IS ONLY 
t^ tm EXERCISED OW lllAf WHO 
HAS COMMITTED THE INJURY, AND 
»0T ON* A COMMOI* FRIEND; AND 
HE, WHO HAS DOUE NO INJURY, 
OVOHT NOT, IN JUSTICE, TO SUF- 

FiftR.** Even Mr. Lee, not foreseeing 
the juncture that has arisen, ho- 
nestly declares that " commerce, by 
Ae/very nature of war, ceases be* 
#wee» powers at open enmity; 46rf^ 



would be tlbsurd' to supp«>se, tha€ 
any people would venture with their 
persons and gbods to places, where 
they were sure to have the one im- 
prisoned and the other confiscated; 
wherefijPe in d&claraHonf* of var^ 
and proclarnatfons which follow 
them, mutual commerce Is gene- 
rally fofbid." This retaliation*, of all 
measures of state necessity, is that to 
which the poet*s description of a 
monster, as applied by Bynkershoek 
to -state necessity in general j most 
emphatically belongs, 
•• Monstrum horrendum, informc, InkeDf^ 
cui lumen ademptnni.** 

In his 5th, 6th, 7tb, and 8th chap^ 
ters, Bynkershoek treats with hts 
usual talent and impartiality, of re- 
captures, of hostile territorial octUr 
pancy, of confiscations, and of hosti- 
lities in neutral ports or territories: 
and the translation proceeds witli 
the same spirit and accuracy. But 
we pass rapidly over these divisions^ 
to come to those of higher interest^ 
which follow, wherein the rights ot 
neutrality, as clashing with those o£ 
war, contraband, and blockade, are 
investigated. 

The fearful improvements of late 
years in the arts of war and de^ 
stniction, which have distinguishei 
the old world, both by sea and land; 
and tlie no less prodigious growtJl 
of commercial prosperity and mari* 
time enterprise, proceeding from the 
new, have forced the conflicting doc- 
trines of both war and neutrahty in- 
to so many new views, that it is mat- 
ter of curious speculatipn to exa- 
mine the pure but little fountsdns, 
from which they rose, and^ from 
whence they have now spread over 
the whole face of the globe. From 
the author before us, one of the 
most copious and unadulterated of 
these sources, we perceive that the 
time is not very distant when sol- 
diers were not comprehended in the 
list of contraband, that has lately 
swelled to such an enormous roll; and 
that those same powers, which now 
inhibit the shipment of an ounce of 
lead or a coil of cordage, as a vio* 

uigiiizecf Dy -v-j v-zv^pt i\^ 
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Wt. breach of the rights of winr^-^ 
formerly did not pre&ume to com*' 
plaiHf when m^n, of fiesh aad bk>pd, 
a^d equipped with ai*in») were trans* • 
ported tp ^ght io the ar:ri^y of oi)e> 
belligerent againfit another. Neiitra-i. 
hty had Tiot ev^n a name. Language ; 
had no term to ej^press it; not l>e-- 
cause it did not e;sist, but bepause ' 
its immunities were so very iatitu-** 
djnary, as to be almost coextensive r 
with the super]B.uiti^s, which a na-- 
tion at peace could furnish toQite.at. 
war. 

** I call seutrals fnow Aw^m.*] those 
who take part with neitlier of the belUge- 
»eftt -powew, and who are not bound to 
either by any alliance. If they are so . 
bound, theiy ace no longer neutrals, bat ' 
allies. • Qroiiut ■ has called then) iiii^le - 
men Imdii} L 3. D£ /. jB. ac P. c. 9. . 
Of tbe^ it is asked what is lawful for > 
then) to do or not do between two belli- 
gerent parties ? Erery thinpTi perhaps it 
wHl be waid; that it was lawRil for them 
to do or to: omit doing when they were all 
at peace; for the state of war does not ' 
s^ra to extend farther than to those who 
are at war with each other. Does reaaon 
require, will you say, that the enemies of 
OQR friefKls should be considered as our 
own enemjes ? if not, why shall not our 
friends car^y to their fnefids> though they 
be our enemies, those thinga which they, 
were in the habit of carrying to them be- 
fpre ? nay, arros^ men, and every tiling 
clacl It militates, indeed, against our 
awn advanta^, but we are not consider- 
ing wlMit i» advantageous, but what is rea- 
sopable. Tlte iaj.ury suffered is alonst the 
cause of the war, and it is evident that 
that injury has no effect beyond the person 
of irim who has suffered it, except, that 
if he is a-prince, it extends also to all his 
eabjects, but net to those who are not sub- 
ject to his 'dcNninlon. Whence it must 
follow, that my friend's enemy is not my 
eoemy, but that tlie friendship between 
us subsists precisely as it did before the 
war. 

« We find that the counsellors of the 



state9*generd adopted thit ddctrlne, when 
on the od of March 1640, tlie states !••" 
sued an edict on their report, declaring, 
that agreeably ttt anciet^ cii9tQm and to t/id^ 
Icfw of neuti^ality, it was lawful for neuttbU 
to fight for us or for our enemies as tlity 
wight think proper And when the Spa^. 
niarjdsji on the 30ih of March 1639, issued 
an edict declaring that if any of the peo- 
ple of Liege had enlisted in the service of. 
the states-general, they should retura 
within one month, liaving first taken an 
oath that the>' would no more fii^ht against 
Spain or the h'oute of Austria, otherwise, 
every pardon would be denied tft them, ».- 
similar edict was made in I'^taUation txa 
the 3d of March 1640, in the name of the 
states-general, of which t reraeiiiber that, 
it was to be in force a» long as that of 
Spain, which, in the Said edict of the Sd 
of March 1640, was represented as an in- 
novation, entirely devoid of rbaaiOR, and 
stignpatized in Uiese words: ^antmream- 
sonable edict — tnch njovelty and imreatwta*. 
blene89 — so long" as the Spaniards ahull con^ 
tinue in force their unreasonable edict, he* 
Siich also was the opinion of certain 
Dutch citizens, expressed in the states of 
Holland, on the a6th of February 4684, 
when they urged the sending of auxiliary: 
troops to the Spaniards, to be employed 
against the French, which the^' said could, 
be done without injury to the peace then 
subsisting with France: SaM pace et ami- 
citiS citm Francis, 

** And indeed, what I have just now 
said is not only conformable to reason, but . 
to tlie usage admitted by almost all na* 
tions. For altliough it be lawful for us tQ 
cany on trade with the enemies of our 
fj-iends, usage has so ordered it, as 1 shall 
show more at large in the next chap- 
ter, that we should not assist either of 
them with those things by which the war 
against our friends may be carried on. It 
is . therefore unlawful to caiTy to either 
party those things which aj*e necessary 
in war, such as canfton, arms, and what 
is most essentially useful, soldiers; nay, 
soldiers ai-e positively excepted by the 
ti^aties of various nations, and sometimes 
. also materials for building ehips^ whiebr 
might be used, against our frieitds^ have 
been excepted. Provisions lil^ewiae are 



■• It k remarkable that there are no words in the Latin language which precisely 
answer to the English expressions, «e«*r«/, neuiraiity; iov neutr^tUs, netitralitast wiiicU 
are used by some nrnderti writers, are barbarisms^ not to be met with in any classical' 
author. These make use of the words ameij metHi, paeati,. which are very inadequate ' 
to, express what we understaid by neutrals, and they have no substantive whatever* 
(that we know of) fcr neutrality. We shall not here inquire ipto Uie cause of thisde-- 
ficiency. Such an inquiry woufd carry us too far, and does not comport with the object 
of tliiswork. '*' T. ^ . 
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6flen excepted; wTien the enemies are be. 
*ieged by our friends, or are •therwiae 
pressed by faimne. The law has very pro* 
periy forbidden our supplying^ the enemy 
tfrith any of those things; fer it would be, 
as it were, making war agunst our friends. 
Therefore if we consider the belligerents 
merely as our friends, ^e may lawfully 
carry on trade with them, snd carry to 
them any kind of merchandise, but if we 
consider them as the enemies of our 
friends, tliose merchandises must be ex- 
cepted, by means of which they might 
injure those friends; and this i-eason is 
Wronger than the former; for in whatever 
manner we may assist one against the 
ot^r, we do interfere in the war, which 
irnot consistent with the duties of neu- 
trality. From these reasons may be seen 
which i>ad the most justice on its side, the 
edict of the Spaniards of the 30th of 
March 1639, or that of the states-general 
of the 3d of March, 1640, of both of 
which I have spoken above.*' 

As respects contraband, Bynker* 
dhoek is very explicit and very rea- 
sonable. In truth, it is not his least 
merit, that, without seeming tcu con- 
cede any thing to either, party, he 
mostly recommends that medium, 
-which ought to be unobjectionable 
to both. 

•* tt is denied that the subject of an 
ally or confederate, trading with a com- 
mon enemy, may be punished by us, or 
Ms property condemned; because it is 
said that every one is bound only to obey 
the laws of bis own sovereign, and there- 
fore that an ally can have no control 
over him. Bat reason, usage, and publick 
utility, are opposed to tliat decision." 

But the belligerent assertion, 
which by its enormity, has swallow- 
ed: up ail others, is that of blockajde; 



a principle, in itself so plain, that' 
two unprejudiced minds can hardljf 
differ about it. Yet it is the construe* 
tlve extension of this principle, so 
clear when confined to its legitimate 
bounds, so clearly a wrong when ex- 
ceeding them, that has unhinged the 
established laws and usages of na*- 
tions and of ages. Bynkershoek, in 
the main, supports those sentiments, 
that are most prevalent on this 
point, for the theory is too plain for 
a cavil. 

" I have said in a former chapter, that 
by the usage .of nations, add according to 
the principles of natural reason, it is not ' 
lawful to carry any thing to places that 
are blockaded or besieged. Grotius is of 
the sande opinion; for be reprobates the 
carrying any thing to blockaded or be- 
sieged places, * if it should impede the 
execution of the belligerent's lawful de- 
signs; and if the carriers might have 
known of the siege or blockade, as in the 
case of a town actually invested or a pott 
closely blockaded, and when a surrender 
or a peace is already expeeted to take 
place.** Indeed, it is sufficient that there 
be a siege or blockade to make it unlawful 
to carry any thing, whether contraban4 
or not, to a place thus circumstanced; 
for those who are within may be compel- 
led to surrender, not merely by the direct 
application of force, but also by the want 
of provisions and other necessaries. 11^ 
thecefore, it should be lawful to carry to 
them what they are in need of, the belli- 
gerent might thereby be compelled tjO 
raise the siege or blockade, which woul^ 
be doing him an injury, and therefore 
would be unjust. And because it cannot 
be known what articles the besieged mi^ 
want, the law forbids, in general terms, 
carrying any thin^ to them; otiicrwise 
disputses and altercations would arise to 
which there would be no end." 



• SijurU met erecxttionem rerttfn ntbvectio impedieritf idgue scire p^tuefitqtd advexit, 
trr sf ppptdum obseasum tenebaniy H partus clauaos, U jam detUtiQ aut pax expectabm- 
fttr, tenebUiiP iUe mihi de damno eulpd data, itt qui debitorem earceri exemit, aut fugam 
^9 in mHem fraudem instruxit/ si damnum nondttm dederit, sed dare vohierit. Jus erit r«- 
rum retentiotie ettm eogere ut de futuro caveat, obsidibus, pis^noribusy aut alio modo. 
If he (the earner) should by his supplies impede the execution of any lawful d^- 
ngns; as if I kept a town besieged or a port closely blockaded, and I already expect- 
ed a surrender or a peace; he -will be liable to me for the damage occasioned by his 
fault, in like manner as he who should make my debtor escape out of prison, or aid 
,hlm in his flight to detraud me of my right; and if he has not occasioned to me any 
actual damage, bat has been willing to do it, in that case, it will be lawful by the de- 
tention of his goods, to compel him to give security for the future, by hostages, 
pledges, or in some other way. Grot, de /. A ac. P, 1. 3. c. 1. § 5. n. 3. 
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So much has been said and wnt- 
ten on this subject of late» that we 
pannot presume to tax our readers 
with a renewal of the irksome dis- 
cussion. Every one knows that a 
blockade, by law and common sense^ 
must be actual and enforced: but 
every one likewise knows that over- 
whelming power, the intoxication of 
success, iuid desperation of disaster, 
have driven off what ought to oe, and 
substituted what is, a system of pa- 
per, that enchains the world more 
effectually than cannons, fleets, and 
•ifmies. 

' Before we leave this class of chap- 
ters we must not forget to remark 
diat Bynkersboek, in the 6th^ quotes 
the answer of a Roman emperour to 
the king of Persia, in these words: 
Qui eoim Dominus est ejus qui im- 
perat, quomodo nee Dominus erit 
ejus quod ei subest ? which Mr. Lee 
translates [page 98] " How is he 
master of him, who commands, when 
he is not to be master of that, which 
is subject to him?" which being 
exactly what the original does noi 
i^ean, Mr. Duponceau has taken 
care |j)age 48] to set it right 

CHAPTER Xni— XIV. ' 
' To the advocates of neutral rights 
^ese chapters are peculiarly gra- 
tifying. They discuss the belligerent 
(claims to neutral goods found on 
ko&vd enemies' ships, and enemies' 
goods found on board neutral ships; 
and after an analysis of the law, 
vieduced from treaties, writers, and 
usage, and a luminous develop- 
ment of the abstract merits, con- 
clude by an expression of the au- 
thor's opinion, in both cases, against 
those unjust pretensions, which have 
^een occasionally advanced by pow- 
erful belligerents, in moments of 
triumph or pressure; but upon the 
Hijustice of which all writers, at 
least, are agreed. The first has ne- 
ver been so much contested, as 
the second, the long agitated ques- 
tion whether free ships make free 
gQpds, about which so many sjvords 



anfi so mapy pens have been braa- 
dished, so much blood and ink have 
been spilt. The basis en which Byn- 
kersboek leaves it is unexceptiona- 
bly just, and should be universallf 
satisfactory. But we especially ret* 
joice at the unqualified aiid quasi 
territorial property of ships, whiph 
is established by the coincident opi- 
nions of Hubner and Byknershoeki 
as explained bjr Mr. Duponceau. 

" We will now proceed to consider the 
second question, wliether the enemy** 
goods themselves, taken on board of a 
neutral vessel, are liable to confiscatioii. 
Some will wonder, perhaps, that any doubt 
should be enteilained about it, as it is 
clearly lawful for a belligerent to take the 
property of his enemy. And yet, in all thd 
treaties which I have cited in the pre- 
ceding chapter [p. 103] there is an ex- 
press stipulation that 'enemy's goodsj 
found on board of neutral vessels, shall be 
free;' or (as We commonly expressat) that 
free ^Hpa shall Tnake/ree^oods, except* how- 
ever, contraband of war, when carrying to 
the enemy. And what will be thought 
more astonishing, is, that among those 
treaties, there are four to which France is 
a party, and, according to them, eveQ 
enentt/*8^ooda^\fiden,onbQaird of neutral 
vessels, are not liable to confiscation; 
much less, therefore, ought the neutral 
veaael to be confiscated, on bo$a*d of which 
they are shipped. So that it must be said, 
either that the principle of the old French 
law, which I have above mentioned, has 
been entirely abandoned, or, what is more 
probable, that those treaties are to be 
considered as exceptions to it However 
this may be, we are bound, in the discus- 
sion of general principles, to attend more 
to reason than to treaties. And on rational 
grounds, I cannot see why it should npt be 
lawful to take enemy's goods, although, 
found on boai'd of a neutral ship; for in 
that case, what the belligerent takes in 
still the property of his enemy, and by the 
laws of war, belongs to the-captor^ . 

'< It will be said, perhaps, that a belli- 
gerent may not lawfully take his enemy's 
goods on board of a neutral vess^, unless 
he should first take the neutral vessel 
itself, that be cannot do this without com- 
mitting an act of violence upon his fnend, 
in order to ©ome at the property of his 
enemy, and that it is quite as unlawi^l as 
if he were to attack that enemy in a neu* 
tral port, or to commit depredations in the 
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CHAPTER XV— SLVI. 

The law^of Postliminy, explained 
in this chapter, is mostly of muni- 
cipal regulations. 

CHAPTER XVIT— XVIII— 
XIX— XX. 

These chapters arc fraught with 
useful learning on subjects of every 
day's occurrence in all maritime 
countries; learning, which is more 
applicable now in Great Britain and 
the United States, than it was in 
Holland at the time of publication; 
because of the vast progress of ma- 
ritime adventure since their.. They 
treat of pirates and privateers, of 
the forum for the punishment of the 
first, and of the relative rights and 
liabilities of the latter, their owners 
and associates; altogether of. muni- 
cipal cognizance, and therefore not 
Xo our present purpose. 

CIJAPTER XXI. 

Ensurancfe of enemy's property 
and the conclusiveness of foreign 
sentences, which are the subjects of 
this chapter, are jlIso without the 
scope of our design. We will thei^e- 
forc content ourselves with expres- 
sing our unfeigned joy that these 
once sturdily asserted doctrines are 
now nearly exploded, and on the 
high road to overthrow and obilvion, 
a consummation of justice to which 
the authority of Bynkershoek avail- 
ed much in England, and we will 
add, the labours of Mr. Duponceau 
^ave not been in vsdn in America. 

* It is worthy of observation, that our autbpr, wliile he supports the belligferent 
principk, on the long agitiited question, whethetr free 8h(p8 "dp or do not msikefree 
gooda^^ tftcitly admits that neutral vessels are entitled to be considered as neutral 
territnrtf, a prop'Siiion which Mr. H'lbner thought so self-evident, that he did not 
think it vyrorth while (thouj^h he professedly wrote in favour of the neutral doctrine) 
to devote a single page of his work to itjS , proof and development. Mubn. de. la 
Saisie, &c. vol. 1. p 211. This principle being admitted, the question is reduced *o 
the single point; ■* Whether the rig-ht of taking- enemy's property on board of neutral 
vessels, fi^cessariiy follows as a CQpsequence of the right of seav^h, for the purpose of 
ascertainifig tlieir neutral character.-' On this point alone, the whole of our author's 
arguihept turns, and he maintains the affirmative; but like Hubner. he takes his pro- 
position fOr gTahted, without taking any pains to demonstrate it. On the whole,, l)^ 
must be consiciered as having made a very important concession in favour of neutra\s^ 
and bavin j^ greatly narrowed for them the field of that celebrated controvewjr. Tf, 



territory Of a filfieiid.'* B«t«ft. ought to ^e 
observed, that it is lawful to detain a 
neutral vessel, in iorder to ascertain, not 
by the flag merely, which may be frau'du- 
"lently assumed, but by the documents 
themselves which are on board, wliether 
she is really neutral. If she appear to be 
such, then she is to be dismissed, other- 
wise, she may be captured. And if this is 
lawful, as on every principle it is, and as 
it is generally practised, it will be lawful, 
also, to examine the docunients -which 
concern the cargo, and from thence to 
learn, whether there are enemy's goods 
•'concealed on board, and it any should be 
• fouffd, why may they not be captured by 
the law of war? The Dutch lawyers, 
whose opinion I have already cited, and 
the Consolato del Mare, in the chapter 
above referred to f Consil. Belg. nbisiiprd'] 
are equally clear upon this point. Accord- 
ing to them, the neutral ship is to be re- 
leased, but the enemy's goods are to be 
carried into a port of. the captor, and 
there condemned.^' 

Here again we are obliged to ex- 
pose Richard Lee, esq who ushers 
jn the 14th chapter with the follow- 
ing fcrmidabUJ absurdity: Si navis 
amici [says B-] mei hpstium res ve- 
hat, et capiatur, duplex erit inspec- 
tion altera^ an ipsa navis arnica, al- 
tera an res hostiles recte publU 
centur ! ** If the shift of a friend 
fsays L.^ carries the goods of ap 
encmy^ this occasions a double in- 
spection — one whether the ship it- 
self belongs to my friend* the other,, 
whether the enemy's goods may be 
rightly condemned ?" Without the 
aid of the original, this would be 
unintelligible: and with that aid it 
is plain Mr. Lee has totally mista- 
ken and perverted his author. 
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Wc a«k leave here for a transient 
deviation fron) our plan, merely to in* 
sert a note of Mr. Duponceau's in 
which, with a national pride we hear- 
tily reciprocate, he notices the de- 
cided impcriority of the reason given 
by judge Johnson, of the Supreme 
Cou,rt of the United States, over that 
£iyen by lord Ellenborough, for the 
capture of a neutral for havin-g vio- 
lated his neutrality. 

" Accordin,^ to tlie above decisions, the 
capture of neutral vessels liy the cruisers 
of Great Britain or lier co belligerents, is 
considered as a prohibited risk, * because,* 
•aya lord EUenbovoug-h, • it ia repitffnant to 
the interest of the state^ and has a tendency 
to render the Bi'itisb operations by sea 
ineffectual,' Kellner v. Le Jkleattrier, 4 
JSaat, 40i2. This is certainly correct, on the 
ground of state policy; but, another rea- 
$on, founded on the broad basis of the 
. law of nations, is afforded by our own 
judge Johnson (one of the judges of the 
supren^e court of the United States, and 
presiding judge of the courts which com- 
pose the 6th federal circuit) * a neutral,' 
.says he, * who i^ captured for having vio- 
,lated his neutrality » is considered by the 
belligerent as an enemy waging an indivi* 
dual war against his nation, and is aban- 
doned by his own g^vemment as such.* 
'^o*rv. Hifnel^, Bee*9 JIdmiralty Jfeporta, 
'S^2 It follows, from this principle, that 
all risks of capture, by the armed vessels 
of the nation to which the ensurer belongs, 
may be properly classed within the gene- 
ral prohibition against ensuring enetm/'M 
property. And, indeed, according to the 
fkrmtla which is uMd at present by the 
courts of admiralty of Qreat Britaiiiy what- 
ever may be, in point of fact, the speci- 
fick ground of condemnation of a neutral 
vessel or cargo, no other reason is assigned 
in the decree, but that it belonged, at the 
time of capture, to the enemiew of l^at 
country.— -if^mc** Compend. 14$.** 



CHAPTER XXII. 



The United States have been no 
less disturbed, than, as we are in- 
formed by Bynkershoek, many of the 
European states formerly were, by 
disputes concerning the expatria- 
tion of citizenst^nd extradition of 
deserters, which, together with the 
right of enlisting men in foreign 
countries, are the subjects of this 
22d chapter. Of all the points in 
controversy between Great Britain 
and the United States, this is the 
one least susceptible of any settlc- 
tlement, and most liable to vexatiouB 
difficulties, of perpetual recurrence. 
As Bynkcrshoek is very satisfactory 
in all his views of this particular, we 
abstain from any comment and 
leave him to the reader. 

** I enter upon the discussion of a ques- 
tion which has been, aud is still, the cause 
of nwich disturbance in many of the king- 
doms and states of £urope; Whether it is 
lawful to enlist men in the territory of a 
friendly sorereign : Let it not be imagined, 
that I mean to contend, that it is lawful to 
entice away soldiers, by bribes or solicita- 
itions, from the service of another prince, in 
order to enlist them into our own. I know 
too well, that those who promote deser- 
tion, are not less guilty, and do not de- 
serve a less punishment than the deseiters 
themselvcs;f and, indeed, among some 
nations, that crime ^as even been con- 
strued into high treason. The question 
which I am about to investigate, is of a 
quite diiferent nature. It is, whether a 
prince may, in the territory of a friendly 
sovereign, enlist private individuals who 
are not soldiers, and make use of them im 
war against his own enemies ? It is cer- 
tain, that if a prince prohibits his subjects 
from transferring their allegiance and en- 

\ The important question respecting the delivering up, or as it is called, the extra-' 
dStion of deserters from one country to another, has oeen the subject of much contro- 
versy in America as well as in Europe, and is not yet at rest. It lias been but slightly 
touched upon by some of the writers on the law of nations, and by others not at all. Vat- 
tel says nothing upon it. Hubner lays it down as u general principle, that ^* a neutral 
sovereign may receive in his dominions, and even among the number of his subjects, 
deserters from either of the belligerent armies, unless he is oblig-ed to defiverlhem 
up bv a special convention, called a cartel 1 Htibn. Tie la Saisie, &c. p. 59, But Gali- 
ani uistingnishes and contends, that if the army from wliich the soldiers desert is on 
the neutral temtory at the time when the desertior takes place, as for instance, if it 
has been allowed the right of passage, the neutral sovereign is bound to deliver up 
^6se who have deserted their colours within his dominions; otherwise, it will be consi- 
dered as k violation of thehwsof libspitaKty.-».Oa&fl«r;- De" doveri^ &<?.!. 1. c. 8. $ 4. T^ 
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teriiK^ into the army or navy of another 

sovereign, auch sovereijpi cannot, with 
propriety, enlist them into liis service; 
but, where no such prohibition exists (as 
is the case in most of the countries of Eu- 
rope) it is lawful, in my opinion, for the 
subject to abandoTi his country, migrate 
into another, and there serve his new so- 
vereign in a military <Mipacity 

•* It is lawful, I repeat it, if there is no 
law tliat prohibits it, for a subject to 
change his condition, and transfer his al- 
legiance from one sovereigjn to another. 
The writers on publick law are all of this 
Opinion; nor dqes Grotius dissent from 
them; but he adds, that expatriation 
is not lawful among the Muscovites; and 
we know, that it is unlawful also among 
the English and Chinese. We know like- 
wise, that Louis XIV. king of tYance,* 
declared, by an edict of the loth of August 
1669, that those of his subjects who 
should, without the permission of tl)e go- 
vernment, emigrate from his dominions, 
with the intention never to return, should 
be punished with the forfeiture of life and 
goods. Before that period, it was lawful 
to emigrate from France, and it is so 
wherever the country is not a prison.f 
And if it is lawful for a subject to pass 
under the dominion of anptlier prince, it 
must be so likewise for him to seek the 



means of procuring an honest liveliii^od, 

and wliy may he not do it by entering into 
the land or sea service ? In the United 
Provinces there is certainly lio law to pre- 
vent it, and many Dutchmen, formerly, 
as well as within my own recollection, 
have served other sovereigns by sea as 
well as by land." 

Thus with fidelity and impartia- 
lity, the utmost merits to which we 
aspire, we have reviewed this trans^ 
lalion, which well deserves to be 
entitled a treatise, chapter by ehap« 
tcr, exhibiting such prominent fea^ 
tures as in our opinion, deserved to 
be displayed; and extolling those 
principles of international law, which 
It appears to have been the object 
of both the author and translator to 
inculcate, and which we conceive it 
both the interest and honour of this 
country to defend and maintain. We 
should not have been so patriotick, if 
the intrinsick worth of those princi- 
ples were not as clear, as is their 
identity with the neutral policy of 
the United States: and we are cer» 
tainly rather the warmet* in our eu- 



* This edict was made with a view to the Protestants. It was in the same year that 
liouis the XIY. began to violate the edict of Nantz, by abolishing the chambrea mi-, 
^ fortieth tribunals consisting of judges of both religions, which that edict had ests* 
tolished — lUnault, Mreg^ de l* Aift. de Fr. sjib anno 1669. He foresaw the immense 
emigration which its final repeal would produce, and thus vainly endeavoured to pre* 
vent it. T. 

t By the first constitution of Pennsylvania, made on the 28th of September, 1776^ it 
was declared, [c. 1. § 15] ♦' that all men have a natural, inherent right to emigrate 
from one state to another that will receive them." 1 DaUaaU Law9 ofPenn. Appen. p, 54* 
The present constitution merely provides [art. 9. § 253 " that emigration from th^ 
^tate shall not he prohibited." 3 Dall^^^e Lorm of Penn, p. xxii. 

The question, " whether it is lawful for a citizen to expatriate himself," has been 
brought several times, and in various shapes, before the Supreme Court of the United 
States. It was made a point, incidentally, in the case of Talbot v. Janseh, mentioned 
above, [p. 136] In that case, it appeared to be the opinion of the court, that expatria-. 
tion is lawful, provided it is effected at such time, in such manner, and under such 
circumstances as not to endanger the peace pr safety of the United States. " The 
pause of removal,*' said judge Patterson, ** must be lawful, otherwise, the emigrant 
acts contKary to his duty, and is justly charged with a crime. Can tliat emigration be 
iegal uud justifiable, which commits or endangers the neutrality, peace, or safety of 
the nation of which tlie emigrant is a member?" 3 IkUias^9 HeportSy 153.-^" That a 
man," said judge Iredell, "ought not to be a sl^ve; that he should not be confined 
against his will to a particular spot, because he happened to draw his first breath upon 
It; tliat he should not be compelled to continue in a society to which he is accidentally 
/ attached, when he can better his situation elsewhere; much less where he must starve 
in one country, and may live comfortably in another; are positions which I h^ as 
strongly as any man, and they are such as most nations of the world appear clearly to 
recognise. The only difiference of opinion is, as to the proper manner of exercising 
^is right." Ibid. 162 Judge Cushing concurred in the general principle, that expatri^ 
ation is lawful^ and approved of the do9tnne laid 4own oa this subject by £leinecQiu|Su 
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I^gianiy becatise a sense of ^roppi- 
ety and the spirit of patriotism hap- 
pen exactly to coincide. We will 
now briefly notice such demerits as 
appeared in the retrospect. There are 
in the book itfelf some assertions, to 
which we cannot subscribe; but as 
their authority is imposing, and to 
contradict them would have opened 
too long a discussion, they were not 
noticed. But with the translation we 
may be more free. In the first place 
then we will observe that though 
fidelity is indispensable, we would 
have been better pleased if in this 
instance it had been less adhered to, 
because Mr. Duponceaii has great 
funds of his own, and need not 
have feared to draw on them. We 
trust that the reception of this work 
will be such as to induce him to fa- 
vour us with others of the same 
character. And if a future opportu- 
nity should offer for improving this, 
we respectfully suggest that it might 
be done, by not only, as he almost 
apologises for doing, shortening 
Bynkerhoek's Ciceronian periods; 
dividing his paragraphs; and ad- 
justing his phrases to our idiom; 
but, provided he preserve the spirit 



6i the original* by ^enlarging^his 
notes, and indulging hinlself in any 
such transposition or phraseology, as 
will make the style and even the 
work his own. 

In the 4th chapter the Latin word 
marea is giveJn by the English word 
manners; a mearting, which howe- 
ver it may sometimes ' be proper, 
does not belong to it in this place. 
Bynkershoek's expressionis « in ipso 
Belgio Foederato leges mareaqucvQ* 
pugnare, abunde persuadebunt, qusB 
hoc et sequenti capite proxime di- 
centur," which is thus translated by' 
Mr. Duponceau, « what I shall say 
in this and the next chapter will 
abundantly prove that this cu^^tom is- 
rfepugnant to the laws and manners 
of the United Provinces." In the 
beginning of the 5th chapter « mo* 
Hbu8 gentium obsolevisse" is again 
translated " have , become obsolete 
by the gradual change of manners** 
In both these instances the English 
term should be usage or practice. 
The Latin root mos^ and the French 
word maura branch, in English, into 
two distinct terms, morals and man-- 
neray perfectly distinguishable in 
our acceptation. In the beginning of^ 



Ulem, Jur, J^at, et Gent, 1. 2. c. 10. » *' But," said he, "the act of expatriation should 
be bond fide, and manifested at least by the emigrant's actual removal, with his family 
smd effects, into another country." Rid, 169. In the case then before the court, no 
such removal had taken place. 

In that of Murray v. The Charming Betsey, it was decided, that a citizen of the 
United States who has bond fide expatriated himself, is to be considered as an alien for 
commercial purposes. One Shattuck, a natural bom citizen of the United States, had, 
lor many years, resided with his family, and had been naturalized in the Danish, 
island of St. Thomas. It was objected- to him, that he had traded from that island with 
the French colonies, in iraud of an act of congress, by which all trade w^s interdicted 
to the citizens of the United States, with the dominions of Prance. But the court were 
of opinion, ** that an American citizen may acquire, in a foreign country, the commer- 
cial privileges attached to his domicile, and be exempted from the operation of the 
general prohibitory laws of his native country.*' The court did not, however, deter- 
mine, whether a citizen of the United States can devest himself absolutely of that 
character, otherwise than in such manner as may be prescribed by our o^n lavs, nor 
■iHiether his expatriation would be sufficient to rescue him from punishment, fbr a 
crime committed against the United States. 2 Cranch^s Reports, 120. 
*• And lastly, in the case of M'llvaine v. Cox's lessee, it was determined that a citizen 
of New Jersey, who had gone over to the enemy during the revolutionary war, and 
had, since that time, remained in England, enjoying the privilej^es of a British subject, 
had not ceased to be a citizen of New Jersey, and was entitled to claim lands by 
descent, in that state, because several laws had been made by its legislature, some 
liefore and others after his emigration, by which emigrants of that description were 
declared to he fugitive citizens and traitors, punishable as such, but were not consider- 
ed as a^ew. CroAchU Meports,, vol. lit prjBO. vol. iv. p. 209. T. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I€ 



^SELECJT RfeVlBWS. 



the «th chapter « ^fittm;p rwit,** is 
translated ,>^Aef(?tt^on,**-^« ronrem-- 
««5^ hMcH** ifp^ BtiggJfcBt as prefera- 
ble. Ijtthe 8th cteipter «'-eflKc/f fif* , 
crimMbuB*' 4s translated ^ criminai 
eikct;** an expression, which excites 
an ambig^uous idea, and for which ; 
might be substitute fienal ediety or 
editt concerning^ crimes, 
' But upon the whole the transla- 
tion, though somewhitt too precise, 
i^ very correct— rthe styli as floMdng 
md eaSy^ as a jurisprudential style 
nfell cart be, and the entire execution' 
of the performance such as to com- 
siand full approbation. We strong- 
ly T^ccHnmend every man who has- 
read Lee, as soon as possible to 
reed Duponeeau. To such as have 



rifttd neither; to the statcstniin and' 
the pplidcian, the lawyer and the, 
jurist, the meixhant and the man of 
leisure, we recommend this workf ^ 
as containing, in a convenient space,^ 
niore useful knowledge of the laws ^ 
of war and peace, that i% to say of 
the laws of nations-*a -more satis- 
factory exposition of those principles, 
wliich however for the moment dri- 
ven out of view, must reappear, 
grow with the growth of reason^ 
and good sense, and particularljr 
strengthen with the strength of" the'. 
United States of America, certainly ; 
than any other in the -English lan^^ ^ 
guage, and probably in any language" 
whatever. 



. FROM THE KDINBVRGH REVIBW. 

Retnatks en the Syetem of Education in Publtck SchooU, 8vo. London, 1809. 



THERE is a set of weir dressed,, 
pfosperpus gentlemen, who assem- 
ble daily ^t Mr. Hatchard's shop; 
cleaU) civil personages; well in with 
the people in power; delighted with 
every existiiig institution; and al- 
most with .. every, existing circuit- 
^tancej, a^d, livery now and then, 
Cine of tjiese personages ^vptes a lit- 
tle book; and the rest praise that 
little boG^y expecting to Ue praised,, 
iii their turn^ for their, own little 
book^ and, of these little, books, 
thus, vrrittpn by, these clean, civil 
personages, so e,:]c pectin g tp be prai- 
sed,; the p^mpihJl€t4^eioiv& v^appe^s 
tor be oiie. .. , 

The subject of it is the> ad vil- 
lage of publicjc schools'; and the au- 
thor, very creditably to himself, ri- 
dicules ihe*absurd clawtmr^ first set 
on foot by Dr, Jleiinel, of the irre-» 
ligtous tendejH^y oi\piAblick schools. 
He then proceeds to • a». investiga- 
tion of the cftects which publick 
schoels may produce, upon tlie moral 
character; and hei^c the subject be- 
comes more difficult, and the pam- 
phlet worse. 



In arguing any large or general; 
question, it is of infinite, iniportaoct!: 
to attend to the first feelings which; 
the menuon of the topiek has a ten-* 
dency to excite; and the name of a« 
publick school brmgs with it.imme* 
diatejy tlie idea, of briiliapt classical; 
att(dnm^j)t9. Buty upon the iidaport^ 
Unce of .these, studies,, we .are not. 
now offering any opiniion. The only, 
points for;con6iderfttio0varei .whethec^ 
boys are put in the way of becoming* 
good and wise inen by^hese schools; 
an(} whether they actually gather^' 
there, those attaiimients. which it 
plca&es n)ankind,fjpr the. tin^ being! f 
to consider as vaiuskble, and to de«* 
corate by the name of learning. 

By a publick school, we mean an- 
endowed pUce of education, of old 
^ajuding, to. which the sons of gen* 
tlen^iefi m^ort. in considerable num«'i 
bers, and. where .they continue tdp. 
reside, from eight or mne, to eigh- 
tiBcn \years of age. We do not giv^ 
this as a definition which would have 
satisfied Porphyry, or Duns-Scotus^ 
but a3^ne suiEcienUy. accurate fox, 
«ur purpose. The characterittidi fea-. 
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•H^itiF, the PVimb^r9> ^4 tbe ag^s Qf 
tiie ypung p^Qple yrkot ^rj& j^ducO^ 
jH thepu W^^g le;ave,.how/sv«r> »> 

«st jnto^Uc^ pf io^Uat^g ^ny. thing 

«Q the jdis|>arag^i|iQ»t g| t^fi pre^^nt 

(Usciplin^.or present rulisrs of tbesie 

«choQ)s, «.$' coiDg^red with (Hh^r 

tim^japdotlyBriptn* W^ ii*T(^ ,i^ 

reitsba wt^teveip tq doubt th$^ %hpiy 

^tP as ably g9yenied ^t thi^,.^ tb«y 

• Ji^ve )i)€^n ^ ^ijr pjfjf e4jpg p<eriod. 

•Wh^tavQ^ obj^GtioD9 ^e ni^ , have 

.to tbQ^fi in^titwonft, Ih^y.are to 

. I&ultp, pot d^pendiog upon pbsent 

•dmiaistratiiH^y hui upoQ ojrigiaiLl 

epn&tructioii. 

- At % publick scho<^ (for 9ucb is the 
^yst^i]» ^9t«bli9be4 by i^meniorial 
^ustoHi) every boy U alternatMy ty* 
fan( aiid fiUye. The power which 
Ibe e)d^ part of these pommvii^ti^s 
^lEerpises over the yOuoger, is e^- 
^96img}y gin^At}- v^iy difficHlt to be 
controlled) md s^compani^d, n^ 
Qiifre^l^ntly) with cruelty and c»- 
prtee* It is the cominoii law of the 
piace, thai thip young shooLd be im- 
pl^ly 4»bedient U» the elder boys; 
Mid this Qt^edi^mee resembles more 
the s«biiiissiGii of a slave to his mas- 
ter, lor of a sailor t» h|s c^tain, 
thalil^e commoivaiid natural defer- 
i»ice which wotild alwi^s be shov^n 
by que boy Iq ^lother » few years 
oidisr^lMi himself. NoV) this sys- 
tem !vl& cannot help considering as 
tm evU} because it inflicts upon boys, 
for two or thrde- years of their lives^ 
many panful hardships, and much 
uttpleafiant servitude. These suffer- 
iogfl Qiighl, periMps, be of s^elne use 
in m^tary sch<)Qls^ but, to.^ive to 
a. boy ihe h^bit of enduring priinei- 
tions ta; iHbich he will t^eyer again 
be called upon to suhmitf to inure 
Um to psikiA which he wiU never 
a^ain feel, and to subject him to the 
prcvBtion of eon^ru, with nehich he 
wiU always in future abound, is 
surely not a very us^eful and valuable 
severity in educationv It is ndt the 
lilie in mintetore ivhkh he ist<^leiid 
Vol, v. c 



tmnrnftef, ^er dises it be«r eOr.iS^ 
tion.tA i(' He will tkevev egaifi t)e 
suhjcyc^ to so.muchii^solence ahd 
c«price$ per ev^er* in all human pro- 
h^Uyf oaUed upon to make so 
many sacrifices. The servile obedi- 
etice wbich it teachM» might be use- 
ful to^fi mi^niel doosestickf ^or the ha- 
bits of enierpi^se wl4ch it encou- 
i^i^iea, |>roye of. importance to a 
military partisat; but we c^mot see 
what, bisaring it has upou the calm« 
regHlari aivil life, which the sooai^ 
gf^iitiemen) destined to opulent idle- 
ness, or to any of the three learned 
profession*^ are destined to lead. 
Such a system makes many boys 
very miser4»le; and produce^ those 
bad eifects upon the temper and dis- 
position, which unjust suffering al- 
iiiyiy«.do«a produce; but what good it 
does we are much at a loss to conceive. 
Reasonable obedience is extremely 
useful in forming the disposition. 
Submission to tyranny I^s ihe foun- 
dation of hatred, suspicion, cunning, 
and a variety of odious passions. 
We are convinced that those young 
people will turn but to be the best 
men^ who have been guarded most 
effectually, in their childhood, from 
every species of useless vexation; 
and expeiienced, in|he greatest de- 
gree^ the blessings yf a wise and 
-mtional indulgence. But evmi if 
these effects upon future character 
are not produced, st]|]$ four ot fiye 
years in childhood mfke a veiy cim- 
siderable period of humaa exist- 
ence; and it is by no mesiis a tri- 
fling consi<leration whether they are 
passed, happily or unhappily. The 
wretchedness of school tyranny is 
trifling enough to a man who only 
contemplates it, in ease of body and 
tnmquillity of mind, through the 
medium of twenty intervening yeara; 
but it is qttite^ as reaU atui quite as 
acute, while it lasts, is any of the 
sufferings of mature li^ and the 
utility of these suffeiings, or the 
price p^id in compensation for them, 
should b% cleaH^made out to a eeh* 
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iK^ttlknst^eBlf befbfe he coiMwiiift 

%o expose his children to. thenu - 

Thi& tyillftiii also:'giv«a*lO' the el- 
der boys ^n absurd and pemicioos 
crptmoiv of tMett* (mn impOPtttfie^) 
w^icb is often vith -difficult e&ei^d 
by a c6i^i4«i!«yble commer^ wUb 
tfaies w<H?ld. Tka he^oifi {X^ok 
school U gei^erally a very^xHiceit^d 
young mao^ .u;tt^*ly igoorai^ < of. hia 
own dimensions^ and- losi^g-'iiU that 
Kabk of conciliation towards olh^fs^ 
and, thsu: ai^iuety for self ino^sov^^ 
^eut, which result from the naiwi^ 
nvpdestp of youth, i^or is.|hi» eon* 
«eit veryt easily and speectity gott^ti 
rid of. We have seen (if ye n^stake 
not) imbUck school imporiamce la^^ 
ing .through the half of after lif^^ 
strutting in lawn^ swelling in er« 
inine^, and displaying .itself^ both 
^ridic^iously and olfenRvely, in the 
haunts, and hnsiness^ of beavded 
men." •' *.: .. \ - ; 

There is a. manliness in the ath* 
leticjk e^MBTcises of^^hUck schools, 
which is as seductive to -the imagi- 
nation as it is uttj^rlp unimpoftantin 
itsel£ Of what importane<i^ ia it in 
after lifej whether ar boy jcan pl«f 
well or ill at crick^t^. or jTow a bo^t 
with the skill and |)recisi^9 of: a wa* 
terman ? If , our yoiin|^ Iprds and 
cisquires AVeffe he^^^ter to' wre^ile 
together in publicls;} or- the gentje- 
snen of the^bar to^exbibk OJlysapick 
games, in Hiiary term^.tbegloiy at* 
tached to the^:exoreifies of publiqk 
schools ^ouldl^ ration^ aa|din)por« 
tant. &utof what use is the body of 
an^hlete^ivhen^e have good ^awa 
over our heads, or- when, a pistoli 
a posttchaise^ or a porter^can be 
hired for A few shiliit^s l-. A.gentle- 
man ^oes nothing but ride or walks 
and yet such a ridiculous' i^resa is 
laid upon the manliness of tho exer- 
cises customary at publick schools, 
exercises in which the ^reatefst 
blockheads comnM>nly excel the 
most, as often render habits of idle* 
ness inveterate, and often^lead to 
foolish expense and dissipation at a 
Biore advanced period of life. 



Onoof-tbe Mpfiosed'aidvsiieiigM 
of a publick school, is • the gneator 
knowledge of the world whkh a bof 
Is considered to derive from those 
sit^itttions; but if, by a kiiowkdg^ 
of the world, is meama knowledgo 
of the forms and miunners which are 
found to- be the' most pleasing a»4 
useful in the world, % boy. frmn a 
publiek sshool is almost always «:^ 
trenoely delieient in these par^cu* 
lam s^d bis sister, who has remain* 
ed at home at the a^Mron strings of 
her motberv is very sumch his supe^ 
fiour in.the.seientee> of manners. It 
is piY)bably true, that a boy at' a pub^; 
lick sehool has made^im>re, obserrn^^ 
tiona on human character, because 
he has had more opportimkieii ot 
dbserving^ than ha:re been enjoj^ 
by young ' persons educated etth^ 
at home or. at privajte schoolsf but 
thisr little advsnce gained at » pub* 
Uok school 'is so seeai, overtaken ai: 
collie or in 4he world, that, to faavo 
made hi is of the least possible con* 
aequ&nce^ and utterly •. undetserving 
of any risk taficurred in the^ aoquisi* 
tiion. Is it any injury to a man of 
^irty or thirty«feve years of age;. t# 
a learned serjeant or a venerable 
dean^ that at eighteen they did nol 
know so mucth of' the wt)rld as somft 
other boys of the same standing ? 
They haive probably escaped th« 
arrogant character so of^en attend^ 
ant upon this trifling superiori^ nol* 
is there much chance tlxat they hat^ 
ever £allen into the common and 
youthful errour of mistaking' a pre^ 
mature mitiation into vice, for si 
knowledge of the ways of mankind: 
and) in addition to these > salutary 
exom|>tions, a iinnter in London 
brings it all to a levek and offers to 
every novice the advantages which 
are supposed to be derived froni 
this precocity of confidience and po- 
lish. 

According to the general preju* 
dice in favour of publiek schools, it 
%vould be thought quite as sa>surd 
and superfluous to enumerate the 
illustrious characters who have been 
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bfed at osr i time - ^tt semittaries , 
of thas description, a# h iftMlId be 
to desoasit tipdn^the illitBtrioiin'cliib» 
tacters who berre jiassed ki aiid'eilf 
of LonPdon ovier .<mis thffte^ gr<MI 
bt^d^ettv' Almmt ev«rf eonflipie^DUs 

graon nsrsiiptpoftedto:baireb6enf«d^<< 
ned^at fmbliek'scboiriv &n^ <^N^«^ 
are'Bcarc^ any means (as it ift iiaaiH 
|gli>ed)jty^milktiig a» tctitalr eom^ 
rkoo^Moid Tet, greftt as tha I'age la; 
and.>toiig''':has' Ipaeti^ ibr pahticlt 
aohc}Di% Itiftiwrf YetaiJteMe,'tbat 
Ifaatmoiit emaoant tneti in every 'ai>t 
and >sek9ioe havtf • wotbeeiD eteoalsed 
ia piibliokfacteoto; < «ui tla» w true^ 
.eveTV'if>w0 inclade, iathe te^ni of 
P«ibiiek>a<^i0ol^ not o»if« Eton, Win* 
^keatieiv and iWe^tmiastert but the 
C^aney^iouae, ^ Paul's aehool^ 
Men:hdM Tff)4ora^ RiigbyfMKl ove* 
fy^achbalt^EsD^laiKi) at all ooiiducl>> 
c^ opcMQ.^ia pbu) of the thMe first; 
Sbe^reat solHiel& of Scottand -^vm 
daokot'caU pubiiok schools; beoaaae^ 
In theae^ the maxtum efrdofneatiek 
^ gives- ta^ them a vv^ely diffeneat 
cbairaeter^ Spenser, Pope, Skak* 
apeaue, Bu^r^ iU>ichesser, Spnett^ 
f^cneli, Garth, Con^eve^Gay, Swift, 
Thomson, ^ ^lenstene, Akenaide) 
Gold«mitb^;SaimieI Johnson, fieau- 
snont rand iFleteher^ Ben^ Jehnsen^ 
^ Phaixp Sidney, ;SaTage, Arbnth^ 
not, and. Burna, anning the poets, 
isere not educated in the > system ni 
Bn^fish sohools. }Su* Isaac Newtbn^ 
Maclauriki^Waiiis^ Hamstead, Saun^^ 
defson^ .Simpsony and Napier, 4inong 
men of science^ awre not^edneated 
in pubUek schosis. The three best 
historians that the English: langKiage 
|«B.ipnMkio^, Clareadoti^ rHuine^ 
and R)6b«st8onf wer& not ed^eefted 
at pmblick sQheote. Publick schooM 
bavedcmelittiei.in EngHuftd for the 
fineai^ as in tlie eflcanaples.of Inige 
Jsfids^ .VanbiCirgh,v Reynolds^ Qains^ 
borough, Garrick, &c. The gteat 
meftioali. writjors and diacoverers in 
Great uBritalnf Harvey, OheeeMeii^ 
Homiiar, ieanef^ Meade,* %«\m and 
Otiileot were not educated at ptiti^ 
U«k sf^ioola. tOf tbe^^peai; wiatrt 



en monds'aiidniertat^ysicks, it was 
not the system of publick sohools 
vfkitM pfbdcFced^ Baeonji Shaftesbury, 
fMibes, * Berkley^ « Butler, Hume, 
Hai^Hey, 6r OagaJia Stewart. The 
gma^est discoverers in chymistrjr 
have not been -brought up at publick 
schools; we^rteah Dr.-Priestif, Br. 
Bhti^ aHd Mr. Oavy. The only En' 
glittlimen » whb have evickeed a re^ 
Atai^kable genius,^ in tnodeht 6mes, 
for the art of Mfet^'the dnkd'oTMari- 
bei^lfh,- lord Peterborcta^, 'geAeral 
W^m, arid lord Cllve, Were iH* 
tmlned in - private sdM>olSr So were 
lord- €o9ce, sir Matthew Hale, aiitf 
lord*Ghanc6llbr Hard^ick, and chief 
justice H<ilt, athong the lawy era. So 
idso, among atatesftien^ were lord 
Burleigh^ Walsdngha^, die^eart of ^ 
8tr«fford,-Thurloe,^Cromwell, Hatnp« 
den, lord Clarendon, sir Walter 
Rideigh, Sydney, RusaeV sir W. 
Temple, lord Somers, BuiHke, She^ 
ridinv Pitt In addition to thif 
list, we must' net' forget the nathea 
of such eminent 9ch<^afs and meh 
of letters, as Cudwvrth,' Chilling-. 
woflh, Tillotson^ arehbishop King;, 
Selden, Conyers, Middlttton, Bent^ 
ley,' sir Thomas Moore, cardinal , 
Wolsey, bishops Sherlock aAd Wil- 
kins, Jeremy Tayloi*^- Isaac Hbekef, 
bii^ops Ushers Stillingffleetat)dSpe(4 
man, >Dti Samuel '^Ciavl:, bi^op 
Hoadley sbd Df, Ijardne^. Ndr must 
il be forgotten,' iti thls^exatniiidtmt, 
that none of ttt6 ebbS|^Mbus! writers 
vifkxi publick "economy' •w^hieh this 
country has as yetpifodttced, hfeite 
been %fdn^ up inpubliok Scli^oiolt. 
' If it' be' u*ged thkt imblickachobls 
have Only aS^med- their preAfeirt 
chfaracte^ WitlAn this lk«t Ceifturir, or 
bttf xdnttr^, and ^d?t t^'at krt new 
dalied-pUbliek schedls, piattook, be. 
fol*e this pe>i<^, oFthe nature' of pi*i- 
Ykte sdhbolSi - thefreX «ittst ^ then be 
added ^4> oitfr li^s, the nafaie^ of MH- 
tbii, Dtyd^, Adais6n,"&ci fee. and it 
wi» lelki*r/'<hat the English have 
dbn^-ahno^alK^lfet tHey have done 
hi Hfhe arts and' seidhces; itithout the 
aid.of thfat-^systemi of cdicati^ to 
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ivlMfa ^tbef ar« mm ^Oi/aiiMh:^^ 

bl^ eaaf to.doubii^ H; ^etf b» it^iteiiclid 

g^reat eminence may be attaint ^ 
aityv i)nfi:o€ fain»r'wkboilt tfachilid of 
pMMick.ac)i06)8..*ikmi&«or« afriklocf 
hikre«lc^.is%ht».peirhapb9^odrttwti 
from li;: iMUt ywe: «<mttoV. iNivadVes 
nkh.tiiQjHm^ fact* . . . ) 

TJb« iiioatitnpQrtao«t>^«il**n^'>i^ 
Dm^ cttmittilMirof a.puibdk^ aehDal 
ia itSfjiiiiinbierit nfblehhureaa gKfrat» 
tbal^ actoae iaafi^Btion of jbe limtiiar 
iat0f tbe. at^dm: a^ coodufft g>\ , each 
ilidilraliial: ia'l!|ttit« iiofioaaible, 'We 
i^u^t.be aUowed to^dcnilKit whetlier 
afielt an «niuig»inent is f»vi»iirab)e 
either to tili^rature or moraia. ? 

Upon tbtft ^r^em^ a boy la left 
alnoat emiftciy :to bkiiaelf, to iii»- 
presa ,i]|kki bia owm .mind> aa weU 
aa he can^.tbe dialasii advanUtfpea.of 
hiiowlei^e»: a^d to wafthstand, froia 
hia.oiNfn Umat^.f'eaoliHkiotl^ the eitaiii- 
plea and^tbe.f a»dttcti<M»s of tdlcsieaa^ 
A. fitm Qhasaoter surrivea this brave 
xvaglect; rjand . very exalted, tatenta 
may sometisnea rtsnusdyit by aubae^- 
.quent diUgfsce*' BvA schooib are not 
made for. n few youtha o£ preemi^ 
noBt a»?ente^. andi uitrdDg . chaihafetfuni; 
aiieh pnaea^canytof coqracf be drawls 
but by a very few i parents. The beet 
aphosil is tbiit; Tiiucb isibest. acdom^ 
fuoddtedt tQ?the\:;greateat .yariety^of 
4iaraQtei?a<>iU9d whiahiembraeae tlie 
greatest number of casea* M cannUt 
be tlie meifi'^objoot ^i eduoatioii to 
rendeir lba..sple»did aiore^apleodidy 
and ^lasri^caroisiitin. theae.'Whb 
would «biieflfc/ibi!Mri»iaithoiit«ii9r cere 
at all. A^pnUlok aoh<«>l> doea^ltiis 
efectiiaUyf but U.cofntawMily^ Ioa¥«a 
the idle abnfosi aa^idloi actd Uie dull 
almost at duU, ^aa it founds thCHn* ;b 
disdiana the itedipua <;^Mv%tion..of 
those QikhUing tKlftitai): .of: which 
opilytbegreattmaaaofhuniaA beings 
ai'e poaeeaaedi Wtenr«' atfiolig dkh 
sire of iniproveioent esistai it ia 
oncoiiniged) but no meanaare taken 
toioapire it* Al^if iae«atiiiaiiK»ig 



fim^oe u(l*heifeire^ tOmthof^mA 
is. left to form his own character; if 
liie^efre>tif .toewMge (swfvivesrtliia 
sMare tnaUit^ in general, carriee 
biBbvery-fo]^ and, upon the aame 
priimiplof « saval^ who t^m% vtp 
te aHodmed, ; isi$ hi geneaal, weiU 
made, andt free ieom all bodily ;deY 
foeis; not becauae tbe«8e«csdtiea-Qf 
aui^ a )atatfii>«vei fiavourable'.to anhsial 
life, but beciauae they are ao smueb 
the tenersev ihaimoiie but the strong- 
eat cap aurnve thaaa< A few bofia 
aae incurngibl|r idlev^md a few in^ 
corrigihly eager fo^ kneerledee; but 
thegroat mtfasam in aatataoC doubt 
aiMl .vflutttaation; iand- tiNeyeoine te 
aehoel, fovthe express purpoae. not 
of> beieaf^ left to themdelves (forthet 
could be done any where) hot that 
their w«^ermg taates tod |lropei»ai^ 
tiea ahould be>di^dediby> the iuteiy 
YeHtton'Of a «maaberi In a fiarest» or 
pttl^cfti eohool for oaks ahd elafi% 
tbet^ trees are lefMethei«iselvtes$ th# 
strong) phoita* live^und the we^ 
otiesidve. The towering oak thtt 
nmains ta admired} the saplings 
that perish round it are c^t intot^ 
ftameeand forgotten.* But' it is noti 
aurety, tO'thei'vegetable struggle rf 
e.foresti or the haaty ^\m^ of a 
fereatePf that a botanist woi^ld comr 
mkva ^vicmrite plant. He %ouU 
nannrallf 'aeek; for it e situatiee of 
leas taeerd) and.a cultiveloft* whose 
Jimited /oooupations would' enable 
htnato j^veoto ita reas<>nableT share 
e(f~lu9 tiuie and attenticM). The ve<y 
leeania^^^f education seems *te ua 
to be,, that the old should teach 
the: young, alidthe wise difect^tbe 
weaki thttt.a man who^profesaba te 
iustfuctv should get among his pwH 
piist^tudy their characters; gain 
their affectioDs; and form their lncli«» 
nations wid aversions. In a p^hliok 
^tchooi, the uumbers render this im^ 
ppssibles it ia impossible thait suffi;- 
aent time ahould b^ found for this 
useful and affectionate interference. 
BoyS) therefore, are left to their own 
cn»de conceptions^ and ill^formed 
propenaitlea; apd ihia neglect ia 
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tiofi". ■ - "'• '• . * '. '. -' '-> -. -'c 

ca«es^' "^e^iomot i^itiM ' pSKbliok 
«elKK>ls»£iiH}««aibltf » tlte;ciiltivailoii 
4lf kfioacviedge^ an^ ^w^^imi^ 'tf^iiiAlfr 
kitmg' '^d««tl^ If tfeey br »so«i» tip* 
t^ltlvi^«ili off riMMsyM tlibngh^«« 
adD^ltf tih^t4'Tif)ioti «ktti points the fiftMt 

bi^<>f^' be .fttmes 'td tiuihV 'estot», 
tilufet »f^if <^i«ai0(glr n o«nahi xareto* 

%(y thefnesmbof aprtrkte «duoatlifn^ 

d£ liferit will ofily te b^gm ^^itii 
^i<^afi&reli^emcsv^sfndpursit«d into 

lfKi8«, t>f'ootiM6^' cdm^ when evevf 

M^ dondtfict-^dan be: no lon|;er Teg«r- 
la$(£d' by' the tratchful BivperinteB* 
4ttK«e drabolliea^ but'^tiMBist be gui^ 
4ied bjrhis iowti ^Ai^cretion. Emanci- 
^ion iniM' com^ at lairt; "and- ^we 
ititnitf that tb&objtetco be aiitied at 
j^ that gueh^emancipacibii^oiiild be 
^adfcal a«d not premature. Upon 
this very invidoous pdint of the>di»- 
^uftsior^, we rather wish to aviM 
MPemgf Mw cfdnion. The manners 
¥f great »eh0oU' Tary censiders^l^ 
feottt time to timef ^nd wiiat majr 
llaTe been true' many years ago, U 
very- possibly not true at the present 
fiieriod* In : this instance, every pi^ 
4^rrt must- be governed by liis own 
^VftetvUtionsf andr means of inlb^ma«> 
tibniHthe^icense which pVf^lS'M 
f tMlek-sehooiiKis only a fair inc^^ase 
^:lH&en^v ppo|iomonate to' adtan- 
eii% age, and ^culaifed to t»*evefft 
4lie bsd ^fi^Ms ^^a: mdden ti^fi^i* 
j^ohfrovA tdtehiry thraldom t»:peru 
feet sdif ]^<3rrenimen% it is 'certainiy 
sT'good, ratHe^ i^aii ' an bnhi Iff on 
tibe edntrairtr; titfere •elistSTin tlie^ 
places of eaueation a system of pny- 
^itiature deb^uehefry, and if ^ey only 
present tnen from' beting" corrupted 
Py tiie -worlds by tsorrupting tbein 



bifirt<0"iii4ir- mtry intb the wiisriit; 
Hiey. nan tiien^ only be tea^ied u>pQ« 
ai enter of< th» greaiMi magnitwii^ 
howcfiei* i^ey may be sdnotioned 1^ 
oyitilmi, w rendewd ftontUartous 
by babis. •.-..... 

TiiettHtai asid'^ssentklpan •of>« 
aehoioV' is thetUKsieri tai, ai<a>fMk 
iMBk school, tio bof, or^ tat «lw best^ 
^o«fy^«Mi«ryri|ldw, can vee i^noogh ^ 
him to derive any >eoiilKideiNable betiif^ 
UtivftAm; bi9xllftraote^' manners, arid 
htStumakkm. ft is ^evisinly of »ef^ 
msnt ' ifse, partienlarly ^tei ^ f^ • ynui^g 
m^ of l«nb,HtbHt lie shorukl'hay^ 
ip$&d « amodg: boys^^biis it is On ly- so 
wbenirbey are all msfdevaMywatefe!* 
edby *som«> Sttpetioof vnderstandki^. 
The morality' of rbo^. is goncrrally 
very imperfect^ ^mir. nmions of hcf^ 
ilour extfomely mistfdcen; -and dieir 
objects of umibition ll*eqtiently very 
absurds The prdbabiHty then is, thUt 
the land of disupline tbey oicercbie 
orer each-other will •produce if whe^ 
Mk to itself) a great 'deal of t^ia 
efale^ and y4»t this is the disclplihl^ 
to which every chiid Ati-a ptibticl^ 
sii^MOl is not' only necesimrily e^apei^ 
iied, but prinorpally confined. Otft* 
«4qoetiq«i {we again repettt) !» d^ 
to ti)e interference ' of boys^ in the 
Anttfadon of the character of boy^ 
their charsoter, we are persuaded, 
will be very^ imperfectty formed 
withont' their asisistancie;but onrob*^ 
.jediob is, to that>;aIm»st'ekclU3Bive 
agency wiifeh^they exerci^ in pub-' 

'Hck' schools j^ ■ 'Jr : 

After havibg sai^'so rauch*4n dp^ 

li^vour«f'pi^lick^solioete)'1w¥ muy 
be eiE|iel»ed^to stMCe^tfi^ktit^i^bii^s of 
<8cftool wd'tbldk pMtoable to them; 
•^iif piibtkkrHdiobUt '^itb all their 
^iadvlfin^stfgesi'ikr^th^ best that can 
itcitrally b^ found, "^ e^^ily attained, 
tho'obyeccions to thiem ar^ eertaitiiy 
made td' very IHde purpose^ 
' We haivipno hesitation, however, 
in saying, tliat that education seems 
tx> lis to be the best^ which mingles 
a domesticfk with a school life; and ' 
wMfih giveato A youth the advantage 
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kttaoQ .wlttcivt*eioit» fronii the adeietj! 
q£ othcr-bojrayrtQgetiiier imttk%tih« 'tm 
fsdaonate vigilaiKoe vhichiiie.*iimst 
experienee in the houto of hia, pft« 
r«ntft; *Bfit whooB tthw SfMKies ^ 
educattot^irosa pecniuri^of eir^ 
comstaiioeftpr flkoatkm, is not atiain>» 
able, we «re dbpoaed ta tkioltf » 
society of twtaitjr or Jtliirt9rbafs,:Uii» 
4dt tbe giftidance.of a IftEinied.iHn^' 
and, abov« aUi of a nu^ of good 
sease, to be a fleowftty. tbe. best ar 
dapted for theediicadoii ^of yotitb.. 
Tbeoumbeci acr.sufiiotQiiKA excite^ 
Si- coQuderable degree of emula-^ 
ticm, to give to; a lny>sQme insigbt 
iikta tbe diversities of the httoianr 
cbajracter, and to subject him to the 
observation wid control of his su* 
penoors. It by^ no.meanB follows, 
that A judicious^ man should atwaf • 
iaterfere with his authority and ad- 
vice, beeause be ^laa always the 
means; he may connive at many 
tbiiygs ivhkb he cannot approve, 
Mtd suffer some little fiiilttres to prcH 
ceed to a certain extent,. which, if 
indulged in wider limits,* woukL be 
attended with in*etroevable mischiefl 



HB^itt/be aw9re, thai hi9 9bip6Qt ili i 
to -fit' has pui»l for the world; tbait: 
GOBStaat t«ontrol is- a* very ^ad {ire<» 
pamtion -for /Complete emancipation > 
from all Aoattvii; that it ia oei had 
poiicf to expAse a young lAaa, under . 
the e)tt ol ^sufkerioisr wisdom, :ta . 
some :tif those dangers which will, 
assajJ^idm berea&er ingreirter nami^ 
ber^ • flsidin geeater strengtt^ wbok 
be has only his own TcaouneesMto de« 
popdupcin* A private edudttien, con? 
ducted upoatbese prtnolples, is not 
caloulaitod to gratffy^, qimckly., tbe va-c 
m^of a parent who i^ biest .with t^ 
cfa^d of strongs chanoter , and pteemi«. . 
nent abilities. To be tbe.first .scholar 
of an obsGore master, at so obsAurel 
pkce, isno very- sf^endid distinct 
ti<m, nor does it afford that opportUff 
nity^ of whicb so .many ^ccaitaf.aner 
deakt)tt8,'Of foroEiing.Jgrtat conitex^ 
iens Soft their ohihlmA. But if theob-' 
ject be, to induce the young. to hyre-. 
knowledge and virtue, we are incti« 
ned to suspect, thsAf for the averager 
of human talents and .characters^ 
these. are the situations in .whiclv 
such tastes will be tiie most effect 
tuaify formed. . n 



FROM THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Ta 'tsing Lerti lee; beings the l^'undamental Laws, and a Selection from the supple* 
mentary Statutes of tbe Penal Code of China; originaUy printed and published v\ 
Vtkin^ in .various successive Editions, under the Sanction and by the Authority o( 
. tjie f evera^ Emp«rours of the Ta Tsinf , or present Dynaaty. Translated froni the 
., Gbimseti and aocoiQparaed with an . Appendia, cfmaisting^ of authentick Doeumeake 
and afew^ebasiotfal Notes^ ilkistralive of the «ubj&ctof the Work. By Sir George 
Th^eitts Statmton, Bart. F. R. S. 4to. pp. 58i. London^ 1810. *> 



THE. Chinese have not bitbeita 
bad very fiair play ii» £uro{»e» The 
&nt missioiBmes, frpm the natural 
propensity of all discoverers to mag* 
Jiffy th^ impoitance d£ their dis^o* 
very* gav« a most exaggerated ac«* 
count of their merits * and -attains 
mentsf and- then came a, set of ^pitik* 
lo8ophon» wbo» irem their aatufai 



love of paradox, asid laudable seal-^ 
to depreciate that part of thdur ape«B 
cies vtrith which ttkty are beat ac^ 
quamted, eagerly tpok tip and itn* 
proved i^»a the legends «if the hdlf 
fathers, till they had not onl^ exaked 
those remote ' Asiaticks above aV 
European c(Mnp^tition|but had trans< 
formed them pM m eon «f liife4« 
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: ^oi^liBiiis; ihc creatures of jnm 
i^easoD and eslightetied bcmeficence. 
Tills extncvaga»c», of course^ pro^ 
vsked. an . c^poaite exlx«vagMice^ 
iuul De Pauvr. aiKl,oilief«^ aot coiw 

. cented witb denying tha lirtuef .«nd 

. 8i:ieiices of the Gmese^ called ^e-s 
qoktAly m questipa their ntunheny 

-^ir px^tpaatyi «iid their manual 
dexterity; and repFeaenfeed-.thein 'as 
among the most contemptible and 
deba^d of: the. barbariahs, to whqm 
all bot Europe seemed to have been 
altotiedinpei*petuitf. More moderate 

. sidTational optnions at length sue* 
ceeded;> and, when onr embatay en* 
teDed the GOuntry in 1793, the imeK 
Hgsnt men trhb ^composed it were 
as little inclmed, we foelievev to ex- 
tol theXhinese^ from childish ad« 
miratknr'Or out of -.witty malice, as 
to detract' from Cbeir.real merits^ 
because they a.ppeared under sax 
outlandish swpect, or had keen over- 
praised by some of their predeceS'* 
sots. The effect of this aspect, how* 
ever,, sold this overpraise, were still 
visible, we think, in the different 
opinions of the candid and intelli- 
gent persons to whom we have allu- 
ded. The, noble lord who was at the 
head of the mission, appears, on the 
whole, to have formed a liigher es« 
timate of this singular people than 
any of the persons of his train. His 
ingenious and enlightened secretary, 

' sir George Staunton, seems to have 
wavered a good deal as to the point 
Of the scale at which Tbe should place 
them; and Mr. Barrow, though iii- 
itiitely more accurate and candid 
tiian De Pauwf is evidently actuated 
by something of tbe^^ same pique or 
antipathy to the formal orientals^ 
which b^ given so singular a colour- 
ihg. to most of Hie statements, and 
observations of. that zealous philo- 
sopher.. 

While the of^inions (tf the best 
informed persons were, thus at vari- 

Cce on the subject, it was narticur 
•ly to be regretted, that there were 
scarcely any documents before the 
fubtickyfrom' M^hich they could, with 



•lAtfy ftroiBjiNigMteiit ion-ttem* 
selves. The translatJons exbitait»^ 
by^ the mtssionarios were moec^ 
ficfom worksr^f faneyf and tkiese wens 
said'.' to be so cok»ired and adorned 
w .their .'vemons, «s'to convejr no 
idea whatever eitiier of the taste^ 
-stjrle, or chametor <rf the people^ 
whilex the stcteMents snade, as. to 
Blatters, of sdenceand govemm^ntt 
were &r too general so serve as the 
fnuadation ^ any impontsat conc}u<i 
sioBs. It is Tather maaarfcable, ia« 
deed, that, notrwitiMtanding the great 
coromeitcial inteicourse which £b* 
g4and has now maintained iritii.Chi^ 
na, for* more than a C4»itury, the 
work before us should have been the 
very first ever, rendered out of that 
language directly mtoiour own. It 
appears to us,.however,.to be at 
least as important, in itself, as it is 
>emarkableforitsrarity< Itocmtahis^ 
as. the title iasports, the audientiek. 
text of the whole penal lavr of Chi- 
na; and as their, peculiar system of 
jurisprudeace has attached a certain 
publick punishment to the violation 
or neglects of aimost every civil ob'^t 
ligation, their penal law comprises 
an ineidentaL view of their whels 
system of legislation. N6w, there 
certsdnly is no one document from 
which we may form a judgment of 
the charapter and condition of any 
nation, with so much safety as from 
the body of their laws; sq4 when 
these are presented to us, not in the 
partial abstracts of their admirers 
or detractors, but in the original 
fulness and nakedness of their aU- 
thentick statutes^ the information, 
which tbipy aiTAird^may fsirfy^bejcon- 
. side^-ed as imramoui^t tp all that can 
be derived from other sources. The 
reprciseBtaliions .of travellers, even ^ 
where their fdelity is lu^le to na 
impeachment^ will almost always 
take a tinge from their own imagi- 
nation or affections; and^ where en- 
thusiasm, or controversy have any 
place in the diacussicm, there is .an 
end to all prospect of accuracy or 
justice. The laws of a peo^, tow- 
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inl»H«« M^ cbaS*u^an4 9uir r-Traii,. A^. p. t^. 

vieitd ^e i«AeGliiig^(^<MPV«r, to whom ^. Ip s{Nite:of all tlus^ be^obaerves, that 
Hi««f ftre pt^tesiedt inAnr «ornfir^f ^tfus 9;ati<m ^iU be fcruod :to posses;^ 
. tbe- urerld, t<i a variety of important s»nM cQ^uderable advantages, both 
. !G<Miel«ai0n8 that did n»l occttr>t«> the in a moral and political view» wbii^ 
.individual by,wtemtb»)r «are C44- -memttQbt texaptly^raikled m 

tet^ed. In such a vorky ^e l^giaia- ^any Eupopean society:. Theae he ^« 
'«or inavitablf poiolia bo^h bunaolf .erab^, in & very brief and ^hilo^o- 
tand tbfi people for whom he legia- ^f\m^ eoumeratipn,. . . ^ 

whites; and, at nothing here depeiuls 
-upon the oolDuriii^jot «tyle or om^- 
««ient« nothing short of intentional 
.labricatioii in the translatpr, can 
-prevent us £rom forming a correct 

notion of the original. In the ca«e _^ _^ ,_ ^ , _ „ , 

'before ns^ however, we have not the sobtiety, hidusiry, and ev^n Intelp. 
-•Illy wery reason to believe that the gencc of the lower classes^ to thfe^alnwjt 



--.«< to tWir system of caHy and iira- 
versal marriag^e, except, indeed, as 4kt 
' as that system ^ay be cdnsideced to C9ti' 
duce to the nAsfomn>e of a redund^ 
populations to the^- snared seganl that4S 
babUiitaiy paid to. the tie^ of kWdred;, io 



tranalatisai b perfectly juat and ac 

* feurate, but ^thinkt we can discipver» 

• sn the translator, such candour md 
Mokwss cif judgment, as would en 



total absence of feudal rtghts and privi- 
leges; to the equable ^s^bution of land- 
ed property; to the tuilaral iBQapaci^y 
Mid iraliapQf ttion o£ th« goversment aiSd 
. people to an indulgence in ambitxoaii pro- 



. title him to be trusted in a matter of jt^cts and foreign fionquesU; and laitly,'to 



..&r greater temptn^ioa. 

• Sir Qeorge Stautiton, in an intro- 
' dnetion of coniidfen^e lengtlif but 
*' which its clearness, modesty, ahd 
^ ItitelUgcttce, made us wish longer, 

• has presented us with an interesting 
►sketch of the general character of 
' the Chinese institudon's; and endea- 
voured) though with a visible lean- 

; ihg in tiieir mvamr^ to mediate be- 

• tweto those w*ho had eieaggerated 
their pretensions, and those who 
had beetieffsnded at the disappoint- 
joent of extravagant expectations. 
He c^onfesses, that the romantick 

• ideas which had been diffu«ed by 
- the writings of some of the tnissio'- 
^ hmies, were &r, indeed^ ffom being 

^ realised by an actt^al inspection of 
' the Chinese. 

** Their knowledge/* he observes, •* was 

pecceived to be dmctive in th«s« point s 

in winch «^e ha¥«, in Kufope, recently- made 

tlie greatest progress, and to which we 

are therefore proportionately partial. Their 

virtues were found to consist more in ce- 

:' remonial observances, thafi in moral du* 

lies; more in prof«ssioii» than tapraetteei 

^ and their vice^ when graced and disco- 

. . iren^«iipQiioc<^atif()ns where they were tlte 

)if^ c^eote,4. seeined |q 4€<»eiT« » 



a system of penal laws, If not the mOfit 
just and equrtable^ at least the ino«t odJ|»- 
prehensive, uniform, atld suited to tite 
gettios of t^ people for ii^om it ll de- 
signed, pei^ajps oC any that ever existe^" 

Upon the whole, he thinks it rea- 
sonable to conclude, that a philoso- 
pher who should survey this people 
with an enlightened and liberal indtil- 
g^nce, would probably 9md « sortie- 
thing to compensate the evils? he hj^d 
justly reprobated and lamented; and 
might even have at last deternu- 
nea? that a considerable proporti<^ 
of the opinions most generally en- 
tertained by Chinese and Europesrtas 
of each other, was to be imputisd 
either to prejudice, or to misinfor- 
mation; and that, vpon the whole,' it 
was not allowable to arrogate, ^pn 
either side, any violent degree of 
moral or physical superiority.**— 
Trans, Pre/, p. ix. 

Though we approve very much of 
the spitit of these observations, We 
cannot yet persuade ourselves > to 
acquiesce in the equation with which 
they conclude. Yet if Sir George 
Staunton's statements are to be ^^ 
lied OQ, and evei7 thing about tb^ 
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entitlef them ta the highest autho- 
rity; the intellectual condition of the 
Chinese must be a subject of more 
curious investigation than the best 
of our recent accounts would lead «» 
'to beliere. 

^ The elements of literature, b)r 

which we supQMnteis meant tiie^rt ^ 

reading the c^estand most shnple 

xharacters, are almost univer«atl|r 

^USii3ed,ainP«g \h^ natives; and this 

•«»cpompUshment is fostered and re- 

'ivarded^ by «ii> imfinitje mulUtude of 

^^foiioadoo% upon. alL subjects but 

^those coimeisted'' with the govem* 

^Vinent of the cotmtry, and particu- 

;,lariy ia the <l^partments of poetry 

. ,«nd the ^Ikt icttrea^ These works 

iase multipfUfid by « clumsy species of 

\pi4Qiaig, 'whaoh has been practised 

^ among' them- for time immemorial; 

^^and every cpniiidemble'city contains 

^various boc&seUers* shops, where a 

jg^eat :varie|y«of publications may 

' idwaya be«pUAehMed# 

^- The entreme diificultyof the writ- 

"tiBff'languageb acknowledged by 

air Geor^ Stsmiiton; «nd, uilfortu- 

^natelyi thjui difficulty increases pretty 

^nearly in the same proportion with 

. the merit of their works of poetry 

and eloquence. In compositions 

.^^whiicb .have nothing to do with 

- wordsj. all the beauties of versifica- 

>. tioEiy i^^thm* and every thing that is 

called style in other languages, is of 

^ xourse out of the question. Their ' 

. poetry does not consist of verses, nor 

.their oratory of periods; but both are 

distingui^ed from the pictures of 

. .their. ordinary thoughts by the use 

. of. less obvious and more ingeniQus< 

. metaphors, and by a selection of 

, characters, the elementary parts of 

. ^vhich present, a series of pleasing 

ideas, though the sip^nifidttion of the 

whole ma^ not be different from that 

.of some ordiusijry character. Com- 

-^ positions of this kind do not*, of. 

' course, admit of translation; and, as 

• the g|enius of the iai^giuige rejects 

the aid of common particiea of con- 

nexion* andjjjjresea^s merely a..%tring^ 

of detached unages, th^ jEielltions of 

' Vot, V. » 



-which'the risa^teris left to*#iid from 
th^ir intrinsick quahlies, it is easy to 
conceive how infinitely laborious the 
task mtist be, of deciphering their 
-more elaborate and omanientai ccift* 
•posifions. We learn, accot^ingly) 
from sir George Scauntons that one 
of the missionaries, who was moat 
thoroughly acquainted with .the ian* 
guage, and was highly distinguished 
amons^ the Chinese themselves for 
proficiency in their literature, de- 
clared, that he should never have 
been able to i^ead or translate a ce- 
iebrated, imperial poem, which he 
entitles ^Eloge De Moug'dcfiy" with- 
out referring, occasionally., to a pHe- 
rious translation of it into the km- 
guage of thc{ Manchoo Tartars. * 
' The elementary books of the iawsy 
however, the translator assures us, 
are composed in a much simpler 
style; and, being inteiKled for the 
perusal of the whole body of the peo- 
ple, consist, almost entirely, of the 
easiest and most simple characters. 
This circumstance, joined to their 
great importance in illustrating the 
character and condidon of the peo- 
ple, recommended them, in a pecu- 
liar manner, as a subject for trans- 
latian, and as calculated to afford a 
tafe aadaattafactory specimen, both 
of Chmctse compo^kion^ and of Chi- 
nese iep^islatien. 

As SUP George Staunton considers 
it (upon grounds which we hope he 
will hereafter elucidate more fully) 
as one of the facts most incoutesu- 
hly proved ki history, that the Chi- 
nese were united under a regular 
govem^osntt and.in no low state of 
civilisation, at least aa early as the 
third century before our era, it might 
have beeu expected that, among a 
peopte so tenacious of cM usages^ 
their fundamental, penal code should 
have been deduced from a very re* 
mote antiquity. Their great love of 
their«nccsl|9rs, however, gives place, 
it • seenw, tp their greater love for 
their reij^n^g emperour; and,- on 
the accession of every new dynasty, 
U is the" custom to nit^ke a sort of 
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redacHon^ or new edidon? of the 
subsisting statutes^ vrhich takes the 
name of the reigning familV) and 
forms the Leu, or fundamental code^ 
during the subsistence'of that race; 
.all the additional statutes being sub- 
joined in a subordinate form, as sup* 
plementary clauses of explanation 
or convnentaryt called Lee, to this 
immutable text Upon the accession 
of a pew dynasty, such parts, both 
^f text and supplement, as are ap** 
proved of, are incorporated into a 
new text, which takes the name of 
that family, and receives successive 
increments in the form of Lee, du- 
jing all the period that It possesses 
the sovereignty. The present dy- 
nasty is that of Tsing, which as- 
cended the throne only in the year 
1644; 'and the date, of the present 
fundamental code cannot, therefore, 
be quite so ancient. This, however, 
it is obvious, is only true of its pre- 
sent form and anrangement, or rather 
of its authoritative publication under 
that form; for? in anati(»iwheretl^ 
veneration for antiquity and esta- 
blished usage is so strong as to form 
the chief security of the govern- 
ment, and the chief obstacle to im- 
prgvenient am(Mig the people, it is 
impossible not to conclude, that by 
far the greater part of the code thus 
promulgated, would consist of the 
ideiKical precepts and regulations 
wliich had been enforced, from time 
imm^emodal, among thia unchanging 
people. The e4rlie8t compilation of 
which sir George Staunton has pro- 
cured any authentick intelligence, is 
ascribed to a worthy of the name of 
Lee-Quee, who id Siupposed to have 
lived about 250 years he£ore Christy 
and who does not appear to have 
been th^ author of any of the laws 
which he collected. The greater 
part of the present code, sir George 
supposes to be at least asjold as tl>c 
time now mentioned; ai^d much of 
it, he thinks, may be reasonably 
presumed to be far raofe ancient. 
It is peculiarly uncomfortable, how- 
ever, to be left tQ conjecture ufm 



^ point of Ais natim; as, ereti 
tiiou^h we were assured that nine- 
tenths of the whole work was of v4- 
fy great antiquity, it is^ Impossibte 
to be quite certain that th&sis the 
case as to any pardcular re|fiilati<m 
er prescription, tibe. antiquity of 
which might lead to tiiie most inter- 
esting conclusions^ There^ are sofiie 
kws, in particolar, tiiat bearao re» 
markable an affinity to modem £uh 
ropean institutbns, that it would b» 
very desirable to know with certainty 
that they had been, very aneienflf 
enacted among thei antipodes. 

To have translated the whole Left 
Lee, that is, the fundamental te«4, 
and all the supplementary dauses, 
vould» it seems, hav« rendered the 
work &r too voUtndnous;. Sir George 
Staunton has, therefore, given only 
the former in the body of the wlsrk, 
marking, at the end of every s€NS- 
tion, how many JLet^ or addilions|l 
clauses, are subjoined to it in the 
original, and engvossing such of 
them as.appear cunknis or importanfi 
in an appendix, > which contains a 
great number of other vahiable ehtp 
cidations. ...» 

, Our readers, we suppose, wonM 
not thank us for an exact account of 
the divisions, books, and sections of 
this Chinese code^ with a jnere hm 
of their titles, and of the subjects of 
which they treat, it will probably 
suit th^r puipose better, if we en* 
deavour, in the Brst place, to point 
<Hit what struck us as most remarks 
able in the general character of the 
work, and then specify such of its 
enactments as appear to uk to thrdw 
any valuable light on the genius and 
condition of tl» people, or on the 
natuire of their peculiar institntionsw 

And here we wiU ccNifess, that by 
£itr the most remarkable thing m 
this code, appeared to us to be its 
great reasonabteness, clearness, an4 
consistency; the business-like bee^^ 
vity and directness of the various 
provisions, and. the plainness anU 
moderation of the language in which 
they are expressed* Tiakeve is nothings 
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most adier Asktitk prodoctiowi; 
,]|one. of^e superstidous deliratkm, 
.^0 miserable incoherence, the 
^srenaeBdous non ^eftdtwn and etep^ 
JM repetitioRs . of tho4e oracular 
^rfonnanoes; nothing' even of the 
Jurg*td adulatioiiy tite accumulated 
efHthotSt and fatigtdng self praise of 
'Q&er' easteradespqtcbms; but a calia, 
<<0j9ci9e9 and distixK^ aenes-'of enaco> 
aaenla, xsavoorxng^, thtoughouty of 
fffn^Ueol judgment and European 
Mod senses aad, ^ if not always cofi" 
tormable to our impvoved notions of 
^xpedifiisc^ in this:eowitrf , in gene- 
ral approacfaiiig to them more nearl]f 
4»w^ the codes of mou other nationi^ 
WheiriiGe pasi^^ iadiecd, from th« 
i^^if^ of die Zendaresta, or the 
Pitranas^ tp the tone of -sehse and of 
business .of thb Chinese collection, 
we seem to*, be passiiig from dark^ 
tiess to light; from ^le idrivelings of 
dotage to the. exercises > of an im- 
proved '^andorstanding. ' And, redun-' 
4aot atid . absurcUy minme as these 
i».^m m^ in many pasticularsy we 
apiqrcelf know .any Eopoffoaii code 
that is at once so copious and so 
^anaistciity or that is neariy so free 
from intvicaqr^ bigotry, and fiction. 
In fivmy ^iBg relating to political 
jreedom oclnrnvidnal independence; 
H.i% indeed^ wo^ly defective; but) 
fei? ^he Tepvesskm of disorder^ and 
the gmtle coercibn oi a vast popu^ 
i^tioR} it .appears to vs to be> ki 
g^iwaral^ eqiMl^ iraid and efficacious. 
Thje ^tafefrof'^society for whidb it was 
Hcurmed i^ears, incidentally, to be Jt 
\sm and a wmched state of socimyi 
llDtL weidoQot.knaw that wiser meaofis 
C4itfd'.have hecn devised for main- 
tuinin^ it- in pc»oe«|id.tranquilKfty. 
- To .justify what we hare' said of 
the Earopeaii .rnasonabl^ssof the 
Chinese offictal'Style^ we shall here 
}teyi'heSat» ^our readers a fertr sevi^ 
tfiBces 4jK»n a angular state paper, 
oiTredict, of the late emperour Kien- 
Lungy .udnch is translated by ^ip 
Qeor^e Staunton^ i m his app«idix. 
T-|d;i jft a sost oCTaMiotory «ddr(9s6 



lebrated monarch a year or* two after 
he had resigned the sceptre to his 
son, and when the increasing infir- 
imties oi extreme old age be^n to 
give intimation of his approaching 
end. The reasonableness, mildness, 
and simplicity of this extraordinary 
paper, is rather greater than we 
should expect from any of our Eu- 
ropean secretaries of state; and has 
in it more of a gentle ahd paternal 
tone than we should have looked fot 
from a veteran despot. 

•• When the administration of this em- 
pire was committed to our charge, we, 
indeed^ beheld before us a task of serious 
difficulty; but we were rendered thereby, 
only more earnest and solicitous in avoi<t 
mg all deviation from the strict line of 
conduct we had prescribed to ourselves. 
All parts of our various and widely ei» 
tended domains, shared equally our atteifr 
tion; and frequently, during the darkness 
of the night, as well as at the middle hour 
of the day, we have attended, unconscious 
of fatigue, in the councils of our ministers, 
lor the 1 purpose of eommtinieating' out 
decisions on their repf»^s, and of issuing 
new ordinances for tlW pubUck W(}»1, that 
thus no day might be permitted to pass 
away, without having been duly filled and 
employed." 

' ."Thus, dufing the long and eventful 
period of our reign, the weighty affairs of 
government have^een the objects of our 
constant reyard; and, deeply impressed 
with the critical importance of the charg*^ 
we never ventured to pronounce the ob- 
jects of government to have been so com- 
pletely attained, or the peace of the em- 
pire, so immutably establi^ed, ss to admit 
of our relaxing our ei!brts, or indulging ia 
repose. 

" Ultimately, howpver, we recalled to 
our recollection the mental prayer whicl^ 
we had addressed to the Supreme Being 
on our accession to the iTn|)erial dignity, 
aiid in whidi we had made a solemn inti« 
matjion of our intentionr to lesign, to our 
son and successour, the sovereignty of the 
realm, if tlie Divine Will should grant 
to our reign a sixty years continuancej 
ferasmucti as we were uriwillirtg to ex- 
GKed, in Sny case, the duration of our im- 
perial g»mdfather's g^vemment.** 

<f Aaeordkigly, on the first day of the 
year Ping^hin, we transferred to our son« 
the present emperour, the seals of the 
svereign Icutfiority, reserving to ourself 
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tiie ^title of -MOST lix«H BiosRoiriL, as » 

distinctive appellation; thus accompH&h- 
^ig", ir the «rit!, what,' in oxir solemn invo- 
cation to Heaven, we had originally pro* 
posed." 

J. ** We have already attained the eighty 
ninth year of our age. Therefore but a few 
short years ^re wanting to complete the 
utmost period of longevity. It then only 
fui"ther behoves us reverently to employ 
the remaining days of our life^ and pa- 
tientlv ta^await the hour which is to eon* 
ciude it.** - 

•• Shortly aft 9P we bad received the 
cT>ngratalations of our ministers, in the 
b^ll of audience in the palace oi Kan-tsmg' 
Jctttiffy on the first day of the new year, our 
.am^eiite wholly failed us; we are now also 
' seiisible that our facuUies of sight and 
lieai-ing are declining apace. 

•• The emperour, our son, has, indeed, 
been piously engaged in procuring medical 
assistance, ami assiduously attentive in 
seeking the means most likely to conduce 
t&o^ir recovery; but we feel that at our 
a^vamced period of life, medicine can 
prove i>f very little avail, and, therefore, 
•make this preparation previous to the last 
^noital paroxysm of disease. After a long 
siiccession of years, we are about to close 
«-reign sustained with caution and assi- 
duity, and invarkibly favoured by the dis- 
. ting'uished protection of Heaven, and of 
ou.i\aneefitor»,:We are now about to resign 
for ever the adnMAl8ti*ation of this empiref 
but shall leave it in the hands of the em* 
p^roor, our son, whose eminent abilities' 
and pious dispositions at*e ih every respect, 
coufonaable to our wishes, and will, 
djgubt^est, ensure to him a fe^eity lifee ours 
in.hi*feure iindertakingVi an idea which 
fiunishi^s us with t,he xnpat gi*ateful con- 
BOlalion." p. 482. 

The next thin^ that strikes us as 
retftarkaWe in this collection, is the 
exiicssive and unprofitable accuracy . 
and ttiiniiteness 6f its regulationsj 
the constant desire to regulate every 
thing whatever; to interfere in every 
action; and to fix immutably, before- 
» hknd, the effect of every shade of 
dfetinction which a case may receive 
from its circtimstances. Thus, the 
fbimdation of the whole code is laid 
iri fixing a scale of punishment, 
ritiing^ through twenty degrees, fpom 
ten blows with the bamboo t<r 100 
blows; 'to sixty blows, with banisb- 
nient for one jrcar to the distance ^i ' 



150 xojJiw\ to iOQ blovst andfixngpe'-^ 
tual banishment to the distance oif 
ISOQ miles; to death, by strangling^ 
by decollation^ or by tcurture; and iit 
Qase of any offence, the ieg^ pu- 
nishment is directed to be iuoreased 
or dimmished by a certain nimib^? 
of those deg^es, according to th» 
circuB^stauces^ of aggravation or 
palliation by which it may be al>f 
tended. In like manner^ thepuniata* 
ment of theft is snade to vary, ac* 
cording to the value of the thiafi^ 
stolen, from ten blows wkh tlie 
bafnboo, to death by strangting; and 
all the considerations <» stealing; 
under trusts or from the pubtick) or 
fr<»n relations, are made to aggra«> 
¥ate or diminish the punishment by 
a certain, nun»ber of those degrees.: 
Besides ^1 this, almost all the ac** 
tions of a man's life are subjected; 
to the control of the govemment;i 
and its penal sanctions are inciHrred 
for improprieties of the mostdomes^: 
tick natpr^, and even &r ^e mos^* 
imioc^i^t transactions^ if entered into 
without its special license. Thus, ai 
man ia severely punished for marry« 
ing while his parents are in prisooy^ 
or within three years after theip^ 
deathi or Jor neglecting to pay; 
honour to their sepulchres; and also: 
for acting as a commercial agentv or. 
eyen for killing his own oxen> with-* 
out a written permission from the~. 
magistrate; for dressing himself in 
an unsuitable manner; for allowing 
his lands to lie waste^ or neglecting^; 
to pay interest for borrowed money. 
Now, this extraordinary minuteness ; 
and oppressive: interference witht^e 
freedom of private conduct, is not- 
to be considered, merely as atiahog' 
from that passioa for goweming toi>i 
much, which is apt to infest all per^ 
sons in possessi(»i of absolute power; 
b>it appears to us to indicate a cer^r 
tain stage in tbe progress of society,.: 
imd to belong to a peric^^of civiliaa^ 
tion, beyond which the Chinese have 
not yet been permitted to advance. 

The first efforts of legislation, in 
aU.countriesiare very^ahortandge^ 
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n«valt ftiid Gon^ftt^ Ibr the mMt pMt| 
in iittie-else tfian the btief and aii- 
thKnritallve enuneitttion of tome of th6 
great aad obvious maxims of moral- 
iq^(N?.$ome of the esmblit^bed^dsaged 
tty' wiiich the society had previou^f 
confortned; Such are the dteCalogue 
«f Moses; the iaws ot the twelve 
tables; '4nid the plimilti've laws of 
tha Persians and other nide nations^ 
When * Booiety has ad vaiiced a little, 
howeirer, aiid ^vemm^nts have be* 
come strongs the legislator takes a 
iBjich mnore - a^ibitious ai^. De- 
lighted with the eflbctof'his own 
i^ukitions of police, and the con-> 
venience of his own ii^ed and art»^ 
trtoy i!uie8 of proceeding, he eiidea- 
voiirs to extend tho^ same rigid oi*der 
ttowgh all the departments of life;^ 
herepressies irregularities merely in 
order to reakee ah ideal notion of per- 
fection, and labours to sutiject the 
whole frame ot human society to a law 
ofnoiforaiiity and subordination, under 
Which it 4sT«Q% eaieulated to flourish. 
. in the exultation of their irst tri«> 
umph over the lawless disorders of 
savage life, th^ fiii^t reformers of the 
world se«m to ha^^e thought that it 
was. impossible to have too niuch 
law OF too 'much order; and, having 
fixed, in their own minds, how it 
could be best and most convenient 
that mco riiould live together, to 
have atmetl at enforcing the essential 
and the insignificant parts of their 
S5«teai with the same indisciimma* 
ta^ earnestness. Having uppendnost 
in^t^eir thoughts the dangers of a 
tamuhuaiy and uncontrolled state of 
society, they set a most exaggerated' 
value ^11 eoercive regulations; and, 
f<p-getting altogether bttth th^ Suf- 
fering amd the debasement that was 
to <result from the destruction of in* 
dividual freedom, thought of liothing 
but of enforcing and reducing to 
practice th^r own schemes of per^ 
maoent control ai«doom^l^te supet^- 
intendafice. 

It is upon this principle, as it ap*- 
pears tous> that society has, in' all 
^ttSMTtors of-^tho world) been 30 fre« 



quently moulded by' t^c violence of" 
its early rulers ii^ a form ^iltogether 
forced and .unnatural, and been 
crushed into artificial regularity, t<» 
the obstruction of all its happy and 
healthy movements. To thb source,^ 
we conceive, are to be referred the 
institution of gastea in India and in 
ancient £gypt; the inflexible and- 
intolerable discipline of Sparta; a 
great part of the military array of 
the feudal-system; the distinctions 
and ceremonies of the tribes of the: 
South Sea and North America; the 
burdensome police and subdivistona 
imputed to Alfred in Old £ng-», 
land; and, perhaps, the impassable 
boundaries which existed, till . lately, 
between the noblesse and the com-' 
monalty in continental Europe. Iii- 
all these institutions we see a love 
of regularity, and of complete and 
thoroughgoing control, interfering,: 
at a very early period, with the 
natural freedom and equality of men;, 
and endeavouring, with a forcible; 
and jealous hand, to repress all thos0 
movements of individual indulgence 
or ambition^ from the gi«ater excess-; 
csof which, society had at that time,j 
perhaps, more need of protection. ^, 
As real civilisation advanced» 
however, this contrpl was felt to be 
both grievous and .unnecessary; a 
more liberal system was gradually, 
introduced; and,' wherever human 
intellect expanded, and national 
prosperity rpsQ h4gh,,^the bands of 
this barbarick regularity, were burst 
asundfer. Menabers of a truly well 
regulated state were left to a freedom, 
which appeared frightful and perni- 
cious to Uie keepers of a half tamed 
generation; and men were r^gstored 
to every degree of independence that 
did not manifestly endanger the 
safety of their neighbours. Then, 
at last, it was discovered, that the 
irksome discipline of a school could 
ntjt be advantageously continued to- 
wards men of mature growth and 
understanding; that individual hap- 
piness and comfort (which were the 
ends of all govempent) were of 

• uigiiizea Dy -v^j v^Oy l\^ 
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luorc valae tb»n t^c preservation pf 
a vain 8uid fant8»tick uniformity^ 
and that the hazard of occasional 
disorder was but a chcxap price to 
te paid for the spirit of enterprise 
and exertion. Stocks and stqne^ 
it was perceived, might be wrought 
with advantage, into forms of perfect 
and immutable i»ymmetry; but men, 
like plants, could only flourish when 
they were free; and if the gardeninjg 
was bad which planted trees ^n tr^t 
angles and clipped them into c(»nes, 
the policy was worse which subject- 
ed men, in their private functions, 
to the control of government? and 
drilled them into spiritless subjec* 
tion, by the perpetual visitation of 
the law. 

In the spirit of this policy, how- 
ever, and in the stage of society by 
which it is engendered, does the 
Chinese code appear to have been 
framed; and to this general and 
widely operating cause, are we iur 
clined to refer its jealous and ve.xa-: 
tious interference with the ordinary 
jduties of individuals. Its minute 
and anxious attempts at accuracy in 
distinguishing cases and proportion-* 
ing punishments, originate in the 
same blind love of regularity, and 
will be found to correspond exactly 
with the institutions of other coun; 
tries, while under the influence oiT 
the same principle. In Hindoostan 
where this systematick .spirit has 
perhaps been carried the mott un- 
telenting length, and been longest 
maintained, the distinctions are still 
more ludicrously muiute, and the 
scaie of punishment graduated with 
more elaborate ingenuity. In China, 
the legislator thought he went far 
enough, when he specified the pre* 
cise penalty for tearing off two tse, 
•f hair, or for throwing filth and 
erdiire on another. The Hindooi 
however, has had the precaution tp 
provide an appropriate rate of punish- 
ment for the offence of throwing the 
wax of the earsy or the fiaringa of the 
nails at one's neighbour; and even 
to vary the pain according as tbQse 



x)r the under part of the body^ or ott 
the back part ^r the fore. In an- 
cietnt Europe, there was the sam^e 
lantastick and preposterous minute- 
ixess; tlie table of pains, indeed, was 
different; and as our ancest(»rs were 
of too high a spirit to submit to be« 
i^S flogged, consisted, for the moat 
part, in pecuniary finea- In Wale^^ 
where specie was leas abundant* .the 
law laid on the mulct in grain; a&4 
the operation of the same spirit ia 
visible in the anxiety with which tlw 
Chinese code directs certain ofr<^Q|C0$ 
to be expiated by 50 blows inflicted 
on the posteriory with a piece of 
bamboO).five (eun in length, OQe and 
a half tsun in thickness, and two kiv^ 
in weight, held by the smaller. es4( 
and in the no less ingenious an4 
anxious enactment of the Welch 
legislator, who provides, that for 
certain delinquencies, the culprit 
shall pay as much grain as, teiag 
poured out on the^fiaor, sJ»aU atand 
in a. heap sufficiently high in the 
centre to. cover the Jbody of a full 
grown cat, held by the tip. of tJbA 
tail; with her posfi just toucliing the 
ground! 

Upon the folly of theae r^guUtiona 
it is unnecessary to enlarge. They 
fciaye their origin in that uaenUghU* 
ened presumption^ whi«h suppoaea 
that it ia possible fcr human kir 
genuity to anticipate all tlie.a^adea 
and vai^iations of. which bytunaa de« 
Unquency is susceptU>le, and to ac<* 
commodate punishment in. so wise a 
proportion to offence, in a. general 
and. permanent code, as that xttstico - 
shall always be exactly dane by ita 
literal enfpircemem. This, too, in 
an errour of early legislation; .and 
an errour that, in the happier rc^ 
giops of the world, ia speedily de^ . 
tected by the light of experience 
and philosophy; proving both that 
the object ia unattainable,.. and that . 
it is not worth attaining. Ia aloioat 
all cases of variable delinquency^ 
the law need fix only the maximum 
of punistipfte^t^ , l^vjjpg ,.it , to. tlie 
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judge to giveeflR^ct to such circum- 
etauces of mitigation as liiay ttriftOk 
To think of enumeratnig dll those , 
circunwtanoes by anticipation: in the 
law itself^ and settling infiexibly the 
«fi^ct they shall have on the sed'^ 
tence, has always appeared to us to 
be mere foppery and childishness. In 
an arbitrary gorermnenty the judge is 
Jikeiy'to be more ttierciful, as well 
as more just, than the legislatort 
and in a u^ee state^: the control c£ 
public^ . opinion has always been 
IbfMQd sufficient to «isure his impar- 
dalky. it ia not a little remarkable, 
liDiweTer, that this exact adaptation 
df pains to offences^ which, we have 
aeen, is always attempted in igno- 
ranty- aiid dyandoned in enlightened 
thnes) is very zealously recommebd- 
ad by, no less a person than Mr. 
fientham, in his Ptincifiesde Legist" 
iationj edited by M. Dumont; and 
idiat be even makes the want of it 
otte ef the most serious charges 
against life present system of juris- 
prudence in most of the European 
notions. ^ We have formerly said a 
good deal upon this subject, in our 
reriewof that moat ingenious publi- 
cation; and shall only remark at 
present, that to determine exactly 
th^ point at which the danger of 
commitdng something to the discre- 
tioti of the judge becomes less than 
that of tymg hhn down by directions 
altogether inflexible, is one of the 
tnosti^Bcuh problems in the whole 
science of legislation, and which can 
only be resolved, in every particular 
country, by a thorough consideration 
of the character of the people, and 
the habits of their law officers. 

The third peculiarity which must 
strike a European, or at least tlie 
native of a free country, in perusing 
this Asiatick code, is the excessive 
uld atrocious severity with which all 
ounces against the government are 
avenged; and the keen and vindictive 
jealousy with which the most remote 
attack on the person or dignity of 
the emperour is repressed, rerr 
tons conv^ctied of treaAonskbie prac^ 



ticeSj are to be put td death by sloit 
and. protracted torture, and alj thcar 
tnale relations in the first degree 
indiscriminately beheaded? their fe* 
male relations sold into slavery; ziA 
all their coiinoxions residing in their 
fenuly relentlessly put to death. All 
persons who at anytime presume to 
walk upon the roads set apait fbt 
the. imperial journies, shall be sc> 
vercly puniishcd If they intrude 
into the line of the imperial retinue^ 
they shall suffer deaths and the. 
aame il' they enter any apartment of 
the palace set apart for the use of 
his majesty, or any of his near rela** 
tions. Workmen employed in the 
paiaco shall receive a passport at 
entering, and deliver it back On their 
return. They shall be regularly 
counted as they puss out be lore sun- 
set; and if any one remains behind, 
he shall be invariably put to deaths 
Our attainder of blood is merciful 
and just, eompai^d with these regu- 
hkticms. But the subjects of such a 
sovereign are amply revenged by 
the fears in which such laws must 
originate. 

Another very remarkable feature 
in this code is the indiscriminate 
frequency of corporeal punishments. 
The bamboo is the great moral 
fianacea of China: and offences of 
all descriptions are punished, in 
every rank of society, by a certain 
quantity of flagellation. The high- 
est officer in the state is .whipped 
lik^ a common pickpocket; and there 
are at least fifty clauses in this code, 
by which, for particular offences, a 
general officer is ordered to receive 
fifty lashes on his posteriors, and to . 
continue in the commajid, of the 
army. Those things sound strangely 
in our ears; and are, no doubt, ae« 
companied, in a certain degree, with 
that general debasement of charac- 
ter, which, according to our notions, 
must have existed to an enormous 
degree before they could be endur- 
ed. The fact, however, probably is, 
that the. degradation which attaches 
10 a bio w in modem Europe^ is iome« 

uigiiizea oy v^j v^v^pt i\^ 



32 



SELECT REVIEWS. 



thing greater than its natural share 
of degradation; and that we are in- 
debted to the peculiar institution of 
chivalry, for that generous and rei 
fined system of manners, which 
makes it worse than death for a 
gentleman either to receive a blow, 
or to be convicted of a fatlsehood. 
In China, they have no such deli- 
cacy. A blow is a bad thing in so far 
as it is painful, and no further; and, 
in % country where there seems to 
be absolutely no sense of honour, 
there is, perhaps, no punisl^ment sfo 
equal and manageable. The truth 
is, that where the government is 
strong, and the police active an4 
vigilant, it is a matter of no great 
<:onsequence what be the character 
of punishment inflicted on indivi- 
duals, so it be uniform and unvary- 
iag. Belbre we utterly despise the 
Chinese, however, for flogging their 
generals, it would be as well that we 
should cease to flog the brave men, 
who should share in the honour, as 
they do in the perll&^f our generals; 
mud not aggravate the baseness of 
such a punishment by the inconsis- 
tency of confining it to that order of 
men, to whom it must be most in- 
tolerable. In some particular cases, 
the law of China allows the corpo- 
ral punishment to be redeemed by 
. a fine, at the rate of about SQa. for 
each blow. 

Such are the chief pecularities 
(hat strike us (m a general view ^f 
this co<)e. We shall now procee4 to 
make a brief and hasty abstract of 
such ^ its particular regulations 
as a{^>ear to us to be curipus and 
important,, either as affecting the 
general system of law, or as illus- 
trating the character and conditbn 
4if the people. 

There k no explanatum given of 
the mode of originating prosecu- 
tions. AH persons who come to the 
knowtoc^e of a crime, are liable to 
severe punishment if they do not 
inform; and in all cases of theft and 
vobbery, the soldiery and magistrates 
of the district are exposed ta xe<* 



peated floggings, if they donot ^»- 
cover and convict the offenders The 
a£€;iised person is committed to pri- 
son,, apparently without any relief 
aiialagott9 to our bail;, and is direct 
efd to be tortured to extort a confess 
aion, if the ca3e s^pear auspncious; 
the torture, however, is not to be 
used tp persona . privileged from 
^their rank; nor to persons under 15y 
tn* iteve 70 years of 4i^e..It doea 
not appear, whether the accused is 
allowed to be present at the.exami* 
nation of witnesses; but, after sea* 
tence is pronounced, he and his b^ 
mily are regularly brought intocoiu^ 
to hear it; and may^ if they pleaa^ 
appeal against it; in which case, the 
matter shall, in all cases, undergd 
a fresh examination by a higher tri* 
bunal. The merit of voluntary con- 
fession seemts prodigiously. overva- 
ted; for any one who comes to a 
magistrate, and freely confesses a 
crime before he has .4»een ? charged 
With it, is entitled to a free pardon^ 
provided it be a first offence. 
. Persons under . fifteen^ or above 
seventy, or maimed, are allowed to 
redeem themselves from all but ca- 
pital punishments, by a small fine* 
Under ten, and above eighty, even 
when capitally convicted, to be re- 
commended to the clemency of the 
emperour. Under seven, and above 
ninety, to be punished for nothing 
but treason. By a merciful, but 
somewhat fantastick construction of 
these laws, it is enacted, that, 

" Whoever is ascertained tobe aged or 
infirm at the period of trial for any of^ 
fence, shall be allowed the benefit of such 
plea, althpagh he may not have attained 
the full age, or laboured under the' al« 
leged infirmity at the time the offence was 
committed. 

** In any case of temporary banishment 
the offender, on attaining the age, or be- 
coming infirm as aforesaid, sbaU^ in like 
manner, become, thereupon, entitled to the 
privilege of redeeming himself fi-om lur« 
tber punishment. On the otlier hand, the 
privilei^e of youth may be pleaded when 
the age of the offender, at the time qf 
totmmtting the offence^ did not exceed se* 
vtn, %eny or fifteen years, whatever nay he 
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led by iheni«Mf«i; l>i$, the Metesaries 
Ahall oe puaished'as accessaHes m the oS^ 
fence, of which thev. would-ifaeiQ.selvc^ 
Have been guilty, had they h^en in the 
phic« of the principal. As for instance; if 
« man enf^ages a atrangfer to strike his 
ihaH 

yea'rs and a half banish naeut> for tlie of> 
fence oF •triUng>4iis elder; but the flti*ai> 
get shaA be only punished with twent|r 
blows, as in connnon cases of an assault* 
AJao, if a younger relation induces a stran- 
jger to Bteal to the amount of ten leang dr 
ounces of silver of the family propcitjs 
he 8h;^ll only be punished as wacitiiig, or 
disposing of, without leave, tin? fitmily 
property to that extent; whereas tlie straiv- 
g*er shall be pun)sh^d as in cooimon cases 
of theft." p. 33. 

Foreigners guilty of crimes witiir 
in China, must answrer for them ao» 
cording to the common law of thir 
empii'e. There is no proper, heredU 
ILary nobility in China, except the 
descendaats of some great. Tartar 
K «i , M ^ jm - princes, who still possess lands ki 

:«:^Sr'd"^Sr'SSr3; H-^- The en.pe«mr, however, 
andcommittmg ofiencea against the laws ^^ bestow nobility, with a remain- 
.#8 a puubiick body« by false or erroneoos ^^^ ^^ heifs-male, to be resumed 
^^ecisions and investi|rations, the clerk of when he pleases: and, by law^ thote 
the department or tribunal j>hall be pu« who have been exalted for rende?* 
nished as the principal offender; thfe pu. 
ftSfihinent of the several depaties» or exe- 
'fcutive officers, shall be len by one de- 
.gfee; that of 1^ assessors less by another 
degsee; and that of the presiding ina«> 
gistrata less by a third degree '' p. 30. 



, AH isapital convicts to lie 

4fed at a pajttcular peviod 'm ^e 4Mh> 

tumin 'jHid net sooner tlMm ^inee ,.,-,- ^ - * .^ 

'days lAcr the empcrout has trans^ ^.niLf JT'^-^k^^T^ m. "^^^^^ 

Wtted his mtificSon df the sen. ^ P^^^^'i^d wuh ninety Wows, and t 

^ence. In certain rare casea, a per- 
ikon capitally coairkted is allowed l# 
4i«deem his lifis bf |Miy«ieiit of a 
fium, Taryin|^ from aboot 4^0001. te 
•"400/. according to his rank and Abi- 
lity. Women are allowed to wear 
two petdcoata Vhen bambooed, iin* 
less It be for adultery; and then they 
ure only to have one. The wivea of 
'exiles must follow them to thei^r 
\>Iace of banishment. 
^ The following law, which is ck- 
emplified many times in the course 
0f the work, seetns to fix a very 
^tnmge scale of ratio for official re- 
^apondbilil^ : 



If the clerk be, as his name seems 



ing eminent services to the statr, 
transmit their honours to the first 
three generations of their male de- 
scendants. In general, howeverythete 
is no nobility but that of office; and 
every magistrate, high or low, must 
be appointed by the emperour. Sla- 



^to imply, a proper ministerial offi- very is established by law; but a 



* cer, who is bound to obey the orders 
of his superiours, it is not easy to 

r conceive any thing more unjust than 

*~such an enactment. 

^ Accessaries shall suffer one dt- 
^t less than principals. This is 



man, killing his slave intentionally, 
shall answer for it us for flie deaUi 
of a free man. 

There is no proper priei^hood in 
China, except the emperour and the 
magistrates, who perform all pubtick 



^ plain and rationak but the refining oblations The religiofi of Fo is to* 



genius of the Chinese legislator has 
.^tihought it {necessary to guard and 
-perplex it by the following casuis- 
"tical limitations* 

** When -flic relative situation of the^ 



leratedf but no neW dmi vents can be 
established without the imperial ii« 
cense; nor can any one become a 
priest in that faith, without a similar 
peiTnission Such priests are debar* 

^ ^ J . .1 ^ - . jf -red from marrying; and are bound 

patties engaged in the comaHsnoii of one ,^ ^ * « w ..«.:i..il. u«i>u t* ;« ««•. 

Sfence, cSSes a diiference in lh«iF ha- ^^ .^^^f ^ particular habit. It is not 

^ity to punishment, the principsls skaU 9!^^}^ ^'ear Whether the national re- 

Bjuffer as principals in the offence eoinniit- li^i^ ^* * 6jpectes of deism, op wh^^ 
Vol.' v." "..;.»,■. ji ••:;.;•'•'• ♦ . : 
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tl«or th^y worship dffierent subordl- 
pate divinities under the name of 
the Spirits of Earth and Heaven, 
&c. Sir George Staunton is inclined 
to hold them vulgar polytheists; but 
acknitb that the missionafies always 
rej>resent them as pure deists. The 
truth seems to be, that they have no 
religion, but a set of established so- 
lemnities. 

Degrees in literature are certain- 
ly granted to all persons pretending 
to publick offices, after examination 
by the magistrate and heads of tribu- 
. nals; but there does not appear to 
be any establishment analagous to 
our universities. Sir George Staun- 
ton has printed, in the appendix, a 
curious edict of the present empe- 
rour, in answer to an application 
from some of his Tartar subjects, 
praying to have the means of ob- 
taining literary degrees afforded 
them in Tartary, without putting 
them to the trouble of coming to 
Pekin for examination. His majesty, 
after a gracious preamble, is plea- 
sed to refuse the petition; and to re- 
commend to the Tartar officers to 
« instruct and exhort tlieir sons to 
consideT the art of riding and the 
use of the bow as the most appro- 
priate objects of their emulation, 
and which they cannot study and 
practise with too much assiduity." 

In a country so extensive, and so 
extremely populous as China, it is 
natural to suppose that the govern- 
ment shquld be excessively jealous, 
both of any tumultuary movement 
among the people, and of any ten- 
dency to a usurpation of power on 
the part of its remote delegates. 
There is no part of the code, accor- 
dingly, more t*emarkable for seve- 
rity, than that Avhich treats of offen- 
ces tending to excite any sort of 
commotion or assemblage, or of acts 
which might lead to the aggrandize- 
ment of any of its officers. The. 
following affords a good specimen of 
the rigour which this jealousy has 
inspired. 

" 11' any officer belonging to any of the 



departments of government, or any private 
individual, sfaoiUd addrett the empervwr m 
praiae ttf the virtuee, abiUties, or succeti* 
ful admioistration, of any of his majesty^ 
confidential ministers of state, it is to be 
considered ad an evidence of the existence 
of a treasonable combinaUon, subversive of 
government, and shall therefore be inves- 
tigated with the utmost strictness and ae- 
curacy. The cause and origin of these in- 
terested praises of persons high in rank 
and office being traced* the offending parr 
ty ehall tuffer death, by being beheaded* 
titer remaining in prison the usual perio4>. 
His wives and children shaU become 
slaves, and bis property shafl be confisca- 
ted." p. 62, 63. 

An accurate enrolment must b6 
made of the people, and of the 
lands, in every district, each male 
child being registered when four 
years of age. The magistrates can 
call for the services of "all males 
from 16 to 60, either for military or 
civil purposes. The common rate of' 
wages seems to be about 7d, a day« 
All the land in the kingdom pays a 
tax; s^d it is disputed, with regard 
to this country as well as India, whe- 
ther the sovereign is considered as 
the proprietor, and this tax as his 
rent, or whether it be a tax merely. 
It seems to favour the former sup* 
position, that the possessor is liable 
to severe punishment for not culti- 
vating, over and above being obli- 
ged to pay the tax. Certain asses- 
sors or valuators are chosen for each. 
district, who become responsible for 
its quota. 

The authority of a father in China 
is at least as great as it was in an- 
cient Rome. Marriage is liot only a 
mere civil contract, but it is a con- 
tract which is always concluded be- 
tween the parents or elder relations 
of the parties, and totally indepen- 
dent of their consent. This, howe- 
ver, relates only to the first or chief, 
wife: the others whom the man 
may choose for himself, seem to be 
merely concubines, though their 
children have some legal rights of 
succession. Almost every man is 
married as soon as he is of age; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



STAUNTON'S PENAL CODE OP CHINA. 



35 



thought lqraome^<»ctnu>rdiiiM7omui« 
sioiH the legislator has neglected to 
order him to be whipped if he re* 
main single. Persons bearing the 
same family name^ though no way 
related, are, by a whimsical lawy 
strictjy prohibited from interi»arry- 
ing;. although there are wonderfully 
few £unily names in that vast empure, 
and though relations beyond the 
fi^urth degree may marry without^any 
censure. Ifthe wife commit adultery, 
the man not only may, but must ab- 
solutely dmNxe her. If both parties 
are desirous of separadon, the di« 
Torce may proceed; but, if the wife 
is not willing) the man shall not put 
her away, unless he can substantiate 
ene of the following jastifying cau- 
ses against her: 

t '' (1) barretinest; (d) ladcivlousness; 

(3) disregard of her husband's parents^ 

(4) ta&ativentfss; (5) thievish propensi- 
ties; (6) envious and suspicious tem- 
pers and, LMtly» (7) inveterate Infirarity. 
l^t, if any of the three reasons asminst a 
£vorce . should exist, namely. (1) the 
wife's having mourned three years for her 

< husband's parents; (2) the family's having 
become rich after having been poor pre* 
vious to, and at the time of, marriage; 
and (3) the wife's having no parents liv- 
ing to receive her back againi in these 
case8j,none of the seven uorementioned, 
causes will justify a divorce; and the 
husband who puts away his wife upon 
such grounds, shall suflTer punishment two 
degrees less than that last stated, and be 
obliged to receive her again." p. 120. 

The laws for the accurate keeping 
and auditing of the publick ac- 
counts, are very strict and laudable; 
as are those for preventing the em- 
bezzlement of the publick revenue. 
The following might be serviceable 
I in countries to the west of China* 

*• If any seperintending officer of go» 
vemment, having charge of a part of the 
produce of the revenue whether in grain 
or the precious metals, borrows for his 
own use, or lends the same to others,* 
although the acknowledgement and en- 
gagement in writing of the borrower 
should have been duly obtained, such 
si^>erintendant shall be punished for 



every offence in propaHio* to UMi^aamMttt 
and value, according to the law concern- 
ing the embezzlement of the property of 
gd^mment* 

** If any other person borrows for his 
OVB use, or knds the produce of the 
revenues as aforesaid^ he shall bepmiidied 
in proportion to the amount and value, 
according to the law for punishing theftM 
committed upon the property of the state/' 
p. 132. 

There is nothing strikes the read- 
er of this code with more surprise^ 
than the astonishing resemblance 
which the revenue laws it contains 
bear, in all respects, to the m^ost per- 
fect and recent system which has 
been established on that subject in 
Europe. We find not only the old 
gabelle, or tax and monopoly of salt» 
but a regular excise upon tea, alum, 
and almost every sort of merchan- 
dise, with a system of fiermiu^ ex- 
cise-officers, inspectors, licenses to 
traders, and penalties upon smug* 
gUng^ almost exactly as we have 
them at this day among ourselves. 
The Chinese laws, however, are, 
upon the whole, considerably more 
mild than the English. The smug- 
gler forfeits only one half of the un- 
licensed goods, three tenths going 
to the informer; and the personal 
pains are moderate. The carriage 
and horses, however, or boat m 
which the goods are transported, ard 
forfeited as with us. There is a duty 
on the sale of cattle; and no pur- 
chase of that kind can be accom" 
plished without a stamped license 
from government. The coasting 
trade is also subjected to certain 
customs; and vessels having false 
manifests of their cargo are forfeited 
Lawful interest is fixed at the e- 
normous rate of 3 per cent* per 
month, or 36 per cent per annum. 
This appears to us altogether unac- 
countable. In a country so long 
fully peopled and so industrious as 
China, the accumulatioQ of capital 
must be prodigious; and as there is 
scarcely any foreign commerce, the 
profits of trade must have been 
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by the fcompetition of strth itinlti- 
ttidefi in j^imitar situations. One i& 
greatly at a loss, therefore, to eon* 
ceive what s{>eculattoR6 ean be eti^ 
tered into in tfevat country^ frc^at tke 
profitst of which mcmefy can be re- 
paid with S6 per cent, of interest. 
The truth, perhaps^ is, that though 
this be the majcimum fixed by the 
old law, the cun-cnt rate it greatly 
infenour; dr, perhaps, borrowing at 
kltere*t is pratised tnly by profli- 
gates and acfveftturers, front whoin 
the chance of repayment is but 
sntail. At C^nt6n, and in diealings 
with strangei*s, where the risk fhust 
be regarded as considerable, the 
actual rate of interest is from 12 to 
18 per cent. only. Persons not pay- 
ing the interest of their debts Regu- 
larly, shall receive thirty lashes 
monthly, so long as they continue in 
arreat. It does not appear that the 
person oif a 'debtor can be attached 
by his dredkor. Alortgages have 
been long known in China^ and 
Irta-ny Regulations made with regard 
to them; the interest in such cases 
varies froiJi lOto IS per cent. 

Waifed gdods mu*t be tak^h to 
the magistrate within five days; butj 
if not clainped, within thirty, they are 
then given to the finder. Combina- 
tions to raise the prices of commo« 
dities are punished with forty blows; 
the use o! false weights and mea- 
sures Mith seventy; all lawful nlea- 
sures to be stamped after compari- 
son with the government standard- 
Pretty severe penalties ai^^ award* 
ed against magicians, and the irre- 
gular* worship of sectaries; but the 
law seems rathef tb have in view 
the tumults or conspiracies to which 
such practices may give encourage- 
ment, than the offence to religion* 
Families burning incense to the 
Korth Star during the nighty are to 
be punished; and of magicians, it is 
said, that 

" If they, having in their possesticm 
concealed izpages of their i^rjhip, imm 



inecMtf n^tms^^M^^m^ «iKlthe3r«»» 
seofble tlttir Ibtlfrwttn* bg nigkt^ m or4cf 
ta imtifuct tlftem in their doctoaeSy and* 
by pretended powers and notices^ endea- 
vour to inveigle and mislead the multi- 
tude, the principal ih the commission of 
sddh offences »hall be strangled, after 
r^mifiiiiig' in pn^tt the usual period, and 
tb«> ao€«twries sb^ tevcciRUy rseeive a0C> 
blows, and be perpetuaUy baiushed to the 
distance of 30Q0 kc. 

" If at any time the people, whether 
soMiers or citizens, dress and ornament 
thtfif idMs, and after accompanying them 
ttntaiiUtioosly with drums aiul gtsngs, t>effw 
foirm oblationa and other sacred rites to 
their bon^ur^ the leader «r instigaUir of 
such m«etiiigB shall be punished with XQJ^ 
blows." p. 175. , 

Sir Geotge^ Statitifon obsert^, bk 
a Dote, that this latter clause must 
be regarded as obsolete, dinee the 
alleged offence is dsdly committed 
in open day throughout the whole 
ejttent of the empire. There is no* 
thing said, expressly, on the subject 
of Chrifttianity, in the laws upcn 
sectarian worship, or elsewhere in 
the code; though sir George had 
printed, in the appendix, two ecficts 
on the subject, issued in 1805, ex^ 
pressing great disftpprobation of 
their doctrines. 

If the emperonr's physician com^ 
pound any medicine in a mannei^- 
^< not sanctioned by established 
usage,'^ he shall receive 100 biows^ 
If there be any dirt in hi% imperial 
majesty's Ibod, the cook shall re« » 
ceive eighty blows; and if any dish 
be sent up^ without being previously 
tasiedi he shall receive fifty. Finally^ 
if any imtMual ingredient be put 
into the food, the cook shall reoerve 
100 blows, and be compdJed to 
9mfailow^ the article! 

The tensore and provincial magis^ ^ 
trates shall represent freely to the 
emperour whatever they think may 
conduce to the publick advantage; 
All publick officers of the first ratik 
shall attend the emperour in a cer« 
tain order. If any person about court 
impede or prevent their attendance^ 
be shall suffer death. The magis^ 
frates of cities shai| attemi all supe- 
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^vr ^dftc«9S* patmmg tiUFOugk^ to 
flMSir gates; but iihuH be severely 
punished if they proceed beyond 
tfaem. Every individual who docs 
not disQQouDt and make way when 
he meets an ofStcer of government 
<» tlie roa^t siiaU recoive fiRy blowvi 
No indmduai to pass through a 
barrier^ withot&t a license or pass* 
port, under pain of eighty blows. 
If he proceed so far as to have any 
GOfnmunication with aliens, he shall 
SBffer death* In Fekin, no person 
Whateycr to go abroad after nine 
o'clock in the evening, or before 
five In the morning, under pain of 
fifty blows. The same regulation in 
aU the other cities of the emi»re, 
.unth ot» degree of less severity. 

The estaUishment of a govern* 
ment post has long been known as 
one of the ancient institutions of 
China. Th^re are various minute 
regii^biiioiis with regard to it in this 
iMhmie^ The rate of travelling with 
liuUick diespatcheti^ is not much less 
than a hundred miles per day. 
. Rf^bery in the night is punished 
Vfkh death; in the day, with a hun« 
dred blowS) and perpetual banish* 
ment. Any attempt to rescue the 
ofieoder after he is seised, is ca^Htal. 
The pains of stealing rise in propor» 
tion to the value taken^^rom sixty 
blows of the bamboo, to death; 
though sir George Staunton Says, 
that this extreme punishment never 
h inflicted for this offence. Swin- 
dling, or obtaining mot ley on false 
^etenees, punished exactly as theft 
to the same value; extorting by 
threats, one degree more severely. 
Stealing from: near relations incurs 
punishment five degrees less severe 
than that of common theft. Sir 
George Staunton auempts to explaiii 
this Tcry extraordinary law, by ob* 
serving, that ail the members of 
a family are con»dered as having « 
sort of joint interest in their pro* 
perly; so that the domestick thief 
takes only what is partly his own. 
Kidnapping, or stealing human crea» 
turesi pQniahed vith a hundred 



biomrs and baHMiRieiili tf lili^fieraaa 

be wounded or injured, with deadi. 
Any person entering a house, either 
by force or by stealth, iq the night[» 
may be lawfully killed. There ar» 
very se\ ere and extremely anxious 
penalties against disturbing graves, 
or exposing dead bodies to any kind 
of indecent treatment 

Murder is punished with death. 
Even an intention to commit par* 
rici^e has the same pain; and, if 
the parent be actually killed, torture 
is added. Administering poison is 
capital, even though it does not kiQi 
Killing in an affray is also capital; 
if by accident, and quite without in* 
tention, the party may redeem his 
life by a small fine. Physicians who 
kill by absurd medicineS) if without 
any malicious purpose, may also re* 
deem themselves, but must for evet 
quit the profession. Husbands may 
kill persons caught in adultery. 

There is a long gradation of 
punishments in cases of assault, 
both tlie pains and the injury being 
nicely distinguished. Mitigation^ 
are also allowed on account of pro* 
vocation, as may be seen from 
the following characte^istick enact- 
ment. 

f In tlie case of a combat between two, 
persons; and m the case of several per- 
sons engaging in an affray, and promiscu- 
ously striking and fighting each otber> 
they shall be punished respectively, a<s 
cording to the blows dulv ascertained, 
and proved, by the exammation of the 
effects, to have been received by their 
antagonists; except that the punishment 
of the person or persofns who only return 
the blows received, and have the right 
and justice of the dispute on his or their' 
side, shall be reduced two degrees in 
consideration of such favourable circum- 
stances; but this reduction shall not take 
place in the instance of striking an elder 
brother or sister, or an uncle; or when 
inihcting, in any case, a mortal blow. 

** As f^r instance; let JSTw and Tee be 
supposed to quarrel and fight, and that, 
JRa deprivesr Tee of an eye, and Tee de- 
prives ATta of a tooth; now the injur}' sus- 
tained by Tee is the heaviest, and subjects. 
Jfui to the punishment of 100 blows and^ 
three years bamshment^ whilst the lesser 
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injiu^ fiittained b^ Kin subjects Yee to » 
pttiiishinent of 100 blows only: neverthe- 
less, if it appears that Kia only returned 
the attack, and had the rig^ht on his side, 
hn punishmeHt shall be reduced two de- 
greesy and aceording^ly amount to eighty 
blows and two. years banishment. On the 
contrary, if Yee only returned the attack,. 
, and had tlie right in the dispute, his pu- 
nishment shall be reduced two degrees, 
and amount to 80 blows only; the punish- 
nient to which the antagonist is subjected, 
remaining in either case the same as be- 
fore." p. 326, 327. 

The punishment for striking an 
individual of the imperial blood is less 
severe than for striking an officer of 
the government. Persons inflicting 
wounds are liable for their conse- 
quences, for twenty, thirty, or fifty 
days, according to the nature of the 
injury. If the sufferer die after the 
legal period, the assailant is not re- 

^ sponsible. A slave striking a free 
man, suffers only one degree more 
severely than for an assault among 
equals; and vice versa; though a 
master may strike his slave with 
impunity, if it be done for correc- 
tion, and do not cut. Striking pa- 
rents is death in all cases. Wife stri- 
king husband, is punished iliree de- 
grees more severely than for a com- 
mon assault; if she maim him, with 
death; if he die, with death by tor- 
tnre. If ^ father kill his child by 
excessive chastisement, a hundred 
blows. There is no warrant in the 
letter of the law for infanticide. If 
one kill another to revenge the 
slaughter of a parent, the punish- 
ment is only 2^ hundred blows. 

The author of all anonymous ac- 
cusatipns against others, shall suffer 
death, although the charge should 
prove true. False and malicious ac- 
cusations shall be punished with a 
pain two degrees more severe than 

j the accused would have updergone, 
if the charge had })een true. This, 
ag^in, is exemplified by the anxiecy 
of the legislator, through a great 

i variety of imaginary cases. We 

[ «hall give merely the gener^ rule 

I of equation. 



" When any person sceu^es soother of 
two or more offences, whereof the lesser - 
only proves true; and when, in the case 
of a single offence having been charged 
by one person against another, the state- 
ment thereof is found to exceed the truth; 
upon either suppontion, if/ the punish^ 
n^entof the falsely alleged, or falsely ag- 
gravated offence, had oeen actually in* 
nicted in consequence of such false accu* 
sation; the difference (estimated accor- 
ding to the established mode of compu- 
tfttaon bereafUr exemplified) between the 
falsely alleged and the actually c<»nmitted- 
offence, or between the falselv alleged 
greater, and the truly alleged lesser of- 
fence, shall be inflicted on die false accu- 
ser; but if punishment, conformably to 
the nature of the falsely alleged, or falsely 
aggravated offence, shall not have actual- 
ly been inflicted, having been prevented 
by a timely discover v of the falsehood of« 
the accusation, the false accuser shall be 
permitted to redeem, according to an es- 
tablished scale, the whole of the punish- 
ment which would have been due to him 
in the former case, provided it does not ' 
exceed 100 blows; but if it should exceed . 
100 blows, the 100 blows shall be inflicted* 
and he shall be only^ermitted to redeem t 
the excess, p. 366, 367. 

There is a. very long section on. 
bribery, with a prodigious scale of . 
punishments, as usual, according as > 
the bribe is large or small, or taken . 
for an innocent or a criminal object.? 
The pgdns r^ge from 60 blows with 
the bamboo to death; that extrisme • 
punishment being inflicted for taking 
more than 80 ounces of silver [un- 
der 30/.] for an unlawful object, and 
120 ]^or 60/.] for a lawful one. A-. 
greemg to take a bribe has the same ^ 
punishment as actually taking it; 
offering or giving it a much lighter 
one; and if asked or extorted by an 
officer of government, no punish^\ 
ment at all. . * . 

Forging an imperial edict is death; 
or counterfeiting the copper coin, 
the only proper currency of the em*, 
pire. There does not appear to be. 
any precise regulation about the for-, 
gery of priv?ite writings. 

Rape is punished with death; a-» 
duitery among private persons, with 
100 blows; but much more severely 
^m9ng persons high in office; fprni^. 
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station) with 70 blows; other offences 
of a more detestable nature only 
with the same punishment. 
> A person accidentally setting fire 
to his bouae, shall receive 40 blows; 
and if the fire spread to the gate of 
an imperial pidace, shall be put to 
death. Wilfully setting fire to one's 
own house, 100 blows; to any other 
house, publick or private, death. 
Very severe penalties for neglecting 
the reparation of roads, bridges, and 
canals, and for damaging or en- 
croaching on them. 

Such are a few of the leading 
provisions of this oriental code: and 
defective as it must no doubt appear, 
in comparison with our own more 
liberal and indulgent constitutions, 
we conceive, that even this hasty 
sketch of its contents will be thought 
sufHcient to justify all that we have 
said of its excellence, in relation to 
crther Asiatick systems. How far it 
is impartially enforced, or conscien- 
tiously obeyed, we have not, indeed, 
the means of knowing; and so slight 
is the connexion between good laws 
and national morality, that prohibi- 
tioris often serve only to indicate the 
prevalence of crimes, and the de- 
tiunciation of severe punishments to 
prove their impunity. Of one crime, 
indeed, and that the most heavily 
reprobated, perhaps, of any in this 
code, we know the Chinese to be 
almost' universally guilty; and that 
is, the crime of corruption. At Can- 
ton, it is believed, our traders have 
never yet met with any officer of 
government inaccessible to a bribe; 
and where this system is universal, 
it is evident that the very founda- 
tions of justice and good govern- 
ment must be desti*oyed in every 
department of the state. Of the ex- 
tent to which falsification inay be 
carried, and of the impunity of 
which it may be assured by bribery, 
a notable instance is recorded in the 
detail published by sir Geoi-ge 
Staunton, in the appendix, of the 
circumstaftces attending the trial 
and acquittal of an English seaman, 



for killing a Chinese in an affray. 
The native merchant who had be*- 
come answerable for the good con« 
duct of the crew, finding it impos^^ 
sible to get the officers to deliver up 
the man, contrived, by bribes, to 
the amount, as was reported, of no 
less than 50,000/. not only to get a 
whole host of witnesses to swear to 
a detailed story directly contrary Uk 
the truth, but to pi^vail on the tri- 
bunals and chief magistrates, among 
whom the real state of the fact was 
notorious, to certify and report it to 
the supreme government at Pekin, 
and to pronounce a solemn sentence 
in conformity to that statement. 
Such, however, will always be the 

fate of A NATION WITHOUT HO- 
NOUR; and tills is the grand and pe- 
culiar reproach of the singular peo- 
ple we have been contemplating. 
That noble and capricious principle, 
which it is as difficult to define, as 
to refer in all cases to a sure foun- 
dation in reason or in morality, iS| 
after all, the true safeguard of na- 
tional and individual happiness and 
integrity, as well as of their dignity 
and greatness. It is found, too, in 
almost all conditions of society, and 
in every stage of its progress; among 
the savages of America, and tho 
bandits of Arabia, as well as among 
the gentlemen of London or Paris; 
among Turks, heathens, and Chris- 
tians; among merchants and pea- 
sants; republicans and courtiere; 
men and children. It is found every 
where refining and exalting mora- 
lity; aiding religion, or supplying 
its place; inspiring and humanizing 
bravery; fortifying integrity; over- 
awing or tempering oppression; sof- 
tening the humiliation of povertyi 
and taming the arrogance of suc- 
cess. ^ A nation is strong and happy 
exactly in proportion to the spirit of 
honour which prevails in it; and no 
nation, ancient or modern, savage or . 
civilized, seems to have been alto- 
^ gether destitute of it, but the Chi- 
nese. To what they are indebted foF 
this degrading peculiaiitys^ we shall 
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jiot^et^ndto determiiie. The des^ 
potisny of the government; the tra- 
ding halHts of the people; the \&a^ 
peace they^ave enjoyed; and their 
want of intercourse with other aa- 
tjonsy may. all have had their share. 
The fact, however, we tak^ to he 
undoubted; and it both explains 
and justifies the chief deformities in 
ifche code we have now been consi- 
dering'. If such a code<:ould be im^ 
posed by force upon an honourable 
aiid generous people, it would be 
the most base and cruel of idl atro- 
cities to impose it. But it is good 



enough form race U^ wtetfei hafaitt it 
was originally adapted, aod who haare 
quietly submitted to it lor two thou* 
aamd yeakrt. When goveraments he* 
gm to Mnki it «l duty to exalt tfnd 
in^mve die conditkm of their sub* 
je^s, the Chineae govemment will 
have more to de than may ediei; bwt 
while the ab)eot is nuerely t» Inee^ 
their subjects in ordeiv and to ce>». 
press prvrate odsti^ges and iajuries 
to intividusJe, they- may boast of 
having as effectual previaiona Ssw 
that purpose, as any other people^ 
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WE class these puhlicaUons to* 
gether, as beiiig a ^)ecies which 
characteristick simplicity and thqi 
powerful union of musick renderi 
generally acceptable, as well to^ 
high«bom dames in bower and haU* 
as to <<the free maids that weave 
their thread with bones." 

The reviver of mmstrel poetry ia 
Scotland, was the venerable bishop 
of Dromore, who» in 1765, published 
his elegant collection of heroick 
ballads, songs, and pieces of early 
poets, under the tide of Reliques 
frf Ancient English Poetry. The 
plan of the woi^ was adjusted in 
concert with Mr. Shenslone, but we 
^wn we cannot regret that the exe-« , 
eution of it devolved upon Dr. Percy 
alone. It was divided into three voi 
lumes, each forming « distinct series 
of ancient poetry, selected witl^ 
classical elegance, and interspersed 
with modem imitations and speci- 
mens of lyrick composition. The 
various subdivisions of the work 
were prefaced by critical and cu- 



rious diasentatiooa vpon auhjeeta 
Goniiiected with or tending m ei«ci* 
date the ancient ballads whicjb .th^ 
pceceded* The arrangenient of th» 
specioinena was so managed aa tQ 
exhibit the gradation of langUAgi^f 
the [Hvgress of popular opinions, the* 
manners and customs of formeir 
ages, and the obscure passagea of 
f»ur earlier classical poets. Thp plaxt 
of this publication was emiotently. 
calculated to remove the principal 
obsucle which the taste of the pe*. 
Kiod offered to its success. To biia^ 
Philosophy from heaven to dweU 
amoitg men,. it was necessary to dt* 
rest her of some of her im^e. awfui 
atti*ibutes, to array her doctrines Uk 
fiimiiiar language, and render then^ 
evident by popular illustration, fiut 
Dr- P^rcy had a different course ta 
pursue when conducting Legendarjf 
Lore from stalls, and kitchens^ and 
cottage, chimneys, or at best, bow^ 
the dust, motlis, and mould of th& 
Pepysian or Pearsonian collections^ 
to be an inmate of the drawins 
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tfiom and tihe Mdhf. fhe attempt: 
w» entirely new^ and the difftc<ilde» 
attoiding it arose from the festidiouo: 
tMte of an age wfaidi was aocuvtom-: 
ed to Tecehre mothiog under the de^ 
Qomination of poetrjr, unrecommend- 
ed by flowing numbers and ehtbe^* 
mte expression. To soften these 
difficulties Dr. Percy avtiled himself^ 
te a considerable extent, of his owa 
poetieal talent, to alter, amend, and 
decorate the rude, popular rhymes 
wUch, if giren to the publick with 
scrupulous fidie^ity, would probably 
hare been rejected with contempt 
and disgust. It was not then so 
much the question whether an an-* 
eient poem was authentick, accord^ 
ing to the letter, as whether it was, 
Of could be rendered, worth read- 
ing; and It might be said of Dr. 
Percy's labours as an editor, mhit 
fuod tetigit non orrundt. It may be 
asked l^ the severer antiquary erf 
^»e present day, why an editor, 
thinking it necessary to introduce 
such alterations, in order to bring 
foltha: new, beautiful, and ksteresting* 
$en6e from a meagre or corrupted 
(^glnal, did not, in good faith to his 
readers, acquaint them with the 
liberties be had taken, and make 
tbem jtidges whether, in so doing, 
be transgressed hb limits. V^e an- 
swer, that unquestionably such would 
tie the express duty of a modem 
editor; but such were not the rules 
of the service when Dr. Percy first 
i^ned the cam|>sagn. His avowal 
of alterations, aidditions, and conjec- 
tural emendations, at the bottom of 
tSBcYi page, would have only led his 
readers to inter that his originals 
were good for nothing; not to men- 
tion that a great many of those ad- 
ditions derived their principal merit 
from being supposed ancient. In 
short,. a certain ccmformity with the 
general taste was necessary to in- 
troduce a relish for the subject; 
accTiracy, and minute investigation 
of the original state of the ballads, 
was likely to follow, and did follow 
^ Vot. V T' 



so soon as the p^ick ear bttdl>een 
won by the more elegam and polish- 
ed edition of Dr, Percy. It had been 
wellif tjie industrious lUtson, and 
othei* minute and accurate labourers 
in the mine of antiquity, had con- 
tented themselves with exhibiting 
specimens of the ore in its origin^ 
stc^te, without abusing the artist who 
bad made the vein worth digging, 
by showing to what it$ produce 
might be refined. 

The Reliquea of Ancient English^ 
Poetry seem, shortly after their pub- 
lication, to have exceeded even the 
expectation of the editor in giving 
a strong and determined impulse to 
publick taste and curiosity, the ef- 
wcts of which have only abated with- 
in these very few years, Mr. Tho- 
mas Evans, bookseller, was the first 
who endeavoured to avail himself of 
the taste which they had excited, by 
publishing the collection of which 
his son has now given us a second 
edition. 

This publication, although intend- 
ed as a supplement to the Reliques 
of Ancient Poetry, cannot be consi- 
dered as continued upon the same 
plan. There are no dissertiations 
prefixed, and the preliminary matter 
which prefaces the ballads, is but 
meagre. The ballads themselves 
are chiefly such as the more cau- 
tious taste of Dr. Percy had left 
unpublisiied, either because their 
rude structure was incapable of de«> 
coration, or because they were so 
well known as to render decoration 
unadvisable. The principal source 
from which they were taken, is a 
small publication in three vols. 1 2mo, 
entitled: ««A Collection of old Bal- 
lads, corrected from the best and 
most ancient Copies extant, with 
Introductions, historical, critical, or 
humorous: illustrated with copper* 
plates." It is now, we believe, ex- 
tremely rsu^e, and sells at a price 
very dispropoitionate to its si^e* 
The volumes appeared separately, 
and from the edition now before us^ 
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the first seems to have been re- 
printed in 1^23, the second in the 
same year, the third in 1725. The 
editor was an enthusiast in the cause 
of old poetry, and selected his mat- 
ter without much regard to decency, 
as will appear from the following 
singular preface to one or two in* 
delicate pieces of humour. ^^One 
of the greatest complaints made by 
the ladies agdnst the first volume 
of our collection, and, indeed, the 
only one whkh has reached my ears, 
is the want of merry songs. I be- 
lieve I may give a pretty good guess 
at what they call mirth in such 
pieces as these, and shall endeavour 
to satisfy them, though I have very 
little room to spare." From this 
fountain, the late Mr. Evans, seems 
to have drawn such siipplies as it 
^{forded. Most of his historical 
Ballads are taken from it, and many 
of the Tales of Robin Hood, although 
he probably used some of the Gar^ 
lands respecting the hero of Sher- 
wood, in correcting and completing 
that series. In the present edition 
these are materially imiuroved by 
comparison with, and reference to, 
the black*letter copies. 

But, although Mr. Evans did not 
imitate Dr. Percy in the more learn- 
ed and critical department of his 
labour, and although he stands ac- 
(|uitted of having taken the same 
license with originals of acknow- 
ledged antiquity; yet he not only 
followed his plan in admitting the 
compositions of modern authors in 
imitation of the ancieiit ballad, but 
the third and fourth volumes of his 
works contain also some pieces pre- 
sented as ancient, which, from the 
orthography, language, sentiments, 
and numbers, are evidently spurious. 
Theae ballads, which we have al- 
ways considered as the most valua- 
ble part of Mr. Evans's collection, as 
far as poetry is concerned, are Bishop 
Thurston and the Kmg of Scots, 
Battle of Cuton Moor, Murder of 
Prince Aithur, Prince Edward and 
Adam Gorduni Cumnor Hall, Ai-a- 



bella Stuart, Amia BuUen, Tli» 
Lady and the Palmer, The Fair 
Maniack, The Bridal Bed, The. 
Lordling Peasant, the Red-Cross 
Knight, The Wandering JMlaid, The 
Triumph of Death, JuUa, The 
Fruits of Jealousy, The Death of 
Allen. These seventeen ballads,, 
which we beUeve have never beea 
published except in this work, have 
a sort of faonily resemblance which 
indicates a common parent. The 
antique colouring in all of themi 
originally consisted in the adopdoa 
of a species of orthography embar- 
rassed \utb an unusual number of 
letters, and regular exchaungynge 
the i for the y in Uie participle^ 
which is, for farther dignity, graced* 
uniformly, with a final e. These in- 
judicious marks of imitation, which 
can no more render a modem ballad 
like an ancient, than aitecoction of 
walnuts can convert the features of 
a European into those of an Asia« 
tick, are rejected by the present 
editor, Mr. R. H. Evans, who thus 
leads us to infer that he does not 
consider the poems we have enume- 
rated, as authentick remnants of 
antiquity. We wish he had favoured 
us with some light upon their his- 
tory. They appear to us to be the 
work ^ an author endowed with no 
small portion of poetical genius. 
Many marks of haste appear in the 
composition, which the writer i>ro» 
bably considered as of little im* 
portance, since he never intended ta 
be responsible for hb offspring. 
But there are touches of great 
beauty of descnption, and an ex- 
pression of sentiment peculiarly sof^ 
simple, and affecting, in almost every 
one of these neglected legends. 
The knowledge of hi8toi7, too, 
which they display, argues that the 
author mingled the pursuits of the 
antiquary with those of the poet^ 
and was enabled, by the information 
so collected, to realize and veri%- 
the conceptions of his imagination 
when employed upon the actual 
manners and customs of. the feudal 
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«ges. To inincBcate our eulogium 
We t>eg leave to quote a few stanzas 
from the tale entitled the Bridal 
Bed. 

** It waa a maid of low degree 

Sat on her true<love*8 grav^, 
And with her tears most piteously 

The green turf she did lave; 
She strewed' the flow'rs, she pluck*d thtf 
weed, 

And sbow'rB of tcan she shed; 
*Sweet turf/ she cried, ' by fste decreed 

To be my bridal bed! 

•Vte set Aee, flow'r, for that the flower , 

Of manhood tieth there; 
Iftdwataf'dthe^wiUi plenteous sbow'r 

Oi muky a briny tcair.' 
And^stUl she cried* * Oh stay, my loye» 

My true-love stay for me; 
Stay till I've deck'd my bridal bed« 

And IwiU follow thee. 

^Sweet turf, thy* given more green ap» 
peats^- 

Teara ma|ce thy verdure grow, . 
Then still I'll water thee with tears. 

That thus profusely flow. 
0h stay for me, departed youth, 

' My true-love, stay for me^ 
Stay till I've declE'd my bridal bed, 

Andlwilll^UDwthce. 

* This is the flow'ry wreath be wove. 

To deck his bride, dear youth! 
And^thiS|tbe rine* with which my love 

To me did plight his troth; 
And this dear ring I was to keep, 

And with it to be wed; 
Bat here, alas! | sigh and weep . 

To deck my bridal bed.' 

A blithftome knig^ht came riding by. 

And, as the bright moon shone. 
Be saw her on the green torf He* 

And heard ber pbeous moan; 
Fw loud she cried, < O stay* my love* 

My true4ove,stay for me; 
Stay till Pve deck'd ray bridal bed. 

And I will foUowthee.' 

* Be calm, fair maid,' the knight repUedf 

* Thou art too young to dies 
But go with me, and be my bride. 

And leave the old to sigh.' 
But still she cried, <Oh stay, my love. 

My true-love, stay for met 
8Uy till I've deek'd my bridal bed. 

And 1 will foUow thee.' 

* Ph leave,' he cried, ' this grief so cold, 

4tid leave tbii dread despairi 



A^d then shalt flaunt in robei of gold, 

A lady rich and fair: 
Thou Shalt have halls and caaUes Mr, 

And when, sweet maid, we wed« 

thou shalt have much costly gear. 
To deck thy bridal bed.' 

'Oh hold thy peace, thou cruel knight. 

Nor urge me to despur; 
With thee ray troth I will not phgh^ 

For all thy profib*s /air: 
But I wiU die with mv own true4ove; 

My truoflove atwrarm^i 
Stay till I've deck'd my bridal bed. 

And I will follow thee. 

' Thy halls and castles I despke^ 

Thbturfisalllcrave; 
Ifor all my hopes, and all my Jeyt, 

Lie buried in this grave; 

1 want hot gold, nor costly geai^ 

Now ray true-love is deads 
But with fading^ ilow'r and scalding tear 
I deck my bridal bed." 

'Oh! be my bride, thou weejung latr, 

O! be my bride, I pray; 
And I will build a tomb most rsre. 

Where thy true-love shall /^;' 
But stiU with tears she cried, * My love, 

My true4ove, sts^ for me; 
9toy till I've deck'd my bridal bed. 

AadlwiUfiiUowthee. 

' My love needs not a tomb SQ rm^ 

In a green grave we'U lie; 
Our carved works, these flowVets fair; 

Our canopy, the sky. 
Now go, sir kmgfaty now go thy ways; 

FuUsoonlshallbedeadi 
And then return, in some few days. 

And deck my bridal bed. 

'And strew the Ilow'r, and plii^k the 
tiiom. 

And deanse the turf,! pray; 
8o may some buid thy tun adorn. 

When thou in grave shalt %. 
But stay, oh thou whom dear liove^ 

My true-love, stay for me; 
Stay tiU I've deck'd my bridal bed. 

And I will follow thee." 

This dirge is certunly not ancient; 
but it is no treason to say it ia better 
than if it were. We cannot suppress 
a suspicion that these legendary 
pieces flowed from the pen of a poet 
to whom neither his own nor tbia 
generation has been altogether justi 
We mean William JuUus Micklci 
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/the traofilator of the Liunad. Hit 
Sir Martyn, written in imitation: of 
S^peiiteHs fnaimery with mudi of 
the copious and luxuriant deBcrip- 
tion of his o/iginal, shows his at- 
tachment to the study of the ancient 
poetiy of Britain; -^nd his two beau- 
tiful ballads, entitled Hengist and 
Mey, and the Sorceress, have the 
same harmony qf versification) the 
same simple and afiectinpp turn of 
expression^ with the imitations of 
•the heroick legend which we are 
now considering. If Mr. Mickle 
should have been a friend of the 
elder Mr. Evans, as we believe, we 
consider that circumstance, joined 
to internal evidence, as spfficient to 
ascertain his property in the ballads 
in question. 

We have also Xq comj^am, that in 
publishing some other imitations of 
the ancient ballads, the authors' 
names have been withheld, where, 
perhaps, th§y were more easily at- 
tainable than in the case just stated* 
Thus the ingenious Mr. Henry Mac- 
kenzie (author of the Man of Feel*- 
ing) is well known to have written 
the beautiful Scottish ballad entitle^ 
Kenneth; and Michael Bruce that 
of Sir John the Ross. The ballad of 
the Laidley Worm of SpindlesCon 
HeughS) is also known to hav-e been» 
in a very great measure, the prp^ 
duction of the rev. Mr. Lambe, late 
vicar of Norham, and editor of the 
jj^tle of Flodden^iield. It is founded 
upon a prevailing tradition in Bam- 
boroughshire, ^aad the author has 
interwoven a few stanzas of the ori- 
ginal song concerning it, wbic^ 
begins, 

** Bambro' castle's built full high. 

It's built of marble stone, 
And lang lang- may the lady wait 

For her faAer*8 eomlng ha/ne/' 8tc. 

In revising his Other's publica- 
tions, Mr, R, Evans has, with gi^eat 
judgment, discarded a number of 
f)ing-song imitations of the ancient 
ballad by Jemingham, Robinson, 
sgid other flimsy pretenders, whoy 



seduced by the apparent ease of the 
task, ventured to lay their hand 
i^pon the minstrel lyre. For a differ- 
ent reason, he has omitted the con* 
tributions which his fadier levied 
upon Goldsmith, Gray, and other 
eminent modems, whose works arc 
in every one's hand. By this exclu- 
sion he has made room for a select 
tion of genuine ancient poetry, com- 
piled, by his own industry, from^ 
the hoarded treasures of black-letter 
ballads. 

It is no disgrace to Mr. Evmns^ 
that these veterans, whom he has 
introduced to recruit his diminished 
ranks, are, generally speaking, more 
respectable for their antiquity, than 
for any thing else. Per<;y, £Uis, and 
other editors of taste and gemus, 
had long ago anticipated Mr. 
Evanses labours, and left him but the' 
refuse of the market. Some of the 
ballads, indeed, exhibit such wretch-, 
ed doggrel, as serves, more than the 
dissertations of ten thousand Ritt 
sons, to degrade the character of 
our ancient song-mditers. 

The "Warning to Youth,*' for 
example^ « showmg the lewd life, 
of a merchant's sonne of London^ 
and the misery that «t the last he 
sustained by his notoriousnesse,'* 
might, notwithstanding the valuable 
moral attached to it, have been left* 
without injury to the publick, to 
« dust and mere oblivion." Had we 
known Mr. Evans's cuiiosity in sack 
matters, we could have supplied him, 
with as much stale poetry of a simi- 
lar description as would have made 
his four volumes twenty. 

But although Mr. Evans's love of 
antiquity has occasionally seduced 
him into publishing what is no other- 
wise valuable than as it is old, a* 
prejudice by which all antiquarian 
editors are influenced in a greater 
or lesser degree, we have to applaud 
the diligence with which be has 
traced and recoveired some beautiful^ 
and some curious pieces of poetry 
which possess intrinsick merit an^ 
interest. Aniong the &rmer we dis- 
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tiagiuaii the address to a ditappobl*' 
edy or rather fk forsaken loveri 
which has, vrc thmk, a turn of pas* 
sion that is new, upon a very thread- 
bare subject 

*« Vm 80 farre from pittyiftff thee, 
That wear's! a branch pf mHow tree. 
That I do envie thee and all 
That once werehi^h and got a fall: 

willow, willow, willow tree, 

1 would thou didst belong to mee. 

*' Thy wearing willow doth imply, 
l%ftt thou art happier farre than I, 
FcH* once thou wert where thou wooidstbei 
Though now thou wear'st the willow tree; 
O willow, willow, sweete willow. 
Let me once lie upon her pillow. 

^ I doe defie both boughe and roote, 
And all the fiends of hell to boote 
One houre of paradised joye. 
Makes purgatorie seeme a toye: 
O willow, willoWr doe thy worst. 
Thou canst not make me more accurst 

•• t have spent all my golden time. 
In writing many a loving rime, 
I have consumed all my youth 
In vowing of my faith and trueth: 
O willQW, willow, willow tree, 
. Yet can I not beleeved bee. 

*' And now alas It is too late, 
pray hayres, the messenger of fftte. 
Bid me to set ray heart at rest. 
For beautie loveth young isen best: 
O willow, willow, I must die. 
Thy servant's happier farre than I.** 

The « Symptoms of L/)ve," p. 246f 
IS another very pretty song» and 
there are many scattered through 
the volume which have considerable 
elegance of expression, or a quaint- 
ness rendered venerable by antiqui- 
ty, and which, like the grotesque 
carving on a gothick nicb, has a 
pleasuig effect, though irreconci- 
lable with the strict rules of taste. 

These praises apply chiefly to the 
songs and minor pieces of lyrical 
poetry. The only ancient ballad, ac- 
tually connected widi history and 
manners, which Mr. Evans's laboura 
have presented to us for the first 
time, is the Mi^rder of the Wests, 



by the sons of the lord Dcnytitft 

chief merit is its curiosity. 

Among the poems which are de« 
servedly inserted, we cannot hel^ 
remarking that entitled << The Felon 
Sow and the Freeres of Richmond,'* 
as belonging to a class of composi- 
tions which has been but slightly 
discussed by our antiquaries; we 
mean the burlesque romance of the 
middle ages with which, doubtlea% 
the minstrel and tale-teller retiered 
l^e uniformity of their heroick di^> 
ties. In these ludicrous poems, which 
are a kind of parody upon the me* 
^cal romances, churchmen and 
peasants are Uitroduced imitatB% 
the knightly pastimes of chiral^f; 
and their awkward ndshaps an^ ai»f 
surd blimders, must have l)oen maS* 
ter of excellent mirth to the dougb- 
ty knights and gallant barons who 
listened to the tale. Thus, In the 
ease before us, the felon sow was 
the undisturbed tenant of the wcodM 
of Rookby, and the romantick banks 
of the Greta. Her si^e and ferocity 
are described with great emphasis. 
The lord of Rookby, ^ man of h\|«> 
mour, gave her to the friars of Rich- 
ilfiond, provided they could catcll 
her. Friar Middleton sets off witft 
two wi^^ht men at mustersj to pos- 
sess himself of the prize. They 
compel the sow to take refuge in a 
Kmcrkiln, where they hamper her 
with cords irom above. But the fe- 
lon sow breaks ibrth upon thetti^ 
routs the escort, reduces the Mar to 
conjuration out of his bretiary, and 
at length to betake himself to a tree* 
Friar Middleton and his comipanions 
return in evil plight to the convent; 
and the warden, to redeem the dis- 
grace, hires two bold men at arms 
to follow forth the adventure of the 
sow: they enter into solemn inden- 
tures to " bide and fight" to the 
death, and the warden on his part 
becomes bound to say masses for 
their souls if they miscarry. The 
men at arms, more successful than 
friar Middleton, vanquish and kill 
the felon sow;, and the convent sing 
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* Te Demn*^ m«vrilv» ^ that they 
had won die beast ^ priee." 

^. Ujim vnUiany: move of tbis» 

la the FHeiy at Richmond written it i% 

In garchinent good and fine, 
Ho^ Freer Middleton so bende. 
At ^teisL Bridge conjured a fiend> 

In likenesse of a swine.'* 

This tale, nrhich possesses some 
fortian d Carrantick humour, re* 
Benbles the toumafment of Totten* 
liam[SeePerc7'fiReliaaes,v^. ii.]iii 
which the peasants <^ a village are 
introduced imitatiii^ aD the aolem* 
ilhUs. qS a tDumaiaent^ and batter* 
ing each odier's faeada with ifadUii 
sft.kBighta-didwith long swords and 
OHyOM^ Anether remarkable exam* 
flh. ci this, class of cqimck roman* 
42ea, is entitled the «< Huntbg of tfa« 
Hare.'' A yeoikian having found a 
hare:Aitlsng In the common field of 
a vilbi^y. announces hn dhcovery 
to -fee inhabitants. The peasants^ 
reacdmg tooourae lier^ bring to the 
apot Uielr. great yard dogs and mas* 
tiffh *^ with short shanks and never 
atak.'* Thexonfosbn iand disarray 
wlttch fi)Uow the congregating of 
this ill-aaaorted pack it described 
with great humonn the ban-dogs^ 
more addbted to war than spotty 
&U foul of. each other; their mastetv 
are. gradually invcdved in the quar* 
rely and poor puasateala away, lea*iri^ 
ing her.enemifis engaged iu a gnmd 
acetoe of wiorryang. and wrangling; 
This poem, has . never, we belie vet 
beeapiinted- :We aoukladd largely 
to tbUe .exampiea^ and show that 
low romance, fcrmed a distinct style 
of ooxnpofiition during the middle 
ages; 'hut we. have already exceeded 
p^r bounds, and must dismiss Mr. 
Ev^na'a publication, which, always 
curtousy has been greatly improved 
by his penHmal taste and labour. 

The next articles in our title, 
which are allied in subject to the 
Collection of Ballads, are two edi- 
tions of the same work; Dr. Ai- 
kin's well known collection of songs, 
>vjitb the preliminary e^say. Mr, 



Evans, It seems, from Ids pre&ce> 
considered Dr, Aikin to have giveii 
up 9ny intention of reprinting his 
coUecticm. 

^ The many yean v^eh have el^ised 
uace thepttblieatieii of the lastedi«ioB, 
seemed to leave no hope that Dr. Aikin 
could be prevailed on to gratify the pub* 
lick by a revision and enUrgement of lus 
work. He had declined the task in the 
prime, and^ vigour of life» and he might 
now think it unbecoming his years, to en* 
gage in a republication of these m^« to 
iidre. Turpe ienUu awtor, the doctor might 
exd^m, and though he might be pleased 
to see his volume ranged by the aide of 
those of Percy, £llis» and some other si* 
milar publications^ yet he has abandoned 
the friendly ofi^ce of revision to other 
hands.'* 

Mr. Evans has, however, reck- 
oned without hia host in thi$ mat** 
ter, and we are sorry that he did 
not take «ome more certain means 
o{ ascettaaiing the doctor^s inten* 
ticns, coniddering hia own labours; 
for we are not to suppose, that 
one who is an editor, as well as a 
bookseller, irould have so far ne« 
glected the carmtM due to a bro* 
their author, as to publteh against 
him a riv^l ediUon of his own work. 
Dr. Aikin prefaces his edition with 
Uie following account of hia tno* 
tives: 

'* As inquiriea were still fron^ time to 
time made after it among the booksellers, 
the editor was asked the q^uestion, whether 
he had any intcniion of reprinting it; ac* 
Companied with the intimation, that, as 
the copy-right was expired, should he 
decline the busmsss,. others would be 
ready to undertake it. Conscious that the 
Essays were tlie juvenile attempts of one 
whose taste was by no means matured, and 
whose critical knowledge' was circum* 
scribed Within narrow limits, the editor 
was unwilling that his book should agaii| 
be given to the publick with all its imper* 
fections on its head. He was obliged^ 
thereforot to declare, that if it were re* 
printed at all, it should be with many ma» 
terial alterations, corresponding to hia 
own cbang^ of taste and opinion in varioua 
points durmg solonganinterral. 

" Under these almost compulsory circum* 
8tance8,althQughhepertiapsriuHUdnotnow 
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bftve chosen lor the first time to tppear 
M the collector of productions, the g^ne* 
ral strain of which is ttore suitable to an 
CArlier period of life» yet he thought he 
mig^hty ^thout impropriety, avul himself 
of the opportunity of maldng a new and 
much more extensive selection of compo* 
sitions wlach iHlt not cease to be fiitoar* 
ites with the lovers of elegant poetry, 
whatever be: the vioisidtudes of general 
taste.'* 

In the singular predicament of 
reviewing two rival editions of the 
same work, and without pretending 
to give a dedaion against Mr. Evans, 
although we think he has treated 
Dr. Aikin with somewhat lessatten« 
don than his aee, situation, and 
talents perhaps demanded, we can- 
not regret that we are possessed of 
both editions of the book, and trust 
that (as the old song runs) <«the 
world's wide aud there's room for 
us all." We. arc^ particulariy glad 
to have an opportunitjr of comparing 
Dr. Aikin's original ideas upon the 
subject of song writings with those 
which be has since adopted. His 
four essays upon songs in general, 
upon ballads and pastoral sonjga, 
upon ps^ssionate , and descripuve 
songs, upon ingenious ajcid witty 
songs, are new blended into one 
general essay; but we lore the clas-^ 
sical turn of these little discourses 
so well, that we are glad they are 
preserved in their original state. 
Such directions and rules of com- 
position^ whether in thdr separate 
and detailed, or in their new mould- 
ed shape, were never more necessary 
than at the present day. The mar-* 
riage between Harmony and <^immori- 
tal Verse," has, like fashionable wed- 
lock, frequently made some very' 
ill-matched pairs; and we suspect 
that Poetry must soon sue for a 
separate maintenance The ladies, 
who ought, in common charity, to 
feel for her situation, are those who 
aggravate her hardships; for it is 
rare to hear a fair songstress utter 
the words of the song which she 



quavers forth. But where taate and 
feeling for poetry happen to be 
united with a sweet and flexible 
voice, it is scarcely possible to men« 
tioQ a higher power of impartin^^ 
and heightening social pleasure* 
We have heard Dr. Aikin's simple 
ballad: ^ It was i^ winter's evening, 
and &st came down the snow,'* set 
by Dr. Clurke, song with such 
beautiful simplicity as to draw tears 
even from the eyes of revbwers. 
But the coasideratipa of modem 
song opens to the critiolt a ttrongier 
ground of comj^aint, from the de* 
generacy of the compositions which 
&ive been popular under that name. 
Surely it is time to make some 
stand against the deluge of nonsense 
and indecency which has of late 
supplanted, in the higher circles, 
the songs of our best poets. We 
say nothing of the ^ Nancies of jihe 
hills and vales." Peace to all suchi 
let the milliner and apprentice have 
their ballad, and have it such as they 
can understand. Let the seaman 
have his ^ tight roain^decker," and 
the countess her tinseled canzonet. 
But when we hear words which con* 
vey to every man, and we fear to 
poost of the vromen in society, a 
sense beyond what effrontery itself 
would venture to avow; when we 
hear such fiowmg front the lips, or 
addressed to the ears, of unsuspect- 
ing snnocence, we ean barely sop* 
press. our. execration. This elegant 
collection presents, to those who 
admire musick,. a means of escaping 
&otn the ' too. general poliutioo, and 
«f indu%kig a pleasure which we 
sre taught tc» regard as equally 
edvantageous to the heart, taste, and 
undenaanding. Both echtion^ are 
considerably enlarged by varioui^ 
songft extracted from the best 
modem poets, and in either shape 
the work maintains its ri^ht to rank 
as one of the most classical collec- 
tions of songs in any language. 
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[Continued fropi toL 4. p. 336.3 



*^ iroa— AS I twks «ure that MaHbo* 
tbvL^h could make ho arrangementar 
l»titwhatwdre«xcellent, I wenttiie day 
after the battle of Oudenarde to see' 
itty mother, at Brussels. What tears 
<)f affection did she shed on behold-' 
ihg me again with some addition of 

gory! I told her, however, that 
[arlborough's portion seemed grcat- 
<5r than mine, as at Hechstett. The 
joy of revenge had some share in 
that, occasioned by our ^ctory. She 
was glad to see the king humbled, 
who had left her, for another woman, 
in his youth, and exiled her in his' 
old age. It is remarkable that in 
hers, she married the duke d'Ursel, 
without assuming his name. Nobody 
kiiewthis; it could not have been a 
match of conscience or convenience, 
]^ut probably of ^nter and idleness. 

The fifteen days which I thu^ 
passed with her^ were the most 
agreeable of my life. I parted fromf 
her with the more pain, as it was 
probable that we should hot see 
each other again. Oti the last day 
of my visit the troops from the Mo- 
selle arrived. We were then as 
strong as the French. I sent eight 
battalions to re enforce Marlborough*^ 
corps, which corered Flanders. I 
left the rest to cover Brussels, and 
rejoined him at the camp of £lchin» 
He, Ouverkirke, and myself, agreed 
upon sending a strong detachment 
to lay wast<? Artois and Plcat^y, and 



thus compel Vendome to leave Ms 
camp. Vcndome, who guessed' our 
intention, remained immovable. X 
proposed the siege of -Lisle; 'the de-* 
puties of the states-g^eral diough^ 
fit to be of a <lifferent opinion.' 
Marlborough was with me, and they 
were obliged to -hold their tongues.* 
The siege was committed to me,* 
while Marlborough was -to cover i^ 
agcdnst the army of Uie duke of 
Burgundy. The latter with 60,00O* 
men, encamped hear Pont des Pier- 
res; and I with 4(0,000, after invest- 
ing the city, took up my head quar* 
ters at the abbey of Loos, on the 
1 3th of August. The brave and 
skilful Boufflers, with a garrison of 
sixteenbattalions, and fourregiments 
of dragoons, cut out plenty of work 
for me. The job, so far from being^ 
easy, was a dangerous one; for Mons 
was not in our possession. My first 
attack on fort Cateleau was repulsed; 
the works undertaken the same day 
to drain a large pond which was ia 
my wiiy, also failed. I ordered epau- 
lemcnts to be made, for the fire of 
the place annoyed us to such a de- 
gree, that a cannon-ball carried off 
the head of the valet of the prince of 
Orange, at the moment when he was 
putting on his mast'er^s shirt. It may 
ea<iily be supposed that htj was obli- 
ged to take another, and to remove 
his quarters. I opened the trenches^ 
and* on the' asd the besieged made 
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a sor^, when tieutenant-general 
Betendorff, who commanded there, 
^ims taken prisoner. Boufflers treated 
him exceeding^ly well. The festival 
of St. Louis, which he celebrated 
with three general discharges of all 
his artillerf, cost us some men. In 
the night between the 36th and 27th, 
die. besieged made a terrible sottie; 
1 gained the post of the mill of St. 
Andrew; Boufflers retook i^ and I 
there lost 600 men. 

Marlborough sent me word that 
Benrick having reenforeed the duke 
of Burgundy, the army, now 120,000 
sm>ng, was marching to the relief 
of Lisle. The deputies of the states- 
general, .always interfering in every 
Uung, «id always dying of fear, ask- 
ed me for a reenforcement for him. 
I went to his xamp to offer him one. 
He said: *^ Let us ^q together, and 
reconnoitre the ground between the 
Deule and the Marck." After we 
had examined it, he said: ^< I have 
no occasion for one, I shall only 
move my camp nearer to your's." 
Vendonie proposed not to lose a day, 
but inst«i^tly attack the army of ob- 
servation, and the besieging force. 
«.I cannot," said the duke of Bur* 
gundy; << I have sent a courier to 
my grandfather to inquire his plea* 
sure." Conferences were held at 
Versailles, and the king sent his 
booby ChabiUard to his grandson's 
camp. He went up with him into the 
steeple of the village of Sedin, to 
view our two armies, and he decided 
against giving us battle. 

I cannot Qonceive how Vendome 
could forbear running mad} anothei^i 
with less zeal, would have sent every 
thing to the dqvii; and he, a better 
grandson of a kin^ of France than 
the other, took the trouble, the^ daf 
before, to go so close, ta Marlbor 
rough's position to. reconnoitre, that 
he was graced by a cannon-balL J 
had returned to Marlborough's c^mip 
to be . his volunteer, if he had b^ea 
attacked. 

But (while I think of it) a Cha- 
millard> that is, in one woi*d^ a 

Vol. v. a 



young prince of no character, and 
an old king who had lost his, were 
quit^B suiBcient to fill Vendome's 
heatft with rage. He was obliged by 
them to retreat, as if he had been 
beaten. I continued the siege, sure 
of not being interrupted, and ^took 
the i>«doubtof the gate of Flanders, 
and some others; but after three 
hours fighting for one of the most 
essential, I was driven back, und 
pursued to my trenches. I scarcely 
stirred from them, having the king 
of Poland and all my young princes 
a,t my side; for it was necessary to 
set an example, and to give orders. 
I ordered two assaults to facilitate 
the uking of the covered way; al* 
ways repulsed, but a horrible car* 
nage. Five thousand English, sent 
me by Marlboro&igh to repair my 
losses, performed wonders, but were 
throwiii into disorder* We heard the 
ory oi'Vrve le Rot et Botiffler9 J I 
Said a few words in English to those 
brave fellows who rallied round me; 
I led them back into the fire; but a 
ball below the left eye knocked me 
down senseless. Every body thought 
me dead, and so did I too. They 
found a dung-cart, in which I was 
conveyed to my quarters. First my 
life, and then my sight, was de- 
spaired of. I recovered both. Tho 
ball had struck me obliquely. Here 
was another unsuccessful attack; 
out of 5,000 men, nojt 1^00 return- 
ed, and 1,200 workmen were there 
killed.. 

B^ing; pre vented for some timet 
by my wound &*om interfering in any 
thing, I left the command of the 
siege to Marlborough, who delivered 
his to Ouverkerke. H^ effected a 
lodgment in a UnaiUon on the left; 
but a mine bafHed the assault and 
the assailants. Marlborough counter- 
mined some of them, and took al) 
possible pains to spare me trouble 
on my return* He was obliged to eat 
in publick, in order to cheer my ar- 
my, and. returned to his own. 
- The chevalier de Luxembourg 
deceived me by introducing anrniu-^ 
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Antony erf ivhicb the besieged were 
k^ f^rmt wanu* ai^^d » captaLitJUtnied 
Dubois, deceived me by swlmiabig 
mlth a note from BoulHerB te the 
idttke of Burgundy, mfonning iiimi 
ihat though the trenches had beea 
jopttied forty days, I was not yet 
^oinpletely 4S)aater of any of the 
works. '< Nev:erthele8S, Monseig- 
iieur," added he, <^ I cannot hold out 
IkeycuKl the 15th or SOth of October/' 
' I was in want of powder. A mgie 
teter from Marlborovif^h to his 
itiAndf queen Anne, occasioned a 
iqfiiantity to be sent flne, with fouiv 
Jeen 'battalions, by the fleet of vic^e^ 
admiral Byng, who landed them^ at 
•Ostmid. Every body is acquamted 
<vlth the stupidity of Lamotte, who 
jbot only suJSered this convoy to 
Teaeh me, but got a sound drubbing 
#Dr his whole corps Uiat was intend^ 
<ed tD prevent it. Being completely 
recovered from my wound, I was 
jN^hc and day at the works, which 
Boufilers, also present every where, 
jlras 'incessantly interrupiing or an- 
lioying. 

1 bethought me of a stratagem to 
igivo frequent, alarms for several 
4nigh(s, at a half moon, with a view 
io attack it afterwards in open day, 
i>eing persuaded that the wearied 
(Soldiers would take that time for 
^repose. This sclvemfe succeeded* i 
•ordered an assault, upon a salient 
angle; and that succeeded. I directs 
■jed tiie <5©vered way to be attacked, 
and again succeeded. I thence 
.made a breach in the curtain, and 
*enlaf^ed* another in a bastion; and 
when I was at length working at 
'thedescentof the ditch, the marshal,. 
w^o bad. every day invented some 
new arti&c% sometimes tin boxes, at 
others- eaithen pots filled with gre- 
4iade8, and done all that valour and 
l&cience could suggest, offered .to 
capitulate on the 3:^ of September. 
Witliout mentioning any conditions, 
J promised to L«.gn such as he should 
propose to me. ^This, M. le 
Marechal," so i wrote to him, "is 
.to show you my peiie&t regent £>r 



fmr person, and I em suce tint • 
totve masi like you will not abu«e 
it. I congratulate ypu on your ex^ 
cellent defence." 

. My co^oiQil of war, vfbiehl amxD* 
moned out of politeneasy ejected t0 
the artacle that the citadel should not 
be attacked o& the side »&xt the 
0wn. I yielded, iiaving my pion in 
my head, >eiid wrote to Boatffleras 
!* Certain reasons, M. le. Matiech^ 
prevent me from signing this article^ 
Wt I give you my wonl <^ honour 
Id obaerve it. I iiope in six weelia 
to give ypu fresh proofs of my a«^ 
munition." Bonffiecs retired into the 
citadel^ and I emered the caty vdtli 
Marlborough, the king of Pokm^ 
the landgrave of Hesse, &c. Inthfe 
noming we went to ehurchyjmd tit 
nigjht \o the play, and aU the busi* 
fiess of the capituktion being .finishL- 
«d on the 3&th of October, I thfe 
•same day ord^r^ed the trenches to 
be opened b^ore the citadel. 

Before I proceed to this stege, { 
pught to relate a .circnmsl»nce thct 
Jbappened to mte during that of the 
vcky. A clerk of the post-ofi&ce 
wrote to the secretary of genenl 
Dopf, desiring him to deliver to me 
;two letters, one from the Hague^and 
.the other I know not whence. ^ 
opened the letter, and found nodiin|^ 
but a greasy papen Persuaded, as 
I still am, that it was a .mistake, or 
sometliing of no consequence, wiiich 
I might, perhaps, have been able to 
read had I taken the trouble to hold 
the paper to the fire, I threw it 
away. Somebody picked it up, and 
it was said that a dog, about whose 
jieck it was tied, died poisoned in 
the space of twenty*four hours. 
What makes me think this untrue, 
is, that at Versailles they wc9» too 
generous, and at Vienna too nsU- 
gious, for such a trick. 

The ninth day the besieged made 
a vigorous sortie. The prince of 
. Brunswick, who repulsed it, receiv- 
ed a wound from a musket4iall ki 
the head. The e^venth, a still 
move vigorous sortie of the cheva- 
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Keitde EuxemboBrg^yivlio drove mf 
Iffoops from the boraacfae^ of th* 
tt^ich^ and aoKle us fsdl back to 
St. Catherine's. An excellent o&> 
eer of my staff had his head shot off 
h^ a caannon^hail by my side. The 
eraemy lost a great nttmbcr of men 
beibre he returned to the ckadeL I 
caused erery thing to be repaired. 

I was now suddenly obliged to 
abandonf the sieges, leaving tiie direct 
j^on of it to prkiee Alexander of 
Wilrtembergt The elector of Ba* 
moria waa engaged in that of Brus^ 
sels; Marlbwough and I made him 
aaise it ^^r a fHretty battle^ and 
tame excellent^ \reil combined ma- 
noeuvreSy of widch he had all the 
honour, icir I could not pass the 
-Scheidt where I wanted. The elector 
of Bavaria was scumewhat ashamed. 
The French princes would have 
hteii SQ tcxv had not their joy on 
Yetuming^ to VetssaUles ptreveitfed 
them. 

i went back ta.the siege; but what 
H ehan^i The marshal had taken 
advantage of my absence to driare 
the bea»gersfram the first covered 
wayt ^^ which I had left them in 
posaesmoB. After regaining it* as 
veUaarthe other posts that had been 
abaadoned, I wrote as follows to the 
%rave Boufflers: (^ The French ar# 
my has retired^ M. le Marechal, 
Seward Toumay, the elector of Bk- 
Varia to Namuar, and the prtnoes to 
their courts. Spare yourself and 
.your brave garrkoo* I will again 
idgn whatever you please." His 
jmswer was; ^ There is yet no oc- 
casion to he in a hurry. Penhtt me 
So d^end myself as long as I can. I 
bailee still enough left to da to render 
myself more worthy of the esteem of 
the man whom 1 respect above all 
BthersJ* I gpave orders for the as- 
sault of the second covewd way. 
Ti» king of Fjrance apparently an- 
ticipated tbiS) for he wrote to the 
marahal to . surrender. Kotwith- 
ttanding' his repugnanca to such a 
step, ho was on the pomt of obey* 
ingt whon^ in a aiete whieh. tite.date 
of Burgundy, had subjoined to the 



Idbg's letter^ hereadr <^Iktew*from 
a cert^ quartar, that tiiey want to 
make you a prisoner of war/' I 
know not where he picked up this 
taformation; but that princse, ce^ect* 
able as he was* in peaee^ could 
neither say nor do any but Ibolisk 
things in war. This note, bow«f ei( 
produced some impression for 4 
moment. Generals^ soldiers, and 
all, swore rather to perish m tbs 
breach^ Bou^Siers wept for joy, as 
I have been told; and when on thd 
point of embracing this altemativo« 
he recollected my note, which. got 
the better ofthe duke of J3urgundy'i^ 
and after th& trenches had beatt 
opened four months before the ciiy 
and citadel, he sent me on the 8th 
0^' December^ all the articles that he 
wished me to sign, which I did with^ 
out any restrictioa. I wont very 
soon with the prince of Orange to 
pay him a visit, and in truth to do 
homage to his merits I cordially em- 
braced him, and acoeptsd an invitai- 
tiott to supper; *^ on condition,'^ said 
I, '< that it be that of a famished 
•citadel, to see what you may eat 
.without an express order from the 
king.'* Roasted horse^ftesh was set 
before us; the epicures in niy suite 
w^e far from relishing the joke, bua 
were qfuickly consoled by the arrival 
of provisions from the city, es 
which we made an excellent re* 
past. 

The following day I gave him as 
good a dinner as i could^ at my ah* 
bey, where he paid me a visit. Wo 
were very merry and communica* 
tive. We talked of war, polidcksf 
and Louis XIV. On the latter sab* 
ject I was Idghly amused with tho 
flatteries of the states-general, who 
thinking themselves y^ry cunningi 
were in hopes by these means to 
dispose him to peace, of^hich they 
were ardently desii ous. I durst not 
be alone a moment with the nmrshatt, 
lest idle stories should be circulated 
re&pectiag us; and one or die other 
might appear suspicious to ouf 
courts, where peof^ are alw^ 
suf% to have good friends^ who are 
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'.Mver. astee|h After manilestiitg my 
#£Krk$ideratiofi for ihetiHustrio^s van* 
fuifihed, whenever we w«rc together 
githe pk)r,andwhenwei;rentJ&broad 
into thee streets, where I obaervfsd 
that he was : universally adored, I 
fiaused him and his brave garrison 
to be :condlKted to Doiiay, with a 
Imrge/escort and all possible honours. 
> After retaking Ghent and* Bruges, 
Marlborough and I put our tt'oops in 
ivintet-(|aarters, and went for a month 
Ip Brussels; but my mother was no 
Icmger there. 

u- 1709.— January 9th, we set out for 
the Hague. It was nothing but a' 
series ^ honours and festivities; 
(presents for Marlborough, and fire* 
works for me. But I prevented a 
magnificent 6xhii»tion, by requesting 
tbe statjes-tgeneral to give the money 
It was to have cost to their brave 
ioldiors, ^hom I had caused to bjs 
orippled; and the 30th of January I 
let off for Vienna, to report and ask 
for ftother orders. . 
! . I was directed to make peace, if 
^9 enemy - would comply with all 
iay demands* I returned on the 8th 
of April to the Hague, where I 
found the plenipotentiaries of the 
king of France. Famine, a winter 
more severe than had ever been 
known, want of men and money, 
made him wish for peace; but the 
vanquished forget that they are such, 
as soon as they enter upon negotia- 
tion. They mistake obstinacy for 
Itrmness^ and at last get more 
soundly beaten than before. 
^ Qae ^hundred thousand men were 
ag&in under Marlborough's com? 
inand-aad mine in the Low Coun- 
tries; and the same number under 
that of-Villars; « I am_ going," said 
be to the king, on taking leave, ^< to 
4kiveyour enemies so tar, that the^ 
|i^all not again see tiie banks of the 
Scheldt; and by a battle on myar- 
t^al, to regadn al) that has been 
taken from yoi«r^majesty.'' 
- Without wishing to. avoid one, for 
lie was morally void physically brav«, 
he look an extremely ad vanugeous 
position, ^his vas o^e of his ^reat 



talents. He wanted vei^litfle to'foa 
a perfect vrarriour. With reeiiforoe» 
ments> which poured in to us on all 
sides^ we were stronger than he^ 
but there was no possibility of 
attacking him where he w«is«. 
To obUge him to quit his posi* 
tion, we resolved to besiege Tomv 
nay. The trenches were opened 
on the 7th of July, the vHiite flag 
was hoisted on the 38th, and on the 
2 1st of August, after the most terri« 
ble subterraneous war that I eve^ 
witnessed (for in twenty^^x days; 
^e besieged sprmtg thirty-eight 
mines) the citadel surrendered^ 
Villars never starred. " Let ua.g^ 
and take Mons,^' said I to Mad^ 
borough; *< perhaps this devil td a 
fellow will tire of being so pruiknt^ 
Madame de Maintenon did' not give 
him credit for so much prudence as 
he possessed, though she was.verjr 
fond of him: for she permitted Lonis 
XIV. to send marshal Boufflers to 
assist him. Certain enemies of Vili- 
lars, at Versailles^ hoped tb giv9 
him disgust; but I have alrea^ 
proved, that brave men agree to» 
gether, and love and esteem each 
other* The two jnarshais wouM 
gladly have saved Mons without 
risking a baule; we stood upon 
ceremony to know which partf 
should oblige the other to give it. 
As soon as our troops from Toumay 
had arrived: ^' Let us l<»e notime/' 
said I; ><and in spite, of 120,000 
menv woods, hedges, villages^ holes, 
triple intrenchments, a hundred 
pieces of cannon and abatthi let us 
put an end to the war in one day.'' 

The deputies of Holland^ and some 
<^ntrhearted generals, objected, i^cj- 
monstrated, and tired me. it was of 
no use to tell them that the excel- 
lent veteran French soldiers were 
killed i)i .the six or seven battles 
which Marlborough and I laid gain- 
ed ; and though i well knew that 
icoimg ones are formed bnt too ex- 
.peditiously^ an advantage in which 
they are superiour to all otter na-r 
tlons^ we determined uponthe battle 
of IVfalplaquet. The Uth of Sept> 
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tetiibcr a tiriek fog concealed out 
^ifl^ositiotis from tbeniarshiils; we 
Ifispelled it at eight in the mormngi 
hy a general discharge of all our 
artillery. This military musick was 
succeeded by that of haotboys, 
drums, , fifes, and trumpet^ with 
which i treated both armies. We 
then saw Villars proceeding through 
ail ^the: ranks. As the French can 
nerer. hear enough of their king: 
(^My fdends^'' said he to them^ as I 
IniTe been told, ^ theldbg ccHsunands 
me to fight:, are you nut very glad of 
id^' He was answered with shouts 
oS^' Vine ic Roi et M. de VUlaral 
I jittacked the wood of Sars without 
slKniBng. .1 rallied the English 
guards, who, at the. beginning, were 
ftcatt^fed; some from too much 
courage, and others frikm a contrary 
reason: nvy. German battaliei^ sup- 
mrted them. We hioi, nevertheless, 
been bTerwhelmed,'had not the duke 
ftf Ar gyle, who boldly climbed the 
parapet of t^e intren^hnuent, made 
me master -of. the wood. All thia 
procured me a bail behind the ear; 
aoid on account of the quantity of 
blood which I lost, all those about 
me advised me to have the wound 
dressed. "If I am beaten,** I re- 
plied, *^it will not be worth whUe; 
a&d if the French are, I shall have 
plenty of time for that.** What 
could I have done better than to seek 
death, after all the responsibility 
which I had again taken upon my- 
4ielf on this occadon? I beg pardon 
for this digression and personally 
but one cannot help being a man. 
To endeavour to repair faults com- 
mitted, is, I acknowledger more no* 
Uef but to survive one's glory is 
dreadful. My business on the right 
going on wcil, I wished to decide 
&at of the duke on the left, which 
proceeded but slowly. To no pur- 
pc»e .:tlie: prince. of Orange had 
planted a standard on the third in- 
trenohmi^at; almost the whole i>utEh 
corps was extended tm the. ground, 
killed or wounded. For siv^ hours 
JIbilboxDagh mm engaged^with.the 



centre and the left, wdthout tmy de^ 
cisivej|d vantage My cavalry, whick 
i s^t TO his succour, was overthrown 
6n the way by the king's household 
troops, who were in their tpm 
routed by a battery which took them 
in Bank. At length Marlborough 
had gained ground wiAout me; so 
that it was easy for me to turn the 
centre of the enemy's army which 
had been left unsupported in conse^ 
quence of the^ defeat of the mngsi 
Boufflers rendered the same service 
to Villars as I did to Marlborough^ 
and when he beheld him fall from 
his horse, dangerously wounded be^ 
low the knee, and the victory snatch* 
ed from them, he thought of nodting 
but how to make the best retreat le 
the best possible order. I think It 
is not too much to estimate the lose 
of both armies at 40,000 men; those 
who were not killed, had died of 
&tigue; I gave some rest to the 
remains of my troops, buried all I 
could, and then marched to Mons. . 
There were but 5,000 men in that 
place. I opened the trenches on tb^ 
35th of Sreptember, ftind on the %^i 
of October, being on the pdnt of as^ 
saulting the hom-^work of Bertamonti 
Grimaldi capkulated. Our troops 
went into winter quarter^ and I, be* 
ing obliged to post, about without 
intermission, proceeded with Marl* 
l>or(»igh to the Hague, ^to coax the 
states'general, who were ready to 
abandon (mr cause. I advised them 
to say at the confen^cea-^of Gen^ 
truidenberg, that th^ ■ would nodi 
hear of peace unless it were, gtne* 
rah I was sure of qtieen Anne, hot- 
cause I was sure of Mairlbovougb; he 
seconded me admijrably; I went te 
repott to the eniperouTj I submitted 
to him a sketch of the s«ate ©f . Ea^ 
rope, of which I could «ee that h^ 
cabinet had notthe least idea. I sti^ 
ted the inclination which I observe^ 
ia.se^ceral poweta to. foraake us* At 
a distance from danger, people are 
courageous. I waj^told that I should 
make a glorious campaign. Ic^epli* 
ed^tbat I ^ad lost nkore me^ ItM 
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MUlA be ||b«ii mcj^ hmt yet I wofM 
tty what I could dew 

t7n.-^o8efb I. was 9at$kl»i 
m^th tiM^ Bsoall-pox. There were no 
good physicians at Vienna. They 
esDt to Lkitz for one. The pustules 
came out in such abundance) that 1 
tboug)^ iHn^oiit c^ ^nger. On set* 
liag out for the Loir Countries, I 
wanted to take leave of him. He sent 
me word that I had but too much 
eixposed my kife for him already, and 
that he wanted it elsewhere than for 
the smaIU|fox. I insisted no farther, 
jSiid set offoo the 1 6th of April. Three 
days afterwards I was informed of 
his death, occasioned by the igno« 
ranee of the faculty of Upper and 
tjower Austria, who disputed all 
Bight about the means of relieving 
an inBamroation of the bowels, with 
which the emperour waS' afflicted. 1 
eincerely regretted this prince, aged 
tlHTty-three; the iirat since Charles 
V. who possessed genius, and was 
not superstitious; and i determined 
to serve him even after his death. I 
hurried to almost ail the electors ta 
dispose them to ensure the imperial 
crown to bis brother, and then went 
to solicit the Dutch to continue theit 
eredit in- money and friendship to 
Charles II. king of Spain, who be# 
came the emperour Charles VI. 

The protestants did not fail to 
publish that the court of Rome, 
which bad suffered some Immilia* 
tions from Joseph I. had bribed his 
pl^sidans} but no credit should be 
given to defomatory libels, and to 
the authors of private anecdotes, as 
they are called. It has long be^n the 
fe&hion to aasert that great persona* 
ges die of poison. 
. Tallard, more dfingerous in peace 
than in war^ iwdiom I would not have 
left prisoner in England could I have 
suspected that he would there ac* 
qusre any influence, enabled the to« 
rres tO'triuimph, and crush the whigs. 
His assiduoua attemion to Mrs* 
Marshaom, the qumm's new fovour* 
ite, instead, of the^utchess of MarU 
horottghi his . imimiating mmm^ 



and bis ptesenta of BiHgmMl^ and 
Champagne to right honourablo 
saembera of Parliament, wte were 
amateurs of those wines^ changed 
tdie aspect of European affairs. 

Mariborottgh was playing his hut 
game in the Low Countsies. Ha 
found means to finish his inilitairy) 
career there with f^lory; he forced 
the French lines behind the Seiiz6e» 
and took the city of Boodudn. 

On the disgrace of the dutchess, si 
thousand faults were discoveced itt 
him. His pride was denominated k^ 
solence, and his rather too gresd 
eeenomy was branded with the tlamo 
of peculauon and extortion. Hie 
iriefnds, as may be supposed, beluw 
ved like friends; and that is saying 
sufficient He was recalled. To mo 
this was a thnnderbc^ The French 
assembled on the Rhine. I eem 
Vefalen with a strong detachoieat 
from the Low Countries, and leaving 
the Hague on the 19th of July, i 
eolleeted as expedkionsly as posst^ 
ble^ all the troops I coul4 at Franks 
furt, and took so good a positioii 
in a camp near Miihlherg, aa tis 
cause to be held, and to cover thd 
election to the imperial crown, whidi 
would have been lost had I received 
a check. The French durst not dis^ 
tanrb it. This was for me a eampaign 
of pirudence rather than of glory. 

Queen Anne threw off all rsi» 
ab*auift. She had given an unfavovcft* 
ble reception to the Dutch ambas» 
sadour, and had forbidd^i. Galla% 
the imperial minister, her court; as^ 
s^ing as a reason certain express 
sions which he had employed n»» 
meeting her. Charles VI. ordered 
me to make amende for thrs Kwh% 
wardness of Gailaa, if he iiad been 
guilty of any, and to regain theeonrs 
of St. Jazaes's. 

Had I*acted, as my good cousin^ 
Victor Amedsstts, would have done 
in my place, I should have cided ou| 
against Marlborough stUl more loud* 
ly than his enemies, and have re&xn 
sed to see him. But from policy it^ 
seli^ pevsoiMLof oumw tsMute ottfj^ 
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mre too easily teen tlMwag^hi. Tbejr 
mi« 4c«pix€^ and miM llieir 4ibjeGU 
Omtkude, '08tBetny 4ii& fMUftnMrflhip 
IB «o floany miiitftry openndpns^ and 
fkXf for a {ktraon id di9|g;«ac«f caused 
ttie to ^aow nyiielff with enoik» 
into Mariborough'a amis. Besides^ 
cnimah OGcaaitiMiy tlia heaort proiraa 
'i^otomoa. The Mople, who follow* 
•d me every wheve firom die mo- 
vie&t I aet foot in X^oadoa^ perceived 
ky and &ed ave the better for tliis: 
wbifte the ^ippojiitioD, and the honest 
pan of the^iourt esteemed me the 
fluore. In 4>ne way or other, all was 
0ver Sof Aiastria. I coaxjsd the peo«> 
pie in power a good deal. I made 
jpvesenfei? for buying is vfcry common 
an £aglsBd. I offsred to procure the 
rocall of Crallas. i. deiiv^&sed a me* 
aaoaial on this subject, and request^ 
ed tlie ^aeen to take other bases at 
|he ooogsess of Utrecht, where h&p 
^enipotendaries already were, that 
the empevour might be enabled to 
eend fai^tbither. I receired so vague 
» reply, that had the court of Vi- 
enna believed me, they would not 
have recfc<Mied at all upon the foeble 
euccour of the duke of Ormonde 
who set out to command the £nt» 
fplbh, as successour to the duke of 
Mar&orough, and I should not havo 
lost the battle of Denain. This hap* 
pened in the following manner. Not- 
withstanding my distinguished re* 
ception from the queen, wlio, at my 
de^Murture, presented me with her 
portrait, I went and told the states* 
.general that we had now nobody on 
whom we could rely but themselves; 
.tad passing through Utrecht to 
make my observations, 1 found the 
tone of the French eo altered, so 
elevated, that I was more certain 
than over of the truth of what I had 
announced. On my arrival at the ab- 
:bey of Anchio, where I assembled 
my army, amounting to upwards of 
400,000 men, Oimond -eatne and 
mad^ me th« fairest promises, ssad 
had the goodness to consult to my 
^jpassiDg^ the Svhddtbekiw Seu^haiau 



Sot after feigiMng to agree ^ the 
siege of Quesooi, he first strove te 
diSiHMude me from that step, and 
lheB» without reserve, refused to 
concur in it. 1 said to hunt « Well 
Mr, I will do without yeur eighteen 
thousand men." ^^ I will lead them,** 
said he, ^ to take posseivonof Dun- 
kiirk, which the French are to deli* 
ver to me.** ^ I congratulate the 
two nations," replied I, ^on this 
operation, which will confer as much 
Imnoi&r on the one as on die other* 
Adieu, sir." He ordered ell the 
troops m the pay of England to fol- 
low hisn. Very few obeyed. I had 
foreseen the stroke, and had made 
sure of the prince of Anhalt, and 
the prince of Hesse Cassel. 

July the 30th I took Quesnoi. I 
gave the direction of the siege of 
Landreoy to the prince of^ Anhalt^ 
and entered into the lines which I 
had directed to be formed between 
Marchiennes and Denain. The Dutch 
had collected large stores of ammU' 
nition and provisions at Marchien- 
nes. In vain I represented to them 
that they would be better at Ques» 
noi, only three leagues from Lan- 
drecy, and only ten from us; the 
economy of these gentlemen oppo- 
sed the change. This made me say 
peevishly, and as I have been told, 
with an oath, one day when Alexan- 
der's c<Ki(|ue8ts were the subject of 
conversation: ^ He had no Dutch 
deputies with his army." I ordered 
twenty of their battaUons, and ten 
squadrons under the command of the 
earl of Albemarle, to enter the lines^ 
and approached Quesnoi with the 
main body of my army, to watch 
the motions of Villars. During all 
tiiese shuffling tricks, of which I 
foresaw that I should be the dupt, 
and which Louis XIV. knew nothing 
of, I made him tremble upon his, 
throne. At a very small distance 
from Versailles, one of my partisans 
carried off Borenghen, under the^ 
idea that it was the dauphin; others 
pillaged Champagne and Lorraine. 
fiiHnrenstein, with iwe thousimd 
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horse, levied contributions all over 
itke country;, ^readii>g^ ilisanay, and 
declaring that I wae sit his heels \pth 
my army. It was-rtiiien tt^at he 19 re^ 
ported to have said: *^ If Landrecy 
xs taken, I will .put - tnyself at the 
head of 9]iy nohilityrand perish ra- 
ther than see my. kingdom lost.'* 
Would he have done so ? I cannot 
tell. He wanted once to leaye the 
trench, btit.was dissuaded. Henry 
IV. was formerly a4vlsed the con- 
trary.. He ma4e the sign of the cross, 
and remained where he was. 

Villars thinking himself not strong 
enough to attack me, as I had ho* 
ped he would, attempted the deli- 
verance of Denain ii^ another way. 
I have mentioned my vexation re- 
specting the magazines at Marchi- 
enoes, upp^ which depended the 
continuation of the siege. Two 
leagues of. ground were too much 
for the putch corps.. Had it not 
f>een for the/defection of the En- 
glish,' they might Jbave been defend* 
cd. The following circumstance de- 
moiistrated the talents of Villars, 
and a kini) of fault with which I had 
to reproach myself. To conceal a 
movement made on his left toward 
the Scheldt^ with the greatest pos- 
sible secrecy and celerity, he, .with 
his right, drew my attention to I^n«p. 
dre^y, as if he resigned, to attack 
the iihe^ of couritervallationr. AH JsA^ 
oiice he drew back bis right towards^ 
his. left, which during the. night had 
easily forixied bridges, as the Sip^heldt 
is not wide . at thjiplace.J Th^e>. two. 
wings united? advanced imknown ip 
the earloT Alberiiarle',. who attempt*: 
ed with his caValjcy, but.,ia vain, ta 
fight what haid passed. He relied 
upon mc, but I reckoji^d upon,Juia^ 
On the fir^tJJHpg, of his.^ruiler,y,.i. 
marched to jhis. suceoiH*^ with a 
strong detacbm«nt of dragoons, at ; 
foil trot, ititending to n^'ake them 
dismount, if necessmy, ^d followed . 
by my infantry, which, canie up ai a 
quick pace. The cowardice of the 
^ Dutch rendered my .efforts unavail- 
. ing. Had they but maintained them- 



selves half an hour in f3ie pwit ef 
jDenain, I bad lieen in ti8i^« So. I 
hid cakttlated, supposing matters 
«t.the worst, had: I even been d»i 
ecived by the nttaosuvr e of Villars. 
^ I found "only eight hundredMneB^ 
a«d three. OF four generala drovmoi 
in the Scheldt; and aM those wte^ 
bad been snrprbed in 4the intreneh^ 
ments, kiHed without making any* 
defence. Albemaiie, an^ all. the 
I>rinees. and generals, in tiie Duljch 
service,^ were ts^en fMnatmers^Khxte 
<^t^a^0linng:to rally /their, troops. 
The conduct of the former was re* 
presented in very black colours to 
the states-general. I wrote to Hein* 
sius,the .pensioQary:v^: It would be 
my province, sir, to throw the fitulte 
or the disasters of that day on the 
earl of A&emarle, if I hflid a ^gle 
reproach to make him* Hebsehkred 
like a man of honour; buti defy tiie 
ablest jgeneral to extricate himself 
when his troops, after a irije* dis-* 
charge, ignominloujsly run away^. 
Your obstinacy in leaving your ^aa* 
gazines at MarcMennes, ts the 
cause of all thU. Assure their high 
mightinesses of the^ ti^uth of "vrhat 1 
write you, of my dissatisfectionend 
firofound mortification.'* •> 

I was obliged to raise the siege ^ 
of Landrf cy, andto approAch Mons, * 
for the .purpose of sut^sisting mjr. 
army; so that I could not prevent 
ViUars from retaking Doiiajr, Qnes^ 
npi, and Bouchain. . •/. 

I often examine mysdf with tht 
utmost ^ possible stnctness. . It . ap« : 
pears to me, .that if I had plai^ - 
twenty battalions more in .the . lines, . 
if^hich would havjB been n(ece«sary to 
defend them,Villars, who was strong- 
er, tlian -I,, would then have beaten 
me. Out of the lines, posted as 1 
^as", I provided forcvery contingen- 
cy. Could! expect that an hour, at 
the titmost, more or less, would be 
decisive of my glory, of the war, 
^nd of the salvation of France ? The 
artillery of the line% which^^wera 
thickly planted with it, ought alonis 
to have given me time to have coase 
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up4 Instead of being well served) it 
Vas abandoned in as cowardly a man* 
ner aa the intrencbments. The two 
faults which I oomnitted) were*-«ot 
disregarding the remonstrances' of 
the deputies respecting Marchien* 
nes, aiMi confiding a post of such 
importance to their troops, the flow- 
er of ,wiach had perished at Mal- 
plaquet 

It may easily be supposed, that I 
was the subject of criticism at Vi* 
cnnay London, and the Hague, and 



of songs at Paris. Here is one wMeh 
I thought pret^, becautle it gives m^ 
history in very few words: 

Sugene, opening the csmpsigR, 
Swore with air iiMMtfuriinit» ' 
* HeMmacoii straightway to CfatfOpagne, 
To swig our wines so curious. 
The Dutchman for this jouniey gay 
His cheese to Marchienne sent awigrt 
Bnt VUlars, ^d with glor^, cried: 
** Faidk, where you are youMbetterhidsi 
Scheldes muddy wstw is,- 1 Ihlnk^ 
Quite good eoough for you.t» dri^^ ' 



ON THE CHARACTER OF SIR JOHN PALSTAFP. 
[Continued from Vol. 4^ pa^ 4083 



THE plays in ¥^ich we should 
contemplate the character of Fal« 
staff, are the two Parts of Henry IV. 
we see him again, indeed, in the 
"Merry Wivca of Windsor," and 
with great satisfaction; but he is in 
fetters. He might say of himself, 
as after the explcAt at Gadshill: 
<^ Am not I fallen away? do not I 
liate? do not I dwindle? Why my skin 
hangs about tae like an old lady's 
loose gownl"^ His meanderings are 
reduced to a straight course, and 
we scarcely recognise die beauty oV 
the stream. Our memorable queen, 
wiien she requested to see FalstafF 
inlove, a^»ears to m^ (to use a vul- 
gar but pertinent expression) to hate 
<* mistaken her man." Eccentricity 
of affection was expected; and, as 
might have been foreseen, we are 
presented only with his avarice. 

But to return; the two Parts of 



Henry IV. are, beyond a doubt, the 
most diversified, in point of charac* 
ter and language, of any of the 
historical plays of our great drama- 
tist. Who does not marshal in his 
HHnd the spirits off ^ that same mad 
fellow of the north, Percy;" « of him 
of Wales, that gavc**Amaimon the 
bastinado, Owen GlendoWer;" and 
" his son-in-law, Mortimer; and old 
Northumberland; and the sprightly 
Scot of Scots, Douglas?" Who can- 
not paint to himself «« that goodly, 
portlyman, sir John;" the chief jus- 
tice (sir William Gascoigne) ; and 
that wh6reson mad compound of 
majesty, prince Henry, who, as he 
himself observes, had <« sounded the 
very base-string of humility?" O^ 
who cannot conjure up the manes of 
the knight's myrmidoi^ swaggering 
Pistol,* Pmnsf Petoj &nd honest 
BardoipI|,t ^ whose z^al burned in 



■* Piatel is a very remarkable chftraeter.* I^ seems to be a ranting spoufer of sen- 
tepices and hard wonU» unoonneoted and uniatenigible; and was introduced by 
ShaJtspeare for the purpose of ridicaling the boniliait absurdities of his cotemporary 
dramattck Mrriters. If this was really the object of the char^ter* it must have had a 
wonderful effect at its first performance, when the plays of Cophetua, Battle oi 
Aldazer» Tamburlain'S Conquests. &c. from iJl which l^lstol makes quotations, were 
before thepublick. It strikes me, likewise, as livery ingeni6us method of silencing the 
whole train of envious scribblers Vfhkh. hit genius would otherwise hare brought upon 
hiiownhaok^ 

4«The character of Bardolph is one of those bold dashes of the pencil, which our 
great painter from nature so frequently exhibits. His great attachment to FalstaflT is 
admirably described. When he is told of the knight's death, he exclaims: *' Woul^^ 

Vou y. n 

uigiiizea oy -v^j v^v^pt i\^ 
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his nose;'* and ii^ho, as his master 
l^^m^rks, « but for the light in his 
face, would "be the son of utter dark- 
ness:" and to close tl^e catalogue, 
mine hostess of the Boar*s Head 
Tavern in Eastcheap, good mistress 
Quickly; Frtincis withhts everlasting 
©ry of « Anon, anon, sir,^* the " ge- 
niusof famine,** master ' Robert Shal- 
low; and Justice Silence, whom, as 
sir John told him, « it well befitted 
liylie of the peace;" with the ever- 
memorable list of Gloucestershire re- 
eniits. Amongst all these interesting 
personages, however, he who mqst 
attracts our notice, and best repays 
our attention, is sir John Falstaff. 

— • AYiif vv(f futfytts Tip 

n. iii. 197. 
Nor do those persons do him justice, 
who regard him as a character 
whose sole constituents are vice and 
low buffoonery. This was not the 
iotention of Shakspeare. Those who 
are possessed of a natural vein of 
humour, no less than those who 
constantly affect it, will sometimes 
detect themselves in a strain of 
« quips and cranks,'* whose object i^ 
« to set on some quantity of barren 
spectators to laugh.** Falstaff*s wit 
is often, it must be confessed, of aA 
illegitimate kind; yet the general 
character of his pleasantry, and the 
good sense so frequently sparkling 
from under his singular quaiiitness, 
prove that the poet intended him to 
Ijave the credit of considerable abili- 
ties, however unusual or misem- 
Jpioyed. I'o cancel the' impuution of 
i^erpetujal fmffoonery, an idea origin- 
ating in the misconception of those 
who pfftrsonate him on the stage, or 
would psdnt him like Bunbury, we 
must recollect that, although he pos- 
^ssed Titmp of those repbmmenda- 



tions which are implied in the term 
^ gentleman,** {is the word was receiv- 
ed in its better day 9, yet he had many 
which were not consistent with mere 
ribaldry and buffoonery. If we have 
an eye faierely to his imperfections, 
which are no criterion of rank in 
society, our opinion of him will be 
mean and inadequate. He is repre- 
sented as a ^^ captain of foot,*' inti- 
mate wilfh men of the first title and 
authority, and, as may be inferred 
from the scenes into which he is 
introduced, as likewise from his be- 
haviour to the lord chief justice, 
could value himself as highly as any 
of his friends. In the character of 
companion to the prince, however 
unworthy he must, in the eyes of 
the world have be^en thought descry- 
ing of some attention, I will not say 
respect; fqr it is in vain that we look 
for any virtues in him, calculated to 
inspire us with any thing like reve- 
rence. Those who /might despise 
them both for their vices, must 
remember that Hal was heir to tlie 
crown, and that Falstaff was made 
companion to tlie future hero of 
Agincourt. The polite attentions of 
master Shallow to his old acquaint- 
ance, sir John, which maybe account- 
ed for without any uncommon 
sagacity, were returned in a man- 
ner consistent with the avarice of 
the latter, that would now be deno- 
minated by the rude name of" swind- 
ling.'* Yet the shadow of worthy 
affection existed in sir John, as we 
see throughout his conduct. He 
ascribes his fondness for Poins to 
a singular cause: « I am bewitched 
with the rogue's pompany. If the 
rascal has not given me medicines 
tp make me love hini, I'll be hanged^ 
ii could not be el§e.*'* But the affec- 
tion of the prince for sir John FaU 



I were with him wheresome'er he is, either in heaven or in hell!" The same insight 
into his character is given by another singular expression. When the prince tells 
yal staff QJF bis favour with hi? father^ Falstaff recommends the robbery of the 
exchequer: **Bob me the exchequer, Hal, and do it with unwashed hands too?'* 
Bardolpli, pleased with the proposal, instantly seconds it with, " Do, my lord!" 

♦ This and a number of other characteristick and unobjectionable passages, are in- 
judiciously pmitted in the play aa represented on our theatres. I fancy tliegc omii^sion^ 
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staff is more easily^ explained^ aad nerves of the audience. They are 

though mscnifest in the whole inter- delighted to 8e6 what they seem t0 

course between them^ is more feel- themselves to have known in cqm- 

it^l^iy described hjr the. poet in the mon iife^ and to find their acquain- 

prince's lamentation for his loss, tance precisely what they imaginedl 



for his 
yfhen he yiews him Extended for 
dead in the field of battle: " Whit! 

?ld acquaintance^ could not all this 
esh keep in a little life? Poor Jackl 
Farewell ! I could.have better spared 
a bett^ man ! ^ Oh ! I should have 



him to be. FalstafPs character li| 
seen atoiice; he conceals no daxke^ 
features than those exl^ibited on his 
first introdttcdon; and howeveil^ 
reprehensible in his vices, he seem^ 
willing to trust them to the merc]^ 



a heavy mif s of thee^ if I w6re much of his frail audience. This is natiiraL 



in love ^i^h vanity.' 

Indeedy we iriust think more hum- 
oly of the prince's judgment and 
good s^iae than we are justified in 
doing from his known .character, if 
we suppose that he did not observe 
som^ amiable features in the man 
with whom the poet makes him 
spend the greater part of his time, 
and for whom he procured a 
♦* charge of foot," Similarity, in 



but it is ho extenuation of crime^ 
The prepossession in fiiyour of suc^ 
men arises from the love of truth 
and sincerity implanted in ds by na* 
ture (not to mention the secret tri- 
bute paid to oiir vanity and self-love 
on such occasions) aiid every one, 
at some period or o^her of his life, 
must have felt it extorted from him; 
Such a man is Falsta^ Superlatively 
vitious and reprobate, he never ap« 



^omc degree, of dispositions, might pears without expbsing some darling 



be^ thought a sufficient cause; but 
where there was not a single praise- 
worthy object of mutual affection, 
^e poet would not so have erred 
gainst human nature as to have 
represented a friendship. The in- 
consistency of the prince's future 
conduct to him, while it reflects 
somewhat of ingratitude on his poeti- 
cal memory, was certainly neces- 
sary, and tended to the retrieving of 
lus character in the publick mind. 
But to solve all difficulties on 
this head, it will be requisite only 
to select a single trait in this mot- 
ley personage, which will ever awa- 
ken a partiality for him in every 
audience. The poet, to counterba- 
lance his thirst of gold, and his more 
serious vices, has given him. an insi- 
nuating air of frankness and simpli- 
city of manners. It may be observed 
that in the first scene of his appear- 
ance, you see a man from whom 
every subsequent part of his history 
might be expected. The nature 
displayed in this i% too much for the 



excess or evil propensity. Yet, ixi 
spite of all this, his habits savour so^ 
much of every-day profligacy, and' 
his promises of reform and repen-' 
tance are so frequent, that we can-^ 
not help feeling, against our better ' 
judgment, something like partiality^ 
As in the beautiful paintings of 
objects in themselves ugly or con- 
temptible, such as are <4)servable 
in the works of M urillo, Schalkens^ 
Hemskerck, and the greater part of 
the Flemish school, the attention is 
forcibly drawn from the considera* 
tion of the minute parts and their 
deformity, and rests with pleasure 
on the natural colours, or striking 
proportions, of the whole; so, in a 
full view of the character of Falstaff'i 
his vices seem completely in the 
back-ground. There is, a charm, 
which withholds the spectator frogi 
the conten\plation of them. StOli 
however, they are of no inconsider* 
able magnitude; and it may well be 
obje9t^,that moral prc^rietyiwhicli 
can nf leer be too much attended to 



were made by Colley Clbber: If to, thty d« biin #s jiv^ credit %* ioeti^ feeiin^ sT 
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m dramatick composition, has been 
ibfriugedy seriously, by giving inward 
turpitude to so alluring a disguise. 
Besides his avance, crueltyt and 
voluptuousness, be has the glaring 
faults of a liar, a drunkard, and a 
robber.* But, in palliation of all 
jthis, you must hear his message to 
Mrs. Ford: "Bid her think what 
man is; let her consider his frailtyi 
and' then judge of my merit." His 
remarkable cowardice is an essential 
parCof his character, and obliges us 
to remove our attention to the poet* 
It is a trite and indisputable truth, 
that fortitude is the offspring of 
hone but virtuous principles. This 
Mature of his character, 'therefore, 
while it is closely natural, the poet 
observed would ukewise prove an 
endless source of ridicule and 
amusement to the audience. How 
ludicrous is it to see this egregious 
liar, who insists that << manhood, 
good manhood, will be forgotten 
upon the . earUi, when be dies," 
$tandin^ at a respectful distance, 
while his fellows are plundering the 
poor pilgrims, and exclaiming 
"Strike! Down withtheml Cut the 
villains* throats!" with all the energy 
of a bloodthirsty hero. Or who pan 
fefuse a smile, when he hears hin> 
request the prince, in the camp at 
Shrewsbury, in this ignoble form of 
words: "Hal, if thou see me down 
Ht the battle, and bestride me/so$ 
'tis a point of friendship?" Even bis 
detestable cruelty, is rendered laugh- 
able, where he observes of his poor 
scare-crows, with whom he was 
ashamed to walk. through Coventry, 
*' I have led my ragamuffins^ where 
they are pepper'd; there s not .three 
of my hundred and fifty le& alive, 



and the]f are for the lown^s^coid to 
beg during life." 

Thus ail his faults and imperfec* 
tions are so well depicted, and so 
effectually made the objects of de»* 
r&ion, that we cm scarcely refrain 
from loving the company ef the man 
who affords as so much diveraon. 
at his owa expense. For we find he 
has always so much grace left as to. 
be continually pleading and pro- 
claiming his purposes of reform. 
In one place b^ says: ^l mu$t gire 
over this life, and l wiU g^ve it 
over;*' and addsi ^TU be damned 
for never a king's mm in Christen* 
d<HXi." So he telk Bardolph he 
will nepent, and that quickly, white 
he is in some " IMcing," ^. andi, in 
his letter to the prince, he g^es hiar 
this advice: " Repent at iSe times 
as thou may*8t, and ao iarewell/* 
This is, indeed, holdhig the mirror, 
up to Nature. . Those who h&ye 
most reason to reform their hi^itsy . 
talk viol^tly of their resoltttionsy 
and are evier last to txeeute thenu 
The same opportunities of Indtd* 
gence recur, and always find- tli& 
same complyii:^ weakness* This is > 
specifically exemi^ified where sir 
Jo^n makes a long parade of his 
penitence; and, after he has finia&ed> 
IS aske4 bf t^e prince:. << Where 
shall we tak^ a pi«rse to morrow,. 
Jack?" and the hoary ainnseranswertr 
<( Where then wilt:kut> III make; 
one; an I don't, eall me viUam, and * 
bafiVeme/' 

H^ has, ho^wever, in a manner, no.^ 
unnecessary or superfluous . vices^ . 
They are all the natural exci^escen- 
ces of his character. We may be ' 
, inclined to. connive at his " drinking^ ^ 
old sack,!' ^ unbuttoning after stip^ 



* It Jsrtt* b« reioemli^ed tha.t rubbers, si that time of day, were rcfy differently re- 
ceived in society from what Ujey are- atipresettt. It ccMild not be otherwise, when l^ft " 
example bc^an uroutid the klpg's person, by courtiers who pleaded in ja^tHieatioti the^ 
scantiness uf their allowance flora their royal master. This made it a ** vocation,** as 
sir John culls it, of less pubUcI: disgrace. Matthew Paris mentions two- merchants- of 
Brabaut^in tlie time' of Henry W. who complained of an open robbery in the middte of 
the day» and after much trouble the peq)etratOFS were discovered to be men of rank 
«t court. Yet even then ** resolution was fobbed by the rastj^ curb of old father Aa- 
tick* ike law/' for no ks& than thirty of them were hanged* 
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pei*)" tad «slee^ng upon benches 
4t noon/* because he tells ud ^ he 
has. more flesh, and therefore more 
frailty;'' . and we may allow hfan to 
a^ » Shall I not take mine ease, 
in mine inn ?" but no indulgence 
must blind us to his real faults, and 
he mast be re]^bated lor too often 
^^ learing the fear of God upon the 
left hand;'* in .his dishonesty to 
Dame Quickly, and Master Shallow; 
for hi^ enormous lies and obisceni- 
ties; and ^ti»e vices consequent upon 
his ava;irice. Hence, the exhibition 
of such a character to a young per- 
scm,. should be aittended always with 
an admonition to diistinguish between 
the fascinations of poetry, add the 
depnivi^ which it may seem to ex- 
tenuate^ by the beauty of the restfm^ 
blance to natuve** 

But^ it is astonishing how much 
the attenticm, is drawn aside from 
these dark parts of his character, by 
his wit and ifflcessamt humonr. I 
before himed to you, that there are 
persons wha^aiue hki wit no more 
than tbe jests and iscurtilities of a 
bu&on^' who look upon him as no 
better ihan the chywxu in Twelfth 
Night, and^ As Toil like it; and who 
conceiive that the same degree of 
talents' woi^d be r^quisito to per- 
sonate them alt. To thds6 Falstaif 
might answer in his own Wordss 
** Men of aU sorts take a pride to 
gird at me; the bram of this foolish- 
tampqimded clay, man, is not able 
to produce any thing that tends to 
taughter, more than I inrent, or is 
invented on^ me/ I am not only 
witty myself, but the cause that wit 
is in other men/* Contrary to the 
&shion of Shakspeare^s ag;e, Fai- 
sta^'s wit is, for the most part, pure 
and sterling; and often suppoited 
through a whole soliloquy. Few 
men can read half a dozen lines of 
any of them, without acknowledijing 



it* IF the definition of wit isjust^ 
that it discovers real congruities not 
before apparent (and to me it ap'^ 
pears a very just one) the effusiona^ 
of' Falstaff are^ in most in^tuncesy 
entitled to that name. It would bo 
useless to demonstrate what is self-^ 
evident in every scene of his ap^ 
pearance. Much of his wit, so called^ 
however, is of another description^ 
and arises from his assigning wrong 
causes, which, from their seeming 
probability and relation, produce the 
same eifects as the dulla attributed 
to the Irish. 

The effects of wit upon the hear-^ 
ers, are generally favourable. In 
addition to its known influence upon 
the muscles, which are never so 
moved without a degree of pleasure^ 
it opens a new source of gratiiSca- 
tion, by flattering otjr vanity. We 
feel almost as though we ourselves 
were the authors of it, ^vhen. w^ 
give ourselves the credit of under- 
standing and experiencing hs full 
force. It is, perhaps, from this cause 
likewise, that we look with favour on 
the more objectionable parts and 
profligacies ot this *« gray iniquity,** 
sir John. T^e man who would win 
upon our affections, or rather our 
partiality, cannot do better than to 
address himself to our self-love. 
This kept alive the prince's affiection 
for Falstaff; and continues jto, ex- 
cite in us tJie same favourable sen- 
timents. 

Having said thus «muph in be* 
half of that Falstaff,"'! cajinot help 
adverting to the prjDspect of a New 
Theatre. Whatever may be the in- 
tended plan of such an esta)?lish- 
ment, 1 am sure the lovers of ration- 
al amusement (for if it ceuses to be 
rational, it had better cease alto- 
gether) look fotwai-d to a lon^ 
wished for reformation in theatrical 
representation. I am far from think- 



• Plutarch f^v^s tlieaame advice at greater length: De Audiendis Poetis. Sec. 11; 
ii, 13| 14. Speaking of subjects <>f this kind, he adds: ly «c, juakita iu Toy t^i^vr^At^ It. 
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idgf it fa^tMiduft peciantrf, to coih* 
Jmnnf with Yeiy few exeepdons, the 
whblt tfiitt» of mdd^m dramatick^ 
foecfy- 

It has HAistakefi the plan, the 
means, and the end, df such eotnpo- 
sttiont. The plets, intrigues, and 
char^ters, of these plays, are either 
bad inlitations of originals, unneces- 
sarily neglected, grotesque tran* 
scrips from low life, or they are so 
unnatural aad unmeaning, as to dis- 

Sist even the criticks of the gallery, 
s to the means, I believe no one 
ever thought of fixing in his memoiy 
sr single Ime or senttm^t of these 
playsy for the instruction contained 
in them; and with regard to their 
wit, none hut raw apprentices would 
ever consider them worth repetition. 
But, tothepublickare these authors 
amenable for their demtion from 
the great end of dramatick writing. 
I' am not inclined to cant, when I 
declare my abhorrence of the oaths, 
obscenities, immoralities^ nay, of 
the solemn addresses and prayers to 
the Deityi which are without number 
so perniciously introduced.— *This 
tnay be, called stage-effect. The 
only eifec^ I know of from such re- 
presentations and expressions, is 
the gradual depravity^ of the ignorant 



siiid inexperienced part of the ati^^ 
6nce; aiid the familiarizing all wi^ 
words and action's at w^htch tfieV 
6ught to shudder. Let us, diere- 
fore, hOpe,'^ that the theaitre now Hi 
contemplation to be erected, wilj 
give the lie to those who think pro- 
priety and popular amusement in- 
compatible. The first step toM^rds 
this will be the fonAatiOn of an « In- 
dex Expergatorius,** containing the 
names of plays not to be represent^df 
on any terms, and the nanies' of 
those which shall be prohibited)* 
« donee corrigantur." It is absunf 
to imagine that we want new plays: 
we have already a great sufficiency^ 
whose merits have been approved; 
Let these, and these only, find' ad- 
mission oh' our new stage; andwheti 
the evening's amusement is announ^r 
ced, every man will know Whether he 
may safely indulge his children, 6t 
introduce a female, where, as tlie 
stage is now constituted, common 
prudence fordids their appearance. 
Much mote' might be advaincei 
upon the regulation of such a theati^) 
which, if I had influence to effect, it 
should h6 almost ekclusirely a' 
Shakspearc theatre. 

A. B. E. 
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X)BSERVAT10NS ON THE ^EWLY DISCOVERED ART OF PRINTmC 
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IT will probably be in the recol- 
lection ol -maiiy of our readers, at 
least we will endeavour to bring the 
circumstance to their knowledge, 
that, in our' review of that splendid 
and truly ingenious work, «7%<? jhhti- 
. qtdttda of Westminster^ by John Tho- 
maa Smith" a method of drawing and 
engraving on stoke, invented and 
practised by Mr. Aloys Senefelder, 
is mentioned, and two specimens of 
the difierent methods of increasing 
copies alluded to. We there, al- 
though wc allowed the disco veiy to 
have been extremelv curious, from 



a minute inspection and deep coh; 
tcmplation of the engravings, stated, 
that there was a coarseness in the 
art, or rather in the material upon 
which it was practised, which only 
adapted it to the production of lar^e 
works; at the same time we admit- 
ted, that it included properties ca-* 
pable of great improvement. This 
improvement has, we understand,* 
been in progress, and learn that ex* 
periments have been made, ahd are . 
now making, that afford the pros- 
pect of very considerable advantage 
to the arts in general, ^d to those 

uigiiizea oy -v^j v^v^pt iv- 
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dependent upon the multiplication! 
and consequent wide disperwon, of 
copies in particular. We, therefore, 
in order to facilkate^ llie impixjve- 
ment to which we have alluded, feel 
great pleasure in inserting the fol?* 
lowing account of the elen^entary 
principlea of tlie art of printing with 
stone, in order to introduce, or super* 
ipduce, disquisition, which, in the 
efforts of ingenuity, has been deem^ 
ed the portal that leads to perfec- 
tion.' 

The art of printing from stone, 
origihally discovered in Germany, 
abotit nine years ago, and which has 
since been successfully practised in 
Italy and France, appears till lately 
to have been but little used, or even 
known, in tliiscoimtry, though me- 
riting, from its simplicity, its expe- 
dition, and its economy, to rank 
high among njodem discoveries, 
and ojGTering some real and impor- 
tant advantage to the arts. Its in- 
ventor was, as already stated, Aloys 
Senefelder, a native of Prague, in 
Bohemia, who first obtmned, in 
1801, an exclusive privilege for the 
exercise of it from the then elector of 
Bavaria: and, in 1803, a like privi- 
lege from the emperour of Germany. 
Senefelder, in consequence, esta- 
blished stone printing houses at Mu- 
nich and at Vienna: and, under his 
directions, similar establishments 
have been formed in France and 
Italy. It is at Munich, however, that 
the art has been brought to the 
greatest perfection. 

There are three different methods 
of printing with stone, namely, the 
method in relief (most generally 
used) and particularly adapted for 
luusick; the hollow method, prefe- 
rable for engravings; and the Hat 
method, which is neither hollow nor 
in reliefe but which is very useful 
for the ijnitation of chalk and other 
drawings. Tq print or engrave ac- 
xojrding to this process, a slab of 
inverrated marble, or any other cal- 
<;areous stone^ is used, provided the 



stone can be easily cut, andUkef « 
good polish. These stones may thi^v 
be compared to the copper plates, ^ 
wooden blocks, for which they arfs^ 
indeed, substituted. They ought to 
be from two inches to ^wo inches- 
and a half thick, and of a size pro* 
portioned to that of the work wWch/' 
it is meant to engrave upon theii^. 
When the stone is dried and well' 
polished, the next operation is, to- 
draw the design, ncM:es, or letterflf 
that are intended to be printed ^pon 
it with a pencil, and afterwards re* 
trace the pencil marks with an ink 
made of the solution of gum lac, in. 
pot-ash, coloured with lamp-black, 
produced from burning wax*^ Ia~ 
about two hours, the letters, or mu» 
sical notes, impregnated with the 
ink, will be dry, when there is pas- 
sed over them nitrick acid [aquafor'^ 
tia^ more or less diluted, according 
to the relief or hollow which it i$ de* 
sired to form upon the stone. The acid 
attacking all parts of the stone, bu€ 
those which have been impregnated 
with the resinous ink only, the note« 
or drawing remdn untouched. The 
slab of marble is then washed with 
clean water, and a printer's ball i% 
charged with an ink anaiagous te 
that used in other kinds of printin^i 
and being pressed by the hand onlyt 
the letters or notes take the ink 
from the ball, so that they are found 
to be properly coloured. After this, 
a sheet of paper being put in i^ 
frame, the latter is lowered, anrf an 
impression is obtained by a bra^j 
cylinder being passed over the pa- 
per; or a coppe? platp press may be 
used. At each proof it is necessary 
to wash thq plate with wate^. When 
the intended number oiF copies are 
printed, and there it no further use 
for the work, the stone is polished 
again;^ and thus the same slab Vill, 
according to its tbicknes^, aerve for. 
thirty or forty different works. 

The hollow nxethod docs not dif- 
fer greatly from the method in re- 
lief, except that the nitrick acid is 
made to act stronger upon the stone, 
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so that the letters arc more relieved, 
aiid-the stone itself touch hollower: 
dtrongerand heavier rollers are like- 
wise requisite. 

The flit method requires less ni- 
trlck acid than either of the other 
two; and great care must be taken, 
Aat the stone prepared for this pur- 
pose is quite flat 

The kihds of work that are engra- 
ved on stone are the following: imi- 
tations of wood cuts, imitations of 
the dot manner, drawings, musical 
wbrks, all kinds of writing, geogra- 
phical maps, and engravings in 
meszotinto. 

The advantages resulting from 
the manner of printing or engraving, 
described above, are, that it has a 
peculiar character, which cannot be 
imitated by the other methods of 
printing, and that it can easily imi- 
tate any of the former. But its 
greatest advantage is, the quickness 
vrith which it may be performed. A 
design which an artist could not fi- 
nish uponi^opperin the space of five 
or six days, may be engraved upon 
stone in one or two. While the cop- ' 
per plate printer draws oif six or 
seven - hundred impressions, the 
printer from stone, can take off, in 



the same space of time, two thfiU* 
sand impressions. An engraven) cop* 
per plate will seldom yield 1000 im- 
pressions; but the stone slab will 
yield several thoiisiaid, and the last 
will be every whit as good as the 
first. It has been tried in the stone<^ 
printing ofiice at Vienna to take olT 
thirty-thousand impressions of the 
same design; and even then the last 
impression was nearly as handsome 
as the first.* They have even car* 
ried this number of copies to a 
greater extent in printing bank 
notes.t The most industrious and, 
ihiiost skilful engraver of musick can 
hardly engrave four pages of musick 
on pewter in a day, while the en« 
graver on stone may engrave twice 
as many in the same dme. Every 
kind of work which ardsts engrave 
upon copper or pewter, and which 
the printer executes with movable 
types, may also be performed by 
using stone. Our limits will not 
permit us to enter into all the de* 
tails of the cost of this method of 
printing; but experience has showft, 
that it may be performed with a siai* 
ving o^ one third of the expense, iri 
comparison of the printing upon 
copper or pewter.} 



PRESENTIMENT OF DANGER AND DEATH. 



AT the siege . of the Havanna, 
in \762^ the Namur and Valiant 
took it day and day about to fight a 
sap battery; and the relief of the 



people was effected every midnight, 
to save from the observation of the 
Spanish garrison one party's ap- 
proach and the other's retreat. We 



* If tfiis art could be in sorne degree refined^ and its productions adapted to periodi- 
cal ptiblications, fbr instance, its explanatory advantag^es must be inciiculable. 

f The facility of printing these in this country, we are of opinion, need not be 
increased. 

t Contemplating the rise of engraving, and particularly adverting to the wood-cnts 
of Albert Durer (who was the first that practised the art in that manner) which we 
erst have fVequentiy considered With attention, as we have those of M. Antoqio, we 
cannot help congratulating this age upon the very great improvement that has been 
made in the art of engraving upon wood. The two celebrated artists whom we bave 
mentioned, though correct, perhaps too correct, in their outlines and their muscular 
delineations, are, in their general designs, stiff, harsh, and tasteless^ which leads us 
to observe, that the woodcuts that embellish the works of modem times, the Life of 
l^eo X. for instance, exhibit such traits of improvement, indeed of excellence, that 
we are induced to hope stone engraving, which, as we have said, seems to promise 
(Still greater advantages, will be as sedmously pursued* 
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had marched forty in number, a lieu- 
tenant leading, and myself [a mid- 
shipTnan] bringing up the rear, jo re- 
lieve the V aliant's, when Moor, one of 
our men made frequent calls to 9top; 
these at last became quite frivolous, 
and my distance had got so long 
from the lieutenant, that the party 
was halted to close the line. In the 
interim, Moor Mrly owned he had 
no stomach for the battery that 
night, knowing he should be killed. 
Our officer, a hard-beaded Scotch- 
mam steady anii regular as old time, 
began sharp upon me: my excuse 
was the man's tardiness, and I re- 
ported his words, << Killed, indeed, 
and cheat the sheriff of his thir- 
teener and a baubee I No, no, Pad- 
dy; truft to fate and the family ho-^ 
Bour of the O^Moors for all that. 
Cosne^ sir) brisg him along: point 
yo«ir sword in his stem-post." Moor, 
of iQourse, made no reply, but under 
a visible, corporeal effort and a rou- 
sed indignation, stepped into the 
line: 'OUT whole par^- moved on. 
N^w ' this Moor was seldom out of 
a quavrel on board ship, slid having 
some knowledge of the fistycufl^s- 
ar^ he reigned pretty much as cock 
of the walk on the 'iower gun-deck. 
When we had relieved the battery, 
and the Valiant had gone silently off, 
all the guns were manned. Therein 
remained on the parapet only one 
heavy piece of .ordnance» and ;our 
veiy first disph^irge. ^amount^d it. 
Elated with thatsuccess^ up jumped 
all hands upon the pla^rm, and 
gave three cheers, when a little de- 
vil of a gun took us in a line, and 
knocked dQwniive.men. Sure enough 



amongst these, Moor, being the fore« 
most upon his legs, was the first 
person killed. From whense had 
Moor this fore-knowledge ? He quot- 
ed no dream. In 1778, to come 
nearer the recollection of survivors, 
at the taking of Pondicherry, cap* 
tain John Fletcher, captain Demor- 
gan, and lieutenant Bosanquet, each 
distinctly foretold lus pwn death on 
the morning of their fates. 

L'Oriflame, a well appointed 40 
gun French ship, had been taken by 
our Isis of 50. Captain Wheeler, 
immediately prior to close, action^ 
sent for Mr. Deans, surgeon of the 
Isis, and intrusted him in certain par- 
ticular injunctions about family con- 
cerns. The doctor attempted to par- 
ry funeral ideas, but was bluntly 
told: " I know full well this day's 
work: Cunningham will soon be 
your commander. All the great cir- 
cumstances of my life have teen 
shown in dreams: my last hour is 
now come.** He was killed early in 
the fight; and lieutenant Cunning- 
ham managed so well in the de- 
volved command, that admiral Saun- 
ders made him a post captain into 
L'Orlflame in Gibraltar bay. This 
fore-knowledge of things at hand is 
a subjpct many profess themselves 
positive about: their strong argu- 
v^rtK is experience, and all who 
have not been so favoured, may rea- 
sonably enou^ doubt, stopping short 
of contradiction. Certain instances 
then afloat in the navy, I may take 
jthe liberty to produce, anticipating, 
however, an adventure of some s^uch 
kind, never in my power to com- 
prehend. 



To the Editor 6/ the 

SIR<— Permit me to relate an anec- 
dote of one of > the brute species, 
which, perhaps, would never have 
appeared befoi*e the publick, had 
not the relation of one partly similar, 
in tlie present work, revived the cir- 
cumstance in TDf memory. 

Vol. v. I 



Monthly Magazine, 

' Some years ago, having occasion 
to reside for some time at a farm- 
house in the country, I was much 
alarmed, one morning, by the unu- 
sual bellowing of a cow under the 
window of the apartment wherein I 
was sitting. Looking out I perceived 

uigiiizea oy vjOOV Ivl 



66 



SPIRIT OF THE MAOAZaNfES; 



her to be one belonging to. a herd, 
which I previously understood iTepe 
enclosed in a field neiar a mil<e dis- 
tant. Alarmed at ber appearance I 
went out ia order to Uke her back; 
but as SQpn as I left the house, she 
ran before me apparently in the 
greatest concern, frequently looking 
back to see if I was following. In 
this manner she continued across 
several fields- till she brought me 
to the brink of a deep and danger- 
ous morass; where, to my great 
surprise, I beheld one of her asso- 
ciates nearly enveloped in the swamp 
underneath. The distressed animal, 
after much difficulty, was extricated 
from its perilous situation to the no 
small satisfaction of the other, which 
seemed to caress and lick it, as if it 
had been one of her own offspring. 
Every observer of the animal cre- 
tion must be aware, what a regular 
degree of subordination exists a* 
mong herds of cattle that have been 
long accustomed to ruminate to* 
gether. The instinct of the cow? in 
this respect, is by no means the 
least predominant. When a farmer, 
makes his first selection, be, of 
course, has a great variety of the 
same species, and (if we m^iy pre- 
sume to judge from analogy) endued 
with a diversity of dispositions; 
hence, for some time it is entertain- 
ing to behold the many disputed 
points that arise among the candi- 



dates for pnecedeace, befeve ^e 
buskiess can be amicably adjusted} 
for it is vwy observable, they always 
walk in lineal procession, preceded 
by a chieftain, or leader, which is 
unanimously acknowledged by the 
wholeberd. The restfollow in ordor^ 
according to their contested deci- 
sions, each being most ^nacifius of 
her allotted station; which did not 
escape that accurate delineator of 
nature, Bloomfield, who, in hia 
« Farmer's Boy,'* makes the follow- 
ing beautiful allusions 
<«Tlie right of conquest all the law they 

know: 
gubordinate, they one by one succeed^ 
And one among tUem alw»y* tiikes the 

lead: 
Is ever foremost, Wheresoe'er they stray. 
Allowed precedence undisputed sway; 
With jc«k)us pride her station is n»ain- 

tained, 
l^or many a broil that post of honoyr 
gained." 

But ataeit responsibility seems to 
devolve on thek* leader, for the care 
and welfare of the whole, wWfcch has 
been fully exemplified in tbeprece- 
ing anecdote: the concerned cow 
beis^^' the premier of the. herd. 

To account for this wonderful 
degree of instinct, in tliis part of the 
animal species, is beyond niy pene- 
tration; I leave the subject for 
matured philosophy to investigate, 
Your's, &c. 

J. HOLCROFT. 



ON THE UTILITY OF COAL GAS LIGHT. 



THE following details, relative to 
the coal gas light, one of the great- 
est improvements of which modern 
times can boast, are taken from an 
interesting Memoir read before the 
Philosophical Society of Glasgow, 
by Mr. Richard Gillespie, by whose 
publick spirit, and at whose works, 
this great experiment of perma- 
nently lighting an extensive manu- 
factory by gas, was firs^ undertaken 
in Scotland. The apparatus^ made by 



iv 



Balton and Watt, was fitted up.at Aut 
derston the latter end of the summer 
of 1809, and Mr. Gillespie's works 
were illuminated in this manner at 
the beginning of November, Since 
that time some great improvements 
h^ve been made aijd the whole now 
constitutes a very pleasing exhibi- 
tion. Two iron retorts, of a semi- 
cylindrical form; each capable of con- 
taining about one cwt* of coal, yield . 
at every charge 750 cubick feet of 
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fas, which, afb^ Being vraifhed, ab 
as to <l^rivte it eif any disagreeable 
smelU ^& conducted into a large 
cubieal plate-iron gasometer^ of a 
capaicity equal Id 11^ cubick feet. 
The gas evolved by the regular 
pTooesc of carbomzatioti, dumg the 
day, is here stcn^d up for use. From 
this tnagasitie) which floats in a 
water cisitem, a main pipe issues^ 
t^ioh afterwards branches into in* 
numerable ram^ciatioiiS) son»e of 
them extending several hundred 
feet under ground; thenee to emerge 
diffusiqg over a multitude of apart- 
ments a kind of artificial day: so 
vivid is the illumination. The flame, 
however, though exceedingly bright, 
is very soft and steady, and frfee from 
that dazzling glare which has been 
so greatly complained of in the other- 
wise beautiful light of the Argand 
lamps. No trouble attends this mode 
of illumination; the occasional at- 
tendance of one man in the gas* 
house, to charge the retorts, and 
mend the lire, being all that is ne- 
cessary. On turning a stop-cock, 



steiy particuhu* flame may be kindled 
bnmediately, and no trimming or 
tnufling is required; neither are any 
sparks thrown off", as from a burning 
wicks 1 1-3 cubick feet of gas yield 
the same quantky of light as a 
moulded caiKlle of six in the poundi 
which is found, on the average, to 
last 3 1-2 hours. The contents of 
the gasometer are, therefcuie, equal 
to 900 such candles. To fill it re* 
quires three cwt. of coals, value at 
Sd, each cwt. U 6d, coal for heat* 
ing the retorts during the composi* 
tioi), U. Hence, for 2«. 6d, a quantity 
of light is procurable from eoal gas, 
which obtained from candles would 
cost about 10/. But from the above 
charge for coal, we must deduct 
the whole expense of what goes into 
the retort, for this acquires additional 
value by being charred; and is 
eagerly bought up by the iron- 
founders. A large quantity of tar is 
also obtained in the condensing: pit, 
as well as ammoniacal liquor, from 
both of which considerable returns 
may be reasonably expected. 



MISCELLANY. 



' INK POWDER. 

A report has been made to the 
French National Institute, on a me- 
moir by M. Tarry, relative to the 
composition of writing ink. The 
jtuthor has succeeded in making an 
INK which cannot be destroyed by 
the acids or alkalies, and which has 
enlt the slight inconvenience of al- 
lowing its colouring matter to be 
deposited rather too easily. «tThe 
discovery of M. Tarry," says the 
reporter, ^' promises a great benefit 
tb society; viz. the introduction of an 
ihk, which, not being susceptible of 
being obliterated by the chymical 
agents at present known, will put an 
end to the falsification of writings, 
KThich is but toa common/* 



PRBSKUVATtVE PLASTER PARIS. 
A committee has been busily em- 
ployed in examining a process of 
the late M. Bachelier, for the com- 
position of a PRESERVATIVE PLAS- 
TER OF PARIS. Houses built of 
Stone, are quickly covered with an 
earthy coating, of a dirty gray co- 
lour; and this first change is the , 
cause of the deterioration which 
they soon afterwards undergo.* A 
small kind of spider fixes his web 
in the hollows on the surface of the 
stone. These webs accumulate, jlnd, 
with the dust which they collect^ 
form the earthy crust just mention- 
ed, in which lichens sometimes take 
root, arid which naturally retain a 
constant humidity at the surface of 
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the stones; die frosts then produce 
considerable injury, and give occa 
sion for those raspings, which are^ 
in diemselves, a real deterioration* 
^r*A plaster, therefore, became a 
desideratum, whiUi should fill up 
the inequalities of the stone, without 
making the angles look clumsy, or 
deadening the carvings, and which 
should resist ndn and other effects 
of weather. The late M. Bachelier 
had made some interesting experi- 
ments on this subject; and the above 
committee, aided by his son, have 
succeeded in prodii<;ing a plaster 
which has resisted the tests to which 
they exposed it, and which gives 
fair grounds to expect that our 
buildings will, in future, be protect- 
ed from the causes of decay above 
enumerated. 

To the Editor of the Monthly Magazine, 

Sir-— A correspondent requests 

some of your readers will inform 

him of the best method of preparing 

the composition which is now used 

for VARNISHING COLOURED DRAW- 

iNas A'^D PRINTS, SO as to make 
them resemble paintings in oil. 

I do not pretend to assert that the 
following is the best method of pre- 
paring a composition fop that pur- 
pose; but t have used it, and found 
it answer. Take of Canada balsam 
one ounce; spirit of turpentine two 
ounces; mix them together. Before 
this composition is applied, the 
drawing or print should be sized 
with a solution of isinglass in water; 
and, when dry, apply the varnish 
with a camers-haii' brush. 

W. W. 

Subterraneous Passage discovered* 
The subterraneous passage, by 
which the Roman emperours went 
privately from the palace of the 
Cesars, on Mount Celius at Rome, to 
the Flavain amphitheatre, has lately 
been discovered, besides a number 
of architectural fragments, capitals, 
cornices, and vases, the remains of 
its Splendid decorations* Some fine 



torsos have also been fotmdy and 4t 
liead of Mercury, which appears to 
have belonged to the staitoe ia the 
garden of the pope, and now in the 
Chiaramonti museum. Several pipes 
and gutters for carrying off .water 
were also discovered, and twentf 
rooms of very smedl dimeiudons^ 
lighted only from the top.^Theae 
are presumed to have been the 
/brmcesj frequently alluded to bf 
Martial, Seneca, and Juvenal. 

JOHN B.CASSINI. 
He had such a turn for Latiii 
poetry, that some of his compositions 
were printed when he was only 
eleven years old. In 1652, he de- 
termined the apogee and eccentrici* 
ty a planet from its true and meaa 
place, a problem which Kebler ha4 
pronounced inipossible. In 1653, he 
corrected and settled a meridian line 
on the great church of Bologna, on 
which occasion a medal was struck* 
In 1666, he printed at Rome, ft 
theory of Jupiter'& satellites. Cassinl 
was the first professor of the royal 
observatory in France. He made 
numerous observations, and in 1 68^ 
he discovered the four satellites of 
Saturn; 1695, he went to Italy to 
examine the meridian line he had 
settled in 1653; and in 1700, he 
continued that through France 
which Picard had begun. 

SIR ISAAC NEWTON, 
SIR Isaac had a great abhorrence 
of infidelity, and never bailed t» 
reprove those who made free with 
Revelation in his presence, of which 
the following is an instance. I>r. 
Halle^r was sceptically inclined, and 
sometimes took the liberty of sport- 
ing with the Scriptures. On such 
an occasion sir Iss^c said to hini: 
<^ Dr. Halley, I am always glad tm 
hear you when you speak about as* 
tronomy, or other parts of mathe* 
maticks, because that is a subject 
which you have studied, and well 
understand; but you should not tattle 
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rf Chrirtiamiy* for you have not 
fttudied it; I have, and know you 
haownoUdiig of the matter**' 

INDIAN COQUETRY. 
The Chawanon Indiana, inhabit- 
ing the lake Mareotti, and who are 
considered the most waiiike and 
civilized of the American Indians, 
have a manner of courtship which 
we believe to be peculiar to them- 
selves. When such of their young 
women as have pretensions to beau- 
ty, attain their twelfth year, which 
is the usual period of their marriage^, 
they either keep themselvs quite 
secluded at home, or when they go 
out muffle themselves up in such a 
manner, that nothing is seen but their 
eyes. On these indications of beauty, 
they are eagerly sought ip marriage, 
and those suitors who have acquired 
the greatest reputation as warriours 
Or hunters, obtain the consent of the 
family. After this, the lover repairs to 
^e cabin, where the beauty is lying 
Enveloped on her icouch. He gently 
approaches and uncovers her face, 
to that his person may be seen, and 
if this be to her mind, she invites 
him to lie down by her side; if not, 
she again conceal$ her face, and the 
lover retires. A husband has the 
privilege of marrying all his wife's 
sisters as they arrive at age, so that 
aft^r, often before, his first >rife is 
thirty, he has married ami abandon- 
ed at least a dozen. 

AN EXPERT MARKSMAN. 
A late traveller, giving an account 
of the rostrated chcetodon fish, at 
Batavia, informs us that '^ it Was first 
introduced to our notice by M. 
Hommel, governour of the hospital 
in that city. It frequents the sides of 
rivers in India in search of food* 
When it sees its prey, viz. a fly, on 
the plants which border the stream, 
it approaches in a very slow and 
cautious manner, till within four, five, 
or six feet of the object, and then 
rests a moment, perfectly still, with 
its eyes directed towards the fiy. 



When the &tal aim ia tAken, the fish 
shoots a sin|;le dn^ of water from 
its mouth with such dexterity, that 
it never ^ails to strike the fly into 
the water, where it soon becomes its 
prey The fish never exposes its 
mouth above the water." 



Or. Moore, father of the late 
heroick sir J. Moore, used to relate 
the following anecdote with great 
humour. A French student of me- 
dicine lodged in the same house, in 
London, with a man in a fever. This 
man was continually teased by the 
nurse to drink, although he nausea- 
ted the insipid liquors she oflered 
him. At last, when she was more 
importunate than usual, he said to 
her: « For God's sake, bring me a 
salt herring, and I will drink as 
much as you please." The woman ^ 
indulged him: he devoured the her- 
ring, drank plentifullyi underwent a 
copious perspiration, and recovered: 
whereupon the French student in- 
serted this aphorism in his journal; 

^ A salt herring cures aa Englishman in 
a fever." 

On the student's return to France, 
he prescribed the same remedy to 
his first patient in a fever. The pa- 
tient died: on which the student 
inserted in his journal the following 
caveat: 

" N. B. Though a salt herring cured 
an Englishman, it fcM a Freachroan.'* 

Two men happening to jostle 
each other in the streets, says one, 
^ I never permit a blackguard to 
take' the wall.*'— " I do,'' said the 
other, and instantly made way. 

A shabby beau (who now and then 
borrows a, suit of his tailor, when 
he cannot afford to buy) appearing 
a few weeks ago in a suit of black, 
was asked by a person he met if he 
was in mourning for a friend ? ** Oh, 
no," says he, « I wear it because it 
is ItmtJ* . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



70 



SPIRIT OF THE MAGAZINES. 



Doring the time of general Bel« 
leisle's confinement in Windsor 
Castle, as a partf of soldiers were 
maci;bing there, to be set as guards 
over him, a gentleman had Uie cu- 
riosity to ask on what business they 
were going; when one of the ofili« 
cers, fond of punning, replied: « We 
ai'e going to Windsor, to keep a 
General Fast, 

The following lines from Shen- 
stone, are often scribbled on inn 
windows: 

Whoe'er has travelled life's dull round, 
Wliere'er his stages may have been. 

Must sigh to think he still has found. 
The warmest welcome at an inn. 



The following parody ifr written 
beneath the above lines, at an inn in 
the West: 

Whoe'er has travelled much about* 
Must very often sigh to think. 

That every inn will turn you out. 
Unless he's plenty of Uie chink. 

King Charles IL of England, 
spending a cheerful evening with a 
few friends, one of the contpany, 
seeing his majesty In good htttaouri 
thought it a good time to ask him a 
favour, and was so absurd as to do 
so. After he had mentioned his suit^ 
the king instantly and very acutely 
replied: « Sir, you must ask your 
king for that." 



POETRY. 



UNES ON THE DEATH OF HUGH 
MEYLER. 

Written on Good Friday, 1809. 

[By Joseph Blockett."] 
** Muse of sorrow, lieavenly guest. 
Come, possess my aching* breast ! 
Quick my trembling hand inspire 
To touch with skill the hallowed lyre; 
The hallowed lyre, whose strains impart 
Comfort to the bleeding heart. 

Alas ! see where, in manhood's bloom, 
A victim to the dreary tomb, 
The parent's hope fiftifoundly sleeps; 
And see; oh see ! Mthat parent weeps; 
Weeps o'er the plant he reared with pride; 
Which scarcely blossomed e'er it died. 

«* Come then, soother sweet of grief. 
Muse of sorrow, bring relief. 
From thy solitary cell 
Kindred notes of passion swell; 
Notes, like Gilead's balmy power, 
To assuage the anguished hour. 

" But what sounds are those I hear, 
Hovering on tny listening ear ? 
Sure some heavenly minstrel brings 
Solace from celestial strings: 
,Yes, 1 see, in yonder cloud 
An angel strikes his harp aloud. 
And with strains of soothing peace 
Bids tiie muse of sorrow cease. 



** Now, metfainks I hear it say. 
Haste, my brother \ haste away 
From a world of various wo. 
From the shades of death below« 
Hasten, ^o&ring spirit, blest, 
Hasten to thy brodier's breast. 

** Hark ! the kindred shade replies. 
As through yielding air it flies, 
• Yes, my brother, jres, I come 
Exulting o?er the rayless tomb: 
Summoned to an equal seat. 
Cherub may a cherub greet. 

" ' Yet, what means this hollow moan ? 
Ah ! it is my parent's groan 
Hovering round me in my flight 
To the azure fields of light. 

" * Cease then, cease, fond parents dear 1 
Check, ah ! check tlie tender tear. 
Soon our transports ye will share. 
And, in i*ealms of purer air. 
Meet the rich award of heaven. 
Which to aufiering worth is given." ' 
■<i i i> I. 
Domestick Farewell to Summer, 
Sweet Summer hours, farewell! 

And every sylvan shade; 
The upland wood, the sheltered dell, 

And deep romantick glade; 
Already Autumn, pacing nigh. 
Displays his golden pageantry, 

ui'giiizea oy -v^JV^Oy l\^ 
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No mofc the l^nglihAnAd 4»f 

To heedless ramble woos; 
Nop twilig-bU (growing softly gPfty) 

Eve's crimson beams suffuse. 
Night draws her hasty curtain round, 
And shades the half-forbidding ground. 

With fond regretting eye, 

The fading charms I view: 
Earth's variegated Uvery, 

And heaven's refulgent bluej 
But not for these, however dear, 
I drop the softly poignant tear. 

The geiMi o£ ihn Springs 

That people every brake, 
Haunting low glon, and grassy ring. 

My fancy cannot wake; 
The spirit of the past pervades 
Your wild, your conseci^atcd shades. 

*Tis this on every bark. 

Some phantom bliss inscribes; 

This animates tl;e covert dark. 
With pleasure's airy tribes; 

Loves wild, domestick, playful, sweet. 

That know nor chill, nor feverish heat. 

With you, aweet scenes are fied. 

Affection's happiest hours: 
The garland that adorns her head, 

Is wreathed of feeble flowers; 
And Winter's blast, or Summer's ray. 
May sweep, or scorch their bloom away. 

Dear moments, ere ye fly. 

Nor trace nor vestige leave, 
Once more in vision meet my eye. 

Let me one glimpse retrieve; 
'Ere woods are green another year, 
How altered may your forms appear! 

Then that same checkered shade. 

That mossy green recess; 
That primrose bank, tliatibrest^lade. 

In nature's newest dress: 
May flaunt and bloom—but still in vain; 
Their joy, alas! is memory's pain. 

Beneath the hillock green. 

One loved companion laid; 
Would change with magick touch the 
scene. 

To dark and horrid shade ! 
Joyless, forlorn, repulsive, drear. 
Would every lonely walk appear. 

The gently vghing gale. 

No musick could convey; 
Hushed, every son^ter of the vale. 

Still, every dancmg spray: 
To sorrow's ear, to sorrow's eye. 
Formless and mute does beauty lie ! 



The sfnritof the past. 

O'er each deserted i 
Hovering, amid the dreary blast. 

Would seek the hillock green ; 
And melancholy meanings fling. 
Upon the shuddering ear of Spring. 

Then joy's ecstatick train. 

The merry elfln throng: 
And childhood dancing o'er the plain. 

Or forest shades along; 
Would grief, the sorceress, dispel 
From wood, and brake, and haunted dell. 

Or armed with ruthless spear. 

And penetrating lance. 
The rallying squadrons would appear, 

Embattled to advance; 
With subtle dart of flnest pain. 
Would every pang recall again. 

As each receding year 

On life's horizon fades: 
Thus faint and tremulous witli fear, 

I scan the coming shades. 
O ! untried moments ! on your wing. 
What latent terrours do ye bring 1 

Where points your foremost dart ? 

Who fated to destroy ? 
Tell me, what gayly ^robbing heart. 

Now warm with life and joy, 
'Ere summer gild another sky, ; 
Beneath the valley's clod shall lie ? 

Yet why explore the maze. 
For mortals ne'er designed ? 

Heaven spreads a cloud upon its ways. 
In pity to mankind: 

And ignorance and hope bestows. 

To cheat the future of its woes. 

Cease, inconsiderate eye, 

Thine impotent employ; 
And, as successive moments fly, 

Their passing smiles enjoy; 
To day, with all its bliss is mine. 
To morrow, pitying heaven, be thine. 



CAROLINE. 

From Mr, DaUaaU JV*ovel of Percival 
Three matchless properties combine 
To make the female form divine; 
Idaliati properties, above. 
Distinguished in the queen of liove. 
But though of high celestial fame. 
Among the Gods they have no name, 
Unvocal speak to sense divine. 
As here to us in Caroline. 

Observe the raptured eye, that tells 
What charm in due proportion dwells. 
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Proportion, which the art can g^ve 
To maJLe the very marble live; 
Traces the neck, the shoulder, waist. 
The foot, the ancle, fustiy placed: 
Men'ball it Symmetry divine. 
But Crods shall name it Caroline. 

How spirit animates each feature 
Of a lively, blooming creature 1 
O'er all the face its spells ai*ise. 
But chiefly eloquent the eyes; 
Thence fly the secrets of the heart 
Thence lovers wordless vows impart: 
While thus bxpression we define. 
The Gods shall call it Carolina. 

Gome forth, fiuphrosyne ! I see 



The charm that crowBB the matehles^ 

three: ^ 

'Tis on that nether lip, and now 
It darts across that farther brow; 
Now to thy bosom sweeps the loves. 
And now beneath thy steps it. moves: 
'Tis Gracb, as worded by the Nine; 
Call it, ye Gods, your Carolinb. 

But should the immortals now descend^ 
And for strict grammar rules contend. 
Calling Dan Priscian to affirm 
That each idea claims a term; 
Do thou, Moeonides, arise ! 
Improve the language of the sides; 
Then, when the Gods the three combine^ 
They'll call the union Carol ins. 
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03* COMMUNICATIONS for this head, from authors tad booksellers, post 
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Articles of literary intelligence, inserted by the booksellers in the UNaTBs SxATSft' 
Gazbttb, Will be copied into this Magazine without further order. 



E£CEKT AMERICAN PUBUCATI0N8. 
By the Booksellers, Philadelphiaj 
Published—Nine Letters to Dr. Sey- 
bert. Representative in Con^ss for the 
City of Philadelphia, on Subjects relative 
to the Renewal of the Charter of t|ie Bank 
of the United States. By M. Carey, Price 
37 1-2 cents. 

By Conrad^ mid Co, Philadelphia^ 

Published — Paragraphs on Banks. By 
Erick BoUman. Price 37 1-2 cents. 

By jB. Sargeantf J^ero-Torkg 

Republished-^Universal Biography; 
containing a Copious Account, Critical 
and Historical, of the Life and Character, 
Labours and Actions of Eminent Persons 
of all ap^s and countHes, conditions and 
professions; arrangtd in alphabetical or- 
der. By J. Lempriere, D» D. author of 
The Classical Dictionary, 

By JElUoit and Oossy, JVcw York, 

Published— The Novelist, No. 5. Con- 
taining the Lady of the Lake. By Walter 
Scott, Esq. price 75 cents. 



By Robert JPDurmutt Mho Tbrk, 

Republished^The Fatal Cabinet, or the 
Profligate Mother. 2 vols, in one. Price 
1 dollar, in boards. 

Published at BoHon^ 
The Clergyman's Daughter. A Trftg«dy 
in five acU. By William Crarlev 
White, as peiibrmed at the Boston 
Theatre. With the original Epilogue, by 
R. T. Paine, junr. Ewiuire. 

PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

Ed-ward EarUt and Co* 
Will very shortly publish— Anatomical 
Examinations, a Complete Series of Ana* 
tomieal Questions, with Answers. The 
answers arranged so as to form an ele- 
mentary system of anatomy; and intended 
as preparatory to examinations at the Sur«> 
geons' Hall. To which are annexed^ 
Tables of the Bones, Muscles^ and Ar» 
teries. 

John Tiehout, Mh» York, 
Proposes republishing— The Pilgrim's 
Progi*ess, &c. By John Bunyan, in an 
octavo form; with a large type, on fine 
papep— with six plegant copper plates* 
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The Itemains of Heflry Kirke White^ of Kotlinghaii), and tate of St. John's College. 
CamCrndge; *vniii an Account of his Life. By Robert Southey. 4th Edition, corrected. 
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; IN the Temple of Famey as in 
Ac Elysfium of Virgil, a peculiar 
region ought to W consecrated to 
the victims of a premature destiny. 
J^erhapSr in^eedrOiir cmxmdseration 
Jbr the infantum mdm^f who are 
dnatched from the, world in Undme 
primoy and are deprived of an exist* 
cnce of whi&h th^y can scarcely 
le 4M4d to have been ever cdnscioasy 

** AUOS DVi^I9 VlTvC iBKORTSS, & all 

ubere yaptos 
Abstulit atra dt^ h totre nersit 
acerfooy*' 

kowever congenial to the feelings of 
ma naturerisitt itself unreasonable; 
winle' it is impos^ble to conceive 
any thing more melancholy than the 
early dissolution of him who has 
fived just bmg enoagh to feel within 
lum the highest intellectual endow- 
ments, and a full conviction that a 
|Ht^nged Kfe could alone be want- 
^g to his attainment of a permanent 
and honourable reputation. The ki« 
Seresung subject of the volumes 
kefore os has bequeathed' to us the 
most unquestionable proo&, not only 
of rare powers of mind, but of a 
dispoution so gentle^ ami^ble> bene* 
Vol* y^. % 



volent, and pious, that our regret for 
the loss of these talents and quails 
ties is enhanced by the persuasion 
that they would have been zealously 
employed in promoting the happi«» 
ness, the virtue, and all the best m- 
terests of his fellow-creatures. 

He was born in 1785, at Notting- 
ham. His father, by trade a butcher| 
designed to bring him up to his owtx 
business, but was dissuaded from 
this intention by his mother, who 
quickly discovered, and carefully 
cultivated, the talents of her remark* 
abi^ offspring. From his earliest 
years, he was a most persevering 
and ambitious student; and, though 
not BO perfisctly regular in his school 
exercises as *to gain the favour ot 
all his instructors, his desultory lei- 
sure was devoted to the acquisition 
of richer and more diversified stores 
of learning and science, than many 
reach by constant attention during 
a life devoted to study* At the age 
of seventeen, he wa5 placed, as a 
clerk, in the office of Messrs. Cold- 
l^m and Enfiehly attornies at Not- 
^ngham, at^d town-clerks to the cor- 
poration; the latter, we believe, the 
son of the late ingenious and amiar 
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ble Dr. Enfield. The indulgence of 
these humane and judicious masters 
still allowed him many opportunities 
for pursuing his former studies^ for 
increasing his stock of general in- 
formation, and for improving his 
mind by elegant literature. He had 
access also to a good library: but he 
was unremittingly assiduous in his at- 
tention to the duties assigned to him, 
and (according to a letter from Mr. 
Enfield) particularly ready in acquir- 
ing, the knowledge of them, as well 
•as very useful in carrying them into 
execution. During several years he 
had been, and still continued to be, 
* favoured correspondent of some 
periodical publications, which bold 
out a laudable encouragement to the 
exertion of youthful minds, by offer- 
ing books, medals, and other prizes, 
to the writers of the best essays, 
on particular theses. The success of 
these smaller productions tempted 
him, in conformity to the advice of 
his friends, to prepare a volume of 
poems for the press, before he had 
completed his eighteenth year; in 
hopes " that this publication might, 
either by its sale, or the notice which 
it migfit excite, enable him to pro- 
secute his studies at college, and 
fit himself for the church:" for 
though he was still attached to the 
legal profession, and had even indul- 
ged the hope of one day rising to 
the degree of a barrister, an unfor- 
tunate and growing deafness de- 
stroyed all these views of advance- 
ment; " and his opinions, which at 
one time inclined to deism, had now 
taken a strong devotion^il bias." 

This advice to* publish, though 
undoubtedly conceived in the spirit 
of kindness, does not appear to us 
to display judgment equal to its 
good intention. Few are the cir- 
cumstances under which we can 
deem it beneficial for a boy of se- 
venteen to exhibit himself as a poet 
to the publick eye. At that age of 
sensibility, the powers of imagina- 
tion should rather be repressed than 
encouraged, in one who is destined 
for A grave and laborious prof«&6ion« 



The regular prosecution of severe 
studies should by all means be pro- 
moted; and though an ingenious 
youth can perhaps never be persua- 
ded entirely to refrain fix)m verse 
making, it is surely going far enough 
to connive at this as the occasional 
diversion of his leisure, without re- 
commending it as a proper occupa- 
tion for his serious hours. The lite, 
rary character ought in no degree . 
to be staked on the crude composi- 
tions of an unformed mind, howeveV 
promising. On the one hand, th& 
vanity of ^ successful authorship may 
naturally beget a dislike for legi* 
timate labour, and a too easy ac- 
quiescence in the degree of profi- 
ciency and celebrity which has beeh 
already attsuned: while, on the other, 
the mortification of publishing a 
work that failed to obtain praise 
might produce a still more fatal 
^ffect, by plunging the half-expand- 
ed faculties in listless and irrational 
despair. 

Where powerful and uncontroUa^ 
ble genius directs the youthful mind 
to poetry, it will naturally seize on 
all those animating objects which 
stir the spirits and fascinate the ar* 
dent imagination, at that happy pe- 
riod: but, when the muse is courted 
rather from a general love of poetiV 
9md belles lettres^ than from the in- 
spiration of high poetical talent, a 
certain round of ideas is extremely 
apt to fill up. the whole compass of 
the imvaried song. Churchyand 
scenes and cypress groves at tli© 
dreadful noon of night, silence, 
darkness, solitude, contemplation, 
and egotismj with overpowering 
melancholy, and fast approaching 
death-..-such is the funereal train that 
walks in sad procession round the 
sleepless pillow of the sentimental 
bard. Without insisting on the per- 
fect exhaustion which this kind of 
poetry has undergone, particularly 
in our own language, let us consider, 
for a moment, what probable benefit 
can be expected from its supplying^ 
familiar employment to a bov first 
Starting into active life. It ^ucn fed* 
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ings are not habitual to hi^ mind, 
but are merely assumed to give effect 
to hill somiets, can there be a more 
impleasing verbiage P^^U they are 
genuine, can we conceive a more 
deplorable calamity ? On the latter 
consideration^ much of melancholy 
illustration might be thrown from 
the m.emoir now before us: but we 
ilectine to do more than suggest a 
hint to those, who, from the most 
benevolent motives, extend their 
patronage to youthful, self-instruct- 
ed, and necessitous men of talents. 

As soon as the little volume of 
poems was ready for publication, 
the writer's frieitds, anxious to pro- 
cure for it the protection of some 
exalted female character, succes- 
sively thought of the late dutchess 
•of Devonshire, the countess of Der- 
by, and the margravine of Anspach. 
It was ultimately dedicated, by her 
•grace's permission, tQ the lady first 
mentioned; to whom the book, when 
ptiblished, was sefit, but from whom 
iio answer was ever returned. Let- 
ters were also despatched to periodi- 
'cal criticks, stating the age, the dis- 
'advantages, the prospects, and the 
hopes of the author, and requesting 
<an indulgent notice. Our opinion of 
the poems was given in our number 
for February, 1804; to which, or to 
this biographical memoir, where it 
Is reprinted at p. 17, we refer our 
'readers. We commended the talents 
'and application of the young lite- 
rary advocate, his exertions, and his 
laudable endeavours to excel; and, 
thinking that the case privately laid 
•before us .would plead strongly in 
the author's favour with a liberal 
publick, we suggested the propriety 
of a subscription with a similar 
'Statement, and expressed our wish 
that he might obtain some respecta- 
ble patron: while we did not disguise 
Tour doubts, from the specimen then 
before us, whether the poems were 
calculated to win their way by their 
bwn intfinsick merit. To us, although 
Ve certainly cannot now boast so 
Ynuch impartiality en' this subject as 



we might truly claim at the time of 
writing the review, it really appears 
that the expectations of this young 
man must have been somewhat un« 
reasonably excited by the injudicioir* 
encomiums of his friends, since he 
was severely mortified and disap- 
pointed by our remarks. He ad- 
dressed to us at the time an affect- 
ing remonstrance; to which, in our 
following number, we replied with 
evident anxiety to heal his wounded 
feelings, but without deviating from 
our opinion. With sincere regret, 
and, we must add, with astonish- 
ment, we find that our effort to calm 
his mind was unsuccessful; and that 
a critique, which we continue to re- 
gard as extremely mild, but by 
which he thought that his talents 
were much undervalued, still gave 
him pain, and was actually consider- 
ed by him as « an instrument in the 
hands of Satan to drive him to dia- 
tractionl" This feeling, no doubt, we 
share in common with all his read- 
ers, though it is heightened in our 
minds by the circumstance of having 
been the instruments, yet the inno- 
cent and well-intentioned instru- 
ments, of inflicting pain on a mind 
thus profoundly and thus lamentably 
sensible: but we desire Mr. Southey, 
who has condescended to direct 
against us some coarse and com- 
mon-place language, to be most po- 
sitively assured, that we maintain 
pur former judgment, and that our 
regret is wholly unmixed with a sin- 
gle feeling of self-accusation, or any 
consciousness of injustice. 

This unfortunate youth persuaded 
himself that his strong displeasure 
against us was not awakened by our 
literary strictures, but that our re- 
commendation to him to make his 
case publick « affected his respec- 
tability," and that it represented 
him as a « beggar,'* Yet the avowed 
object of his work wa§, by obtaining 
notoriety and credit for its author, 
to ensure such a circulation and such 
a sale as should enable him to raise 
a suiEcient sum of money for a p«^'- 
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tkular purpose ! Moreover, in order 
to obtain such credit and notoriety, 
applications for patronage and pro- 
tection were made to ladies of rank, 
who were perfect strangers to the 
author: and reviewers, who were 
equally unknown to him, were re- 
quested to speak with indulgence of 
a work which it was their duty im- 
partially to examine. All these ap- 
plications, too, are sanctioned and 
fortified by a statement of^ hia case. 
It is preposterous, then, to contend, 
that our advice to make that case at 
JOnce publick would have trenched 
on Mr. White's respectability, or 
ought to have affected his feelings. 
As soon would a fair and accurate 
reasoner adopt Mr. Southey's doc- 
trine [p 18] that however bad these 
poems might have been, " a good 
man would not have said so." 

The present volumes have inspi- 
red us with unfeigned) though not 
excessive nor indiscriminate admi- 
ration for the talents, and with 
esteem for the amiable virtues of 
Mr. White; and we could not silent- 
ly submit to the imputation of ha- 
ving, in his instance, indulged in 
that propensity to wanton, illiberal, 
and insulting censure, which may, 
perhaps, have been sometimes justly 
ascribed to criticks by profession, 
but to which we trust that we could 
produce satisfactory evidence of our 
own determined hostility, not only 
from the uniform tenour of the. 
Monthly Review for above sixty 
yeai*s, but from almost every single 
number of it. To the principles by 
which it is our pride to regulate our 
conduct in this pai^ticular, we are 
confident that neither our observa- 
tions on the author's poems, nor our 
answer to his complaint, will appear 
to any unprejudiced mind to form 
an exception. On the contrary, we 
must repeat, on closing this subject, 
our astonishment at the complexion 
. of the article in question having 
oeen so darkly represented to Mr. 
^ White's " mind's eye," and at our 
temarks having been termed by 



him <^ extreme aenmony.** Rcdlj^^ 
at this distance of time, and vmi 
much increased sympathy and re- 
spect for the deceased author»oii 
reconsidering what we then wrote^ 
and the tenbur attributed to it bj 
Mr. White, ai^d his biographer, VP 
must declare that we understand not 
our native language if the terrn^ 
which we used are, in any degree, 
susceptible of the character which 
is applied to them. The verse which 
we quoted was an tncontroveruble 
evidence of the justice of our criti- 
cism; and we suspect that Mr, 
Wliite himself was hence led.t^ 
perceive the defects of hia composi- 
tion, and to attempt the correctioft 
of them afterwards, since he s^s mi 
a letter to Mr. Southey: « I have 
materials for. another volume, hut 
they do not notu at all satiny me**, 

As to Mr. Southey, we have onlf 
fartherto inform him, that hia fancied 
discernment has wholly misled hinv 
in the supposition that the article, on 
Clifton Grove^ and the reply to the 
author's letter, were written hy dif- 
ferent persons; and to whisper inh« 
car that his own boast of indifference 
to criticism, because he has been 
reviewed " above seventy times," is 
Bot very felicitous. If he has, ^ soit^n- 
ty times," received commendatioiv 
his indifference is ingratitude; and 
if he has, « seventy times," suffered 
inefficacious castigation, he can onlf 
be likened to the idle school hoy^ 
who, having been almost daily pu- 
nished for his negligence, at length 
becomes insensible to either pain^ or 
shame, and systematically prefers 41 
flogging to amendment. 

Soon after the hopes of our yoiin|: 
poet had been thus inflanied, they 
encountered serious disappointment, 
in the failure of an attempt to place 
him at the university; and fron^i |hi(i 
cause, as well as from his own pre- 
judicid habits of study, his health 
became very seriously affected, ^a^ 
he was visited by the apprehensio$i 
of a consumptive disorder. A letter 
of introductiim) Itoweteri t% the 
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^•ir. Mr. StmeoiH of King's Cc^ge, 

Camlmdgei' induced him to Tisit that 

^ntieman, who received him with 

« Kindness, formed a just opinion of 

. his atlainmentsi procured him a si- 

sarship at St John's College^ and 

' ^romisedy with the aid of a friend^ 

to suppif him with an annuity of 

- ^/. To this provision, his brother 

, NevSle generously agreed to add 

: 30A and his mother was expected to 

be able to allow fifteen or twenty 

• aooroyforhis maintenance at college. 
In the meantime, he became a can- 
didate for the bounty of the Elland 

w Society, which, after a long and strict 
jexamination, pronounced him to be 

• qualified to receive that bounty, and 
f sdeoitted hbn on their list of young 
' men to be educated for the ministry. 
^ On obtaining this success, he disin- 
terestedly communicated it to Mr. 
Simeon, and declined the intended 

• beneficence of his unknown friends, 
, as no longer necessary: but that 
' gentleman, with feelings that did 

hi^«quai honour, obliged him to 
give up the assistance of the so- 

• ciety. 

He spent a year of preparation for 
his academical studies, in the same 
Course of tmwearied industry, under 
4he tuitiot) of the rev^ Mr. Gndn- 

• ger, of Winteringham, in Lincoln- 

• shire; and in October, 1805^ he com- 
' menced his residence at college. 
' We shall pursue his affecting and 
. instructive history in the words of 

his biographer: 

" During his first term, one of the uni- 
versity scboUrships be<;ame vacant, and 

' Henry»- young as he was in colleg^e, and 
almost self-taught, was advised, by those 
Whp W^e b«st able to estimate hia chance 

! of success, to offer himself as ar competitor 
ibp it. He passed the whole term in pre- 

' pai'ing himself for this, reading for college 
subjects in bed, in his walks, or, as he says, 

• where, when, and how he could, never 
having a moment to spare, and often going 
.to bis tutor without having read at all. 

; His strength sunk under this, i^)d though 

. 1^ bad declared himself a candidate, he 

'. was compelled to decline; but this was not 

the only misfortune. The general college 

examination oam« on; he was- utterly un- , 

prepared to nieet it, and believed that a 



fiiikre here weuld^ have n^ned his fvos- 
pects for ever. He had only about a fort» 
night to read what other men had been the 
whole term reading. Once more he exerted 
himself beyond what his shattered health 
cquld beair$ the disorder returned, snd 
he went to his tutor; Mr. Catton, vath 
tears in his eyes, and told biro that hf 
could not go into tlie hall to be examined. 
Mr. Catton, however, thought his success 
here of so much importance, that he ex- 
horted him, with all possible earneatn^s, 
to hold out the six days of the examiaa« 
tion. Strong medicines were given him to 
enable him to support it, and be was piro* 
nounced the first man of his year. But Kfe 
was the pric? which he wa# to pay for such 
honours as this, and Henry is not the first 
young man to whom such honours have 
proved fatal. He said to his most intimate 
friend, almost the last time he saw hkn, 
that were he to paint a picture of Fatne, 
crowning a, distinguished under-graduate, 
after the senate house examinjition, he 
would represent her as concealing^ a 
death's head under a mask of beauty.^ 

" When this was over he went to Lon- 
don. London waisT a new scene of excite- 
ment, and what his mind required ^as 
tranquillity and rest. Before he left col- 
lege, he had become anxious concerning 
his expenses, fearing that they exceeded 
his means. Mr. Catton perceived this, and 
twice called him to his rooms, to assure 
him of every necessary suppoi*t, and every 
encouragement, and to give him every 
hope. This kindness relieved his spirits 
of a heavy weight, and on his return, he 
relaxed a little from his studies, but it 
was only a little. I found among his pa- 
pers the day thus planned out :— * Rise at 
half past five. Devotions, and walk till 
seven. Chapel and breakfast till eight. 
Study and lectures till one. Four and a 
half clear reading. Walk, &c. and dinner, 
and Woollaston, and cliapel to six. Six to 
nine, reading—three hours. Nine to ten, 
devotions. Bed at ten." 

*• Among his latest writings are these 
resolutions :— « I will never be in bed dfter 
six.' 

1 will not drink tea out above once a 
week, excepting on Sundays, u;nless 
there appear some good reasons for so 
doing. ' 

I will never pass a day without reading 
some portion of the Scriptures. 

I will labour diligently in my mathemati- 
cal studies, because I half suspect my- 
self of a dislike to them. 

I will walk two hours a day, upon the 

Sit mhi gratia aMta adhdcfacUnOaP I 

uigiiizea Dy -v^i v^v^pt 1^- ^— J 
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Every additional sentence will 
convey to our readers a more correct 
idea of the powers of Mi*. White's 
ifiind; his honourable principles; his 
amiable disposition; and his affec- 
tionate heart, than any statenaent of 
ours can present: 

" The exercise which Henry took was 
AO relaxation. He still continued the habit 
^f studying' while he walked; - and in this 
manner, while he was at Cambridg-e, com- 
mitted to memory a whole tragedy of Eu- 
ripides. Twice he distinguished himself 
in the following- year, being again pro- 
nounced first at the great college exami- 
ifatio% and also one of the three best 
heme writers, between whom the exa- 
miners could not decide. The college 
offered him, at their expense, a private 
tiitor in mathematicks during the long va- 
cation; and Mr. Catton, by procuring for 
Ifim exhibitions to the amount of 66^. per. 
ann. enabled him to give up the pecuniary 
ai^sistance which he had received from 
Mr. Simeon and other friends. This inten- 
tion he Jiad expressed fk a letter, written 
twelve months before his death. • With 
fegard to my college expenses,' he says, 
•I have the pleasure to inform you, that I 
shall be obliged, in strict rectitude, to 
Wave the offers of many of my friends. I 
shall not even need the sum of Mr. Simeon 
mentioned after the -first year; and it is 
not impossible that I may be able to live 
without any assistance at all. I confess I 
feel pleasure at the thought of this, not 
through any vain pride of independence, 
but because I shall then giv£ a more unbi- 
assed testimony to the truth, than if I were 
supposed to be boimd to it by any ties of ob- 
ligation or gratitude. I shall always feel as 
much indebted for intended, as for actually 
afforded assistance} and though I should 
never tliink a sense of thankfulness an op- 
pressive burthen, yet J, shall be happy to 
evince it, when m the eyes of the -world the 
obligation to it has been discharged* Ne- 
ver, perhaps, had any young man, in so 
short a time, excited such expectations. 
Every university honour was thought to be 
within. his reach; he was set down as a me- 
dallist, and expected to take a senior 
wrangler's degree; but these expectations 
were poison to him; they goaded him to 
fresh exertions when his strength was 
spent. His situation became truly misera- 
we. To his brother, and to his mother, he 
wrote always that he had relaxed in his 
studies, and that he was better, always 
holding out to them his hopes, and his 
^od fortune: but to the most intimate of 



his friends,' Mr. Maddock, fiis letters toM 
jS different tale. To him be complained oC 
dreadful palpitations; of nights of sleep- 
lessness and horrour; and of spirits de- 
pressed to the very depth of wretchedr 
ness, so that he went from one acquaint* 
ance to another, imploring socie'ty, even 
as a starving beggar entreats for food. Du- 
ring the course of this summer, it was 
expected that the mastership erf the free- 
school at Nottingham would shortly be- 
come vacant. A relation of his family was 
at that time mayor of the town. He sug'- 
gested to them what an advantageous situ- 
ation it would be for Henry, and offered to 
secure for him the necessary interest But 
though the salary and emoluments are 
estimated at from 4 to 600^. per annum* 
Henry declined tlie offer; because, had 
he accepted it, it would have frustrated 
his intentions with respect to the minis* 
try. This was certainly no common act of 
forbearance in one so situated as. to for- 
tune; especially as the hope which he had 
moat at heart, was that of being enabled to 
assist his family, and in some degree re^ 
quite the care and anxiety of his father 
and mother, by making them comfortable 
in their declining years. . : » 

"The indulgence shown him by hit 
colleague, in providing him a tutor during 
the long vacation, was peculiarly unfor* 
tunate. His only chance of life was fi*om 
relaxation, and home was the only place 
where he would have relaxed to any pur* 
pose. Before this time he had seemed to 
be gaining strength; it failed as the year 
advanced: he H^ent once more to London 
to recruit himself; the worst place to 
" which he could have gone; the variety of 
stimulating objects there hurried and agi- 
tated him, and when he returned to col- 
lege, he was so completely ill, tha% no 
power of nvedicine could save him. His 
mind was worn out, and it was the opinion 
of his medical attendants, that if he had 
recovered, his intellect would have been 
affected. His brother Neville was just at 
this time to have visited him. On bis first 
seizure, Henry found himself too ill to 
receive him, and wrote to* say so; he add- 
ed, with that anxious tenderness towards 
the feelings of a most affectionate family 
which always appeared in his letters, that 
be thought himself recovering; but htS 
disorder increased so rapidly,t that this 
letter was never sent; it was found in his 
pocket after his decease. One of his fi'tends 
wrote to acquaint Neville with his dans^er. 
He hastened down; but Henry Was deli- 
rious when he arrived. He knew him only 
for a few moments; the next day sunfe 
Into a state of stupor; and on Sunda^ 
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October 19th, 1806, it pleased God to re* 
fhove him to a better world, and a higher 
istate of existence.** 

No apology is necessary for these 
long transcripts, which few persons 
will read without painful emotions, 
or without a sincere wish to do ho- 
Qour to so uncommon a character^ 
What follows will complete his pic« 
ture^ as a self-taught scholar: 

" The papers which he left (exclusive^ 
of his correspondence) filled a box of con- 
siderable size. Mr. Coleridge was present 
when I opened them, and was, as well as 
myself,' equally affected and astonished 
at the proofs of industry which they dis^ 
played. Some of them had been written 
before his hand was formed, probably be- 
fore he Was thirteen. There were papers 
upon law, upon electricity, upon chy mis- 
try, upon tlie Latin and Greek languages, 
fixim their rudiments \o the higher 
branches of critical study, upon history, 
chronology, divinity, the fathers, &c. 
Nothing seemed to have escaped him. 
His poems were numerous. Among the 
eai'liest, wus a sonnet addressed to my- 
self, long before the little intercourse 
which had subsisted between us had taken 
place. Little did he think, when it was 
written, on what occasion it would fall 
into my bands. He had begun three tra- 
gedies when very young; one was upon 
Boadicea; .another upon Inez de Castro: 
the third was a fictitious subject. He had 
planned also a history of Notungham. 
There was a letter upon the famous Not- 
tingham election, which seemed to have 
been intended either for the newspapers, 
or for a separate pamphlet It was written 
to confute the absurd stories of the. Tree 
of Liberty, and the Goddess of Reasons 
with the most minute knowledge of the 
circumstances, and a not improper feeling 
•f indignation against so infamous a ca- 
lumny; and this came with more weight 
from him, as his party inclinations seem 
to have leaned towards the side which ho- 
was opposing. This was his only finished 
composition in prose. Much of his time, 
latterly, had been devoted to the stud/ of 
Greek prosody. He had begun several po>' 
•ms in Greek, and a translation of the 
Samson Agonistes. I have inspected all 
the existing manuscripts of Chatterton, 
and they excited less wonder than these." 

. The comparison of White with 
Chattertoii) however, which closes 
this passage^ strikes us as aremark^ 



able instance 6£ editorial partiality. 
The industry of the former might 
possibly be more astonishing than 
the same quality in the latter: but 
in ardent conception, in original 
imagery, in' happy expression, an^ 
in that which is more important thaR 
all the rest, the power of long sus- 
taining the most arduous flights of 
poetry, the superiority of the unfor* 
tunate bard of Bristow, is marked 
and conspicuous. The praise be- 
stowed by Mr. Southey, on the subr 
ject of his memoir, for " uniform 
good senae^ a faculty" as he observest 
^ perhaps less common than genius,**, 
and which is ssdd to have beea 
« most remarkable- in him,'* appears 
to us much more appropriate.* This 
is the ruling principle in all his epis-, 
tolary observations; and many of 
his later poems, in particular, dis- 
play a degree of taste, purity, and 
correct^iess, which is highly credi* 
table to his understanding. Some o^ 
his compositions, too, exhibit aai 
equable and agreeable fluency, with* 
a peculiar sweetness of manner, and 
occasional elegance of style: but we 
do not find the proofs of his being' 
fired with high poetick genius; nor 
can we easily believe tiiat his un? 
timely death has deprived the litera« 
ture of England of a phenomenon 
so wonderful as a second Chatter* 
ton succeeding the first in the short 
compass of thirty years. In White, 
indeed, we may have lost a good, 
scholar, possibly a distinguished ma* 
thematician, certainly ^we think^ a 
persuasive and observing moralist^ 
and, in every sense of the word, an 
excellent divine: but as neither the 
humanity and acuteness of Clarke^ 
nor the energy and sagacity of John- 
son, nor even the vast comprehend 
sion of Bacon himself, can justly be 
placed on a level, or nearly on a 
level, with the divine mind of Shak- 
speare, so the poetick powers of 
Kirk White cannot compete with 
those of Chatterton. 

If Mr. Southey had pointed out 
such among the poems of White as 
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prove him, in the judgment of Mr. 
S. to be gifted with the very rare 
endowments which he discernft in 
hiniv we should have teleeted those 
fiu* the. purpose of enabling our read* 
^s to form their own opinion: but 
ve are left to our unassisted choice, 
and shall begin with some verses 
mitten at a very early age: 

^'Qn hemg etmfined to School one 
fileasant Morning in Sfiring. 

Written at the age of thirteen. 
•* The morning sun's en chant ing rays 
Kow caU forth every sonjP||h**s praise; 
iiow the lar'k with upward Bight, 
Oayly uiAers in the light; 
Whife wildly warbliVig from eftch tree. 
The birds sing tongs to liberty. 

•* But for me no songster sings, 
Tor me nojoyous lark up-springs; 
For I, confined in gloomy school, 
Mtfst <»Wff the pedant's iron rale. 
And far ftom sylvsn shades and bowerS, 
fa dursHoe vile mast pass the hours; 
There con the scholiast's dreary linef, 
Where no bright ray of genius shmes. 
And close to ruggid learning cling, 
WMle laughs around the jocund spring. 

f* How gladly would hiy soul forego 
All that arithmaticiani know. 
Or stiiF grammarians quaiiitly teach. 
Or all that industry can reach, 
To taste each morn of all theyo^* 
That with the laughing sun arisen 
Apd mieonsUai&ed to rove along 
The bushy brakes and glens ainong; 
And woo the House's g^entle power» 
In unfrecjuenVed rural bower } 
^ut ah !' such heaven-approaching joya 
Will never greet my longing eues/ 
^liU will they cheat in vision fine, 
Yet neves "but in fancy shine* 

^ Oh, that I were the Uttle wr^p . 
That shrilly chirps from yonder glen I 
Oh, far away I then would^rove. 
To some secluded bushy gi*ove; 
There hop arid sing with careless glecf, 
Hopand sing atUbertyiu , • 
^■nd till death should stop my lays, 
Far from men would spend my days.*' 

Surely, here is no evidence of extra- 
ordinary poetick genius. 

From another early production, the 
<« Fragment of an eccentrick drama,'* 



we extract some of th^ mod;.«ligii9r 
lar and original couplets that appear 
to have been ever composed by the 
writer Itfni|^htbe deemed omhions 
of his fate, smce it opens with '^ a 
dance of the Consumpdves/' who 
sing a doleful chorus> and vanisha 
aft^ which ^^ the Goddess of Qoa* 
sumption descends in a sky-blue 
robe, attended by mournful musiek/* 
The Groddess of Melancholy then 
points out the beautiful and forsaken 
Angelina as their joint victim, and 
CoNsvMPTiov marks her £6r her 
own in these energetiek lines: 

'* In the dismal night ur drest, 
I win creep into her breast; 
Flush her cheek, and bleachiier skior 
And feed on the vital fire within. . 
Lover, do not trust her eyes— 
When thev sparkle most she dies ! 
Mother, do not trust her breath-— 
Comfort she wiU breathe in death ! 
Father, do not strive to save Her— 
She is mine, and I must have her ! . 
The coffin must be her bridal bed; 
The winding sheet must wrap her heall; 
The whispering winds must o'er her sigh. 
For soon m the grave the maid must lie* 

The worm it wiU riot 

On heavenly diet, -, 

VlHien death has deflowered her eye.'* 

A considerable mrntber of a^milar 
specimens would have induced us 
long to hesitate, before we pronoun- 
ced our opinion on the poetry of 
this young author: but in. fact the 
above passage is nearly uniqne* 
From his ode to Mr. Ftiseli, on see- 
ing engravings from that artist's de^ 
signs, we transcribe the exordium, 
^s aji example of the productions '! 
of his maturer years: 
«• Mighty Magieian ! who on Tomeo*S 
brow. 
When suUen tempests wrap the throne 

of nighty 
Art wont to sit and catch the gleun of 
light 
That shoots athwart the gloom vp%x^ 

below; 
And listen to the distant deslii-shrisic 
long 
From lonely msriner foundering 14 
. the deep, 

IVhic^ rises ^owiy up thp rocky 
steep, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE REMAINS OF HENRY XIRKE WHITE. 



ai 



fftiSt tlie weird sisters weave the horrid 
song': 
Or wi^n ukmg the liquid sky 
Serenely cfaaunt ^e-orbs oq nigb» 
post love to sit in raiulng trance 
And mark the nortbem meteor's 

dance 
(While far below the fitful ear 
Fling's its faint pauses on ihe steepy 

riKire) 
And list the mitsick of the hfeese* 
. That sweeps byfits the bendinigi seas 
'^ And often Dears with sudd^ swell 

The shipwrecked sailor's funeral 
- knell; ' 
* -By the spirits sung who keep 

Their night watch, on the treacherous 
. deep. 
And guide the wakeful helms-man's 

eye 
To Helice in northern sky; 
And there upon the rock inclined 
Witl^ mighty visions fill'stthe mind. 
Such* as oound in magick spell 
Him who grasped the gates of hell. 
And bursting Pluto's d^k domain 
Held to the day the terrours of his 

reign. 
'Genius of Horrour and romantick awe^ 
whose eye explores the secrets of 

the deep. 
Whose power can bid the rebel fluids 
creep, 
4hsk force the inmost soul to own its- 

law; 
, , Who shall now, sublimest Spirit^ 
'Who shall now thy wand inherit, 
"From him thy darling child who best 

Thy shuddermg images elprest ? 
: Sullen of sotd and stem and proud, 
. His gloomy spirit spumed the crou^, 
. And now he lays his aching head 
in the dark mansion of the silent dead." 

We canpot refrain from inserdng 
one more extract, fr<Mn «tn address to 
Contemplation) which very happily 
imitates the style of Mikoa's Mle* 

" i will meet thee on the hill, 
Where, with prmttess footsteps stiH 
The morning in her buskin g^ay. 
Springs iqH>n l^er eaatem way; 



While the frolick zephyrs stir. 
Playing with the gossamer. 
And, on ruder pinions bom. 
Shake the dew drops fi^m the thom. '• 
There as o'er the ^elds we pass. 
Brushing with hs^ty feet the grass. 
We will startle from her nest. 
The lively lark with speckled breast^ 
And hear the floating clouds among 
Her gale-transported matin song. 
Or on the upland stile embowered. 
With ft«gnot Wwtiiaiii sMmf&om^r^ 

cd,. 
Will sauntering sit, and listen still, 
To the herdsman's oaten quill; 
Wailed from the plain below; 
Or t&e heiftdpj^equent low; 
Or the milkmaid in the grove. 
Singing of one that died for lof«* 
Or when the apon-tide beats oppresi^ 
We will seek the darkTecess, 
Where, in the embowered translucent 

stream. 
The cattle shun the sultry beam. 
And o'er us, on the marge reclined^ 
The drowsy fW her horn shall' wind. 
While echo, mm her ansient osk. 
Shall answer to the woodman's stueke; 
Or the little peasant's song, 
Wandering lone the glens ajnOngg 
His artless lips with berries died. 
And feet through ragged shoes de- 
scried." 

Our account of these voli£me3 
ougiit not to be closed Without our 
stating) that, from the variety of their 
contents, the perusal of them is ex* 
tremely iateresting and agreeable; 
and we. observe^ with sinoere plea* 
sure, that th^r popularity is evinced 
by their having already passed 
through several editions. The cha* 
racter of m^hmcholyy so strongly im* 
pressed on the featuFes of the au* 
thor's face, in the portrait which is 
prefixed to his urorks, will be con- 
templated with corresponding emo- ' 
tions by such readers as are able to 
appreciate his meritsi and cao feel 
for his untimely £ite« 
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XhKriptiw duPaehaUk, &c. i. e, A Description of the Pachalik of Bagdad, followed 
hy « historical Notice of the WaK%be«Sy and by some other Pieces relaUve to the 
History and Literature of the East. By it. • ♦ •. Ovo. pp. 360. Paris, 1809. Priee 
9« setved. / 



THE pieces which compose this 

8inalU. oriental collectipn are four in 

numiber. Aft^r the description of the 

pachaiik of ^ Bagdad^ afid an account 

of the origin and progress of the 

Wahabee?, we are presented with 

translatio'n3 of ^etafljjgd pieces of 

Per^an poetiy» (tnd ^^ a series of 

ohservaftions on tho YeudeeSf a sect 

in simie degree Mohammedant and 

established several centuries ago im 

Mesopotatma by a sheik of the name 

pf Yezid... The account of the Pa- 

cbaUki and tlie history of the Wa» 

hi^b^esy are the parts of the book 

which are most deserving of atten* 

tiosh) Ijang wrhten with considerable 

koK>wlpdge pf tbe subject, thotigh in 

a.' loose 41)4 Ul digested manner. 

X^ author's pan^e is not mention- 

edy but he is described as having 

long resided in those countriesy and 

tifi having compo^d these tracts for 

^e purpose of their being read to a 

literary. society of which he is a 

member- 

' Amid all tiie writer's professions 

for the advancement of literature, 
bow.ever, it is amusing to observe 
itkat commercial arrangements are 
the real object of his U^urs. He is 
much enraged with our envoy, sir 
llarfiird Jottes, who, he pretends, 
lias rendered himself not less odious 
nto t)i« government of Bagdad than 
to the Europeans settled there. After 
having enlarged on the commercial 
advantages of the situation of Bag* 
CT^dj he a^ds, with some luH^itf, << I 
VlU just remark that It would be 
proper |a e^blish in that city a 
I'renGli mcto^ry, or at lee^t to obtaiii 
a lirm^ from ihe porte, to i^llot to 
p$ irHp«nsU majesty's ponsul a hou^ 
^uitaUe to hi^ r^nk; in the sam^ 
way in which it \r^s granted ta<^e 
.|4i|fli8b resident) oft the-f^lioitiee^ 



of the English ambassadour at Con^ 
stantinople.'* 

' We extract the passages in the 
account of the Pachalik, which ap* 
|)ear to us to contain the ixioat ttsefol 
iiiformation, 

" The climate of Bagdad, though very 
healthy, is subject to excessive heat i|i 
summer; during which the inhabitants 
6nd it necessaiy to pass a coDsiderable 
part of the day in their cellars, and to sleep 
at night on their roofs. Travellers h&vQ 
often spoken of the Slam.yeli, a burning 
southwest wind, which brings with it ^ 
sulphureous smell» andpreyails at Ba^j^dac^. 
•B well as tbroughout Af esopotamla, froi^ 
the beginning of July to the middle of 
August. It is not, howeyer; quite so fatal 
as it has been reported to be by those tra- 
vellers who assert that it sufibpates all whis 
are exposed to it oh elevated ground^ since 
its effects may be avoided by fajlinjg pros- 
trate, or by wrapping up the face vciy 
tighthr with a cloak. It is preceded hv 
squalu, and by a hot whirlwind obscuring 
the horizon. Its pestilential nature. prdbft» 
Uy arises from passing over the sulphii- 
rious and bituminous grounds near the 
£u|^ates and the Tigris. 

' <* The inhabitants of Bagdad, so |kf from 
being abject slaves, are active, enterprlp> 
ing, and jealous of control. Th^ better 
ranks are civil, well informed, and obli- 
ging to strangers. Luxury is confined to the 
pacha and the great families. The dress ' 
IS similar to that which prevails intherevt 
Of Turkey. Many Persians lesidetier^, 
who carry on the traffick of the plaee and 
are protected by the government, and who 
are in general intelligent and rf spe^able 
peoplf.-r-Unfortunately, neither librari^ 
nor publipk schools are to be found her^ 
bat we nteet widi ^ few seminafi^ inhabit 
ed by dervices,. and two or three mauso- 
leums, magnificently decorated^ in whic)i 
their sheiks and prophets are interred^ and 
a kind of asvlom is aflbrded to begfgars. 
A number of small chApels also are erect* 
ed, to which the people resort to perform 
their abludons, at the aoeustomed hours-of 
prayer. The pul^k markets are well 
«t»ekediI9«vi|toii*siid limit hioing brought 
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tbither Irom all quarters, and sold at mo- 
derate pricesk 

f •'The pachas of Bagdad have been 
considered at all times as the most power- 
M, in the Ottoman dominions, and are 
WipposQil to posaesa a right to the- title of 
caliph from inhabiting the capital in which 
the ancient Arabian pontiiFs resided. 
I*laced at the extremity of Turkey, they 
exercise an authority which is almost in.- 
dependtent of the porte; and great deli- 
cacy is observed towards them on the part 
^ the OttonMa court, that they may tiot 
fee t^pied tn tmoku They assume to 
tiiemselves, whenever they please, the 
right of declining to send their forces to 
cooperate wjt(^ those of the grand seignor; 
^nd no objection is made to the reasons 
itrhich they allege, provided that they be 
Accompanied by a sum of money. During 
more than a century, all the "pachas of 
Bagdad have been originally Georgian 
rfaves, raised by intrigue and accident 
worn that humble station to the hazardous 
post of vizir. The forces of the gptem-- 
went of Bagdad may be increased in a 
time of urgency to 30,000 men, infantry 
a&d cavalry; and this number would be 
rtjll greater if several Arab tribes had not 
Withdrawn themselves to join the Waha- 
bees, while others have set up the standard 
of independence. The tiurds, of whom a 
jreat proportion have revolted, are the 
^est horsemen; their arms consist of a 
pistol, a lance, a sabre, and somethnes a 
carabine. The Arabs have, only a lance: 
but, being robust and intrepid, they make 
adexteroususe of it. The Bagdad infantry 
are armed with a musket and sabre, and a 
small part of them are disciplined on the 
^uropeai^pidui. The revenue is between 
seven and eight millions of piastres, ai^d 
would be mone, were it not for the decliuf 
of tjho trade of Bussorab. The population 
of ^ussorah is now reduced to 50,000, a 
dimkiution which is caused by the deso- 
lation that has been spread around by the 
Wahabee% and by the insalubrity, which 
hsuarism from the neglect of the neig^. 
bouifeood of thecity. 

** The banks of both the Euphrates and 
the Tigris are-infested with robbers, who 
are accustomed to swim abbaurd of the 
boats on the water, and to caity off what- 
ever th^ can seize. Trttvellemhave«fte« 
been 8lirp!rised at the length ot thedts^ 
tances which the ArabswiU paas^ fto»k)ng 
on the water. They accomplisli these. tte»^ 
its^s by means of a goat skin, of wluoh 
they- ^pw' tery compac^ tiie diflferent 
openings,' with th^ excoption of the skin 
of one of Uie legs, "ivhick tliey use^«i a 
pipe to blow lip the leMxnf tk^skin^^aMl 



aflerwards twist and hold it very tight. 
After this . pneparation, they^trip them* 
selves naked, form a package of their 
clothes, and, tyihg^ it On their shoulders, 
Itf themselves flat on the goat -skin; on 
which they float very much at thejr ease, 
paddling with their hands and fel^t, and 
amoking their pipe all the time. N0t only 
men, but womeaand^K <^doptthiame* 
inod of crossing the river, and make the 
air re-ecfio with their 'songs while they 
are passings 

*^ After ihe junction of the Tigris and 
lite Buphrates at .the beaiitifaUy sltoated 
town of <Koma, their, waters roll on for 
several mile^wlthout mixing. Those of 
tlie^ £uphrat4|P^ clear, in Consequence 
of hs tranquifcurrent; while those of die 
Tigi'is are turbid from its rapidity. Not 
tkt from Hilla, w Hela, in a northerly di- 
isctioii, and towards the Euphrates, are 
to be seen the relicks of the once'mighty 
Qabylon. They are interesting only &oA 
the recollections which tpey excite, and 
have not beauty in thetns^ves like the rs* 
mains of Palmyra; Balbec, or Penepolis^ 
among whi^ we meet at. every «t^ with 
traces of magmfiocnt atchiteeture. Th« 
rjsmains of Babylon consist in a shapelesft 
mass of ruins, and are ipore calculated to 
inspire melancholy than admiration. like 
all cities thatliave been bnilt of brick, it 
has no striking montiinent left stasuling. 
^*he AriU>s make a trade <tf digg^g the 
ground iiqr the purpose of -finding medals 
of bronzey sUveivand sometimes of gold; as 
well as vases, metal images, and utensils: 
even the bricks tliey carry off by water 
for the purpose of sale. These bricks are 
aJI of a fq^arip ifo^m, ;$ve inches thick, 
and bearii^ on one of their sides, a hiero- ' 
gJlyphick ^cription^ the characters of 
which are stiB very plai^. The ruins of 
Nineveh are on the Tigris, opposite to 
the city of Mosul, about three hondred 
titles i^ove Bagdad; Mosul i^earste 
have beeit biiil^ o^^ of t^se ruins. The 
remdiinaof the ancient ^isibis consist, in 
like, manner, ^ mere ruins,, and are worth 
visiting chiefly f6rUie beauty^ bf the situa* 
tion.*» ; ^ ;<:- 

The JKi^uot of the^ gri^ aiut 
{>rogreii»^ ©f -the A/JTa^abeea is givw 
IQ ^ 9«0|e crude and ill-»rranged 
jnethod as^ thitt4>f B^dad.. In con* 
4ieq^eQce ^f the .Wah^bees having 
been knfiwn in Eupope only of lute 
y«f^s,cthe^ pubUck in general are not 
AWAre-itlisa^ the origin of thia sect 
look p}fK» ^ ^ar .badL as the middle 
.•f ; tlM^jlj^t ;CettUii3r. Their tenets 
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ditppr from the Mohammedan, not 
in respect of their idea of the Su- 
preme Being or of the sacred vo- 
lume, the Koranj which they believe 
to have been written in heaven by 
the hand of .^ngel&: but in regard 
to the power and character of Mo- 
hammed, whom they consider to 
have been ^ mer4 human being, the 
messenger indeed of God on earthy 
but not wprthy t)p have- ius name 
joined with that of t}ie Deity in. the 
adorations of men. The Wahabees 
are therefore not so jj^h the pro- 
pagators of a new fsSR^ as the re- 
formers of hkfii Mohammedan reli«^ 
gion. Like others of this sect they 
are circumcised; and they observe 
similar fonns of prayer, the same 
ablutions, the same abstinences, the 
sanie yearly fast (that of Ramadan) 
and the same solenmities. Their 
mosque^, however, are devoid of 
ornament; and the name of Moham* 
med i& not mentioned in their veW* 
gious exerc Wes, They reject in the 
same manner the divme mission of 
Jesus Christ. They imitate the early 
Muhammedans most efifectuaiiy in 
the vigour with which they spread 
their doctrine by force <^ arms; and 
they have been accustomed to pre- 
sent it to the neighbouring tribea at 
the point of the sword, callmg on 
them in decisive language to '^ be- 
lieve or die." When they encounter 
resistance, their practice has been to 
sacvifice the males and spare the 
females, but to confiscate and take 



poMession of the whole property. 
In case of voluntary subtnission, a 
Wahabee govemour is put over the 
subjugated tribe, and a tenth of ^e 
property exacted, aa well as a tenth 
of the male population levied for th6 
military service. By these means, 
the Wahabee leaders have found 
themselves in possession of large 
treasures, and at the head of formi*^ 
dablft armlet. Animated by religious 
enthuuann, these fanatieksru^ 'for- 
wards to danger with incredible 
courage, and attack their enemies in 
the firm belief that, by dying in the 
field, they will receive the crown of 
martyrdom. Were they posaessed of 
the advantages of discipline, and 
commanded by able leaders, they 
mi^ht become the conquerors of 
Asia. 

In the preface to this book, a hope 
is expressed that the^publick will 
extend encouragement to the authori 
and induce him to undertake more 
laborious researches. With such 
encouragement, however, we can- 
scarcely venture to flatter him, till 
he has learned to condense his mlit- 
ter into a smaller compass, and has 
accustomed himself to a clearer ar- 
rangement. The account- of the 
Yezidees is sliort, and is not the pro- 
duction of the same author, but of a 
missionary named Garzonif from 
whom the writer of the precediffg^ 
tracts might have taken some hints^ 
on the score of composition. 



FROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW* 
The Battles of Talavera. A Poem, 8vo. pp. 40. Dublm, London, Edinbu/gh. 1^10. 
THERE is no point in which our ry, than the pens of contemporary 



ag^e differs more ivom those which 
preceded iu than in the apparent 
apatliy of oiu^ poets and rhymers *o 
the events which are passiii^g over 
tbei]Q. From the day« ol' Marlbo^ 
rough to those of Wolfe and Hawke, 
the tower and park guns were not 
more certain proelaimers of^a Vii»tp« 



bards. St. James's had then its odes, 
and Grub-street poured forth its 
ballads upon every fresh theme of' 
nacibnal exultation. Some lof these 
productions, being fortunately wed- 
ded to popular tunes, have warped 
themselves so closely with our cha- 
racter, that^ talove liberty^and roa^ 
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Wef^ is ]K>t metre natural to an Bn** 
gliflhinany tkan to beat tune to 
^ Steady boys, Steady," and, *^Rukc 
Britanma.'' Our modem authors 
are of ^ different cftst; some of 
them ro^m back to distant and dark 
ages; others wander to remote coun- 
tries, iftstead of seekiug a theme in 
the e3Lpl6its of a . Nela.on> an Aber« 
cromby,^ qc a Wel>esley; others 
afio^se them^elyes Ik ithiuseious son- 
nets to Bessies and Jessies; and all 
secim so little to regard the crisis 
in.5¥hich we ai'e placed, that we 
eaiuiot help thinking they would 
kei^p fiddling their allegros and ada- 
gios, even if London were on fire, 
•r Buonaparte landed at Dover.* 

We are oldriaobioned! men, and 
are perhaps inclined to see,, in the 
loss and decay of ancient customs, 
■lore than ean reasotKibly be traced 
from them: to regard^ in short, that 
as ^ mark of apathy and indifference 
to national safety and glory, which 
may dnly arise from a change in the 
mai^per o£ expressing popular feel- 
ing* . Be that as it may, we think that . 
the. sullen silence observed by our 
present race of poets, upon all 
themes of immediate national con- 
eem, argues little confidence in. 
their own powers, small trust in the 
liberal indulgence of the publick to 
^ctemporaneous compositions, and 
above all, a want of that warm in- 
terest in such themes as might 
well render them indifferent ta both 
oonsiderations. Lord Wellington, 
more fortunate than any contempo- 
rary English general, whether we 
regard the success or the scale of 
his achievements, has been also 
unusually distinguished by poetical 
commemoration; and as his exploits 
form an exception to the ^raiu of 
evil fortune which has generally at- 
tended our foreign expeditions) the 
hearts of those capable of celebra- 
ting, them, seem tq have been pecu- 
liarly awakened and warmed at the 
yecital«. probably, many, of our rpad^ 
ers . hs^ve seen the superb Indi^ji; 
war*8ong,.,w;tjicl> «elebj'^|^ ^.f:9ftr^ 



quest over the Mahfattas: beginning 

" stout Britain for the batti^ of Assay, . 

For that was a day 

When We stood in our array, 

Like the lion turned to bay. 
And the battle-word was conqiier or die !' 

We are now happy to find, that 
another bard has advanced with a 
contcibtttkm to adorn the most re- 
cent and most glorious wreath won • 
by the same gallant general. The ^ 
promptitude as well as the patriotism • 
of the tribut|g|pight claim indul- "" 
gence as weins praise: but it is - 
with pleasure we observe, that al- 
though this volunteer has rushed ''• 
forward without waking to arm him- ' 
self in that panoply which is often, 
after all, found too slight to' repel 
the assaults of modern > criticism, 
neither his adventurous courage nor 
the goodness of his cause, is his sole 
or bis principal merit. 
. TJhc battle of Talavera is written 
in that irregular, Pindarick- measure 
first applied to senous composition 
by Mr. Walter Scott, and it is doing 
no injustice to the ingenious author 
to say, that in many passages, we 
were, fromtlie similarity of the stanza 
and of the subject, involuntarily re- 
minded of the battle of Ftodden, in 
the sixth book of Marmion. The 
feeUng, however, went no farther 
than the perception of that kindred ' 
resemblance between those of the 
same family which is usually most 
striking at first sight, and becomes 
less remarkable, and at length invi- 
sible) as we increase in intimacy with 
those in whom it exists. In one re- 
spect, the clipice of the measure is 
more judicious on the pait of the 
nameless bard, than on that of Mr. 
Scott. The latter had a long narra- 
tive tp,con)pose,.and wasnecessarily^ 
forced >upon passages in which tho 
looseness and irregularity of his 
veri^tication has an extravagant and 
slovenly appeikrance. It is w.here the 
tone ' ci* 'i^ssion is iow, tWt the 
readisr^ demauedis a new interest from 
i^gu4a»ty ie£i&ejrsificfttiQB, and beauty 
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of selected dictieo. On the other 
hand, in passages of vivid, and espe- 
cially of tumultuary and hurried 
description, the force of the poet's 
ftought,*and the intenseness of the 
Jbeling excited, ought to supftort 
ids language. He may be then per- 
mitted to strip himself as to a com- 
bat, and to evince^that « brave no- 
^ect" of the forms of versification 
which express an imagination tod 
much exalted, and ^ mind too much 
occupied by the subject itself, to re- 
gard punctiUou*iIy tee arrangement 
9f i^hymes or the measurement of 
stanzas. In this point of view, few 
themes present themselves which* 
can better authorize a daring flight 
Chan that which has been selected 
by the author of Talavera. 

The poem o^ens with the foHow- 
log stanza, of which the first nine 
lines are an exquisite picture of re- 
pose, and the last somewhat more 
feeb]^ and prosaically expressed. 

^ TiKmB dark; from every mountain head 
The sunny ainile of heaven bad fied. 
And evening, over hill and dale 
Dropt, ^ith the dew, her aliadowy veili 
In fabled Tajo'a darkening tide 

Was quenched the gc^den rayt 
Silent^ the silsnt stream beside, 
Hiree gallant people's hope and pride« 

Three gallant armies lay. 
Welcome to them the clouds of night. 
That close a fierce and harried fight— 
And wearied all, a«d none elate, 
With equal hope Mid doubt, ihejr wak 

A fiercer, bloodier day. 
France, every nation's foe, is thej^. 
And Albion*s sons her red cross bear, 
Wiidi 8pam*s young Liberty to share^ 

The fortune o? the fray." 

The 9iXMk of the French is then 
described wjth all the* peculiar. ck« 
cumstaikces of uncertainty and hor^^ 
four ths^ aggravate tbe teirroqrs of 
midnight cooflict.^ Th<» doubtful and 
suppressed sounds nrhich ennounce 
to the defenders the a|>preach of the 
assailaikts; the rush of the foniier tD 
meet and anticipate .the charge; the 
l^^ection on those who ftdl witbe«t 
witnesses to their .v»io9r; aad.i41tte 
<* wonders of thai gloomy fight^" 



are successfully; an4 artfully mtro« 
duced to impress the dreadjfulacene 
upon the mind of the reader. The 
following lines have pecuU^r «xu| 
picturesque merit 

V Darkling they fight, and only know 
If chance has sped the fatal blow. 
Or, by the trodden corse below. 

Or by the dyhig gtoan: 
Furious th^y strike snthout a aark ^ ^ 
Save now and then the sslplnirem 9gaA 
Illumes some visage grimand dark» •" 

That with the flash is gene !" 

In the succeeding stanzas^ we have 
the repose after tlie action, and th6 
preparation for the general , battle 
of the next day. The anxiety of th« 
British general is described, and a 
singular coincidence pointed out in 
the sixth stanza. We shall traiiscribo^ 
it, and ^Uet the stncken deer go 
w,eep." . . ^ 

«* Oh heart of honour, soul of fire. 
Even at that moment fierce and dire. 

Thy agony of fame ! 
When Britain's fortune di^^ious himg« 'r 
And France tremendous swept iJong, 

In tides of blood and flame. 
E'en while thy genius and thy arm 
Retrieved the day and turned the storm-, - 
E'en at that moment, factious apite; 
And eKvioos fraud essayed to blight 

The honours of thy name," 

. The share which is assigned to 
lord Wellington in the coxmuct of 
the fight, is precisely that which i^ 
really the lot of a commander In 
chief. Generals were painted in acn 
mour long after 

« ^the fashion of the fight f . 

Had laid gilt steel and twisted mail aside ^ 
For modem foppery,^ * 

And from some similar concate*^ ' 
nation of ideas, modem poetsy ht 
many a day after Uie «< eagie«glance'f 
and commanding genius of a herd 
had been the sttcibutes which deci>- 
ded the field, continued to desciit^e 
him mowing down whole ranks with 
his 8wor49 as if peracmal strcngtii 
were as essential to his 8U<^ss. tts 
in the days of the T^m war* T^is' 
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Jboliah &8ln<n)^ which, like eVeiy 
false and unnatural circumstance, 
tend^ obviously to destroy the pro- 
bability of the scene, has been dis- 
carded by good* taste ever since the 
publication of Addison's Campaign: 
The approach of the Gallick army 
ia beaudfully described. 

** And is it now a goodh* sight, 

Qv dreadful to behold. 
The pomp of that approachiae fights 
Waving ensigas, pennons li^t. 
And g^lenning blades and bayonets bright^ 

And eagles winged with g^ld; 
And warriour bands of many a huet, 
8carlet and white, and gp*een and blue, 
Likersunbows o'ertbe morning dew^ 

Their various Hnes unfold: 
While cymbal clang and trumpet sU*ain, 
i The kneU of basttle tolled: 
And trampling squadrons beat the plain, 
'Till the clouds echoed back again» 

As if thp thunder roUed.**. 

Our bounds will not permit us to 
quote the opening of the battle^ 
tiiougb it conti^s some passages of 
great merit. Realizing his narrative 
with tai art, which has been thotight 
aJmost irreconcilable with poetry, the 
aathor next undertakes to give us a 
distinct idea of those manoeuvres and 
movememts upon which the success 
•f the day depended; and by clothing 
them with the strikmg circum- 
stances which hide the otherwise 
technical and soniewhat familiar 
detail of tlie gazette, he has succeed^ 
ed at once in preserving the form 
and leading circumstances, and *' all 
tie cndrrcnt of the heady fight;" and,' 
generally speakmg, in presenting 
them to the fancy in a manner as 
poetical as they are clear to the un- 
derstanding* In treading, hpweverj 
upon a line so very narrow, be has 
aomecimes glided into bombast on 
the one hand, or into flat, bald^ and 
Vdlg^. expiessiom on the other. 
Althoiigh, for iastance, the word 
M iire-locks" be used techuicaUy, 
and somewhat pedantically,. to ex^ 
preas'the men .who be^ them, we 
cannot permit » poei f» s^ftk with 
mpuDity pf 



^ Full fifty thousand nnukett brimhi 
Ittd by old warriour s trafaied to^ngfat** - 

SpearS) we know, is used for spear- 
9ieni but this is a license sanctione4 
byantiquity} and not to be extende4 
to modern implements of war. 1% 
other places, the ardour of the poe^ 
is expressed in language too turgi4 
and ipflaited. But the following stan* 
sa may sa&lybe quoted as avoiding^ 
under very difficult circumstances^ 
the extremes of simplicity, and bomr 
ba9t» and describing the celebrate4 
charge of the British cavalry with 
a spirit worthy of those whose gal? 
lantry wae so menaoml^le on thai 
memorable day: ^ 

** Three columns of the flower of Franc^ 
With rapid step and firm, advahee, 

At first througph tangled ground^ 
O^er fence and dell and deepravine; 
At length they reach the level green. 
The midnight battle's murderous scenc;^ 

The valley's eastern bound. 
There in a rapid line tficyfbrm. 
Thence are just rushing to the storm 

By bold Bellona led. 
When sudden thunders shake the v«de# 
Day seems as in eclipse to fail. 

The light of heaven is fled; 
A dusky whirlwind rides the sky» 
A living' temipest rushes by 

With deafening clang and treadf 
' A charge, a charge,' the British cry, 

* And Seymour at its head.** 

The miscarriage ofthiagallauft 
body of cavalry amid the brc^ea 
ground in which the French again 
formed their column, its causes and 
consequences, the main battle jitsel^ 
and all its alternations of success, are 
described in the same glowing and 
vivid langua|;e; which, we will ven- 
ture to say IS not that of one wh« 
iirritoa with'a view to hi^ own dis- 
tinction at a poet, but who feeia that 
Ihing fire glew withm him which 
impels him to' illng into v«r«e hia 
animated and enthasiasdek fesUnga 
of exultatimi on contemplating such 
a-aubject as the battle of Talavera; 
The Ibllow^g description of a ctr- 
eamstanoe new to the terrot»pa of 
battle, We- fehalt insert, ere we t^ket 
eur learveof Telavera; 
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** But shootiiif Kigh and rolling far. 
What new and horrid face of war. 

Now flushes on tlie sight ? 
*Tia France, as furious she retires. 
That wreaks in desolating fires, 
t The vengeance of her flight. 
I'he flames the grassy vale o'errun. 
Already parcl>ed by summer's swn; 
And sweeping turbid down the breeze 
In clouds the 'arid thickets seize. 
And climb the dry and withered treet 

In flashes long and bright. 
tHh ! 'Twas a scene sublime and dire. 
To see that billowy sea of fire, 
Rolling its fierce and flakey flood, 
6*er cultured field and tangled wood, 
And drowning in the flaming tide. 
Autumn's hope and summer's pride, 
From Talavera's walls and tower 

And from the mountain's height. 
Where they had stood for many an 
hour. 

To view the varying fight, 
Burghers and peasants in amaze 
JBehold their groves and vineyards blaze '. 
Trembling they view the bloody fray. 
But little thought ere close of day. 
That England's sigh and France's groan 
Should be re-eohoed by their own ! 
But all ! far other cries than these 
Are wafled on the dismal breeze? 
Groans, not the wounded's lingering 

groan; 
Shrieks, not the shriek of death alone; 
But groan and shriek and iMrrid yell 

Of terrour, torture, and despair, 
Such as 'twould freeze the tongue tQ 
tell. 

And chill tlie heart to hear. 
When to the very field of fight, 
]greadfiil alike in sound and sight, 



The conflagtijtiisii fptead^ 
Involving in its fiery wave. 
The brave and relicks of the brave; 

The dying and the dead I" 

We have shunned, in the ^refseuft 
instance, the unpleasant task of 
pointing out, and dwelling upon in- 
dividual inaccuracies. There are se« 
veral hasty expressions, flat lines, 
and deficient rhymes, which prove 
to us little more than that the coiid* 
position was a hurried one. These^ 
in a poem of a different description, 
we should have thought it our duty 
to point out to the notice of the am 
tlior. But, after all, it is the spirit 
of a poet that we consider as de* 
manding our chief attention; an4 
upon its ardour or rapidity must 
finally hinge our applause or con* 
demnation. We care as little (com^ 
paratively, that is to say) for the 
minor arts of composition and ver« 
sification as Falstaff did for the 
thews, and sinews, and outward ccmi* 
position of his recruits. It is << ikt^ 
hearty the hearty* that makes the 
poet as well as the soldier; aiid 
while we shall not withhold some 
applause even from the ordinary sta- 
tuary who executes a common >fi« 
gure, our wreath must b^ reaer* 
ved for the Prometheus who shall 
impreg^^te his statue with fire from 
heaven. 



FROM THE l-ITERARY PANORAMA. 

gravels through the Empire of Morocco. By John Bufifa, M. B. flittstrated witii a* 
Mqji. 8vo. pp. 26Q. Price 7*. London. 18X6, 



CENSORIOUS criticks may, if 
they please, magnify literary vanity 
"uito a crime against the peace and 
the pockets of the publick; but if 
we punish vanity as capital, we ha« 
zard the suppression of much in^ 
^rmadcoi which may requite atten«> 
lion. What man upon earth would' 
he acquitted, were his motives for 
appearing before the publick, scru- 
tiniased witji critical. s^v^rityi. Hi^., 



^mamty and policy refuse to prose^^ 
cute a peccadillo, so trifling. We« 
shall not, on the present oec«sion>^ 
oppose their ecmi^. 

What Dr. BuHa has reconlej::. 
agaHmt the te«e Medical Board, by 
which he deemed himsielf oppressed, - 
we pass, with a wish, that oppres* 
sdon may ever be banished from 
among members of. a liberal profes**' 
slon^; ik&4 . from all coimeeto4 with- ^ 
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^le publick service. Wfe consider 
the doctor simply as a traveller into 
^ country ipiperfectly known among 
iis; and possessjing some advantages 
is a privileged person by his pro- 
'iession. While waiting for a pro- 
Ihised appointment at Gibraltar, he 
tisited Ldrache; the governour of 
l^rhich place he happily relieved 
from a dangerous malady. In a se* 
eond journey, he had the honour 
of prescfibin^ for his Moorish ma* 
Jesty; for his principal sultan^ and 
<W;hers, at Fez. He took an oppof- 
Janity of travelling to Morocco, etc. 
further south; ^d the observations 
he tnade during these excursions, 
form Ae body <rf bis voluine. We 
jfe^tiet tfxcee^ngly to learn from Dr. 
Wii preface, fliat the imputation erf 
impoliteness should, with any ap- 
^arance of plausibility, attach to 
the venerabie sovereign of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, on a charge ef not 
$^Vfeftfn^ a letter addressed to hhn 
fi«om the potentate of Mort)CCo; foT 
though written in Arabick, it were 
icandalous to suppose that none ip 
the British dominions could translate 
k. The French, to do them justice 
nHs^ltl have profited by t!ie oppor- 
Ittnity, and would hav^e turned such 
A correspondence to good account, 
either now or hereiafter. Why cannot 
John Bull emulate what is cosn^ 
Biendable in that people, without 
imitating what is ridiculous or pro* 
fligate? Leaving the secretary of 
state to defend his reputation by the 
best arguments in his power, we 
4ic^ct dur attention to the traveller. 

Dr. B. estimates the importai%>e 
•f Ceuta, as a fortress, very highly. 
It is noTtf in tfa^ hsoids of our coun- 
trymen. He says: <^ Convoys ^otrld 
ttoJtect here in ssi&ty, and our tnade* 
in this sea be eompttmi^ely seeuiPd- 
firom* a&noyflnce.'^ 

The fcitowiug ceremony lias tome* 
thing patriarchal in 4t$ 

** In passing through villagis Cwhich. 
Ill' this part are veiy numerous, and formed 
of a much greater collection of tents than 
those dtoccib^d-^ih w4»^e9- lMte> -we 
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were received by a great concourse <rf 
men, women, and children, shouting, and 
making a noise exactly resembling the 
whoop of the North American savages. 
I was informed, that this was their usual 
mode of expressing their joy and mirth, 
on all great and solemn occasions. A ve- 
nerable Moor, the chief of. the surround- 
ing villages, accompanied by the military 
and civil officers, and by tjie principsui 
inhabrtanls, advaliced to kiss the garment 
of his excellency. This ceremony was 
closed by a train of women, preceded by 
an elderly matron, carrying a standard of 
colours, made of various fillets of silksj 
and by a young one of great beauty, sup- 
porting on her head a bowl of fresh milk, 
which she presented, first to Ihe govern^ 
eur (or, as he is otherwise called, the 
sheik) then to me, and afterwards- to alj 
the omcers. This ceremony is always per- 
formed by the prettiest young woman of 
the village; and it not unfrequently hap* 
pens, that her beauty captivates the affec*. 
tions of the great men (sometimes even 
the emperour) and she becomes the le* 
gitimate and favourite wife." 

We do not think much of a 
Moorish review, as to tacticks; but as 
a political spectacle, it is, we doubt 
not, sufficiently imposing^ Wheii 
describing it, Dr. B. incidentally men* 
tionft othei* customs of that people. 

*• I was at the palace precisely at four 
o'clock, and in a few minutes the empe^ 
rour appeared^ mounted on a beautiful 
White horse, attended by an officer of 
state, holding over him a large, damask 
umbrella, most elegantly embroidered, 
and foUowed by all his great officei-s, 
btniygtiafds, and a numerous band of 
musick. He was greeted with huzzas, 
m the Moorish style, by the populace, 
and received at^all the gates, and avenueA 
of the town, with a general discharg'e of 
artillery and small arms, the pevpte faUiJig^ 
itpon titeir kntf in the dust as he passed* 
The sti'eets were covered with matSf and 
the road, as fm as the plain' where the 
troops weve drAwn out, was Mr^med w<^ 
tdl kinds of Jionoers* 

** The army was formed into a regulal'; 
rtreet of three deep on each side, eacic 
coi-ps dlsting-uished by a standard; it ex^t 
tended to a great length, through the im^ 
rocnse plain of i^es,arid piiesenteda grand' 
military spectacle. There were not less 
ijbaii eighty thousand cavalry. This review 
was finished in six hours, and his imperial 
majesty wi\8 so much pleased with the 
steady, iMtrl^^ aad^ 8oidter4ifcie Mpj^^iae^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 



SELECT REVIEWS- 



SDce of his troops, that he commanded a 
horse to be given to each of the oiHcers, 
and an additional suit of doUies, and six 
ducaits more than is customary to the men. 
No other exercise was performed on this 
occasion, than charging, firing' off their, 
pieces, and priming and loading at full 
gallop, by alternate divisions. Thus an 
incessant fire was kept up during the 
day." 

** The cavalry are, unquestionably, most 
capital marksmen, and very capable of 
annoying, and harassing, and checking the 
-progress of an invading army. The men 
are stout, strong, and robus^ accustomed 
.to a continual state of warfare, and, from 
their simple and moderate manner of 
living, fully adequate to sustain the fa-, 
tigues and privations of the most arduous 
campaign." 

The character of the present cm- 
perour is a relief to the mind, fa- 
tigued with the spectacle of unvary- 
ing despotism, as a grove of palm 
trees refreshes the eye, when beheld 
after traversing a sandy desert. 

His predecessor was famous for 
cruelty; and his elder brothers were 
leading their subjects to slaughter 
in the field, before his accession. 
May we not regard him 'fcs an in- 
stance of the advantages derived 
from preparatory study \ even though 
that study was directed rather to li- 
terature than to politicks. Nothing 
can be so desirable to a despotick 

Erince, intending to do well, as the 
abit of sedateness, reflection, and 
self-possession. 

" The present empepour, Muley Soly« 
roan, was the youngest prince, 4nd lived 
retired in tlie city of Fez, assiduously oc- 
cupied in studying the Alcoran, and the 
laws of the empire, in order to qualify 
himself for the office of high-priest, which 

; he was intended to fill. From this retreat 
he. was called by X,\\t priests, the highest 
in repute as saints, in the neighbourhood of 
Fez, and a small party of the Moorish 

inilitia, and by them prevailed upon to 
come forward as a candidate for the crown, 

'in opposition to his three brothers, who 
were waging war with each other, at the 
head of numerous forces. In the midst of 
tins anaixky and confusion, the young 

. prince was proclaimed emperour, at Fez, 
by the name of Muley Solyman; and having 
ooUccted a strong f^trce^ aided hy the 



counsels of a number of ,brav€ and expe- 
rienced officers, he advanced to Mequinez» 
which he reduced, after two successive 
pitclied battles. This place was defended 
by one of his brothers, who, shortly ailer» 
acknowledged him as emperour, joined 
him, and brought over to his interests a 
great number of friends and partisans. He 
served Soiyman faithfully ever after, Which 
enabled him to withstand the united 
forces of his two other brothers. At length, 
owing to the Uttle harmony that prevailed 
in the armies . of his competitors, he 
effected his purpose. Taking advantage 
of their increasing animosity, he advanced 
towards Morocco, fighting and conquer* 
ing the whole way. He entered the capitsl 
in triumph, after a general and decisive 
battle; and he was again procilaimed em- 
perour, 

" The gardens of the seraglio are beau- 
tifully laid out by Europeans, and contain 
several elegant pavilions and summer 
houses, where the ladies take tea and 
recreate themselves; baths, fountains, and 
solitary retreats for those inclined to me- 
ditation; in shoit, nothing is wanting to ren- 
der this a complete, terrestrial paradise, 
but liberty, the deprivation of which must 
embitter every enjoyment.— 

" Muley Solyman, the present emperour, 
is about thirty -eight years of age, in height 
about six feet two inches; of a tqlerably 
fiiir complexion, with remarkably fine teeth, 
large dark eyes, aquiline nose, and black 
beard; the tout ensemble of his counte- 
nance noble and majestick. He governs 
Barbary with discretion and moderation. 
In the distribution of justice, or in reward- 
ing his subjects, he is just and impartial; 
in his private conduct no less pious and 
exemplary, than, in his publick capa- 
city, firm and resolute, prompt and cou- 
rageous." 

We cannot follow Dr. B. into the 
recesses, porticos, or squares of the 
seraglio. We must even relinquish 
his account of the hunted lion, and 
tlie ravages committed by that formi- 
dable animal. If the doctor was con- 
vinced that the Moors, by a manner 
of preparation, " defirive charcoal of 
the baneful effecta usually exfierienced 
from it in England^** was not his 
remissness blamable, in neglecting 
to obtain information on that subject^ 
considering the number of artisans 
which are obliged, by the nature of 
their business, to be perpetually in- 
volved in the fumes of this noxious 
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species oi fuel ? It was natural that 
a medical man should examine the 
state of the art of healing, among 
the tweeds of Morocco; it is despi* 
cable enough: so is that of literature 
In general. The condition of the 
Jews is extremely pitiable; and if we 
understand our traveller rightly, the 
Jewish women are resorted to, to 
supply the riotous inhabitants with 
abandoned companions. Can the 
lowest degree of abjection in a peo- 
ple be more strongly marked ? The 
late emperour attempted to exter- 
minate the Jews; their property was 
furiously plundered, yet they exist, 
and increase so rapidly, that our 
traveller says, the emperour must 
enlarge the limits of the space 
wherein they dwell. 

We give the doctor credit for 
Jhaving used his influence with the 
fluiersof tUis empire in favouc of 



the British interests; and for his sea* 
sonable assistance in rescuing four 
drunken, British sailors in Larache, 
who, « having drank too much 
aguardiente [aqua-ardente] imagined 
themselves m the streets of Gibral- 
tar," and raised a mob by attempt- 
ing to lift up the veil of a Moorish 
belle; drunk they were, indisputa- 
bly, or they had never struck on the 
rock of that temptation. 

Further proficiency in Arabick 
will induce the doctor to write JVa- 
zareney for " Massarane (for so they 
denominate a Christian.") To consi- 
der dovf»v>ar as the circle of tents 
forming a village, not as the name 
of a place; and to accept Beni^ sons, 
as the plural of Ben^ a son, it is 
necessary, when distinguishing a 
tribe. Neither will he repeat the ar- 
ticle, « an a/-haik:" al is the Ara- 
bick article. 



PROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

Travels of Mirza Abu TalebKhan [commonly called the Persian Prince] in Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, during the years 1799, 1800, 1801, and 1802. Written by Him- 
self, in the Persian Language, and Translated by Charles Stewart, Esq. Witli a 
Portrait of the Author. 2 Vols. 8vo. pp. 738. London. 1810. 



IT is difficult to imagine any cha- 
racter whose first impressions would 
excite more natural curiosity than 
an Asiatick traveller in Europe. 
There is so much value in even the 
most common knowledge, that the 
pride of man is secretly gratified by 
the surprise of a stranger at objects 
which are familiar to us, even where 
that familiarity confers no merit on 
ourselves; and this is, perhaps, the 
secret charm, which, fortunately for 
travellers, makes their society court- 
ed in foreign countries, and which 
constitutes, in no small degree, what 
all of us have sometimes felt, the 
pleasure of showing the lions. There 
is, too, a vivid shrewdness which 
l^enerally accompanies the observa- 
tions of a sensible man on objects 
•which nre new to him, altogether 



unattainable by those whose percep* 
tions are already deadened by habit. 
We may hope then for instruction, 
as well as entertainment, in such 
society; and it is not irrational, ex- 
cept in the extreme to which it has 
been sometimes carried, that an 
Omai, a Bannelong, or any other 
far-fetched curiosity in human form, 
should be feasted by the great* 
courted by the fair, and attended to 
publick places by crowds of gaping 
observers. After all, however, on a 
mere savage, the wonders he wit- 
nesses are too many and too unin- 
telligible to make any distinct im- 
pression To him, a paper kite aod 
a balloon are equally miraculous; 
every step he takes is on enchanted 
grouiid; and, like a child who reads 
a fairy tale, he soon ceases to be 
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fturpii^ed at vooderft; because he 

jcxpectecl to meet with nothiog else, 
^nd because, in such a place^ such 
"wonders ^re puly natural.. Agaia» 
people care little for what is totally 
tbove their comprehension, and a 
savage would be more interested in 
1^ ironmonger's shop, than in aQ 
the curiosities of the British mu- 
seum, or all the magnificence of St- 
Paul's or Blenheim. With the Asist- 
tick, however, the case is different; 
lie brings with him a sufficientlv 
puUivaied judgment to distinguish 
between our customs and his own; 
a mind to which the objects he 
jneets with are not so new as to be 
incomprehensible, though they are 
8o differently modified in form and 
circumstances from those to which 
he is accustomed, that another plar 
.Bet could hardly produce a greater 
variety; it is a variety which he un- 
derstands and feels, and it is the 
same in kind (though from evident 
reusons, much greater in degree) 
i^s that which a European, pre- 
pared as he is, by hundreds of pre- 
cursors» and tens of hundreds of 
debcripiions, must ever experience 
op entering, for the first time, a Mo* 
iiammedan or Hindoo country. 

Accordingly* as no real oriental 
traveller had yet appeared, his place 
and character were eagerly assumed 
by European writers, Tv^ho, under 
the names of Turkish spies, am- 
bassadours of Bantam, and Chineri^ 
or Persian tourists, endeavoured to 
instruct, as impartial spectators of 
our European feuds and follies; or 
to amuse, by ridiculous oppositions 
of out manners and chai'acter with 
their own* That the experiment suc- 
ceeded* i? evident by the number of 
imitators which everv generation 
has produced; but still, amusing as 
they were, these Turks and Per^ 
aians wanted the charm of reality. 
They were Brigg's *' French beads, 
and Bristol stones," ih comparison 
Vith. the genuine treasure of Gol- 
coi d?; and the difference in interest 
Vas almost the same, a^^ betweex^ » 



view (jf .the great mogu} himse^ 

and the well*bi*ed sultan of a French 
tragedy, or an English masque* 
rade. 

The reality, however, prefigured 
by so many types, has at last made 
his appearance. A bona fide Moham- 
medan has produced a tour; and^ as 
luck would have it, this tour has 
appeared at a time, when all th^ 
.world, or at least all tlie idle part of 
it, was still on the stretch of curio^ 
sity, respecting bis excellency Mirza 
Abdul Hassan. 

Now, when the ladies had onci 
ascertained, by actual experiment^ 
the length of a Persian's beard, an4 
the texture of his skio and clothrngt 
when their minds were pretty well 
made up what to think of their for* 
jnidable guest, it was surely no un- 
natural desii^e to know that guest'l 
opinion of them. And as his excel* 
lency's sentiments ai'e not yet to be 
expected in English, it will no 
doubt be, in the mean time, accept- 
able to learn what was thought and 
said under almost similar circum- 
stances, by a man, who was every 
inch of him, as true a mussulmaii 
(as " catholick a devil," as Sancho 
Panza hath it) as if, like his afore- 
said excellency, he had bom creden- 
tials from the king of Iran and Tou- 
ran, and excited by his presence and 
supposed intrigues, the jealousy 
both of the eastern and western 
Cesar. This lucky coincidence has, 
we are afraid, even made the reality 
of our tourist suspected, and many 
have, too rashly classed him, without 
examination, with the Anacharsis of 
our continental neighbours, or out 
own ingenious Hidalgo Don Manuel 
de Espriella. In this, however, thejf 
have done Abu Taleb a great injus- 
tice; though not so learned as the 
first, nor so entertaining as the last 
of these gentlemen, he is, or rathelr 
was, a more substantial personage 
than either. Under the name of the 
Persian prince, he was seen and 
known in fieshly form in the several 
countries which h^ baa undertokeo 
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10 describe, and was generally al* 
lowed, in the words of Massinger's 
•fiorachia, 



-as absolute a Turk 



In all tliat appertains to a true Turk/' 

as any former candidate for publick 
notice. 

And it will be owned that few 
inhabitants of east or west, have 
g^one over so large or so interesting 
fi *ract of earth and sea. Reduced 
in his circumstances by events which 
he himself very modestly and briefly 
relates, and deprived, thotigh by no 
fault of his own, of an appointment 
which he held under our East India 
company, an opportunity was thrown 
in his way, of undertaking a jour- 
ney, which, to an oriental, must 
have appeared desperate; and which 
he began, as he informs us, in the 
comfottable hope, that in a voyage 
so replete with danger, « some ac- 
cident might cause his death; and 
thus deliver him from the anxieties 
of this world, and the ingratitude of 
mankind." Accidents, however, and 
elements were kinder than he ex- 
pected; and after visiting the Cape, 
St. Helena, and many parts of Ireland 
and England, he returned by France, 
luly, Constantinople, and Busserah, 
to his native province in India, where 
he was appointed once more collec- 
tor of a district in Bundelcund, and 
died in that situation in the year 
1806. 

During the latter years of his life, 
he prepared and digested his jour- 



The first misfortune whieh heM 
him on his expedition, was embark* 
ing on board a Danish vessel, man- 
ned chiefly by indolent, and inexpe- 
rienced Lascars, of whose filth, con- 
fusion, and insubordination he coin* 
plains most bitterly. 

•* The captain was a proud, self-suffi- 
cient fellow. His first officer, who wa9 by 
birth an American, resembled an ill-tem- 
pered, growling mastiir, but understood 
his duty very well. The second officei;^ 
and the other mates were low people, not 
worthy of behig spoken to, and quite ig- 
norant of navigation,"— vol. i. p. 22. 

After many days of suffering frorn 
/the united plagues of stinks, ba4 
provisions, and a cabin, ^ the very 
recollection of which makes him 
melancholy," he arrived at the Ni- 
cdbar Islands, where the usual phe* 
nomenon of refraction, by making a. 
fiat shore visible to the eye, tliough 
not to the telescope, and the usual 
solution of it by a ring in a bowl of 
water, excited his surprise. The ex- 
planation, however, does not, in his 
opinion, solve the phenomenon. Six- 
teen of the Lascars deserted here, 
and Abu Taleb himself was so much 
captivated with the « mildness of 
the climate, the beauty of the plains 
and rivulets^ and the kind of life 
which the men enjoyed, that he had 
nearly resolved to take up his abode 
among them." The passage of the 
equinoctial line, and the ceremony 
of dipping, are next described, anfl 
he saw what he had never before 



nal, in which he styles himself: (< The believed, numerous shoals of flying 
wanderer over the face of the earth, ^'' '' ^* ' ' 

Abu Taleb, the son of Mohammed 
of Ispahan, who associated with 
men of all nations, and beheld va- 
rious wonders both by sea and land;'* 
and which he commences with true 
oriental piety, by thanksgivings to 
God, the lord of all tiie world, and 
** to the chosen of mankind, the tra- 
veller over the whole expanse of the 
beavens [Mohammed] and benedic- 
tions without end on his desi^end- 
%nt«» dad coo^anions.'^ 



fish. He was disappointed at not 
finding a southern polar star, not 
any constellation which exactly cor- 
responded with the Ursa Minor or 
Major, and was astonished that the 
month of May, so hot in Bengal, 
should be so extremely cold in the 
antarctick hemisphere, 

*< On the 24th of May, we had a ri&fir 
of part of the continent of Africa, about 
^00 miles to the north of the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and altliough we had not tlie most 
disuut intention of goii^ on shore herc^ 
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yet the sif^t of land bronght tears into 
my eyes. While sailing* along the coast, 
yre had. frequent opportunities of seeing 
one of the wonders of the deep. Several 
fsh, called vfhales, approached so close to 
the ship that we could view them distinct- 
ly. They were four times the size.of the 
largest elephant, and had immense nos- 
trils, whence they threw up the water to 
the height of fifteen ya^rds." vol. i. p. 44. 

His voyage to the Cape was a 
dismal one. He had repeated storms 
to encounter, and his cabin was pla- 
ced between those of a corpulent 
and surly gentleman^ who when the 
ship roiled, rolled also, and of three 
crying and ill-tempered children; to 
whom, if he had known the poetry 
of Simonides, he would douttless 
have exclaimed with Danaa in a si- 
milar situation, " w^u C^t^ot.'* As it 
was, he thought of the verse of 
Hafiz, which did just as well; 

•* Dark is the night, and dreadful the noise 

of the waves and whirlpool. 
Little do they know df our situation, who 
. are travelling merrily on the shore." 

The miseries of a voyage he clas- 
ses under four genera, subdivided 
into many distinct species, of which 
we shall only mention « the impurity 
of being shut up with dogs and 
hogs; the necessity of eating with a 
knife and fork; and the impossibility 
of purification." On the whole, how- 
ever, he had ample reason to com- 
plain, and to advise his countrymen 
never to undertake a voyage, unless 
they have money to purchase every 
comfort; nor to embark, except in 
an English vessel. At the Cape, he 
was highly delighted with the neat- 
ness of the housesi the pavement of 
the streets, the shady trees, and the 
benches for smoking a pipe in sum- 
mer evenings; a custom which "ap- 
peared to him excellentt" 

" In short, the splendour of this town 
quite obliterated from my mind all the 
magnificence of Calcutta, which I had 
previously considered as superiour to any 
thing to be found between India and Eu- 
rope. In the sequel, I changed my opinion 
respecting the Cape; and, indeed, I may* 



say, that from my first setting out on this 
journey, till my arrival in England, I as- 
cended the pinnacle of magnificence and 
luxury; the several degrees or stages of 
which, were Calcutta, the Cape,. Cork, 
Dublin, and London; the beauty and gran- 
deur of each city effacing that of the for- 
mer. On my return towards India, every 
thing was reversed, the last place being al- 
ways inferiour to that I had quitted. Thus, 
after a long residence in London, Paris 
appeared to me much inferiour; for al- 
though the latter contains more superb 
buildings, it is neither so regular, so clean, 
nOr so well lighted at night, as the for- 
mer, nor does it possess so many gardens 
and squares in its vicinity; in short, I 
thought I had fallen from paradise into 
hell. But when I arrived in Italy, I was 
made sensible of the beauty of Paris; the . 
cities of Italy rose in my estimation when 
I arrived at Constantinople, and the latter ^ 
is a perfect paradise, compared to Bagw 
dad, Mousul, and other towns in tlie ter* 
ritory of the Faithful,'' voli. p. 64, 65. 

Of the Dutch, both mate and fe- 
male, Abu Taleb formed no favour, 
able opinion. He describes the men 
as low-minded and inhospitable, and 
more oppressive to their slaves than 
any other people in the world. The 
women, he stigmatizes at once as 
vulgar and immodest; but here we 
must allow a little for the prejudices 
of a Persian. The girls, who so 
much offended him, were, perhaps, 
only laughing hoydens, who would 
have been heartily frightened, had 
they known how he intei'preted their 
airs and glances. It may, however, 
be a useful hint to some females 
nearer home. Lord Valencia ima-? 
gines that Mohammedans confound 
all European ladies with nautch 
girh^ and it must be owned, that 
recent oriental travellers have had 
tolerably good reason for their mis- 
take. 

Among the various inhabitants of 
the Cape, he found " many pious 
good .Mussulmans, some of whom 
possessed considerable property;'^ 
with these, and in the hospitable 
society of die English officers (whose 
ladies, it is pleasing to observe, he 
excepts from the general scandal, 
arid compares to the elegant reserve 
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pf Iqdisp princesses; he passed hi» 
time pleasantly, though expensively. 
At length, being heartily tired of 
his Danish captain, who had cheated 
him. in every possible manner, he 
submitted to the loss of his passage 
money, and embarked the 29th of 
September, on board an English 
South Sea whaler. The superiour 
comforts of this ship he praises 
liigl^ly> though he still seems to have 
had some apprehensions; " it being 
the practice of Europe, that when- 
ever the ships of two enemies meet 
at sea, the most powerful carries 
his adversary with him into one of 
his own ports, and there sells both 
ship and cargo for his own advan- 
tage." 

Of St. Helena he gives one of the 
best descriptions we have yet seen; 
and relates to a fearful battle, which 
bis captain had, in a former voyage, 
sustained with a number of marine 
animals, « of a size between a horse 
and an ass, which they call sea- 
horses." He notices in his course, 
«the Fortunate Isles, whence the 
Mohammedans commence their 
longitude;" and the '< entrance into 
the Mediterranean sea, which runs 
east as for as Aleppo." And being 
driven by unfavourable winds from 
the English channel (the meaning of 
which term he explains, as well as 
that of « bay and sea") he anchored 
on the 6th of December in the cove 
of Cork. 

" We found here not less than 40 or 50 
vessels of diiFerent sizes, three of which 
were ships of war. The bay resembles a 
round basin, sixteen miles in circumfer- 
ence. On its shore is situated the town, 
which is built in the form of a crescent, 
and defended at each end by small forts. 
On one side of the bay, a large river, re* 
senibling the Ganges, disembogues itself. 
This river extends a great way inland, and 
passes by the city of Cork. The circular 
form of this extensive sheet of water, the 
verdure of the hills, the comfortable ap- 
pearance of the town on. one side, and the 
number of elegant houses and romantick 
cottages on the other, with the farmidable 
aspect of the forts, and so many large 
ships lying securely in the harbour, c©n- 
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yeyed to my mind such sensationv as I 

had never before experienced; ,«nd aU 
Uiough in the course of mv travels, I had 
an opportunity of seeing «ie bay of Ge- 
noa, and the straights of Constantinople, 
I do not think either of them is to be 
compared with Uiis." toI. 1. pp. 94, 95. 

Nor, though the cove on a nearer 
view disappointed him, did he fail to 
be delighted with the fertility of the 
neighbourhood, and the hospitality 
of the mistress of the postoffice, 
whose mature charms (for thoui^h 
the mother of 21 children, she bad 
still the appearance of youth) asto- 
nished the inhabitant of a country, 
where a woman is old at five and 
twenty. 

It is a pleasing circumstance in 
this Persian's journal, that in every 
pan of our united kingdom, he met 
with hospitality and kindness. He 
here left his vessel, and was pro- 
ceedbg to Dublm to wait on lord 
Comwallis, when he received a visit 
from an officer whom he had known 
in India, and who conducted him to 
his house m the neighbourhood of 
Cork, where, on an estate of a few 
hundreds a year, he was enjoying, 
as Abu Taleb assures us, more 
comfort and plenty than an English 
gentleman could in India, upon an 
income of a lack of rupees. At 
Cove, he had seen a spit turned by 
a do§^, but here tlie machinery for 
roasung was moved by smoke, and 
together with the dressers for hold- 
ing chba, and the pipes and arrange- 
ment of a steam kitchen, excited 
his warmest admiration. This officer 
had two fair neices, who, " during 
dinner,*' says the Mussulman, « ho- 
noured me with the most marked 
attention." 

« After dinner, these angpels made tea 
for us, and one of thera having asked me 
if it was sweet enough, I replied, that 
havnig been made by such hands, it could 
not but be sweet. On hearing' this, all the 
company laughed, and my fair one blush, 
ed hke the rose of Damascus." v. i. p. 103. 

We shall not follow him minutely 
through his journey by Dublin and 
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CheflMr, to LonAwi; we must hovr* 
ever observe, that in the former 
place, where ke spent some time, he 
first beheld the phenomenon of a 
ia.ll of snow, which greatly delighted 
him by its novelty, and that he was 

Siite reconciled - to the coldness of 
e climate, by the power it gave 
him to bear fatigue, and by the many 
advantages which it confers on the 
inhabitants; making, as he asserts, 
Ihe men vigorous, the 'women hand- 
some, and botli sexes open-hearted 
and sincere. " Boys and girls of fif- 
teen years of age, are here as inno- 
cent," in the Persian's opinion, " as 
the children of India of 5 <5r 6, and 
have no wislf beyond the amusement 
*f play-things, or the produce of a 
pastry-cook's shop." Nay, many 
grown persons of wealth and rank 
are, as he assures us, in an almost 
ftimilar predicament I 

« What I am now to relate, will, I fear, 
jiDt be credited by my countrymen, but is, 
■evertheless, an absolute fact. In thesis 
countries, it frequently happens, that the 
jlpnds and rivers are fVozen over; and tlie 
ice betngr of, sufficient streni^h to bear a 
great weight, numbers of people assem- 
ble thereon, .and amuse themaslvcs in 
dQoiinsr.^* vol. i» p. 147. 

On the whole, he seems more de- 
lighted with Ireland, than with any 
0ther place which he visited, and 
xnanifests a very natural preference 
•f the urbanity, good nature, ^and in- 
lelligence of these, his first Euro- 
pean friends, over all other nations. 
&>me of the traits which he men- 
tions are> indeed, really national, and 
allow in a strong light the peculiar 
character of that hospitable and 
l^d natured race; but it must not 
be forgotten, that here every thing 
was new, and that consequently all 
tlie amusements of which he partook 
were more attractive in his eyes. 
Here, for instance, he was first at a 
theatre, where he received the 
greatest entertainment from the ad- 
ventures of an « Ethiopian inagician 
called Harlequin,'^ Mr. Astiey's 
horsemanship, and Uie Panorama of 



Gibraltar, gare him gMs^deK'^f% 
but he was rather scandalized thali 
pleased with the estimation, ap« 
proaching to idolatry, in which sta^ 
tues of lead and marble «re held. 

"It is really Mtomahiog that peopit 
possessing so much knowledge and goQ[| 
sense, and who reproach the nobiiity of 
Hindoobtan with wearing gold and silver 
ornaments like women, should be thus 
tempted by Satan to throw aw^ay their md^ 
ney on useless blocks.*' Vol. i* p. 189. 

Of the meanness of the Ih^ bathf 
he bitterly complains; and though !)• 
expresses a pious hope that the fi^^li 
brush was composed of horse haiji^ 
yet a doubt seems lurking m hit 
mind, that its bristles were shoes 
from a less holy animal. He. noticed» 
on his road from Hoiyhead, Conwaj^ 
witli its suicient waMs resembling 
those of Allahabad; and Chesb&iz^ 
with the verandahs which line th^ 
prmcipal streets; and fm the ^di 
of Shaban,correi^Qding t» the 2lat 
of January, 1800, arrivied safe ill 
London, being, five days sliort of m 
lunar year from the .period of hia 
leaving Calcutta. v 

In London he appeavs to have 
chiefly remained during the rest o( 
his stay in England. He made, ia« 
deed, an excursion with some friends 
to Windsor, Oxford, and Bienheio^ 
and at the second of these places 
was greatly delighted with t\m 
10,000 oriental manuscripts in th^ 
Bodleian, and the different speci* 
mens in the anatomy school. Th^' 
publick buildings, he observes, are 
" of hewn stone, and much resem* 
ble, in form, some of the Hindop 
temples." , 

But not all these wonders, not 
oven the charms of Mr. Hastings's 
dairy uid farm yard, could long de* 
tain him from London, where, with a 
naivety almost equal to that of Mr» 
Ker Porter, " Cupid," he observes^ 
^ had planted one of his arrows in 
his bosom;" and whose ^heart-ai* 
luring damsels" he celebrated in » 
Persian ode, in whi^jii be asserts: 
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*« Weliave no longingr for the Tubah» 6? 

Sudreh, or other trees of Pafadise, 
We are content to rest under the shade of 
these terrestrial cypresaet** 

Abu Taleb seems, indeed, not* 
withstanding his horrour of hog's 
bristles, to have been soon very 
completely reconciled to the habits 
and liquors of infidels, and, ^ accord* 
ing: to the advice of the divine Ma- 
fias," to have given himself up to 
love and gayety. 

It may be well imagined, that the 
Head of a man, who had been so far 
•lated by the attentions of the pro- 
vincial beauties of Cork, would be 
completely turned by the blandish- 
ments of rank, fashion and luxury 
which surrounded him in London; 
and it is truly amusing to observe 
the complacency with which he re- 
lates how much his society was 
courted, while his « wit and Vcpar- 
tpes, with some impromptu applica- 
tions of oriental poetry, were the 
subject of conversation in the po- 
litest circles.'*— Poor Abu ! he little 
suspected that all the while he was 
only entertaining from the Caftan out* 
wards. 

In the middle, however, of dissi- 
pation, more serious studies were 
not neglected. He saw the tower, and 
the freemasons, and the Eidouranion, 
and the Irish giant; and amidst all 
tiye curiosities of the British mu- 
seum, selected, as most worth notice, 
the good woman whose forehead 
Was decorated with horns. And 
though the slight mention of the 
joys of Paradise, and his ready 
compliance with the use of wine, 
may be con)»dered as blots in his 
character among the True Believ- 
ers, yet, on the other hand, he takes 
care to inform those of his own 
&ith, that, in a conversation with 
an English bishop, he stoutly main- 
lidned the divinity of Mohammed's 
commission, .and almost, as he ima- 
«ned, persuaded his right reverend 
friend to embrace the tenets of Is- 
lam There are^ however, many bet- 
ter thuigs ia Us book) aiKl which 

Vo^. T. U 



really etmce an active aifd cmioui 
mind, bent on acquiring knowledge^ 
and, when acquired, i^le to digest 
it. The following ol»ervation would 
not be, perhaps, unworthy of the 
most civilized and phiiosophick • dei* 
scriber of the effects of Englisb 
mechanism^ 

•• On entering one of the extensive ma^ 
nufactories in England, the mind isat firttf 
bewildered by the number and variety of 
articles displaced therein; but after reco- 
vering: fi'om this first impression, and 
having coolly surveyed all the object* 
around, every thing appears eondUcteJ 
with so much regularity and precision^ 
that a person is induced to suppose one 
of the meanest cj^pacity mi^ht superintend 
and direct the whole process. WKatever 
requires strength or numbers, is effected 
by engines; if clearness of sight is want* 
ed, magrnifying glasses are at handf and 
if deep redection is necessary to combine, 
all the parts, whereby to ensure a unity of 
action, so many aids are derived from the 
numerous artists employed in the diffierent 
parts of the work, that the union of the > 
whole seems not td require aay great ex* 
ertion of genius." Vol. i. pp. 244, 245. 

In his miscellaneous observationa 
on the English character, education^ 
and form of government, we are 
often forcibly reminded of the Spa- 
nish worthy, to whose travels we 
lately alluded; and it is no slight 
praise to the author of that enter** 
taining work, that the sentiments 
which he gives to his hero are so 
nearly the same with those of a 
traveller to whom all was new. The 
praise which he lavishes on all the 
higher powers, however deserved, 
is not, perhaps, free from suspicion^ 
since at the time of publishing his 
Persian journal, he was still subject 
to British govemours, and still a 
candidate for British patronage* 
But the detail is curious; and though 
he taxes us pretty smartly with 
pride, philosophy (meaning atheism) 
and laziness (for which last vice he 
recommends as a cure, shorter meals 
and longer beards) yet the impres* 
sions which he evidently feels are 
most flaltecing to our oationt 
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It is» of course, impossible that ' 
his views of every subject shoxild 
be just; and ^-^e find, accordingly, 
that many misconceptions relating 
to laws, juries, and goyemment, are 
to be found in every part of his 
work; and when he compares a cer- 
tain honourable house to two parties 
of parroquets, scolding on opposite 
mango trees, it is evident that he 
describes from fancy. But though 
lie is often misinformed, he is sel- 
dom absurd; and, in trutli, we are 
not sure whether his journal would 
not be more entertaining, if it had 
more of the oriental leaven. The 
following observation, however, may 
be excepted fi^m this stigma. He is 
speaking of an unfortunate class of 
females, whom he considers as more 
numerous in London than the truth, 
we believe, will warrant. 

** The conduct of these women is ren- 
dered still more blamable, by their hir- 
ing lodgfings in, or frequenting streets 
which, from their names, ought only to be 
the abode of victue and religion; for in- 
Btance, * Providence street,' * Modest 
court,' *St. James's street,* 'St. Mar- 
tin's lane,' and * St. Paul's Church yard.' 
The firgt of these is one of the epithets of 
Cod, thp second implies virtue, and the 
•thers are named after the holy apostles 
•f tlie blessed Messiah. Then there is 
• Queen Anne street,' and * Charlotte 
street;' the one named after the greatest, 
the other after the best of queens. I, how- 
ever, think that the persons who let the 
lodgings are more reprehensible tjian the 
unfortunate women themselves.** Vol. ii. 
pp. 45, 46.' 

His summary of the last war, and 
«f the politicks of Eurppe, though 
not free from errour, is really, con- 
sidering his situation, extraordinary; 
and we rejoice that such an account, 
from an impartial quarter, of British 
heroism by land and sea, exists in 
the universal language of the East. 
I( would be, in our opinion, ap ob- 
ject worthy of an enlightened po- 
licy, by the aid of the press, to give 
currency in every possible manner 
^o the original, both in Persia and 
}{indoostan. There ar^ some few 



things which are offensive to Eng 
Ush nationality; but we may well- 
endure, that, where so much is said 
in our favour, some blame should be 
mingled; and, at any rate, a clear 
and sensible view of the manners of 
Europe, as it may tend to reconcile 
the nations of the east to a prepon- 
derance, which must be chiefly sup- 
ported by opinion, is of the greatest 
advantage to the country which has 
the greatest stake there. 

Of Paris, which the author next 
visited, as compared to London, we 
have already given his sentiments; 
but it is fair to own, that he ex- 
presses, in pretty strong terms, his 
preference of French to Englisk- 
politeness. He had complained be-< 
fore of our aversion to taking any 
trouble, even for a friend; and in this 
respect he says our neighbours are 
very superiour « to the irritable andt 
surly Englishman/' On the whole, 
however, he did not like a residence 
among them, and complains heavily 
of their idle, slovenly, and trifling^ 
habits, which he chinks will effec« 
tually prevent their gaining a supe-- 
riority over their insular neighbours. 
The women, too, he does not like: 
« They were painted to an excessive 
degree, were very forward, and 
great talkers.** Amorous as he con- 
fesses himself by nature to be, and 
easily affected at the sight of beauty, 
he never met with a FrenQhwoman 
who interested him. In the English 
charge des affaires then at Paris, he 
seems, if his report is correct, to. 
have had a tolerable specimen of 
the indolence, nonchalance, and ut«^ 
ter want of information, which to(» 
often characterize the young men, 
who fill that important ofiice. By 
his advice he was persuaded Usf 
abandon the usual road to Constan- 
tinople, through Germany and Hun^^ 
gary, for the more tedious course of 
Italy and the Mediterranean.. The^ 
ever-waking eye, which is turned s» 
wistfully towards the east, did not 
overlook our tourist; the scavans,* 
Langlais ^and De Sacy^ were en^^ 
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ployed to cultivate his acquaintance; 
and he received repeated invitations 
from Talleyrand, and at length from 
Buonaparte. Indisposition, however, 
{>revented his accepting them, and 
^e passed on by Lyons and Avignon 
lo Marseilles. During this journey 
he noticed the famous bridge of St. 
Esprit, as having been built by order 
of one of the Cesars; and in the 
diligence, between Avignon «nd 
Marseilles, witnessed a kind of bru- 
tality in his fellow passengers to a 
handsome Egyptian girl who was in 
the coach, which it is painful to 
conceive possible in any country, 
and which may be safely pronounced 
peculiar to France. Not content with 
t6e most licentious freedoms, they 
even snatched his cane, and struck 
her several severe blows with it. 
•Surely this was enough to make Abu 
Taleb recall his assertion of the su- 
periority of French politeness and 
<ftelicacy. 

Genoa, Leghorn, and Malta, are 
in their turn described. At the first 
of these places he gives us a natural 
testimony in favour of Italian mu- 
sick. Leghorn he did not like, and 
prays that *Hhe curse of God may 
light on such a city and such a peo- 
ple." 

At Constantinople he only found 
Ibur praiseworthy institutions; ^^ the 
boats"—" the horses kept for hire" 
•—"the publick fountains'*— and '<the 
several bazars for merchandise." 
Of. the Turks he says but little; his 
stay in Constantinople was short, 
and they and the Persians have no 
liking for each other. He allows 
Ihem, however, many amiable qua- 
lities; and, what is singular, does 
sot consider the power of their Sul- 
tan as absolute. 

TJie relation of his journey by. 
Amasia? Diarbekir, Mousul and 
Bagdad> is very brief, and not par- 
ticularly . interesting:— he was now 
among nations whose., manners and 
fikith were familiar to his country- 
men; and the only things which he 
appears to consider aa worth their 



notice, or his ownV^re tHe brines 
and tombs of saints on the road« 
Perhaps he was a lilMe anxious to 
efface, at the sepulchre of AH, the 
guilt of his compliances with infidel 
customs, on the banks of the Thames 
and the Liffey. He curses the Turks 
heartily for hereticks and soonys;. 
and notices a minaret which shakes 
and trembles at the name of AH, 
while it remains immovable* by all 
possible mention of Omar. There 
are, however, many particulars in 
this part of his work, worth the atten« 
tion of future travellers, who may* 
take this little frequented route; and 
we have not yet seen a more satis- 
factory account than Is here given 
of the Vahabies. The founder of this 
powerful sect, Abdul Vechab, it is- 
well known, forbad all worship of 
Mohammed, and all reverence to 
tombs and shrines sis idolatrous, and 
giving partners to God. He was, like 
the original impostor of Arabia, a 
warlike fanatick; and though his sou 
Mohammed, to whom he transmit* 
ted his authority, is blind, he is ably^ 
supported by an adopted brother of 
his father's, named Abd al Aziz, an 
extraordinary man, of gigantic k sta-. 
ture, and, though eighty years old» 
possessing all the vigour of youths 
which he predicts he shall retain, 
till the Vahaby religion is perfectly 
established over Arabia. 

" Although the Vahabies have collected 
immense wealth, they still retain th^ 
gi^atest simplicity of manners, and mode- 
ration in their desires. They sit down bn 
the ground without ceremony, content 
themselves with a few dates for their food* 
and a coarse large cloak serves them for 
clothing and bed, for two or three years. 
Their horses are of the genuine Nejid 
breed, of well known pedigrees; none of 
which will they permit to be taken out of 
their country." vol. ii. pp. 332, 333 

The successes and sacrilege of 
this « wicked tribe" grievously of* 
fend Abu T^eb, and he calls on the 
Sultan and the Shah to unite in 
repressing them. Both Sultan and 
Shfth^ however, have need, as it 
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shouid tic^tn, ^emselyes to tremble 
before them; and *tthe least of the 
servax)ts of Qod" (so this Eastern 
Pontiff styles himself) has written to 
both these monarchs, denouncing, 
^ in the name of God the conipas- 
siouate and merciful," fire and 
$word, and destruction on them and 
their impenitent subjects. 

What part they may yet be des- 
tined to perform, is only known to 
that wisdom, which seems to have 
&et apart the portion of the world 
where they are placed, as the theatre 
of , the* most-important scenes and the 
most singular revolutions. At Bus- 
serah, Abu Taleb quarrelled with 
the English resident, iind took a 
singular method of revenge, by 
^ writing a satirical poem on him," 
and repeating some of the lines in 
his hearing. On the other hand, the 
Englishman retorted, perhaps with 
reason, that Abu Taleb was spoilt 
H by the luxury and attentions of 
London, and that it was now impos* 
tible to please him." These bick- 
erings, after being carried on be- 
tween jest and earnest some time, 
were terminated by his departure 
for Bombay. After a pleasant resi- 
dence of some months in that island, 
^d an agreeable voyage m one of 
the Company's vessels, *^on the even- 
ing of the l5thRubby Assany, 1218, 
corresponding witli the 4th of Au- 
gust, 1803, he landed safely in Cal- 
cutta, and returned thanks to God 
fot" his preservation and sate return 
to his native shores." 

We have been hitherto so much 
engrossed with Abu Taleb himself, 
as to hfeive no opportunity of men- 
tioning Mr. Stewart, to whom we 
are obliged for these travels in their 
English dress. He assures us, in the 
pi*eface, that they are as literally 
translated as the nature of the two 
languages will allow, ami that he 
has only omitted some part of the 
potetry, and two discussions, one on 
anatomy, and the other on the con- 
struction of a hot-house, which, 
t^u^ firil^ of kifbrmaltan «o Ab^' 



Taleb's oriental leaders, be rightlf 
judged would be tedious to those . 
•who peruse him in Europe. To thia 
merit of fidelity, which, from Mr. 
Stewart's character, we are fully 
disposed to take for granted, may be 
added the praise of an easy, natural .. 
Eng-lish style, which makes, on the ^ 
whole, the Travels of Abu Taleb 
Khan not only a curious, but a ver^ 
agreeable present to the western 
world, for which we owe no trifling 
obligation to his ingenious transla* 
tor. T<» the work itself, indeed, we 
cannot help atuching a stronger 
interest, than the apparent abiliuei 
of Abu Taleb claim. It is the first 
description of European manners 
and character, which has, as far as 
we know, appeared in an oiienta) 
language; and if sufficient circulatioi^ 
be once given to this production ojf 
a Persian, and a descendant of Me* 
hammed [vol. ii. p. 245.] it is impost 
sible, from the novelty, and peculiar 
interest of the subject, that it should 
not become a common and fa.shion^ 
able study among the poHte an4 
learned of those climates. We have 
already hinted, that to England thii 
must be advantageous; but we de 
not stop here. When we conside^ 
the other circumstances of the east« 
it is probable that the improvement^ 
and knowledge thus revealed in part^ 
no longer coming under the sus** 
picious garb of the report of an ehc- - 
my and a conqueror, will excite a 
spirit of imitation among those, whe 
before considered the Europeans alf 
a race of warlike savages. '' On«5 ' 
effect will perhaps speedily follow^ - 
that other orientals will pursue the 
example of Abu Taleb in visiting - 
countries, where, though there are 
« giants,*' there are no man-catersj' 
where, though the sheep are withouj 
♦» broad tails," the mutton is confess 
sedly tolerable; and though the meet 
are « sellers of wine," the wometf 
are stately as the trees of Paradise. 
From such intercourse, goodwill 
must follow, and where a European' 
is how considered as accursed, h/t 
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witlnot) in future^ want protectors 
.or imitators. There is a possibility 
ofieven greater advantages* When 
we M itness^ as in the present tour, 
tlie revetence with which a Mussul- 
num has learnt to regard the foun- 
der of our religion; and when we 
consider that internal divisions are, 
at this moment^ weakening his at- 



tachment to his own pecnliflT tenets; 
there is a chance, which (if not 
spoiled by indiscreet zeal on the one 
hand, or selfish indifference on the 
other) will g^row stronger everyday^ 
that the cause of religion, as well as 
that of civilisation, may profit by our 
connexions with Asia. 



FROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 

Vtffoge in Gr^ee fait dans Us Annies 1803, 1804, &c. u e. Travels in Greece, performed in 
the Years 1803 and 1804, by J. L. S. Bartholdy; containing Details 6n the Mode 
of Travelling- in Greece and the Archipelago; a Description of the Valley of Tempe; 
a Delineation of the most remarkable Situations in Greece and the Levant; a Viev 
of tlie Condition of Turkey, and of the State of Civilisation among the modem 
greeks; a Journey from Negropont into several Parts of Thessaly, in 1803; and an 
Account of tlie War of the Inhabitants of the District of Souly against AU Vizir. 
^Translated from the German by A. du C. 2 vols. 8 vo. pp. 565. Paris. Price 11. 4t* 



SINCE Switzerland, Italy, and 
Sis^ily, the countries which formerly 
engaged the attention of touristSi 
h^ve been so frequently visited, and 
so- fuUy described, the traveller who 
is ambitious of novelty must direct 
bis steps elsewhere. Greece has ac. 
cordingly become of late years an 
pljject of great attraction. Although 
it .is devoid of that interest arising 
fr(»n modem works of art, which 
tendered Italy so inviting, and is 
inferieur to Switzerland in the stu« 
P^dous objects of nature, it has, 
notwithstanding, a powerful claim on 
thj^ attention of the traveller, from 
the variety of its natural beauties; 
from the vestiges, still apparent, of 
its ancient grandeur; and, above all, 
from the classick recollections which 
even a distant prospect of its shores 
cannot foil to revive. Great Britain 
bas long been noted for sending forth 
travellers, and her sons of the pre- 
sent age have taken the lead in 
visiting Greece, in the same manner 
^ .their countrymen, above half a 
century ago, were among tlie first to 
cltinb the glaciers of Savoy. 

Oi Geno^n traYeU«i?9>^e present, 



we believe, is the first work on 
Greece which has fallen into our 
hands; and we must acknowledge 
that its author has discovered no 
small -share of the national phlegm^ 
in his manner of passing sentence 
on the present inhabitants of that 
celebrated country. We find lierc 
none of those ardent effusions whicji 
might be expected to be poured forth 
on treading the soil of Socrates and 
Epaminondas;— iuone of those iiat* 
teiing resemblances between the 
modern Greeks and their ancestor^ 
which kindled the imagination, and 
drew forth the eloquent encomiums 
of Mons. Guys. Every thing from the 
pen of M. Bartholoy bears the 
stamp of unadorned reality, of deli- 
berate observation, and of a cold 
prudence which nothing can shake . 
from its fixed purpose. He has not 
given his narrative in the form of k 
journal, but has preferred the plan \ 
of a series of essays. He begins witli 
a nujnber of general observations on 
the manner of travelling, and on the 
nature of tlie accommodations Ia 
Greece, both in diet and lodgbg^ 
We. are .Qe^t presented with .a long 
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.descriflfion of the valley, or rather 
defile, of Tempe; which, although 
enclosed by lofty mountams, did not 
appear to our traveller so rich in 
picturesque scenery as the magnifi- 
cent representations of the poets 
would lead him to imagine. From 
Tempe, he proceeds to Asia Minor; 
and in enumerating its principal 
cities, he makes a few brief allu- 
sions, to the events of its ancient 
history. After having passed the Ar- 
chipelago, and given a detail of the 
scenery and climate of the chief 
islands, he arrives at Athens; in his 
account of which, he introduces a 
description of the remains of th« 
place of publick assembly for the 
citizens; and the volume is con- 
cluded by a view of the scanty ves- 
tiges of Mycense, with an essay on 
the private habits of the Turks. 
This people, he thinks, we judge too 
harshly; and he takes no small pains 
to relieve them from a portion of the 
odium which is attached to their 
character. We extract the passages 
relative to travelling, and give them 
as a favourable specimen of the 
book: 

" We no longer find any carriage-roads 
in Greece. Tl)08e which are mentioned by 
the ancients are generally in such a state, 
in the present day, that it is difficult to 
imagine how a carriage can ever have 
rolled over them. We often meet also 
with such awkward pai$ses, thatU prudent 
traveller will get oif his horse, which is 
particularly the case near Delphos, be- 
tween Scyon, ^leu)ea, and Argos; and on 
the sacred road from AUiens to Eleusis. 
At the same time, all these quarters ex- 
hibit occasional traces of the old roads. 
To travel on foot is not advisable, because 
the inhabitants, and particidarly the 
Turks, would take such a traveller either 
for a beggar or for a person wholly out of 
his senses; so that the only alternative is 
to go on horseback. It is common for inex- 
perienced travellers to take as a guard 
the janissaries of their respective consuls 
or ministers: but tl»ese janissaries are 
much despised by the Turks at large, on 
account of their frequent intercourse with 
Christians; and they have seldom m<ich 
courage, but a great portion of selfishness. 
It is a far better way to b^ accompanied 



by a Tartar, These people are full' of 
activity, perfectly acquiunted with the 
country, and have a certain degree of 
authority, from frequently appearing in 
the capacity of state-messengers, it is well 
known that they are not born in Tartarpv 
and that their designation of Tartar is 
merely nomin'al. The posts in Greece are 
very long, generally from twenty to thirty 
miles: but, if a traveller understands the 
wfty of stimulating his guide's pace, he 
geis on rapidly. The accommodations ibr 
travelling in Greece are very bad. Pro- 
visions are by no means abundant. Mutton 
and poultry are the most frequent arti- 
cles of diet; oil is served up instead of 
butter; rice also is common. In the season 
are likewise to be found eggs, honey^ 
dried figs, and the various fruits belong- 
ing to warm chmates, such as raisins, 
pomegranates, oranges, and apples. Sel- 
dom cherries, plums, or pears; and never 
gooseberries or strawberries. The Greek 
and Turkish cookery has great varieties, 
but is too much loaded with spices and 
fat We seldom see- a solid joint of meat 
on their tables: but every thing is hashed 
in small pieces, and boiled to rags, wbick 
suits very well with their mode of eatinf 
without either knife or fork. If the native* 
happen to use these instruments at any 
time for the sake of pleasing Europeans, 
they are observed to forget themselves 
every moment, and to substitute their 
fingers. As to tables, none are to be found 
in the Levant, unless it should acciden* 
tally happen that one had been imported. 
People even write on their knees. Neither 
have they any chairs, but they sit on 
couches placed all round the room. When 
the dinner hour arrives, a servant brings 
in a stool, which he places with the feet 
upwards; and a round tin plate, put on the 
top of the stool, makes the table. It stands 
about a foot from the ground; and in the 
way in which they sit, the guests are just 
within reach of the dishes. Cushions are 
placed around, and every one sits downi^ 
and crosses his legs. The servant then 
brings in a long, narrow table-cloth, whick 
he lays round the table, and of which each 
guest appropriates the part that is oppo- 
site to him. Next comes bread cut in smalt 
pieces, somewhat in the way in which we 
cut it for children; each person take* 
twenty or thii*ty slices, and places them 
before him. The dishes are next brought 
in, one by one, generally without a spoon^' 
even when there is sauce, in which the 
custom is to dip the bread; and ever|^ 
person puts his hand in the dish, and takes 
out whatever piece be Ukes. The most 
amusing «i|^ht id in. Uks easo sf poultry; 
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which, akhoagh alwajis over-boiled, it is 
jio easy matter to disjoint with the fingers. 
A Turk thinks nothing* of dipping his 
fingers into a plate of honey, so that this 
is not the country for a delicate eater, or 
an epicure to visit; and the wines in parti- 
cular would not suit him, since they have 
am unpleasant taste like rosin. However, 
at Smyrna and Constantinople, much good 
Mving is to be seen. / 

' •* In regard to lodging, the accommo- 
dation throughout the Levant is as poor as 
in diet. Between Smyrna and Ephesus, we 
were forced lo^ pass the night in an inn so 
badly sheltered fi'om the weather, that 
We had much difficulty in avoiding the 
rain. The adjoining apartment was a stable 
without a ck>or, and the camels put their 
heads very familiarly into our room. At 
Mauromati, the ancient Messene, which is 
n©w a wretched village* we were lodged 
in an old, deserted tower, where the> posts 
Tnere so rotten as to be likely to tumble 
otvcr.our heads. Insects also cause a great 
aanoyance to travellers: the sofas swarm 
withtliem;^ and the bugs also are exceed- 
ingly troublesome. At Athens, my fellow* 
traveller swung up his bed like* # haro- 
n^ck; and I had recourse to the expedient 
of changing every night the situation of 
n^ine. Gauze curtains should always be 
cjmried on a journey in this country. On 
lioa^d of ship, the annoyance from the 
insects is shocking. 1 never found it neces- 
sity ,to put on the Turkish dress, which 
is requisite only for those who travel in 
Egypt, Arabia, Persia, and Judea, where 
European clothing is a novehy. The ac- 
commodations, however, wiU increase 
with the number of travellers. The En- 
glish have hitherto been the principal visi- 
ters, and the title of milorde has conse- . 
^uently become generally applied to all 
gentlemen who do not happen to be phyi- 
flicians or. merchants. I often heard of 
I>utch and Swedish lords, and I passed 
fot a Prussian lord. At Patros, I saw one 
Achmet, who had a smattering of seve. 
rai European languages, and was accord- 
ingly styled a Turkish lord. Next to the 
EtigUsh, the Russians are the chief visiters 
•f Greece: united to the Greeks in reli- 
f^bus belief,, and feared by the Turks for 
their victories, they traverse the Turkish 
possessions like landholders visiting te* 
Hants, whose lease is drawing to a close. 

** One of the most unpleasant circum- 
stances, in travelling in the Levant, is the 
oblig;4tion of lodging in the houses of the 
Greek primates. A. traveller may comment 
on this custom without committing the sin 
of ingratitude, since these hosts have g^ne- 
r^j their interj^stia vie Wy und showth^ir 



dissatisfaction very significsoitly, when tht^ 
farewell present falls shoi-t of their e:^pec- 
tations. It must at the same time be ad- 
mitted, that many travellers seem to take 
a pleasure in forcing them to such con- 
duct, and in extinguishing even the sem- 
blance of disinterested hospitality, by 
treating the reception given to them as a 
duty, and by behaving to tlie master of the 
house as if he were a servant. The En- 
glish, in particular, are gfuilty in this, 
respect, of an intolerable degree of rude- 
ness; and only the servility which is conse- 
quent on long subjection, could create in 
the Greeks a disposition to put up with it, 
I met in my travels with one of these gen- 
tlemen, who was in the habit of addressing 
his Greek hosts in the most disagreeable 
and humiliating manner. If they com- 
plained of the Turkish yoke, he would say, 
* the present state of things is advanta- 
geous to England, and she does well in 
exerting herself to keep it up, since tho 
Turks are her faithful allies." 

It will scarcely be expected that 
a writer of so negative a character 
as Mr. Bartholdy. should join in 
ascribing to the modem Greeks that 
beauty of person, which several ^ of 
his predecessors in travelling have 
ranked among their inheritancejs 
ifrom their ancestors. He admits that 
the traveller seldom meets with bad 
shapes in that country, but he main- 
tains that the Grecian proBle, or in- 
deed extraordinary beauty of any 
kind, falls as rarely to the lot of the 
natives of these as of other regions. 
The Greeks, however, are not like- 
ly to suffer in this respect from the 
recent admixture of the Albanians; 
a robust and comely race, who form 
the best soldiers in the Turkish ser*- 
vice, and very naturally desire to 
turn their superiority, to account by 
appropriating to themselves a por- 
tion of the fair provinces in which 
they happen tb be stationed. Under \ 
such a government as the Turkish,' 
where every thing is decided by: 
dint of force, it is no wonder that 
these- hardy mountaineers should 
•hive made considerable progress in 
assuming possession of the plains 
of Egypt, or the fertile valleys pf 
Greece, 
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The few temains of Grecian ar- 
chitecture, which have survived the 
waste of time and the ravages of 
barbarians, are, after Athens, to be 
found at Nen>ea, Mycenae, Corinth, 
Messene, and Phigalea. These have 
either escaped the notice of M. 
Bartholdy, or have been described 
by him with an unsatisfactory bre- 
vity: but, in treating of Athens, he 
rises to a degree of animation which 
we do not often discover in the 
<?ourse of his work. We transcribe 
this passage, together with some 
others, in which he communicates 
his observations on the general as- 
pect of the country throughout 
Greece: 

** The traveller who visits Greece must 
not expect to find tliere, as in modem 
. Italy, the enjoyments of life; he will see 
only Greece herself. * Tliere remains for 
us/ says Winckelman, * a shadow only 
of the object of o\\r wishes: but we are 
not the less desirous of recovering what 
ii^e have lost. We turn over every stone, 
and our researthes lead t^ probabilities 
approaching to certainty^ and which are 
more instrootive than the accounts thstt 
have been left by the ancients; accounts 
which, except a few descriptions, are con- 
Imed to historical narratives.' Every tra- 
veller should bear in mind this passage, 
that he may keep himself out of bad hu- 
mour at the sight of the apparently insig- 
nificant ruins of Delphoa, Uelosy Olympian 
imd Sparta. Athens alune is an exception; 
ft particular Providence seems £o have 
watched over her. She has preserved a 
part of her monumenti* of art; she displays 
them still with splendour; and would to 
God that lord Elgin had not, by stripping 
the Parthenon, given a sanction to Aiture 
violations. Throughout Boiqtia, Phocis, 
liocris, I'beasaly, Eubaeat Acarnania, , E- 
tolia, and Epirus, I cannot record a sin- 
gle architectural work in a state of pre- 
servation, nor even a single column which 
stands erect. 

<* Th^ climate of Athens is the healthi- 
est mildest, and purest in all Greece. 
Tlie clearness of the atmosphere, which 
is exempt from all moisture, permits the 
view to extend to the utmost range of the 
ey.'^; and so favourable is it to the preser- 
vation of works in sculpture anc* architec-' 
ture, that the ruins iiave still the gloss 
fintl polish of newly finished works. No 
corrosion nor traces of the influence of the 
•e^i-sir are visible^ nor is any part crum- 



bling into dast. On the other hand, they 
want the dark and venerable tinge of the 
Uoman ruins, and the tufted grass which 
binds itself round the latter; a circum* 
stance which may probably be owing to the 
less porous nature of the marble. It would 
exceed m' powers to describe the delight- 
ful prospects from Mount Hymettus, 
frnm the Acropolis, and fi^m the ruins of 
the castle of Phyle, whence the Atheni- 
ans saw that liberty re-enter which the 
Spartans had banished from their city. 
The description of these prospects would 
be attended with the greater difficulty, be- 
cause they consist in lines tmd contours^ 
which baffle delineation; for the mountains 
are bare and yellow-coloured, as in Pro- 
vence, to which, indeed, Attica has been, 
not inaptly, compared. 

" Tn consequence of the hard and stony 
quality of the soil, most of the remains of 
antiquity at Athens are still entirely above 
ground. At the temple of Theseus, for 
example, the building does not seem to 
have sunken above an inch; while at Rorne^ 
on the contrary, it is a work of considerable 
labour to disengage the' base of the Co- 
losseurtf, and of the triumphal arch of 
Constantine, from the surrounding earth. 
til some parts of Athens, however, ther6 
must have been a consideratble sinking) 
and discoveries of sculpture may be ea^ 
pected to reward those who will undergv 
the labour of clearing away the earth. 

•• The olive, we are told by the anci* 
ents, was^he finest present which Minerva 
could make to her favourite people, aud- 
it still forms the riches and ornament of 
Attica. A forest of a league in length, all 
consisting of olives, extends along the 
pliiin^ covering the tract which was for- 
merly occupied by the Ceramicus, the aca« 
demy, and the gardens of the philoso* 
phers. Its direction is trom northeast ta 
southwest. The sacred road of Eieashi 
filled with the relicks of tombs and an* 
cient monuments, leads to this delightful 
^alk, in which also several other. pixtYm 
terminate. Nowhere are fimer olive trees 
to be seen tl)an here; scarcely can ttipse 
of Palermo, or of the rjver of Genoa, btf 
compared to them; their strength appeart 
inexhaustible and their youth perpetual^ 
and they incessantly produce new bi*ancfak 
es and new suckers. It should also be 
mentioned that nowhere are greater pain* 
bestowed on the cultm-e of the olive. The 
modern Athenians have a kind of conntry 
houses in this forest: but they are nothing 
more then small, square towers, containing 
a single room, in which a whole family 
crowds itself This small apartment is at 
the top; snd is catered by a steep UddeFi 
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the Itn^^-plftce being shut with a trap- 
door, for the sake of safety against any 
unforeseen attack. 

" The lllssus at Athens is in summer a 
small stream, and is reduced almost to 
nothing by being tuned off to water the 
gardens of the citizens. Even the most 
celebrated rivers of Greece are deficient 
in beauty; their banks being often bsire; 
their waters troubled; and their size equal 
only to our rivers of the third or fourth 
rate. Such are the Asopus near Thebes, 
the Sperchius near Thermopylae, and the 
Alpheus of Elis. Tlie Peneus, which tra- 
verses the celebrated vale of Tempe, is 
far from being a clear, transparent stream. 
The Achelous, the king of Acamania, is 
tlie only Grecian river which presents a 
striking spectacle by its width and impe- 
tuosity. The most limpid of them are the 
Eurotas of Laconia and the Pamisos of 
Messenia, which is a beautiful river 
through its whole course. It is remarka- 
ble that, while the Greek towns have in 
general preserved the ancient names with 
very little alteration^ the names of their 
iivers have frequently undergone a com- 
plete change. The Sperchius is now the 
EUada; the Eurotas is the Iris; the Ache- 
loiis, the Aspropotamos; the Alpheus, the 
Bofeo. The ancient names of their cele- 
brated wells and springs are likewise lost 
in- oblivion, with the sole exception of the 
Athenian Callirhoe. Of the Grecian lakes, 
only a few afford picturesque scenery. 
The lake of Acherusia has a wild and un* 
cultivated appearance, except towards the 
town of Janina. It is singular that, in so 
hilly a country, we can hardly find a ca- 
taract that deserves the name. In Arcadia, 
the water-falls are inconsiderable, and the 
celebrated Castalian fountain forms a cas- 
cade only in winter. The abundance 
of water in Greece has progressively led, 
in the neglected state of cultivation, to 
the formation of marshes and stagnant 
pools; so that Larissa, Sparta, Argos, 
Corinth, and the banks of the Alpheus, 
Vut above all, Patras, are affected with 
epidemicks. 

" Of the Grecian prospects, the most 
striking are those of Attica; and next, 
those of Thessaly, particularly the neigh- 
bourhood of Mount (Eta. The country 
around Sparta unites abimdance with 
beauty, and possesses, likewise, the advan- 
tage of a fresh colouring, as well as the 
fbggy Boeotia, and Arcadia so fei*tile in 
springs, which next to Acarnania is the 
most abundant in wood of any part of 
Greece. Parnassus is a fine mountain: but 
the groves of Helicon exist no longer. 
Messenia is a rpmantick reglot); particu- 
Vot. V, o 



larly if viewed from the height'of Ithom/ 
towards the plain of Steniclerlos, or the 
banks of the Pamisos and the Neda. 
From a convent near Messene, situated on 
a height opposite to Mount Evan, is an 
exquisite sea prospect; and in Phocis we 
have a very striking view, in that part 
where the road fi*om Delphi to Libadla 
forms a kind of fork, and where tradition' 
says that (Edipus embrued his hands in 
his father's blood. T^e ruins still visible 
there are probably those of the tomb df 
Laius; and large masses of stones are 
scattered around. — ^He who travels in 
Greece should pay particular attention tp 
the rivera, springs, and wells. It often 
happens, as at Athens, that the situation 
of ancient villages may be traced by the 
wells, or by the mason's work around 
them* The stream of Persea runs, at the 
present day, on one of the eminences of 
Mycenae, with the same freshness and 
clearness as in former ages, when Perseus 
is said to have made it spring from the 
mushroom which he had plucked, and 
which seems to have given a name to this 
celebrated city." 

Volume II. is divided into three 
parts; the first treating of the state 
of civilisation among the modern 
Greeks; the second, describing a 
voyage from Negropont to Thessaly^ 
with an account of the city of La- 
rissa; and the third relating the 
sanguinaiy war between Ali Pacha 
of Janina and the inhabitants of the 
mountainous district of Souly. In 
our late account of Mr. Leckie's 
Historical Survey (vol. lix. p. 283) 
we mentioned that a Greek of the 
name of Koraea was retained at 
Paris by BuonafiartCy as a fit instru- 
ment, to be brought forth in due 
season, for the purpose of excitini^ 
his countrymen against the Turkish 
yoke. This gentleman, whose name 
the French with their usual prompti- 
tude in new-modelling foreign ap- 
pellations, have metamorphosed into 
Coray, discovers a vehement desire 
to exalt his countrymen in the opi- 
nion of foreigners, and wishes the 
world to believe that they are rege- 
nerated, and ripe for the enjoyment 
of liberty. These assertions are 
stoutly resisted by M. Bartholdy, 
who enters into a variety of details 
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to show the ignorance and frivolity 
of the modern Greeks; pursuing 
the at'guments through a string of 
extracts from M. Koraea and rejoin- 
ders from himself, to a degree of 
prolixity which, we apprehend, has 
put the patience of all his readers 
to a severe test. We decline to 
enter on this controversy; which 
indeed, may be cut short in M. Bar- 
Tholdy's favour, by the obvious 
remark that it is impossible for any 
(lation, so long subjected as the 
Greeks have been to despotick 
government, to be in the state of 
improvement that is described by M. 
Kqraea, 

We conclude our extracts from 
these travels with the author's ob- 
servations on the pernicious influ- 
cnceof the ecclesiasticks in Greece, 
and on the consequent degradation , 
of literature in that country, which 
was so long the fountain of know- 
ledge to the rest of the world: 

** After the fill of Constantinople in 
1453, g great number of Greeks moved 
westward to Italy, and established themi 
selves, some as grammarians, and others 
a# translators of their classicks; but the 
whole number did not afford a single emi* 
^nt genius or artist, in the true sense of 
the "word. The same may jae said of the 
Greeks of the present day, whose great 
misfortune is their subjection to an igno- 
rant and superstitioits clergy. The influ- 
0nce of this clergy is employed to excite 
a general hatred against other religions, 
especially the Horaan Catholick; and they 
are always ready to g' ant absolution to 
those of theiy tjocks who either liave de-, 
ceived or meian to deceive the members of 
that cqramunion. In other cases, when 
they are disposed to make their hearer* 
pay more dearly for indulgences, tlip 
penance imposed is generally the building 
pr th,e repair of a church. Avcordingly, 
the nun>bj2r pf relig-ious edifices in several 
pf the inlands is prodigious A general be- 
lief prevails that severe fasts constitute 
the chief part of pur duties, and the 
Greeks, therefore, accustom their children 
to tli^se ;ibsurd cerejitonies, from their 
tenderest \eais. Simony is currently pracr 
^ised in Greece, and, as the bi shops an4 
archbishops have generally paid heavily 
for their several dignities, they indemnify 
themselves by all kinds of extortion. The 
l^tttUAi hatred of the iwo sects, the Qreeka 



and RomaiHst»» Is extreae; And M. Se 
Favio has said with truth, that the first use 
which the Greeks would make of their 
recoveFed freedom, if left to themselves^ 
would be a religifms war. The Turks ai-e 
most vigilant in turning these dissensionB 
to their own advantage, by extorting mo- 
ney from both parties.— The monks of the 
Greek church practise every sort of irnpo* 
sition; they are the bloodsuckers of the 
people, and find means at all times to ap- 
propriate to themselves whatever is best 
of its kind. They have been compared to 
the Franciscans and other mendicant of« 
ders of the Catholick church, but with 
great injustice to the latter. 

" Altl)ough the literature of the modem 
Greeks has been enriched bytranshttions 
of the most useful foi'eign works, yet the 
number of books in Greece itself is very 
small Such as thei*e are, they are general- 
ly theological, and the principal sale is m 
tlie islands. No booksellers exist in Greece; 
nor is there a good printing office in the 
Levant, not even in Constantinople. The 
medical men in Greece make a > mere 
traffick of their profession, and act the 
part of quacks. 

•* Much ridieulous family pride prevails 
among the Greeks. Exclusively of their 
claims to distinction from descent, ^they 
make a pretension to consequence on the 
score of employment in the service of 
European nations; and to be a consul, or 
viceconsid, in a port however irtii^gnifi- 
cant, is a magnificent distinction. A fiag^ 
is displayed before the house of the per- 
aoK.in question, and renders it inviolsd>le. 
Monsieur Paul, at Patras, is consul or 
vice consul to eight different nations i and» 
as he wears a Kuropean dress, he appears 
to day in one uniform and to morrow in 
another. He gives, however, a preference 
tp the Spanish dress, on account of it* 
scarlet lace. Nothing is of such import- 
ance in the Levant as to meet with com- 
plaisant and active men in the capacity of 
consuls, an4 nothing so unpleasant as to 
be concerned with foolish, proud^ or m)» 
fish men in this situatioi^. The French 
and Russian pqnsuls are generally well 
chosen. The French government make! 
it a rule to appoint native Fi*enchmen in 
all ^eapoTts of any consequence. The 
Russian goverument sometimes appoints 
foreigners, but seldom Qreeks, and always 
men who have a vigilant eye to its interest^ 
and aix: approved both by character and 
by services. The English exercise less 
precaution in the choice of their consuls, 
and in consequence are sometimes very, 
ill served, 
' ^« AmoHgr tjxe Greek primjites, witit 
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WhomtfaveHevs find it necessary to lodge, 
only a very small proportion possess culti- 
vated minds. I have always met with most 
kindness and good sense among the poorer 
ecclesiasticks« and have Consequently prfe- 
ferred to take up my quarters with them. 
One of the most remarkable traits of the 
Greek character is their superstition; they 
are perpetually thinking of the power of 
witclicraft; and Europeans travelling in 
Greece ai*e incessantly annoyed by people 
usRing directions for the discovery of 
liidden tr^^asm-es, or offering their ow*i 
•ervices to aid in effecting those discove- 
Xie«» which .they believe to be the sole 
object of nxhch distant journies, The 
Greeks are habituated to walk in the sha- 
dow of those whom they wish to injure; 
and they drive nails into" their shoes, and 
bury them under a heap of stones, after 
lia¥ing pronounced the words of the curse 
which they washto kifliet on their enemied. 
iThe women.at Athens ju« accustomed to 
alide down a certain rock, as a remedy for 
barrenness. To cure sick or ill shaped 
fchildren, they are in the habit of dragging 
them by moon light across a kind of ca- 
vern, in the neighbourhood of what is 
Cidled the prison of the Areopagus; and 
40 Ai'C«dta, it IS customary to kill kids and 
iambs on particular days, for the sake of 
drawing inferences from the state of their 
bones and entrails, particularly from the 
shoulder bone. • 

- " 7^ passionate fondness of the ancient 
iireeks for the exercise of dancing has not 
disappeared among their posterity, wIjo 
omit no opportunity of gratifying thew 
predilection for th is exercise. Subj ugated 
nations in general adopt the fashions of 
their conquerors, but Greek vivacity has 
Jievep been able to imbibe the ayewions 
■which tlie Turks entertain for all meaisured 
movements, or rather tor all movements 
Vhich are quicker tiian the necessity of 
the case requires. The national dance of 
the Greeks is regarded as an imitation of 
that of the Labyrinth introduced byThe- 
^ettSj and is extremely simple. The dan- 
eers move uniformly in a circle,in cadenced 
Ateps, holding each other by tlie hand, but 
never quitting tlte ring; and the only 
change consists in the leader (who is re- 
lieved from time to time) quickening or 
slackening the step, and extending or nar- 
rowmg the oireie. The Greeks dance at 
«U hours and in all places, whether in a 
tavern, in a street, or on ship-board." 

Were the whole, or even the 
greater part, of this work equal in 
merit to the extracts which we have 
made, from it, it would deserve to 



occupy a considerable rank among 
books of travels: but, unfortunately, 
we discern several symptoms of 
passages being introduced for no 
other purpose than that of swelling 
the book beyond its iegitfhiate size. 
The war of Ali Pacha against th6 
inhabitants of the mountainous dis- 
trict of Soyly, and the extracts from 
KoracH and from FAon^ appear to us 
to come under this description. In 
these, as well as in several other 
parts, the information is of very 
subordinate interest, and might have 
been compressed into much smaller 
space. These transgressions are to 
be found chiefly in the second vo- 
lume: but throughout the book vari- 
ous instances of insignificant detail 
bccur; and the translator's prefdce 
is expressed in that style of hack- 
neyed puff, which cannot fail to ex- 
cite the suspicion of persons who 
are conversant with the artifices of 
the Parisian booksellers. All these 
expedients to augment the size of 
the work form so many deductions 
from its value as a literary perform- 
ance, and reduce it to a kind of 
micdle rank among the publications 
of the day.— It contains several small 
engravings, which are chiefly repre- 
sentations of the persons and dresses 
of the inhabitants of different parts 
of Greece. They are plain, and with- 
out pretensions to elegance of exe- 
cution: but they are, notwithstanding, 
very useful in conveying a clearer 
idea of the objects delineated, than 
could have been furnished by any 
description. The original designs 
were sketched by M. Grofiiusy the 
traveller's companion in his tour 
through Greece. He may be a very 
worthy man; but his imagination does 
not seem to soar any higher thaa 
that of M. Bartholdy His designs 
embrace no landscape, and indeed 
no ornamental subjects whatever; 
and his taste appears to be of the 
domestick kind, and to confine itself 
to the familiar and homely objects of 
coimnoa life. 
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fvya^es dana /' Jm^vigue M^ridioiiale, &c. i. e. Travels in South Americat by 
Don Felix de Azara. 

Concluded from vol. iv. p. 295. 



THIS intelligent author's remarks 
on the principal rivers, wliich he had 
occasion to survey, are extremely 
interesting. The Paraguay, at As-^ 
sumption, virhen at its lowest level, 
is 1332 Parisian feet in breadth, and, 
at its ordinary height, discharges 
196,618 Gubick toises of water per 
hour. Its periodical rise commences 
about the end of February, and gra- 
dually «nd equally continues till the 
end of June, when it again begins to 
fall, and decreases by the same gen- 
tle gradations. The Parana, at its 
junction with the Paraguay, is esti- 
mated as equivalent to a hundred of 
the largest rivers in Europe. Having 
united with the Uruguay, it forms 
the Plata, which is reckoned the lar- 
gest river in the world, and which is 
probably equal to the aggregate of 
all those of Europe. The Sills of the 
Parana are described in a manner 
which will not bear abridgement, 
but which imparts animation and 
grandeur to the general picture. 
From the shon account which is 
here exhibited of the ports on the 
Plata, wc may infer that Maldonado 
is at once the most capacious and 
the. most secure, though it is shel- 
tered only to the leeward of the 
island of Gorriti. . 

Scarcely seven pages of text are 
allotted to the fislies, among which 
the traveller, strangely enough, in- 
dudes land-crabs and turtles. The 
former ho very unphilosophically 
supposes ta have been originally 
created in the various districts which 
the rac0 at present occupies, as he 
ascribes the production of a parti- 
cular eel to equivocal generation. Of 
the few species of fishes to which 
he alludes, not one is so deiined as 
to be recognised by scientifick na* 



turalists; and he will not, we believci 
have many European readers who 
will reckon themselves the wiser for 
being told that the Plata {ODduces 
manguruyHsj surubys^ fiaeiu^ ftaiy»f 
fiejcesreyetf^ and mojarrieas. If thh^ 
nomenclature be hard of interpre- 
tation, the following case of two 
beheaded turtles is not less hard t» 
believe: » x observed," says the au» 
thor, (^ with astonishment that they 
escaped, and leapt into the river, 
without reappearing On the strrface, 
and with as much rapidity, regula- 
rity, and address, as if they had 
never lost their heads. This fact 
may supply matter of reflection to 
the learned; and some, perhaps, may 
be inclined to explain it on the prin- 
ciples of galvanism: but we should 
recollect that the procedure of these 
turtles was not limited to a nmscu- 
lar movement of the limbs, like that 
of frogs and other animals subjected 
to experiment, but that they acted 
with method and even with reason; 
for I observed, also, that they turn- 
ed towards the water, as if they still 
retained the v^Lsontng faculty^ 
though deprived of their heads." 

The wild and the cultivated vege- 
tables of these countries are discus- 
sed in two separate chajiters, but ia 
6uch a vague and rambling manner, 
that the botanbt finds himself, con* 
stantly tantalized by general and 
provincial names, which the editor 
is either unable or unwilling to refer 
to their proper synonyms. The cha- 
racter of the prevailing vegetation in 
the plains appears to be nearly uni- 
form, and even of a somewhat nooniH 
tonous aspect; consisting, if we 
rightly comprehend the author's 
meaning, of prramineous plants, two 
or three feet high, which completely 
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cdncealthe soil: while, on the Bra- 
zilian frontier, where the country 
is checkered by elevations, a dif- 
ferent race of plants, of a singu- 
larly, hoary appearance, diversifies 
the scene. Different species of Agave 
abound in low and humid situations; 
and, beyond the 40th degree of lati- 
tude, the whole vegetable Ungdom 
^eems to partake of the saltness of 
the soil. When the herbage has be- 
4:oine rmak and dry, it is often pur^ 
posely burned, to give birth to a more 
tender and d^icate pasture; and the 
conflagration, which is propagated 
by the wind, is arrested only by green 
woods, rivulets, or roads. The author 
iraveiled over an extent of plain of 
upwards of two hundred leagues, to 
the south of Buenos Ayres, which 
had been previously subjected to a 
single act of combustion, and over 
which the new herbage began to 
spring*. Multitudes of insects, rep« 
liles> and small quadrupeds perish in 
these extensive burnings; and even 
horaes are often involved in the ge* 
neral destruction, because they want 
courage to pass over the flames. 

'Not satisfied with noting the 
•change of vegetable produce which 
takes place., in consequence of the 
regular depasturing of herds and 
flocks, or of the settlement of fami- 
lies on tracts which were formerly 
uninhabited, the author recurs, in a 
triumphant tone, to< his favourite hy- 
pothesis of local, multiplied, and re- 
cent acts of creation. Yet, surely, the 
least violent mode of solving the 
pfaenomeuon is to suppose tliat the 
-seed lay imbedded in the soil, but 
did not germinate, till placed in cir- 
cumstances requisite for its deve^* 
lopment; such as exposure to the 
influences of the atmosphere; con* 
tact with a particular modification of 
soil; the presence of certain kinds of 
.manure; a chang^e in the depth of its 
position, £cc. We are not furnished 
with sufficient duta to warrant the 
inference that the suspension of ve- 
.getable life, in. situations debarred, 
from the essential stimuli of growth, 



determines in any assigriabte pe« 
riod. 

In the whole tract of country 
which extends from the Plata to the 
straits of Magellan, scarcely a 
tree or a shrub exist* Near the Spa- 
nbh frontier are found viznag-as, a 
species of large, wild carrot, and 
thistles; which, with the bones and 
fat of cows and mares, constitute the 
only fuel. At Buenos Ayres and 
Monte Video, peach trees are pur- 
posely planted for fii*ing, and used' 
«s such with bones and fat. Chaco* 
on the contrary, contains extensive 
woods and orange groves. In the 
native forests, the species are so di* 
versified, that a. person may some- 
times traverse a considerable quan- 
tity of surface before he meets with 
twelve individuals belonging to the 
same kind. Several of the treesf 
w1iichat*e indigenous to Paragu^, 
furnish a more compact, solid, and 
desirable timber than any that is 
produced in the forests of Europe. 
Various qualities, either of an un- 
common or a useful description, are 
here attributed to diflerent spedes: 
but the constant recurrence of In- 
dian or Spanish names, and the total 
absence of scientifick characters, 
renders these notices of very little 
benefit to the publick. 

The leaf called the Paraguay herb 
is the produce of a tree, . or rather 
large shrub, which g^ows wild in the 
woods; and which, according to Mo- 
Una, is the Psoralea glandulom of 
Linn^* To render it fit for the pur- 
poses to which it is destined, the 
leaves are. slightly heated, by draw- 
ing the branches through the flame 
of a common fire. They are then 
toasted, and afterward bruised, so as 
to keep, when closely pressed; for 
they have no very pleasant flavour 
in the fii^st stage of preparation. In 
1726, the quantity prepared, was 
only twelve thousand five hundred 
quintals, and it now amounts to fifty 
thousand. A handful of the leaves 
beiing put into a cup, or a small pip- 
kia> it is filled with very hot water; 
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which is immediately drawn into 
the mouth by suction, through a 
small tube, pierced at the lower end 
with small holes, which retain the 
leaves, and allow only the liquor to 
pass. Some persons sweeten the 
infusion with sugar. The people 
drink it at all hours; and the daily 
consumption oT each inhabitant is 
averaged at an ounce. A workman 
can gather and prepare one, and 
sonieti?nes even three, quintals (or 
hundred weights) in a day. 

With regard to cultivated vege- 
tables, the produce of wheat, wine 
and tobacco, which formerly was 
very considerable in Paraguay, has 
been nearly annihilated by the natu- 
ral indolence of the inhabitants, and 
the injudicious interference of go- 
rernment. The cotton and sugar 
crops are also of very inconsiderable 
a|nount, and they are liable to be 
injured by the first approaches of 
cold; the Jatrofiha manihot is suc- 
cessfully cultivated, and yields both 
farinaceous food and excellent starch. 
Varieties of maize and batiatas like- 
wise prosper. Almond and plum- 
trees grow rapidly, and display a 
great profusion of blossoms, but 
produce no fruit. The pears are indif- 
ferent, and the cherries scarcely 
eatable; but oranges, figs, pomegra- 
nates, bananas, 8cc. are excellent and 
abundant. 

Under the seventh chapter, which 
treats of insects, the number of spe- 
cies particularized is extremely li- 
mited, and the author's ignorance of 
entomology requires the frequent 
correction of his editor. Some of the 
matters of fact, however, which M. 
»E Az\RA himself observed, are 
well calculated to amuse even the 
uninformed reader. Of a small spe- 
cies of ant^ for example, we are told 
tiiat they act in concert, ajid move in 
firocession, when any of their senti- 
nels announce- a discovery of meat, 
and especially of sugar or comfits, 
which they prefer to all other food. 
These articles are sometimes pre- 
served by being put on a tabley of 



which each foot is placed in a& 
earthen vessel^ filled with water. 
Yet, says the writer, « I have seea 
these ants, by clinging to one ano* 
ther, form a bridge, of an inch ia 
breadth, and a palm in length, along 
which the others passed.. U you sua^ 
pead the table, or the board,' the a&tt 
climb up the wall to the ceiling, tiU 
they reach the cord, which enables 
them to descend to the sugar, &c. I 
have myself attempted to keep them 
off by wrapping the feet of the tabl^ 
roimd with wool or horse-hair, witbi^ 
out success. Nothing but soft tar 
prevents their passing. The awe^lr 
meats must also be placed in a re* 
mote apartment; for these ants will 
not, in that case, soon discover themi 
but if one ant be inadvertently left 
in the room, it immediately informs 
the rest, which follow it in a body." 
A still more' destructive; species U 
distinguished by its offensive .odoi|i^ 
and by suddenly issuing from its re* 
treat during the night, and overroii* 
ning the fioors, walls, and cieling of 
an apartment, two days previousi|' 
to any remarkable change of wea^ 
ther. Their -ordinary food ■ is ua* 
known; but, in these formidable sor* 
ties, which take place at the distance 
of months, and sometimes of yearsi 
they indiscriminately devour every 
spider, cricket, or beetle, that falls ia 
their way. A mouse, on seeing them 
crawling out, runs off in dismay; or^ 
if it cannot escape, it is assailed bf 
numbers, and eaten up in an instant; 
even men have been known to make 
their retreat in their shirts; but the. 
whole band may be dispersed bf 
throwing among them a bit of Ugh&* 
ed paper, or by spitting on them. 

The introductory remarks on 
toads, snakes, and lizards, are ex.« 
tremely desultory, and chiefly reat 
on the unauthenticated reports of the 
natives; while the descriptions of 
the different species, from the uni'* 
form adoption of the provincial 
names, and the absence of proper^ 
discriminating characters, are nearlf 
unintelligible. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DE AZARA'S TRAVELS IN SOUTH AMERICA. 



Ill 



^. 



Chapter IX. which is of considera- 
ble length, treats of quadrupeds and 
birds; but it cannot be very profita- 
bly perused without a reference to 
the author's prior publication, and to 
tiie ornithological volumes of the 
present work. The retraction of 
former errours is, however, of ina' 
portance to the student of natural 
history, and serves in the present 
instance to convince us that, with all 
Ills stubbomess of assertion, this 
doughty Spaniard is not devoid of 
candour and a regard to truth. The 
present strictures, however, if taken 
by themselves, arf little calculated 
to gratify the curious; and we 
ttrongly suspect that , the enlarged 
edition of the history of the quadru- 
peds of Paraguay, even when ac- 
companied by these supplementary 
remarks, may still stand in need of 
revision. If we rightly recollect, M. 
j)E Azara's account of the Tapir, 
for example, materially differs, in 
several respects, from that which 
Sonnini has since published in the 
^ouveuu Dictionnaire d'Histoire 
lATaturelle. Yet the Frenchman is un- 
doubtedly the more accomplished 
naturalist of the two; and he resided 
m a part of the country in which that 
species of quadruped not* only 
9d>ounded, but lived m habits of do- 
mestick familiarity. In this chapter, 
tlverefore, we had looked for some 
discussion of the points at issue; 
but we find not the most distant al- 
lusion to the discrepancy of the two 
accounts. Some of the circumstan- 
ees related of the Jaguar will con- 
tribute to supply our heretofore de- 
fective knowledge of that strong 
and rapacious quadruped; but the 
assertion, that it is utterly incapably 
of being tamed, requires limitatioii; 
since CwwVr remarks, in a note, that 
th^ living specimen in the Pcivisian 
Menagerie is perfectly gentle, ancj 
delights in the caresses of strangers, 
The potent odours, which ema<p 
pate from some of the weazel tribe 
in South America, have been com- 
memorated by preceding travellers; 



and the present author ascribes the 
most pestiferous stench to the Vim 
verra zorillo^ or YaguarS. Its effect* 
are perceptible at the distance of a 
league, and powerfully repel mea 
and dogs, if they venture within ^\% 
feet of the animal. So insupportai* 
ble, it is added, is the suffocating* 
liquor, that, if discharged in the 
heart of Paris, it would more or less 
contaminate every house in thai 
large city; and, if a single drop be 
deposited on any article of wearing 
apparel, the latter must be consum- 
ed or thrown away, since no quantity 
of soap and water can render it any 
longer endurable to the olfactor/ 
nerves. 

Though the family characters of 
the opossums are distinctly laid 
down, the specifick names are all 
Indian or Spanish; and an inspection 
of various specimens in the museum 
at Paris appears to have shaken the 
author's confidence in his own dis« 
tribution of the genus. 

The Vizcacha is minutely de- 
scribed, and a few traits of its habits 
and modes of life are incidentally 
recorded. When the avenues to its 
burrows are blocked up, it would 
infallibly perish, did not other indi<^ 
viduals of the same species reopen 
them. It is a nocturnal animal, and 
betrays such a propensity to hoard-? 
ing, that it collects in the fields and 
at the entrances of its retreat heaps 
of small bones, and miscellaneous 
articles of every description; so that^ 
when any thing is missing, the inha«> 
bitants are accustomed to find it ii| 
one of these moUey parcels. 

Towards the conclusion of this 
traveller's rapid view of the wild 
quadrupeds, he labours to impuga 
the supposition of their having mi- 
grated tVom the old to the new con-* 
tineiit: but the idea itself has always 
appeared to us to be gratuitous, be- 
cause the posterior creation of Ame-» 
rica remains to be proved. Besides, 
the junction ot the two continents at 
some remote period, and subsequent 
changes of ciimat^y induced by ^ 
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nudden or a gradual pfay^cal revo- 
hition in our phmet, may suffice to 
explain the limitations of latitude 
pi^eecribed to existiof^ species. An 
argument of some force, however, 
is stated in support of the doctrine 
of successive acts of creation; name- 
ly, that singl4$ pairs of predacious 
animals could not subsist till gene-« 
rations had multiplied. With regard 
to horned horses, we suspect thai 
they are a creation of the author's 
fancy; at least, we cannot bring our* 
;»eives to believe in their existence 
on the general on a vu of any tra- 
veller whatever. 

• The sheep and goats, we are told, 
have no other shepherds than dogs, 
called Ovejeroa. In the morning, 
these dogs driv^ out the flock from 
the court yard; conduct them to the 
fields; attendithem during the whole 
day, prevent them from straggling; 
defend them against every kind of 
attack; and at sunset, reconduct 
them to the house, where they pass 
the night. 

i 

" It is not necessary that these clogs 
^houid be mastiffs, but only of a strong' 
race. Being taken fioin their motlicrs 
before their eyes are opened, tlicy are 
suckle-d by some of the ewes, which are 
forcibly held in the requisite posture; and 
they are strictly confined within the court- 
yax-d, till tlie moment of theii* being" capa- 
ble of following the flock, when they go 
out along with it. In the morning, the 
^owner of the flock is particularly careful 
to give the dog-shepherd a plentiful 
allowance of meat and drink; because, 
if hunger should seize him in the fields, 
he would fetch home the sheep at noon. 
In order to prevent this premature return, 
it is not uncommon to hang a c«llar of 
"meat to the dog's neck, which he devours 
When his appetite becomes urgent, pro- 
vided that it be not mutton, which the 
•most violent hunger will not constrain him 
to eat. These dogs are all castrated 
males, because, if they were not, they 
would abandon the flock, to run after the 
females; and,if females, they would attract 
other dogs." 

The mongrel and wild dogs are, 
in some districts, very numerous, 
unite in bands^ and commit great 



havock among the sheep and catUe, 
but are never affected by hydrophobia! 
Only five pages are here allotted 
to a few random remarks on thd 
birds of South America; a circum.* 
st^ice which is the less to be regret* 
ted, because the species are particu- 
larized in the sequel of the work. 
. If we may implicitly rely on tlw 
statements in the tenth chapter, 
which treats of the wild Indians, we 
shall feel ourselves compelled to 
make large abatements from the ac- 
counts of the missionaries and of 
some hasty travellei*s. The numbers 
of these indigenous tribes, it should 
seem, have been much exaggerated; 
and the individuals of whom they 
are composed do not eat human fiesb, 
nor use poisoned arrows, nor enter- 
tain any notions of religion. Their 
language and mode of utterance canr 
not be acquii^ed by Europeans, witl^ 
out extreme difficulty, and a long 
residence among tliem. The idioms 
and structure of their respective 
dialects appear to be perfectly dis* 
tinct, and the vocabulary of each is 
extremely scanty. About thirty dif- 
ferent tribes are characterized under 
the more pompous title of nations^ 
The Charruas, Pampas, Guaranysp 
&c. are portrayed with considerable 
minuteness and graphiok effect; 
.while the singular facts which are 
recorded concerning. their manners, 
propensities, and habits, are not easi- 
ly reconcilable with the ingenious 
but too refined generalizations of our 
philosophical historians of human 
society. The majority of our readers 
will, perhaps, concur with us in think- 
ing that this chapter forms the moat 
interesting portion of the work; but 
we cannot pretend to analyze its 
varied contents, without venturing 
beyond our prescribed boundaries. 
The prominent features of the shift- 
ing pictures which it holds up td 
our contemplation may, for any thing 
that we know to the contrary, be 
delineated with fidelity; yet we can- 
not altogether absolve the painter 
from the charge of incongruity. Oq 
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▼am>us occiadofrB) for >x&fiiple, h* 
is soHcitous to convince tis that these 
savage hordes are destitute of all 
ideas of religion and a future state; 
but since he appears to hare been 
totally unacquainted with the lan- 
guage of most of them, we m&j be 
allowed to question his competency 
fop determining the matter of fact, 
lo the unqualified extent in which 
he repeatedly asserts it. His own 
allegations, indeed, in our apprehen- 
sion, would justify the very opposite 
conclusion. T^he practice of burying, 
Qi a fi4ei>d's tomb, his best and favour- 
ite horses is, probably, grounded on 
^me rude iiqtions of another wprld, 
and could never be adopted by a peo- 
ple who believed that death is eter- 
nal sleep. Of the Mbayas, it is said: 
«* With regard to religion, they have 
no object of worship, nor do they 
allude, in the most remote manner, to 
Unit subject, OP to a future state:*' 
Yet oftlieVeiy same peopFe we are 
toW, that '«^sothe'6f them give the 
fblfowing explanation of their first 
origin: God created in the beginning 
all nations in their present numbers** 
"Afterward, he resolved to create one 
Mbaya and his wife; and, as he had 
already given the whole earth to the 
ether nations, so that no more re- 
mained to he distributed, he com-' 
manded the bird called Caracara to 
inform him," &c. At page 1S8, we 
again meet with this strong and vei-y 
pointed asseveration: « But the posi- 
tive feet is, that they recognise no 
creator; that they render neither wor- 
ship nor homage to any thing in the 
world; andthatthey have no religion. " 
Yet we Ifcam, in the very next sen- 
tencei that several of them entertain 
rude ideas of the future destinies of 
the good and the bad. 

Th§ succeeding chapter com- 
prises various general reflections on 
these savage Indians, stated some- 
times in the form of grave problems, 
though generally admitting of an 
obvious solution. That the plants, 
which are carelessly propagated by 
some of the tribes should n^ be 
Vol. V. p 



found growing spontaneously, will 
ttot excite the surprise of the vege* 
table physiologist, w^ho is aware oi 
the changes of aspect and character 
whid)i modes of culture email on 
▼ttrious species. The prevalence of 
the race of Quaranys, and the diffa« 
«i<m of their" tongue, rilay remouttt t6 
causes which are concealed in the 
darkness of antiquity; and the grefit*> 
er facility of their subjttgiatioti maEf 
be fairly ascribed to their compara;- 
tive physical weakness, combined 
with the extinction of many bf those 
habits which are essentud to tt^ 
condition of hunters and warriours, 
but which dec;ay, and are obliterated 
in the agricultural state of society. 
Doubts and difiiculties, however^ 
thicken in our progress^ till, at 
length, these said poor Indians are 
more assimilated to the inferiour 
a,nimals than to their own species. 

**The Indians, in fact, resemble the 
inferiour anhnals in the delicacy of their 
sense of hearing; in the whiteness, clean- 
ness, and regular disposition of Uieir 
teelh; in their very rare use of the voice;; in 
never uttering" an audible laugh; hi the 
absence of ceremony from sexual inter- 
course; in easy parturition, unattended 
with indisposition; in the most perfect 
liberty; in their ignorance of superiority or 
jiirisuiction of any description; in their 
free and voluntary observance of certain 
practices, of which they can assign neither 
the origin nor the cause; in their want of 
pames, dancing, singing, and musical 
instruments; in their patient endurance of 
hunger and the inclemency of the seasons; 
in drinking only before or after their re- 
pasts, and never while eating; in using the 
tongue only to get rid of the bones of the 
iish which they eat, and putting these 
bones, when separated, into the corners 
of their mouth; in their ignorance of wash- 
ing or cleaning their bodies, and of sewing} 
in withholding all instruction from their 
children, and eveii, according to th^ 
custom of some tribes, in killing their off- 
spring; in their complete disregard of the 
past and the future ; in their dying in a 
state of apathy with respect to the lot of 
their wives and children, and indifferent 
about every thing which they leave in the 
world; and, finally, in their ignorance of 
religion, or of a divinity of any kind. All 
these qualities seem to approximate them 
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to ({isadnipeds; vliile the strength and 
acuteness of their vision^ would even 
suggest some degree of ^nity to the 
featlieied tribes." 

After a short rec^pitiiltttion of th4» 
principal points of difference be- 
tween these n9iud€8crifoi9 ^d £aro- 
Iieanft« Don Felix thus assumes th« 
tone of the theologian; 

•* As this view of the subject is main- 
tidned by Spaniaixls, they are, moreover, 
bound to suppcae that, if the Indian* lire 
descended fi-om AdaiD» they cannot* in 
justice, be eternally dan^ned for want of 
baptism, and for having omitted what they 
cannot perform, because they knew it not, 
and nobody had imparted to them the 
requisite instruction. I admit that, with 
t{ie view of obviating this difficulty, it has 
been \Baid, that St. Thomas preached in 
Americaj and some even allege tliat they 
have met with traces of his mission; but 
1 believe that these pretended vestiges are 
mere phantoms, and that an autnentiok 
proof of this mission is still wanting, k can 
St least affirm that, in this region, we 
meet with no bishop or charch, both of 
which we may expect to find, in every 
countiy where the apostjes have preached. 
Besides, it is scarcely possible that a sin- 
'Jfle individual could have traversed and 
instructed the wholeeontinent of America. 
Others suppose that the Creator comma* 
tucated, by revelation* his will to the In* 
4ians, and that it rests with them to follow 
it or not. 

' ** Let us now view the grounds on which 
it has been determined, that the Americans 
are spining from Adam; that, consequently, 
they proceeded from the old continent; 
and that we should labour for their con- 
version. Their bodies wiere observed to be 
almost entirely like our own, and composed 
of the same parts. I'hey not only acquired 
ftU the arts which we were desirous of 
teaching them, but they learned our lan- 
guage, imitated all our actions, conversed 
and reasoned Hke ourseWef», and such of 
them AS inhabited Mexico and Peru, had 
idols, and wprshiped the sun. Hence it 
was inferred that, having a body like our 
own, acting and reasoning as we do, and 
adoring or not a material substance, they 
were the children of Adam, and eapal)le 
of worshiping the Spirit whteh created 
all things. 

"This idea, no doubt, derived confir- 
mation from the circumstance, that the 
union of Europeans with Americani^ was 
observed to produce a fruitful progeny; 
Ibr the eelU>rated eoimt de iw^> «nd 



most natwridislSf helieve tbsftthe tdentil^ 

of a species is sufficiently proved hy the 
fertile issue of sexual intercourse. It is 
true, that I have not adopted this opinion 
in my notices ittustrative of the natural 
history of the qiuidi<upedS' of Pafagnay.'^ 

Here the chapter abfupdy termi* 
nates; and we are left to woHt out 
the salvation of the American In- 
dians, as we best can. 

The condition of the Spaniards 
who have embraced thie shepherd life 
is scarcely supenour to that of abso- 
lute savages. To every thousand 
hesld of cattle are attached a princi* 
pal sliepherd and a drudge,* >vhose 
chief care is to gallop round the pas- 
tures once in a week> and to keep 
the cows and horses; of the same 
proprietor within their illottedranget 
but most of theit time fe constimed 
in idleness. : • 

** As these shcphesds are removed fi«a 
one pother to the distance lof ^mft temQf 
even thirty leagues^ phapels are yerf 
thinly scattered among them, and cohse^ 
quently they seldom or never j^ to mass. 
They often baptize their own children, 
and sometimes even d^fer that eei<emony 
ttU marriage rendjert it indiipCBsahle. I 
have mysetf been sometinieA entneated t# 
baptise their children, whom they would 
pomt out to me, as they galloped over the 
plain. When they attend at inass, they are, 
generally, seated on hors6baci, without 
the church, the deor being pwpoself lefi 
open. They are all extremely dealtsotts ot 
heing )>uried in e^nftecra^ ground; « 
service which the friends and relativea 
never fail to pay to the deceased* As some 
of them, however, are very reihote frodi 
a church, it is customary to alhiw the 
corpse to rot in the fields, af%er having Co- 
vered it with stones or branches of treei^ 
without interring it; and» when the limits 
only remain, they convey, them tq the 
priest for burial. Others take the dead 
bodies to pieces, detach all the flesh from 
the bones with a knife, and cany tfjem to 
^e otergymkn, throwing away or interrinjp 
the flesh. If the distance does not expecil 
twemy leagues, they dre^s the ^deceased 
as if he were still alive^ place him on 
horseback^ with his feet in the stirrups, 
and fixing him, in this position, with two 
sticks, in the form of a St Andrew^s 
ctoas, with all the mearance-of a Uvhig 
ii(le]!» tb^ coiidQQt hboi^ theinkst/' 
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In eases oF Hickness; tBeae* shep- 
herds apply to a Christianized In- 
4iaa man or woman> to one of them- 
selves, or to any casual passenger; 
and tbey. very aorofHiloualy oba^ve 
the prescription, which is ususdly 
either % drug or a plaster, as chance 
may direcu The furniture of their 
miserable cabins is generally, limited 
to a water cask, a drinking horn, 
wooden skewers^ and a small kettle, 
in which they may boil water, or 
infuse the Paraguay herb. Some of 
them have, a pot, one or two chairs, 
or a bench, and even a rude bed: but 
most of them sleep on a cow's hide 
stretched out on the ground; and 
they sit either on their heels or on 
the skull of a horse or cow. They 
subsist entirely on the roasted flesh 
of cows: but, as they eat only parti- 
cular portions of* the carcase, the 
rest is allowed to putrefy about their 
«bori», and to-gesierate the most of- 
fen^vis stench, and myriads of noi- 
sotnc insects. They are, neverthe- 
tess, $i very robust and healthy race 
of men; independent; phle^matick; 
kisi^sU)le« on . many occasions, to 
pain^ and the approach of death; 
little susceptible of friendship; care- 
less of promises and engagements; 
and addicted to petty thefts, but very 
hospitable to strangers. 

Besides the shepherdsitliese plains 
are. inliabited by many roaming freer 
bootefs, Who will submit to no spe- 
cies of occupation but that of thiev- 
iiig, and who even carry off women 
to their retreats. <♦ They drag them 
away inio the recesses of the desert 
woods, where they • construct for 
them a small hut, like those of the 
Charruas, and feed them with t,he 
flesh of the wild cattle in the neigh- 
bourhood. When their scanty ward- 
robe is literally worn out, or when 
they are urged by any other personal 
want, the man issues forth by him- 
self, pilfers horses from the Spanish 
pastures, and sel)s them in Brazil, 
in exchange for the articles that are 
wanted."— -The author occasionally 
encountCFed' some of these marau- 



ders, and^e women whom they had 
carried off; particularly a young and 
beautiful Spanish girl, who had 
passed ten years of her life in iheir 
society, and quitted It with much 
regret. 

Reflee^ons on tile political and 
statistical information which is con- 
tained in these pages might lead us 
into a wide and varied field of dls* 
cussion. Suffice it to remark, as we 
proceed, that the laity have beea 
more successful than the clergy in 
forming settlements; that the igno- 
rance and selfishness of the subordi- 
nate agents have often frustrated the 
wise and humane intentions of the 
Spanish government; and tba^ in 
those districts ip which domestick 
slavery takes place, it is exercised 
with a degree of moderation and 
gentleness that is unkpown to more 
enlightened regions. . The general 
impression, which the author's ob- 
servations leave on our minds, is 
unfavourable to any considerable ex- 
tension of commerce and the arts in 
the provinces of Spanish Atnericaf 
until a new system of publick ma- 
nagement, founded on liberal views 
of policy, and calculated to rouse 
and maintain the energy and activity 
of all classes of the population, shall 
be permanently established. 

Don Haenke, who seems to have 
explored some ti*acts of this im- 
mense territory with the eye of an 
intelligent chymist and naturalist, 
adverts to several articles of native 
produce, which may eventually con- 
tribute to the promotion of manufac- 
tures and trade. Such are, in the 
mineral department, three different 
modifications of alum, the sulfates 
of iron, magnesia, and soda, pure 
nitre, soda, verdegris, and orpiment, 
all of which he has observed to oc^ 
cur in great abundance. The neigh- 
bourhood of the Andes appears to 
be peculiarly adapted to the n^anu- 
facture of white glass, since it fur- 
nishes at once inexhaustible scipplies 
of timber for fuel, and all the requi- 
site ingredients of tlie CQm]x)6ition 
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in the greatest abundance and per* 
fection. This gentleman next indi- 
cates three sources of wealth that 
are derivable from the animal king- 
dom; namely, the dung of the glama, 
guanaco, Sec. from which excellent 
sal ammoniack ipnay be prepared; 
the woolbearing quadrupeds, as the 
sheep, vicugna, sdpaca, 8cc; and co« 
chineal; on each of which topicks 
he descants with zeal, duly temper- 
ed by judgment. In the course of 
his observations, he thus celebrates 
the medical virtues of the muriate 
of ammonia; 

"All the preparations of sal ammoniack 
[muriate of ammonia3 are in very general 
list, but especially tlie famous £atc de 
jAice, as the genuine speciiick against the 
bites of vipers and rattle snakes. The 
different plants which are vaunted in 
America, as powerful antidotes to these 
bites^ such as the ariatolocia, angidcida^ 
iejuco, giiaq^t &c. probably owe their vir- 
tue to their greater or less quantity of 
ammonia, which is indicated by their dis- 
agreeable odour. A circumstance has lately 
occurred among the Yungas of the town 
of la PaZy which proves m a convincing 
manner, the power and efficacy of this 
remedy. An Indian, who was bitten by a 
rattle snake, was perfectly cured in a few 
days, by the external and internal use of 
volatile alkali alone, although he lay at 
the point of death, and betrayed the most 
dreadful symptoms. In no country in the 
world are people more exposed to the bite 
of these venomous animals than in the 
hottest part of America: but, at the same 
time, I believe, no place more abounds 
in the materials for proper remedies. 
Here thousands of quintals of the sub- 
stances best suited to the manufacture of 
sal animoniadc, and its numerous prepara* 
tions, may be easily collected. 

" On this occasion, J. should invite the 
attention of physicians to tlie jcure of hy- 
drophobia; a disease which is very com- 
aion in Europe, but hitherto unknown in 
America. It is notorious, that, when once 
theunequivo^ K^amptems^oftbisdreadftil 
malady hajtfe manifested tbemBelves, aU 
the famous . medicines which have been 
recommended for its cure, as atropa bella' 
donna, meloe proscarabaus, mercury, &c, 
have been found deceptive and useless. 
tfi as is supposed to be the case in vipe- 
itae poison, that of the mad dbg, wKich ia 
eommuoicat^d tQ Ihe blood by the bite^ 



be of an aoid natiire» no Vemfldy cait be 

more efficacious, nor ex^rt^ more direct 
action in the destruction of this poison 
than ammonia, which would neutralize 
the animal acM; but, hitherto, I believe, 
the experiment has not been made.'* * 

The case of the Indian here re* 
ported, perfectly accords with some 
of those which were stated l^ Mr* 
Williams, in the second volume of 
the Asiatick Researches, and in 
which the exhibition of the caustick 
volatile alkali is mentioned to have 
cured the bite of the codra di cafiello. 
It is reasonsM>le, therefore, to inferj^ 
that the ammoniacal principle is hos* 
tile to serpentine poison: but that th» 
latter is an acid ia by no meantt 
proved. Fontema^ on the contrary^ 
was led to conclude that it is-neitber 
an acid nor an alkali. In following u|> 
the suggestions, however, which we 
have just quoted, i,t might be of 
some con^quen/ce to /institute an- 
accurate,^ comparative analysis be- 
tween the serpentine virus, and the . 
saliva of dogs that are affected hf, 
hydrophobia. 

M. Haenke lends his lavourabto. 
testimony to the medical virtues of 
ag€tve vivifmra and begonia - une^ 
moi'dea^ and thus corroborates the 
result of the trials which -were 
sometime ago made in the publickr 
hospital of Madrid, with regard to 
the efficacy of these plants, or et 
some of their congeners, in the re* 
moval of venereal complaints. Hb 
has also found the quinquina in many 
districts in which it was not formerly, 
known to exist; and he particularr 
izes various vegetable diesy.son^ei 
which .might be made the objects of 
culture in the warmer countries of 
Europe. 

The second and third volumes of 
this publication contain M. Sonnini's 
translation of M. de Azara's- account 
of the birds of Paraguay and La 
Plata. As the Qpeciea described 
amount td four hundred and forty- 
eight, and the descriptions are ac<« 
companied by the requisite marginal 
anaotaUonS} we caaaoi presume to 
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attend mi ilie ^servsnit traveller and 
his commentator through this inte- 
resting series of their laboursy nor to 
do justice to their respective de*- 
sef ts. The circumstances of dimen^ 
^on, foin?)) and colourings are usually 
recorded with much apparent prc- 
cision, and are occasionally enlivened 
with pleasing notices of the habits 
and disposiucns of the different fa* 
milies which pass in review. These 
memoranda are the more precious, 
because they contain much new and 
authentick information on* the orni- 
thology of South America; a subject 
which is still far from being ex- 
hausted. 

Jn this quarter of the world, the 
predacious tribes appear to be more 
Yai*ied and numerous than in the old 
Continent, and, at the same time, 
less fierce in tlieir dispositions; some 
of them being even susceptible of 
gentle and domestick habits. 

** I had occasion to observe," says Don 
Felix, " during more than a year, an 
Iribu* which was fed in the house. He ' 
was extremely gentle, would recognise his 
master, and acc6mpany him on a journey 
of eigb^ or ten leagues, flying above him, 
and sometimes resting on the carriage . He 
alwava approached the person who called 
him by name, and never fed in common 
with those of his own species, taking only 
what was offered from the hand; provided, 
also, that it was cut into small pieces, for 
otherwise he woald not taste it Another 
Iribu* equally tarne^ would accompany his 
master in journeys of upwards- of a hun- 
dred leagues, and as far as Monte Video} 
remaining and sleeping on the outside of 
the carriage: but, when he perceived that 
the eatriage was directed homewards, he 
hastened to anticipate its arrival, and thus 
announced to his mistress the i«tumof her 
husband." 

Among the many non-descripts 
with which this Spanish traveller has 
regaled us, the little cock and the 
young, widow are particularly de- 
serving of attention. The manners of 
tiie latter are thus described; 

'* This birdj which at Buenos Ayres is 
called Cotorra, is, by some of the people of 
]^arfiguay> dencuninated ^ifw^ mitlo», on 



account of the coif in'ti^hich its forehead 
and neck are enveloped. It is almost the 
only maracana which breeds iR confine- 
inent. It is by no means delicate^ is easily 
taught to speak, and pronounces the words » 
with great distinctness. I never saw 4 
more coquettish bird. From the moment . 
that a y9unff -widomo enters a house, if she 
finds not a companion of her own species^ 
she seeks for one of another, and practise^ 
all her arts ta win his affections, lavishing ' 
caresses and flirtation, kissing, scratching^ 
and unceasingly tantalizing by her tended 
accents, her sighs, and her movements; 
until, at the end of a fortnight; the love- 
lorn swain loses his heart's blood, an€ 
expires. The young' widovt seems -not to be 
afflicted by a death of which she is the 
Cause; for she never listens to the iviolent 
passion which she has excited: but if th^ 
male and female of this species tie reared . 
togetlier, their amours are not ao unpco- . 
ductive. . - 

•* These birds congregate in nuroeroui 
flocks in Paraguay, and even in the Pom- 
pas of Buenos Ayres. They do not mak6 
their nest in holes, but construct it in ' 
trees, with a great quantity of thorny 
branches, the whole forming a sphere^ 
bristling with prickles, and measuring 
three feet and a half in external diameter^ - 
with the entrance on the side, ajid tlie 
interiour furnished with green herbs. 
They lay three or four eggs; and the - 
young perfectly resemble their father, and 
mother, which ar6, in all respects, similar 
to each other in appearance. Thi^ whc^e 
nestle in contiguous trees, and sometimea 
on the same, so that their nests touch on^ 
another; and it is even asserted that th& 
same nest suflices for the produce of seve* 
ral females. Like the JVeiulaifa, they searcl^ 
for flooded places, where tbey may drinks 
They haunt plantations and .fields, and 
walk better than their congeners, beings 
often assisted by their bill. .They become 
very familiar, are fond of being caressed* 
and are better calculated than any oUiei? 
parrot to please their jm aster." 

In another place, the young widovp 
again consoles us for the misfortuni;^ 
of our hoary locks^. becausef really^ 
in plain English^ we are not in the 
least ambitious of being jilted tOr 
death, « They^ gave me a mdcarana 
of this species \Pavouane fiarrot'^ 
which spoke very distinctly, but 
would not allow hims&lf to be touch? 
ed, scratched, or caressed. He ha4 
the free tange of my houee) in wbkh 



' A particular species of vulture. 
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> tras also a widowy who instigated 
him according to custom^ by caress- 
esr and every kind of coquetry, and 
made him distractedly in love with 
her, without fielding to his pressing 
suit. In shoit, the poor bird was left 
to languish, and died of an unavailing 
passion." The yellow-winged Parra- 
keet, it should seem, is guilty of the 
same cruel deportment, and abso« 
lutely kiHed off an unfortunate Lory, 
with love, and the bloody flux. 

It is painful to detract from the 
merits of a treatise, which has cer- 
tainly afforded us both entertainment 
|U)d infitruction: yet the publick have 
a paramount claim on our justice 
and truth; and while we cheerfully 
award to Don Felix de Azara the 
praise of diligent and faithful obser- 
vation, an imperious sense of duty 
compels us to state that his divisions 
are seldom founded on scientifick 
principles; that he generally adopts 
the nomenclature of the province in 
which he happens to reside; that, 
in several instances, his account of 
the habits of particular species is 
more scanty than his opportunities 
would have led us to expect; tliat 
be betrays an unaccountable solici- 
tnde to cancel those distinctions 
which are so frequently observable 
between the sexes of birds of the 
same species; that he incautiously 
multiplies permanent differences; 
and that, owing to his imperfect ac- 
quaintance with the French lan- 
guage, he has indulged in many 
groundless and absuixl strictures on 
the ornithology of Buffon. His trans- 
later has judiciously retrenched se- 
veral of his crude criticisms; expo- 
sed the inaccuracy of others; admits 
the justice of genuine corrections; 
and discusses his references with 
patience and perspicuity. The treat- 
ment which he had previously re- 
ceived from the uncourteous Spani- 
ard might have justified his silence, 
or his contempt: but, as the charges 
so broadly preferred against him 
l^ve been maliciously circulated, 
without any notice of the reply which 



they have caHed forth, we think it 
is but fair to confront the author and 
his translator, and allow' the publick 
to form their own judgment. In his 
exposition of the common charaitr 
ters of the Bmaras^ then, M. de 
Azara thus arraigns the veracity and 
the probity of the very person who 
has since so eminently contributed 
to improve, and to diffuse his hictt^ 
bratioiis: 

*• That be might testify his gratitude, 
and pay a compliment to Sonnini de Ma- 
noncoor, Buffon thus expresses himself: 
* Tiiese latter [The ant-eaters] appear to 
me to form a new genus, an idea for 
which we are wholly indebted to the re- 
searches of M. Sonnini de Manoncour, 
whom I have already often quoted, because 
he has profoundly studied the history of 
foreign birds, of which he has pre^nted 
to the king^ cabinet more tlian 160 spe- 
cies. He has also had the goodness to 
communicate to me all the observatioiis 
which he had occasion to make in tlie 
courae of bis travels in Senegal and Ame- 
rica; and from these very observations 
I have collected the history and descrip* 
tions of a great many birds, particularly 
of tlie ant-eaters.* * It is thus that my au- 
thor writes; and I, for my part, read bim 
with great pity, wlien I perceive that he 
does not telUhe truth, and that he relates 
merely false and alleged information. This 
Sonnini de Manoncour gives to the family 
of birds in questioh the name of ant- 
eaters, because, says he, they eat and 
destroy a great number of ants, whose 
tacitrua, or immense habitations, they de- 
molish: but it is proper to mention that 
these birds do not eat a single ant, and I 
might add that scarcely any of these insects: 
inhabit the same country with them He 
assiu'es us, that these ant-eaters never, or 
very seldom, perch on trees; that they run 
on the ground, like partridges, and are, 
therefore, at Cayenne, called h'ttfe par^ 
trtdffef. Very well! all this is fiilse; the bata^ 
ras cannot walk. Their progressive motion 
is tardy, constrained, and performed by 
leaps, like that of birds which frequeAt 
brush-wood and hedges; they alight on the 
ground only to Seize the caterpillars and 
insects which they perceive on the sur- 
face; they perch almost constantly; and 
their inflated plumage is very different 
from that of any bird which is much ad- 
dicted to flying or walking. If they are ac- 
cidentally called little partridgnes at Cay- 
enne, it is certainly not because they 
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lliove and run on the .ground, like pwv 
tridges, but probably because the boys in 
Cayenne, as in Paraguay, may be accus- 
tomed to give the name of partridge to 
every bird of tvbich the plumage has a 
{minted appeiaraiioe. Aceotding to Maaon- 
^our, these biii*ds live in. bands* or troofias 
whereas they are always found solitary, 
or in pairs. He alleges that their tongue 
is furnished towards t-he point with small 
cartilaginous and fleshy ntaments; while, 
on the contrary, its conformation is such 
as I have just described. He gives them a 
. tail and wings so short as to be of little 
service in supporting and regulating their 
flight in the open air: but we roust remark 
that, if the bataras of this traveller have 
a short tail, he must either have clipped it 
vith scissors, or plucked it out, and put 
another in its place. His observation that 
\)ie claw of the hind toe, in these ant- 
eaters, is longer and more arched thutO the 
fore claws, must appear ridiculous in the 
eyes of any person who is in the least ac- 
customed to examine Jtbe feet of birds, 
because it is an almost general character. 
He assures us. that his ant-eaters shun in- 
habited places; that they live in deep and 
remote forests, and, that, except the prin- 
cipal species, which are few in number, it 
is rare to find, among any of the others, 
two individuals perfectly alike; a circum 
Stance which he ascribes to the facility 
with which the small species intermingle, 
and pi:oduce cross breeds. AH this is falset 
the bataras generally haunt enclosures and 
bushes, either near to or remote from 
houses in the country, and never pene- 
trate into extensive woods; and they con- 
stitute true species, whose colours, forms, 
and dimensions, are constant, and per*- 
fectly distinct Sonnini alleges that .the 
ant-eaters utter a cry, which varies in the 
(Cfierent species, though in most of them 
it is very extraordinary; but t];)ese birds 
have no other cry than that which 1 have 
mentioned. He describes one nest for all 
the species; and thus we may judg^ of 
t^e confidence to which he is entitled. He 
affirms that the flesh of most of these 
birds is unfit for eating; that it has an oily 
aiid disagreeable taste; and that the digest* 
cd mixture of ants and other insects, which 
they swallow, exhales a noisome odour, 
Mrhen they are opened. If such were the ne- 
cessary results of insectivorous habits, they 
vfould not be limited to the bataras; since, 
generally speaking, all the birds of Ame* 
rica feed on insects, in preference to any 
thing else. I never opened bataras, nor 
have I any desire to eat them; yet t do not 
believe tlie assertion of Sonnini de Ma- 
nohcour; and I appeal to> posterity, and 



to those who have ready access to thei P^ 
risian Museum of Natural History, re* 
commending chiefly to their attentive exa- 
mination the alarum thrush, the coraya» 
and the other ant-eaters, thecaica, the 
arada, and the Cayenne bustard. I heme 
Uiat they will perceive th^ marks of tlie 
scissors which have been employed ia 
shortening the tails of tliese hirers, the 
strokes of the pencil by which their phu 
mage has been disguised, and the traces 
of the hand which has substituted an ex* 
traneous tail, instead of tliat which wa« 
pulled away." 

Let us now listen to Sonnini'a r^ 
ply: 

** Although Voltaire, who has ridiculed 
the theory of Buflbn relative to the beds 
of marine shells 'which are discovered lit 
the bosom of the highest mountains, ao- 
knowleges that the eloquent naturalist 
had treated hira somewhat i^ughly, yet 
he professes his unwilling*ness to quaiTel 
about shells. I cannot reckon feathers a 
more serious cause of altercation; and 
certainly I am not more disposed lo be 
angry than the poet of Ferney, though 
M, *de Azara, who is no more V^ltedi^e 
than I am Buffimy has chosen not only to 
attack but to insult me. I have too much 
respect for the publick and for myself to 
reply in the same tone, and to make use 
of the same weapons; they are unknown 
to me, but familiar, it should seem, to M. 
de Azara, who has recourse to them on 
all occasions, in his eternal invectives 
against Buflbn, consisting in a great mea- 
sure of pretended discussions in ornitho- 
logy; discussions which 1 have suppressed 
in my translation, because they always 
proceed on false data, and teach us no- 
thing else than the fretful humour with 
which the Spanish traveller regarded the 
French naturalist: but whatever I may 
and ought to do, in the case of another, is 
strictly prohibited in my own; and, accord- 
ingly I have neither altered nor retrenched 
a single syllable in this article of the 
b€aaroe. 

*« 1 might naturally expect to share ia 
the abuse which was directed at the indi- 
vidual whose labours 1 had participated^ 
and moi»t certainly 1 have not been disap- 
pointed. #f, on the one Iiand, M. de 
Azaia, in various parts of his work, 
pushes bis discretion so far as not to ac« 
knowledge that his observations conflrm 
n^ own^ heis, on the other band, soUcitoua 
to puniftli me severely ib;r the esteem witU 
wbi|^ Buflon honoured me« and lor cer« 
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tein artidea in the ^hm SHotionanf ef J>ta» 
$nral History, in which I have shown that, 
whenever the Spanish author g-ives the 
^est scope to his virulence ag^ainst the 
French wnter, his blunders are then al- 
nost invariabfy the most egregious and 
Qomplete. 

. " Such, precisely, is the predicament 
in which he stands with respect to myself. 
JVIever was that Sonmni de Manoncoupf to 
adopt M. de Azara's polite phraseology, 
ilioredecided!y in the right than at the very 
aoTnent when opprobrious language was 
addi-essed to him with so much vehe- 
mence, from Parag-uay, from Spain, and 
vai'iuus. quarters of the world. Posterity, 
whose testimony M- de Azara invokes— 
posterity, if ever that term shall apply to 
him, or to myself — will appreciate the 
value and determine the name of that 
indecent criticism, of which he makes me 
the object; and he will, perhaps, blush 
for liaving published it, when 1 shall have 
shown that the foundation on which it 
rests has no reality nor existence. M. de 
Azara has, in fact, committed a grievous 
mistake concerning the birds in question, 
since, in one word, his bataras ai*e not my 
ant-eaters. If passion were c6mpatable 
with the exercise of the reasoning power, 
the slightest attention, the most simple 
and superficial reflection, might have con- 
vhiced the observer of Paraguay that 
birds, so very different in their external 
forms and natural habits, could not be in- 
cluded in the same family. Whoever will 
compare the account which M.'de Azara 
gives of the batarast witli what I have 
mentioned of the ant-eaters, will be satis- 
fied that features of dissimilariiy, as nu- 
merous as they are striking, evidently se- 
parate these birds from one another. M, 
de Azara, it i^ true, affirms, with as 
much decency as good breeding, that I 
have equally imposed on the publick in 
all that I have advanced concerning the 
manners, habits, and conformation of the 
ant-eaters J yet no inhabitant of French 
Guiana: nor any mulatto or negro hunter, 
is ignorant that the aUirum'tlinish for ex- 
ample (and 1 quote that species as the 
most remarkable) never approacl)es habi- 
tations, nor quits the great forests, which 
it fills with sounds that have been aptly 
compared to those of an alarum-clock. 
"With regard to the charge imputed to me 
by M. de Azara, of having disfigured 
the stuffed specimens of ant-eaters, it is 
absolutely ridiculous, to say nothing worse. 
It was in 1774 that I consigned to the 
king's cabinet a numerous collection of 
bMs from our settlements in Guiana^ 



aiBong whL<^ there happeiied, fertile firtt' 
time, to be included, several species of 
ant-eatera. Since that period, very frequent 
transmissions of biitls from the same 
quarter of America to the roya> cabinet 
have taken place; and the ant-eaters^ which, 
feniied patt of them, resembled m all re« 
apects those which I had conveyed hither. 
To suppose that the nhabitants of Cay- 
enne had come to a common understand* 
ing to cut , short or pull out the tails of 
these birds, and to colour their plumage 
with the pencil, would be as absurd as to 
suspect me of thking the«ame trouble, in 
order that the ant-eoiters^ which I observed 
in 1774, might not resemble the bataras 
which M. de Azara was destined to de- 
scribe thirty years afterwards. 

** For the rest, these very unseemly 
attacks on the part of M. de Azara have 
not prevented me, in the course of this 
work, from doing him all the justice t<r 
which he is entitled; and from represent* 
ing him, if not as endued with much in- 
struction in natural history, or much con- 
versant in the art of comparative discus- 
sion, as at least a very good observer.** 

Much of the oblique and useless 
commentary, in which the Spanish 
writer has so gratuitously indulged, 
appears to have originated in his 
want of a familiar acquaintance with 
the principles of systematick ar- 
rangement; a defect of education 
' which the pages of Bufifon were little 
calculated to remedy, £vnd which 
often led bim to fancy generick and 
specific k identities whei^e none ex* 
isted. A more cautious and scrupu- 
lous ipvestigation of his references^ 
might have rescued him from the 
charge of hasty and unavailing cri- 
ticism, and have placed in a more 
conspicuous point of view the extent 
of his discoveries and the soundness 
of his understanding. From the 
means of such investigation, he was 
unavoidably precluded in the wildft 
of South America: but, in the Spa- 
nish capital, and with the facilities of 
communication with Paris, which he 
enjoyed, he might have commanded 
them to their fullest extent. For the 
disgusting rudeness of manner, 
which characterizes his unseasona- 
ble atrictures, we can devise no 
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ofiher apology than that which we 
have hazarded in the commencement 
of our report. 
' 'The mapS) which accompany these 



volumes, form a rtry desirable sop- 
plement to their contents. But only^ 
seven quadrupeds, and four birds/ 
are delineated in the plates^ 



FROM THB BRITISH CRITICS* 
Scott's Marmion, a Sappleroental Article. 



ON the subject of this poem^ a 
friend has supplied us with an anec* 
dote so remarkable, and so illustra- 
tive, not only of the power of the 
poetry, but of the nature of local 
reports, that we are convinced our 
readers will be pleased with it. The 
poet certainly cannot be displeased. 

In a voyage, with adverse winds, 
from I*eith to London, this friend 
"Was detained two days at Holy 
Island, the scene of the trial and 
fate of Constance in that poem. He 
went ashore with an officer, and ex« 
amined the ruins of the abbey, and 
found, on what seemed the site of 
the cavern in which Constance Be* 
Yerley was tried and immured, a 
small fortress, with a few invalids, 
tmder a barrack serjeant, and one 
company of a regiment of militia. 
The officer instantly recognised the 
old Serjeant as a soldier who had ser- 
ved under his father, who had also 
been in the army; and their early 
acquaintance was easily renewed. 
*t*he Serjeant then guided the voy- 
agers through the' fortress, which is 
built on a high and steep rock; and 
when they were on the highest part 
of the rock, he very gravely said, 
that there must be some profound 
cavern in it, to which, after a long 
search, he had been unable to find 
the entrance. Our friend asked why 
he thought so ? Because, said he, a 
bell is distinctly heard to ring every 

Vol. v. % 



night at twelve o'clock, in the een- 
tre of the rock, and apparently at a 
great depth; probably as deep as the 
level of the sea. He observed our 
friend to smile at such a fancy, and 
then swore that he had himself re« 
peatedly heard it. As the officer had 
mentioned that his old acquaintance 
had received some education, ouf 
fHend immediately asked him whe- 
ther he had ever read Marmion. On 
his saying, that he had read it with 
great pleasure, he was asked if the 
midnight bell had ever been heard 
by him before that period. «< No,'* 
said he, « we ©ever till then thought 
of listening for it." The whole body 
of the invalids agreed in the same 
tale. They had all heard him read 
Marmion, and all had ever sinc^ 
heard the midnight bell, though be* 
fore that time they never thQugh$ of 
liBtening for it, 

A stronger proof of the impres* 
sive nature of the poetry cannot easi* 
ly be imagined; and it may serve to 
show also by means of what faculty 
strange and preternatural sounds are 
usually heard, or sights of that de- 
scription seen. 

We meant to have interwoven this 
little narrative in our account of the 
Lady of the Lake; but having accii 
dentally omitted it, we thought it 
too curious, knowing it to be lite» 
rally a fact? not to be given to the 
-publick* 
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jin Mcotmt of the British Settlement of Honduras,' with Sketches of the Manners of the 
Mosquito Indians, &c. By Capt. Henderson of the 5th West India Regiment. 12ino« 
p^. 220. price 6«. London, 1809. 



Captain Henderson observes 
that " opportunities for useful in- 
vestigation, even amidst the fluctua- 
tions of a military life, are often 
{bund singularly favourable: but at 
the same time, it is probably to be 
regretted, that the ability and incli- 
nation to profit by these advantagjes, 
are not more frequently united." It 
is certain, that the military of our 
nation being often employed in fo^ 
reign expeditions, not only see much 
of the world, but by making remarks 
on the spot, may collect and com- 
municate information peculiarly en- 
titled to attention. The little work 
before us, is a respectable evidence 
of this; and creditable to the author's 
talents and diligence. Neither the 
time spent by capt. H. in this settle- 
ment, northe extent of his cjccursions 
into the interiour, from which we 
might estimate bis opportunities for 
observatiop, are marked in his book. 
He has divided his work into chap- 
ters; and to each chapter has allots 
ted certain subjects: the geographic 
cal position of the country, the coast, 
the principal settlements, &c the 
climate, agricultural resources, soil, 
animals, and other natural producr 
tions; the rivers, slaves, pursuits of 
the settlers, pommepcial advantages, 
&c. The narrative is concise; and 
the geographer, the naturalist, or 
tlie philanthropist might desire grea^ 
ter precision, and completeneasy on 
sundry articles. Capt. H. pnaintains, 
against Mr. Pennant, that a species 
pf antelope is found in this country; 
it resembles tne dorcas, or Barba** 
rian antelope, of Linneus. He also 
mentions a peculiarity in the swal- 
low tribe, which deserve^ ^iptices 

** Myriads of swallows are the occa- 
siional inhabitants of Honduras. The time 



of their residence is generally confined to 
the period of the rains, after which they 
totally disappear. There is something' re- 
markably curious and deserving of notice 
in the ascent of these birds. As soon as the 
daWn appears, they in a body quit their 
place of rest, which is usually chosen 
amidst tfie rushes of some watery savannft; 
and invariably rise to a certain height in a 
compact spiral form, and which at a dis- 
tance often occasions them to be taken for 
an immense column of smoke. This attain- 
ed, they are then seen separately to dis- 
perse in* search of food, the occupation of 
their day. To those who may have had the 
opportunity of observing the phenomenon 
of a water-spout, the similarity ofjevolutioh 
in the ascent of these birds, will he thought 
surprisingly striking. The descent, which 
regularly takes place at sunset, is conduct- 
ed miich in the same way, but with incon- 
ceivable rapidity. And the noise which 
accompanies this can only be compared to 
the falling of an immense torrent, or the 
rushing of a violent gust of wind. Indeed, 
to an observer, it seems wonderful, that 
thousands of these birds are not de- 
stroyed in being thus propelled to the eartk 
witli such irresistible force.** 

The number of white inhabitants 
in the settlement of Honduras is 
about 200; of mulattos and free 
blacks, above 500; of negro slaves, 
nearly 3000. As our chief supply of 
that elegant cabinet wood, mahoga- 
ny, is from Honduras, we select as 
a specimen of the work, the cap- 
tain's information on the mode of 
procuring it. We are interested in 
whatever concerns the material enx- 
ployed in so great a proportion of 
our domestick furniture. 

"There are two seasons in the year for 
the cutting" of mahogany; the first com- 
mencing shortly after Christmas, or at the 
conclusion of what is termed the v>et seon 
son, the other about the middle of the 
year: At such periods all is activity, and 
the falling of trees, or the trucking out 
those that have been fallen, form tlie ohief 
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employments.. Some oi'the wood is'rou^h 
squared on the spot, but this part of the 
labour is generally suspended until the 
logs are rafted to the diiferent rivers' 
mouths. These rafts often consist of more 
than two hundred logs, and are floated as 
many hundi-ed miles. When the floods are 
unusually rapid, it very frequently happens 
Ihat'the labour of a season, or perhaps of 
many, is at once destroyed by the break 
ing asunder of a raft, and the whole of 
the mahogany being hurried precipitately 
to the sea. 

" The gangs of negroes employed in 
this work consist of from ten to fifty each; 
few exceed the latter number. The large 
bodies are commonly divided into several 
.small ones, a plan which it is supposed 
greatly facilitates labour. 

" £ach gang of slaves has one belonging 
to ity who is styled tlie huntsman. He is 
generally selected from the most intelli- 
gent of his fellows, and his chief occu])a- 
cion is to search the woods, or as in this 
country it is termed, the bush, to find la- 
l»our for the whole. A negro of this de- 
scription is often valued at more than five 
hundred pounds. 

•* About the beginning of August, the 
huntsman is despatched on his errand, and 
if lus owner be working on his own ground, 
this is. seldom an employment of much 
delay or difficulty. He cuts his way through 
the thickest of the woods to the highest 
spots, and climbs the tallest tree he finds, 
from which he minutely surveys the sur- 
rounding country. At this season, the 
leaves of the mahogany tree are invariably 
of a yellow reddish hue, and an eye accus- 
tomed to this kind of exercise, can disco- 
ver, at a great distance, the places where 
the wood is most abundant. He now de- 
scends, and to these his steps are directed; 
and without compass or oUier guide than 
what observation has imprinted on Ihs re- 
collection, he never fails to reach the exact 
point to which he aims. 

•* It not unfrequently happens, when the 
huntsman has been particularly successful 
in finding a large body of wood, that it 
becomes a contest with his conscience 
whether he shall disclose the matter to his 
roaster, or sell it to his neighbour. A libe- 
ral equivalent for this breach of fidelity 
being always punctually discharged. 
Those, however, who afford encourage- 
ment to such practices, by such impolitick 
temptation, are perhaps not more mindful 
of the old adage than of their interest, as 
it cannot but indirectly sanction their own 
slaves to take equal advantage, whenever 
the opportunity t>i^esents itself. 

" The iuahogany tree is commonly cut 



about twelve feet from the ground, and a 
stage is erected fdr the axe-man employed ' 
in levelling it. This to an observer Would 
appear a labour of much danger; but an 
accident rarely happens to the personf 
engaged in it. The body of the tree,fron« 
the dimensions of the wocd it furnishes, is 
deemed the nu)st valuable; but for pur- 
poses of ornamental kind, the branches or 
limbs are generally preferred, the g;rain of 
these being much closer, and tlie veins 
more rich and variegated. , 

" The mahogany U'ee is seldom found 
in clusteis or groups, but single and often 
much dispersed; what, therefore, is deno- 
minated a maliogany work, comprehends 
an extent of several miles. The growth of 
this tree is considered rapid, but that of 
the logwood much more so, which, it is 
said, attains maturity in five years. 

*• The logs of mahogany are generally 
brought out by cattle and ti-ucks to the 
water side^ or to the Jfarquadier, as it has 
been tex^med in this country, which has 
been previously? prepared by the foreman 
of the work for their reception. When the 
distance is great, this is a labour "of infi- 
nite and tedious difiiculty. As soon as a 
sufficient number to form a raft is collect- 
ed, and the waters have gained the neces- 
sary height, they are singly thrown from 
the banks, and require no other aid or 
'guidance than the force of the current to 
float them to the booms, which are large 
cables placed across tlie rivers at the dif- 
ferent eddies or falls. Here thc)^ are once 
more collected, each party claiming his 
own from the general mass, and formed 
into separate rafts for their final destina- 
tion. Sometimes more than a thousand 
logs together are supported by the booms, 
and the catastrophe attendant on their 
breaking asunder, which, diiring extraor- 
dinary floods, often happens, has previ- 
ously been noticed. 

•* The maliogany, when disposed of at 
Honduras, produces from sixteen to thirty 
pounds, Jamaica curi'ency, per tliousand 
feet." 

A single tree has been found to 
contain 12,000 feet superficial; va* 
lued at 1,000/. But these advantages 
are counterpoised by heavy draw- 
backs; s\ich a9, the keep of slaves, 
the price of every article of cloth- 
ing and provision, all of which are 
imported (for the colony raises 
none) to which may be added, the 
dispersed state of society; for except 
at Christmas> the settlers b«ive but 
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lew enjo3rment3 arising from reci* 
procal intercourse. 

We suspect some errour in the 
rapid growth attributed to the ma- 
hogany tree; from the general grain 
of the siiperiour kinds of this wood) 
we should have thought it of bIow 
growth, rather than rapid. 

From capt. H.'s visit to the Mos- 
quito Indians, we learn that 

** This nation cannot ntiinber »t the ut- 
tnoft more than 1500 or 2000 men capable 
of using arms. Immediately contiguous to 
it are two other tribes, called the Foyers 
and the Towkcas. These people are more 
numerous, and considered much more 
enterprising and brave, although they are 
tribdtarj to the former, and have been so 
from time immemoriaL The acknowledg- 



ment of this dependence is expressed by 
the annual payment of a certain number of 
cattle. But neither the Poyers or the 
Towkcas possess any thing like the civili- 
sation of the Mosquito people. Hence uiK 
questionably the cause and. continuance 
of their vassalage.'* 

Our author seems to think these 
savages tolerably happy. Their coun* 
try is pleasant and fertile. Never* 
theless, we find aniong them murder 
and treason; for ^ the late kinr 
George was murdered, and his deatii 
attributed very openly to his brother 
Stephen;*' we find disbontent an4 
envy; and the messengers who carrir 
the king's conmiands» carry also his 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICS. 

The Minstrel; or, the Progress of Gemus. In continuation of the Poem left unfinished 
by Dr. Beattie. Book tlie Third. 4to. pp. SI. 6». 1808. ^ 



WE seize on this specimen, which 
chance has restored to our observa- 
tion, lest it should agsdn be over- 
looked and forgotten, Arduous as the 
task is, of continuing an approved 
poem, this author is by no means 
unsuccessful in it; and the modest 
manner in which he presents it to 
the publick, renders his work the 
more interesting^ <' Notwithstanding 
the encouragement given him by his 
friends, he is," he declares, " very 
diffident of success with the pub- 
lick. He therefore offers his poem 
in its present unfinished state, not 
as a pledge for its completion, but 
that he may find, in tlie manner of 
its reception, a touchstone by which 
to ascertain its real merit." Thoiigh 
unknown to the author, we would 
willingly stand among the friends 
who encourage him to proceed. He 
writes with purity and elegance, and 
we see no deficiency of poetick ta- 
Jent of any kind, which should pre« 
vent his concluding the tale with 
;Muxess. The followmg passage will 
'Ipobably induce many of 0)ir readert 
^so- jttd^ as we do« . 



** Twas on a night most suited to his soul. 
Silent and dark, save when the moon ap» 

• peared 
Thro' shadowy clouds at intervals to roll. 
And half the scene with partial lustre 

cleaned; 
Save that the stillness of the air was 

cheered 
By waters pouring from the heights above; 
Suve that by fits the ocean's voice wafl 

heard. 
With sudden gusts of wind that stirred 

the grove. 
And rose and fell again, like tender sighs 

of love. 

*' Soothed by the scene, he traced the 

straggling course 
Of a smidl stream, which from the distant 

steep 
Of hills descending, poured its rocky fi)rce. 
With many an eddying whirl and foamy 

leap. 
Through a dark, narrow valley, to the deep*. 
Shunned was the dell by^ every earthly 

wight. 
Where ghosts and wicked elves were said 

to keep; 
True, 'twas a haunted spot; for Edwin's 

sprite 
Oft' loved to linger there^ and there the 

©use invite.** p. 24. 
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Ito THE EDITOR OF THE UVIVEH'SAL MAGAZI39E. 



ANNOTATION^ ON SHAKSPEARfi. 
&1R, 

BEING about to publish an^ 
edition of Shakspeare, I shall feel' 
happy by your circulatiiig the foHow- 
i^ ?peci|i%eiu The work is n^riy 
ready for the press^ and waits but 
for the last hand being applied t<y a 
prefatory essay, proving that Rey- 
nolds approaches as near to Plautus,L 
as Diindnd lloes to Shakspeare, kxid 
that Sheffington would write better 
^aysif he had any knowledge oi^dim 
drama* 



over several ve;*S!es without meeting 
ahy thing to change in them. An edi- 
tor who does not find, must make 
&ults. 

*' And you embrace the occation to de* 

part." 
And you'd embrace the ocean to depart 
Ti*l 1 alter at my peril. 



•* We*ll make^our leisures to attend on 
your'»i?'f 



MBRCHANT Of VENICE. 

,* Your mind i«. tossing on the oceam" 

^ The folly of editors in overlookfog 
lidis nonsense would be truly won^ 
derAil, if any human folly were w^ii- 
derftth 

Your mind is crossing of the ocean^ 
" Do overpeer d|C petty traffickers.'* 

The whole sentence evinces tiat 
our author meaned to describe ijbe 
|ride of the Argosies. I therefo<», 
without hesitation, prefer ^^ 

f ■ 
„ pooverbev the petty traffickers, f. 

*'My ventures are not in one bottM 
tniited." ^ 

My ventures are not ia one 
thrusted. 

I have no other reason for alt< 
ing tins, than that 1 h«fe pa^i 



I Ideally see no mighty impropri- 
ety iA this; the bard means:— ^« We'll 
make our leisures to attend op your 
leisures! ! I'* ■ ^ 

** IVf y wind cooling my broth, 
Womd blow me to an feg^ue.** 

This is stark-staring fiituity. Ann 
tonio is thinking -of hisj /vessels, and 
Salarino therefore, takes this mpd^. 
of arousing him icom. his lethargy. 
It should be. thus: 

My wind,' cooling my bro^. 
Would blow me to -the Hague. 

where, it iftay be supposed, the ves- 
sels wer« riding at anchor. 



^^^§^ 



*• B ut at dinner time 

I pray you have a mind wkerp we must 
L,, meet.'* 

A simple alteration illuminates 
the profo^iHi dki*kness of these lines. 

• " ' ' "";• ■ ' '' ' ' But at dinner £im6 
I pray you^l^nro^a takid^hat w« nrn^t eat: 
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<* I hold the vorld, but as a world, Bas<* 

sanlo; 
A stage, where every one must play his 

part, 
And mine's a sad one." 

If I were not excessively delicate 
in changing a letter of such a wri- 
ter as Shakspeare, J would slightly 
alter this into 

I told the world' it was a world, Bassanio; 
A stage which every one must ride in fast; 
And mind Abaddon. 

That is, take care of the devil, 
Bassanio; ride fast, and take care of 
the devil. 

*' Do cream, and mantle like a standing 
pool" 

This is a contradiction. I would 
write, 

Do cream and mantle like a stagnant pooL 

1 own that the Iricism would still 
remain, but an alteration is effected 
'at all events, and every altci-ation is 
a step to, improvement, unless, Jn- 
deed, one changes for the worse. 



grow 



a talker for this 



"Tarewell, I'll 
gear." 

Farewell, I'll grow a talker fbr this year. 

An errour of typography. The old 
editions have it, I believe, correct; 
but I have not time to look into 
them. It is not the business of an 
editor to be muddling his brains over 
old and obsolete books; nor would I 
do it if it were; my mind is too no- 
ble. 

•* 'Tis not unknown to you, Anthonio, 
How much I have disabled my e states." 

'Tis not unknown lo you, Anthonio, 
How much I have bedevil'd my estates. 

I alter this for the same reason 
that the Englishman drank gin; be- 
cause I like it. 

•* How. to get clear of all the debty I owe." 

1 am convinced, with my lord 
Karnes, that the best chronology of 
the order of Shakspeare's plays 



might be derived from internal evi^ 
dence. The above line, for instance^ 
evinces the Merchant of Venice to 
have been the first almost of his 
productions, written whilst he was 
very poor. 

** Yet, to supply the ripe wants of my 

friend, 
111 break a custom." 

Anthonio means to say, that to 
save his friend from starvation, he 
will, contrary to custom, borrow 
money ^t " usance," or, according 
to the more modern term, " usury." 
We must now, therefore, place our- 
selves in the situation of Shakspeare^ 
and imagine how he would express 
" hunger;" not surely by « ripe, 
wants," but certainly thus: 

Yet, to supply the tripe wants of mjr 

friend, 
I'U break a custom. 

Tripe wants signify the yearning 
of the bowels, and is, I believe, a 
Scotch phrase. ; 

*• That all the yeanlings which were 

streaked and pied. 
Should fall at Jacob's hire." 

I could make little sense of thisy 
till, by chance, meeting with a work 
of Bracton's [the lawyer] I read; 
'< It was the custom of this country 
formerly, when a farmer did lose a- 
young sheep, a cow, or a pig, or 
did become stricken in years, or did 
die, for the lord to allow unto him 
two shillings and six-pence, for and 
because of a dead gift or mortuary." 
From all which I infer that Shak- 
speare wrote. 

That all the younglings which were 

sti'icked and died. 
Should fall, &c. 

*• You that did void your rheum upon my 
beard." 

I cannot avoid the relation' of a 
st^ry here, which will make t^e. 
reader smile. An old gentleman, 
nAbunting Hampstead Hill, tarried 
at the Load of Hayi and explaimed: 
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<*. This ' terrible wind ' brmga the 
rheum into my eyea." « Then,- why 
don't you," -said the witty landlord, 
** drinff your eyea into the room** 

"Hie thee, gentle Jew.'* 

I would vary this, 1 confess, from 
mere caprice, but every one has his 
whim as well as his taste. # 

Hie thee. Gentile— Jew, 
conveys to my ears a more pleasing 
melody; besides which, it expresses 
the wavering opinion the Hebrew's 
apparently generous condiict had 
created. 

*• I tell thee, lady, this aspect of mine.'* 
It is really wonderful, that J)Oth 
Shakspeare and Milton accent the 
word aspect upon the last syllable. 

** Father, come, I'll take my leave of 
the Jew in the twinkling of an eye." 

I am sorry to say this is a very in- 
decent, though, it must be confess- 
ed, a ludicrous allusion to the bu- 
rial service: 

** We shall not all sleep, but we shall be 
chan.^ed in a moment — ^in the twinkling of 
an eye." 

** Like one well-studied in a sad ostent 
.,To please his grandam.** 

There are two kinds of sense (be-» 
sides . the five) one is denominated 
common sense, the second nonsense. 
Our commentators universally pre- 
fer the latter, and therefore never 
dream of explaining a passage by 
so slight a difference from the text 
as the following; 

Like one well-studied in a St. Austin, 
To please his grandam. 

A St. Austin is a prayer-book, 

** Adieu ! tears exhibit my tongue.'* 

There has been violent contro- 
versy about this passage, though it 
be simply an instance of transposi- 
tion, or, as it is termed by the rhe- 
tQri^ian]|i]i ^' dislocation.'' Shakspeare 



is fond of this kind of writing: 
thus, in the Taming of the Shrevfj 
« the oats have eaten the horses;" 
and indeed it is an excellent device^ 
to give prose an air of blank verse. 
For example: « Three men thrust 
themselves into a hole" would be 
downright and obviously prose, al- 
most to the hero of Moliere, who 
had spoken in that style all his life 
without knowing it. But the expres- 
sion becomes truely grand inverted 
thus: 

Into a hole thuee men thrust themselves. 

"But, tho* I am a daughter to his blood 
I am not to his manners." 

How ridiculous ! Shakspeare had 
in his mind's eye the Salique law, 
which debars women from the rights 
of inheritance. Jessica, therefore, 
bitterly complains, in allusion to 
this, — 

But, tho* I am a daughter to his blood 
I am not to his manors. 

But what could editors, for the most 
part educated at the plough's tail^ 
know of the Salique law? 



Jessica, my girl. 



There is some ill a brewing.' 

Criticks are like dogs, not so much 
for Swift's reason— ." that they snail 
most when there are fewest bones,"* 
but that where one is at fault, the 
whole pack inevitably follows/ All 
the editors have passed this line over 
unnoticed, and yet it is evidently er- 
roneous. I read 



-Jessica, my girl. 



There is some ale ^ brewing. 
There is some sense in this. 

*« When you shall please to play the 

thieves for wives, 
1*11 watch as long for you then ! — Com^ 

approach!** 

I smell false punctuation here. 

Pll watch as long for you!— Then, come* 
approach ! 

This likewise amendeth the poesy* 
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desefU aB4 tbis taflif 



The word vnMf gwwB cbaoleiteii 
Ipropoiesubstitutiii^^^nastyi'^rt ift 
true that this mi^ in|trrc theseftse^^ 
tut the metre is WeU prwewred. I 
qnestion whether, hyrdafiian il^-ftot 
eornipted from Hesperban, and whe^ 
tiier our bard did not allude t6 desL 
serts gathered from the gardens* o( 
the Hesperide«. But this I km not 
quite dear about. At alt eventsy some 
deviation from the text should- be 
introduced* > 

'•Fortia, adieu!'* 
I never could, with certainty, com- 
prehend the signification of this till 
I had read that facetious work of M. 



Louvet de CteVray^ (^titled Ld^J^ 
dts JimoUn du Chevalier de Faubka* 
|n One of the chapters whereof (I 
forget which) it this exposition^ 
<< adieu/' a contraction of "iidicu 
?je vous commend." I have been 
told that, tiiitick's Dictionary woiQd 
have given me as much inWrnatkHi, 
which shows how much we are disi 
posed toHravel in search of what w6 
have a^-bomes like the man who 
sbught fbr^ cuckold in every parijsb 

but {lis QWD. 

*' l^ngin^ i^d wiving goes by destiny.*^ 
-. 1 have consulted Lowth, anc^ 
fgidkig ihii line to be un^rammati- 
^ca^estcetti the whole an interpola- 
tion. - MOMUa 



TIIE KISS: OR, MOHAMA^lM gTHI? ASS DRIVER. 



Qui . le videt beatu» eit 

BcatioT qui tc audlet 

Qai blsiat-'-seMi d£Ui^ est-^ 



ii^Buchanndn. 



rr was the custom of Mohamasini 
to rise with the sun, and drive hid 
asses thro/agh the streets of Bagdatl. 
All the wor4d is aware that the milk 
of those animals is a sovereign re- 
medy against stupidity. Mobamasimt 
therefore, grew tolerably rich, for 
there was /lot a citizen who did not 
persuade his neighbour that he stood 
in woful need of the remedy. 
Twenty, years did he pass in this 
uninterrupted course, without a 
murmur, and without a' wish. He 
had heard all speak with entiiusiasm, 
of the pleasures of variety: yet heard 
with indifference. To him, that waf 
most grateful which was most easy; 
and, though not supernaturally wise,' 
he had discernment sufficient to dis* 
cover that most things become easy 
by perpetual recurrence. 

*Tis a piteous truth, that, be our 
inclinations howsoever unaspiringr 
and inoffensive, they are equally 
fubject to opposition with the most 
tm*bulent and ambitious. We ma;^ 



a^.well expect to live for ever, Sis^to 
* be. f<n* ever fortun$ite. Life is at best 
but like the beard of Hamlet's* fathei^ 
a si^ble silvered. Even the humble 
existence of Mohamasim,' it see'm^ 
was to be checkered with trouble; 
i<»r^:<mt dayv as the sultan passed 
\ff^ tlie poor follow^ s^zed with a fit 
of croughing, wiped Ms mouth with 
his .sleeve. Unfortunately, by th^ 
laws of -the Ottomans, it is a capital 
crime to Ki|»c your mouth in the 
supreme presence; but the sultan^ 
who then reigned, havinc^ stti uncom* 
mon portion of humanity and for- 
g4veness> ordi&red the punishment to 
be mitigated to a thousand lashes. 
Now, as Mohamasim could have no 
claim to feeling, for he was an asa 
driver, .a thousand lashes was a 
mere flea-bite to him; even the 
Cdtirtiers, a kind of personage re« 
n6wned for compassion and fine 
feeling, did not deny the justice and 
Tenity of the sentence; for what crime 
could be more atrocious than to 
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wipeisKieVmomh in the presence of 
a bek>g who wore red morocco slip- 
pexis? ; 

Punishments are bestowed in 
Turkey with^ome what more alacrity 
than rewards are given in England, 
Mohatnasim was stripped with sum- 
mary celerity, alid had received a 
dozen tolerably smart applications to ' 
his shoulders, when the sultkn or- 
dered the executioner to stop. The 
execvitionQr, having lent his sove- 
reign money, cared not an iota for 
his commands, so proceeded. The 
tru^h was, th|it having run up a score 
with Mohamasim, for milk, he bore 
him inveterate animosity; for there 
is nothing so merciless as ingratitude. 
Stay your hand, said the vizier, but 
still he proceeded. Stay your hand, 
exclaimed the courtiers unanimous- 
ly; but still he proceeded. Dog, said 
the sultan, enraged, ^tay thy hand, 
pr thou shalt be hanged, like the 
coffin of Mohammed, between earth 
and heaven. As the man had no vio- 
lent inclination to be hung, he with- 
held at last, and Mohamasim had 
the satisfaction of hearing him told 
to go about his business. Mohama- 
sim, said the sultan, if thou hast not 
contrived, before one revolution of 
the moon, to ki^^s the princess Rox- 
alinda, thou shalt receive the rest. 
Commander of the Faithful, said 
Mohamasim, rubbing his shoulders, 
thy will is indisputable; mankind are 
thy slaves; thou speakest and art 
* obeyed, nay, more than obeyed. 
Dust of my feet, replied the sultan, 
tamper not with my patience; choose, 
or this moment is thy last. Let me 
consider, said Mohamasim, with a 
playfulness he could not conquer; 
shall I now have nine hundred and 
siMy more of these pretty, agree- 
able, jocose lashes^ or a kiss of the 
princess ? Why, truly, I believe I shall 
prefer the kiss, if it be merely for 
the sake of variety. The sultan 
smiled, and left him. ' . 

Well, said the ass driver, when 
alone, can this be rejection; can this 
be choice; or receive nine hundred 
Vox. V. R 



and sixty lashes from the heaty 
hand of that unmerciful scoundrel, 
or kiss the princess Roxalinda, the 
most angetick of mortals; the dar- 
ling of the universe ? Am I awake f— « 
It would have puzzled Merlin him- 
self to determine how long he would 
have soliloquized in interrogations, 
had he not been interrupted by the 
m^odious remonstrances of his 
animals; but no sooner did the 
well known sounds salute his ears, 
than he « started as< from a tnoice, 
and, running to embrace his com- 
panions, profaned the very lips with 
which he was to kiss the pi^nc^ss. 
Never did scene exhibit more pathos 
on the one side, or more indifference 
on the other. The truth is, that asses 
are not remarkable for tenderness. 

As he quitted the animals, the 
difficulty of obtaining an interview 
with the princess, for the first time, 
occurred to him. Mirthful and 
thoughtless, he never dreamed of 
obstacles till he tumbled over them. 
It was not till now that he suspected 
the sultan, in giving him his choice, 
had condescended to b6 fecetious, 
and that, in fact, his shoulders were 
doomed to be fiayed as inevitably, as 
though Gravity herself held the lash. 
In the name of the prophet, said he, 
where, when, and how shall I behold 
the princess Roxalinda? What hast 
thou lo do with her, said a neigh- 
bour, slapping him with friendly 
freedom on the shoulder? 

Before I proceed, it were not 
amiss to observe upon the dissimili- 
tude of customs in differeat nations. 
In Turkey, you prove the strength 
of your friendship by raising a tu- 
mour upon your neighbour's shoul- 
der. Lapland, being intolerably fri- 
gid, the inhabitants greet each other 
with an amicable squeeze by the 
nose, remarkably conducive to a 
more general circulation of the blood. 
The Dutch, of proverbial phlegm, 
usually apply a bamboo of some ten 
or twelve inches in circumference 
to each other's posteriors; a prac- 
tice, say they, which, while it de- 
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presses the body, elevates the iflia- 
gination. In France, where all -are 
soldiers, none are esteemed friends 
who have not interchanged a bnw^e 
of bullets. Our northwest regions, 
bearing a stronger affection for their 
apparel, than for aught besides, in- 
variably seize each other by their 
coats, supporting a smart conversa- 
^on until all the buttons are twisted 
off, or a doten buttonholes decreased 
into one. We have, indeed, as well 
as the Turks, a fashion of tapping 
on the, shoulder, a circumstance 
which renders suf&cient reason for 
deriving the one nadon from the 
other; especially when we consider 
that their *'®»40" answers exactly 
to our " Aye," except that it is pro- 
nounced and spelled differently, and 
varies altogether in signification. But 
to return: 

« What hast tliou to do with the 
princess Roxalinda?" Do with her, 
said Mohamasim, chuckling, why I 
tie under the disagreeable necessity 
of kissing her. What I Mohamasim, 
the ass-driver kiss the princess I 
kiss your asses, you idiot. I have, 
said Mohamasim. Yes, and when 
thou shalt have surmounted yonder 
walls, escaped the vigilance of five 
hundred eunuchs, and explored thy 
way through inextricable avenues, 
thou shalt kisB.Roxalinda. 

In melancholy mood did Moha- 
ntasim one moment contemplate the 
walls, and the next placed his hand 
instinctively upon his shoulders. Oh 
Roxalindai exclaimed he, among 
the multitude of thy admirers, who 
moi*e urgently needs, who more ar- 
<Jently desires a kiss, than Mohama- 
sim .the ass-diHver. Then did his 
rustick imagination dwell upon her 
various beauties; her shape so deli- 
cate, so majestick; her motion so 
mugniHcent; her apparel so lofty, 
and her fes^thers so waving; her 
sweMing bosom— -neque eas ut fioemi- 
nis pendiculas, sed quales virgini- 
bus giobosas^-'and her lips rosy, and 
pouting like the cherry. 

As he proceeded towards the pa- 



lace, so disordered were his senses^ 

he thought the walls increased ift 
height as he approached; his heart 
misgave him as he surveyed them; 
no friendly inequality for the hand 
to grasp, or the wearied foot to rest 
upon. Could I but make a begin- 
ning, said he, half my difiicultieB 
were vanquished. So xVrchimede* 
could have turned the earth, had he 
but possessed a second to hold his 
apparatus. 

He now endeavoured to scale the 
walls, but every effort decreased his 
strength and his hopes; and, had lie 
not fallen asleep in the midst of his 
perplexities, he had perhaps exerted 
himself into madness; but even from 
balmy sleep he gathered no relief; 
he 4reamed of nothing but the prin- 
cess. Now he beheld her pressing 
hep ripe lips in mockery against .an 
inaccessible window; and now pla- 
cing his hand upon the summit of 
the wall, he leaped* over it with as 
much facility and as much contempt 
as Remus over those of infant Rome. 
When he awoke, his faculties were 
less circumscribed, and his patience 
had acquired renewed energy; he 
imagined and rejected scheme a&er 
scheme; but, instead of regrettmg 
their impracticability, he lay on Li^ 
back in mute amaze at the inex« 
haustibility of his own invention. At 
length he determined. If, said he, 
Mohamasim has any affection for 
the shoulders of Mohamasim, he 
must cease to be Mohamasim. Phi- 
losophers and Persian physicians 
are above all men respected in Tur* 
key; rise up then, good Mohama- 
sim, a philosopher, he said, and 
sprang from the ground; his heart 
dilated with hope as he hastened. t9 
his hut. He secured his doors, and 
proceeded to the habitation of a re- 
nowned sage, to obtain some infor- 
mation how to proceed. Arrived, he 
acquainted his host with his story, 
and his intentions, and petitioned for 
his assistance; but petitioning was 
not sufficient^ he was compelled to 
pay for it* 
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My son, said the sage, go instantly 
to the city, and dispute upon the 
most engaging of all topicks, reli- 
gion. But I know nothing ot reli* 
gion. No matter, declare that you 
could have formed the universe in 
three days fewer than it occupied 
the Almighty. Lament tliat you were 
not consulted at the creation, and 
demonstrate that the earth would 
revolve better on its axis if not 
flattened at the poles; prove that 
women have no souls: But if I can** 
not, interrupted Mohamasim ? Never 
heed; in all difficulties make wry 
&ces, and look big; become more 
positive, the more you find yourself 
in errour; what you cannot prove, 
declare self evident; and speak 
louder, the weaker your argument. 
If your auditors do not comprehend 
you, say you cannot furnish them 
with understanduig. That I may 
safely do, said Mohamasim. And re- 
member that the most convincing of 
^l arguments is to turn upon your 
heel. To turn upon my h«el I oh ! 
oh ! then I will venture to assert, 
' that I shall become the first of logi- 
cians; to turn upon my heel, delight- 
ful reasoning ! Listen, continued the 
$age; assert that the sun is a body 
of ice; that Adam was seven hun- 
dred and forty nine feet high; that 
Lorerizo de Medici was a bastard; 
and that all animals can live without 
air, except camelions and poets. 
These rules are all I have to offer; 
and with the few every-day maxims 
Which follow, uttered with the sen- 
^entiousness of aphorisms and apo- 
phthegms, you will doubtless suc- 
ceed. 

Virtue consists in doing good, and 
refraining from evil; vice in doing 
evil, and refraining from good. 

If there were no 'poverty, th^re 
were no wealth; since to be rich, is to 
possess what your neighbours do not. 

There are no such things, either 
in nature, or in imagination, as 
square circles, or circular squares. 

As water is not ice, ice cannot be 
water; yet gravy is gravy, ccHigealed 
or uncongealed. 



* No mstn can be deceived by fiitu- 
rity, who does not intrust it. 

He who loses his thumb, is still a 
man; thcfn why not he who loses 
his headE 

He who destroys himself to day, 
will scarcely behold the dawning of 
to morrow. 

And now, my son, as I have no- 
thing to superadd, journey with so 
lemnity to the end of the chamber, 
and shake thine head. Shake my 
head ! said Mohamasim, in amate. 
Yes, shake thine head. But I can- 
not; I never could: for I was bom 
with a stiff heck. What! attempt to 
be a philosopher, and unable to 
shake thine head ! Dunce, blockhead, 
idiot, driveller 1 depart, begohe, 
hence, away ! and leam that no man 
can be a philosopher who cannot 
shake his head; 'tis at least three 
fourths of his wisdom. 

Mohamasim went his way, but did . 
not despond, for he was still deter- 
mined to play the doctor. Had he 
been in England, his incapacity to 
shake his noddle would have been 
of serious inconvenience, even in 
that character; but matters are or- 
dered otherwise in Turkey, where 
that piK>found species of gesticula- 
tion is entirely resigned to philoso- 
l^ers. Mohamasim once more trod 
the path to his cottage; and such 
was his alaciity and expedition, that 
though naturally beardless, cheerful 
in countenance, and rapid in deli- 
very, he issued forth completely de- 
vested of himself; and, ere the lapse 
of an hour, was seen standing at the 
gates of the palace with all the ex- 
teriors of a Persian doctor. 

It happened to our hero, as it al- 
most ever happens to short sighted 
humanity, that he owed his success 
to his imbecility. Had he disguised 
himself better, he had defeated his 
own schemes; since, according to 
the custom of the country, he would 
have undergone examination by the 
most learned of the nation. Happily, 
this practice, so pregnant with mis- 
chief to his plans, was escaped by 
the vizier's recognising him the mo- 

uigiiizea oy ■vj^v^x'-^ 



133 



SPIRIT OF THE MAGAZINES. 



inent he entered. The sultan^ who 
possessed more of the vi* ccnnica 
than is usual with sultans, no sooner - 
understood the business, than he de- 
termined to humour the deception. 
He ,c;ntered, and ordering all but the 
vizier to withdraw, witli inimitable 
gravity began to examine the assi* 
nego himself. Bravo 1 thought Mo- 
hamasim, the sultan knows no moi'C 
of the materia medica than— *than-— 
than I. Had . he studied for a year, 
he could have determined upon no 
comp^irison better illustrative of me- 
dical ignorance. 

My vizier, said the sultan, has a 
kinsman afflicted with the epilepsy. 
Give him fenugreek and lillies. An 
uncle, added the sultan, suffers un- 
der a violent phlegmon of Give 

him lillies and fenugreek, Again I 
cried the sultan; why what is more 
opposite to the epilepsy than a 
phlegmon? True, replied the ass. 
driver, with infinite vivacity; and 
pray, sire, what is more opposite to 
fenugreek and lillies, than lillies and 
fenugreek ? The sultan smiled, and 
the vizier, less delicate in his mirth, 
crowed aloud with laughter. 

For a multitude of complaints re- 
medies were proposed by Mohama- 
sim with equal facility. At length 
the sultan pronounced the name of 
the princess. I am glad, said the 
doctor, she is unwell; that is, be- 
cause-^I am glad — I mean, I am 
sorry — that I shall have the honour 
pf curing one so cherished by your 
people, which will give me mighty 
satisfaction. You appear to be so 
confused between joy and sorrow, 
that you know not what you say; but, 
come, follow nie. His heart beating 
turbulently with expectation, Moha- 
masim, accompanied by the sultan, 
paced an extensive suite of chambers, 
embellished with ac|mirable paint- 
ings, superb tapestry, and couches 
covered with cloth pf gold; all which 
Mohamasim, with great apathy, 
wished at the devil, for retarding his 
progress. The sultan observing his 
ipipetuosity, sported with it; he wa? 



minutely descriptive in his remarks; 
on this sofa he had toyed, hour after 
hour, with a favourite sultana, and 
on that chewed opiutcs by the 
pound; this was the portrait of an 
ancestor who wore a rose-coloured 
turban, and that of an ancestor 
who did not wear a rose-coloured 
turban. The poor fellow waxed fu- 
cious with vexation and impatience; 
I wish, thought he, every one of 
your ancestors were cast into the 
rose-coloured sea. 

After a perambulation of an hour, 
they reached an extensive saloon, 
where the sultan seated himself 
upon the carpet in that position 
whic^h our tailors are so fond of ape- 
ing, and exclaimed, prepai'e for the 
physician I U pon the . in stant, to the 
unutterable astonishment of Moha- 
masim, innumerable hands and arms 
were projected through the tapestry 
from the adjacent chamber. This» 
said the sultan, is the custom of the 
Turks; from the appearance of the 
arm, and the beating of the pulse, 
ascertain their complaints, and ad- 
minister; I leave yqu to your obser- 
vations; but remember to respect our 
laws. 

Recovered from his wonder, Mo- 
hamasim inquired for the princess, 
but obtained no reply. What, said 
he^ are ye women, and cannot speak ? 
A pair of arms were gently waved 
to and fro; alas ! said he, shrewd and 
discerning as I am, I can neither 
remove phlegmons nor epilepsies 
by regarding a pair of withered 
elbows, ph love i love ! sighed a 
voice. Of all complaints, s^id the 
doctor, that has least to do .with the 
elbows. Art thou a man, aaid the 
voice ? I believe so, replied.the doc- 
tor. Return thee hither at night, 
then, and be happy. Though a pair 
of arms, aged, withered, and diseas- 
ed, was no veiy inviting entrance tp 
happiness, Mohamasim bowed with 
feigned ecstacy, and embraced them; 
he had little inclination to the in»- 
trigue, but he hoped it might lead 
^Q ^n interview with the . princess; 
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and then, said he, who knows what 
may happen. I have no wife, and 
owe not a farthing to chick or child. 
He now retrod the galleries, turn- 
ing a deaf ear to the supplications 
of bis patients; do not die to night, 
said he, laughing, for I shall see 
your elbowships to morrow. In the 
midst of this pretty speech he was 
rather surprised to feel himself rude- 
ly seized by a set of infernal looking 
fellows, with squeaking voices, who, 
notwithstanding his tears and en- 
treaties, bore him away to the sul- 
tan. Mohamasim, said the comman- 
der of the Faithful, since you have 
contrived to kiss the princess, I 
remit the punishment of the whip; 
but, for having attempted to impose 
upon me, the master of the earth, 
the wisest of mankind, I doom thee 
to imprisonment till the moon 
change; nevertheless, care shall be 
taken that you not only live, but live 
Itttuiiously. I command, said he, 
turning to his slaves, that Mahoma- 
sim be plentifully supplied with food, 
afxl that it be daily changed, lest it 
pall upon the appetite, from fenu- 
greek and lillies, to lillies and fenu- 
greek; hurry him away. 
V Mohamasim, though immured in 
a cell, where nothing was less trou^ 



blesome than the light, could not 
refrain his laughter. Now, said he!, 
has this master of the earth, this 
wisest of mankind, taken into his 
silly head that I have kissed the 
princess; well, since my shoulders 
arc secure, of what consequence is a 
few basins of boiled lillies ? thank 
heaven I am not incarcerated with 
that amorous old beldam of withered 
excellence. 

He had not been an hour con- 
fined, ere, with tiresome punctuality, 
the promised beverage was handed 
to him in all the mockery of splen- 
dour. Determined to rid himself of 
the nauseating task, by performing 
it without delay, he was raising it to 
his lips, when his progress was re- 
tarded by a voice, which he recog- 
nised for his friend the sultan*s, ex- 
claiming: " Happy the being, who, 
like Mohamasim the ass driver, 
drinks physick from a golden saick, 
and rapturously kisses the elbows, 
aged, withered, and diseased, of that 
amorous old beldam, the princess 
Roxalinda !" 

«l*he princess Roxalinda?*' echo- 
ed Mohamasim; « holy prophet, who 
ever dreamed of a princess being old 
and uglyi" 

MOMUS. 
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FEMALE HEROISM, AS EVINCED DURING THE REIGN OF TEHROUR OF 
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 



IN reviewing Mrs. Bristow's 
translation of Mons. Legouve's poem 
la M&rite dea Femmes^ we express- 
ed our surprise at her not inserting 
those autbentick anecdotes, which 
that author had collected and added 
to his notes. — ^We then promised to 
supply her omission; we now enter 
on the fulfilment of our promise; 
they will form an interesting sequel 
to the curious nariratives which we 
collected in our first volume, in proof 
of the celebrated prophecy found 
after M. de la Harpe's death, among 
his papers. 



It is impossible to reflect, without 
emotion and gratitude, on the coura- 
geous affection and indefatigable 
perseverance, which were displayed 
by the female sex under the reign of 
terrour, towards theu* proscribed 

husbands, relations, or friends 

First, they petitioned the convention 
in their behalf, to the number of 
1500 or 1600. Afterwards, in ail the 
towns where incarcerations and 
murders took place, they braved 
every danger, made every entresty, 
submitted to every sacrifice, to save, 
or at least to see, and to comfort, thQ 

uigiiizea oy -v^j v^v^pt i\^ 



1.^4 



SPIRIT OF THE MAGAZINES. 



objects of their affection; and more 
than once, when they could neither 
obtain their liberty ngr protect thera, 
they, willingly shared their captivity 
and death. I should be very happy 
to pay a tribute to each of those he- 
roines, in recording her name and 
the instance of her magnanimity; 
but how could I collect accounts of 
actions so innumerable ? I have, 
however, gathered some: they will 
be sufficient to attest the truth of 
my verses, while they wimess the 
kindness of those consoling angels, 
who, in days of crime, imitated Pro- 
vidence itself. 

Madame I-efort, in one of the 
western departments, trembling for 
the life of her husband, then impri- 
soned as a conspirator, bought a 
permission to see him. At dark, she 
files to him with a double dress; 
she prevails on him to change ap- 
parel, to go out in this disguibe, and 
to leave her there. On the next day 
it is discovered that his wife has ta- 
ken his place. The representative 
addresses her in a menacing tone, 
.« wretch, what have you done ?" — 
« My dutyi* says she, « do yours** 

The same stratagem was employ- 
ed at Lyons, when that valiant city, 
reduced to subrhit to her conquer- 
ors, became the theatre of the most 
barbarous executions* One of the 
inhabitante is marked for imprison- 
ment; his wife is apprised of it; she 
hastens to warn him, gives him all 
her money and jewels, forces him to 
escape, and puts on the dress of this 
threatened husband. The execution- 
ers come to demand him: his wife 
dressed like him makes her appear- 
jmce, and is conducted to the com- 
mittee. The deceit being soon dis- 
covered, she is examined respect- 
ing her husband; she answers^ that 
^( she has obliged him to fly; and that 



she glories in having exposed her 
own life to save his." When threat- ' 
ened with immediate death, if she 
does not disclose the road he has ta- 
ken, her answer is: « Strike whene- 
ver you like, I am ready." She is 
told that « the good of the country 
requires she should give informa- 
tion," she exclaims: « The country 
does not command nature to be out- 
raged." 

Paris, as well as the departments, 
exhibited wonderful instances of 
connubial affection. 

Madame Lavalette, a prisoner in 
La Bourbe,* with her husband, learns 
that he is about to appear before the> 
tribunal; she runs to him, clasps him 
by the neck and legs, and entreats 
the gaol keeper to let her go with 
him. This dire favour was denied' 
her. — 

Madame Davaux obtained it.f Her 
husband, formerly lieutenant general 
in .the presidial of Riom, had been 
arrested in that town, and ordered 
to be carried to the Conciergeri'e; 
he was overwhelmed with age and 
infirmities. Madame Davaux, aware 
of the fate prepared for him, resolv- ' 
ed to share the bloody sacrifice. No 
warrant had been issued against her; 
and not being confined, she jumped 
upon the wagon in which the pri- 
soners of the departments were car- 
ried to Paris. On their arrival, she 
was imprisoned with them, and died 
five months after on the scaffold, by 
the side of her husband, while she 
was embracing him. 

Madame Lavergne, the wife of 
the commander in Longwy, raised 
her voice in his favour, before the 
revolutionary tribunal, when he was 
examined respecting the surrender 
of that town. Fruitless exertion ! 
his sentence was pronounced in her 
presence. She then abandoned her- 



• La Bourbe, la Conciergerie, le PlessU, le I«usembourg, I'Abbaye, Sevres, Port 
libre, were houses of arrestation, or prisons in Paris. 

« f Bxtvact from the book entitled La PhilotofMe du BwheuVt of Cit. Delilk De- 
^alle^ author of la JPhilMophie de la J^Tature, 
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self to de9paiF. To be immolated,* it 
-was sufficicDt to exclaim " Five le 
Hoi /" she made it resound through 
the hall. In vain were the judges 
-willing to consider her as insane; 
she persisted in repeating the ex- 
clamation, till she obtained her wish 
and was condemned. 

Madame Rdland, the minister's 
jvife, pleaded his cause, at the bar of 
the convention, with as much for- 
titude as eloquence. When arrested 
and unable to assist him, she be- 
queathed an example of intrepidity 
in death, in the calm with which she 
went to the scaffold. 

Some unfortunate persons were 
brought to Paris, and put in the 
Plessis, to be tried. One of them 
had a young and beautiful wife, who 
had not quitted him. While she was 
walking in the yard, with the other 
prisoners, her husband was called to 
the door of the prison. Anticipating 
this as the signal for his death, she 
endeavours to follow him; the jailer 
objects to it; but strengthened by 

• her misery, she breaks through every 
thing, runs into the arms of her 
husband, and clasps him, to enjoy at 
least the direful comfort of sharing 
his fate. The guards separate them. 
t< Barbarians," said she, ^ still I will 
die;*' instantly she flies to the iron 
door of the prison, violently strikes 
her head against it, and falls expiring 
on the spot. 

Marshal de Mouchy was carried 
to the Luxembourg. No sooner was 
he there, than his wife comes in. 

. They observe to her that the war- 
rant does not mention her; her an- 
swer is: '* Since my husband is im- 
prisoned, I am also a prisoner." He 
is brought before the revolutionary 
tribunal; she accompanies him. The 
publick accuser observes that she 
has not been subpoenaed; her answer 
is: « Since my husband is summoned 
here, I must come also." He is at 
last sentenced to die; she steps with 



hini into the bloody cart. The eocc. 
cutioner tells her she is not con* 
demned: " Since my husband is con- 
demned:" says she, « I am also.** 
Without uttcriny another word; she 
was executed with her husband.* 

if, in those horrid days, Hymen 
made every exertion in behalf of 
the unfortunate, it may be well con- 
ceived that Love, more impetuous, 
did not yield 10 him. 

The mistress of citizen Causs:,a 
merchant in Toulouse, gave an in- 
stance of this. ^ 

The revolutionary commission of 
that town had condemned him; it 
waa dark when his sentence was 
pronounced; therefore the execution 
was delayed till the next day. His 
mistress having heard of the delay, 
resolved to take advantage of it to 
deliver him from the hands of the 
executioners. There was an unin- 
habited house adjoining the place 
where he was to spend the night. 
She, who, during his trial, had sold 
all her property, to procure money 
to lavish in his behalf, immediately 
purchases that house. Thither she 
runs with a trusty chambermaid. 
They perforate the wall adjoining 
the prison, and make an 9pening in 
it large enough for the escape of the 
captive whom they wish to release; 
but the neighbourhood being crowd- 
ed with guards, how can their dis- 
covery of him be prevented ? A mi- 
litary disguise, which this cautious 
friend has brought with her, con- 
ceals his escape. Dressed herself as 
a gend'armes, she leads him on 
through the sentries. They went 
thus through the town without being 
recognised, and passed by the very 
place where the instrument was pre- 
paring which was to cut off a head, 
that Love contrived in this manner 
to preserve. 

Love rescued also a young man of 
Bourdeaux, who had been thrown 
into one of the prisons of that town. 



• This venerable Duke, the Marshal dc Mouchy, was upwards of sever^y yean of 
aS^ei his lady was nearly as o\d^^£ilttor. 
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Tlicf pestiletitial ait* he breathed 
there, undermined liis heahb; he 
ipas carried to the hospital. A young 
nurse was ordered to attend on him. 
To a handsome faee he joined the 
advaAtages of birth and fortune At 
first, his pleasing countenance inter- 
ested her, and when he had acquaint- 
ed her with all his misfortunes and 
forebodings, pity completed what 
tender sympathy began. She resolved 
to effect his escape. After imparting 
her design to him, without avowing 
her partiality, she advised him to 
feign as. if he were in violent con- 
vulsions and expiring. The young 
man acted the part allotted to him. 
Sister Theresa, according to cus- 
tom, spread the sheet over his head. 
The physician came at the usual 
hour; she toid^him the patient had 
just breathed his last; he went away, 
without suspecting her deception. 
At dark sister Theresa pretended 
that the corpse had been claimed, 
fcr the instruction of the young sur- 
geons, and she had it brought to the 
hall for dissection. When he was 
there she gave him a suit of clothes, 
belonging to a surgeon who was in 
the secret; and in this disguise he 
escaped without notice. The fraud 
was not discovered till the next day. 
Sister Theresa was examined; and 
using no dissimulation, so awful 
was her eandour, that she was spar- 
ed. Meanwhile, she had inspired the 
young Bordelese with a passion still 
stronger than her own; he induced 
her to come to his retreat; and 
there, on his knees, he entreated 
her to embellish the days she had 
preserved^ by consenting to be his 
wife; as may be readily conceived, 
she did not refuse; since she was 
receiving as much happiness as she 
conferred They went together to 
Spain, where they were married. 

Madame C.^.r could prove her 
love to Cit. Boyer only by dying with 
him. They were imprisoned toge- 
ther in Paris. One day Boyer was 
summoned before the tribunal, as a 
witness. liis fellow prisoners thought 



they should not see him any more, 
and the looks of all were directed 
towards his mistress She seemed 
to be composed, and retired to write. 
One of her friends, suspecting that 
this apparent calm might conceal a 
daring design, watched her, and in- 
tercepted a letter which she had 
written to the pub'lick accuser. By 
this letter he was informed of every- 
feeling of her burning heart Ma- 
dame C r expressed in it her 

wishes for the restoration of royalty, 
which was the same as calling for 
death; she expected it. But as she 
received no answer, she was afraid 
her letter had been intercepted; she 
wrote another, and took every care 
that it might reach its destination. 
In the mean while the journals 
were kept out of her sight, because 
Boyer m as on the list of those whe 
had been executed. She said to her 
friends: / kn(nv he ia no mort^ do not 
deceive me^ I harve courage. They at 
length confessed the truth. She re- 
ceived this last blow with the great- 
est fortitude, and retired again to 
her apartments: there she read 
over once more her lover's letters, 
of which she made a girdle round 
her waist, and spent the remainder 
of the night in lamenting him. On 
the next day, she dressed herself 
with great nicety, and while at 
breakfast with the other prisoners, 
she heard the bell ringing. " It e> 
me whom they come to fetchf* ex- 
claimed she joyfully. « Farewell'^ 
my friends; I am hapfiy^ I am going 
to follow him*** She then cut off her 
beautiful hair, and divided it among" 
her friends. She gave a ring to one 
of them, a necklace to another, and 
after begging that they would some- 
times look at these presents, she- 
took her leave. She ran to the tri- 
bunal; she was asked if she was the 
author of the letter which she was 
called to account for: Yeay Mon^ 
aters! I directed it to you; you have 
murdered my lover; strike m.e no'a>: 
here is my head. When on the scaf- 
fold she exclaimed: Aere, he perish" 
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ed yeaterday^ ut the name hour; I 
^ee his blood; come^ executioner^ and 
mia: that of hie lover's mth it ! After 
tittering these words, she tendered 
her neck to the bloody axe, repeat- 
ing to her last moment the oame 
she held so dear. 

Another woman distinguished 
herself, after the death of her lover, 
by an action of a dif¥brent nature 
but no less affectionate. She had 
witnessed the execution of the un- 
fortunate, on whom her affection 
was fixed. She followed his remains 
to the place where they were to be 
buried with those of several others. 
There she entices the cupidity of 
the gravedigger to obtain the head 
of a beloved victim, and tells him:— - 
«* Eyes full of love^ which death has 
just nov> extinguished^ zhe ^finest hair 
in the worlds youthful graces wither^ 
ed by sorrow; such is the picture of 
the one I want; 100 Louis d*or will 
be the reward of such a service** 
The head was promised. She came 
again alone and trembling, to re- 
ceive it in a valuable veil. But na- 
ture was not so strong as love. Ex- 
hausted by such struggles, this fond 
lover fell do^vn at the corner of Rue 
St. Florentin, and to the terrified 
eyes of beholders revealed her se- 
cret, and what she was carrying. 
She was sent before the tribunal, 
where the judges made a charge 
against her, of what ought to have 
excited their sympathy; and she 
went to the scaffold, in the conso- 
ling hope of finding in another world 
the object which had animated her 
with such a delirious passion ! 

Fraternal affection inspired also 
sacrifices. 

The sister of a bookseller in Paris, 
of the name of Gatiy, being present 
when her brother was condemned, 
exclaimed Vive le Roi I within the 
court itself. She wanted to die with 
him; but this sad satisfaction was 
denied her, and her execution was 
delayed till the next day. 

Mademoiselle Maille, confined in 
Bue de Sevres, sacrificed herself 

Vol. v. s 



for her sister in law. She went to 
the yard with the other prisoners, 
to hear the names of the condemned 
called over; her name being pro* 
nounoed, she steps forwards, but 
observes that the surname not be- 
longing to her, must apply to ano* 
ther person. She is asked whether 
she knows who that person is ^ [it 
was her sister in law] she remains 
silent; she is ordered to disclose her 
retreat. "J do nor wish for deaths** 
says she, " but I /infer it a thousand 
times to the shame of savings myself • 
at the exfiense of another; I am 
ready to follow you," 

After the surrender of Lyons five 
prisoners escaped from a dungeon 
called the Cave of Death; the sis- 
ters of young Porral facilitated their 
evasion. They gave a part of their 
fortune to obtain access to their bro- 
ther, and through the greatest dan- 
gers visited him several times, and 
procured him the necessary imple- 
ments: young Porral made use of 
them with as much success as bold* 
ness, and soon came with his four 
fellow prisoners, to thank his sisters, 
who assisted him to elude the seaixh 
which his fiight occasioned. 

[A very particular account of this 
evasion, witli many others, some of 
them conducted with wonderful dex- 
terity, was published at Lyons, after 
the reign of terrour had subsided^ 
It shows to what fury revolutionary 
principles may be impelled.] 

Madame Elizabeth could have 
avoided the dangers which threaten-', 
ed the Bourbons, by joining those of 
her brothers who emigrated from 
France; but she rather renounced 
all thought of herself than forsake 
the most unfortunate of them. She 
wab executed soon after the king, 
with ihe placidity of mild innocence. 
When carrying to the scaffold, her 
neck handkerchief fell off; being 
thus exposed to the gaze of the 
crowd, she addressed to the execu» 
tioner these memorable words: " In 
the name of decency cover my bo* 
som,*' 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LATE ALEXANDER ADAM, L. L. D. 

RECTOR OF THE HIGH SCHOOL OF EDINBURGH. 



DR. ADAM,' it appears, was born 
in 1741, the son of one of those lit- 
tle farmers who then abounded in 
Scotland, but are now swallowed up 
in the vortex of monopolists, or ra- 
ther filuralieta. His father, though 
poor, had the honest ambition, so 
creditable to Scotchmen, of giving 
his son a liberal education; and the 
son appeared no less ambitious of 
profiting by this paternal attention. 
" Having gone through the routine of 
the Latin language, as it was then 
usually taught in a parochial school, 
Mr. Adam turned his steps towards 
Aberdeen, with the intention c»f con- 
tending for a Bursary, an exhibition 
of small value." Being, however, 
unsuccessful, he proceeded to Edin- 
burgh, and here comes the econo- 
mical anecdote, and which we shall 
give in his biographer's own words: 
"{Jis studies were continued with 
unremitting vigour, and his finances 
>vpre so straitened, that in his anx- 
iety to" go forward to the grand ob- 
ject of his career, he even abridged 
his portion of the necessaries of life. 
Up entered the Lpgick Class, in the 
vicinity of Edinburgh, 4th Nov. 1758, 
and about that time began to assist 
young Mr. Maconochie (now a lord 
of session, by the title of lord Mea- 
dowbank) in that capacity which is 
commonly styled a private teacher. 
Fpr his services he received only 
one guinea in three months*, yet, as 
he had no other method of raising a 
sixpence, he contrived to sulisist 
upon this sum, and in a manner that 
will now appear incredible. He 
lodged in a sma.ll room at Restalrig, 
in the northeastern suburbs; and 
for this accommodation he paid four 
pence per week. All his meals, ex- 
cept dinner, uniformly consisted of 
patmeal made into porridge, toge- 
ther with small beer, of \ehich he 
only allowed himself half a bottle at 
atinie. When he wished to dine, he 
purchased a penny loaf at the near- 
est baker's shop, and if the day was 



fair, he would despatch his meal in 
a walk to the meadows, or Hop© 
Park, which is adjoining the south* 
em part of the city; but, if the 
weather was foul, he had recourse 
to some long and lonely stairs (the 
old houses in^Edinburgh haye all 
common staircases, mostly of an un- 
conscionable height, one in particu- 
lar being fourteen stories) which he 
would climb, eating his dinner at 
every step. By this means, all ex- 
pense for cookery was avoided, and 
he wasted neither coals nor candle, 
for when he was chill, he used to 
run till his blood began to glow, and 
his evening studies were always pro- 
secuted under the roof of some one 
of his companions. The youths of 
Scotland have hitherto been remark- 
able for parsimony and perseverance; 
but no man was ever more co^n- 
pletely under the influence of 9^ vir? 
tuous emulation, than Mr. Adam. 
The particulars of his conduct, 
which are here related, have not 
been exaggerated in any manner, for 
he frequently told the same story to 
his pupils. At a convivial meeting 
between Mr. Adam and Mr. Luke 
Eraser, another of the masters of the 
high school, the latter, who was very 
sceptical as to Mr. Adam's parsi- 
mony, took the trouble of bringing 
together upon paper, the various 
items of his friend's expenditure, 
and actually found, that in six months 
it did not amount to two guineas !" 
Dr. Adam's merits as a scholar, a 
teacher, a grammarian, and an au- 
thor, were undoubtedly high; and, 
during the forty three years he held 
the rectorship, by his talents and 
assiduity he raised the school f es- 
pecially the higher class, which it 
was his immediate province to teach) 
from a very low state to the zenith 
of prosperity; and he^ was enabled 
for many years to live and entertain 
his friends in a style of excellence, 
perhaps not inferiour to the learne^ 
lord, his former pupil, 
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prhe following beautiful ode fi-om a cor- 
respondent, whose pen enriched a for- 
mer number of Uie Select Reviews, was 
sent to us ma»iy months since. — It was 
unfortunately mislaid; but being now 
recovered, is inserted without hesitation 
or delay.] [JErf. SeL Jtev, 



ODE TO PLEASURE. 

I. 1. 

WHENCE tbe touch, the magick thrill, 
Hiat through my bosom glides and glow- 
ing frame? 
Qilick glancing as the lightning's flame 
Scaths the proud oak or pine at Jove's 

high will. 
Waving on the frighted hill. 
When, hid in clouds, the awful mo- 
narch stands, 
And rolls his angry thunders o'er the 

sky. 
Fading from my kindling eye, 
. And startled at the power's commands. 
Pale care retires, amid the train . 
That hid in brooding night remain: 
Her spell no longer now confines; 
A new-born spirit wakes, a new-bom ra- 
diance shines. 

I. 2. 

Ah ! what queen of blissful art 
Iffow breathes her fervour through my 

glowing soul ? 
With ruddy warmth and freely roll 
The bounding currents from my beating 

heart, 
Balmed at once its recent smart, 
light o'er my head, in visionary dream. 
Soft peace descends and waves her dove- 
like wing- 
While her hands, benignant fling 
Her blessings in continual stream. 
See Fancy lends her fairy aid. 
In charms from Nature's store arrayed. 
And, rising to my dazzled sight. 
Spreads wide her pictured scenes, in gay 
luxuriance bright. 



I. 3. 

And lo ! advancing on ttie plain. 
Appears a smiling, beauteous train, 
. With tripping footstep slightly bounding 
To delighted musick sounding. 
And, as flushed the forms advance^ 
On me they bend the favouring glance. 
Pointing to enchanted ground. 
Foremost pleasure moves along, 
And softly breathes her siren song} 
While giddy Mirth, with wreath tantas- 
tick crowned, 
Whom Bacchus taught of old, and 

played 
With him in his viny shade, 
And to the jocund stripling gave 
His freshest cup of Nectared wave. 
Sports beside the Goddess wild; 
And Love, the rosy-dimpled child. 
With blooming cheek, and, archly smil- 
ing. 
Unsuspecting hearts beguiling. 
Leading the cherub Joy in hand. 
Peeps from behind bis mask, and Waves 
his air-light wand ! 

II. 1. 

Hail ye guides on man who wait ! 
For whom ye deigned to leave your native 

sky. 
And, while the fiends of death stood by. 
Snatched half the bitter trom the cup 

of fate ! 
Blessing the propitious date. 
Then infant hope unveiled the distant 
years. 
And held her flattering mirror to the 

view. 
Clear as morning's crystal dew. 
Unsullied yet by sighs or tears: 
With rapture rung the heavenly choir. 
And, while was heard from every lyre 
The strains sublime of lasting truth. 
Thee, Pleasure, thee they named the 
g^uardian of his youth. 

n. 2. 

Seated in her stony cell, 
Misti-ess of thought and gloomy Memo- 
ry's powers, 
Pije Melancholy marka the heum 
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71)^ dwift decline of fleeting life that 

tell! 
Ah ! can thought their force repel ?— 
With solemn brow she woos me to her 
seaty 
Where oft 1 met the moralizing maid; 
But the dim recess of shade 

Explore shall duteous now my feet. 
When Pleasure, with seductive mein» 
Points her opening paths between. 
And holds the goblet o'er whose side 
Flows the inspiring juice^ and bids me 
quaff the tide ? 

II. 3. 

bear me to your bleat retreats. 
Your breathing bower8,ezhaling sweets. 
Where sfx>rtaye zephyr Gutters, shaking 
Golden wings, and gently waking 

All the myrtic<murmuring grove ! 
And there with thee my steps shall 
rove. 

Distant from each mortal care; 
There Love shall aim his honied dart. 
Thrill, but never wound the heart; 

And melting maids, as yielding kind as 
fair, 
In daUiance dear, and amorous play. 
Glancing looks of humid ray. 
And sighing odours, as they go. 
Shall, with the soul's debcious glow. 
Lead me to the rosy bed 
For blissful rites their hands have 

spread: 
And ever ceaseless joys amassing. 
As the moments bright are passing. 

Attentive forms shall, mocking doom, 

Strow with oblivious flowers my passage 
to the tomb ! 

III. 1. 

Long, a stranger to repose, 
I prest the thorny couch of thought for- 
lorn; 
Yet bleeding with my bosom torn, 

1 called no power my weai-y eyes to 

close, 
Jealous of my cherished woes: 
' And oft when dimly glimmering in her 

sphere 
Hung midnight's silent, solitary lamp. 
Wandering at her season damp, 
I paused the torrent's roar to hear; 
Or when the moon, in fleecy shroud, 
fihrimk pale behind her fearful doud, 
I loved, amidthe soul-affrighting hours. 
To hear the rushing blast that raved 
among the towers ! 

III. 2, 
Realms of rich delight and joy, 
M length I reach •ecure your Jiles^ do* 



Oh ! Pleasure, goddess of these plains. 
Ne'er changeful turn from thy adoring 

boy. 
But give my hours their fond employ ! 
She smiles, and fresher beauties clothe 
the scene; 
Entrancing musick steals upon the air: 
Drooping flower's their bloom repair. 
And fling their fragrance round their 

queen. 
'Tis mine, in wished forgetfulness. 
The couch of luxury co press. 
And heaven itself receives me here:— 
3ut soft ! what seraph voice oomes tole^n 
on my ear I 

III. 3. 
'' Mistaken youth ! and dost thoa deem 
The joys you grasp are not a dream. 
Thy cheated fancy quick pervading. 
And, alas ! as quickly fading ? 
Soon the glittering prospect bright 
Will vanish from thy sickened sight. 

Touched bv Reason's awful ire. 
Unveiled appears the specious harm; 
Guilt remains for Pleasure's charm. 

And sad remorse for the indulged desire. 
He finds in harlot-lap cares t. 
Innocence has left the breast. 
E'en beneath the flowers concealed. 
On which thy limbs their langour yieldi. 
Care with serpent-form remains 
To sting the wretch with fiercer pains; 
And Deatli, o'er mad excess presiding, 
Marks his prey, each joy deriding !"— 

*rhe voice was iiushed, or heard no more. 

And all was fled my sight of all that 
charmed before. 

GEO. W. CLARKE. 
Baltimore. 

THE BUTTERFLY'S FUNERAL. . 

▲ N IMPROMPTU. 
I. 

Oh ! ye, who so lately were blithsome and 
gay 

At the Butterfly's banquet carousing 
away; 

Your feasts and your revels of pleasures 
are fled. 

For the soul of the banquet— the Butter- 
fly's dead ! 

II. 

No longer the Flies and the Emmets ad* 
vailce 

To join with their friends in the Grass- 
hopper's dance. 

For see his thin fisrm o'er tlie favouiite 
bend. 

And the Grasshopper mourns for the loss 
of his friend! 
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And hark to the funeral dirge of the Bee, 
And the Beetle that follows as tnourafui 

as he; • 
And see where so sadly the green HMhes 

waye. 
The Mole is preparuig the Butterfly's 

grave! 

IV. 
The Dormouse attended, hut cold and 

forlorn. 
And the Gnat slowly winded his shrill 

little horn; ' 

And the Moth, who was grieved for the 

loss of a sister. 
Bent over the body, and silently kissed 

her. 

V. 

The corse was embalmed at the set of the 
dun. 

And enclosed in a case which the Silk- 
worm had spun; 

By the help of the Hornet the coffin was 
laid 

On a bier out of myrtle and jessamine 
made. 

VI. 

In weepers and scaiis came the Butter- 
flies all, 

And six of their number supported the 
pall; 

And the Spider came there in his mourn- 
ing so black, 

But the fire of the Glowworm soon fright- 
ened him back. 

VII. 

The Grub left his nutshell to join the sad 
throng. 

And slowly led with him the Bookworm 
along; 

Who wept his poor neighbour's unfortu- 
nate doom. 

And wrote these few lines to be placed on 
her tomb: 

XPXTAPH. 

At this solemn spot where the green rushes 
wave. 

Here sadly we bend o'er the Butterfly's 
grave; 

'Twas here we to beauty our obsequies 
paid, 

And hallowed the ground which her ashes 
had made. 

And here shall the daisy and violet blow; 

And the lily discover her bosom of snow, 
% While under the leaf, in the evenings of 
spring, 

3till mourning her friend shall the Grass- 
hopper sing. 



APOSTROPHE, TO THE RfVER NXTH. 

[jBy John Maync.'\ 

HAIL, gentle stream ! for ever dear 
Thy rudest murmurs to mine ear ! 
Torn from thy banks, though far I rove^ 
The slave of Poverty and Love, 
Ne*er shall thy biu'd, where'er he be. 
Without a sigh remember thee ! 
For there my infant years began. 
And there my liappiest minutes ran; 
And there, to love and friendship ti'ue, 
The blossoms of affection grew • 

Blythe on thy banks, thou sweetest stream 
Til at ever nursed a poet's dream ! 
Oft liave I, in forbidden time, 
(If youth could sanctify a crime !) 
With bazel*rod, and fraudful fly. 
Ensnared thy unsuspecting fry; 
In pairs have dragged them from their den. 
Till, chaced by lurking- fishermen. 
Away Tve flown, as fleet as wind. 
My lagging followers far behind ! 
And, when the vain pursuit was o'er. 
Returned successful as before! 



By Francis Bodgson. 

•* Let Alexander's discontented soul 
Sigh for another world's increased control! 
lU-weav'd ambition has no charm for me, 
Nor, sordid Avarice, am I slave to thee. 

** I only ask twelve thousand pounds a 
year. 
And Curwen's country house on Winder- 
mere— 
A beauteous wife, as sensible as fair. 
And many a friend, and not a single care. 

*• I am no glutton — no ! I never wish 
A sturgeon floating in a golden dish — 
At the Piazza satisfied to pay 
Three guineas for my dinner every day, 

" What though shrewd Erskine at the 

bar we view. 
As famed as Crassns, and as wealthy too; 
I only ask the eloquence of Fox, 
To jump like Ireland, and like Belcher 

box; 
To act as Garrick did— >or any how 
Unlike the heroes of the buskin now; 
To range, like Gamerin, through fields of 

air. 
To win, Hke V s, England's richest 

fair— 
I only ask these blessings to enjoy. 
And every varied talent well employ. 
Thy life, Methuselah * or, if not thine. 
An inMQortality of love and wine.'* 
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flty COMMUNICATIONS for this head, from authors and bookselters, poti 
paid, will be inserted free of expense* Literary advertisements will be printed upon 
the covers at the usual price. 

Articles of literary intelligence, inserted by the booksellers in the United States' 
Gazette, will be copied into this Magazine, without further order. 

By J. Lemprierc, D D. Author of The 
Classical Dictionary. 2 vols. 8vo. Price 8 
dolls, bound. 

By 71 £5f J, Svtorde, JVew-Ttfrk, 

Pubtished— The Churchman's Maga« 
zine, new series For November and De« 
cerober, 1810. 

By S. JVfuting & Co. JSTew-Torky 

Published— The Report of Alexander 
Hamilton, while Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, on the subject of the National Bank» 
&c. Price 25 cents. 

At the Library JExcJiange, JVevf-Tork, 

Published — Letter to the Hon. Dr. 
Mitchell, on the Danger of Putting Money 
into the United States and Manhattan 
Banks, with Sundry Novel Speculations 
on Ensurance Stock, Dome»tick Manufac-^ 
tures, and the best mode of Vesting a 
Capital ** So €19 to make both ends meet** 
Price 25 cents. 



B.ECENT AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

By Edward Earle, and Co. Pfuladelphia^ 
Published — Collections for an £s8ay 
towards a Materia xUedica of the United 
States By Benjamin Smith Barton, M.D. 
By Farrand and JSTicholae, Philadelphia^ 
Published — No. I, for January, 1811, of 
the American Review of History and 
Politicks, and General Repository of Li- 
tei-ature and State Papers. 

Also— A Series of Letters to a Man of 
Property, on the Sale, Purchase, Lease, 
Settlement, and Devise of Estates. By 
Edward 3. Sugden, Esq. Price gl 50. 

By Bradford and Inskeep, Philadelphia^ 

Published — The Mirror of Taste, and 
Dramatick Censor. 

By Brannan and Morford^ Philadelphia^ 

Published— The Weekly Monitor. A 
series of Essays on Moral and Relip^ious 
Subjects. By a Layman. Price 2 dollars, 
neatly bound. 

By Robert Desilver, Philadelphia, 

Pul)lished — Tlje Freemasoia's and Citi- 
zen's Pocket Almanack. For 1811. To be 
continued annually. 

By Ezra Sargeantf New-York. 

Pubiishetl — The American Medical and 
Philosophical Register; or, Annals of Me- 
dicine, Natural History, Agriculture, and 
the Arts. Januar)', 1811. No. 3. Conducted 
by a Society of Gentlemen. 
. Also — The Hoiy Bible; containing the 
Old and New Testaments; the Texts care- 
Mly printed, from the most correct copies 
of the present authorized Translations, 
including the Marginal Readings and Pa- 
rallel Texts, with Commentary and Cviti- 
..cal Notes, designed as a help to the bet- 
ter, understanding of the Sacred Writings. 
By Adam Clarke, L. L. D. The work 
shall be published in parts, of about 
twelve sheets each, with all convenient 
■peed, price jgl and a half each. 

Also— Universal Biography; containing 
a Copious Account, Critical and Histori- 
cal, of the Life and Character, Labours 
and Actions, of Eminent Persons, of all 
Ages and Countries, Conditions and Pro- 
fessionsy arranged in alphabetical order. 



PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

Edward Earle and Co. and Jos. DelapUwwt 
Philadelphia^ propose 
To republish by subscription— The 
Edinburgh Encyclopedia An entire new 
work, now publishing in Edinburgh, con- 
ducted by David Brewster, L L.D. Fellow 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and 
the Society of the Antiquaries of Scot- 
land, with the assistance of a considerable 
number of the most distinguished literary 
characters in Europe. Tnis work it is in- 
tended, shall embrace the modem sub- 
jects of American Biography, Geography, 
and History; adapted to the present state 
of Science and Literature. It shaU, posi- 
tively, not extend beyond twelve volumes 
quarto, and will be published under the 
immediate superintendance of several of 
the most eminent literary characters of 
the United States. 

John Bioren and W. John Duane, Philadel- 
phia, and R. C. Weightman, Washington. 
To publish — A Complete and Improved 
Edition of the l>aws of the United States, 
ending with the Session of 1810—11. The 
work will be comprised in five ^'olumes, 
royal octavo, (each volume embracing^ two 
volumes of the present editiwi) t>n a fine 
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paper, and good small pica type, hand- 
somely bound and lettered, at 20 dollars 
for a single copy. Publick bodies, or 
others, taking 5,000 copies, or upwards, 
will be furnished at 15 dollars per copy; 
for any lesser number, . a small advance 
will be asked. 

B. and T. Kite^ Pluladelphia, 
Pi*opose publishing by subscription— An 
Introduction to the Theory and Practice 
of Midwifery. By Thomas Denman, M. D. 
Licentiate in Midwifery of the College of 
Physicians, and Honorary Member of tlie 
Boyal Medical Society at Edinburgh. 
Taken from the last London edition, with 
the author's latest improvements. To 
which will be added, his Treatise on the 
Bupture of the Uterus, Mania Lactea, &c. 
The whole accompanied with Notes by 
Dr. Thomas C. James, Professor of Mid- 
wifery in the University of Pennsylvania. 
David Allini07i, ^ Co, BurUngton, JV*. J. 

Propose to publish — A New Critical 
Pronouncing Dictionary of the £nglish 
Language; with Walker's Improvements; 
»nd Additions. By an American Gentle- 
m:^n. To be printed on a beautiful type^ 
in double column, royal octavo. 



RECENT BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 
An Explanatory Pronouncing Dictionary 
of the French Language (in French and 
English) wherein the exact Sound and 
Articulation of every Syllable are distinct- 
ly marked (according to the Method 
adopted by Mr. Walker in his Pronoun- 
cing Dictionary) to which are prefixed 
the Principles of the French Pronuncia- 
tion, Prefatory Directions for using the 
Spelling Representative of every Sound, 
and the Conjugation of the Verbs regu- 
lar, irregular, and defective, with their 
true Pronunciation. By L. Abbe Tardy, 
Late Master of Arts in the University of 
Paris. 

Letters of Madame la Marquise du 
Beffand to the Hon. Horace Waipole, af- 
terwards Earl of Oxford, from tlie year 
1766 to the year 1, 80. To which are add- 
ed. Letters of Madame du Deffand to 
Voltaire. Published from the Originals at 
Strawsbury Hill. Four volumes, l:2lmo. 

The Bibliomania; or book of Mad- 
ness, a Bibliographical Romance, in 
six parts; entitled as follows: — Part I. 
The Evening Walk— 11. The Cabinet.— 
III. The Auction Room.— IV. The Li- 
br.^ry.— V. Tue Alcove— VI. The Temple. 
This is not only a New Edition of the 
preceding Work, under the same title, 

put is executed entirely upon a new plan. 



and comprehends an account of between 
two and three hundred curious volumes 
•in Foreigfn and Doif^stick Literature, of 
which no description has before been sub- 
mitted to the publick in an English form. 
By the Rev. Thomas Frognall Dibden, 
F. S. A. 

Omni ana. By Robert Sou they. In duo- 
decimo. 

Essays on the Poetry and Superstitions 
of the Highlands. With fragments in 
verse and prose. By Mrs. Grant, Laggan. 
Biographia Dramatica; or, a Compaiiion 
to the Playhouse: containing Historical 
and Critical Memoirs, and Original Anec- 
dotes of British and Irish Dramatick 
Writers, from the Commencement of our 
Theatrical Exhibitions; amongst whom 
are some of the most celebrated actors. 
Also, an alphabetical account of their 
works, the dates when printed, and occa- 
sional Observations on their Merits. To- 
gether with an Introductory View of the 
Rise and Progress of the British Stage. 
Originally compiled by David £rskme 
Baker, Esq. Carefully corrected; greatly 
enlarged; and continued from 1764 to 
IBIL By Isaac Reed and Stephen Jones. 
In three volumes, octavo. 

Select Passages of the Writings of St. 
Chrysostom, St. Gregory, Nazianzin, and 
St. Basil. Translated from the Greek. Bjr 
Hugh Stuart Boyd. The Second Editioi^ 
corrected and enlarged. 

The Opinions of difierent Authors upon 
the Punishment of Death Selected by 
Bazil Montague, Esq. Volume the Se* 
cond. 

Literary Life and Select Works of Ben- 
jamin Stillingfleet. By Archdeacon Coxc. 
Illustrated with plates. In three volumes^ 
octavo. 

Kehama. A Poem. By Robert Southey« 
Esq. One volume quarto. 

The World before the Flood. A Poem. 
By James Montgomery, author of the 
Wander<ir of Switzerland, &c. 

Bannockburn. A Mttncal Romance. By 
Miss Holfoi-d, author of Wallace, or the 
Fight of Falkirk. 

Poems. By Miss Holford. 
Genevive; or, The Spirit of the Drave. 
A Poem. With Odes and other Pocinsi 
chieBy Amatory and Descriptive By J<ihe 
Stewart, Esq. author of the Pkasurcs of 
Love, the Resurrection, &c. 

A Journey throngli Persia, Asis Minor, 
&c. jn the Years IbOH and 1809. Com- 
mencing at Bombay, and lemiijiiiting at 
Constantinople. In wl.icii is included, sonie 
Account of His Majesty's Mission under- 
Sir Harford Jones, Bhrt. H. C to tin; Court 
of the King of Persia. B^ James Morvicr^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



144 



tlTERARY INTELLIGENCE- 



Esq. His Majesty's Secretary of Embassy 
to the Court of Persia. With Enj^avings, 
Maps, &c. In One Volume, Quarto. 

Exploratory Travels throupfh the Wes- 
tern Territories of North America: Com- 
pristng a Voyage ftom St Louis, on the 
Mississippi, to the Sources of that River, 
and a Journey through the Ijiteriour of 
Louisiana and the North Eastern Pro- 
vinces of New Spain; the whole including 
a distjLnce of |aboiit 8u00 Miles; and ex- 
hibiting a View of the Geography, Natu- 
ral Productions, Indian Tribes^ present 
State of the Population, &c. of these in- 
teresting Countries. Undertaken in the 
Years 1805, 1806, 1807, by order of the 
Government of the United States. By Ma- 
jor Z. M. Pike. Illustrated with Maps 
drawn up from Major Pike's Observations. 
In Quarto. 

A Picturesque Voyage to India. By the 
Way of China. By Thomas Daniell, R. A. 
and William Daniell, Aj^. A. Comprising 
fifty coloured Prints, neatly mounted, 
•writh NaiTative and Descriptive letter- 
press, forming one Volume, in large 
Quarto. 

History of Brazil. By Robert Southey. 
Volume the Second* 

The Arabian NiglUs' Entertainments. 
From the Version of Galland, carefully 
revised, and occasionally corrected with 
the Arabick. To which are added, Thirty 
five new Tales, now firrt translated from 
an Arabick Copy of the One Thousand and 
One Nights, brought to Europe by Edward 
Wortley Montague, Esq. Also an Intro- 
duction and -Notes, illustrative of tlie Re- 
ligion, Manners, Customs, Domestick Ha- 
bits, &c ofthe Mohammedans. By Jona- 
than Scott, L. L. D. Oxford. Late Oriental 
Professor at the Royal Military and East 
India Colleges, &c. &c. In demy and post 
Octavo, with fine Engravings, after Pic- 
tures by Smirke. Also in royal Eighteens, 
without the Plates. 

Tales of the East, collated with the 
Original or early Translations, and now 
first arranged in one uniform edition. By 
Henry Weber, Esq. In 3 vols, royal octavo, 
double columns. Printed with a new 
type, in the most elfegant manner. 

The Works of Beaumont and Fletcher. 
In 12 vols, demy octavo. Illustrated with 
Critical and Explauary Notes, and Bio- 
graphical Notices, and including an addi- 
tional Play, never before published, and 
now first printed from the Original MS. 
in the possession of the Publishers.— 
?;dited by Henry Weber, Esq. 



Memoirs of the Life, Writings, and 
Correspondence of the late Mr. William 
Smellie, Printer, in Edinburgh, Secretary 
to the Society of Scottish Antiquities, F. 
R. S. &c. Together with a Selection from 
his hitherto unpublished Essays; with an 
engraved Portrait. By Robert Kerr, F. R. 
S. and F. A. S. Edinburgh. 

PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLIC ATIONS. 

The Bishop of Lincoln is printing a 
work upon the subject of Calvinism, which 
will comprehend his last three Charges, 
with very considerable additions and nu- 
merous quotations from the works of Cal- 
vin and of the ancient fathers. 

Mr. Southey 's Poem of Kehama is near- 
ly finished at press. 

Bannockburn has been selected by Miss 
Holford, as the subject for her next Me- 
trical Romance 

The Gleaner, a Selection of papers 
from neglected periodical Essayists, by 
Dr. Drake, have been for some time in the 
press, and will speedily be published, in 
four octavo volumes. 

Dr. -George Rees is preparing for the 
press a new edition of his Work on Dis- 
orders of the Stomach, with additional 
cases. 

Mr. Cronick, editor of the Reliques of 
Burns, will publish shortly, ** Remains of 
Nithsdale and Galloway Song:" with his- 
torical and traditionary Notices relative to 
the Manners and Customs of the Peasan- 
try. 

The Right Hon George Rose has in the 
press a new and enlarged edition of a 
brief Examination into the Increase of 
Commerce and the Revenue brought down 
to the present Time. 

A woj-k is in the press, the first part of 
which will be published at the beginning 
of the ensuing year, entitled the " Devo- 
tional Family Bible,'* containing the Old 
and New Testaments, with Notes and 
Illustrations, partly original and paitly 
selected from the most approved exposi* 
tors, witha Devotional Exercise at the 
end of every Chapter. By the Rev. John 
Fawcett, A. M. 

A Life of the late Arthur Murphy, Esq. 
with his Epistolai'y Correspondence, in a 
quarto volume, from Authentick IDocu- 
ments in the possession of Mr. Ford, his 
Executor, is in the press. 

A Translation of the Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, by the celebrated John 
Calvin, in three octavo volumes, is shortly 
cj^pected to appear. 
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VROM THB qUAILTXRI.T REVIEW* 

5)b9eyyador.Fiiirtagiifz, Hjatoricoe Politico^ de Liaboa, dasde o dia S7 de Norembio 
db Anno de 1807, em <iiie«mbarcou para a Brasii o Prkldpe Regfelite Nosso Senhcflr 
e toda a Real PaTniHa, por Motive da Invasam dos Prancezes ne«te Reino, &«. 
Contem todos os Editaes, Ordens publican c particulares, Decretos, Successes 
fataes e desconhecidos nas Historiaa do Mundo; todas as Batalhas> Roubos e Usur«- 
pa^oens, at€ o dia 15 de Setembro de 1808> em que foram ezpulsos^ depols de ba- 

. tklofl» 09 France z^. Lisboau 1809. 



THE tyranny which was exer- 
cised over the press in Portugal, 
produced a race of authors in that 
country more resembling in their 
frame of mind, the writers of the 
middle a^es, than those of modern 
times. The people sunk into an in- 
tellectual torpor, under the paralyz- 
ing despotism of church and state; 
and the number of readers was in 
consequence so small, ' that litera- 
ture never became a trade. There 
was, therefore, no occupation for 
that execrable race, who, either in 
their own naked character, as libel- 
lers, or under the assumed title of 
satirists or criticks, acquire noto- 
riety by pandering to envy or ma- 
lice; and as little scope was there 
for political adventurers, who hope 
to rise in the world by tying them- 
selves to the tail of a party-kite. 
No man became an author for the 
sake of gain,^ or for the hope of pre- 
ferment; and, except a few young 
^oets, there were none who pub- 

VoL. V. T 



lished for the love of reputation. 
Their sonnets, and pastorals, and 
gloaasi easily past the various boards 
of censure, which presented an in- 
superable barrier to all the works 
that tended, in the slightest degree, 
to expose the errours and abuses 
of the existing government. For the 
last century, scarcely any hook of 
history or of travels appeared in 
Portugal. So greatly indeed have 
authors been deterred from publica- 
tion, by the obstacles which the 
boards of censure presented, and so 
little has there been to tempt them 
in the rewards or applause which 
the publick could bestow, that a 
very large proportion of Portuguese 
literature exists at this day in manu- 
script. Men were always found, who 
delighted in acquiring knowledge 
for its o#n sake, who amused them'- 
selves In coinposing works for their 
own instruction, and that of their 
friends, contented with self-applause, 
and with the thought that they were 
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preparing materials, for which fu- 
ture historians would be grateful 

The author of the Portuguese Ob- 
server is a man of this description. 
During the tyranny of Junot, he 
collected every edict which was 
issued, kept a faithful journal of the 
events passing within his own know- 
ledge, and procured accountst on 
which he could rely, from other 
parts of tiie kingdom. When this 
melancholy task was begun, there 
could have been no other feeling to 
alleviate it, than the desire of leav- 
ing to posterity a faithful detail of 
^ aggression, at that time unparal- 
leled for injustice and cruelty, in the 
annals of Europe. On the deliver- 
ance of his country, he was enabled 
to publish, as much of this journal as 
prudence would permit; much, he 
confesses, has been withheld, be- 
cause the times required it; that is 
to say, he has been unwilling to make 
himself obnoxious, by exposing the 
misconduct of individuals; and there 
is as yet no liberty of the press in 
Lisbon. But though he admits that 
it has not been possible for him to 
relate the whole truth, his book 
contains nothing but the truth; this 
he solemnly affirms; it is corrobo- 
rated by the testimony of persons 
best acquainted with the transactions 
of that period, and the work itself 
bears the strongest marks of vera- 
city. 

According to this writer, the cir- 
cumstance which made the prince 
of Brazil resolve upon retiring to 
his vast empire in America, was the 
communication of the secret treaty 
of Fontaiiibleau from the English 
courts Had this measure been ear- 
lier le solved on, the act itself might 
have been one of the sublimest spec- 
tacles recorded in history; but the 
haste with which it was conducted, 
i^ndered it a scene ot confusion. On 
the part of the emigrants, nothing 
was to be seen but hurry and disor- 
der; on the part of the people, asto- 
nishment and dismay. Sir Sidney 
Smith offered to bring his fleet 



abreast of the city, and there^ se- 
conded by the indignant populace^ 
dispute e^ery inch of the ground 
with the invader. Lisbon, he said^ 
was surely as defensible as Buenos 
Ayres. It was well for Jonot, that 
this resolution was not effected. 

Tlie firot diviuon of the French 
army, consisting of 10,000 men^ 
reached the villages adjoining Lis- 
bon, on the 29th of November, while 
the prince and his faithful followers 
were sailing out of the river. They 
arrived without baggage, having only 
their knapsacks, and a half gouri 
slung from their girdle as a drink* 
ing cup; their muskets were rusty, 
and many of tkem out of repair; the 
men were mostly bar6 foot, foun- 
dered with their march, and almost 
fainting from fatigue sold want of 
food. The very women of Lisbon 
might have knocked them on tho 
head. On the following day, the 
royal guard of police went out to 
meet Junot, ahd he made his' en- 
trance into the city. A xm}chiinatioa 
had previously been circulated, in 
which the general added to his 
other titles, that of Great Cross of 
the Order of Christ, an honour con- 
ferred on him by that very prince 
whom he came to entrap and de- 
stroy. «* Inhabitants of Lisbon," he 
said, (< I come to save your port and 
your prince from the malignant in- 
fluence of England. The prince^ 
otherwise respectable for his vir- 
tues, has permitted himself to be 
drawn a^ay by perfidious counsel- 
lors, to be delivered by thein to his 
enemies; they alarmed him for his 
personal safety; his su^ijects were 
regarded as nothing, and your inter- 
ests were sacrificed to the cowar- 
dice of a few courtiers. People of 
Lisbon, remain at peace in your 
houses; fear nothing from my army^ 
nor f\^om me; our enemies and the 
criminal are the only persons who 
ought to fear us. The great Napo- 
leon, my master, sends me to pro- 
tect you. I will protect you." 

The first act ot this protection 
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vftsto «eize the fortresses upon the 
iiver, aDd fire upon the ships which 
had not yet got out. The shops were 
.shut; the streets full of people, and the 
discount upon the paper money rose 
to 50 per cent. The next day, De- 
cember 1, was the anniversary of 
the acclamation; of that revolution 
:which restored the crown of Portu^. 
gal to its rightful heir* What a day 
for those inhabitants of Lisbon who 
loved their country^ and were fami-* 
liar witb the history of its age of 
glory ! Powder >)ragons were now 
ereaking through the streets; the 
patroles and the whole force of the 
police were employed in calming 
and conUoUing the people who be- 
held all this with indignation, and 
.an instinctive longing to vindicate 
themselves. The parish ministers 
wentirom house to bouse, informing 
Ibe inhabitants that they must pre* 
pare to quarter the French officers, 
and collecting mattresses and blank* 
ets for the men* In the, midst of all 
Ihis, so violent a. storm of wind 
arose, that it shook the houses like 
an eaithquake; and in the terrour 
which it occusiomed, many families 
fled into the open country^ Many 
buildings were injured; the treasury 
and arsenal unroofed; and tlie tide 
suddenly rose twelve feet The cir- 
cumstance was noted in the Paris 
pikers; and, in the spirit oi those 
ivriters who speak of the tempest 
vrhich occurred jat Cromwell's dekth, 
es something supernatural, it was 
jsdded, that no sooner had the French 
.&ig been hoisted, than the elemoMs 
were calmed, and the sun broke 
forth in all his splendour. This iur 
terpretation, however, .could not be 
curj*ent at Lisbon, because the 
Trench Hag was not hoisted there 
till ten days after the storm. 

The troops entered Lisbon mostly 
by night, and without beat of drum. 
£leven thousand were now posted 
in the city, from Belem to the Grilo, 
and from the castle to An^oios. The 
generals of division and brigade 
took possession of the houses of 



those fidalgos who accompanied the 
prince, and of the principal mer^ 
chants; aod« as the first fruits of that 
{irotection, which the religion of the 
country was to experience, all peN 
sons in the great convents of Jesus^ 
the Paulistas, and' S. Francisco da 
Cidade, who had any. relations by 
whom they could be housed, were 
ordered to turn out, that the French 
soldiers might be quartered in their 
apartments. On the 3d the mer- 
chants were called cm for a forced 
loan of two millions of cruzados, 
and this at a time when their ships 
had been ^ized in France, when a 
British squadron blockaded the port 
of Lisbon, when the ships firom Bra^ 
zil were warned offby that squadron 
and sent to England, and all foreign 
commerce utterly destroyed ! Every 
day, almost every hour, brought with 
it some new mark of French pro^ 
tectLon. Account was taken of the 
property of all those persons who 
ibliowed the prince, that it might 
be confiscated. M. Hermann was 
added to . the regency, and made 
minister of finance, and of the inte* 
riour, by an appointment of Buona* 
parte, which by its date sufficiently 
proved, if any proof had been need- 
ed, that whatever the conduct of the 
prince might be, that tyrant had re* 
solved to usurp the kingdom. The 
edict which Junot had issued, on his 
first entrance into Portugal, was 
now printed and circulated in Lis- 
bon* Beginning in the usual style of 
French hypocrisy, it ended with their 
usual insolence and cruelty. Every 
Portuguese, it said) who, not being a 
soldier of the line, was apprehended 
iu; an amied assembly, sliould be 
shot. If any Frenchman was killed 
in the country, the town or viltage* 
to which the district belonged where 
the murder w^s committed, should 
be fined in not less than three times 
the aixio.unt of its whole annual 
rents, and the four principal inhabi- 
tants taken as hostages for the pay- 
ment. And as an exemplary actof jus« 
tice, the first city, town, or village, 
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ib wkich a VrvBtlnhflR) was atsassi-f 
Bated, should be burnt to the ground. 
When this decree waa issued, the 

frkice of firazii was in alliance with 
ranee, and Junot protested that- be 
was entering as a friend^ expressing 
kis confidence that the fine citf ol 
lisbon would joyfiiHy receive an 
army, which alone could preserve it 
from becoming the prey of the En-^ 
glish. 

The next measure was an edict 
f»r the confiscation of English 
goods, ordering all persons who 
Sad any English property in their 
pDSsesflion, to give an account of 
It within three days, on pain of 
being fined in a sum ten times 
the amount of the property con- 
cealed, and even of corporal pu- 
nishment, if it was thought proper 
to inflict it. On the same day, the 
use of fire arms in sporting was 
prohibited throughout the whole 
kingdom, and aay person detected 
in carrying fowling pieces, or pis* 
tolS) without a license from general 
Laborde, the commandant of Lisbon, 
was to be considered as a vagabond 
and highway murderer, carried be<- 
fbre a military commission, and 
punished accordingly The next day 
all kinds of arms whatsoever were 
prohibited; and the winesellers were 
ordered to turn out all soldiers at 
seven in the evening, en pain of a 
heavy fine, and of death for the 
third ^fiPence. The troops, as they 
continued to arrive, were quartered 
IB all the convents, and their women 
with them, as if to insult the reli- 
gious feelings of the people. Cora« 
pliiints were made i^at the officers 
required those persons upon whom 
they were billeted, to keep a table 
for them. An order was issued, in 
which Junot expressed his displea- 
sure, saying that the French officers 
in Portugal were to consider them* 
selves as in gamson, and had no 
right to demand any thing more 
Ihhn lodging, fire, and lights. He 
reminded them also that the empe- 
rour had placed them on the same 



footing as the grand ann^, In con^' 
seqtlenee of which they would regu^ 
larly receive extraordinary pay suf* 
ftcient to defray all their expenses^ 
This edict was in the true spirit of 
the French generals^ it was some- 
thing to be publbhed in foreign 
newspapers, as a proof of the good 
order which they observed; mean* 
time all the superiour officers, not 
merely compelled those upon whom 
they had biUetted themselves, to fur- 
nish a table, but every kind of pro- 
vision also for the entertainments 
which they thought proper to give. 
Many persons gave up their houses 
to these insolent guests, and retired 
into the country; stili they were 
obliged to support the estabFish- 
ment; and answer ail the demands 
which the intruders chose to make. 
There now appeared a pastoral 
letter from the cardinsd patriarch of 
Lisbon, written at l^e request, that 
is to say, under the orders of Junot 
The author of this journal apologi- 
zes for its abject and servile lan- 
guage^ Its secret mSeaning, he says, 
Will be apparent if it is read with 
attention; and its efiBect was. as the ve- 
nendjle pastor intended, to strength- 
en the veneration of the Poptugueze 
for their religion, and tend to the 
destruction of the impious wretches 
who were profiEuiing it. It is to be 
regretted that so faithful and patri- 
otick a writer should, in his wish to 
excuse anodier, attempt to justify 
what ought hot even to be published. 
For whatever may have been the pa- 
triarch's secret desires, and however 
his language may have belied his 
hes^rt, certain it is that he now be- 
trayed his country, and, as far as ii^ 
him lay, contributed to its degrada-^ 
tion and destruction* He tokl the^ 
Portuguese that the French were 
come to assist them; that they were 
under the protection of Napoleon the 
Great, whom God had destined to 
support and defend religioUf aiid to 
constitute the happiness of his peo* 
pie. «< You know him,*' said he; « die 
whole world knows htmi cjonfide 
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tiievefiirt, with tuudterable teeorit]^ 
in this prodigious man, whose like 
has not been seen in any a^. He 
will difRise over us the btesstngs of 
peace, if you respect his determina^* 
tions." In this manner, exhorting 
them passively to submit to whatever 
might occur, he entreated all his 
eiergy, by the bowels of Cbrist Je- 
inis, to confcur with him in impress-* 
ing upon them the duty of resigna* 
tion and submisssion* This address 
Was intended to prepare the people 
for what followed) and on the suc^ 
ceeding day the French flag was 
hoisted upon the arsenal. It is the 
tfystem of Buonaparte, and the infa- 
mous ministers of his tyranny, to 
break down, by a series of insults^ 
the spirit of every natii»i which is 
tmhapi^ enough to be brought un-* 
der his yoke. Two days the French 
colours remained flying there; on 
the Sd, tlie French troops were 
d^wn up in the square of the Ro« 
eio, when Junot thanked them, in 
Ae emperour*s name, for the con- 
stancy with which they had endured 
the hardships of their march. Hea-» 
ven, said he, has fiavoured us in our 
object of saving this fine city from 
the oppression of the English, and 
we have now the glory of seeing the 
French flag planted in Lisbon, He 
then called upon them to cry, long 
live the emperour Napoleon! At the 
Siune moment the French colours 
were hoisted on the castle, a salute 
of twenty guns ^ was flred, and re« 
(>eated by all the forts upon the n^ 
ver. This was about mid-day; the 
Portuguese had been murmuring 
from the moment the flag appeared 
upon the arsenal, and this new insult 
increased their shame and indigna^ 
tion* Without plan, without leaders, 
without other arms than sticks, and 
stones, and knives, they attacked the 
guards, in the great square, between 
Bve and six in the evening. Junot 
was giving a grand Conner, in honour 
of some victory; it was abruptly 
Unded; his ofiicers hastened to their 
poftta, and the Fortugueze traitors^ 



who were his guests, fled Hb theit 
own houses. The tumult continued' 
about three hours. It was then so 
far suppressed that Junot, whh most 
of Us >generals, went to the 6pera« 
and there displayed the French flag^ 
as if in triumph. The greater part 
of the few Pprtugueze who were 
present left the theatre. While thi« 
bravado was going on, cannon werd 
planted at head-quarters, and gfun** 
boats stationed so as to command 
some of the market places and 
streets. At daybreak the streets were 
^11 of soldiers, horse and foot, poM 
trolling the town; but wherever m 
Frenchman ventured toappear alone 
he was immediately attacked. Manf 
Antilles fled into the country. JunoC 
published an edict, ordering thaC 
every person taken in arms should 
be carried before a military commisi* 
sion. He prefixed to it this sentence^ 
as a text for his bloody laws: « Re^ 
bellion is the greatest of all crimes/'' 
He then fortified the castle, thi^w 
up new works, and planted hatterles^ 
from which he threatened to destrof 
Lisbon if the insurrection was i«« 
newed. 

These disturbances were not' sBt^ 
tended with much bloodshed, and ne' 
executions followed them. The Por«^ 
tugueze troops had not joined the 
people, for no plan had been con- 
certed, and the resistance, when at* 
tempted, was perfectly hopeless.-* 
Their disposition, however, was well 
known; and the regiments which had 
been called from the provinces bf 
the prince immediately before his 
embarkation, were now ordered back 
to their respective stations. It was 
found that the decree for the disco- 
very and confiscation of English pro- 
perty Mid goods had produced little 
effect; the three days allowed for 
giving in an account elapsed on the 
7th, and on the 8th the term was 
prolonged for eieht days more, with 
heavy denunciations against those 
persons who should attempt to evade 
it. That part of the decree which 
related te English property might 
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easily be obeyed by those who chose 
to obey it; but the confisr.ation of all 
EngUsii goods, in a place where half 
the goods were English, was a mea-* 
dure as impracticable as oppressive; 
a»d the day after Junot had issued 
his second edict upon the subject, 
he found it necessary to publish a 
third, modij^ing the former two, 
and) in fact, confessing their absur- 
dlity. It appeared,he said, that, in vir- 
tue of these decrees, the merchants 
and shopkeepers could not dispose 
of many articles of English manu- 
facture; that the want of these arti- 
cles kept out of the market a great 
number of things which were in 
daily use, and would therefore raise 
the price of those which were not 
prohibited; they were, therefore, 
permitted to sell such articles as 
were not actually the property of 
British subjects, under the iollowing 
conaitiona. 1. That an account of 
the British goods in tlieir possession 
should be delivered in^ and permis- 
sion to sell them obtained from the 
commissary at Lisbon, or some pub- 
lick functionary in tiie provinces^— ^ 
3. That this permission should not 
be granted, unless the kind, quality, 
measure, quantity, and price of the 
article for sale wera specified.-— 
3. That the, vender should hold him- 
self responsible for the amount of all 
which he disposed of, and, for that 
puipose, should enter in his books 
the 'quantity of the thing sold, the 
price, and the name of the pur* 
•baser. 

A few days before Christmas the 
priests were forbidden to celebrate 
cock mass, that the people might 
not have that opportunity of assem- 
bling by night. It was ordered that 
no bells should be sounded on that 
night, and even the use of the little 
bell, which precedes the sacrament 
when it is carried through the 
streets, was prohibited. On the day 
after these orders were issued, the 
inquisitor general published a pas- 
toral letter, repeating and enforcing 
the base language of the patriarch. 



It was received with indignation by 
the people. The author of this diaiy 
says, that they condemned the in- 
quisitor because they read only the 
written words, and did not discover 
the hidden meaning; but wh^n the 
Spaniards ai\d Portuguese shall have 
worked out their own deliverance^ 
which, whatever disasters they may 
now experience, sooner or later they 
assuredly will do, both nations will 
do well to remember that the inqui« 
sition betrayed the government by 
which it had so long been encou* 
raged, and the people whom it had 
so long oppressed and degraded. 

Great exultation was manifested 
by the French at the news that Rus« 
sia had declared against England; 
this they had considered as the most 
difficult of all their pmjects, and the 
only thing requisite to ensure their, 
full success. But the same day 
brought tidings that many of the 
Brazil ships had been warned off by 
the blockading squadron; and though 
a Russian fleet was lying in the Ta- 
gus, Junot had occular proofs that 
these northern allies could not ena- 
ble France to wrest from Britain the 
domhiion of the seas. Lisbon is de* 
pendent for great part of its com 
upon foreign supplies; to provide 
against the scarcity which was now 
foreseen, it was decreed that all 
farmers and corn dealera who were 
indebted to the crown, should pay 
half the amount in grain, which was 
to be delivered to the French com- 
miss&riat at the cuirent prices. As 
the government was now effectually 
converted into a military usurpation, 
it became easy to simplify its opera* 
tions, and most of the persons for<- 
merly employed in civil departments 
were dismissed from office. Some 
were at once turned off, others had 
documents given them, entitling 
them to be reinstated upon vacan- 
cies; a few had some trifling pension 
promised them. The miseries of 
servitude were now fully felt in Lis- 
bon, which but a few weeks before f 
had been one of the most flourish|pg 
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(iittes in Europe. Whole families 
were suddenly reduced to poverty 
and absolute want. All who depend- 
ed for employment and subsistence 
upon foreign trade, were now desti* 
tute. Their trinkets went first, what- 
ever was saleable followed; these 
things were sold at half their value» 
while the price of food was daily 
augmenting. Persons who had lived 
in plenty and respectability were 
seen publickly asking alms, and wo- 
men, hitherto of unblemished virtue, 
walked the streets, ofTering them- 
selves to prostitution, that the mo- 
ther might obtain bread for her 
starving children, the daughter for 
her starving parents. These were 
sights which the French generals 
and officers beheld without com- 
punction; but the consequences 
which their invasion produced in 
the provinces threatened to affect 
themselves. Their march through 
the country had been like that of an 
army of locusts, leaving famine 
wherever they past. The peasantry, 
some utterly ruined by this devasta- 
tion, and all hopeless, bec^ause of the 
state to which Portugal was reduced, 
abandoned themselves to the same 
kind of despair which, in some parts 
of South America, contributed to 
exterminate the Indians, and at one 
dme materially distressed and en» 
dangered their cruel conquerors.*-^ 
They thought it was useless to sow 
the seed if the French were to en- 
joy the harvest; and so generally did 
this feeling operate, that the mock 
regency, which acted under Junot, 
found it necessary to issue orders 
compelling them to go on with the 
usual business of agriculture. 

The encouragement of agricul- 
ture was made a pretext for break- 
ing up the Portugueze army. Every 
subaltern and soldier who had ser- 
ved eight years, or who bad not 
served six months, was dissharged, 
and ordered to return to his own 
province. The Spanish general at 
Porto, acting upon the same system 
ais Junoty and, as yet, unsuspicious 



of the fate which the French wer« 
preparing for his own country, is- 
sued a similar order; and the mar- 
quis de Soccorro, who commanded 
at Setubal, as govemour of the ne\f 
kingdom, in which he expected that 
that miserable puppet and traitor 
the prince de la Paz would soon b€) 
invested, diabanded, by one sweeping 
decree, ail the Portugueze militias^ 
discharged all the married men from 
the regular army> and invited all 
others to apply for leave of absence. 
In the partition and invasion of Pori 
tugal, the wretched court of Madrid 
was as guilty as that of the ThuilJ 
leries; but the conduct of the Spa- 
niards, during the invasion, was far 
different from that of their trea» 
cherous allies. Neither insult nor 
outrage was committed by them; 
and while all the measures of the 
French were directed to the two 
purposes of enslaving the Portu«> 
gueze, and enriching themselves, 
the Spanish generals courted and 
obtained the good opinion of the 
people. The province of Alem Tejo 
suffered no exactions during the 
time that it was under the marquis 
de Soccorro; and while Junot's edicts 
were in one uniform spirit of tyratf^ 
ny,the Spanish marquis was offering; 
rewards to those who raised the 
greatest crops, or bred the most nu- 
merous flocks and herds. Some of 
his decrees indicated a curious pas- 
sion for legislating. He addressed 
circular instructions to the judg^Si 
enjoining each of them, when he ha4 
notice of any civil suit, to call the 
parties before him, hear their re- 
spective statements, and advise then) 
to settle the dispute by arbitration. 
If they peraisted in their appeal to 
the laws, he was then to require- 
from each, before the process went 
forward, a written statement of the 
case, and the documents which were 
to support it. If the thing contested 
did not exceed eighty milreis in va« 
lue, he might pronounce summary 
judgment without farther examina-^ 
tion; the party cast, however, re- 
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Ilained a right of ^ppfeal to the sur 

periour courts. If the value exceed* 
ed this sum, the parties were again 
%o be exhorted to come to some ac« 
^ord, or at least to agree upon short- 
ening the process, and avoiding all 
unnecessary delay and expense; and 
the judges were empowered to dp 
tliis, even without the consent of 
^e pardes, and come, as summarily 
$is possible^ to the qxerits of the 
pase. 

This decree implied good inten- 
tions, however inadequate the means 
may have been to produce the end 
designed; but another of the mar- 
quis's projects seems to have been 
liorrowed from the policy of Japan. 
Every parish was to be divided into 
districts, containing not less than 
one hundred houses, nor more than 
|wo. Each district was to choose one 
^mong its inhabitants with the title 
l>f commissioner, whose duty it 
3hpuld be to make out a list of all 
|he members of his district, their 
^ges and occupations, to mterfere in 
all family disputes for the purpose 
lof accommodating Ihem, to prevent 
^11 idleness, and to keep all persons 
%o their respective employments. If 
Ihey were not obedient to his admo- 
nitions, he was to denounce them to 
llhe magistrates, that due punish- 
ment might be indicted. He was also 
to walk his rounds for at least an 
iour every night, accompanied with 
^ur of the most respectable men of 
the district, to see that no prohibited 
game$ were pfayed in the taverns, 
and that nothing was committed of- 
iensive to good morals. Such a sys- 
leni of police, if it were practicable 
jn Europe, would be pernicious; but 
/though the marquis was a visionary 
|)oiitician, his feelings seem to have 
J>een originally so good, that it is to 
he lamented such a man should have 
l>ecome the tool of the French, and 
sacrificed his life and his honour in 
their service. 

The conduct of the Spanish sol* 
diers corresponded with the dispo- 
^tion^ of their chiefii. Accustomed 



to the aai»e hiablu of liis, att^lief 

to the same idolatry as the Portu* 
gueze, and speaking a lang\iage"^so 
little different that they mutnalljr 
understood each other, the Spaniards 
lived among theui like men of tho 
same country; and as long as th^ 
power remained in their hands, the 
people of Alem-Tejo experienced 
none of thos^ insults ^d oppres* 
sions under which the inhabitanits 
of Lisbon were suffering. Notice 
was given in that city that all Bra* 
zilians who wished to return |o their 
own country might obtain passpcMts 
and permission to embark in ifieutraji 
ships. All who could assign any pre^ 
text for availing themselves of the 
permission^ hastened to purchase 
passports, and the money which the 
French exacted in this instance was 
cheerfuJly paid. Meantime the most 
rigorous measures M^ere taken tf 
prevent any person fropa effecting 
his escape to the English squadron. 
All the fishing boats were divide^ 
into districts denoted by lett^s^ and 
then numbered, and compelled to 
have their letter and nujnber paint- 
ed on the bow and quarter in white, 
and of a foot high. The master of 
every boat was bound to carry a lis^ 
containing the letter of his district^ 
the number of his boat, his name^ 
his dwelling place^ and the number 
.and names of the men on board.*-f 
This list was to be his passport at 
.the different batteries, and his pro** 
tection from the guard or watch 
boats which patroled the river, an4 
were charged to apprehend every 
person whose name was not in- 
scribed in the list, and to seize the 
vessel as a prize. The magistrate^ 
of every district were also to deliver 
a list of all the owners of fishing 
boats, in order that their property 
might be seized in case of any in^ 
fraction of these rules; and a coun- 
ter list was to be kept on board the 
floating battery. All the owners, of 
whatever district, were to appear 
every Saturday at this floating bat- 
tery, and haye their lists verified.^^ 
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iMwy beial^^kh^ liad any commu- 
Aicatioii with the English squadron, 
^aft V& be confiscated; and all were 
¥ound to be within the bar at sunset 
#n pedn of being fined one six and 
tf irty for the ftrst offence, three for 
tiie second, ahd confiscation of the 
bbat and car^pral punishment fot 
f6e third. 

About the middle of January, Ju- 
*dt went^ with more than hts ususd 
^omp^ to the foundery, broke the 
l^rtraits of the Braganza kings, and 
gfave orders that the Portugueze 
Arms should no longer be placed 
tsipon the catinon. Two days after- 
Wards he returned, and brdercd the 
toyal arms- that were c^ed in stone 
over the entrance, to be defaced: 
HO Portugueze would be the instru- 
ittent of this poor insult, though the 
Workmen were tempted by the offer 
«f a six and thirty. Some French 
a&ldiers wei'c then told to do the 
Worii. They broke the crown in 
fseces) and deuced the shield; and 
iTb sooner had they left the place 
Asm the populace eagerly gathered 
laip the fragments of the crown, to 
pifeserve them as relicks. It was 
i<femarked that thei invaders became 
iHore indent after they had dis- 
banded the Portuguese troops. As a 
Itody they could not have feared 
tiktttk; but every individual was, in 
siome measure, restrained by the 
Sfcpprehension of individual ven- 
geance; and any tumult which might 
iAe place would have been ren- 
<fered fa^r more serious if the milita- 
ry, as was natural, had taken part 
with the people. They now began 
t6 insult the Portuguese with scoffs 
aafid sarcasms, and openly to plunder 
them. This was not always done 
'with impunity. A man at . Mafra 
kitted two Frenchmen with a reap- 
ing hook. He was put to death for 
it^ but, to his last breath, he gloried 
in what he had done, and repeated, 
that, if all his countrymen were like 
Mm, there should not a single 
Frenchman renutin alive. The name 

Vol. v. tr 



of this brave Portuguese was Jacinto 
Correia. • 

On the first of February the guns 
were fired, and Junot informed the 
people, in a proclamation, that the 
fate of Portugal was decided, and her 
future felicity secured, because Na- 
poleon the Great had taken her un- 
der his omnipotent protection. The 
house of Braganza had ceased to 
reign, and the fine country which 
formerly had been their portion was 
now to be governed in his riame, 
and by the general in chief of his 
army. « The duties " said Junot, 
*< which this mark of benignity and 
confidence, on the part of m)r mas- 
ter, imposes upon me, are difticult 
to fulfil, but I hope wortliily to dis- 
charge them. I will open roads and 
canals, that agriculture and national 
industry may once more flourish.— 
The Portuguese troops, commanded 
by their most approved leaders, will 
soon form one family with the sol- 
diers of Marengo, of Austerlitz, of 
Jena, and of Friedland; and there 
will be no other rivalry between 
them than that of valour and disci- 
pline. The good administration of 
the publick revenues will secure to 
every one the reward of his la- 
bours. Publick instruction, that mo* 
ther of national civilisation, shall be 
extended over the provinces, and 
Algarve and Beira will one day have 
their Camoens. The religion of your 
forefathers, the same which we, all 
profess, shall be protected. Justice 
shall be freed from the delay and 
arbitrary will which paralysed it 
heretofore; the publick tranquillity 
shall no more be disturbed by rob- 
bers, and deformed mendicity no 
longer drag its filthy attire through 
this superb capital." The Portu- 
guese author bursts out in a strain 
of indignant irony upon what he calls 
this French masterpiece, this oracle 
of felicity. " The roads and canals 
which were opened,'* he exclaims^ 
<( were sackages, deaths, and desola^ 
tions. The publick instruction was^ 
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that all the schools were closed; that 
the professors were driven out to 
find subsistence where they could; 
that some of the scholars fled, and 
some died of hunger ! The protec- 
tion which the French afforded to 
religion was, that they stript the al- 
tars, stole the church plate, mur- 
dered the priests, defaced the ima- 
ges, and mocked the God who cre- 
ated them ! The administration of 
justice was, that whoever had money 
won his cause; whoever could get 
the interest of a physician to his ex- 
cellency, of a colonel Prost, a prince 
of Salm-salm, a general Loison, a 
madame, French or Portuguese, 
carried every thing, and overcame 
all difficulties. Robbers there were, 
indeed, none, after the French en- 
tered; for they were ashamed to ex- 
ercise their vocation before such 
expert proficients as the soldiers of 
Napoleon. There was not an olive- 
yard which they did not cut down 
when they wanted fire; not a house 
in which they did not take up their 
quarters as in an inn; and when 
they went out of it, they were load- 
ed with the bedclothes. Deformed 
mendicity was no longer to appear; 
but the number of mendicants was 
tripled, and they lay dying for want, 
in the streets ! And the tranquillity 
and security of the people was, 
that they forsocjfc the villages and 
fled into the wilds, and, even there, 
were persecuted and hunted down." 
The device of Buonaparte was 
now placed over the arsenal. It was 
an eagle upon an anchor. The offi- 
cial seals were ordered to bear the 
same impress as those of the French 
empire, with this inscription: " Go- 
vernment of Portugal;" and, on the 
same day that possession was thus 
taken for the omnipotent Napoleon, 
and protection promised in his name, 
an edict appeared, dated fro.m Milan, 
December 23, imposing a war con- 
tribution extraordinary of 100,000,000 
of franks upon the kingdom of Por^ 
tugal, as a ransom for individual pro- 
pe|:ty of every kind. Junot decreed, 



that the two millions of cruzados al- 
ready paid (which he raised as a 
loan, and now called a contribution) 
should be accounted as part of tlu» 
sum, and allowed for in the final 
payment. Six millions were to be 
paid by the commercial part of the 
country; one third on thp first of 
March, one on the first of May, and 
the remaining one on the first of 
August. All goods of English ma- 
nufacture being, on account of their 
origin, liable to confiscation, were te 
be ransomed by the merchants and 
tradesmen who possessed them, at a 
third of their value. All the gold 
and silver of al} the churches, cha- 
pels, and fratemitiesy within the city 
of Lisbon and its district, was to be 
carried to , the mint within fifteen 
days, no other plate being excepted 
than what was necessary for decent 
worship. In the provinces, the col- 
lectors qf the tenths were to receive 
the church plate, and transmit it te 
the mint, and the amount was to be 
carried to the contribution. All arch- 
bishopsy bishops, religious ordersi 
and dignitaries, who. possessed any 
revenue, from land or cattle of any 
kind, should contribute two thirds of 
the whole yearly income, if that in- 
come did not exceed 16,000 cruza- 
dos, and three fourths if it did; for 
which they were to be excused from 
paying the tenths for the current 
year ! Every person enjoying a be- 
nefice producing from six hundred 
to nine hundred milreis per year, 
should contribute two thirds of his 
income, three fourths if it exceed- 
ed the latter sum. All commenda- 
dors of the religious orders, or of 
Malta, should also pay two thirds of 
their revenue. The donatories of 
crown property were to pay a. dou- 
ble tax. All owners of houses, half 
the rent for which they were let, or 
a proportionate sum if they inha- 
bited them themselves. All land- 
holders, two tenths, in addition to 
the former imposts. The tax upon 
horses, mules, and servants, was 
doubled. The Juiz do Povo, under 
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orders of the Senadoy was to rate all 
trading bodies, and booth and stall 
keepers, and compel them to pay 
their assessment by distress; and 
i»hops, which were not under the 
jurisdiction of the Senadoj were to 
be rated, in like manner, by the 
Mesa do Bern Commum^ or board of 
j^eneral good, under the inspection 
®f the royal junta of commerce.— 
^ Behold," says the Portugueze au- 
thor, « here is the happiness pro- 
mised in the name of the great Na- 



with the dancing girls of the opera, 
But the Frei :ch never suffer either 
their follies or their vices to inter- 
rupt or impede their business; and, 
in all his measures, Junot proved 
himself the fit instrument of the ty- 
rant whom he served. A quarrel 
took place at Caldas between some 
French and the Portuguese regi« 
ment of Porto; Loison, the most fe- 
rocious of the French generals, was 
sent to inquire into it. He shot 
nine Portuguese; three of whom 



poleon ! This is the protection of were men of some property in the 
Teligion, and of the subject! This is country, disarmed the whole regi* 



the friend of the people, of com- 
merce, and of industry !'* The mint 
was now, from morning till night, 
surrounded with persons carrying 
their little plate, or trinkets, for sale, 
many of them beseeching, with tears, 
and for the love of God, that they 
might be admitted first, pleading the 
urgency of their distress. The situ- 
ation of Lisbon, at this time, is one 
to which history affords no parallel. 
It suffered neither pestilence, nor 
laniine, nor war; and yet all these 
visitations £ould scarcely have pro- 
duced a greater scene of misery; 
and the calamity did not admit of 
hope; for when could the Portu- 
guese look for deliverance ? Provi- 
sions were dear, indeed, but the 
markets were regularljr ,, supplied; 
and those who had money, could 
ad ways procure food. But a large 
proportion of the inhabitants were 
thrown out of employment. The 
contribution was rigorously exacted, 
and suicide, which had scarcely ever 
been heard of in Portugal, became 
now almost a daily act. There Is no 
inhumanity like that of avarice. One 
of the noblest charitable institutions 
in the world, was the Royal Hospi- 
tal at Lisbon. Under the house of 
Braganza it might have vied with 
any thing in England; under the 
usurpation of the French, more than 
a third part of all its patients pe^ 
rished for want of food. 

Junot meantime was giving fetes, 
and amusing himself and his guests 



ment, and disbanded it. So sensible 
was Junot of the growing impatience 
of the people, under their intolerable 
burthens, that, having occasion to 
coin silver, he ordered it to be 
struck as usual in the name of the 
prince regent, but with the date of 
the preceding yeaa\ The temper of 
the people was, indeed, sufficiently 
manifest. If the English squadron 
appeared to stand in shore, the 
heights in the city were covered 
with multitudes, eagerly watching 
every movement of the ships, and 
secretly praying that they might be 
destined for the recovery of Lisbon. 
The la\f against the use of fire arms 
was renewed, with severer penalties, 
and all the customary sports of the 
Entrudo, the carnival preceding 
lent, were prohibited. ' The contri- 
bution was levied with the utmost 
rigour. The property of those who 
had not money to satisfy these ini- 
quitous demands, was seized; and 
the owners of untenanted houses 
were compelled to pay half the rent 
for which they would have been let. 
The lowest hucksters, stallkeepers, 
and labourers, were summoned bci* 
fore the Juiz do Povo to be assessed 
in their portion, and the merchants 
were ordered to appear in allies be-x 
fore the junta of conimerce, and 
there reciprocally discuss their af- 
fairs; and tax each' other ! The per- 
sons who had purchased passports 
for Brazil, were alarmed by an order 
for stopping the American vessels 
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in whicln th^y had embarked; thi8» ria between a Portuguese fioldier 

however^ was only done to extort and three Frenchmen, and the Por-* 

farther bribes, and when nothing tuguese was killed. The scene of 

more couldbesoueezedoutof them* this transaction happened to be the 

th^y were permitted to sail. Several St. Giles's of Lisbon, and it occa- 



vessels cleared out under Kniphau 
sen colours, and with passports for 
the north of Europe. They were in 
reality bound for Brazil, and paid 
each from 5,000 cruzados upwards, 
to have the deception winked at. 
Many persons got on board beyond 
the bar, others were secreted in the 
hold, and others dispersed them- 
selves as sailors, daubing their hands 
with pitch, lest it should be disco- 
vered that they had not been accus-f 
tomed to manual labour. Many es- 
caped to the English squadron. 
Heavier punishments were enacted 
figainst those who attempted thus to 
escape, and every person assisting 
was sentenced to death. Higher re- 
wards were offered to informers; and 
all persons inhabiting the house 
from which any one had escaped, 
were ordered to give information of 
his flight within eight and forty 
hours. 

pne act of oppression more was 
tp be es^ercised upon a nation al« 
ready so pruelly oppressed; her 
troops were to be marched off to 
join Buonaparte's arnues, a first 
sacrifice of blood to tliat insatiable 
tyrant, and soon to be followed by 
his accursed conscription. Many 
soldiers deserted. In consequence of 
this, the French code of martial lavf 
vfs^ declared tpbe applicable to the 
Portuguese army, and death became 
thereby the punishment of deser- 
tion. The office of intendant pf po? 
lice, vacated by the absence of the 
traitor Novion, who marched to 
France with his regiment, was con-r 
fcrred on Lagarde, a . Frenchman, 
and one of the mo^t rapacious of the 
race. He took up his; abpde at the 
inquisition, and converted it into a 
receiving housp for suspepted per- 
sons. A curious specimen soon oc- 
curred of this man's administration. 
A quarrel took place in the Moura- 



sioned a great tumult among the 
inhabitants of the Rua guja, or Dirty- 
street, and three other such sties of 
vice and beggary; more French col- 
lected; the mob, however, had the 
advantage, and the riot was not ap- 
peased till a French serjeant of gre* 
nadiers was killed, a soldier mor« 
tally wounded, and three others se- 
verely cut by the knives of the Por- 
tuguese. Upon this, an order ap* 
peared from M. Lagarde, decreeing 
that twelve of the inhabitants of 
these streets who bore the wornt 
character, should be apprehended 
and imprisoned for three monthly 
unless they declared who were the 
cMef instigators of the riot; thataU 
the common prostitutes who lodged 
in these four streets, should qu^t 
them within four days, on pain of 
having their heads shaved, and 
being banished from Lisbon; and 
that all eating and drinking houses 
in the said streets should be shut up 
for six months, unless the owners^ 
would give informadon agsdnst some 
person concerned in the disturbance. 
The result of this order was, that 
every stnuapet who could pay a six 
and thirty^as suffered to continue 
in her abode, as not being concerned 
in the tumult; that the tavemers paid 
from one to five pieces each, as 
they were able; the eating houses 
from eight milreis to two pieces; 
and the twelve hostages from twelve 
milreis to six pieces each; and the 
sum total which M. Lagarde ex* 
torted from these wretches, as the 
price of two Frenchmen killed and 
three wounded, according to an 
exact account, amounted to 862 mil* 
reis. 

Junot had now been created duke 
of Abrantes, and a deputation of 
fidalgos was sent to Baypnne, there 
to receive from the Corsican a conn 
stitution for Portugal* Every new 
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measuve which might serre to rivet 
the chains of Uiat unhappy country, 
was regarded with delight by the 
party of traitors who had sold them- 
selves to France. Hitherto no leara 
had clouded their triumph; but the 
{ace of things was now about to be 
changed. The villanous designs of 
Buonaparte upon Spain were known 
to Junot; and that general perceiving 
how deep an interest was felt in the 
transactions of Aranjuez, not cmly 
by the Spanish soldiers, but by the 
people of Lisbon also, lost no time 
in taking precautions against the 
effects of their agitation. The mer- 
chants were ordered to send all the 
muskets, guns, and other arms used 
on board their ships, to the arsenal, 
there to be held in deposit till they 
obtained a license for their ships to 
sail; and all persons dealing in arms 
of any kind were in like manner to 
deliver them up. They had no sooner 
been collected then the guns were 
spiked, and the stocks of the mus- 
kets broken. The first measure 
taken agidnst the Spanish troops 
was to confine them to their quar- 
ters in the evening, a spirit of ani- 
mosity against the French having 
shown itself, as soon as they knew 
that Ferdinand was gone to Bay- 
onne. Junot then divided them, 
sending some to Mafra, and distri- 
buting others amon^ the fortresses, 
so that only one regiment remained 
in the city. He spread a report that 
Portugal was to be united to Spain, 
and that the French were about to 
retire. This was designed to con- 
ciliate the Spaniards, and to exas- 
perate the Portuguese against them; 
and at the same time, to soothe the 
lauer, it was asserted thai the con- 
tribution would be excused, and all 
confiscated property restored. OSi- 
cial notice was handed round that 
the -deputies had been received with 



the utthost benignity at Bayonne^ 
and that the emperour Napoleon had 
given them unequivocal proofs of 
his compassionate disposition; in fine, 
every kind of happiness was now 
to be showered down upon Portugal. 
While this was the language of 
the French, the real feelings which 
prompted it, were sofliciendy mani- 
fested by all the measures of the 
military usurpation. The streets 
were filled with patrols on the 
prince regent's birth-day; and that 
his name, if possible, might be put 
out of remembrance, a ship which 
was called after him was ordered 
to be renamed the Portugueze. In 
like manner the Maria I. was to be 
called the City of Lisbon; and even 
the name of the St. Sebastian was 
changed; for as superstition is never 
so contagious as in a time of distress, 
Junot feared lest the strange faith 
of the Sebastianists should spread, 
and produce some desperate effort. 
That faith had been probably invent- 
ed, certainly encouraged, during a 
former usurpation of Portugal by a 
patriotick party, whose object was 
to effect the emancipadon of their 
country, and who, for more than half 
a century, never lost ^ght of that 
object dll they had accomplished 
it. The superstition still existed; 
and Junot had still some .reason to 
think that politick heads were at 
work once more to inflame it, now 
when it might again be useful. 
About the middle of March, an egg 
was produced with the letters V- D. 
S. R. P. distinctly traced in the 
shell, and apparently formed with it. 
It was said to have been laid in this 
state by a hen belonging to one 
Jos6 CaeUno da Costa, and the Se- 
bastianists immediately interpretetl 
the letters to signify, Vive Dom 
Sebaaeianiy Rei de Portugal. The 
trick had been well executed.^ 



* It is curious that a similar trick, though far less skilfully contrived, was practised 
about the same time by Mary Bateman, the Yorkshire witch. This woman, with her 
characteristick cruelty, forced into the ovary of one of her hens three egg^s, at differ- 
ent times, with the words Crist is coming scratched upon them. They were dropt in the 
nest, and she Gsrried on a gaiaf ul trade by showing them for a penay to credulous 
iBultitudes. 
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Many experiments were made to 
ascertain how the letters had been 
formed, but all failed; other eggs 
were inscribed, but no person could 
succeed in giving the same varnish 
to the inscription as on the rest of 
the shell. Crowds assembled round 
the house where this prodigy had 
been produced, and the egg was sent 
round in a silver salver to those who 
had sufficient interest or authority 
to be intrusted with such a treasure, 
till after it had been three days the 
topick of conversation in Lisbon, it 
was carried to Junot. The fact of 
his altering the name of the* St. Se- 
bastian shows what importance he 
attached to the circumstance, and 
to a superstition once so prevalent, 
never obsolete, and so easy to be 
revived. 

The command of Alem-Tejo was 
given at this time to Kellerman, who 
has since rendereil himself so infa- 
mous by his edict in Spain for ham- 
stringing and blinding all the cattle 
left for the purposes of agriculture 
within the district under his authori- 
ty. He bore in Portugal a less odi- 
ous character than most of the other 
generals. His rapacity, however, was 
equal to the cruelty which he has 
unce manifested. As soon as he en- 
tered upon his new government, he 
imposed an additional contribution 
upon the province, requiring 10,000 
cruzados novos from Evora, 8,000 
from Elvas, eight from Portalegre, 
six from Villa Vigosa, and rating 
the other plac6s in like proportion 
to their population. Kellerman was, 
in this instance, the dupe of his own 
greediness: thinking to secure the 
whole plunder for himself, he ven- 
tured to exact it by his own will and 
pleasure, without any order from 
Junot, or M. Herman the French 
minister of the interiour. Complaint 
was made to them, and the general 
was ordered to refund the whole 
which had been paid. This was re- 
garded as the most extraordinary 
circumstance during the whole usur- 
pation; but the fact was; that what 



Junot resented was the slight shown 
to his own authority, not the injury 
done to the Portuguese. Alem-Tejo 
had little leisure to rejoice in this 
act of grace:— the patriotick war in 
Spedn was known in that province 
as soon as it broke out; and about 
six hundred Spaniards who were 
in garrison at Cezimbra, and other 
places dependent upon the govern- 
ment at Setubal, collected and be- 
gan their march with flying colours 
towards their own country. A French 
detachment of nearly the same force 
was sent from Lisbon to pursue 
them. They came up with the Spa- 
niards at Pegoens. In affairs of small 
parties, tacticks are of little avail; 
success depends upon individual cou- 
rage, and then it is that the strength 
of a good cause is made apparent. 
The French were defeated: they 
brought back their wounded to Lis- 
bon; for to have left them out of the 
immediate protection of an army 
would have been leaving them to 
certain death. They were landed at 
night, that the loss might be as lit- 
tle publick as possible; it was, how- 
ever, 80(m known that there were 
above 180 wounded. This was the 
first act of open war which took 
place in Portugal. Tidings soon ar- 
rived that the Spaniards, at Porto, 
had seized the French general in 
that city, and marched to join the 
patriots. Junot now for the first time 
perceived that his situation was be- 
come dangerous as well as difficult, 
and the next day he disarmed and 
confined the 5,000 Spaniards who still 
remained in Lisbon and the adjoin- 
ing country. 

Tidings were now arriving of 
insurrections in every quarter, and 
Junot began to prepare for defend- 
ing himself in Lisbon: — ^he set men 
to work in fortifying the castle, em- 
ployed the watermen in filling the ' 
cisterns, laid in stores and fodder, 
and removed thither all the arms 
from the foundery. The festival of - 
St. John the Baptist was near at hand; 
the vespers of this and of a few other 
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festivals occurring about the same 
time, are celebrated with bonfires in 
Portugal, as they formerly were in 
.England. The ceremony is as old 
as the worship of the Kelts, even, 
perhaps, before their entrance into 
Europe; and it is one of the many 
pagan customs which Catholicism 
made its own. Junot now forbade all 
rejoicings upon these occasions. 
Any person letting off fireworks, 
as usual, making any use of gun- 
powder, or kindling a bonfire, was 
to be imprisoned eight days, and 
fined in proportion to his means; 
parents were to be answerable 
for their children, schoolmasters 
for their boys, masters for their 
servants, tradesmen for the people 
in their employ; the publick walk 
was not to be open in the evening, 
and all concourse in the streets was 
prohibited. Individuals were ordered 
to deliver up all the weapons in 
their possession, because of the 
danger which would result to the 
-well-disposed inhabitants of Lisbon, 
if their tranquillity should be disturb- 
ed by designing men. One detach- 
ment was sent to quell the patriots 
in the north of Portugal, another 
upon the same service to the south; 
the men marched out of the city 
with provisions and kettles upon 
their backs, and every one had a 
loaf fixed upon his bayonet. Prepa- 
rations were made for an encamp- 
ment upon the Campo d'Ourique, 
from whence, and from the castle, 
the French might command the city. 
At the same time it was ordered 
that no person should quit it, with- 
out a special license from the in- 
tendant general; and all who had 
retired into the country, within the 
last fortnight, were ordered to re- 
turn on pain of imprisonment. This 
was designed as a new means of ex- 
torting money; for all persons who 
had any place to retire to, had alrea- 
dy left Lisbon, expecting that some 
tumult would give the French an 
opportunity of sacking the town, 
and they were now obliged to pur- 



chase permission to remain where 
they were. 

Junot's famous proclamation had 
dready been issued: " Portuguese," 
it said, « what delirium is this ! into 
what an abyss of evils are you about 
to plunge 1 After seven months of 
the most perfect tranquillity and 
harmony, what reason can you have 
for taking arms ? And against whom? 
against an army which is to secure 
your independence, which is to 
maintain the integrity of your coun- 
try; a numerous, brave, and veteran 
army, before which you would be 
scattered like the sands of the de- 
sert, before the impetuous breath of 
the winds of the south !** In th? 
same strain of bombast and impu- 
dent falsehood, the French general 
proceeded to threaten and flatter, 
bidding them beware of the English 
hereticks, who sought equally to 
debase their country, and destroy 
their religion; telling them that the 
emperour Napoleon, at his interces- 
sion, had graciously remitted half 
the contribution, and that he was on 
the point of accomplishing all their 
wishes; that this was the moment in 
which they were about to reap tho 
fruit of their good fortune, the mo- 
ment in which Portugal was to be 
made happy. This, too, was the only 
moment they had to implore the 
clemency of the emperour; his ar- 
mies were already upon their fron- 
tiers; every individual taken in arms 
should be instantly shot; and every 
town or city which should rise 
against the French, should be deli- 
vered up to pillage, totally destroy- 
ed, and all its inhabitants put to the 
sword. Notwithstanding this boast- 
ful language, Junot was well aware 
that the storm was gathering round 
him. The French squadron at Cadiz 
had been captured; Spain was in 
arms; the English general at Gib- 
raltar, and the English admiral, 
without waiting for instructions from 
home, were co-operating with a peo- 
ple, whose generosity the English 
had always acknowledged, whom it 
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was pakfol (o dank of as enemies, 

and whom, the instant they rose 
against the oppressor, we regarded 
as friends and brethren. The Portn- 
guese were in insurrection; England 
was mistress of the seas; her flag 
was always in sight from Lisbon; 
and it was not to be doubted, but 
that on the first favourable moment, 
she would send an army to the as- 
sistance of her oldest and moat 
faithful ally. However the usurping 
duke of Abrantes might vaunt, he 
felt that his dukedom was held by 
an insecure tenure, and, looking 
forward to a retreat, gave orders that 
tiie church plate should, with all 
speed, be melted down into bars, 
for more convenient removal, that 
he might not leave the country with- 
out his booty. 

We have two lessons to learn 
from the French: the art of provi- 
sioning an army, and that constant 
activity which never suffers it to re- 
main unemployed, but attacks the 
enemy whenever and wherever 
they are weakest. In these points, 
and in these only, they are our su- 
periours; in the field, we have never 
failed to show them, that, in the 
words of the celebrated war song, 

We are the sons of the men 
Who conquered on Cressy's plain; 
And what our fathers did. 
Their sons can do again. 

Junot's measures were taken with 
a pi^omptness equal to the occasion. 
He hoped to crush the insurgents, 
before any English could arrive to 
their assistance; and wherever tliey 
ventured to oppose a regular body 
of French troops, the event was 
what he had expected and foreseen. 
Two ^^ndred patriots were killed 
in the streets of Villa Vigosa, and 
twelve who were taken prisoners^ 
shot as rebels, by orders of general 
Avril. Twelve hundred, according 
to the French account, fell before 
Beja; every man taken in arms was 



put to death, and every house, frott 
which the enemy haid been fired 
upon, was burnt. " Beja has revolt- 
ed," said Kellerman, in a proclama- 
tion to the people of Alem-Tejo, 
<« Beja no longer exists; its guilty 
inhabitants have been cut off with 
the edge of the sword, and its 
houses delivered up to pillage and 
to the flames. Take ye all wanting 
by this terrible example, and learn 
from it, that it was not in vain the 
commander in chief told ye the 
clouds of the rebels would be scat- 
tered before us like the sands of the 
desert, before the impetuous breath 
of the winds of the south." Jun^ 
called other means to his assistance. 
Three infamous dignitaries of the 
patriarchal church issued a pastoral 
letter, under his orders, denouncing 
excommunication against all per- 
sons who directly, or indirectly, as* 
sisted the patriots. This was dis* 
persed over tiie provinces, accom- 
panied by a letter from the French 
intendant general, in which he asked 
the Portuguese why they subjected 
themselves to the weight of the 
French power, at a moment when 
the Almighty Authority* thought 
only of laying aside the rights of 
conquest, and of governing with 
mildness. " Is it," said he, « before 
a few handfuls of Portuguese that^ 
the star of the great Napoleon is to 
be darkened, or the arm deadened, 
of one of the most valliant and skil- 
ful captains ?" It is but too welt 
known, how deeply the baneful 
superstition of the Romish church 
has rooted itself in Portugal; but in 
this instance, the threat of excom* 
mtmication was regarded with con- 
tempt; the people knew that their 
most sacred duty was to deliver their 
country, that no devotion could be 
so lioly, as the sacrifice of their own 
lives, in such a cause; no offering 
so righteous, as the blood of an in- 
vader. 

Basely as the Spaniards have been 



* This pbrasp is UteraUy translated firom the original bla^hemy of the proclamation. 
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calumniated here» the fate of the 
Portuguese has been still harder. 
The writers who have been most 
successful in slandering the Spa- 
niards, and deadening that generoua 
ardour in their cause, which was at 
one time as universal in Great Bri- 
tain, as it was honourable to the. 
British character, are persons, who, 
having professed the most opposite 
opinions, as they happened to suit 
their own immediate purposes, have 
proved themselves to have no other 
pruiciple whatever, than that of self- 
interest. But the Portuguese have 
been hastily condemned by men of a 
far different stamp. Even so truly 
profound and philosophical a writer 
as Ardnt, speaks of them with con- 
temptuous injustice, in the work for 
which Palm was muixiered. « The 
Spaniards," he says, "will again 
become what they once were, one 
of the most admired and powerfial 
nations in Europe; but Portugal will 
remain in a state of servitude, as it 
deserves; for, separated from Spain, 
it is a wen on a sound body." The 
German philosopher truly prophe- 
syed the regeneration of the Spa- 
niards; and had he known the cha- 
racter of the Portuguese equally 
well, his opinion of them would have 
been more favourable and less erro- 
neous. The people are uncorrupted, 
and their courage and patriotism 
were abundantly proved by the man- 
ner in which they rose against the 
French, at a time, when, to use the 
words of lord Wellington, their 
troops had been completely dis- 
persed; their officers had gone off to 
Brazil; and their arsenals had been 
pillaged; or were in the power of the 
enemy. "Their revolt," says that 
competent judge, "under the cir- 
cumstances in which it has taken 
place, is -still more extraordinary 
than that of the Spanish nation." 
While Kellerman and Avril were 
ravaging Alem-Tejo, Margaron at- 
tacked Leiria, where a handful of 
students from Coimbra had pro- 
claimed the prince regent. Six hun- 
Vo^. V. X 



dred patriots, according to th0 
French bulletin, were left upon the 
field of battle. According to the Por- 
tuguese, the French, while they 
were opposed to an undisciplined 
and half armed peasantry, divided 
their force, which consisted of nearly 
5000 men, entered the city on every 
side, and put to the sword all whom 
they found in the streets, without 
distinction of age or sex. It was 
stated in the bulletin that the ban- 
ners of the insurgents were taken 
and presented to his excellency the 
duke of Abrantes. The real histoiy 
of these banners is a curious proof 
of the manner in which the French 
bulletins are fabricated. The soldiers^ 
on their march, fell in with a party 
of devotees geing to the Cirio da 
Ameixoeira, mounted upon mules 
and asses, with musick playing, and 
flags flying, such as are to be seen 
at an English puppet show. The 
sight of the French put the whole 
procession to the rout, and the flags 
which they threw away in their flight 
were picked iip, to form an article 
in the next bulletin. 

Loison, mean time, was laying 
waste the north of Portugd. Alfe- 
drinha was burnt by him, ahd above 
3000 patriots killed in battle. His 
own loss was said to be only twenty 
killed, and from; thirty to forty 
wounded. This bulletin, however, is 
said, by the Portuguese author, to be 
notoriously false. That which follow- 
ed will only provoke a smile in En- 
gland. " On the 10th of July, forty 
English landed at the foot of the 
village of Costa, to obtain provisions. 
That post was defended by only five 
of the 31st regiment of light infan<« 
try. Notwithstanding the dispropor- 
tion of numbers, these five men, in 
sight of all the inhabitants, attacked 
the forty English, forced them to 
leave upon the beach all that they 
had purchased, and pursued them to 
the sea. Three conscript lads of the 
66th regiment saw a boat from the 
English squadron making towards 
the land, near Cascaes* They hi^ 
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^emselves till it reached the shore, 
tlien rose up from their ambush, 
fired upon it, killed the pilot, who 
was the master of admiral Cotton's 
ship, and obliged two English offi- 
cers, and six sailors, or marines, 
who were in the boat, to lay down 
their arms and surrender as prison^ 
ers of war, an instance of presence 
of mind and courage, which does 
great honour to these three lads." 
When the French admiral Latouche, 
during the bjockade of Toulon, 
boasted, in an official letter, that the 
whole l^ntlsh fleet had fled before 
him, Nelson said, if his character 
for not being ^pt to run away, were 
not established by that time, it was 
not worth his while to put the world 
right Nevertheless, he swore that if 
he took the Frenchman, he would 
make him eat his letter. General 
Thiebault, who signed the bulletin, 
fell at Vimieria; had he been made 
prisoner, it certainly ought to have 
been administered to him in a sand- 
wich. 

If the victories of the French 
over the Portuguese, be not more 
truly related than these exploits 
against our sailors, the patriots sus- 
tained little loss. It was not, how- 
ever, possible that they could with-r 
stand such a force of regular troops, 
and the French soldiers made full 
use of the license which their ras- 
cally commanders allow them in the 
field. They returned to Lisbon with 
cart loads of plunder, and every 
man with his knapsack full. The pil- 
lage which poison and Margaron 
brought back, amounted to more 
than half a million of cruzados. This, 
however, was the least mischief 
which they committed. Junot talked 
of houses delivered over to desola- 
tion and death; of flourishing cities 
n transformed into heaps of ashes and 
wide sepulchre^. Hp did not enume- 
ixite, among the triumphs of his 
troops, the opitrages committed upon 
the women. Their vengeance fell 
next upon Evora. Loison, with-Mar- 
^£^on $ind ^olignac under ius com* 



mand, and a powerful detachment 
marched for that city. The patriots 
had collected a few regular troops, 
with the militia of the country, and 
some Spaniards came to their assist- 
ance; they posted themselves ad- 
vantageously about a mile from the 
town, and sustained an attack of 
some hours, before the position was 
forced. Junot asserted that 1000 
were left dead in the field, 4000 
wounded, and 3000 made prisoners; 
the Portuguese, with e<jual exag- 
geration, affirmed, the victory cost 
the French 3000 slain. Tlie city was 
given up to be pillaged; nine hun- 
dred persons, of different sexes and 
ages, were ptit to the sword in the 
streets and churches; eight and thirty 
clergymen were murdered; aipong 
them the bishop of M aranham. The 
iHimieries were broke open^ and wo- 
men were equally the victims of 
their cruelty and their lust. Loisbh 
himself shook his sabre over thifc 
head of the archbishop, a venerable 
K^an, nearly ninety years of age, of 
distinguished learning, and still 
more eminent for his virtues. He 
promised him, however, that his 
property should not be touched; yel, 
after this promise, Loison himself^ 
with some of his favourite ofBcers, 
entered by night the archbishop*8 
library, which was one of the finest 
in Portugal; threw down every book, 
in hopes of discovering valuables 
behind them; broke off the gold and 
silver clasps from the magnificent 
bindings of the rarest part of the 
<>.oHection; and in their rage that 
they found so little plunder, tore in 
pieces a whole file of manuscripts. 
They took every gold and silver 
coin from his cabinet of medals, and 
«very jewel and bit of the precious 
metals, in which the relicks were 
set, or which decorated any thing in 
his oratory. And when the arch- 
bishop was taking his afternoon 
sleep, and had laid his episcopal 
ring upon the table, as usual at such 
times, Loison *s prowling eye fixed 
upcm the je^l as he passed through 
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tlie room, and he was seen to pocket 
it. These facts are not mentioned in 
the work before us; but they are 
related upon the most unquestion- 
able authority. 

Evora was sacked on the 30th of 
July. Two days afterwards sir Arthur 
Wellesley landed, and the subse- 
quent events are sufficiently noto- 
rious. The iniquity of Buonaparte's 
conduct towards Portugal has been 
put out of sight by his blacker 
wickedness towards Spain. Con- 
science, says a state-villain in one 
bf Ben Jonson's plays: 

" I Conscience,— 
Poor plodding priests and preaching friars 

may make 
Their hollow pulpits and the empty aisles 
Of churches ring with that roiind word: 

but we 
That draw the •i^btile and more piercing 

air - . ' 

In that sublimed region of a court, 
Know all is good we make so, and go on. 
Secured by the prosperity of our crimes,*' 

At present this might be the Cor- 
sican'S motto. Such has been the 
career of that imperial barbarian, 
that he obtains an amnesty for his 
old crimes by perpetmting new 
ones; and his perjuries and assas- 
sinations have ceased to excite asto« 



nishment in Europe, because thej^ 
are now looked upon as regular 
parts of his political system. Even 
in this country, there are men, who, 
when they are reminded of his guilt, 
think it a sufficient reply, to tell ts 
of his greatness; and would have us 
fall down and worship the golden 
image, at the very time when the 
Spaniards are walking through the 
burning, fiery furnace. These men 
serve the tyrant whom they flatter, 
and are more truly and efficiently 
his agents, than the miserable 
wretches in his pay. They are never 
weary of exaggerating the wisdom 
and the power of Buonaparte. Ac- 
cording to them, it is still the En- 
glish who disturb the quiet of the 
continent. He is the regenerator and 
benefactor of Spain and Portugal, 
who reforms their laws, purifies 
their religion, and puts an end to 
the abuses of their governments. 
The Spanish chiefs « have only a 
little hour to strut and fret i* and we 
ought to congratulate ourselves upon 
their fall. Callous and cowardly 
sophists \ it is thus, that while they 
belie the feelings, they labour to 
deaden the courage, and sacrifice 
the honour of England. 



FBOM THE qVARTEKLT REVIEW. 

.Voyage de D^couvertes, aux Terres Australes, . ex6cut^ par ordre de sa Majest6 
I.'£inpereur et Roi, sur les Corvettes Le Giographe, Le NfituraUste^ et la Go<:lette 
Le Casuarina, pendant les Annies 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803, et 1804, public par 
D^cret Imperial, et R^dig^, par M. F. Pcron, Naturaliste, &c. &c. 4to. Tome premier 
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A FEW months after the retire- 
ment of Mr. Pitt, and the succession 
of Mr. Addington, that is, in June, 
1800, M. Otto, the resident commis- 
sary for French prisoners of war, ad- 
dressed an application to the lords 
of the admiralty, to obtain the neces- 
sary passports, for two armed ves- 
sels, Le GSographe and JLe Aam- 



ralistey which the French govern- 
ment had appointed for a voyage of 
discovery round the worlds " pour 
mettre le capitsdne Baudin i Pabri 
de toute attaque hostile, et lui pro- 
curer une reception favorable dans 
les ^tablissemens Britanniques ou il 
pourra ^tre oblig^ de relicher mo- 
mentan^ment/' lu consequence of 
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this application, the good natured 
minister, without farther inquiry 
into the tenour of captain Baudin's 
instructions, or the particular object 
of his mission, obtained his majesty's 
commands, that the French vessels 
<< should be permitted to put into 
any of his majesty's ports, in case of 
stress of weather, or to procure as- 
sistance, if necessary, to enable them 
to prosecute their voyage.'* 

The perusal of M. Peron's book, 
has convinced us that M. Otto's 
applicaticm was grounded on false 
pretences, and that the passport was 
&audulently obtained; that there 
never was any intention to send 
these vessels on a voyage of disco- 
very round the world, as stated by 
M. Otto, but that the sole object of 
it was, to ascertain the real state of 
New Holland; to discover what our 
colonists were doing, and what was 
left for the French to do, on this 
great continent, in the event of a 
peace; to find some port in the neigh- 
bourhood of our settlements, which 
should be to them what Pondicherry 
was to Hindoostan; to rear the stand- 
ard of Buonapaite, then first consul, 
on the first convenient spot; and, 
finally, that the only circumnaviga- 
tion intended in this voyage d^esfiio' 
nage^ was that of Australia. 

If any doubt could be entertained, 
that such was the sole intention of 
the French government, the heads 
of captain Baudin's instructions, as 
stated by M. Peron, and, indeed, the 
whole proceedings of the voyage, 
are amply sufl&cient to set this point 
at rest. By these instructions, they 
were directed to touch, in the first 
instance, at the Isle of France; 
thence to proceed to the southern 
extremity of Van Dieman's land; 
visit Dentrecasteaux's channel; exa- 
mine the eastern coast; enter the 
strait of Bass, through that of Banks; 
coipplete the discovery of Hunter's 
islands; examine the southwest coast 
of New Holland; penetrate behind 
the islands of St. Peter and St. Fran- 
cis; and visit th^t part of the conti- 



nent concealed by those islands^ 
where a strait was supposed to exist, 
by which a communication was 
opened with the great gulph of Car- 
pentaria. This being accomplished^ 
they ^ere to direct their course to 
cape Leuwen; examine the unknown 
parts of the coast, to the northward; 
visit the coasts of the land of Edels 
and Endracht; make a particular 
survey of the island of Rottenest and 
Shark's bay; terminaUng theic first 
campaign at the N. W. cape of New 
Holland. 

From Timor, or Amboyna (at 
one of which places they were t^ 
winter) they were directed to pro- 
ceed through Endeavour Strait, to 
the eastern point of the great gulph 
of Carpentaria; to examine the whole 
circuit of its coast, to the land of 
Amheim, terminating the second 
campaign at the same northwest 
cape at which their first was com- 
pleted. From hence they were to 
cross the Indian ocean to the Isle of 
France, and make the best of their 
way to Europe. 

So much for the voyage of disco- 
very round the worldj of which M. 
Peron has been employed to write 
the history. The perusal of his book 
has certainly afforded us consider- 
able pleasure, although, in the 
course of our examination of it, we 
shall feel ourselves called upon to 
reprobate, in the strongest manner^ 
the mean and illiberal conduct into 
which he must have been betrayed, 
by superiour infiaence. (H M. P^- 
ron, as a man of general science, 
we are disposed to think highly; 
but, we repeat, that in the publica- 
tion of the work before us, we do 
not, and cannot, consider him as a 
free agent. It is brought forward, in 
the first place, under the immediate 
sanction of Buonaparte, in conse- 
quence of a report of the imperial 
institute, which states: 

*• That more than one hundred thou- 
sand specimens of animals, great and 
small, compose the zoological collectioiH 
and that the number of msw species^ aQ-- 
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"Cording to the report of the professors of 
the museum, amounts to above two thou- 
sand five himdred. When it is recollected,'* 
.continues the reporter, ** that the second 
voyage of Cook, the most brilliant, in this 
respect, which has ever been made to this 
day, did not furnish more than two hun- 
dred and fifty new species, and that the 
combined voyages of Carteret, Wallis, 
Fumeaux, Meares, and Vancouver, have 
not, altogether, produced so great a num- 
ber; when it is observed, that the case is 
the same with regard to all the French 
expeditions^ it will follow, that MM. Pe- 
ron ' and Lesueur alone, have discovered 
more new animals, than all the natural 
historians who have travelled ifi these ' 
latter times." 

As a reward for tliis great exer- 
tion> the institute accordingly re- 
solves: 

1. " That the class should testify, in an 
authentick manner, how much it is satis- 
fied with the zeal shown by M. Peron, to 
fulfil the functions with which he was 
charged. 

2. *• That it should declare to govern- 
ment that he is deserving of those rewards 
usually granted to naturalists who travel; 
and that the works preparing by him must 
contribute to the progress of natural sci- 
ence.'*^ 

The reward, we arc told in a 
note, was an order of Buonaparte 
Cor his works to be published at the 
expense of government. 

Before we proceed to the exami- 
nation of M. P6ron's book, we shall 
extract one part of the report of the 
institute, which, from the importance 
it attaches to the nascent colony in 
New South Wales, tends to coito- 
borate what we have stated in regard 
to the real object of the voyage. 

" In the midst of the regions which he 
has traversed, M. Peron has every where 
encountered the rivals of his country; in 
every place they liave formed establish- 
ments which excite the greatest interest, 
©f wlkich we have hitherto, in FAirope, re- 
ceived but imperfect and invariably false 
^formation. M. P^ron has applied himself 
particularly to comprehend, m detail, this 
vastsystem of colonization in Australia, 
which is exhibited at the same time on a 
jyceat continent, and over an immense 
ocean. You will he enabled to observe, by 



that part only of his memoir on the s^al 
fishery, how far his researches on this 
subject are of importance, and with what 
sagacity the author of it has been able to 
develop them. Uis labours, inthisrespect^ 
appear worthy, in every point of view, of 
the attention of the philosopher ai'.d the 
statesman. Never, perhaps, did a subject 
of greater interest or curiosity offer itself 
to their contemplation. Never, perhaps, 
was a more striking example afforded of 
the omnipotence ot laws and institutions 
on the character of individuals and na- 
tions. To transform the most formidable 
rabbers, and the most abandoned tliieves 
of England, into honest and peaceable 
citizens, and into industrious planters; to 
operate the same revolution among the 
vilest prostitutes; to compel them, by in- 
fallible means, to become virtuous wives^ 
and exemplary mothers; to bring under 
subordination and control a nascent po- 
pulation; to preserve it, by assiduous care, 
from the contagious example of its pa- 
rents; and thus to lay the groundwork of 
a race more virtuous, than that which at 
present exists; such is the affecting picture 
that the new English colonies present. 
But the statesman, in the veiy constitution 
of this new empire, and in the detail of its 
organization, too surely discovers the real 
views of the founder, and the formidable 
germ of those revolutions, which must, of 
necessity, be produced." Page 12. 

This « Voyage Historique" com- 
mences with observing, that the ef- 
forts which England has made in 
scientifick discoveries have been pe- 
culiarly distinguished in these latter 
times; and that, in this glorious 
struggle among nations for promo- 
ting science, France alone has been 
able to dispute, with advantage, her 
superiority and her triumphs: that, 
notwithstanding this, the numbers 
of enlightened Englishmen, placed 
on the immense theatre of a fifth 
part of the globe, might, perhaps, 
decide the opinion of Europe in fa- 
vour of their country; that the na* 
tional honour af France, therefore, 
called for an expedition of discovery 
to the South Seas, and that the in- 
stittite felt it a dirty to propose the 
measure to government. 

" The war, at this period, appeared t» 
have redoubled its fury; the political ex^ 
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btence of France was menaced; its ter- 
ritory was invaded; but Buonaparte was 
now first consul, be received, with ea^er- 
ness, the proposition of the institute, 
which, for many years before, had to boast 
ef his name in the list of its members — 
And, at the very time when the army of 
teserve was put in motion to cross the 
Alps, he issued his orders to hasten the 
execution of this grand enterprise. In an 
instant, three and twenty persons, nomi- 
nated by him, on the presentation of the 
institute, were destined for making scien- 
tifick researches. Never was a display sa 
considerable, given to this department, of 
avoyage of discovei'y; never were means 
so amply prepared for securing success ! 
Astronomers, geographers, mineralogists, 
botanists, zoologists, draftsmen, garden- 
ers, all presented themselves in double, 
triple, and even quintuple numbers."— 
Page 4. 

Fortunate, however, as it turned 
eut, was it for those who were re- 
jected. Of the twenty-three persons, 
selected for conducting the scientl- 
fick department, three only returned 
to their country. 

The two ships appointed for this 
expedition left Havre on the 19th 
October, 1800, and anchored, on the 
2d November, in the Bay of Santa 
Cruz, in Tencriffe. We shall not at- 
tempt to follow M. Peron through 
his long dissertations on the Canary 
islands, nor dispute with him re- 
specting the gallant conduct of his 
countrymen, on the appearance of 
lord Nelson before Santa Cruz. We 
shall barely observe, that he must 
be mistaken in supposing that the 
English had any view of making a 
conquest of the Canaries, for the 
purpose of " freeing themselves 
from the heavy tribute which they 
pay annually to France, Spain, and 
Portugal, for the wines and brandies 
of those three powers." We are 
confident that no such considera- 
tion entered the brain of him who 
conceived tliis illfated and hopeless 
expedition, and could almost wish 
that the motive for sending lord Nel- 
son on such a service had really 
been as harmless as that which he 
has stated. The island of Teneriffb 



would, in fact, be a useless con- 
quest. As a colony of England, we 
should purchase its wines at twice 
their present rate. The Cape of 
Good Hope, also, according to M. 
P^ron, was taken possession of solely 
for its supply of wines. Now, it un- 
fortunately happens, that, excepting 
a little Constantia for the ladies, not 
a single pipe of Cape wine is con- 
sumed in this capital in the course 
of a year; and the reason is obvi- 
ous: it is worse than the worst wines 
of Teneriffe, and dearer than the 
best. But M. Peron is not a political 
economist; he is, it seems, merely 
« a savant." 

The passage to the Isle of France 
afforded the opportunity of making 
a number of observations on the 
temperature, moisture, and weight 
of the air; on the winds, &c. which 
are detailed at considerable lengthy 
and from which is deduced this ge- 
neral result: ' 

** That all the grand phenomena of na- 
ture undergo the most important modifi- 
cations, in proportion as one approaches 
tlie equator; that the pressure of the air, 
and tlie intensity of the magnetick quality 
are diminished; the barometer descends; 
the thermometer rises; the hygrometer 
stands at the point of saturation; the 
winds become weaker, and more constant; 
the movement of every kind of instru- 
ment is more regular, and the variations 
less." 

Much of this is altogether vague 
and inconclusive. That the elasticity 
of the air is diminished at and near 
the equator; that the mercury in the 
barometer stands generally at a low- 
er, and in the thermometer at a 
higher point than in other parts of 
the ocean; that the atmosphere is 
more loaded with, moisture, are, in- 
deed, facts so well ascertained, as 
not to admit of a doubt; but, so far 
from the winds being more faint 
and steady, there is not, perhaps, a 
spot on the ocean so subject to vio- 
lent squalls and variable weather, as 
that belt on the Atlantick which is 
comprehended between the limits of 
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the northeast trade wind on one side, 
and the southeast on the other. 

Few «*,ountries, we are persuaded, 
can be more delightful than the Isle 
of France. Though sometimes visit- 
ed by tremendous hurricanes, the 
climate is, in general, friendly both 
to the animal and vegetable part of 
the creation. The catalogue of trees, 
shrubs, fruits, Sec. which M. F^ron 
contemplated growing on one spot, 
Includes the most remarkable in the 
tropical regions of the globe. We 
suspect, however, that some of them 
have been set down by him at ran- 
dom. The Mangustan, for instance, 
erroneously said to be " originaire 
de la Chine," has never yet been 
met with beyond the 1 2th degree of 
latitude, and is supposed to be con- 
fined to the peninsula of Malacca, 
Sumatra, Java, and the neighbouring 
islands; indeed, we are perfectly 
certain, from its delicate habits, that 
it could not exist on the Isle of 
France. 

On the 25th April, 1801, the two 
ships quitted the islandi, and, steer- 
ing a course for New Holland, made 
Cape Leuwen, the southwest point 
of that great continent, on the 27th 
May. At the moment of their de- 
parture, the whole of the two ships* 
companies were put on short allow* 
ance, being reduced to half a pound 
of fresh bread to each man fiar dS- 
cade; and, instead of wine, to a ra- 
tion of three sixteenths of a bottle 
of execrable rum, distilled at the 
Isle of France. " Triste prelude," 
says M. Peron, « et principale source 
des malheurs qui devoient nous ac- 
cabler dans la suite !" 

From Cape Leuwen, M. Baudin, 
the commandant, thought proper to 
deviate from his instructions, andj 
instead of proceeding to the south- 
ern extremity of Van Dieman's 
Land, to skirt the western, coast of 
New Hplland, from the land of Leu- 
wen to that ol Endracht. To tlie 
northernmost point of the latter, 
which is, in fact, the N. W. cape of 
New Holland^ be gave the name of 



Murat, and to the group of islands 
which lie before it, that of Rivoli; 
notwithstanding that both of them 
had been long laid down, in our best 
charts, under the names of N. W. 
Cape and Rosemary islands. In the 
same manner new names are bestow- 
ed on headlands and islands along 
this coast) named more than a cen- 
tury ago. The examination of Leu- 
wen's Land occupied them from the 
25th April to the 1 9th June, and of 
Endracht's Land from the latter pe- 
riod to the 12th July; and to this de« 
lay, and to the deviation of captain 
Baudin from his instructions, toge- 
ther with the short allowance of bad 
provisions, M. Peron attributes all 
their succeeding misfortunes. 

The whole of the western coast of 
New Holland is described as a low, 
barren, dreary, and sandy shore» 
affording little interesting either in 
the animal, mineral, or vegetable 
creation. The few natives who were 
seen, are described as horribly ugly 
and repulsive; a set of human beings 
thrust to the extreme verge of stu- 
pidity and misery, and whose only 
covering consisted of a bit of kanga« 
TOO skin thrown carelessly over the 
shoulders; every other part of the 
body being entirely naked. 

Having reached the N. W. cape 
of New Holland, captain Baudin de- 
termined to examine the coast which 
trends to the N. E. and which was 
discovered in 1616 by a Dutch na- 
vigator of the name of De Witt, 
after whom it is called. It was again 
visited by Dampier in 1699, and by 
three Dutch vessels in IT'OS; and 
chiefly from the observations of the 
last mentioned visiters, it has been 
laid down, perhaps not very accu- 
rately, in the ordinary charts of this 
country. The French, however, have 
thought fii, as usual, to assign new 
names to every group of islands, 
and to every promontory of this 
northern coast of New Holland. — 
Thus we have the bay of Berthoud, 
the Archipelago of Champagny, the 
Archipelago of Forrestier, and the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



168 



SELECT REVIEWS. 



Archipelago of Buonaparte, the last 
of which is situated in lat. 13<» 15'S. 
and 123*' 30' E. of Paris. From this 
point captain Baudin stood for Ti- 
mor, where he arrived on the 1 8th 
August, 1801. 

It is impossible to conceive any 
thing more dreary and miserable 
than the aspect of these innumerar 
ble islands, interspersed along the 
whole coast of De Witt's Land.— 
They present themselves, says M. 
Peron, ** avec le caractere de la 
st^rilit^ la plus hideuse." 

« In the midst of these numerous isl- 
ands» nothing occurs that is pleasing to 
the imagination. The soil is naked; the 
burning sky shows itself always clear and 
devested of clouds; the sea is scarcely 
agitated, except by nocturnal squalls.— 
Man seems to have abandoned these un- 
grateful shores; bo where is any vestige 
of his dwelling, or any trace of his pre- 
sence to be distinguished. The navigator, 
shiiddering at this hideous solitude, beset 
with dangers, unceasingly starting up, 
becomes confounded, and turns his back 
upon the illfated shore; and, when l>e re- 
flects that these inhospitable islands bor- 
der, as it were, upon those of the grand 
Archipelago of Asia, on which nature de- 
lighu to pour its treasures, he feels a dif- 
ficulty to conceive how a sterility so in- 
vincible can possibly be continued by the 
side of a fertility so abundant. In vain 
will he seek, in the ordinary laws of na- 
ture, the real pruiciple of so extraordina- 
ry an opposition."-— Page 138. 

We are told, that on entering the 
bay of Coupang, on the island of 
Timor, they experienced considera- 
ble difficulty on the part of the Ma- 
lay chiefs, who, not having as yet 
any knowledge of Frenchmen, and 
confounding them with their inve- 
terate enemies, the English, object- 
ed to their approach towards the 
town. A superannuated French pi- 
lot, who had served the Dutch at 
this place for twelve years, in the 
capacity of gunner, let them into 
the secret of this animosity. He told 
them ^hat, some years ago, the Eng- 
lish, after conquering Timor, drove 
the inhabitants, by their violence and 
rapine, to take up arms; that Fort 



Concord, to which they retired, was 
taken by assault, when 70 or 80 £ni- 
glishmen were cut in pieces, and 
eaten by the ferocious Malays^ and 
that tke most implacable hatred had 
subsisted ever since against the En^ 
glish, and against every object which 
recalled the memory of those inva- 
ders, p. 143. 

That a doating old French pilot 
should have dreamt this ridiculous 
story, and told it for the amusement 
of his countrymen, does not in the 
least surprise us; but that a work> 
published by the authority of the 
government, on the recommendation 
of the institute, should gravely re* 
cord such an idle fable, appears, we 
confess, somewhat astonishing. We 
ought to know, however, that nor- 
thing is too absurd for the belief of 
a modem Frenchman, when season- 
ed with a little calumny against our 
countrymen. The Malay nation is 
spread ov^r thousands of islands, 
which cover ten times as many thou- 
sands of square leagues, on the great 
Indian and Pacifick oceans, and ex- 
ceeds, perhaps, in it snumbers even 
those of la grande nation. They wor- 
ship one God, and acknowledge Mo- 
hammed as his prophet; they have a 
regular language, written in the 
Arabick character; they are eveiy 
where lodged in comfortable dwel- 
lings, and clothed with decent gar- 
ments; they have communication 
with every part of the eastern world; 
yet we are to be told in the nine- 
teenth century, on the authority of a 
drivelling Frenchman, that the Ma- 
lays, are cannibals, and that the whole 
nation bears an implacable hati*ed 
against the English 1 

The Naturaliste, which had parted 
from the Geographe on the coast of 
Leuwen's land, joined the latter in 
Coupang bay. Captain Hamelin had 
examined the river of Black Swans, 
which was discovered by Vlaming, 
in 1697; and on the coast of En- 
dracht, among other subjects of.na* 
tural history, met with the pearl oys- 
ter in considerable quantity. M. ?i* 
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ion casts niany severe reflections on 
the Twisraanagement of captain Bau-, 
din. The dysentery and scurvy, which 
prevailed in the Geographe, he at- 
tributes entirely to his negligence 
of those precautions which were so 
well known, and so universally in 
use; even the parting of the ships, he 
ascribes to the false calculations of 
the commandant 

The two ships left Timor on the 
1 3th November, made cape Leuwen 
the beginning of January, 1802, and 
proceeded to the southern extremity 
of Van Dieman's land. Here their 
operations were mostly confined to 
the coves and harbours of the great 
buy of Storms, and the channel of 
Deiitrecasteaux. Nothing can be 
more beautiful than the surrovind- 
ing scenery and accompaniments 
of this channel, of which M. Pe'ron 
gives a yevy animated description. 

** Crowded on the surface x. > c soil 
are seen, on every, side, those beautiful 
Biimosas; those superb metrosideros; tl)Ofife 
correas, unliiiown till of late to our coun- 
try, but now become the pride of our 
shrubberies. From the banks of the ocean 
to the suTomits of the highest mountains, 
may be observed the mighty eucalyptus, 
those g-iant trees of Australian forests, 
many of which measure from 162 to 180 
feet in heiglit, and from 25 to 30, and even 
36 feet in circumference. Banksia of dif- 
ferent kinds, tlie protea, tlie embothium, 
the leptospcirma, form an enchanting' belt 
round the skirts of the forests. Here the 
casuanna exhibits its beautiful form; 
there, the elegant exocarpus throws into 
a hundred different places its negligent 
branches. Every where spring up the most 
delightful thickets of melaleuca, thesiiim, 
conchyum, evodia, all equally interesting, 
either from their graceful shape, the lovely 
verdure of their foliage, the singularity of 
their corollas, or the figure of their seed 
vessels." p. 233. 

After the examination of Dentre- 
casteaux's channel, they proceeded 
found the southern point of the isl- 
and Maria, and anchored in Oyster 
bay. The natives, unlike those on 
the ■ shores just mentioned, were 
savage and ferocious. " Those ac- 
tions,'* M. P^ron observes, " which 
are to us so delightful and so natU- 

VOL. V. Y 



tural, the bestowing of kisses and 
affectionate caresses, are utterly un- 
known to these gross and brutal 
islanders." The discovery, however, 
of human bones, whick had evidently 
been in the fire, and apparently de- 
posited within a monument erected 
for their reception, gives rise to 
many speculations on the origin of 
the custom of burning the dead, 
some of which are not strictly com- 
patible with the character of the sa- 
vage and ferocious people he had 
just described, p. 270. 

Nothing particular occurred in 
skirting the eastern coast of Van 
Dieman's land, except parting a se- 
cond time from the Naturaliste, 
which M. Peron attributes, as before, 
to the stupidity of M. Baudin. He 
considers the circumstances of a long 
and violent gale of w^ind, and the na- 
vigation along a dangerous coast, as 
trifling in the scale of their misfor- 
tunes. 

" All those dangers, however, were 
nothing in comparison of the dreadful 
scurvy which carried death and destruc- 
tion into our ranks. Already several of our 
people had been thrown into the sea; al- 
ready more than half the ship's company 
were incapable of any duty? two only of 
our helmsmen could take their turn at tlie 
wheel The progress of tlus disease was 
frightful. Three fourths of a bottle of pu- 
trid water composed our dally allowance; 
for more than a year we had not known 
the taste of wine, nor had a single drop 
of brandy passed our lips. In the place of 
these liquors, so indispensable to the Eu- 
ropean navigator, above all, on voyages 
such as ours, were substituted three six- 
teenths of a bottle of wretched rum, pre- 
pared at the Isle of France, and which 
none but the black slaves of that colony 
are in the habit of using. The biscuit was 
holed like a sieve by the larvae of insects. 
All our salt provisions were rotten, in the 
strictest sense of the word; and so insup- 
portable were both the smell and taste, 
that the most famished of the crew fre*. 
quently chose rather to suffer all the ago- 
nies of hunger, than to eat them. Often- 
times, indeed, in the presence of tlie com- 
mandant, would they '-throw tlieir allow- 
ance into the sea." p. 331. 

Entering Bass's Strait, from the 
eastward, the Geographe stood di- 
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rectly towards cape Wilson, on tha 
southern coast of New Holland. 
From this cape, or promontory, w« 
are told, to cape Leu wen on the west, 
an extent of coast equal to 900 
leagues, the interjacent country, is, 
in future, to be called Terre JsTajio^ 
Icon; and, accordingly as they pro- 
ceed, we have cape Richelieu, bay 
Talleyrand, cape Saffrein, cape Ma- 
rengo, cape Dessaix, cape Volney, 
cape BufiFon, bay Rivoli, cape Jaffa, 
the peninsula Fleurieu, and within 
it, a deep gulph, running a hundred 
miles into the interiour: " to "which^ 
in honour of our august empress," 
, says M. Pcron, " we gave the name 
of Josephine's gulph."* After these, 
come the island Dccrcs; the penin- 
sula Cambaceree, cape Bcrthier, and 
the great gulph of Buonaparte, 
wliich runs 200 miles inland. Next 
follow port Champagny, and the 
archipelago of Jerome. All those 
islands, scattered along the coast of 
Terre Napoleon, amounting to more 
than 160, present the same dreary 
picture as those of the archipelago 
of Buonaparte on the nortliern coast 
of this continent; they are low, arid, 
and sterile, pi'oducing neither tree 
nor shrub; a few sombre lichens only 
are found encrusting the parched 
surface. Not a human being is known 
to exist on them. On this inhospita- 
ble coast tremendous storms prevail 
mostly from the S. W. quarter. The 
Geographe was nearly wrecked in 
the gulph of Buonaparte, and the 
weather was so violent as to oblige 
them to return to the eastward, be- 
fore they had completed their opera- 
tions, and seek for refreshments at 
Port Jackson. 

' Before we proceed, we feel our- 
selves called upon to " unfold a tale," 
respecting this land of Napoleon, 
which will leave him, at once, with- 
out a shadow of the claim to which 
his flatterers would entitle him. In 
Ji^ly, 1801, the Investigator sloop of 
war, commanded by captain Flin- 



ders, sailed from England, undec 
orders to complete the nauticai 
survey of the toasts of New Holland. 
In December, he made cape Leu wen, 
and, stretching along the land of 
Nuyts, with tlie coast close on board, 
by the Uth of March, 1802, he had 
verified all that Vancouver and 
Dentrecasteaux accomplished; and, 
in addition, completed the discovery 
of the deep gulph or inlet, withm 
the islands of St. Peter and St 
Fmncis, which, as wc said before* 
was conjectured to communicate 
with the gulph of Carpentaria. — 
Now, it appears, that, on tliis very 
day, the Geographe, for the first 
time, entered the eastern mouth of 
Bass's strait, near Furneaux's islandsi 
and two days afterwards came oppo- 
site to Westem Harbour, on the 
southern coast, " where,'* says M. 
Peron, "finish the labours of the 
English navigators, and where our 
long discoveries of the Land of Na- 
poleon begin." It is true that, on 
the 19th of March, M. Pjeron could 
not know what had been effected 
by captain Flindera to the westward 
of Western Harbour; but he knew 
it before he published his book; he 
knew it, in fact, a few days after the 
Geographe first made this coast; for, 
^<on the 9th of April, 1802," says 
captain Flinders, "in lat. 35*> 42' 
S. long. 139° 16'E. we encountered 
M. Baudin, in the Geographe, who 
was prosecuting his examination of 
the same coast in the opposite di- 
rection." Every information was 
unreservedly communicated to cap- 
tain Baudin; he was told that " the 
whole of the south coast of Austra- 
lia, with the exception of ten or 
fifteen leagues to the west of cape 
Otway, had undergone an investiga- 
tion, which was, generally, made at 
five or six miles distance from the 
shore, and frequently nearer." But 
M. Peron says that captain Flinders 
was -very reBcrved on the subject 
of his operations; that, however, 



♦ Puonaparte has since changed it for Louisa's gulph. 
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they learned from some of his peo- 
ple, how much they had suffer- 
ed by contrary winds,' which had 
driven him irom the coast, and pre- 
vented his penetrating, as he had 
intended, behind the islands of St. 
JPeter and St. Francis, &c. Now we 
will venture not only to assert, that 
all this is a direct falsehood (tor we 
have seen both the journal and charts 
of captain Flinders, which are for- 
timately arrived safe in this coun- 
try) but also to pledge ourselves 
that no such observations are to be 
found either in captain Baudin^s 
journal, or in the log book of the 
-Geographe. We know not much of 
t:aptain Baudin's character, but we 
cannot think so ill of him as to sup- 
pose that he would lend his authc- 
" rity, in so wanton and unjustitiivble 
a manner, " to pluck the laurels 
from a brother's brow." Let us hear 
what captain Flinders has observed 
on this occasion. 

^ On the 7th of December, 1801, 1 made 
c»pe Leuwexi, the south westernmuat point 
of Z^ew HolUnd, und commenced the sur- 

• vey of the soutii coast. The examination 

• of the French admiral, Dentrecasteaux, 
upon tliis coast, made in 1792, extended 
from cape Leuwen as far as the longitude 
.132^ east of Greenwich; and I found the 
cliart of M. Beautems Bcaupr^, his geo- 
graphical engineer, so accurate, that the 
advantage to geog^raphy, resulting from 
my sui-vcy, will not consist in correcting 
what he has laid down, but in confirming, 
and adding to, the information before 
obtained."— —[C'ajXoiM Fiindera*8 J\I.S, 
Journal*'] 

Again: 

" It is known that the French admiral, 
Bentrecasteaux, did not pursue the coast 

• of Nuyts*s Land, so far as Nu^'ts himself 
had done; the isles of St. Peter and St. 
Vrancis, wliich teiminated the Dutch dis- 
covery, were not seen by him, or any 

' islands which could hayc been niistaken 
for them. Tlie French then have 710 claim 

• to origiiuU discovery to the -wespioard of 
these tafands, although Dentrecasteanx, 
and his geographer, Ueaupre, deserve 
much praise for their accurate delineation 
of those parts. It is most probable, tliat 
Kuyts did not see the main coast so far 
to the cast, as the Islands which he named; 



be that as it may, it is certain that the 
invetftifffitor^s discovery ivill cotntnence tuhere 
that of the Dutch ends, and it toill iertni' 
note -where site met- -with Le Geographe. 
The -western boundary of this space can- 
not be placed to the eastward of 135^ 
east of Greenwich, and the place of meet- 
ing captain Baudin was 139^ 10' east. 
Within these limits are comprehended: 
Ist, The whole of that great pi-ojecting 
cape, of which Cape Catastrophe (so 
called, from the loss of a boat, witli tlie 
master and nine men) is the south en- 
trance, with the bays and neighbouring 
islands; 2dly, The' gi'eat inlet [No. 12] up 
to its head; 3dly,The inlet [No. 14] and, 
4thly,.The large kanglkroo island To all 
tliese, I apprehend, the Investigator has 
an undisputed claim to aiEx names; and, to 
her, and the British admiralty only, cau 
this right belong, so far as relates to Eu- 
ropean nations. From the before men- 
tioned longitude of 139« 10' to Cape 
Northumberland, which I place in 140^ 
50' the claim of original discovery ^ so 
far as lam acquainted, is vested in captain 
JBaudin and the French nations nor shall I 
presume to call the headlands contained 
in this space, by other names, than such as 
shall be assigned to them in the French 
chart.'* \Capt. Flinders' s M.S. Journal.] 

Thus, thenj the nine hundred 
leagues of coast, comprehended un- 
der the name of Terre A^a/ioieony 
and including all the discoveries of 
Nuyts, Vancouver, Dentrecasteaux, 
Flinders, Bass and Grant, are re- 
duced to less than 50 leagues of 
real discovery, or one eighteenth 
part of that which M..P^ron and the 
imperial institute have, in so bare- 
faced and unjust a manner, ascribed 
to M. Baudin. We have little doubt 
that Terre Napoleon will make a 
figure in the future charts published 
on the continent; but we are con- 
vinced that Messrs. Arrowsmith and 
Faden will I'eel too sensibly what is 
due to their countryman, to defraud 
him of his well earned reputation, 
by adopting the name pf a usurper. 
Indeed, in coupling this transaction 
with the remaining part of captain 
Flinders's history, a strong suspicion 
arises, that the whole has been the 
eficct of a premeditated design, to 
snatch the merit of the discovery 
from its rightful possessor, for the 
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purpose of setting up a claim, at the ?eneria;« [Dc Caetf^I ehwacto."^^ 
some future day, to this part of New contmues. "been that of a man of infor- 



HolJand. The circumstance of cap- 
tain Flinders's unjust detention, as a 
prisoner, on the Isle of France, was 
an admirable Incident to favour this 
design. Having lost his ship on a 
reef' of coral rock, he was proceed- 
ing to Europe in a small schooner. 
He called at the Isle of France to 
refit his vessel) and refresh his crew. 
On some unfounded pretext, the 

ship was seized, his books and pa- were held too low to justify such « 
pers taken possession of, and him- suspicion. It may be so; but we are 
»elf made a close prisoner. Fortu- fuHy persuaded Uiat he has hit upcHi 
nately, however, he found means of the real cause of his long and unjust 
forwarding to Europe copies of his detention. The work is tow pubUsH- 



raation, on literary subjects, I might have 
suspected that 'one of his objects, in pro- 
longing my detention, was to give time 
for the previous pubiicatiun of the voyage of 
M. Baudin, to prepoanfoo the roorld that it 
was to the French nation only the complete 
discovery and examination of the south coaH 
of Australia was due.** M.S. 

He thbks, however, that in Oe 
Caen's estimation, voyages underta*- 
ken for the pronation of science, 



chcTls, journals, and other papers 
Six years have now elapsed since 
he was first detained on that island, 
and although the French govern- 
ment have sent out an order for his 
release, in triplicate or quadrupli- 
cate, at the particular intercession 
of sir Joseph Banks, and these or- 
ders are known to have been re- 
ceived at the Isle of France, still 
captain Flinders is detained there. 
A\ e have, therefore, no hesitation in 
saying, that unless counter ones had 



ed; the claims of the French pro- 
mulgated; and captain Flinders, we 
doubt not, will be released. The wes- 
tern harbour, though discovered by 
Bass, and laid down by him from an 
eye sketch made in an open boat, as 
mentioned in a note on a pul^Iisbed 
chart, is evidently the spot fixed 
upon, at a general peace, for the es- 
tabUshment of the Australian Pon- 
dicherry. This harbour, says M. P6- 
ron, is most incoiTectly laid down, 
the peninsula being an island t» 



gone out at the same time, the go- which we gave the name of « Isle 



vernour, De Caen, would not have 
dared to disobey the order for his 
release. Captain Flinders very justly 
and pathetically observes: 

" The complete examination of Austra- 
lia bad been my darling project for years; 
and never was men overjoyed beyond 
what I waS) on receiving the commission 
to undertake it. Two French ships had 
sailed, nine months before me, upon the 
same project, but, by assiduity and fa- 
vourable circumstances, I had anticipated 
them in the most interesting parts. In the 
midst of my ardour, and after overcoming 
no trifling impediments, I saw myself ar- 
rested, imprisoned; the produce of all my 
risks and toils, from which I had promised 
myself advancement, and the approbation 
of my country, violently taken from me; 
and the pleasing ideas, which the being 
on return to a beloved family, after a long 
absence, naturally excite in the human 
heart, 1 saw blasted by the same violent 
hand; not for any crime committed^ but 
from the«M*/»*ctonofan intention only. Had 



de Francois.'* The water was found 
to be sufficient for every purpose of 
navigation, the soil fertile, vegeta- 
tion active, and the surrounding 
country abundant in wood. »* In 
short, * says M. P6ron, « JLe Port 
Western is one of the finest that 
could possibly be found, combining 
all the advantages which may oiie 
day make it a valuable settlement." 
Having completed their operations 
as far as the boisterous state of the 
weather would permit, the winter 
setting in, and the men much debili- 
tated by sickness, . capitain Baudin ' 
determined to run for Port Jackson, 
by again circumnavigating Van Die- 
man's land. In this passage they ex- 
perienced dreadful and continued 
gales of wind, in consequence of 
which, and of bad provisions, the 
number of their sick iiicreased daily* 
The first fiiteen days of June brougiit . 
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xnth'them 1>ad weaither without any 
intermission; not more than four 
men were able to keep the deck^ 
and the ship was almost abandoned 
to her fate. On arriving before Port 
Japkson^ the crew was reduced to 
so feeble a state, as to be utterly 
unable to work the ship into the 
harbour, which being observed by 
the govemour, ^ small vessel was 
sent out to their assistance. Here 
they found the Investigator, and 
leaned that the Naturaiiste, from 
which they had parted on the eastern 
coast of Van Dieman, had already 
called for refreshments at Port Jack- 
son, and sailed for Europe. Meet- 
ing, however, with a severe gale of 
wind to the southward of Van Die- 
man's land, she found it expedient 
to return, and joined Le Geographe 
a few days afterwards. 

The recovery of the sick, from the 
moment they found themselves on 
shore, is described as most rapid. 
The contempt of the commandant 
for all those precautions, indispen- 
sable to the health of men on long 
voyages; his disregard of the point- 
ed orders of government on this sub- 
ject; the unnecessary privations im- 
posed by him on the sick, and the 
crew at large, repeatedly call forth 
the severe animadversions of M. 
Peron. How far his conduct was de- 
serving of the unqualified reprehen^ 
sion it here meets with, we pretend 
not to determine; but we are of opi- 
nion, that a little more delicacy 
might have been observed towards 
the memory of an officer who fought 
bravely for his country at Trafalgar, 
where his ship, the Fougeux, went 
down after the action, and capt. Bau- 
duiv with every soul on boards pe- 
rished. 

The favourable reception which 
the officers and naturalists of the 
two ships met from the government 
of Port Jackson, far exceeded their 
expectations. 

*• The English received captain Hame- 
lin (of the Naturaiiste) from tlie first mo- 
ment, with that great and pohte g*enero- 



sity, which the perfection of Eiiropean 
civiUsation only can produce. Tlie most 
di9tinguished houses in the colony iirere 
open to our companions; and during their 
whole stay there, they experienced taat, 
delicate and kind hospitality, which con- 
fers equal honour on him who practises it, 
and on him who is the object of it. All the 
resources of the colony were placed at the 
disposition of the Fi-ench captain." [page 
365 ] ** In one word," says M. P6ron^ " the 
conduct of the English government, with 
regard to us, wasrso marked by magnifi- 
cence and generosity, that we should be 
wanting in every principle of honour and 
justice, were we not to record, in this 
work, the expression of our gratitude." 

The same kind attention appears 
to have been paid to them by the 
inhabitants. All, continues M. Pcron, 
seemed to feel tlie important truth, 
(' la cause des sciences est la cause 
des peuples.*' 

' It gives us pain to observe, after 
reading these and similar passages, 
that the gratitude of captain Hame- 
lin scarcely survived the period of its 
record by M. P^ron. This officer is 
at present commodore of a squadron 
of frigates in the East Indies. Last 
year they attacked and completely 
destroyed the small and defenceless 
settlement of Tappanooly, on the 
coast of Sumatra. Forgetful of that 
delicate and kind hospitality with 
which he was received at Port Jack- 
son, captain Hamelin not only per- 
mitted, but assisted in the pillage of 
private property: he even stood by 
and saw the wardrobes of the ladies 
plundered, and was base and mali- 
cious enough to order his people to 
tear in pieces, in presence of the own- 
ers, several articles of dress which 
were not worth carryuig away. He 
then compelled the whole of the ci- 
vilians to embark for the Isle of 
France, leaving orders that every 
house in the settlement should be 
set on fire. When on ship-board, he 
called the English ladies upon deck, 
and with savage exultation, pointed 
out to them the glorious blaze which 
their houses exhibited. This is that 
very captain Hamelin, at whose dis- 
position, even in the midst of war^ 
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« all tlic resources of the English 
Colouy were placed!" 

We have been induced to notice 
this infsLDious conduct in an officer 
of the old school, as it tends to 
prove, among a thousand other in- 
stances now before us, how totally 
the national character of France is 
altered and depraved by the military 
despotism which has sprung out of 
the revolution. Her age of chivalry 
is, indeed, gone — we fear for ever; 
and its place is supplied by a sys- 
tcmatick ferociousness, a rancorous 
warfare wholly destitute of that ur- 
banity of ioianners, tliat generasity 
of sentiment, which once served to 
soften the rigours of contention, 
and stripped it of half its terrours. 
The leaciing principle in the modern 
school of military France, is to re- 
nounce humanity altogetlier; to mor- 
tify, to insult, and trample in the 
dust a vanquished foe, not so much 
for the gratification of personal ha- 
tred, as for the unworthy purpose of 
ministring to the daik and stormy 
passions of Uie most malignant and 
revengeful of tyrants. 

A very detailed, and, we doubt 
not, very accurate, view is given of 
the town of Sydney, accompanied 
with a neat plan, and followed by an 
animated description of the magni- 
ficent harbour of Port Jackson. We 
suspect, however, that tlie account 
of the bustling trade, and flourish- 

. ing state of the colony, is a little 

. exaggerated. 

" A group of objects, not less interest- 
ing, forced themselves on our attention. 
In the harbour were re-assembled a mul- 
titude of vessels, recently arrived from 
<iiifei*ent countries of the globe, the great- 
er part of them destined foi* new and ha- 
zardous voyages. I'hese, fitted out on the 
banks of the Thames and the Shannon, 
"wei'e proceeding to the whale fishery on 
the wintry coast of New Zealand^ tiiose 
intended for China, after landing their cai- 
goes for the use of the colony, were pi-e- 
puriug to sail towai-ds the mouth of tlie 
yellow river. Some laden with coal were 
about to proceed to the Cape of (iood 
Hope and to india. Several smaller craft 



were preparing for a coabUng voyage to 
Bass's strait; other vessels, of a sti-onger 
construction, manned by more adventu* 
rous sailors, and provided with arms, 
were iitting out for the western coast of 
America, stored with merchandise of vari- 
ous kinds. These vessels wereintended to 
establish, by force of arms, a contraband 
commerce with the inhabitants of Peru, 
exti-emely advantageous to both parties. 
Here an enterprise was preparing for the 
N. W. coast of America, to carry on a lu- 
crative commerce in furs; tliere they were 
hastening' an expedition of armed vessels 
for tlje Navigator, Friendly, and Society 
Islands, to import cai-goes of salt provi- 
sions."— P. 375. 

The account of the convicts is 
equally favourable, but we fear 
equally exaggerated. Robbers and 
highwaymen are here converted in- 
to good husbands and indulgent 
fathers, and the most abandoned 
thieves and prostitutes into intelli- 
gent and industrious mothers. At 
Paramatta several of the of&cers and 
the corps des savans took up their 
abode in the house of one Larra, a 
French Jew, who, from a convicted 
felon, was now become a freeman 
and a citizen, and married to a once 
abandoned, now reformed Jewess. 
Both of them being inclined to in- 
dustrious habits, they soon raised a 
small capital; they cultivated land; 
they entered into commercial specu- 
lations; and, in short, M. Larra was 
now considered as one of the richest 
and most respectable inhabitants of 
the colony. Three French convicts 
served him as domesticks, all sensible 
of their foi*mer misconduct, and ful- 
ly determined to lead, in future, vir- 
tuous and honest lives. Far different* 
however, were the feelings of ano- , 
ther Frenchman, of the name of Mo- 
rand, a jeweller and clock-maker in 
the town of Sydney, who had been 
transported for forging bank notes, 
or, as he pleased to state it: 
♦< d'avoir voulu s*associer d la banque 
d'Angleterre sans mise de fonds." 
The levity with which this wretch 
related his own villanies, and the 
delight he seemed to experience at 
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the recollection of the [>erpetradon 
of crimes disgraceful to human na» 
ture, are certainly peculiar to 
Frenchmen of the very worst de^ 
scription. We shall give his history 
in his own words: 

" The war," said Morancl, *' had just 
broken out between Great Britain and 
France; the forces of the two nations were 
already engaged*, when it occurred to me 
that our rival might be more easily de- 
sti'oyed by financial operations than by 
'force of amis. 1 resolved therefore en bon 
patriote, to undertake his destruction, and 
to effect it in the very heart of London — 
Had I succeeded (he exclaimed with ea- 
gemess) France would have erected altarst 
to my namet — Scarcely had I set foot in 
England, when I commenced my <^)era- 
tions, which succeeded beyond my utmost 
hopes. Assisted by an Irishman^.not less 
expert than myself, I soon succeeded jn 
counterfeiting Ijank of England notes to 
such a degree of perfection, that it became 
very difficult even for ourselves t6 distin- 
guish those issued from our press, from 
those that were real. The moment of my 
triumph arrived; all my dispositions were 
made for deluging England with the pro- 
duct of our manufactory. Nothing was 
wanting but some little information con- 
cerning the mode of marking the numbers, 
«rhen my partner, whom 1 had hitherto re- 
garded as a gentleman, was induced to 
rob our depdt, and carry off some of the 
notes which wanted a few trifling though 
indispensable formalities. He was imme- 
diately taken up: and as he had not scru- 
pled to commit a breach of honour, he did 
not hesitate, under his present situation, 
to conduct himself like a poltroon— he 
discovered the whole secret. I was arrest- 
ed, and Great Britain was saved fi'om the 
destruction prepared for her. 

" However evident the proofs of our 
project might be made to appear, I did 
notj on that account, despair (thanks to the 
nature of the criminal laws of England !) 
to escape being hanged. But the pusillani* 
mity and teiTour of my companion were 
such as to leave no doubt of our common 
ruin, if I should be reduced to the neces- 
aity of being cpuft-onted at the bar with 
bim. In order, therefore, to ward off my o\^ti 
fate^ which could not retard his, I was re* 
solved to make him the instrument of his 
ovrn destruction. Besides, as he was the 
cause of all our disasters, it was perfectly 
just that he should suflfer for it. In a pathe- 
tick harangue, tlierefore, I endeavoured to 
prove to hiroth.1t our death beinginevitable, 



we had nothing left te occupy our thou^tt 
but the best means of escaping the gal- 
lows; and that it would be better to act 
like men of honour, than to esqjire under 
the hands of the hangman — The-frishman 
was moved, but not quite resolved. I then 
observed, that if his own infamy did not 
affect him, he ought to spare his children 
the calamity of hearing themselves stigN- 
matized; and that if he could not leave 
them a fortune, he might, at least, by a 
generous self-devotion/ snatch them from 
shame and disgrace. ^ 

" These last reflections kindled in the 
breast of the Irishman a spark of noble 
courage. We procured some corrosive 
sublimate. I pretended to swallow part of 
it — he actually swallowed it, and died. 
Thus disembarrassed, I avoided the gal- 
lows, which was ready for us both..! esca- 
ped it, however, to be transported into this 
colony, where I am condemned to pass the 
rest of my days. The time of my slavery is 
(expired. 1 carry on to advantage my for- 
mer occupations of a jeweller and clock- 
maker. The two UTetches who work for 
me, and who would hang themselves for 
the sake of a watch, enable me to triple 
my profits. In a few years t shall be one of 
the richest proprietors in the settlement, 
and I should already be one of the happi- 
est, were 1 not unceasingly tormented at 
the regret of having failed so'miserably in 
an honourable project, and. in seeing my- 
self looked upon as a vile miscreant, even 
by you, my countrymen, who are not able 
to comprehend the noble principles of my 
conduct/' p. 411. 

Want of room will not permit us 
to follow M. P^ron through his va- 
rious observations on maj)y impor- 
tant subjects relating to our settle- 
ments in New South Wales, nor to 
refute his speculations respecting 
the intentions of the British govern- 
ment in - this quarter of the globe. 
His descriptions are animated, but, 
as we before observed, generally 
exaggerated. There are two sub- 
jects, however, with which he con- 
cludes this first volume of his work, 
and which, being new, we feel our- 
selves called upon to notice. The 
first is an account of some experi- 
ments made by him with a new 
instrument, invented by Regnier, 
which he calls a dynamometer, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the com- 
parative strength which individuals 
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are capable of exerting. If it be 
meant, by isuch an instrument, to 
measure the quantity of strength 
that one man can exert, by pulling, 
more than another, we presume it 
Vf'iM not answer the purpose for 
which it was invented. The idea 
seems to have been thrown out by 
M. Coulomb, in a memoir presented 
to the institute, which had for its 
object the ascertaining "the quanti* 
ty of daily action which meir are 
able to furnish by individual labour, 
according to the different mode in 
which they employ their strength." 
This problem M. Pcron has by no 
means solved. A great many cir- 
cumstances, besides those of cli- 
mate, food, and stature, must be ta- 
ken into consideration. There is, 
jttoreover, a knack acquired by long 
habit in calling forth muscular pow- 
er to its utmost exertion, which of- 
ten enables a weak man to supply 
a greater quantity of labour than a 
stronger man is capable of. A Chi- 
nese porter, for instance, who fceols 
•n rice, the least nutritive, probably, 
•f all grain,, will carry a greater load 
than an English sailor, who lives on 
good beef, biscuit, and rum; but the 
same sailor will haul a rope, or drag 
a weight, with double the force of a 
Chinese porter^ We cannot follow 
bim through forty pages of disserta- 
liou on this subject, but must con- 
tent ourselves with giving his con- 
clusions from five series of ex- 
periments, though we attach little 
importance to them. Having found 
the inhabitants of Van Dieman's 
Land capable of a manual force 
equal to 50,6 

Those of New Holland 5 1,8 
Those of Timor 58,7 

Frenchmen 69,2 

Englishmen 71,4 

he deduces the following general 
result: 

« That the development of phy- 
sical strength is not always in a di- 
i»ect ratio to the want of civilisation, 
nor a necessary consequence of the 
eavage state." [p. 458.] « What then 



fthall we think," continues he, «of 
those eloquent declamations against 
the perfection of social order, dedu- 
ced from the extraordinary physical 
powers of * the man of nature !*• 
And he concludes by congratulating 
himself on being the first to oppose, 
by direct experiment, an opinion too 
commonly admitted, that the physical 
degeneracy of man firoceetU from the 
fierfection of civilisation. 

The second subject is a memoir 
on a new genus of Molusca, which 
is named PyroaoTna^ and which is 
the only animal in the book that is 
scientifically described. 

•* P YR o s o M A. CorpiLB gelatiiiosum righ 
tUvaculumf liberum, tuberculis a^pevatum^ 
Mubconictim, extremitate ampUore apertum, 
vactmm qperitira margine intua tuberculin 
cincto. 

** Pyroaoma Mlanticwn. %Squatorio-at- 
lanttcum, gregani^'pelage-'oagumy vtvidia^ 
eim^ phosphor escens, coloribua eximiia tvnc 
effulgens; 10, 12, 14, 16 [3 1-2 to 6 inches] 
centimetrot aquan*** 

The discovery of this new genus 
is introduced in a manner sufficient- 
ly interesting to induce us to close 
the present article with it. 

** On the evening of the 14th of Decem- 
ber, we experienced a violent tropical 
squall. The horizon was loaded with hea- 
vy clouds, and the darkness was intense*. 
The wind blew furiously, and the run of 
the ship was most rapid. We discovered, 
at a little distance itliead, a broad belt of 
phospljorick light spread upon the waves. 
This appearance had something in it to* 
mantick and impo^ng*, and a general atten- 
tion was fixed on it. We presently ceadied 
it, and found that the brilliancy was caused 
by an innumerable quantity of animals 
which, lifted by the waves, floated at dif- 
ferent depths, appearing under a variety of 
shapes. The pieces that were more deeply 
immersed, presented the idea of masses at 
burning matter, or of enormous re^iot 
balls, whilst those on the surface perfectly, 
resembled lai*ge cylinders of iron« heated 
to whiteness." p. 488. 

These were collective bodies of the 
Pyrosoma above described. 

The atlas is of quarto size. It con- 
tains not a aingle charts nor any 
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^eteh or plan of k doas^ island, bay, 
or harboar, though frequent referen- 
ces are made to such in the margin 
«f thej printed volume. It has, how- 
ever, five or six plates, consisting of 
views of land, which can be of no 
use either to science or navigation, 
and which look like so many strips 
of coloured riband. The portraits 
and landscapes, relating to Van 



Diemfoi's Land, New Holland, and 
Timor, and the coloured engravings 
of animals, especially those which 
belong to the class of Moluscas and 
Zoophytes, are creditable to the 
talents of the artist; some of them, 
indeed, are executed in a manner 
peculiarly neat, and beautifully co- 
loured. 



FROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 



Rural Sports. By the Rev. William B. Daniel. 3 Vols.Svo. pp. 1627. 51 Ss. Boards. 



SOME of our literary friends on 
the north of the Tweed will doubt- 
less indulge a sarcastick smile at 
seeing a work on rural sports from 
the pen of an English clergyman. In 
Scotland, we believe, hunting is 
scarcely ever practised by the cler- 
gy, and even shopting is by no means 
a common amusement among gen- 
tlemen of that profession. In En- 
gland^ the case is veiy different. 
Here, hunting parsons^ shooting 
fiarsona^ and even boxing fiaraons^ 
are by no means rare; and where the 
practice of those liberal and truly 
.Christian recreations is so general, 
-we must not be surprised that some 
one of their reverend professors 
should occasionally take pen in hand, 
and communicate instructions on 
such important topicks, both to his 
clerical and his lay brothers of the 
field. We have now before us, a sys- 
tem of hunting, fishing, and shoot- 
ing, from one reverend gentleman; 
and, perhaps, at some future period, 
we may be favoured, from the same 
quarter, with a complete treatise on 
the fiugiHgtick art. 

We cannot say that we are fond of 
those sports, in which a harmless 
animal is put to unnecessary pain, 
for the sake of affording recreation 
to the country gentleman; and we do 
think, that a Christian divine might 
jiave employed his time and labour 
VcL. V. a 



to much better pui'pose, than in re- 
commending and promoting an a- 
musement so incompatible with his 
sacred function. Though we readily 
admit, that those creatures, which 
are the object of this sport, must be 
slaughtered for our subsistence, and 
that foxes and other beasts of prey 
must be destroyed, for the havock 
which they commit among our do- 
mestick ammals; yet we would so 
far extend the hand of mercy, even 
to our enemies, as to put them to 
death by the speediest and least 
painful means. In fact, however, the 
destruction of these animals is alto- 
gether a secondary object with hun- 
ters, and the fireservation of foxes 
is promoted by every possible means. 
Witness the following extract of a 
letter from a nobleman in London, 
to his agent in the country, which 
we copy from the work before us; 

" I must desire that all those tenants 
who have shown themselves friends to the 
several fox hunts in your neighbouring 
courjties, may have the offer and refusal 
of their farms, upon easy and moderate 
terms; and, on the other band, tliat you 
will take care and make very particular 
inquiry into the conduct of those tenants 
who shall have shown a contrary disposi- 
^on, by destroying foxes, or encouraging 
others so to do, or otherwise interrupting 
gentlemen's diversion, and will transmit 
me their names, and places of abode, as it 
is .my absolute determination^ that suct^ 
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persons shall not be trested with in future naturally attracted our peculiar at* 
by roe, upon any terms or consideration tention, and led us to expect some- 
whatever. I am convinced, that land thin^ above the common style of 
owners* as well as farmers and labourers, ^ -.--^^ ,„^ «u^,i*i u„„^ k^^J> a\^ 
of ovei^r description, if they knew their ^^^^^y we should have been dis- 
own interest, would perceive, that they Posed to view the work m a favouiv 
awe much of their prosperity to those po- able light} but, keeping the profes* 
pular hunts, by the great influx of money sion of the author in the back 



that is annually brought into the country. 
1 shall, therefore, use my utmost entlea- 
vours to induce all persons of my acquaint- 
ance! ^'^ adopt similar measuresi and, 1 
am already happy to find, that three gen- 
tlemen, of very extensive landed pro- 
pert>', in Leipestershire, and on the bor- 
ders* of Northamptonshire, have positively 
sent, within these few days, similar direc- 
tions to their stewai'ds, which their tenants 
will be apprised of, before tliey retake 
their farms at next Lady Day." vol. i. 
p. 233. 

We will venture to say, that this 
association, against the liberty and 
property of one of the most useful 
and industrious classes of the com- 
munity, has scarcely l^en equalled, 
ibr ilhberalitv, in any age or coun 



ground, and considering the volumes 
as the performance of a sportsman, 
possessing rather more intellectoal 
endowment than, most of his bre-* 
thren, we think that they form an in* 
teresting publication. Mr. D- how- 
ever^ has shown himself to be an in** 
dustrious, rather than a judiciouSf 
compiler. He has brought together 
a great mass of valuable and enter-* 
taining matter, respecting the natu-» 
ral history of beasts, birds, and fish- 
es; the mode of breeding, training, 
and feeding dogs; with a complete 
body of instruction for pursuing tho 
various sports of which he treatsi 
and a digest of the game, forest, and 
other sporting laws and statutes. But 
try. Giving tf>e noble' landlords full ' these subjects are by no means well 



credit for the object professed \n this 
letter, " the good of the community," 
we may, at least, hint a suspicion, 
that they have mistaken the means 
of attaining that object; and that the 
greater consumption of hay and 
corn, and the increased influx of mo- 
ney, which his lordship,., and the 
reverend editor regard as the na- 
tural consequences of these popular 
hunts, are more than balanced by 
the havock committed by the pro- 



arranged, and are interspersed v^itti 
much pseless or irrelevant digres- 
sion. In .estimating his merits, we 
may consider him in three different 
points of view; as a naturalist, a 
sportsman, and a lawyer. 

First, as ^ writer on the natui^ 
history of the animals, which are ei- 
ther the agent^ or the objects of ru- 
;*al sports, Mr. Danie} appears in 
the most amiable and most favour- 
able light; and we have derived much 



tected foxes, among their protectors' pleasure, and some informadon, from 



L 



Jambs and poultry, and by the mis- 
chief done by the members of the 
hunt, to the fields, fences, and crops 
of the tenants, 

To come now to the autJior*s ob- 
ject, in the present performance. 
It is stated to be, to impart a certain 
degree of previous knowledge, which 
is requisite, to enable sportsmen to 
prosecute the pastimes of the field 
\vith facility and success. We wil- 
lingly allow, that he has attained this 
end; and, had it not been for the 
unfortunate word reverend^ display- 
ed in tlie engraved title pag;e, wiiich 



this part of his work. He has, in- 
deed, copied largely, and npt always 
very judiciously, from Pennant, Buf- 
fon. White, arid other eminent 4ia- 
turalists. But he has done more than 
this; for, though he modestly styles 
his work a compilation, and always 
speaks of himself as the « com- 
piler,*' t^e has introduced several in- 
teresting facts and anecdotes from 
his own observation, or that of his 
sporting fpiends. We shall select a 
few of these, both because they will 
be new to many of our readers, and 
because they afford gooxi specimen^ 
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of Mr. Dtmiers manner, as an origi* 
oal writer. 

Much of the first volume, and part 
of the third, are occupied with the 
natural history of the dog; and, in 
particular, with an account of the 
fox hound, the terrier^ the harrier, 
the beagle, the gray hound, the 
pointer, the setter, and the spaniel. 
Speaking of the great capability of 
dogs to support life, under very 
long abstinence from food, he pi*e- 
sents us with the following affecting 
narrative: 

" In 1789, when preparations were 
Slaking at St. Paul's, for the reception of 
his majesty, a favourite bitch foHowed its 
master up the dark stairs of the dome. 
Here, all at once, it was missing, and calling 
mad whistling was to no porpose. Mine 
weeks^ after this, all but two days, some 
glaziers were at work in the cathedral, 
and lieard, amongst the timbers which 
support the dome, a faint noise. Thinking 
it might be some unfortunate human be- 
ing, they tied a rope round a boy, and let 
him down near the place whence the 
sound came. At the bottom, he found a 
dog, lying on its side, the skeleton of 
another dog, and an old shoe, half eaten. 
The humanity of the boy led him to res- 
cue the animal from its miserable situa- 
tion, and it was accordingly drawn up, 
much emaciated, and scarce able to stand. 
The workmen placed it in the porch of the 
church, to die, or live, as it might hap- 
pen. This was about ten o'clock in the 
morning. Some time afler, the dog was 
seen, endeavouring to cross the street, at 
the top of Ludgate hill; but' its weakness 
was so great, that, unsupported by a wall, 
he could not accomplish it. The miserable 
appearance of the dog again excited tlie 
compassion of a boy, who carried it over. 
By the aid of the houses, he was enabled 
to get to Fleet market, and over two or 
three narrow crossings in its way to Hol- 
bom bridge; and alK>ut eiglit o'clock in 
the evening, it reached its master's house 
in Red Lion street, Uolbom, and laid 
itself down on the steps, having been ten 
hours on its journey from St. Paul's to 
that place. The dog was so much altered, 
the eyes being sunk in the head, as to be 
scarce discernible, that the master wosld. 
not encourage his old faithful companion, 
who, when lost, was supposed to weigh 30 
H>s. and now only weighed 3 lbs. 14oz. 
The first indication it gave of knowing 
its master, was • by wagging the tail. 



when he mentioned the name of Phil* 
lis. For a long time it was unable to eat or 
drink, and it was kept alive by the suste- 
nance it -received from i^ mistress, wl)') 
used to feed it with a tea spoon. At lenglii 
it recovered." vol. i. p. 38. '<C 

We have seldom seen a more re- 
markable instance of unnatural af- 
fection between animals which are 
the declared enemies of each other, 
than is contained in the sub8e({uent 
paragraph: 

** A singular instance of ferocity and 
affection, in a terrier bitch, which occur, 
red some years since, may be here men. 
tioned. After a very severe burst of up- 
wards of an hour, a fox was, by my own 
hounds, run to earth, at Heney Dovehouse, 
near Sudbury, in Suffolk. The terriers were 
lost; but, as the fox went to ground in 
view of tlie headmost hounds, and it was 
the concluding day of the season, it was 
resolved to dig him, and two men from 
Sudbury brought a couple of terriers for 
that purpose. After considerable labour, 
the hunted fox was got, and given to the 
hounds. )^hilst they were breaking the fox, 
one of the terriers slipt back into the 
earth, and aj^ain laid. Auer more digging, 
a bitch fox was taken out, and the terrier 
killed two cubs in the earth, three others 
wera saved from her fury, and which were 
begged by the owner oif the bitch, who 
said he should make her suckle them. 
This was laughed at, as impossible. How. 
ever, the man was positive, and had the 
cubs. The bitch fox was carried away, and 
turned into an earth in another county. 
The terrier had behaved so well at eartli, 
that I, some days afterwards, bought her, 
with the cubs she had fostered. The bitch 
continued regularly to suckle, and reared 
them, until able to shift for themselves. 
What adds to this singularity, is, that the 
terrier's whelp was near five weeks old, 
and the cubs could just see, when tlvis ex- 
change of progeny was made.'' vol. i. p. 122. 

It is, we believe, a ^ovelty in the 
natural history of the fox, that the 
female should deposit its young 
within the hollow of a tree, at a con- 
siderable distance from the ground. 
Hence the ensuing circumstance, 
observed by Mr. Daniel, merits at- 
tention. 

** In April, 1784, the compiler's hounds 
found at Bromfield-Hallwood; by some 
accident the whippcr-iji was thrown ont. 
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and, aftftr foUowing the track two or 
tlsree miles, gave up the pursuit. In rc- 
titfning home, he Came through the fields 
near the cover where the fox was found. 
A terrier thftt was with htm whined, and' 
was very busy at the foot of an oak poU 
lard tree. This induced the man to dis- 
mount, and examine if there was any hole 
at the bottom, supposing it niight be the 
harbour of a polecat, or some small ver- 
mm. Up4»n esattiination be coukl discern 
no hole; but tbe. dog ttm still anxious to 
get up the tree, which was covered with 
twigs from the stem to the crown, and 
upon which was plainly to be seen the 
dirt left by something that had g^ne up 
and down the boughs. He lifted the terrier 
as high as be could, and the dog^s eager- 
ness increased. He then climbed tbe tree, 
putting up tlie dog before him. The instant 
the. dog reached the top, the man beard 
him seize something, and, to his great 
surpnse, found him fast chapped with a 
bitch fox, which he secured, and four 
cubs. The height of the tree was 23 feet, 
and from the top there was a hole about 3 
feet down, in whiclvthe ibs had littered; 
so that the height from the ground to 
where the cubs laid was 30 feet. There 
was no mode of the fox getting to or from 
her young, but by the outside boughs, and 
the ti*ee bad no bend to render that path 
an easy one. It was considered, by num- 
bers of people who inspected the tree, to 
be a most extraordinary incident, and tiie 
cubs were begged, and three of them 
reared up tame to commemorate it. One 
of them the late Mr. Leigh had, and which 
is well remembered at Wood's Hotel, in 
Covent Garden, where he used frequently 
to run tame about the coffee room."-*-yoL 

Mr. Daniel has given a rather full 
account of the diseases incident to 
dogs, with a large catalogue of their 
usual remedies. In particular, he 
describes, at considerable length, 
chiefly from Mr. Blane's pamphlet, 
that affection which is called (he 
distemficr; and he treats at large on 
canine madness. On this last disease 
he has collected a voluminous mass 
of heterogeneous matter, both from 
sporting and from medical writers; 
and he has given the opinions of 
Drs. Bardsley, Darwin, Mede, Tis- 
sot, Rowley, Thornton, Arnold, and 
several other physicians, on the, 
symptom&> causes, and cure of hy- 



drophobia in the human body. In 
this farrago we particularly notice 
the observations of Mr. Meyhell, 
communicated to Dr. Arnold, and 
published by him in his ^ Case of 
Hydrophobia, "which seem to convey 
the most acci^te ideas of the symp- 
toms of this terrible disease, as it 
occurs in dogs. Perhaps the most 
valuable part of the author's miscel- 
laneous observations on hydropho- 
bia is that whiph relates to the prac- 
tice and effects of worming dogs, 
though he evidently does not under- 
stand the nature of the operation: 

*• The prevention of the direful effects of 
canine madness,^ says Mr.Daniel, ** 8eem» 
to have been attempted in the early ages. 
To accomplish this, Pliny reeomnendsthe 
worming^ of dogs; and, from his time to 
the present, it has most deservedly had 
its advocates. Very strong proofs have 
been adduced of its utility; nor is it natu- 
ral to imagine so easy and effective an 
operation would have been omitted, had 
not more virtue been attributed to it than 
it really possesses, and wherein it failed. 
The absolute prevention of madness waa 
said to be the consequence; whereas the 
fact was, and is, that taking out the worm 
has nothing to do with annihilating the 
disorder, although it will most cerUiniy 
hinder the dog seized with it, from doing 
any hurt to man or beast. A late author 
asserts he had tttree d(^s that were 
vformed, bit by mad dogs, at three several 
periods; yet, notwithstanding they all died 
mad, they did not bite nor do any mis« 
chief; that, being determined to make a 
full experiment, he shut one of the mad 
dogs up in a kennel, and put to him a dog 
he did not value. The mad dog often run 
at the other, to bite him; but his tongiie 
was so swelled that he could not make 
his teeth meet The dog was kept in the 
kennel until the mad one died, and was 
purposely preserved for two years after- 
wards,, to note the efifect; but he never 
ailed any thing, although no remedies 
were applied to check any infection that 
might have been received from the con- 
tact of the mad dog. 

*' The compiler has had various oppor- 
tunities of proving the usefulness of ivorm- 
ing; and inserts three of the most striking 
instances, under the hope of inducing its 
general practice. 

" A terrier, bitch went mad, that was 
kept in the kennel with forty couple 6f 
hounds. Kota single hound was bitten^ ner 
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was she wen to offer to bite. The biteh 
beirvg of a peculiar sort, every attention 
was paid to her, and the gradations of the 
disease (which were extremely rapid) mi- 
nutely noted. The hydrophobia was fast 
approaching" before she was separated 
from the hounds, and she died the second 
day afiter. At first warm roiUc was placed 
before her, which she attempted to lap; 
but tl>e throat refused its functions. From 
this period she never tried to eat or drink, 
seldom rose up, or even moved, the tongue 
swelled very much, and, long- before her 
deatii, the jch»9 were diiitended by it. 

** A spaniel was observed >to be seized 
by a strange dog^ and was bit in the lip. 
The servant, who ran up to part them, nar- 
rowly escaped, as the dog twice flew at 
him. A few minute afte rthe dog had quit- 
ted the yard, the people who had pursued 
gave notice of the do^s madness, who 
had made terrible havqck in the course of 
ten /niles> &om whence he hud set olf.r^ 
The spaniel was a great favourite, had 
medicine applied, and every precaution 
taken< Upon the t4th day he appeared to 
loath his food, and his eyes looked unu- 
suidly heavy. The day foUowing he endea- 
voured to lap milk, but coidd swallow 
none. From that time the ^pw^-i/e began to 
swHl, he moved himself very seldom, and 
on the third day he died. For many hour* 
previous to faia death, the tongue was so 
enlarged that the fangs, or canine teeth, 
could not meet each oUier by upwai-da of 
an inch. 

•* rhe hounds were, some years after, 
parted with, and were sold in lots. A mad- 
ness broke out io the kennel of the gentle* 
man who purchased many of them; and 
although several of these hounds were 
bitten and went mad, only one of them 
ever attempted to bite, and that was a 
hound from|the duke ol Portland's, who, 
in tlie operation of -worming ^ had the worm 
kroke by his struggling, and he was so 
troublesome that one half of it was suf- 
fered to remain. The others all died with 
symptoms similar to the terrier and the 
spaniel, viz. a violent swelling of the 
tongue, and a stupor rendering them 
nearly motionless, and both which symp- 
toms seemed to increase with the dis- 
ease." Vol. I. p. 159. 

Whatever we may think of the 
style of the above paragraphs, we 
consider the facts which they con- 
tain as of great importance. We 
pretend not to determine what is 
the nature of the operation of worm- 
ing; but if repeated experieace shall 



ascenain its constant, of even fre- 
quent effect, to^ be the security of 
the human species from that direful 
malady, the cure of which medicine 
has so often attempted in vain, the 
operation x>ught, certainly, to be per- 
formed, at an early age, on every 
dog. According to Mr. Daniel, «the 
trorming of whelps should be pre- 
vious to their being sent out to quar- 
ters. This operation is to be per- 
formed with a lancet, to slit the thin 
skin which immediately covers the 
worm; a small awl is then to be in- 
troduced under the centre of the 
worm, to raise it up; the farther end 
of the worm will, with very little 
force, make its appearance, and with 
a cloth taking hold of that end, the 
other will be drawn out easily. Care 
must be taken that the whole of the 
worm comes away without break- 
ing, and it rarely breaks unless cut 
into by the lancet, or wounded by 
the awl." p. 202. 

2dly. As a practical afiortaman^ 
Mr. Daniel is quite at home; and 
though many years have passed since 
we partook of the fileasures of the 
chase, we have no doubt that the 
ample code of instructions which he 
has drawn up, may be implicitly fol- 
lowed. These instructions respect 
fox hunting, stag hunting, hare hunt- ■ 
ing,' coursing, and the pursuit of 
rabbits, martins, badgers, and ottersijk 
in ' the first volume; seajiahingy an-^ 
gling for all the various fresh water 
and river fish, with the construction 
of flies, nets, and other fishing tackle, 
and the management of fish ponds, 
in the second; and shooting the va- 
rious species of game, with the 
breeding and training of spaniels 
and pointers, and the choice and 
management of fowling pieces, ia 
the third. We could have wished 
that the author had entirely omitted 
the diversion 6i badger hunting, and 
we do not clearly perceive what sea 
Jishing has to do in a work of rural 
sftorts; but, in general, this part of 
the work is well executed, and 
abounds with interesting anecdotes. 
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Among others, he has given an ac- 
count of a sow that was trained and 
employed as a pointer, which we 
quoted in our last volume, from 
Mr. Bmgley's " Natural History 
of Quadrupeds."* 

Lastly. Mr. Daniel's digest of the 
game and other sporting laws, com- 
piled chiefly from Blackstone*8 Com' 
mentariesj Burn^s Justice^ and (if we 
mistake not) from the Sporting Ma* 
gazine . (in the early numbers of 
which we remember to have seen a 
very similar digest) appears to be 
complete, though faulty in point of 
arrangement. We had expected to 
find the author a strenuous advocate 
for tlie game laws; but were pleased 
at seeing some very judicious and 
impartial observations on this un- 
popular branch of our statutes.— 
With a quotation from this part, we 
shall close our specimens of Mr. 
Daniel's labours: 

« No admirer of a manly, liberal, well 
regulated system of publick freedom, will 
be forward to assert, that the laioa for tlie 
preservation of game do not require to be 
very thoroughly revised. They certainly de- 
part more widely from the line of genuine, 
political justice, and expose the humble, 
unqualified classes of the community more 
to the hazai-d of punishment, and the op- 
pression of power, than any rational ad- 
vocate of moral equality can consistently 
approve. They are greatly imperfect, in- 
asmuch as their penalties are infinitely too 
severe. That the punishment of death 
should, in any case, be inflicted on an act 
•which in itself violates no rule of religion, 
justice, or morality, is a reflection from 



which the mind revolts with pain andhor* 
rour. Where is the wrong to individuals 
that demands such an atonement ? Where 
is the iiijury to society which requires 
such an example ? That the act of destroy* 
ing game is not mtUutn in ie, is evident; for 
if it were the legislature could not license 
it. Not only j^e want of true wisdom* but 
the want of common justice in these sta- 
tutes, requires the most earnest and at- 
tentive consideration in those who admi- 
nister in the gfovemment of the state.— 
Every amendment, however minute, in the 
defective part of its le^alative system, is 
an immense acquisition of strength to our 
constitution. It takes a weapon from the 
armoury of its enemies, and knits still 
more closely the union of its fi^iends. Un- 
wise laws are the worst foes of a state. It 
is the publick statutes that should perpe- 
tuate and keep alive tlie great principles 
of practical freedom." Vol. I. p. 295. 

In a production of this kind, a 
great variety of style must, in course, 
appear; but we are sorry to say that 
the style of Mr. Daniel, as far as w« 
can judge from what are given as 
his original observations, is conal- 
derably below mediocrity. It abounds 
with inelega^icies, provincialisms, 
and even grammatical errours; faults 
which we should not have expected 
in a writer of his profession. On the 
whole, however, the work is cer- 
tainly calculated to form an accepta- 
ble companion for the sportsman and 
the country gentleman; and it is 
rendered highly interesting, also, to 
general readers, by the numerous 
and well executed engravings with 
which it is embellished. 



FROM THE LITERARY PANORAMA. 

Instructive Talcs. By Mrs. Trimmer. Collected from the Family Magazine. Svo-- 
pp. 290. Priofe4ff. London. 1810. 



A PLEASING collection of sto- 
ries, in which the prevailing /^rac/f- 
cal errours of the humbler class in 
life are reprehended, and the par- 
ties guilty of them are reformed.—* 
We cannot but wish that reforma- 
tion were as easy in fact as it is on 



paper; but, so far as our opportuni- 
ties of inspecting mankind have ex- 
tended, we have found a greater pro- 
portion than (as in these tales) one 
in twenty incorrigible, .^rs. Trim- 
mer's purpose may, however, be 
best answered, in general, by dc- 
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scribing; the progress from vice to 
virtue as easy and pleasant, not as 
rugged or impracticable. We for- 
give the benevolent errour which 
seduces an individual into virtue.— 
We commend the solicitude of the 
squire to improve the morals of his 
villagers, by giving employment and 
favour as encouragement to the most 
deserving. Not less exemplary is 
the humanity of his lady, in contri- 
ving to amend the tempers of the 
wives, in order to make home com- 
fortable to the husbands. This, at 
least, shows an intimate acquaint- 
imce with human nature; for a man 
will naturally frequent most con- 
Btantly-that spot where he enjoys the 
greatest satisfaction— If that be his 
v^ife's fireside, there will be Jiis 
abode; but if his wife's fireside be 
the station of torment, from what- 
ever cause arising, he may relin- 



quish all hopes of happiness, but he 
will seek gratification elsewhere.*— 
Let this be formed into habits and 
farewell virtue, comfort, prosperity; 
farewell the attachments of the 
heart, and the thousand tender ties 
which bind an individual to his own, 
with bands incomparably stronger 
than those of iron or brass. The af- 
fections are vitiated; on what caa 
advice or persuasion act ? This vo- 
lume is extremely well fitted for the 
persons for whom it is designed; and 
w« shall be happy to hear, that the 
villagers throughout our country 
emulate the example of the villagers 
before us;, and that Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrews are patterns to our rural 
squires, and their ladies. The ap- 
pendix, containing rules, monitions, 
and advice, adds essentially to its 
value. 



VROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 



Martin Lutber, &c. i. e, Martin Luther, or the Consecration of Energy, a Tragedy, by 
the Author of the " Sons of the Valley." i2mo. pp. 380. Berlin. 



IN consequerxe of the passion of 
the great king of Prussia, for French 
literature, the German poets of his 
time were employed to translate for 
the theatre at Berlin the best trage- 
dies of the French dramatists. 
Weisse, in particular, with great 
felicity, transferred into German 
Alexandrine rhymes, several master 
pieces of Comeille, Racine, and Vol- 
taire. The leading theatres of the 
country, of Dresden, Manheim, 
"Frankfort, and Hamburgh, were 
eager to flatter the taste of an ad- 
mired monarch, and to diffuse the 
celebrity of such noble works of art. 
In native productions, the German 
drama was at that time scanty, and 
the tragedies of the French were 
received with universal applause. 

Criticks then arose, deeply versed 
in ancient and modern literature, 
3uch 8^3 Sulzer and Lessing, who 



examined the theory of the drama- 
tick art with more completeness, and 
with not less elegance, than had 
been displayed in the firefacea of 
Dryden, or the Focaie Dramatiquc 
of Diderot. Warned by judges so 
sagacious, against real imprudence, 
and invited by fashion to lean to- 
wards French models, what have the 
subsequent German poets done? 
They have forsaken the forms of 
French, for those of English art; 
the patent moulds of Racine, for 
those of Shakspeare; the Grecian 
for the Gothick drama. From theory, 
and from experience, the Germans 
have, finally, awarded the preference 
to our native, northern, historick tra- 
gedy. 

The unity of time, they find, is 
needless, and the unity of place is 
hostile to illusion. By prolonging 
the implied duration of the piece, it 
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becomes possible to dramatize with 
probability, events of greater mo- 
ment, interest, and complexity, than 
can be squeezed into the limits of 
any Parisian play, that is confined 
to twenty four hours; no one of 
-which could unfold the conspiracy 
of Venice, or the usurpation and de- 
thronement of Macbeth. By fre- 
quently shifting the scene, the spec- 
tator's eye is delighted; his flagging 
attention is aroused; and his imagi- 
nation is assisted to wander on the 
wings of the words, and is silently 
provided with numberless instruc ■ 
live particulars, about the costume 
of the age, and the localities of the 
incidents. Where the course of the 
plot does not compel a change of 
place, the wise dramatist will seek 
pretences for repeated removals 
of his personages. 

Unity of action or design, how- 
ever, is, in the historick tragedy, of 
indisputable value; and the great art 
of adopting a fragment of history, or 
an individual* hero, to this form of 
delineation, is to seize, in the event, 
or in the person, on the character, 
istick feature; and to direct atten- 
tion with singleness of view, to- 
wards this principal point. Thus 
Schiller, in his tragedy of Wilhelm 
Tell, having undertaken to draw the 
portrait of a meritorious tyrannicide, 
keeps this aim in his eye, through- 
put every apparent episode; and in- 
troduces, really for a purpose of in- 
sti'uctive contrast, the other and 
jculpable tyrannicide, Johannes Par- 
ricida, of Swabia, whose appearance 
seems, at first sight, so needless. 

The author of Martin Luther cer- 
tainly possesses not the loftiness and 
pathetick force of Schiller, nor that 
perpetual concentration of attention • 
on the main purpose, which distin- 
guished the lat^r productions of this 
lamented genius. But he manifests 
skill in the art of painting the spirit 
of the times in a short dialogue be- 
tween boors, and in the art of cha- 
racterizing eminent men with strik- 
ing like^iess by little significant 



traits. His scenery, like that of Scliii- 
ler, is well imagined, not merely for 
picturesque effect, but for e|pble- 
matick operation on the spectator; and 
his dialogue, though much too dif- 
fuse, has at least not the French 
fault of sinking into epic poetry; 
but is uniformly, dramatick. Still his 
piece tires before it closes; and tliis 
defect principally results from a 
breach of unity of action. 

Luther's burning of the pope's 
bull, and his consequent citation to 
Worms, tonu the original points of 
interest. His heroick determination 
to go to the place where he might 
expect the fate of Huss; his danger 
while he was there; the collection 
of the votes of the diet; and the 
casting vote of the emperour, which 
grants him a safe return, constitute 
a complete series of action. But the 
untircd author, instead of concluding 
his play with the rejoicings of the 
populace, on the discharge of Lu- 
ther, proceeds to paint the reformer 
in lovc^ and diverts his audience 
with a religious courtship of the 
nun Catherine Bore; whioh, though 
not borrowed out of the book of De- 
foe, is nearly as ludicrous, fcom the 
analogous attempt to veil the desires 
of nature, in the forms of spiritual 
aspiration. 

The composition of historick tra- 
gedy deserves to be revived in this 
country. Dramas, on that plan, are 
apt to be too long; but tliey might 
be given without any afterpiece; es- 
pecially if the poet, as in this instance, 
would contrive a conclusion full of 
musick, show, pageantry, bustle, . 
song, and machinery. The biography 
of Luther is interesting in all pro- 
testant countries; sufficiently so, per-> 
haps, for the transplantation of this 
very piece, into our own theatres. 
We, therefore, give an analysis of it, 
scene by scene. 

Act L Scene 1. Miners are at work 
in the caverns ol Freiberg in Saxp- 
ny. They converse about the com- 
motion which Luther is causing; his 
father is one of the workmen^ and is 
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him. But Luther, looking calmly and 
silently at the incidenty and continu- 
ing his psalmody, excites an inde* 
scribal>le thrill, arising from a recol« 
Itction of the mass of depending 
events, which reveals the use and the 
place of omens in dramatick histo* 
ribgraphy. 

Act IV. Scene U Luther is called 
before the diet, is exhorted to re- 
tract, and refuses. When he has re- 
tired, a deliberation cammencea. 
whether he shall be burnt for heresy. 
The votes are divided: but the em- 
perour's casting vote decides in fa- 
vour of Luther, who retires with 
the acclamations of the people. *' 

Scene 2. A forest near Worms. 
Here Luther is benighted, with his 
famulus; and here Catherine Bore, 
in her pilgrim's dress, with the fair 
no#ice who accompanies her, is be- 
nighted also. Certain soldiers attend 
as an escort. The parties meet, and 
club their suppers, spread them- 
selves on the ground, and sing in 
concert. The spectacle may be ima- 
gined to be picturesque; and the 
soldier's bugle, with the voices of 
the performers, alternately sounding, 
to be very melodious: yet the dia- 
logue itself is vile and ludicrous, 
and abolishes all that reverence for 
Luther and Cathenne, whiph had 
previously been excited. After ha- 
ving fallen in love, they fftU asleep; 
f-iul their dreams are exhibited in 
the air, in pleasing illuminated ma- 
chines. Theobald and the fair no* 
Tice also fall in love, as well as their 
master and mistress. 

In the fifth act, still grosser ab- 
surdities occur. The fair novice 
dies, in order to exhibit a funeral at 



the convent, and to reintroduce the 
chorus of nuns, who are allowed to 
reunite on this occasion. During 
the service, protestant iconoclasts 
rush in, tear down the pictures, and 
carry off the candlesticks; and thus 
the reformation, hitherto so impor- 
tant, is degraded into a church-rob- 
bery, hostue to the fine arts! An 
opportunity is seized for exhibiting 
Luther in lay-apparel, when he 
laskes Im offer, and is accepted by 
Catherine Bore; occasion is also 
taken to kiU off two personages, now 
become supernumerary, the boy- 
widower Theobald, and the discar- 
ded lover of Catherine;i«-«nd thus 
tlie tragedy terminates. 

The merits of this poem must be 
sought, first, in the author's happy 
portraiture of character and manners, 
and in ethick discrimination; second- 
ly, in his wise choice of the inter- 
views, so as to teach a large portion 
of historick truth, with a moderate 
number of agitating stenes; thirdly, 
in decorative contrivance, an oppor- 
tunity being skilfully affbrded for- 
various and magnificent scenery 
and pageantry; yet in this depart- 
ment of art, the law of climax is not 
sufficiently observed; and fourthly, 
in historick fidelity.^— Its faults will 
be found; first, in the trailing and 
sentimental style of the dialogue; 
secondly, in exuberance of person- 
age, incident, anecdote, and parade; 
thirdly, in repetitions of situation, 
such as that of the nuns at worship; 
and fourthly, in the decaying cha- 
racter of the interest, which, from 
being originally of the heroick^ be- 
comes finally of the comick kind. 
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FROM THB LITBRARY PANORAMA. 

FEMALE HEROISM, AS. EVINCED DUBING THE UEIGN OF TERROUR OF 
THB FI^ENCH REVOLUTION. 

{^Cfmtutkdfiompagt 137.] 



Mademoiselle de Bussy and Ma* 
demoiselle de Brion, onie aged 15, 
and the otlier 19, had both accom- 
panied tlieir mothers to a prison. 
They were not prisoners, and might 
have gone out; but they preferred to 
share their captivity, and the decree 
ordering the expulsion of the nobi- 
lity from Paris, forced tliem to pait 
from them. They shed tears, and every 
day, in the country where they 
breathed pure air, Uiey were heard 
to regret tlie insalubrity of that hor- 
rid abode, out of which they had 
been violently driven away. 

Madame Grimoai^d, now Madame 
Potier, showed also a most affecting, 
anxiety for her mother, Madame 
Lachabeaussiere. She had been sent 
to another prison. She begged, though 
she was pregnant,, to be carried to 
Port Libre, to accompany her mother 
and take care of her; but she found 
her in close confinement, and treated 
with the greatest cruelty. She was 
so shocked at it, that at intervals her 
mind was deranged. She neglected 
her dress, and in her delirium, at 
which every heart was moved, she 
stood for some time on a spot, look- 
ing around her without seeing any 
body. Sighs heaved her bosom, and 
her face and body were distorted 
with convulsions. Then she arose 
suddenly, darted through the passa- 



ges, and sat down on the stairs, near 
the door of the dungeon where her 
mother was. There she listened a 
long while, and when she heard 
nothing, she sighed, shed tears, and 
in a low tone said sorrowfully: my 
mother^ my fondj 7ny unfortunate 
mother I When she heard her walk 
or move, she conversed with her, 
and to prolong the dire pleasure of 
such an intercourse, she remained 
for several hours on the landing 
place. She was not satisfied with 
talking; she carried, every day, to her 
mother, some of her own victuals, 
which was giving her life, as they 
sometimes forgot to feed the unfor- 
tunate woman. But when she came 
to request the turnkeys to open the 
dungeon to her, how many brutal 
refusals, disgusting interrogations, 
and indecent jokes, had she >not to 
endure tp obtain the favour? She 
disregarded them, and suffered every 
tiling, in order to carry food to her 
mother, and to embrace her for a 
few moments. It seemed as if mater- 
nal anxiety were wholly transfused 
into the bosom of this affectionate, 
daughter ! 

The same praise is due to Made- 
moiselle Delleglan. Her father, who 
was ordered to be removed from a 
dungeon in Lyons, to the Concier^ 
fCcr/Cy was setting out for Paris, 
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She had not left him; she asked leave 
to travel in the same coach with 
him; she could not obtain it; but 
does the heart acknowledge any 
obstacles? Although her constitu- 
tion was very weak, she walked all 
the way, following the cart upon 
which her father was, the. whol^ 
journey of more than lOO leagues, 
and never losing sight of him, but to 
prepare his victuals, or to fetch a 
.blanket for him to sleep on, when 
he arrived at the different prisons 
on the roads. She neyer ceased to 
accompany him, and to supply all 
his wants, till he reached the Con- 
ciergerie; when she was separated 
from him. As she had been used to 
inspire the jailers with compassion, 
she did not despair of being able to 
disarm the oppressors. For three 
months she applied every moraing 
to the most powerful members of the 
committee of publick safety, and at 
last prevailed on them to release her 
father. She set off with him for Lyons, 
glorying in having delivered him; but 
Heaven did not allow her to reap the 
fruit of her exenions. She was taken 
ill on the road, being exhausted by 
fatigue, and lost her own life, after 
having jiaved that of her father. 

Madernpiselle de la Rochefoucauld 
displayed no Jess courage in behalf 
of her father. She had been sen- 
tenced with him, in the Vendean 
war; h\\\. shp contrived his escape. 
She hid him in the house of a work- 
man, who had been their servant, 
and concealed herself somewhere 
else. Thus they Uvedf free from the 
persecutors; but as their property 
bad been confiscated, and pity was 
easily tired, their resources were 
soon exhausted. Mile, de la Roche- 
foucauld was inf(»rmed that her fa-, 
ther was nearly perishing for want. 
3eing reduced to the same extre* 



mity, and unable to assist kl^^ 
she devoted herself for him. A 
republican general happened to pass 
through tlie town where she had 
retired. She informs him, in a mostf 
affecting letter, of the lamentable 
situation of her father, and offers to 
appear and undergo the execution 
of the sentence pronounced against 
her, provided he engages immedi- 
ately to assist the expiring old man. 
The warriour hastens to her, not as 
an enemy, but as a protector.* He 
gave assistance to the &ther; saved 
the daughter; and after the 9th of 
Thermidor, he had them reinstatetf 
in their property, by obtaining the 
revision of their trial. 

The action of the young Mile. 
Bois-Berenger is no less admirable^ 
and, perhaps, still more aff^ting. 
Her father, mother, and sister, had 
been served with a warrant of accu- 
sation. She alone appeared to have 
been forgotten by the murderers of 
her family. How many tears did this 
sad distinction cost her? In her de- 
spair she exclaimed: lam then doom- 
id to survive you ! We shall not die 
together ! She tore her hair, she 
embraced, successively, her father, 
her mother, and sister, and bitterly 
repeated: We shall not then die to^ 
gether ! The wished for warrant 
against her comes; no Inore grief^ 
no more tears; transported with joy, 
she embraces again her parents, 
exclaiming: We shall die together! 
It seemed as if she had in her hands 
their liberty and her own. She put 
on a handsome dress, as if she was 
going to an entertainment, and with 
her own hands cut off the locks of 
her charming hair. When they left 
the Conciergtriey she was pressing 
in her arms her unfortunate mo- 
ther, whose dejection was her only 
affliction; and she supported her 



' Why M. le Gouvd has not gratified laudable ciir iosity, by distin^isliing', beyond 
mtstitke, this honour to humanity, we know not, unless the fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasni'e of his Corsican master.' We, however, will supply hia deficiency, and are 
proud to boast, that it was one of our friends who performed this meritorious act, at 
\nccnis, in Jirittanfijc I^ ^^ general Danipan, autlior of a work, entitled. Leg JSrigandt 
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sinking heart till tbcy wefre on the 
scaffold. « Be comforted," said she, 
** you do not leave the least regret 
l^ehind; your whole family goes with 
you, and you will soon receive tlie 
reward of your virtue." 

With the same fortitude Mile, de 
Malesey, whose graces equalled her 
beauty, acted towards her father 
when be was condemned. She con- 
stantly attended him; she comforted 
him till be received the fatal blow$ 
and then willingly laid her own head 
under the same axe. 

There were many women whom 
humanity alone inspired with this 
nobl« contempt of life, which others 
manifested from attachment to a 
sacred affinity. 

Some time after the S 1st of May, 
citizen Lanjuinais, an outlaw, went 
to Rennes, to shelter himself in the 
house of his mother, who had no 
other servant at that time than an 
old chambermaid. He thought it ne- 
cessary to conceal the truth from 
the latter; but one day reading in 
the newspapers that Guadet had 
been Executed at Bordeaux, and 
that the same proscription attached 
to those of his friends who had re- 
ceived hincH and even to the servants 
who had not made known his retreat, 
Lanjuinais p^ceives the danger to 
which his presence might expose 
his mother's servant. He, therefore, 
resolves, at the risk of his own life, 
to guard her against it. He reveals 
his situation to hei^ and warning her 
of what she has to apprehend, re- 
commends her to go away, and to 
be silent* Her answer is, that she 
will never leave him while he is in 
danger; and that she cares not for 
death, if she must lose him. In vain 
does he remonstrate. She earnestly 
solicits the happiness to stay with 
her master to the last moment. 
Lanjuinais, deeply affected, yielded, 
and contrived, with the help of this 
woman's dexterity, to stay there till 
the overthrow of Robespierre; when 
the safety of her mistress's son was 
the reward of her virtuous ol?stinacy. 



Maryi a servant in one of the gaols 
in Bordeaux, inspired two young 
men with confidence, by her kind 
behaviour towards those who were 
detained there. They applied to her 
to make their escape, and she agreed 
to faciliute it. When they were 
going away, they offered her an as- 
signat of 500 livres each, as a token 
of their gratitude. She felt affronted, 
and said; « You do not deserve my an^ 
sistanccy since you esteem me so little 
as to think I am promfited by inotivcs 
of vile interest*^ They observed, in 
vain, that the offer was made simply 
to enable her to fly, without being 
exposed to want, if she was sus- 
pected of having been privy to their 
e«cape; l)ut they soon perceived they 
must speak no more of money. They 
therefore yielded, kissed her, and 
departed. 

Mad. Boyer, a milliner. in Mar- 
seilles, was brought before the com- 
mission, to give evidence on the 
trial of a culprit who had actually 
committed the revolutionary crime 
which he was charged with. Think- 
ing she might save him, she de- 
posed in his favour, and lost her 
life for this generous perjury. 

In Brest, a man unknown to 
Mad. Ruvilly, entered her house, to 
ask a shelter against proscription. 
He was 80 years old. Endowed with 
a tender heart, she made no inquiry, 
and did not consider the danger 
connected with his visit. He was 
unhappy; that was sufficient; she 
readily hid him, and paid him ^y^Yf 
attention. Two days after, the old 
man came to take his leave of her. 
Mad. Ruvilly, who delicately had 
refi-ained from putting any qu(estion 
to him, shows some astonishment. 
He confesses that he is a priest, and 
on that account only, devoted to 
proscription; but he is fearful lest a 
longer stay might bring it upon her 
also: " Mlo^-iV m^," says he, « by go* 
ing anvay.^ to preserve you from the 
danger you are exfiosed to^ for ha- 
ving received mc^ and to spare myself 
the grief of having brought ruin upon 
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yoK," " Jint where mil you go P" 
« God knoiv^ !'^ " What I you have 
no place to go to^ and yet you wish me 
to let you go away J Ao / The more 
your situation is dangerous to me^ 
the more 1 am interested in it* I beg 
you will wait in this house till the 
times become more settled" The old 
roan refused; and, in spite of the 
most earnest entreaties, was the con- 
queror in this generous struggle. 
Mad. Desmarets, Mad. Ruviily's 
sister, was then with her. She wit- 
nessed the affecting scene, and kept 
the secret. But the eyes of tyranny 
are always watchful, and she was soon 
infoi^med against, on account of that 
hospitable action. Mad. Ruvilly, be- 
fore her judges, gloried in the ser- 
vice she had rendered; and her only 
afflictioiv was to see her sister con- 
demned for not hfiviug denounced 
her. These two women undeAvent 
their fate, proud of being punished 
for an act of generosity. 

Mad. Payssac, who lived in Paris, 
did more than grant hospitality; she 
©ftered it. The respectable Rabaad 
de Saint Eticnne, was outlawed in 
consequence of the events of the 
31st of May. Mad. Payssac offered 
him a shelter in her house; his re- 
inonsti*ance8 respecting the danger 
to which his acceptance would ex- 
pose her, were useless; she insisted, 
.and overcame Rabaud's reluctance. 
He was afterwards discovered in her 
house, and she soon followed him to 
the scaffold, no less courageously 
than she had braved the peril. 

The celebrated Condorcet was 
proceeded against at the same pe- 
riod. A female friepd offered to hide 
him. He refused, saying: You would 
Jte defirived of the benejit of the law I 
Oh ! said she, am I to be defirived 
ofihe benefit of humanity ? This an- 
SAver did not shake his dctermina- 
don; and, some time after, he was 
found murdered by his own hands,* 
in a village near Paris. 

Mad. Le Jai, a bookseller in Pa- 



ris, was more successful. She gave 
shelter to citizen Doulcet Pontecou- 
lant, and so effectual was Ixer ;&eal, 
that she saved his life and her own. 
The niece of a sexton in Brussels 
succeeded, likewise, in giving assist^ 
ance to a Frenchman who had fled 
to that city during those, bloody 
days. It was after the battle of Fleu- 
rus, when the French troops enter- 
ed Belgium. Fearful of being appre- 
hended in Brussels, be was leaving 
it. A young girl, who was sitting at 
a door, prompted by a sympathy for 
the unfortunate, stopt hini) exclaim- 
ing: You are lost if you go further ' 
If I go back^ I am lost uUo I Then 
come in here^ He went in. After in- 
forming him, that they were in the 
house of her uncle, who would not 
permit her to save him) if he kpew 
it, she conducted him to a barn, 
where he concealed himselL Scarce* 
ly was it night, whe4) a painy of sol- 
diers came to sleep there. The niece 
followed them i^nperceived; and, as 
soon as they were asleep, she tried 
to extricate the Frenchman from 
such a perilous place, but, 9^ he was 
cscapiiig, one of the soldiers awoke 
and took him by the hand. Qn tins 
she stepped between theip, saying: 
Let me gOy^t is I who am come^ She 
needed not sayinore. The soldier, de* 
ceived by the female voice, let his- 
captive go. She conducted the Utter 
to her own room, from whence, ta- 
king the keys of the church, fiud car- 
rying a lamp in her hand, she.c^^ea- 
ed that building to him. The3r cami^ 
to a chapel, which tlie'^raVi^e pf war 
had despoiled of its ornkments; be*- 
hind tlie altar was a trapdoor, not 
easily .perceivable. She lifted it up, 
and said; <' You see this dark stsdr- 
case; it leads to a vault, in which the 
remains of an illustrious family are 
deposited. It is very likely that non 
body will so much as suspect that 
you are there. Have fortitude enough 
to remain there, till a favourable op- 
portunity offers for your escape.'' 



* See hisf Memoirs. 
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The Frenchman emcrc4 without 
hesitation. What was his surprise, 
when the first objects he perceived, 
by the light of the lamp, were the 
armovial bearings of his own family, 
originally of this country I He re- 
eognises the tombs of his fbrefa* 
thers ! He salutes them rcspectfolly, 
and with the most lively emotions, 
l^ys his hands upon these venerated 
marbles. His conductress left him 
under those impressions. The de- 
light they imparted, ahd particularly 
the hope of seeing again u fond wife, 
rendered him, for some time, un- 
mindful of his abode. Two days had 
elapsed, and his deliverer had not 
returned. He knew not what to 
thinks At one moment he was terri- 
fied, lest she had fallen a victim to 
her generosity* At wiother, he fear- 
ed lest she had forgotten him. These 
painful feelings were quickened by 
those of hunger; and he had no 
other prospect than that of a death 
still more dreadful than what'he had 
avoided. His strength failed, and he 
sunk almost senseless on the tomb 
of one dF his ancestors. Suddenly, 
he heard a noise. It was the voice of 
his kind deliverer, who was calling 
himi Overcome with joy, as well as 
with weakness, he could not answer. 
She believed he was dead, and sigh- 
ing, she let the trap door fall down 
again. The unfortunate young man, 
exceedingly terrified, made an exer- 
tion, and screamed aloud. She heard 
it, and came back. She immediately 
gave him Ibod, and explained the 
csMse of her delay; adding, that pre- 
cauUons were now so well taken, 
that the same should not happen 
again. She was leaving him, when 
she heard the noise of arms She 
precipitately went down again, bid- 
ding the Frenchman-be silent. In fact, 
a number of armed men were at that 
moment conducted there by the sex- 
ton, who had been charged with 
liaving secreted an emigrant in the 
church, that they might search for 
him. They^xamined every where; 



they even trod upon the trap door. 
What a moment for the two prison- 
ers ! Every step resotinded in their 
hearts, and was felt as a forerunner 
of their fate. But the noise by de- 
grees diminished, and at length was 
heard no more. The niece ventured 
out with the greatest caution and 
anxiety. After informing her guest, 
to make him easy, she withdrew. 
On the ensuing days she regularly 
carried food to him. He remained a 
long time in the vault, under the 
care of this benevolent girl. More 
quiet days arrived; and she hifomied 
him of the change. He bid a tender, 
and respectful farewell to the re- 
mains of his ancestors, which had 
protected him; quitted the vault, 
reached his country, and soon joined 
a wife, whose society and affection 
made him still mdre grateful for ' 
the service rendered him by his 
generous deliverer. 

The sublime action of Mile, de 
Sombreuil, amid the massacres of 
September, is too well known, for 
me to dwelllong upon it. Neverthe- 
less, it is but just that I record here, 
another proof of her magnanimity. 
One of the murderers, as the con- 
dition of her father's deliverance, 
insisted on her drinking a glass of 
blood. Filial love gave her strength 
to submit to this horrid proposal. 
She afterwards experienced frequent 
fits, which returned at regular pe- 
riods. She persevered in her con- 
stant attention to her father, and 
shared his captivity, when, in the 
days of terrour, he was incarcerated 
again. When she first appeared 
among the other prisoners, all fixed 
their eyes upon her, and ail wept. 
Every heart paid her the tribute due 
to virtue. A sentiment addressed to 
her by Mad. de Rosambe, is credi- 
table to both. She was going out of 
the prison with the venerable Ma- 
lesherbes, to appear before the 
court; when she perceived Mile, de 
Sombreuil. " You have had the 
gloiy of saving your father," said 
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she, " and 1 have the comfort of 
going to die with mine."* 

The daughter of the respectable 
Cazottcf saved him, also, from the 
hands of the murderers in the pri- 
sons. Her action is less known than 
the other, but the particulars of it 
arc not less interesting. Some days 
before the 2d of September, Mile. 
CuzotLc, who had been imprisoned 
with her fatlicr, in the abbey, was 
acquitted; but she would iK)t leave 
him there alone, and without assist- 
ance. She was allowed to stay with 
him. Those days came, in which fell 
so many Frenchmen. On the eve 
preceding. Mademoiselle Cazotte's 
lovely face, innocent mind, and live- 
ly discourse, had raised feelings of 
sympathy in some of the Marseiilois, 
who guarded the interiour.of the ab- 
bey. They assisted her in saving 
Cazottc. This old man, being con- 
demned, after thirty hours of massa- 
cre, was about to fall beneath the 
blows of a crowd of assassins. His 
daughter rushes among them, her 
countenance pale, but still more 
lovely iu her disorder and tears; ex- 
claiming: " You shall not reach my 
father, but after piercing through 
my heart." A single voice cries out: 
"/iarJow;" a hundred voit:es repeat 
the exclamation; the Marseiilois 
open a passage ibr MUe. Cazotte, 
who carries off her father, and re- 
stores him to his i family. Her tri- 
umph did not last long. On the 1 2th 
of September, Cazotte was again 
thrown iato a prisdn. His daughter 
accompanies him to the Concierge^ 
Tie; but the door, opened to admit 
her father, is rudely shut against 
her. She applies to the municipalicy, 
aiid to the minister of the interiour. 



After many tears and entreaties^ she 
at last obtains leave to attend on her 
&ther. She remained night and day 
near him, leaving him only to sup- 
plicate the judges in his favour, or 
to prepare his defence. She had al- 
ready secured the assistjance of those 
Marseiilois, to iNrhom she had been 
so greatly indebted, in the former 
danger* She had already assembled 
many women, who had engaged to 
support her; she was beginning to 
indulge some hopes, when she was 
ordered into close confinement. Ga- 
zette's enemies dreaded so much 
her zeal, that they considered this 
as absolutely necessary, to prevent 
his escaping a second time. In &ctf 
during the absence of his daughter, 
they murdered that man, ^vhoae old 
age and tsdeo^s they should have 
respected; they should have respect- 
ed, too, the terrours of that klreadful 
scene of death, which, during the 
horrours of September, hung OTer 
his head for six and thirty hours. 
Mademoiselle Cazotte had then no 
other comfort leit, but that of sooth- 
ing the sorrows of her saother; a 
duty which she now fulBls with ail 
the nice and tender feelings* which 
nature has bestowed on her. 

In the course of these anecdotes, 
M. le Gouve infoi*ms us, that no ob- 
stacle prevented the women from 
attending at the prisons. Every day, 
and in . every season, the garden of 
the Luxembourg was crowded with 
women^ who, in spite of excessive 
heat or cold, rain or wind, were 
spending the morning there, in ex- 
pectation of aeeing, for a sing^le mo- 
ment, either at a window, or qn the 
roof of the building, their fathers, 
brothers, or husbands, retained there. 



* See more particulars in the memoirs of M. de Malesherbes, who, with hi* daugh- 
ter and grandchild, were guillotined, merely because he had been one of the couusel 
to Louis XVI. The exalted conduct of this venerable old man was an honour to human 
nature. His expression of fidelity to his soverfeign ought to be written in letters of gold: 
" They will never forgive me for defending the hapless Louis' XVI ! Meverlheless, I 
solemnly protest, that I glory in sacrificing my life for him; and, far from repenting 
that act, would again do the same, were it again to be done." 

t Tli^,sttxtlio»ef several very pleasing works, stich as BUvier, le Diable ineureux, kc. 
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to direct towards them, or to receive 
from them^ a look, a gesture, or any 
token of affection or concern. Some 
of them did more. On the outside of 
prisons from which sewers issued, 
Siey stooped over these infectious 
streams, to converse with a friend 
«r relative, and remove from their 
minds a distrust too natural in mis- 
fortune. Who, then, can refrain from 



joining in unison with the last four 
lines of M. le Gouv^'s poem, la MS^ 
rite des Femmesj as a just tribute to 
the fair sex ? 

Heviens de ton erreur, Toi qui veux les 

flfetrir; 
Sache les respecter autant que Ics ch^rir; 
£t, si la voix du ASMg n'est point une 

chim^re, 
Tombe aux pieds de cb Ssits ^ qui tu 

dois TA MEtiB ! 



MEMOIRS OP THE LIFE OF PRINCE EUGENE, OF SAVOY. WRITTEN 

BY HIMSELF. 

[Concluded from page 57.3 



1741—1 went to Utrecht, t6 sec 
how the negotiations proceeded. 
England, Savoy, Portugal, and Prus- 
sia, were ready to sign their treaties; 
«nd Holland hung only by a thread. 

I set out for Vienna to report this 
<o the emperour. On my arrival, 
Charles VI. said to me: « You are 
n^ht; Holland has just signed too. 
So Zinzendorf informs me; and he 
has sent me the proposals of France, 
to which you will certaialy not ad- 
Tise me to agree.'* " Your majesty 
does me justice,'* I replied. <* We 
will obtain neutrality for the Low 
Countries; and with the troops 
which you will order thence, as 
well as from Naples and Lombardy, 
-we shall be able to keep the French 
in check on the Rhine.** 

I hastened to all the states and 
•courts of the empire to collect men 
and money. I procured three mil- 
lions of crowns in one quarter, and 
a million of florins in another. But 
the tardiness of the princes and 
•circles in marching from their qua.r- 
ters, prevented me from anticipating 
the French on the Upper Rhine. 
Charles VI. manifested a desire to 
.eommand his army in person. I re- 
presented to him that he could gain 
no honour by it. My opinion was 
but too well founded, as I clearly 
perceived that Viliars meant to 
make an attempt on Landau. I or« 

Vov. V. 2 B 



dered lines to be formed at Etlin* 
gen, within which I sent one half 
of my army, and posted the other at 
Mlihlberg, where I hoped my r^- 
etiforcements would arrive before 
the fall of Landau; but the prince of 
Wiirtemberg was obliged to capi- 
tulatOi 

Still I was in hopes of preventing 
the French from besieging Friburg. 
I took possession of all the defiles 
of the mountidns. I threw up in-, 
trenchments, formed abattisy and 
erected redoubts at all the princi- 
pal points. The inferiority of my 
force made me fear that the peace, 
which must necessarily t>e soon 
concluded, would be ^testable. I 
called in all my troops, leaving only 
1 8,000 with Aubonne, to defend the 
passage of the mountains. Viliars 
attacked the heights with his gre- 
nadiers. The troops of the circles, 
which I had placed behind xheabatHsy 
behaved like the Dutch at Denain, 
and ran away at the firet fire. The 
duke of Bourbon and the prince of 
Conti began the attack of the defiles 
at seven in the evening. Aubonne, 
hurried away by the fugitives, could 
not rally them till they were at such 
a distance that he could not regain 
his intrenchments, and contented 
himself with throwing twelve battali- 
ons into Friburg. After so many bat- 
tles during a period of thirteen years> 
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the ein|)erouT'8 troops themselves 
were but raw recruits. The best of 
my intrefM:hnients at Hohl^raben 
being forced, there was nothing to 
check Villars in his march across 
the Black Forest, and he opened the 
trenches before Friburg on the Ist 
of October. Harsch disputed every 
inch of ground. In the night be- 
tween the 14th and l5th, the cover- 
ed way was taken by assault; and 
he there lost 1700 men. When the 
inhabitants saw that Harsch was de- 
termined not to surrender till the 
assault of the body of the place, 
which was battered down with balls, 
the oldest priest carrying the host, 
the magistrates, women, and chil- 
dren, all thronged tx> him. The fire 
from the ramparts continued as be- 
fore; and when the breach was wide 
enough to enter in companies, on 
the 1st of November, he abandoned 
the town and retired into the citadel. 
This was followed by defending; 
fighting, writing, demanding, re- 
fusing, granting, prolonging sus- 
pensions of hostilities till the 21st, 
and then by capitulating. 

Farewell to the empire I farewell 
to its two bulwarks ! was the gene- 
ral cry at all the courts of Germanv;, 
which were dying of fear. Why sire 
ihey incorrigible? If little minis- 
ters, and great or little mistresses, 
were not gained by France, they 
might raise 100,000 men, to defend, 
in the first place, the passage of 
the Rhine; and then the fortresses 
erected, and to be erected. There 
are very bad Germans in Germany. 
The same courts and states of 
the empire having crossed me, as 
bome years before, they had done 
prince Louis of Baden, had rendered 
it impossible for me to relieve those 
two places. This, I confess, hor- 
ribly disgusted me of the war; so 
tliat I was one of the first to advise 
the emperour to make peace. France 
had been making prodigious efforts. 
Her resources are infinite. *Tis the 
\yill of one individual, and of one na- 
tion. The Austrian monarchy is 



composed of five or fttx, which have 
different constitutions. What a dif- 
ference in civiiisattmi, pppalation, 
and importance \ The title' of empe<* 
rour does not biing in a single mao^ 
or a single kreutzer. He nmst even 
negotiate with bis empire, that it 
may not be French; with the Bohe« 
mians, that they may iiot run awa^ 
into Prussia ^d Saxony, for fear of 
becoming soldiiers; with his Lom- 
bards, who are ready to turn Savoy- 
ards; with his Hungarians, ready t# 
turn Turks; and with his Flemings^ 
ready to become Dutchmen. 

[Soon after the disasters related 
above, the prince was appointed by 
the emperour to negotiate a peace 
with France. M. Villars wHs the am- 
bassadour of Louis XiV. The preli- 
jnifiaries were signed at Rastadt oa 
the 16th of March, 1714.1 

I could not help laugtiing at the 
titles assumed by the emperour* 
Such, for instance, as king of Cor^ 
sica, of Algiers, of Jaen, and of the 
Canaries; duke of Athens, and Neoh- 
patri; lord of Tripoli, Sec. and by tht 
side of these, the most serene prince 
and lord Louis XIV. then my titles 
in abundance; and beside them, the 
general of the French army, named 
de Villars; and I admired the im- 
pertkience of our chanceries. 

1715,— When I beard of the death 
of Louis XIV. I confess, it produ- 
ced upon me the same effect as an 
old majestick oak, uprooted anfl 
overthrown by a hurricane. He had 
been standing so long ! Death, be- 
fore it erases great recollections, 
recalls them all at the first moment. 
History is always indulgent towards 
beginnings. The commencemient of 
the reign of this great king, had no 
need of any. But now age had blunt- 
ed the claws of the lion. 

1719..— iThe emperour made me 
his vicar general hi Italy, with a 
salai7 of 150,000 fiorins. 

Alberoni, our inveterate enemy, 
being dismissed, and his Philip IV. 
having acceded to the quadruple 
alliance, I had time to thhik of my 
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pleasure. It was my fiucjr to bui|4 
my palace in ther suburbs, soinewhat 
iu the Turkish or Arabick taste, 
with my four towers, which, I well 
know, wer/B not in any genuine style 
of architecture; but they called tp 
mind a great event. It was the spot 
where^iu 1529, the grand vizier had 
pitched his tent; and I constructed 
my menagerie at Beugebey, exa^ctly 
like the mufti's camp, with towers, 
in which there had been tents for 
prayer. 

The arrangement of my maps, 
plans, and fine editions, which I had 
bought in London, and of the excel- 
lent French, Latinrandltalian work^ 
well bound, afforded me Oftcupatioo, 
as well as my cascades, large Jets 
d*mUf and superb basins. To return 
jto my towers, for which J was ceur 
aured, I replied to those who found 
&ult wjlth them: ^^ I am as well ac<- 
quainted, as you are, with the hvie 
Grecian orders, and also with the 
»even orders of battle of Vegetius. 
I like to have .an order of my own, 
in both sciences, and I have inventr 
^d one." 

A very agreeable moment for me, 
iras' occasioned by a Turkish en^L- 
bassy. The grand signior sent me 
the two finest Arabian horses I 
^ver saw, a scymetar, and a turban, 
with this message: <' The one is a 
S|Fmbol of thy valour, the otjher of 
thy genius and of thy wisdom." I 
lil^e this eastern compliment, and 
distrust those of Christians. 

1722.^^1 bad not much to say, and 
yery little to do. Charles VI. dis- 
played his nu^ificence, at the mar- 
jriage of his niece. I gave entertain- 
ments too, and must confess, that I 
was delighted with my military 
court, and my old comrades. That of 
the emperour was, naturally, more 
illustrious, in point of rank, but not 
in merit. All the most distinguished 

e arsons in the empire were there, 
ut the situation of La Favorita, in 
a street of the suburbs, was not fa- 
vourable, either to diversions or 
dignity. The dresses were all superbj 



but, taking no pleasure in parade of 
that kind, I often wore my uniform, 
and some of the gen^?als followed 
my example. 

I received a great deal of compa- 
ny, at my house, between dinner 
and the play; because, I find that 
more business may be done in a 
drawing room than in a closet. I 
walked about with some foreign 
ministers, or sat down in a comer 
witli one of our own people; and a 
icommunicative air makes others 
talkative. On the other hand, I often 
^ee the reserve of others repel every 
body; and, concealing their medio- 
crity, under the cloak of gravity and 
jdUcretuui^ these gentlemen know 
no one; they Are unacquainted with 
publJLck and private opiuiot); and less 
secret than discreet, they are stran- 
gers tp all that is passing. 'Tis thus 
that sovereigns are often deceived, 
ior want of mi^jcing with society. 

1723.— Charles VI. went to be 
crowned king of Bohemia. More 
pleasures and ceremonies. Chai^les 
had a reserved, Spanish air; and 
took but little pains to Ijavgh, though 
jbe was fond of buffoou^. This is al- 
ways the case, with peqple who are 
not, naturally, cheerful. He was 
good and just, 

Leopold, in my opinion, bad more 
\mderstanding. But Joseph, who pos- 
sessed still more than either, was 
funiable, and would have governed 
in liis own person. I said to him, 
shortly before his death: ^^ Employ, 
sire, none but honest men; but if 
you sometimes find a scoundrel, 
willing to undertake the dirty work 
of intrigues, and not ashamed to 
have his conduct disavowed, make 
use. of such a one, without esteem- 
n^g nim. The honour of states is not 
so ticklish as that of individuals. 
Bad faith and meanness, indepen- 
dently of the abhorrence which they 
excite, are not sound policy". But 
address and dissimulation are al- 
lowable* You do not love France; 
that I think perfectly natural, for, 
though beaten by us at present, she 
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pbssesses more resources than your 
majesty. If we continue successful) 
notwithstanding the change which 
is preparing in England, after you 
have made peace, do not begin again; 
and never threaten any power, till 
you are ready to strike. A young 
and ambitious monarch at the head 
of that, would conquer the world. 
Fortunately, when Louis XIV. was 
young, he speedily returned to Ver- 
sailles, to dahce I'amiabie vainqueury 
and to hear an opera by his pane- 
gyrist, Quinault; and, at present, he 
has not long to live.'* Though Jo- 
seph was not a bigot, like his suc- 
■cessour, he would never have dc- 
celTod the share holders of the com- 
pany of Ostend; and, with his mag- 
nanimous character, he would not 
' have crouched, like him, to the 
maritime powers. He, one day, said 
to me; « Had I been in my father's 
place, I should not have run away 
to Lintx, when you entered into our 
service. I would not have suffered 
myself to be shut up in Vienna; but 
would have acted as aid de camp to 
the duke of Lon^ine, at the battle 
of Vienna. I know what courtiers 
are. I saw enough of them at the 
siege of Landau. They pretend to 
tremble for ud; and it is for them* 
selves they tremble all the while.'* 
The severe and frigid Leopold was 
not fond of Joseph. He was more 
partial to Charles, his younger bro- 
ther, who was less petulent, and 
more of a Spaniard in every respect, 
and could not forgive his love of 
pleasure, and his bursts of passion. 
It is true, he was once guilty of 
great indecorum, in beating, in his 
presence, and that of a large com- 
pany, at a publick entertsdnment, 
one of his people, who did not pay 
proper attention to him. 

1724.— I applied myself a good 
deal to internal affairs. I said to the 
ministers: << Cannot you disband this 
host of underlings, who prevent the 
money from reaching the pocket of 
the sovereign ? Contrive a tax, pro- 
portionate to the income or earnings 



of each individual; provide habita- 
tions for paupers, and set them to 
work; consult the English, the 
Dutch, the bankers, for a good sys- 
tem of finance and manufactures^ 
invite Flemings, to improve our 
agriculture; bring our heaths into 
cultivation, by means of the monks 
or the soldiers, for whom villages 
might be built on them; borrow of 
the clergy, at two per cent, dig a 
bed for the river Wicn, to carry ofT 
the filth of the esplanade, which in- 
fects the city, and construct a fine 
quay, planted with four alleys of 
plantain trees, or acacias; join the 
rivers by camiis; cause the roads t9 
be repaired by the proprietors of the 
adjacent lands, without ruining the 
government by constructing them; 
double our population by the Hu- 
guenots of France, and the emi* 
grants from the empire, who arc ill 
used by their petty tyrants of sove- 
reigns ? 

I said to our generals: " Cannot 
you, to spare the emperour*s sub- 
jects, raise regiments of Turks^ 
Poles, Prussians, Saxons, and Ita- 
lians, ,by inducing them to desert^ 
and enlisting deserters; i^se a 
Hungarian, Austrian, Bohemian^ and 
Walloon army, with none but offi- 
cers of their respective nations, tm 
keep alive emulation ? Give fiir« 
loughs to pative subjects; keep up 
strong garrisons at Vienna, Pres-? 
burgh, Olmutz, Gratz, Lintz, Brus<^ 
selsf Luxemburgh, and Milan; form 
an intrenched camp on each fron- 
tier, since fortresses are too expen- 
sive; and encourage the breeding of 
horses, that money may not be car^ 
ried out of the country V 

Report has given, a mistress to 
Charles VI. as to any other personi^ 
the Spanish Altheim, though she 
was no more his mistress, than the 
Italian lady was mine formerly, or 
than Bathiany is now. But, as his 
friend, I said to her: (« Cannot you 
persuade the emperour to gain the 
love of the electors and first princes 
of the empire; to draw them to Vi- 
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cnna by magnificent /^^m; to give 
them the order of the fleece, or 
some other to their ministers, or co- 
lours to their bastards, and pensions, 
or handsome recruiting officers, to 
their mistresses ?" 

To the emperour, I said: " Pre- 
vent the Prussians, sire, from ri- 
sing; the Russians, from forming and 
acquainting themselves with our af*- 
fairs; and the French, from gaining 
the preponderance. Your monarchy 
is rather straggling; but, for that 
very reason, it adjoins the north, 
the soutli, and the east. It is, more- 
over, in the centre of Europe, to 
■which your majesty ouglit to give 
law/' 

1726«*— .After having been a sol- 
dier, minister, grand vizier, finan- 
cier, postilion, negotiator, I was at 
last made a merchant. I established 
the Ostend company, which the 
gold and jealousy of the maritime 
powers, caused afterwards to be 
suppressed; and another at Vienna, 
to traffick, exix)rt, an^/^vigate, 
upon the Danube and Adriatick sea, 
where I converted Trieste into a 
port, capable of containing two 
sc^uadrons of men of war, to escort 
and protect the merchant vessels; 
I directed other small ports, or at 
l«ast shelters, to be formed in the 
gulph of Venice, the advantages of 
which were acknowledged by the 
whole monarchy. 

1797.— .1 spent the whole year in 
consulting merchants, bankers, and 
mien of business; in drawing them 
over from foreign countries; in 
writing to England and Holland, for 
the purpose of establishing good 
commercial houses at Ostend and 
Antwerp; and to Spain, Italy, and 
even Turkey, with a view to esta- 
blish others at Trieste and Vienna. 
This interested, amused, and occu- 
pied me exceedingly. I frustrated 
the miserable plans of our minis- 
ters of finance, who had never stu- 
died or travelled. I occasioned the 
settlement among us of consuls, a 
kii)4 ©f people, to whom we, alone, 



were before strangers. I formed 
studs in Hungary and Bohemia, for 
breeding horses, that money might . 
not be sent out of the country. And 
I can affirm, that the emperour'^ 
affairs never went on so well, and 
perhaps never will again, a» they 
did during these ten years. 

1729.-^To complete my work (at 
Trieste) I had to battle a good deal 
with the too-righteous catholicks 
and large wigs of this country. The 
Jesuits are indulgent, when you 
know how to manage them. They 
were very useful to me, in procuring 
a cessation of the persecutions prac- 
tised upon the protestants in my 
fleet, who were forbidden the exer- 
cise of their religion. The* only sai- 
lors left me, were those who had 
none at all, or hypocrites. This was 
still worse; for how could I trust 
these two classes of people, who had 
no fear of God, but only feared the 
emperour ? The honest Swedish, 
Danish, Hamburgh, and Lubeck sai- 
lors, arid merchants, returned or re- 
mained. Thanks to a couple of pro- 
testant ministers, whom I kept on 
board of our ships. 

1730.— At length I enjoyed the 
pleasure of having the first fair at 
Trieste; and, after some labour upon 
the finances, to find money enough 
to raise 36,000 men, with whom the 
emperour resolved to augment his 
army. He was right to hold himself 
in readiness for all events. 'Tis the 
way to preserve peace. But I thought 
I could perceive, that certain in- 
triguers, for their own private inte- 
rest, or certain zealous, but shallow 
persons, would not be displeased to 
pixvduce a rupture, on the first op* 
portunity. The French are clever in 
discovering what passes; and, by 
these means, are always in a better 
condition than others. 

1732.— The court of Versailles, 
for example, was not duped by the 
journey to Carlsbad, whither I ac- 
companied the emperour, who gave 
out, that he was going for the benefit 
of the waters. It is obvious, tha:t 
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sonic interview was in contempla- 
tion. The king of Prussia was wait- 
ing fgr us at Prague; and the mo* 
ment I had dressed myself, tp pay 
my respects to him, who. should 
enter but his majesty. "No cere-r 
mony," said he to me, " I am com^ 
to chat with my master." He wa^ a 



tu$ HI. in Bpite of France, who was 

desirous of again setting Stanislaus 
upon the throne. A great conference 
at coui:t; scarcely any division of 
opinion. That for making war, be- 
longs, principally, to those who take 
no part in war; as the ministers, the 
priests, the women, and the loungers 



Charles XII. of peace; he dreamt of of a great city. I said, one day, in a 
nothing but military matters; but company where they were clamour- 



tiiese were only parades, exerciseS} 
«hort coats, little hats, and tall men. 
I was obliged to hear him talk on 
all these subjects, of the fine order 
of his troops, and of his economy. 
Here I took him up, and advised 
him to amass plenty of money, and 
plenty of men, to defend us, if we 
were attacked; for my system, as 
may be perceived, was not to make 
war, but to create a barrier agabst 
France, in order to take from her ail 
inclination to attack us. Preferring 
friends to.alUes, who are often trou? 
blesome, and a kind of tutors, I only 
engaged him not to declare against 
us; knowing his avarice, 1 was appre- 
hensive, lest we should not prevail 
90 far. I persuaded Charles VI. to 
descend a step from his Spanish 
haughtiness, and, at least, to give 
him a friendly reception. He gave 
him a handsome entertjunment, 
which cost a good deal of money. I 
prevailed upon all the Bohemian 
nobility to pay the highest honour 
smd respect to the king. He would 
have preferred a reiview to a ball, 
but that was npt our forte. I was so 
Wpll satisfied with the higher tac- 
ticksj as to cane nothing about 

wheeling to the right and left, and jn^ke this reflection, and send us no 
^he Jiandlinff of arms. The contrast assistance ? The Russians are top 
of the dignity and magnificence of, distant to afford any; and, before 
pur emperour, in a mantle of gold, they arrive, the jempire and Itajy 



ing on the subject: "I wish th^t 
your excellencies? and you ladies^ 
were each obliged, by the empe- 
rour, to pay 4000 ducats; and that 
you, fine gentlemen, had to march 
immediately, with muskets on your 
shoulders," This reminds me of two 
lines, which 1 read some time agp* 
I know nut wliere: 

Kt pour iin soiifHet (i^ii nc se battrait pas, 
A la mort fait couiir pour Tlionneup deff 

At length, it was asserted, that 
the so-calied honour of tlie state was 
compromised, if we did not jgo to 
war. " I recognise it not," said I to 
the ministers, " except when it v^ 
supported by powerful means: those 
of France never were so strong a« 
at present. Her finances are in the 
best possible state, in consequence 
of twenty years of peace. We have 
had scarpely ten, siiice the peace g£ 
Westphalia; that is to say, for a 
period of near eighty years. Her ad- 
ministration is wise,^' I would not 
roundly declare that ours was not; 
but I hinted as much. *' What hav* 
we to do witii a war, so fore^a to 
thp Germanick body, which will 



with his royal corporal, was very 
^musing. He returned to Potzdami 
^nd we to Vienna. 

1733. — It was about this time that 
I clearly perceived the diminution 
pf my influence. The king of Poland 
died in the month of February. Rus- 
sia proposed to assist us, in secur- 
ing the election of his son, Augus- 



will be overrun. Recollect the ver* 
satility of England, i» my better 
ciays. She is ever ready to begin 
again. A mercantile policy is al- 
ways to be heard at the doors of 
parliament. The Englishmar^ just, 
poble, upright, and generous, on hiyi 
private account, is the contrary in 
behalf of his country. Tis a land of 
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contradiction, whose constitution the 
ocean alone supports; as bad faith 
in speeches, and a desire to shine, 
support the opposition. 

*' The haughtiness and unskilful- 
ness often manifested by the empe- 
rour's enroys at foreign courts, fre- 
quently cause them to slip away 
from him, and render it impossible 
toi reckon upon any thing; and, not- 
withstanding my conversations with 
Liiria and Robinson, I would lay a 
wager, that Spain will declare for 
France, and England will remain 
neuter." 

Good as were the reasons which 
I alleged, to prove that France 
would be very glad to find a pretext 
for a war with us, and bad as were 
those that were employed to refute 
Ihem, the latter, nevertheless, pre- 
vailed. It was, perhaps, supposed, 
that I should refuse the command 
of the army, which was offered me 
out of compliment; but this was a 
mistake, for I accepted it. For my 
own part, indivixiually, I am fond of 
war; and, in this, I wished to meet 
the fate of Turenne. 

Before I had time to assemble 
the army, the command of which, 
till my arrival, was given to the 
doke of Bevem; and, while I was 
making all my arrangements with 
the council of war, what I had fore- 
seen, happened. On the 28th Octo- 
ber, the French had taken the for- 
tress of Kehl, levied contributions 
throughout the whole empire, and 
overrun the Milanese. SaI^dinia and 
Spain had declared against us. In 
vain I represented to the empire, 
till I was tired, that the aggression 
of France ought to make it declare 
In our favour. Three electors pro- 
tested against such declaration, al- 
leging, that this invasion concerned 
only the head of the empire; that it 
was only a passage through, for the 
purpose of attacking Austria, and 
that Franee had promised to restore 
all she had taken, as soon as the 
emperour should dissolve fiis con- 
nexion with the elector of Saxony. 

1734.*— I arrived on the 25th of 



April at Heilbron. On the srth I re- 
viewed the army a few leagues from 
Philipsburg. I still shed tears of joy, 
tenderness, and gratitude, whenever 
1 recollect how I was received with 
repeated shouts of « long live our 
father \" and thousands of hats 
thrown into the air. The old'compa- 
nions of my campaigns in Hungaiy, 
Italy, Flanders, and Bavaria, crowd- 
ed to embrace the tops of my boots; 
they surrounded me, embraced my 
horse, and even pulled me down 
with their caresses. This moment 
was certainly the most delicious of 
my life; but it was embittered by 
the reflfection that I had only 35,000 
men, that the enemy had 80,000, 
and announced his determination to 
march to Vienna. I conducted them 
into the lines of Ettlingen; but these 
were calctilated for 100,000 men, 
and I had no inclination to repeat 
the affair of Denain. I abandoned 
them, but I made so many marches 
and counteniiarches, and played off 
so many stratagems, that I prevent- 
ed Berwick from penetrating inte 
the interiourofthe country. He had 
nothing else to do than to lay siege 
to Philipsburg. This was what I 
wanted, in order to gain time. His- 
bead was there carried off by a can«^ 
non-ball, eight days after the open- 
ing of the trenches. I was envious 
on this occasion, and it was for the 
first time in my life. I was disap- 
pointed in this plan, as well as in 
that of attacking the French in their 
lines. I thought I had discovered a 
place badly fortified, and with a small 
qirantity of artillery; they had ne- 
glected it because it was covered by 
a morass which I had been told was 
passable, but which I found it im^ 
possible to get across, for 1 went 
myself to reconnoitre it: one cannot 
implicitly rely on any report. This 
haCs been my practice all my life; I 
have found the benefit of it, as well 
as of constantly having a pencil in 
my pocket, to write down, in an offi- 
cer's tablets, the order which I give 
him to carry. 
I had received some Hessian, Ha- 
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noveriaii) and Prussian I'eenforce- 
ments: among whom I distinguished 
the prince royal,* who appeared a 
young man of infinite promise.— 
D'Asfeld has surpassed himself. 
Never did I sec any thing so strong; 
for instance, his ditches, or troua dea 
loufia^ were conical, and superiour 
to those of Conde at Arras: it was 
from this reconnoitering that I form- 
ed my opinion of the young prince 
whom I have just mentioned. When 
I resolved to fight, I neyer assem- 
bled a council of war; but this time 
I was sure that every one would be 
of my opinion. I determined to cross 
the Rhine, and to recross it higher 
up to attack D'Asfeld. For this 
service I had destined 3000 cavalry 
and 10,000 Swiss. 

This devil of a fellow had all his 
wits about him, and at length took 
Philipsburg, in spite of my cannon- 
ade of his camp, in which I acted 
the grand vizier of Belgrade, for my 
batteries and parapets were elevated 
.to fire down upon it, and the water, 
besides, was still more terrible than 
;the fire. I relied more upon the ef- 
fect of the one than of the other. 
;But what a nation 1. capable of eve- 
ay Xhing. Richelieu, whom I had 
J^nown a Sybarite so delicate and 
.voluptuous, the young courtiers, the 
Duras, and the La Vallieres, were 
metamorphosed. They only want a 
leader. D'Asfeld was a rigid Spar- 
tan, and set a good example; and be- 
fore him Berwick held them in awe. 
They threw up trenches in boats, 
and endured every hardship with 
unequallcfd patience. I never had 
any, for my part, under mental suf- 
ferings. The first that had attacked 
the other would have been beaten, 
and had tliat been my lot, the French 
might have gone to Vienna, for 
there was no fortified place on the 
way, or upon the flanks: and the 
elector of Bavaria, who had subject 
of complaint, only waited for this to 
delare against Austria, whose 
haughtiness of awkwardness made it 



friends no wherc.^ We should have 
lost the few we had. There was no 
Sobieski to save the capital; I should 
have retired within the lines which 
I constructed in 1705; but mean- 
while Te Deum would have been 
sung at Versailles, and in the cha- 
pels of some of my enemies at Vi- 
eiuia. People there at length became 
sensible of the justice of my reasons 
against the war, for they then per- 
ceived the inferiority of our means 
with which the barkers and fire- 
brands of society cannot be acquaint- 
ed. 

Philipsburg being taken, I retired 
to my old camp at Bruchsal. D'As- 
feld would have laid siege to Mentz, 
but this intention I obliged him to 
relinquish, for I hastened to cover 
that place. My marches, to prevent 
the French from penetrating into 
Swabia by the Black Forest, have, 
it seems, been sufficiently extolled. 
I covered Wirtemberg, and they 
found me every where except in a 
field of battle: for really I could not 
fight. Moie fatigued than we, but 
able to refresh themselves whenever 
they pleasqd, they entered into win- 
ter-quarters; and I, innocent in my 
own eyes, deserving neither the 
praise nor the censure with which 
I am honoured, satisfied with a kind 
of petty, passive glory, set out for 
Vienna. 

I had left my nephew, the only 
remaining shoot of my branch of 
Savoy, sick at Mannheim: he died of 
a fever, as I have been told; but I 
suspect of something else. 'Tis a pi- 
ty; he possessed understanding and 
courage. Though only twenty years 
of age, he was a major-general, but 
too much of a libertine. I allow a 
man to be a little disposed that way. 
I love the indiscreet, and detest 
Catos; they scarcely ever stand fire 
well: but my little Eugene was fond 
of bad company and bad friends; 
and these are enough to ruin any 
body. 

At the end of April I set off for 



• Afterwards the gjceat Frederick. 
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Heilbron, and took up my excellent 
camp at Bruchsal, as I had done the 
year before; but as tlie enemy was 
much stronger, I had nothing to do 
but to cover all the places and the 
country on this side of the Rhine. 

In order to render the possession 
of Philipsburg useless to him, I 
turned the course of three small ri- 
vers, which, instead of discharging 
themselves into the Rhine, produced 
me a superb inundation from that 
fortress to Ettlingen, the lirieiB of 
which thus covered, were unassJaila- 
ble. 

Had I been able to leave them, 
having no longer to do with D'As- 
feld, who had been succeeded by 
Coigny, I should have finished my 
military career better than by the 
same passive kind of glory as the 
preceding year. I gave it some de- 
gree of activity by taking Trarbach, 
and delivering the electorate of 
Treves. Seeing that there was no- 
thing more to be done, nothing to 
be gained, and much to be lost, as 
I had told Charles VI. fifty times, I 
was very glad at first to be recalled 
to Vienna, though I shrewdly sus- 
pected that this was my last cam- 
paign. It would be difficult for me 
to express what I felt on taking leave 
of my army. It was a painful scene 
I assure you. An old soldier only 
can know what it is to bid a last 
farewell to such brave fellows, 
whom he has so often led to death, 
which I was desirous of meeting in 
so happy, speedy, and glorious a 
manner: 'tis the only favour that 
God has refused me. With tears in 
my eyes I resigned the command to 
the duke of Wiirtemberg; and on 
my arrival at Vienna I luckily found 
La Baume, the agent sent by car- 
dinal Fleury, to make very reasona* 
ble proposals. France had been ra- 
ther humbled in Poland. Her gari'i- 
son of 15,000 men had surrendered 
at Dantzick, and the father-in-law of 
Louis XV. had withdrawn himself, 
nobody knew whither. The Russians 
and Augustus III. triumphed, i& 
V«L. V. 2 c 



might be expected; and I, taking 
advantage of the desire of Charles 
VI. to restore the extinguished 
house of Austria, by marrying liis 
daughter Maria Theresa to prince 
Francis of Lorraine, we soon came 
to an understanding, and the preli- 
minaries were signed. 

—Now I have nearly witfadi^awn 
from publick life. I play at picquet 
every evening at Madame de Bathi- 
any's with Taroca, Windischgratz, 
and Tessin, the Swedish ambas- 
sadour. It is rather for the sake of 
conversation. People are more talka- 
tive when they dp not say let u» taik, 
and round a card -table they are 
more at their ease; otherwise games 
of commerce are extinguishers of 
society. In war, I prefer games of 
chance. At my head-quarters, those 
who won were put into high spirits, 
and those who lost fought better: 
*tis soon over, and time is more va- 
luable than money. I am fond of the 
company of young people; they are 
more pure, not having been corruptr 
cd by intrigue. I often see the com- 
mander Zinzendorf, a man of enlar- 
ged understanding, and of the world; 
and Frederick Harrach, who adds 
to these qualities, considerable ta- 
lents for business. I foresee that he 
will be raised to important posts, 
as will, in war, Dhaun and Brown. 
The first possesses most merit; the 
second will have boldness; and the 
last, superiour talents for discipline 
and the essential details, without 
being trifling. Joseph Wenzl Lich* 
tenstein is likewise a bfave general,, 
a good citizen, and a genuine nobl^^ 
irfan. Seckendorf and Schmet^ii, 
with military qualities, depen^ ra- 
^er too much on circumstances. 

Young Cobent2l, a man of great 
intelligence, often visits atXiadame 
de Bathiany's. He one My said to 
her: « It is generally befieved, ma* 
dam? that you have n^rried prince 
Eugene." « I love him much top 
well for that," repli/d she; " I would 
rather have a bs^ reputation, than 
take away his." / 
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« If you were not religious, and I 
was five-and-twenty, what would be 
the consequence l" said I one day 
to Madame dc Bathiany. « Nothing," 
repUed she, " things would be just 
as they arc. I am religious, in the 
first place, because I love God, and 
because I believe and put my trust 
in him; in the next place, because 
this is the safe-guard of my peace, 
which comes to the aid of my wound- 
cd self-love, if 1 were to be forsa- 
ken; and then, that I may be able to 
scoff at women who have lovers. I 
am religious, because I have neither 
fear, nor hope, nor desire, in this 
life; and because the good which J 
do for the poor, from humanity, is 
of benefit to my soul. I am religious, 
because the wicked fear mcj and are 
disgusting to me. I am religious, 
that 1 may not have occasion to be 
continually watchful of my reputa- 
tion; women who are not, dare not 
say or do any thing: they are like 
thieves who think themselves pur- 
sued by the police wherever they 
go. But I detest those who assume 
the masjt of piety, or are religious 
only on account of the immortality 
of the soul. Were mine to perish 
with me, I would nevevthejess en- 
deavour to be virtuous as I do at 
present. It is hot so much for fear 
oi God, as out of gratitude for hi&i 
favours, and love to him, that I am 
religious, without publickly pro- 
claiming it like those ladies who 
make a trade of the thing to please 
the CQurt, rather than to please hea- 
ven," 

I have been happy in this life, and 
I \vish to be so in tl|e other. There 
^xt, pld dragoons who will pray tq 
heavijn for me, and Ihave more faith 
in theif prayers than in those of all 
the old \vonien of the court and of 
the city'^lergy. The fine musick, 
yrhether slipple or more obstrepe- 
rous, of the ^ivine service, delights 
ine. The one }ias something reli- 
gious, which %wes the soul; the 
pther reminds n>^, by the flourishes 
of trumpets and kettledrums, which 



have so often led my soldiers to 
victory, of the God of hosts who has 
blessed our arms. I have scarcely had 
time to sin; but I have set a bad 
example, perhaps, without knowing 
it, by my negligence of the foi^ms 
of religion, in which I have, howe- 
ver, invariably believed. I have some- 
times spoken evil of people, but on- 
ly when I thought myself obliged to 
do so; and have said: Such a one 
is a coward, and such a one a scoun* 
drel. I have sometimes given way 
to passion; but who could help 
swearing to see a general or a regi- 
ment that did not do their duty, or 
an adjutant who did not understand 
you I I have been too careless as a 
soldier, and lived like a philosopher. 
I wish to die as a Christian. I never 
liked swaggerers either in war or iji 
religion, and it is, perhaps, from ha^ 
ving seen ridiculous impieties like 
those of certain Frenchmen on the 
one hand, and Spanish bigotries on 
the otlier, that I have always kept 
myself aloof from both. I have so of- 
ten beheld death near at hand, that 
I had become familiar with him. 
But now it is no longer the same 
thing. Then I sought him, now I 
wait for him; and meanwhile I live 
in peace. I look upon the past as a 
pleasing dream. I go to court only 
on gala days, and to the theatre 
when there is an Italian opera, se- 
rious or comick, or a fine ballet. If 
we had a French company, I would 
go to see Athalicy Esther and Polye* 
ucte, \ am delighted with the elo- 
quence of the pulpit. When Bour- 
daloue inspires me with terrour, 
Massillqn fills me with hofie. We 
were borp in the same year, and I 
knew him on his entrance into the 
world— a perfectly amiable man, 
Bossuet astonishes-^Fenelon affects 
me. I saM^ them also in my youth; 
and Marlborough and I paid the 
latter all possible honours when we 
took Cambrai. I have forgotten the 
epigrams of HiU9se^u, and even his 
ode for me; but I read his psalms, 
^d hymn^ over ai;id over again* I 
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«tiU retain my memory, as it appears; 
and I think I have forgotten nothing 
except my enemies in this country, 
whom I forgive with all my heart. 
A foreigner, and successful! — This 
ittras too much for them. My health 
is very good, considering my age of 
aeventy-two years, the fatigues of I 
know not how many campaigns, and 
the effects of I can't tell how many 
wounds. The chevalier Carelli, my 
physician and friend, furnishes me 
with a sure remedy for curing what 
he calls the radical humidity, which 
be says is somewhat wasted. I have 
. yet many things to do for the em- 
bellishment of my gardens and pa- 
lace; for instance, I mean to buy all 
the ground in front of that in which 
1 live, and at which I have employ- 
ed 1500 workmen (because it was 
a time of dearth, and this was bene- 
ficial to the city of Vienna) to form 
a fine square, with a splendid foun- 
tain in the middle. If I should live 
a little longer, I shall not fail to write 
down whatever 1 recollect, and what 
comes into my head, which is still 
pretty strong, though, to annoy me, 
people have asserted that my facul- 
ties were considerably decayed. It 



was once strong enough to prevent 
me from dying of vexation, as my 
friend, prince Louis of Baden did 
about thirty years ago. I Shrugged 
my shoulders at it, and kept on my 
usual course. For instance, if I were 
to interfere in publick affairs,! would 
say to the emperour: " Take all pos- 
sible precautions respecting your 
succession; it will be involvecA in 
dreadful confusion. Two or three 
powers will lay claim to it. Prevent 
all this in your life-time. Here is an 
occasion for driving about as I did 
in my time to Munich, Berlin, Lon- 
don, the Hague," 8cc. The army and 
artillery are neglected. We shall 
not be capable of resistance, unless 
we contrive to prevent all that is 
likely to happen; and unless, above 
all things, on the death of Charles 
VI. we refuse to go to war with the 
Turks. I wish prosperity to the 
house of Austria, and hope that it 
will extricate itself from this em- 
barrassment. I have written enough 
to day, and will now mount my 
horse to go and look at a lion which 
has just arrived at my menagerie, 
on the road to Schweikelt. » ♦ * 



EXCURSION OP THE BRITISH AERONAUTS, SADLER AND CLAYFIELD. 



. ON Monday, September 24, about 
40 minutes past one, Mr. Sadler, of 
Oxford, and Mr. Clay field, of Castle- 
street, Bristol, ascended in an air- 
balloon from a field near Bristol, 
and after twice crossing the Bristol 
channel, from England to Wales, 
and from Wales to .England, and 
going the distance of 150 miles, 
came down on the Bristol channel, 
three miles off the Valley of Rocks, 
at 20 minutes past four, in sight of 
a great number of people. A boat 
put off immediately from Lymouth, 
and at 20 minutes past five, the boat 
got to the balloon, ^d brought Mr. 
Sadler and Mr. Clayfield safe on 
shores with the ballpon, at the Val- 



ley of Rocks, Linton, in Devonshire, 
to the great joy of the spectators. 
The apparatus for performing the 
process of filling, consisted of two 
large vessels, containing upwards of 
1500 gallons each, into which there 
were introduced 2 1-2 tons of iron 
filings and water; the sulphurick 
acid was afterwards conveyed by a 
leaden syphon into the vessel, and 
from thence the gas was conveyed, 
by means of two large tubes, termi- 
nating in nine other pipes in each 
vessel, which passed through caus- 
. tick potash and water, into the bal- 
loon, by a large silk conductor, pre- 
pared for the purpose. The following 
account has been published:—^' Mr. 
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Sadler (being his sixteenth time of 
ascension) accompanied by Mr. 
William Clayfield, entered the car 
at about twenty minutca after one 
o'clock^ the wind blowing fresh from 
■orth east^ and commenced one of 
the most daring enterprises ever 
undertaken by any aerial voyager. 
Mr. Sadler was well aware of the 
consequence of the wind continuing 
to blow from the quarter in which 
it was at the lime of ascension; for 
if they escaped being blown into the 
western ocean, they would have been 
compelled to traverse great part of 
the channel, with every probability 
of descending at a distance from the 
shore; but his zeal to gratify the 
publick curiosity, whicl^ had been 
greatly excited, surmounted every 
obstacle, and determined him to 
make the attempt. The ascent of 
the balloon was rapid, and yet so 
still, that all sense of motion was 
lost to the aeronauts. The balloon, 
about half a mile high, entered a 
thick black cloud, when Bristol and 
its neighbourhood were no longer 
visible. The cloud did not the least 
incommode them. From the rapid 
ascent, the cloud was soon passed 
through, when the grandeur and 
sublimity of the view, exceeded the 
power of description. On looking 
back on the cloud from which the 
aeronauts had emerged, the most 
beautiful appearance exhibited itself. 
The shadow of the balloon was ob- 
served in its centre, surrounded with 
a most beautiful halo (circular rain- 
bow). The balloon still ascended ra- 
pidly, and soon entered a second 
cloud. At two o'clock the thermo- 
meter was at 47. Passing over the 
river, nearly perpendicular with 
lady Smyth's, at Redcliff, the pa- 
jachute was launched, with a cat in 
a basket attached to it, which de- 
sccjnded rapidly for a considerable 
lime before it expanded, when its 
mcrtion was slow and peculiarly, 
t^raceful. At a quarter past two 
o'clock, perpendicular with Wood- 
spring, on the Somerset coast, near 



Clevdeon, left England, and passed 
over the channel. At mid-channelf 
opened the valve, and nearing Car- 
diff, about twenty-five minutes past 
two o'clock, the thermometer SSj 
descended so low as to hear the 
shouts of the people and the break- 
ers between Barry and SciUy islands. 
Fearing the main land could not be 
reached, and a current of air impel- 
ling the balloon towards the sea, 
more ballast was thrown out, in do- 
ing which Mr. Sadler lost his hat. 
At half past two the balloon was 
about mid-channel, and continued 
descending till forty minutes past 
two o'clock, when it was perpendi- 
cular with the Flat Holmes; the 
light-house very visible. Still conti- 
nuing to descend most rapidly to- 
wards the sea, a quantity of sand 
was shaken from one of the bags: 
but the balloon "continuing rapidly to 
descend, several other bags were 
thrown over, which instantaneously 
caused an ascent so rapid, as te 
bring the balloon in contact with the 
sand from the first mentioned bagi 
which fell into the car in a profuse 
shower. The balloon continued- to 
ascend until about forty minutes past 
three o'clock, when it approached 
the Devon coast, the Bideford and 
Barnstaple rivers being very easily 
distinguished. The thermometer 
now at 27. At fifty minutes past 
three, off Linton, a small town on 
the coast of Devon, • between Ilfra- 
combe and Porlock. After having 
crossed the Bristol channel twice, 
at ten minutes past four o'clock, 
being desirous of reaching the coast, 
threw out every thing that could be 
parted with, including- a great coat, 
a valuable barometer, a thermome- 
ter, a speaking trumpet, the grap- 
pling-iron, and even part of the intc- 
riour covering of the car, in the 
hope of reaching the main land about 
Barnstaple; but, owing to the ex- 
haustion of ^e gas, tlie ballocm 
would not rise'**sufficiently to clear 
the high cliffs of Watermouth, near 
Conibe-Martin. The balloon still 
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descending^ and seeing.no prospect 
but of contending with the sea, the 
aeronauts put on their life-preser- 
vers.. A few minutes afterwards, the 
^ar, with violent agitation, came in 
contact with the waves, about four 
miles from the shore." At this cri- 
tical moment, their perilous situa- 
tion was descried from the cliffs of 
Lymouth, by Mr. Sanford, of Nine* 
head, Mr. Rowe, and some other 
gentlemen, whose zealous and well- 
directed efforts, did them great cre- 
dit. They sent out a well-manned 
boat to their immediate assistance, 
which, when first discovered by the 
aeronauts, appeared about the size 
of a bird floating on the water. The 
car, nearly filled with water (the 
aeronauts being up to their knees) 
was dragged along, the balloon 
skimming the surface, and acting as 
a sail, when the cords/of the balloon 
pointed out that they were drifting 
very rapidly from shore up channel. 
After being in this state a full hour, 
the water increasing very fast, the 
boat approached; when every effort 
was made to secure and exhaust the 
balloon. Here, a point of honour was 
disputed between the two aeronauts, 
which should quit the car first; it 
being then in a sinking state; but 



Mr. Sadler insisting that Mr. Clay- 
field should first leave the car, it 
was agreed to, under the impressioA 
that Mr. Sadler had more experi-r 
ence in securing the balloon, which 
^ook nearly two hours to accomplish;^ 
when Mr. Sadler stepped into the 
boat. About nine o'clock at night,, 
the party, unable, from the rough- 
ness of the beach, to walk without 
assistance, arrived at the pier of 
Lymouth, a small romantick sea- 
port, under Linton, where refresh^ 
ments were most hospitably suppli- 
ed, and they were enabled to reach 
the town of Linton, on the top of the 
hill. Congratulations accompanied 
the aeronauts through every town on 
their way to Bristol, where they arri- 
ved about 12 o'clock on Wednesday 
26th, to the great satisfaction, and 
amidst the heart-felt cheerings of 
the citizens of Bristol; after having 
passed over, in their aerial flight* 
upwards of eighty miles of wateri 
and about twenty miles of land. 
The barometer having met with an 
sjiccident, which rendered it useless^ 
no accurate account of the height to 
which the. balloon ascended, could 
be taken; but the aeronauts conceive 
that they, must have risen full tw9 
miles and a half. 



[from Clarke's travels in russia, Ecc] 
THE SUROKE OR MARMOT, THE BIROKE, AND THE SU3LICKS, 



AMONG the innumerable inhabi- 
tants of the immense plains of the 
territory of the Don Cossacks, is an 
animal, which the natives call aU' 
rokey the marmot of the Alps. I 
have seen Savoyards at Paris, lead- 
• ing them about for show. They 
grow here to the size of a large 
badger; and so much resemble the 
bear, in their manner and appear- 
ance, that, until we became acquaint- 
ed with the true history of the su- 
roke^ we considered it as a nonde- 
script animal, and called it uraa mi* 



nima subterranea. Such mistakes 
are not uncommon in zoology; natn* 
ralists frequently add to the no- 
menclature of animals, by superflu- 
ous appellations. A beautiful little 
quadruped, called jerboa^ in Egypt, 
has been described, in other coun- 
tries, as a distinct animal, under the 
various names oi ?nu8 jaculusy subter- 
ra?i€0U8 hare^ vaultmg rat^ leafier^ 
&c. 8cc. but it is the same creature 
every where, and bears to the kan- 
garoo the degree of relationship, 
which a lizard has to the crocodile, i 
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shall describe it more minutely here- 
after. Our present business is with 
the surokcj which is seen in all parts 
of the steppes, sitting ecect, near its 
burrow, on the slightest alann, 
whistling very loud, and observing 
all around. It makes such extensive 
subterraneous chambers, that the 
ground is perforated in all direc- 
tions, and the land destroyed, wher- 
ever the animal is found. Its colour 
is a grayish brown. It has five fin- 
gers upon each of its paws, which 
very much resemble human hands, 
and are used after the same manner. 
The mouth, teeth, and head, are 
like those of the squirrel; but the 
ears are shorter. Its fine eyes are 
round, full, dark, and bright; the 
tail is short;, the belly generally pro- 
tuberant, and very large. It devours 
whatever it finds, with the greatest 
Toracity; and remains in a state of 
loi'por half the time of its existence. 
Many of the peasants keep these 
creatures tame in their houses. We 
purchased no less than four, which 
lived, and travelled with us, in our 
carriage, and gave us an opportunity 
to study their natural history. They 
were always playing or sleeping; 
beneath our feet, to the great annoy- 
ance of our little pug dog, who felt 
much insulted by the liberties they 
took with him. The peasants, uni- 
versally, gave them the name of 
ivatski. They assured me, they al- 
ways lost them in the month of Sep- 
tember, and that they did not make 
their reappearance until the begin- 
ning of April. They either descend- 
ed into a burrow, or concealed 
themselves in some place, where 
they might remain least liable to 
observation, and there slept during 
the whole winter. To awaken them 
during that season, materially in- 
jures their health, and sometimes 
kills them. They are most destruc- 
tive animals, for they will gnaw 
every thhig which falls into their 
way; as shoes, boots, wooden plank s^ 
and all kinds of roots, fruit, and ve- 
getables. They made sad havock 



with the lining of our carrii^e, vhich 
was of leather. As soon as they have 
done eating, they become so som- 
nolent, as even to fall asleep in your 
hands, in any posture or situatiooi 
or under any circumstance of jolt- 
ing, noise, or motion. While awake 
they are very active, and surpass 
every otlier animal in the quickness 
with which they will bury themselves 
in the eartli. They resemble guinea 
pigs in making a grunting noise; 
and whenever surprised, or much 
pleased, or in any degree frightei> 
ed, they utter loud and short squeaksj 
which have the tone of a person 
whistling. 

Having mentioned our little pu^ 
dog, it may be well to say some^ 
thing of the importance of its pre- 
sence with us, for the advantage of 
other travellers. The precaution was 
first recommended to us by a Polish 
traveller in Denmark. Any small 
dog (the more diminutive the bet- 
ter; because the more portable, and 
generally the more petulant) will 
prove a valuable guardian, in coun- 
tries where the traveller is liable to 
attacks from midnight robbers, and 
especially from pirates by water, as 
in the Archipelago. They generally 
sleep during the day, and sound 
their shrill alarum, upon the most 
distant approach of danger, during 
the night. I recollect an instance (^ 
one, who enabled a party of mari- 
ners to steer clear of some fallows, 
by bai'king at a buoy, which, in the 
darkness of tlie night, they had not 
perceived. The instances in which 
our little dog was useful, it is need- 
less to relate. But it may gratify 
curiosity to be informed, that, natu- 
rally afraid of water, and always 
averse from entering it, he crossed 
all the rivers and lakes of LaplaiKl> 
Sweden, and Norway, after his mas- 
ters; accompanied them, during thre« 
years, in different climates, yet de- 
testing bodily exercise; and ulti- 
mately performed a journey on foc^ 
keeping up with horses, from A- 
thens, through all Greece, Macedo* 
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nia, and Thrace; making the tour of 
the Archipelago, to Constantinople; 
and thence, in the samb manner, 
through Bulgaria and Wallachia, to 
Bucharest. 

Other animals, common in the 
steppes (or plains) are wolves and 
bears; also, a quadruped, called fr/- 
roke^ of a gray colour, something 
like a wolf, very ferocious, and dar- 
ing enough to attack a man. The 
Cossack peasants, armed with their 
lances, sally forth, on horseback, to 
the chase of this animal. It has a 
long, full tail, which it drags on the 
ground. From the accounts given of 
it by the peasants, I suspected it to 
be the same animal described by 
professor Pallas, as found in the en- 
virons of Astrachan, under the ap- 
pellation of chakalj and which is said 
to be between a wolf and a dog; but 
whether it answers to the jackal of 
Egypt or not, I did not learn. 

The most numerous of all the 
quadrupeds of the steppes, the 
whole way from Woronetz to 
Tscherchaskoy, are the aualicks; by 
which name they are called through- 
out the country. As you draw near* 
the Don, they absolutely swarm, and 
may be taken in any number. This 
interesting little animal is supposed 
to be the mu9 citullus of BufPon; but 
the description of it will prove whe- 
ther this be really the case or not. 
W^;p(rq!pured several, one of which 
we istu^R^^ but it has not been pre- 
serve<l|,iti^d5 therefore, I prefer 
making tieference to the notes taken 
on the spot, rather than to any thing 
connected with its present appear- 
ance. It makes a whistling noise, 
like the auroke; but is much smaller, 
sot being larger than a small wea- 
sel. It constructs its habitation under 
ground, with incredible quickness; 
excavating, first of all, a small cy- 
lindrical hole or well, perpendicu- 
larly, to the depth of three feet; 
thence, like a correct miner, it 
shoofts out a level, although rather in 
an ascending direction, to prevent 



being incommoded by water. At the 
extremity of this little gallery, it 
forms a very spacious chamber, to 
which, as to a granary, it brings, 
every morning and evening, all it 
can collect of favourite herbage, of 
corn, if it can be found, of roots, 
and other food. Nothing is more 
amusing than to observe its habits. 
If any one approaches, it is seen sit- 
ting, at the entrance of its little 
dwelling, erect, upon its hind feet, 
like the auroke, carefully noticing 
whatever is going on around it. In 
the beginning of winter, previous to 
retiring for the season, it carefully 
closes up the entrance to its subter- 
raneous abode with sand, in order 
to keep out the snow; as nothing an- 
noys it so much as water, which is 
all the Calmucks and Cossacks 
make use of in taking them;^ for the 
instant that water is poured into 
their burrows, they run out, and arc 
easily caught. The Calmucks are 
very ft)nd of them; but I believe 
they are rarely eaten by the Cos- 
sacks. Their greatest enemy is the 
falcon, who makes a constant break- 
fast and supper of stislicks. They 
have from two to ten young ones at 
a time; and, it is supposed, from the 
hoard prepared, that the auslick does 
not sleep, like the auroke^ during 
winter. AH the upper part of its 
body is of a deep yellow, spotted 
with white. Its neck is beautifully 
white; the breast yellowish, and the 
belly a mixed colour of yellow 
and gray. It has, moreover, a black 
forehead, reddish, white temples, 
and a white chin. The rest of its 
head is of an ashcoloured yellow; 
and the ears are remarkably smalL 
Among the feathered tribe in the 
steppes, we noticed, particularly in 
this part of our journey, birds called 
ataritchij or the eldera; which are 
seen in flocks, and held by the peo- 
ple in superstitious veneration*. 
They are about the size of a snipe, 
with a very elegant form, a browu 
colour, and white breast. 
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[from Clarke's t&avels in hussia, &c.j 
TH£ mRBOA, ORJUMPING UAR£. 



A few days after we took up our 
residence with professor Pallas (at 
Akmetchet) in the Crimea) some 
Tartars brought him a beautiful 
little Animal) which has been called 
the jumping harey and bom a va- 
riety of namesi but is in fact the 
same as the African jerboa. We 
taw it afterwards in Egypt; and it is 
not common either there or in the 
Crimea. It may be called the kanga- 
roo in miniature; as it has the same 
form^ although it is smaller than a 
rabbit, and it assists itself, like the 
kangaroo, with its tail, in leaping. 
That which professor Pallas receiv- 
ed, WAS a pregnant female, contain- 
ing two young ones. Its colour was 
light gray, except the belly, which 
was almost white. The fore feet of 
this anin]^al are attached to its breast, 
"without any legs; so that in all its 
motions it makes use only of its 
hind quarters, bounding and making 
surprising leaps, whenever it is dis- 
turbed. Afterwards we caught one 
in the steppes, which we stuffed 
and brought to England. Professor 
Pallas himself did not seem to be 
aware that the mus Jacuius^ which 
was the name he gave it, is the 
anima} mendoned by Shaw, in his 
accQunt of Barbary; nor was it until 
we became enabled to make the 
/comparison ourselves in Africa, that 
wp discovered the jerboa to be the 
same kind of quadruped we had be- 
fore known in the Crimea. Bochart 
supposes this little animal to be the 
nafihan of the scriptures, "The high 
Jiills are a refuge for the wild goats, 
and so are tile stony rocks for the 
saphannimj'^ whiph our translation 
renders « conies." Shaw is, howe- 
ver, undecided upon this point; but 
supposes the jerboa, from the re- 
markable disproportion of his fore 
and hinder legs, may be taken for 
•ne of the two footed rats mentioned 



by Herodotus and other a:uthors 
The whole merit of either of these 
observatlonsj if there be any, is due, 
first to the learned Bochart, and 
afterwards to the labours of Haym, 
iu the illustration of a inedal of Cy- 
rene, upon which this animal ap- 
pears; altliough Shaw, after the in- 
troduction of these observations in 
his work, not only does not acknow- 
ledge \yhence he derived the infor- 
mation, but even asserts that the 
animal described by Haym was not 
the jerboa. It seems pretty clear that 
it was, although in the engraving 
published by Haym the fore feet are 
represented ratlier too long. A cen- 
tury ago, they did not pay the atten- 
tion to minute accuracy in such' re- 
presentations,' which they do now, 
iand nearly that time has elapsed, 
since the work of Haym appeared. 
Hi^ mode of expressing himself is, 
to be sure, somewhat equivocaly be- 
cause he says: « When it ran, it 
went hopping like a bird;" but the 
words « c Semprp bamina sbpra dttc 
piedi sdlamente," as well as « salta 
molt' ako quand', ^ spavurito,*' wh«i 
added to the engraved representa- 
tion, plainly prove what it was. It is 
generally esteemed as aa ardtle df 
food in all countries where it is 
found. It burrows in the ground like 
B, rabbit; but seems more to resem- 
ble the squirrel, thUn either that 
animal or the rat. Its fine dark eyes 
have all the lustre of the antelope's. 
Haym says, the -smell of it is never 
offensive when kept domestick; and, 
indeed, it may be considered one of 
the most pleasing, harmless, little 
quadrupeds of which we have any 
knowledge. Gmelin observed it in 
the neighbourhood of Woi^netfc, in 
1768; Messersckmied, in Siberia; 
and Hasselquist, in Egypt. When 
our army was encamped near Alex- 
andria, in the late expedition te 
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Egypt, the soldiers preserved some 
of these animals in boxeS) and fed 
them like rabbits. 

In another place, speaking of this 
curious animal, Dr. Clarke says: 

" We travelled all night; and in 
the morning, at sunrise, were roused 
by our interpreter, a Greek, who 
begged we would observe an animal 
half flying and half running among 
the herbs. It was a jeiHboa, the 
quadruped already noticed. We 
caught it with some difficulty, and 
should not have succeeded, but for 
the cracking of a large whip, the 
noise of which terrified it so much, 
that it lost ail recollection of its 



burrow. Its leaps were extraordi- 
nary for so small an animal; some- 
times to the distance of six or eight 
yards, but in no determinate direc« 
tion. It bounded backwards and for- 
wards, without ever quitting the 
vicini^ of the place where it was 
found. The most singular circum- 
stance in its nature is, the power it 
possesses of altering its course when 
m the air. It first leaps perpendicu- 
larly from the ground to the height 
of four feet or more; and then, by a 
motion of its tail, with a clicking 
noise, strikes off in whatever direc^ 
tion it chooses.** 



REMARKABLfi INSTANCE OF THE 
EFFECTS OF FEAR. 

George Groehantzy, a Polander, 
who had enlisted as a soldier in the 
service of the king of Prussia, de- 
serted during the last war, A small 
party was sent in pursuit of him; 
and, when he least expected it, they 
sun*ounded him, singing and dan- 
cing among a company of peasants, 
who were got together at an inn, 
and were making merry. This event, 
so sudden and unforseen, and at the 
same time, so dreadful in its conse- 
4|uences, struck him in such a raan« 
ner, that, giving a great cry, he be- 
eam<^, at once, altogether stupid 
and insensible, and was seized, 
without the least resistance. They 
carried him away to Glosau, where 
he was brought before the council of 
war, and received sentence, as a de- 
serter. He suffered himself to be led 
and disposed.of, at the will of those 
al>out him, without uttering a word, 
or giving the least sign, that he 
knew what had happened, or w;ould 
happen to him. He remained im- 
movable a.s a statue, wherever he 
was placed, and was wholly passive 
with respect to all that was done to 
him, or about him. During all the 
time he was in custody, he neither 
ate, drank, nor slept, nor had any 

VOL. V. • ?. I) 



evacuation. After some time, they 
knocked off his fetters, and left him 
at libeity to go whither he would. 
He received his liberty with the 
same insensibility that he had showed 
upon other occasions. He* remained 
fixed and immovable; hi^ eyes turn- 
ed wildly here and there, without 
taking cognizance of any object, 
and the muscles of his mce were 
fallen, and fixed, like those of a 
dead body. Being left to himself, he 
passed nineteen days in this condi- 
tion, without eating, drinking, or 
any evacuation, and died on the 
twentieth day. 

LIGHT UTERATURB. 

Among the numerous votaries of 
Hght literature, there have not been 
wanting some possessed of leisure 
to inquire into the meaning of horns 
being usually ascribed to those who 
are unhappy enough to have wives of 
over-accommodating dispositions.-—^ 
A writer (who must certainly b^ 
termed learned, since he expresses 
Itimself in Latin) informs us that 
none but horned animals are grega** 
rious, and intermingle in common, 
and that thence originates the gibe 
under consideration. But, it is evi- 
dent, that this author Is mistaken^ 
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both in regard to his presumed &ct 
of natural history, and the applica- 
tion of it There is no room for 
doubt, as to the foundation of the 
custom. The ancient soldiers wore, 
during military excursions, the 
horns of such animals as had been 
sacrificed to the god of battles; and 
it was in allusion to the prevalent 
levity of their helpmates, durmg 
the separation, that every unfortu- 
nate husband was first said to be one 
fvho wore the horns. 



QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

Queen Elizabeth is well known to 
have been parsimonious in every 
particular. The following instance 
of this saving knowledge, in her ma- 
jesty, is not, I believe, to be seen in 
any other work than the life of sir 
Thomas Smith, the secretary; a 
book published in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and almost unknown at the 
present day. When the earl of Des- 
mond (that potent instigator of re- 
bellion among the Irish) was prison- 
er in England, A. D. 1572, the 
queen consented to a political re- 
conciliation; and, in observance of 
the rank and immense power of the 
earl, and, in consideration of his 
promising to drive the rebels en- 
tirely out of Ireland, she informed 
the secretary of her graciously in- 
tending to confer some tokens of her 
regard on Desmond, before he left 
the metropolis. Sir Thomas applaud- 
ed this intention, and then the 
queen professed her, readiness to 
bestow on the demi monarch a fiiece 
of silk for his afifiarel, together with 
some of the current coin of her 
kingdom. " Upon which sir Tho- 
mas's judgment was, that, seeing 
the queen would tie the earl to her 
service with a benefit, it should be 
done liberally and largely, not 
grudgingly and meanly. Which, as 
he added, did so disgrace the bene- 
• fit, tliat, instead of love, it many 
tiiues left a grudge behind, in the 



heart of him that received it, which 
marred the whole benefit." The 
queen was proud of her frugality, 
and therefore was not offended with 
the secretary's advice. 

The abovementioned sir Thomas 
Smith wrote a long conversational 
disquisition on the propriety of his 
royal mistress entering into that ho- 
ly state, against which her love of 
sway adduced stronger arguments 
than any opposed by the well-mean- 
ing zeal of the secretary. Sir Tho- 
mas was a warm advocate for her 
majesty's marrying with an English- 
man; and some idea of his stylo^ 
and of the manner in which it was 
usual to address the sovereign, may 
be formed from the following pas- 
sage of his work: " Then, if thei'e 
be any qualities and perfection in 
any of our nation which her majesty 
can like, were it not more, to be 
wished for her highness to make 
her choice there, where her own 
self is judge, than to build upon 
hearsay, and, in so weighty a matter 
(by marrying an alien-prince) to 
buy J as the common ^ir over b w, a Jii^ 
in the iiokeJ^ 



Merited and Mercantile Mobility. 

One of the former kings of 
France used sometimes to admit a 
merchant to liis presence, in conse- 
quence of his ability in his profes- 
sion. At length the latter thought it 
convenient to solicit a patent c^ nu- 
bility, which was granted him. This 
new nobleman soon after presented 
himself at court; but his majesty did 
not deign to pay him the least at- 
tention. Upon his inquiring into the 
cause of it, he was told that the king 
had observed, that whilst he was a 
merchant, he was the Jirst of his 
profession; but that, since he had 
been made a nobleman, he was of 
course the last', and no loneer wor- 
tliy of that preference he had former- 
ly enjoyed. 
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ANAGRAM 

On the name of Noratio JVleUm. 

The following anagram is, per- 
haps, the neatest and most pointed 
ene extapt, and cannot be too gene- 
rally known. The christian and sur- 
name of the late hero of the Nile 
and Trafalgar, make exactly the 
fc^lowing Latin words: 

ffmor est a JSi^lo, 
Honour is from the Nile. 

Thirteen letters, exactly the same 
as in the name of Horatio Nelson, 
which forms a happy coincidence 
and allusion; for had he been chris- 
tened Horace, or Horatius, the 
anagram cciuld not obtain; and far- 
ther, had he not gained the victory 
of the Nile, it still would have been 
defective; but as it is, it is^ perhaps, 
the happiest and most complete that 
ever was produced; and it is justly 
attributed to the ingenious and 
learned Dr. Bumey, of Greenwich. 
Had this anajg;ram been previously 
discovered, it would have been a 
motto for his lordship's arms, equal- 
ly, if not more in point than the 
present: 

** Pdlmam qui meruit ferat.** 

" Let him bear the palm who has de- 
served it.'* 



ANECDOTE OF REMBRANDT. 

Rembrandt, being in want of money, 
and finding his works of heavy vent, 
put into the newspapers that he was 
dead, and advertised a publick sale 
of the finished and unfinished paint- 
ingS in his house. Crowds flocked to 
the auction, eager to possess one of 
the last efforts of so great a master. 
The meanest sketch sold at a price, 
which entire pictures had never 
fetched before. After collecting the 
proceeds, Rembrandt came to life 
again; but the Dtitch, who resent 
improbity even in genius, never 
would employ him after his resur- 
recUon. 



Anecdote of sir Chriatofiher Wren 
and king' Charles II. 
Sir Christopher Wren was a man 
of small stature. When king Charles 
II. came to see the hunting palace 
he had built at Newmarket, he 
thought the rooms too low. Sir Chris- 
topher walked about them, and look- 
ing up, replied: " Sir, and please 
your majesty, I think they are high 
enough." The king squatted down 
to sir Christopher's height, and 
creeping about in that posture, 
cried: « Aye, sir Christopher, I 
think they are high enough." 

THE MASKED JEW. 
At one of the masquerades lately 
given at the Margate theatre, a 
gentleman, who appeared in the 
character of a JVw, came up to an 
officer, and asked to purchase his 
sword. The officer indignantly re- 
plied: « Be careful, sir: that sword 
will Jight of itself* The humorous 
Israelite rejoined; « That is the 
sword that just suits you,** 

MILANESE PHYSICIAN. 
A physician at Milan, who took 
care of insane persons, on their be- 
ing guilty of any irregularity, used 
to have them placed up to the chin, 
,or knees, in a stinking pond, ac- 
cording to the degrees of their fault. 
One of these persons who had un- 
dergone this discipline, and was 
allowed to walk about the yard, 
meeting a gentleman with his 
hounds coming through, he address- 
ed the sportsman; " What are those 
dogs for ?" « To catch hares," re- 
plied the gentleman. " And what do 
they cost you by the year ?'* « Two 
hundred pounds, including servants 
and horses.*' " And what is the va- 
lue of the hares you kill in a twelve- 
month ?" " About forty pourtds, per- 
haps, or less," replied the gentleman. 
" Ride away, then, as fast as you can," 
said the madman, " for if the doctor 
finds you here, you will soon be iu 
that pond up to your chin." 
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rOX<;HASE IN THE STREETS OP 
WHITEHAVEN. 

A brace of American foxes> inucli 
udmiusd for t^ir haf^tome %Hre, 
•nd particularly on account of their 
enormous bushy tails, haye, for some 
time, been kep^ in Fox-lane, where 
they were properly attended. One 
morning latelyt ii> order that they 
might uie in<M*e freely receive so^ijb 
$u8tenanee that was offered to them, 
Ibey were uncoupled. At this op« 

Sortu6i^9 fHieof them conceived the 
eaire to take an airingj he sprang 
Ct his keeper, and in less Uian 
f a minute cleared a wall twelve 
feet high. He made i^ rapid excur- 



sion through Scotch streeti Church 
street, Lowthcr street, and Cross 
street, where he sought refuge; but 
was opposed in his design by a host 
of damsels, who cver-and-anon bran- 
dished both m<ifi9 and brooms at hiihr 
Twice he raade the tour of Church 
street— at last, with about a hundred 
people at his heels. Thus closely 
purtfuedv he returued into Mr. Furw 
nass's lea|her«-shop, secreting him* 
self underneath a bale of leathei^-- 
where he was taken. On being re- 
stored to his den^ he was received 
with great joy, and even congratulo' 
tiony by his companion. 



POETRY. 



HOME. 

[JlSy James Mimt^omery.'] 

There is a iwid, of every land the pride. 
Beloved by heaven o'er all the world be- 
side} 
Where brighter suns dispense serener 

%ht. 
And milder moons eraparadise the night; 
A land oi beauty^ virtue, valour, truth. 
Time-tutored age; and love-exalted 

you^h: 
The wandering mariner, whose eye ex- 
plores 
The wealthiest isles, th^ most aiehanting 

shores* 
Views not a realm so bountiful and fair. 
Nor breaths the spirit of a purer air; 
In eveiy clime the magnet of his soul. 
Touched by remembranee, trembles to 

that pole; 
For in tliis land of heaven's peculiar gfrace, 
The heritage of nature's noblest race, 
There is a ^ot of earth supi*emely blest, 
A dearer*, sweeter spot than alt the rest, 
"Where man, creation's tyrant, casts aside 
Jlis sword and seep ere, pageantry aiid 

pride. 
While in his softened looks benignly 

blend 
The sire, the son, the husband, father, 

friend: 
Here woman reigns; the mother, daugh- 
ter, wife. 



Strows with fresh flowers the narrow way 

of life; 
In tlie clear heaven of her delightful eye, 
An angel-guard of loves and graces lie; 
Around her knees domestick duties meet. 
And fireside pleasures gambol at her feet. 
" Where shall that land^ that spot of earth 

be found ?*» 
Art thou a man T— a patriot ?— look around; 
O, thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps 

roam, 
That land M^ country, and that spot thg 

home ! 



A BALLAD, 

UPON THB LOSS OF SIR THOMAS TROW 
BRlDOa, IK THB RLENRRIIf., 

\_By James Mmt^dmeiy.'] 
A vessel sailed from Albion's shore. 

To utmost India bound; 
Its crest a hero's pendant bore. 

With broad sea-laurels crowned 
In many a fierce and noble fight, 
Though foiled on that Egyptian night. 

When Gallia^s host was dro^Tied, 
And Nelson o'er his country's foes. 
Like the destroying angel rose. 

A gay and gallant company, 
With shouts tliat rend the air. 

For warriour-wreaths upon the set, 
Their joyful brows prepjire: 
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Btt4 1M17 » mwdett's siglt was sent* 

4Lnd many a mother's blessing went. 

And many a father's prayer. 
With that exulting ship to sea. 
With that undaunted company. . 

Thc^ deep, that, like a cradled chlid* 

In breathing, slumber lay. 
More warmly blushed, more sweetly 
smiled, 

As rose the kindling day; 
Through ocean's mirror, dark and clear, 
Beflected skies and doitds appesir 

In morning's rich arr jiy; 
The land is lost, the waters |low» 
^is heaven above, around, below. 

Majestick o*er the sparkling tide. 

See the tall vessel sail. 
With swelUnj^ wings, m shadowy pride« 

A swan before the gale; 
Deep-laden merchanU rode behind; 
—But, fearful of the fickle wind, 

Britannia's cheek grew pale. 
When, lessening through the flood oflight, 
Their leader vanished from her sight. 

Oft had she hailed its trophied prow. 

Victorious from the war. 
And bannered masts, that would not bow. 

Though riven with many a scar; 
Oft had her oaks tlieir tribute brought. 
To rib its flanks with thunder fraught; 

But late her evil star 
Had ciysed it on its homeward way, 
— " The spoiler shall become the prey.* 

Thus warned, Britannia's anxipus heart 

■ Throbbed with prophetick wo. 
When she beheld that ship depart, 

A fair ill-omened show ! 
Thus views the mother, through her tears, 
The daughter of her hopes and fears, 

When hectick beauties glow 
On tlie frail cheek, where sweetly bloom 
The roses of an early tomb. 

No fears the brave adventurers knew; 

Peril and death they spurned; 
Like fulUfledged eagles forth they flewi 

Jove's birds, that proudly burned. 
In battle-hurricanes to wield 
His lightnings on the billowy field; 

And many a look they turned 
O'er the blue waste of wave to spy 
A G»llick ensign in the sky. 

But not to crush the vaunting foe. 

In combat on the main. 
Nor perish by a glorious blow. 

In mortal triumph slain. 



Was tlieir unutterabfo fate; 

— That story would the muse telal^ 

The song might rise in vain; 
In Ocean's deepe^ darkest b^A 
The secret slumbers with the deaA. 

On India's loiig-ex|lecting strand 
Their sails were ij^er furled; 

Never on known or friendly land» 
By storms their keel was hurled; 

Their native soil no more they trod; 

They rest beneath no hallowed sod; 
Throughout the living world. 

This sole memorial of their lot 

Remains,— they vere^ and they are n$U 

The Spirit of the Cape* pursued 
Their long and toilsome way; 
At length, in ocean solitude. 
He sprang upoif his prey, 
** Havock !" the shipwreck-demon etied» 
Loosed all his tempests on the tide. 

Gave sit his liglitnings play: 
The abyss recoiled before the blast. 
Firm stood the seaman till the last. 

Like shooting stars, athwart the gloom 
The merchant-sjuls were sped; 

Yet oft, before its midnight doom. 
They marked the high mast head 

Of that devoted vessel, tost 

By winds and floods, now seen, now lost; 
WhUe every gun-fire speesd 

A dimmer flash, a fainter roar; 

—At length they 8aw,*they heard no more. 

There are to whom tliat ship was dear. 

For love and kindred's sake; 
When these the voice of rumoiuf hear, 

Theirinmost heart shall quake. 
Shall doubt, and fear, and wish a&d grieve. 
Believe, and long to unbelieve. 

But never cease to ache; 
Still doomed in sad suspense, to bear 
The hope that keeps aUve desp^. 



TWO OF A TRADE. 
A Fisherman one mom diaplayed 

Upon the Steine bis net; 
CoRiNNA could not pronensde. 

And 'gan to fume and fret. 

The fisher cried: ••Givfc o'er tiie ipleenv 

We both are in one line: 
You spread your nets upon the Steine, 

Why may not I spread mine I 

Two of a Trade can ne'er agree, 
'Tis that which makes you sore; 

I fish iorJIat'Jifh in the sea. 
And you upon the shore." 



♦ The Cape of Good Hope, formerly called the Cape of Storms. See Camobks ': 
Limud, book y. 
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A MODERN LOVE SONNET. ThM necUr of the god*-« cboicca- ttMt 

MORE fragr«»t f« Uua musk or berga- Tha.^rich desert, wUea we at Be-.tiey-, 

rt- J""!! ». »»M.n #w.i* ♦!«. MMMP. that Or all the odours of perfamer's shop 

Op Seville', golden frmt the sense th«t ^j^.^^ ^.j ^^^^ gensTwhile passing each 

^*r*W8> . 1 ^av street: 

S "^^l ^?lL*^n ITSfv^' '^** Andftill more dettc.teth» mutton chop. 

2rS;^-f STy^b^r-;^' p-ia^ ^he neck, the Ups. the cheek, of her I 

HerSheraiPmore.prighUyis«dg.y ^y beauteous fair, «d yet plain PoU>. 
Tlian Champagne BparkUng, or sweet 
iisboD wine; 



LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

(CT COMMUNICATIONS for this head, from authors and booksellers, post 
pud, will be inserted free of expense. Literary advertisements will be printed tqpon 
4be covers at the usual price. 

'Articles of literary intelligence, inserted by the booksellers in the United States' 
Chizette, will be copied into this Magazine, witliout further order. 



Wfi have witnessed, with very great pleasure, the taste and judgment with which 
tbe three volumes of the '* Ameiican Law Journal," by John E. Hall, -Esquire, of 
Baltimore, have been produced. We have no doubt that tlie subsequent volumes wiU 
furnish additional reasons to applaud this very useful publication. It has been justly 
valued by the lawyers of our country; has been quoted as authority in the several 
professional publications, which Messrs. Day, Condy, Story, Ing^i*soll« and Dupon- 
ceau,* have issued from the American press; and is frequently cited on the trial of 
QAUses before our highest tribunals. It is also gradually making its way among those 
other classes of readers, to whom some knowledge of the improvements and changes 
in the law is either incidentally useful in their avocations, or desirable, in order to 
fill up the stock of gfeneral infoi'mation- It is not merely a compilation, but embraces 
original articles, with which it will, doubtless, be more frequently enriched, as the 
tasK becomes more familiar to the editor, and his professional friends shall be more 
generally engaged to contribute to its variety and advance its utility by studies of 
their own. Its use is not confined to any state in the union. It contains decisions of 
the judicial tribunals of every state, and copious extracts from those of their laws, 
which, being founded on general principles, it is important should be consulted by -all 
•ur lawyers. No work of the kind has appeared before in the United States, and 
assuredly no work is calculated for practical utility, more than this, if the industrious 
and meritorious author shall be patronised, as he deserves, by those for whom he has 
laboured. 

•The ''American Law Jonrnal*' is published in quarterly numbers, at a very mode- 
rate price. It commenced in 1808, and three volumes have been published. 

B.ECENT AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. Also — The Nautical Almanack and 

•n n J/* ) J r I ^ m '7 J 7.1' Astrottomical Ephemeris. Continued an- 

By Bradford a^^Inskeep, Philadelphia, ^^^^^^^ ^,^^1 carefully revised from Uie 

Published— A Catalogue of their Medi- London editions. By John GavnetU Price 

\ cal Stock. Delivered gratis to those who 1 dollar 25 cents. 

I' may apply, at the bookstore. 

\ ■ AUo-Ruri.'s. syllabus.- Toother with ^y '^''"'^ Oob^'^ P/UladclpMa. 

i BtxteeA Introductory Lectures to Courses Ilepublished — Sui'gical Essays on the 

of Lecturesr upon t^ Institutes and Prac- Constitutional Origin and Treatment of 

tice of Medicine. To which are added — Local Diseases; on Aneurisms, on Dia- 

Two Lectures upon the Pleasures of the eases resembling Sypliilis; and on Dis- 

Senses Und of the Mind, with an Inquiry eases of the Urethra. By John Abernethy, 

into their proximate Cause. F. R. S. 

Day's « Ord on Usury." Condy's " Marshall on Ensurance.'* Story's " Abbott on 
Shipping," Ingersoirs « lloccus;" and Duponceau's " Byukershoek." 
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^y 7' y Ji'T' Humphrey 9, Philadelphia^ 

Published^-A new Medical Work, en- 
titled a View of tlie Diseases most prera- 
fent in the United States of America, at 
different seasons of the year. With an ac- 
count of the most improved method of 
treating' them. Collected and arranged by 
Wm. Currie, fellow of the college of phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia, member ol the 
American Philosophical Society, physi- 
cian to the Magdalen Asylum, &c. 1 vol. 
8vo. Price 2 dollars. 

By JohTiaon ^ Warner^ Philadelphia^ 

Republished— ^Moral Tales for Youth«in, 
3 vols, by Maria Edg worth. 

Addison's Spectator, 8 vols, neat edi^ 
tion. 

Goldsmith's Natural History, abridged, 
by Mrs. Pilkington, with plates 

Mentorial Tales for Young Ladles just 
leaving bchool and entering' upon tlie Uiea- 
<re of life. By Mrs. Pilkington. 

A new edition of Murray's Sequel to 
the English Render, containing more than 
in former impressions, Biograpftical 
Sketches of the authors from whose works 
li. MuiTayhas tliought proper to compile 
his several excellent school books. 

Village Orphans, a tale for youth, to 
which is added, the Basket Maker, an ori- 
ginal fragment. 

Mannci*s and Customs of Nations, in- 
^uding a geographical description of the 
earth, illustrated by 54 maps and other 
engravings, 2 vols, by J. Goldsmith. 

The First Catechism for Children, con- 
taining things necessary to be known, at 
an early age, by D. Blair, author of the 
Class book, Gramtnar of Pliilosophy, &c. 

Youthful Amusement, a description of 
the great variety of sports common araong^ 
boys and girls, with strictures on their 
propriety; the whole illustrated by engra- 
vings. 

The Whim Wham; or Evening Amuse- 
ments, being an entire new set of riddles, 
charades, questions and transpositions. 

Three Wishes, or think before you 
speak; a tale, by the autlior of Peacock at 
Home. 

By Brannan & Morford, Philadelphia^ 

Hepublished — An Essay on the Causes 
of the variety of complexion and figure in 
the Human Specres. To whicii are added. 
Animadversions on certain remarks made 
on the first edition of this essay, by Mr. 
Charles White, In a series of discourses, 
delivered before the Literary and Philo- 
soplucal Society of Manchester, in Eng- 
land. Also, Strictures on lord Kaimes's 
discourse on tlie original diversity of man- 
kind, and an appendix by Samuel Stun- 
Lppe Srniih, D. i). L. U D. prcskUmt of the 
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American Philosophical Society. Second 
edition, improved and enlarged. One toL 
8vo. price jg2 in boards, and J$2 25 in 
sheep binding. 

DufiePs Dictionary of the French and 
English lani^ages. 3 vols, price jglO. 
ByB. & T, Kite, Philadelphia, 
Republished-True Stories; or. Interest- 
ing Anecdotes of Young Persons; design- 
ed, through the medium of example, to 
inculcate principles of piety and virtue. 
By the author of Lessons for young per- 
sons in humble life. 

Also— A new Universal and Pronoun- 
cing Dictionary of the French and Kng^ 
lish languages; By K. G. Dufie£3 ^ob. 

Also — tliird edition, highly improved 
and much enlarged, of Nature Displayed 
in her mode of teaclung Ian guage to man. 
By N. G. Dufief. 2 vols. 
By Thoma* & Wm, Bra4ftrd, PUladeU 
phia^ 

Published — Memoirs of the life and 
character of the late Rev. Cornelius Win- 
ter; compiled and composed by WUliaiB 
Jay. Price 1 dollar. 

Walker's Pronouncing DicUonary, in 
miniature. 

By M. & W, Ward, JStev York, 

Published — L'Abeille Francaise; ou I^e* 
cons de Litterature. £t de Morale, tireesf 
de la celebre collection de Measrs. Noel 
et Delaplace. Et destineea a Pusage dea 
Ecoles Francaises dans les Etats Unis- 
d'Amerique. Par J. B. A. M, De$e2se, pro- 
fesseur de langue Francais, a New York. 
By S. Dodge, JWw Tcrk, 
Republished — TheTraveller; or Meditar 
tions on various subjects. Written on board 
a man of war. To which is added, Con- 
verse with the World unseen. By Jas.^ 
Meikle, late surgeon at Carawath, author 
of Solitude Sweetened; To which ia pr&fij^ 
ed, the life of the author* 
PROPOSED AMERICAN FUBLICATIOXTS* 

Brannan andMox^fsrd, Philadelphia, 

Propose to republish — The English 
Bards, and Scotch Reviewers; a satire; 
By lord Byron. 

Johnson and Warner, Philadelphia^ 

To publish — Memoirs of the I%iladet« 
phia Agricultural Society, 1 vol. 8vo. fbr 
1810. i 

Goldsmith's Geography for SehooU» 
with large additions. 

Hymns for Infant Minds, by the author 
of Original Poems. 

Sketches of Human Manners, by P, 
Wakefield. 

Walker's Dictionary, in miniature. 

Sermons to Children, with new designs 
engraved on wood. 

Siniple Ballads. 

Knowledge for Infants. t 
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Thomoi U Wm, Bra^d, PhHadelphkk^ 

Hmive in press^ild edition of WftllLer's 
Dictionary for achoolft. 
/. Simptvn and Co. JVew Bnamnek, JV. J. 

To repubiiih-^The IfiAtory of Ancient 
Greece, iu Colonies and ConquesU; fron 
the earHest Accounts to the Dirision of 
the' Bfaeedoiuan Empire in the East. In- 
cluding the History of Literature, Philo- 
sophy, and the Fine Arts; Bf John Gil- 
VatB, L. L. Di 
. John Cwmingham and Co. Bakimoret 

To republish by subsci'iption— The Po- 
etical Works of James Tliorason, contain- 
ing' A Sketch of the author's Life, The 
Seasons^ Liberty, Castle of Indolence, a 
minaberof Son^^, Odes, &c. &c. 
J, MtUkar, insi JiAinroe and Francis^ 
BoMton, 

To publish by subscription— Scriptural 
ftivestigationst contained in Letters, and 
Sketches of Sermons, on the subject of 
the <3reat Saltation. By John Murray, 
Senior Pastor of the First IMversal So- 
ciety in Boston. 

Joa, T. Buckingham, Boatortt 

To republish by subscription— The Life 
of Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. The first vo- 
lume written by himself. With his last 
corrections, and notes by tlie editors. To 
which is subjoined) an appendix of Orx- 
ipnsi Letters. The second volume by the 
editors of the first volume. With an Ap- 
peiKiias^ consisting' chiefly of original Let* 
ters and Papers. 

loaiah. Thomast jtm, Boston, 

To puhlish-^Latbrop's Discourses on 
die Mode and Subjects of Christian Bap- 
tism: or, an attempt to show that Pouring 
or Sprinkling is a Scriptural Mode. With 
an Ezatnination of various Objections, Scc» 
Piflh Edition, revised, corrected, and 
^greatly enlarged, by the author, 

a W. B. and /r. Sttear, Hanover, M JT. 

To republish by subscriptfon*~The 
Works of Dr. Young, author of Night 
Thouglits. 

John Cole^ BalUmorCf 

To publish — Under the pati-onage and 
sanction bf the Convention of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in Maryland, Epis- 
•opalian Uermony. Contuning the Hymns 
get forth by the General Convention, with 
^propriate Musick to each. A selection 
from the Psalms, embracing all the me- 
tres, adapted to some of tlie most cele- 
brated ancient Psalm Tunes, Chaunts, 
Ooxologies, Responses^ Anthents, &c. in- 
cluding Dr. Nare's favourite TV? J)eum» 
The work is in considerable forwardness, 
end it is expected will be completed in 
the course of the ensuing winter. 
'Edicard J. Coah, Baltimore, 

To publish — Advice on the Study of tlie 



Law, with Directions for the Choice of 
Books, addressed to Attomies* derks; 
with some additional Notes for the Ame- 
rican Student. 

JL J. Coale, Baltimore, and George Shcm^ 
Annafolia, 
Propose publishing — Letters from A- 
merica. By William Ed^s, Surveyor of 
the Oostoms in Maryland, during the ad- 
ainifltt^tion of goveraour Eden. 



XBCStfT BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

The Chronicles of Eguerrand de Mon* 
streUet. Translated by T. Johnes, Esq. 
13 vols. 8vo. vith 4to. vol. of plates. 71. 4t. 

The Elements of Experimental Chymis- 
try. By. W. Heniry, M. D. P. B. S. 2 vols. 
8vo. l/.5«. 

Political Essay on the Kingdom of New 
Spain. By Alexander de Humboldt. Trana- 
lated from the French by J. Black. 3 vols. 
8vo. 1/. JJ*. 

Family Sermons: a Selection of Dis- 
courses for every Sunday in the Tear, and 
for Christmas Day and Good Friday, from 
the Works of Archbishop Seeker; with a 
Life of the Archbishop. By Bieiby Por* 
tens. 2 vols. 8vo. 1/. i«. 

The Power of Religion on the Mind, By 
L. Murray. 8vo. 12«. 

Sermon's. By the Rev. R. Polwhele. A 
new Volume. 8vo. lOr. 6<f. 

Travels tlirouffh Denmark and Sweden. 
To which is prefixed, a Journal of a Voj^ 
age down the Elbe, from Dresden to Ham* 
burgh. By Louis de Boisgelin. 2 vols. 4to. 
3/. 3». or witli plates coloured, 4/. 4«. 

D scourscs on the Management of In- 
fants, and the Treatment of their Diseases, 
written in a plain, familiar style, to render 
them intelligible and useful to all mothers. 
By John Herdman, M. D. 8vo. 6f. 

The true Sense and Meaning of the 
System of Nature, a posthumous Work of 
M. Helvetius. Translated by Daniel Isaac 
Eaton. 3«. 

FKOPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr. Jolui Pinkerton is engaged in a 
Collection of Voyages and Travels ia 
Asia, being the second portion of a " Ge- 
neral Collection of Voyages and Travels." 

Southey's History of Brazil, volume the 
second, is at press. 

Mr. Joseph Murphy, of Leeds, has in 
the press, a History of the Human Teeth, 
with a treatise on their diseases from 
infancy to age, adapted for general infor* 
matton. 

Mr. Southey's Poem of Kehama is nearljr 
finished printing by thd BalUntynes^ w 
Edinburgh. 
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THE powerful abiEties with 
which the Edinburgh Review is 
supported, has given an importance 
to woi^s of that description, which 
they never before enjoyed. Literary 
reputatioii, at least of the higher 
orders, was heretofore sought in the 
publication of some elaborate, pro* 
duction, and nothing more than a 
temporary fame was expected from 
occa^onaL essays in periodical jour* 
ii&ls. The Edinburgh reviewers, and, 
UAce them, some others, have taken 
much more commanding ground; 
assuming a jurisdiction over the po- 
litical, as well as the literary world| 
undertaking, indeed, to direct pub« 
lick opinion upon every subject in- 
teresting to man or society. These 
gentlemen boast, whether vainly or 
not, I cannot decide, that their efforts^ 
had much effect in producing the^ 
abolition of slavery in Great Britain) 
and pledge themselves, by similar 
exertion, to procure, what is there 
called, ftarliatnentary reform. The 
immense circulation of that work) 
and one or two others of the same 
Itind, with the extraordinary talents 

Vol. v. . a K 



by which they are supported and 
durected, cannot fail to have a most 
impressive influence on publick opi« 
nion. Their manner of treating a 
subject, and their captivating and 
popular style, are calculated to seize 
upon the attention, and carry with 
them, on a sudden, the understand'* 
ing of their readers* Whether a de« 
liberate judgment, formed by cool 
reflection, may not, in many instan- 
ces, detect fallacies at first conceal-* 
ed by artifice, or recommended by 
wit, IS another question. 

In the literary defiartment, too^ 
these reviewers have taken a range 
heretofore unknown. Their remarks 
are not confined to the mere criti- 
cism of the work under considera- 
tion, or a limited examination of its 
facts, principles, and manner of exe-« 
cution. The review is rather an oc- 
casion seized upon to introduce some 
original essay, very often much more 
instructing and entertaining than 
that which gives birth to it. 

This ix\ode. of exercising the high- 
est talents and conveying the most 
important inform^ition, having h$A 
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such unequivocal soecess in Great 
Britain, an atiempt ot the same kind 
in this country should be received 
by every American with pleasure, 
and the most zealous co-operation. 
It is, indeed, peculiarly suited to 
our state of society, where men 
are too much engaged in action and 
necessary occupations to write, or 
veiy generally to read, great douksy 
and ytt where there is both talent 
ai:d leisure enoi.gh for occasion^ 
ai.d ingenious lucubrations. While 
•we are indigi.aiit at the contempt 
with which foreigners treat the 
Anierican genius aiid intellect, let 
us cheiibh every opportunity to re- 
fute the calumny, not by vain anger 
and acrimonious reproach, but by a 
strenuous exertion and display of 
the powers of our coimtry, and the 
encoui"dgement of every means to 
bring them into active operation. It 
is thus we shall be judged by the 
world and not by self praise, unsup- 
ported by good Ivor k a; not by a»gry 
complaints of injustice, without any 
evidence of better deserts. 
. The American Review wilH 
in some measure, put our preten- 
sions to the test; and discover whe- 
ther the talents we lay claim to, 
really exist among us; or, at least, 
'whether there is liberality enough 
in the American community to fos- 
ter and encourage them. Our men 
of money are too apt to think, that 
scholars may take care of them- 
selves, and to feel no obligation to 
aid their efforts. This sentiment, so 
fatal to our improvement, so degra- 
ding to our thaj-acter, must be cor- 
rected; aiid the man who has any 
pride of country, must feel it as 
much a duty to uphold its literature 
and science by a moderate contnbu- 
tion of his means, as to support its 
government by a just proportion of 
its tuxes The political power and 
prosperity of the nation depend upon 
the one, and .its niopal estimation 
and improvement" U|M)ti thf othei?. 

We can never attain any hicrh 
degree of literary excellence until 



we hare a cIom of men ^f letter^s 
scholara and students by profession; 
who will devote thenuelves exclu- 
sively to the acquirement of know- 
ledge and the cnkivatioo of their 
genius. While the literature of the 
country depends upon meny how- 
ever fond of it, who must make it 
subordinate to those occupations by 
which they live, and who can resort 
to it only as an amusement in their 
few hours of leisure; as a relief to a 
mind almost exhausted by Isdwur 
and exeition in another direction^ 
what can be expected but superficial 
knowledge, unsatisfactory investiga- 
tions, and meagre productions ? Not 
indeed, to the discredit of those who 
60 ev^n thus much, for, in their cir- 
cumstances, it is wonderful they af- 
ford any atteption to such pursuits^ 
but to the discredit of the country, 
which should liberally sustain a class 
of men on whom she should build 
her reputation in literature, and 
from whom she would tlien have a 
right to demand it — ^and such a class 
we certainly shall have. The ciUzena 
«>f the United States are a reading 
people; there is^ no deficiency of 
judgment or taste in them- in deci- 
ding upon the merits of foreign pro- 
ductions. The number of books sold 
here is immense in proportion to 
otur population. But this is not 
enough; the honest pride of coun- 
try will not be satisfied tmtil we 
are as independ^it in letters and 
SGience* as we are in government. 
We must have our authors, whose 
writings will accord with our situa- 
tion, our wai^s, our views, and inte- 
rests, and not for ever resort for eve- 
ry intellectual enjoyment to an im- 
portation from abroad. 

A periodical work is now present- 
ed to the publick patronage, which, 
if received with the kindness and 
courtesy it merits, will bear honour- 
able testimony to the world of our 
claims to erudition and genius; and, 
if suffeitid to fall neglected, will tes- 
tify as loudly to our condemnation 
and disgrace. The complete ability 
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gC Mr. Walsh, the editor, to conduct 
and enrich this^work; to make it not 
only a most interesting and useful 
manual at home, but a respectable 
ivitiiess of American literature 
abroad, ^nnot be called in question. 
He is not now upon trial; his suffi- 
ciency luis been amply and proudly 
proved, before a tribunal where no 
flimsy {M'etension can impose, no 
pedantick affectation deceive. The 
star that was. conspicuous in the 
Edinburgh constellation, needs no 
otlier evidence of .its lustre. 

But there are some, a very few I 
hope, who, not doubting tlie abilities 
of the editor, have, or affect to have, 
some fears of Ills principled; and 
suggest that his opinions and feel- 
ings are not sufficiently American; 
but have received an unfortunate 
biass from his residence for a short 
time. in Great Britain. If this objec* 
lion had any foundation in truthy 
there is no man with whom it would 
have more weight than myself. I 
would certainly cease to admire, or 
«t least to encourage talents, how* 
e^'er rare and brilliant,' which were 
preparing their powers to vilify and 
degrade my Country. If the knife is 
■whetted to go to my heart, I cannot 
gaze with much i^apture on the polish 
of the blade. But where is the proof 
by which this charge i& supported? 
We look for it in vain in the birth^ 
the education, the hopes^and pros- 
pects of Mr. W. These are all Ame^ 
rican; purely so. He has t^anted his 
hap{Hness and fortunes in his native 
soil; and there is no feeling in his 
heart that is not interested ini An(ie»* 
rican prosperity and honour. There 
being nothing, then, in the situation 
of this gentleman that. should make 
him an object of this suspicion, can 
it be verified from any of his publi- 
•cations. His Letter on the Genius 
and Dispositions of the' French Gor 
vernment, is before the publicky 
and while, it has added so much to 
his literary fame, has taken nothing 
from his patriotism. If it were ad- 
mitted that he exaggerates the cor- 



ruption and misery of France ^which 
!■ fear is impossible) and pamts in 
deceptive colours, the strength, 
wealth, and happiness of Britain^ is 
he the less an American on this ac- 
count. He may be a prejudiced en- 
thusiast; he may, while iu France, 
have mistaken Paradise for Pancle- 
monium, and has reversed the delu- 
sipn in England, but still he is not 
the less a true member of %is own 
country. We may doubt his ju*dg* 
ment, or, if you please, the sound- 
ness of his intellects, but not the 
honesty of his principles, or the pu- 
rity of his patriotism. I. dp not know 
that an American is, as such, l)ound 
to be in love with French rapine and 
murder, or to think Napoleon the 
most delectable tyrant that ever 
scourged the earth. 

It is urged against the editor, that, 
both in his prospectus, and through-. 
out the Inquiry into the past and 
present Relations of France and the 
United States, he speaks with fre- 
quent indignation and contempt of 
some of our own great men, and se- 
verely taxes the conduct of the ad- 
ministration. This may be a reason 
why, to the particular adherents and 
dependants upon that administration, 
he. should not be very acceptable; 
but it is no reason why he should 
not be greeted by every American 
who i& independent of the govern- 
ment^ and of its offices and patronage; 
and bends not with a blind faith be- 
fore its infallibility; who desires truly 
and hoioestly to be informed of the 
couTsey situation^ and prospects of 
our publick affairs, and who has un- 
derstanding and liberality enough to 
judge for himself, whether they be 
fairly represented or not, in the 
Review. Is it any evidencq of the 
want of American feelings in Mr. 
W. that he does not approve of the 
ruling administration? On the con-- 
ti'ary, would he have the feelings of 
an American if he did not express 
himself decidedly and independent- 
ly upon their conduct. Is not this the 
first aiul most valued right of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S20 



SELECT REVIEWS. 



citizen of every free goTenunent? 
and if it be conscientiously exerci- 
sed with an honest view to publick 
information^ with a just regard to the 
general hpnpur and prosperity of the 
country, we must not be too nice 
about the selection of terms in which 
a man, having a right to do 80> ei^* 
presses his opipions of what be con? 
siders ruinous imbecility and dis* 
graceful misconduct. If in these, too, 
he is mistaken, it is |iis judgment 
and not his patrioti&m, that shpuld 
meet condemnation. This right, and 
the free exercise of it, constitute 
the soil and base of our constit^tion. 
Shall we have a right to choose pur 
rulers, and shall we not be informed 
of their management of our affairs ? 
find shall the man who would give us 
that information be driven from his 
task, be hunted from the service by 
absurd suspicions of his integrity, 
and unsupported charges against his 
patriotism ? It is the interest of a few 
to attempt this politick game; but it 
is the interest of many more to de* 
feat it. 

It '}» not expected that the leadere 
of that party, whose administration 
is condemned, will have any fond 
affection £or the work that exposes 
its weakness. But it is hoped and 
believed, that m^any, veiy many, who 
honestly follow the predominant 
party from a )>elief in its wisdom 
and virtue, will not ayert their eyes 
from those pages which fairly exa- 
jninc its pretensions. There is no 
witchcraft in the book, th^t men 
should fear to trust their senses with 
it. Read it patiently, and judgje it 
candidly. The importance of th^ 
subject aad the character af th^ 
author, at least, merit so much at- 
tention; and if he fails to convince, 
he will not corrupt. 

Whether the manner in which he 
makes his assault upon those who 
administer the publick affairs, has 
in it too much of acrimony and vio- 
lence or not, is a qjuestion on which 
there will naturally be a difference 
of opinion. A man will judge of it^ 



ID some degree, by Ihs own temper- 
ament and maxims. But even those 
who may be disposed to disap^ 
prove of this feature in the Revie^ 
must admit that the objection is a 
very limited one, and, by no xneona 
impairs the general integrity and 
utility of the work. Besides, deocHiim 
is perfectly preserved; and iiowever 
cutting the sarcasm, it is ttntamted 
with vulgar abuse. Men whose te]»# 
pers are unusually mild and for« 
bearing, may desire that even the 
guilty should be touched with a tenw 
der hand; while others may imagine 
that in our perilous times^ becoming 
daily more perilous, the plain tru^ 
inay l)e told in plain language; an4 
ihat the man whp undertakes to be 
a publick monitor should sacrifice 
no part of hi^ duty to the feelings 
of those to whom we owe all our 
calamity, (^st^n to the wailings of 
distress, mingled with the indignant 
reproaches of honour, which resound 
through our country, and say if those 
who cause them have vei^ strong 
claims to tenderness in rel^ke. Our 
merchants, after exerting, in vaiii, 
every effort to save themselves; af* 
ter struggling against destruction 
assailing them from every quarter, 
and in every shape, are seen drop- 
ping, in melancholy succession, itt 
the abyss of ruin, like exhausted 
mariners from the floating wreckl 
A floating wreck, indeed, i§ our 
commerce; abandoned and abused 
by those who were sworn to protect 
her; beaten by conflicting tempests, 
and existing by precarious accidents. 
How is our character chasiged and 
fallen ! So long since as 1775, Burke^ 
speaking of our country, said it waa 
an .ob}ect ^^ not to be considered as 
one of those minima which is out 
of the eye and consideration of the 
law; not a paltry excrescence of 
state; not a mere dependant, whi^ 
may be neglected with little damage, 
and provoked with little danger"— 
that ^ some degree of care and caur 
tion ^aa required in the handling 
Siuch an object".— that, " to trifle wit^ 
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the ititercsts and feelings 6f so large 
a mass of the human race, could not 
be done with impunity." How has 
this glowing picture f&dtd ? With 
four times the population we then 
kad, and a much latter increase of 
strength and resources, we no lon- 
ger desert his eiilbgium. It has not 
Seretofbre been exacted of political 
writers to treat with any ceremoni- 
iws respect those whose inability or 
depravi^ id, in their opinion, sink- 
jaig the sute. While the attack 
aToids every point of private charac- 
ter or misfortune; every weapon of 
pergonal and malevolent abuse, the 
whole fiublick man has ever been 
tbcmght to be a fair object of assault, 
with all the energy which talent, 
without malignity, can give; and all 
the powers of persuasion, which ge- 
nius can supply. The examples of 
imcient, ai| well as modem days, am- 
ply jusufy the war, and, when the 
motive is pure, it is a aolcmn duty. 
The warning prophets of a people 
have ever been permitted to dis^ 
charge tbeir blgh functions in tones 
of authority; in the language of 
truth. Junius, at lea$t Sifiopular vnin 
ter, especially among fierce republi- 
cans^ whatever his other merits may 
be, has not thought an attention to 
the courtesy of bis phrases necessary 
ito the propriety of his demeanour, 
or the proof of his patric^sm. Sure- 
ly the friends of the existing pow- 
ers will not dare to complain of 
harshness or disrespect, when they 
recollect by what torrents of the 
jgrossest and most vile calumnies, 
they overwhelmed the principles and 
policy of the Washington admipis« 
tration. 

I repeat, that it is not expected 
thiit $Ji^e leaders of the party, whose 
administration i» condemned, will 
have any fond affection for a work 
which exposes its weakness, and 
points ito the awful results that- wait 
japon its measures, ^ut it is hoped 
that many, very many, who follow 
the predominant sect under an ho.^ 
iaesitbelief of its wisdom and vinu^i^ 



will not avert their eyes from the 
page which examines, wkh a mas-? 
ter-spirit, the truth of its pretensions. 
If their condemnation be rash or 
unjust, the reader will have his faith 
strengthened by the investigation; 
his friends will become more firm 
in his affection by passing the or- 
deal, and his confidence in them 
be more rational and satiipactory: 
But if from a condensed view and 
fair analysis of undoubted facts, and 
a clear exposition of their causes 
and consequences, he shall find he 
has trusted too far and too blindly; 
he will be tharikful for his deliver 
ranee from so dangerous a delusion, 
and use all his power to dispel it 
from others. Converts, assuredly, 
will not be made from those who 
feed and fatten on publick employ- 
ment, and exist by keeping « things 
as they are;" who have an interest 
directly opposite to that of the na- 
tion: But surely those who supply 
the treasure, may inquire whether 
it be honestly ?ind beneficially dis- 
tributed; whether those who are paid 
for their services are really useful; 
whether those who have been ho- 
noured and exalted for their vir- 
tue and wisdom, are really virtuous 
and wise. Let it always be kept in 
mind too, that it is the official, fioliti* 
cal conduct of the administration^ 
that is the object of Mr. W's ani* 
madversions, ahd not the fieraons 
who compose it. Mr. Madison ap-* 
pears no where but as president of 
the United 'States; and the members 
of his cabinet are treated with the 
jiartie decorum* Has not theii this 
i^pvk a commanding claim to the 
attfention -and patronage of every 
i^merican, who ha^ the will, the abi* 
llty, and the courage, to look into 
the conduct of his rulers, to judge 
for Juniself of their wisdom atid'ca- 
paciiy, and to anticipate by sound 
reasoning, and fajlr deductions, the 
probable consequences of jthcir mea* 
sures. If such inquiries are to be 
stifled by power, or withered \\\\\i 
coldi>€»B, we may, indeed, ' con-^ 
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dude, with dean Swift, ^< that it is 
safer for m man's interest to bias- 
pheme God, than to be of a party 
«ut of power, or even to be thought 
so." 

It is hoped that these general re- 
marks upon the spirit and character 
of the American Review, will have. 
80 xnuch influence in removing the 
charge. of anti^Amcricanism^ as to 
induce those who have entertained 
this prejudice, at least, to read and 
judge for themselves. Whatever la- 
titude there may have been for con- 
ie<^ture about the character of this 
jouraal before its publication, such 
anticipations must now be at an end. 
It is before the publick to answer 
for itself; and is, undoubtedly, its 
own best defender. Calumny will be 
refuted, and cautious doubt removed 
more effectually by perusing its 
pages, than by any panegyrick. A 
short notice of the articles contained 
in the first number, shall conclude 
ihy observations. 

This number commences with 
An Inquiry into the past and pre- 
sent Relations of France and the 
United States, We venture to pro- 
nounce this one of the most lucid, 
elegant, and argumentative political 
articles ever published. The facts 
are stated with so much candour, 
supported by sueh evidence, and 
grouped with so much propriety 
and judgment, that they present to 
the mind, at one view, and with the 
irresistable conviction of truth, the 
various occurrences which have ta- 
ken place between the two coun- 
tries for several years past. When 
the^ author reasons from his facts, 
his powers of combination, analysis, 
deduction, and carry conviction to the 
understanding, and admiration to the 
heart. The man who doubts after he 
has read, must be incorrigible in ob- 
stinacy or dullness. The great ob- 
ject of this article is to demonstrate 
from publick documents and unques- 
tioned facts, that Napoleon, the 
mammoth devoiirer of nations, is 
bent upon our destruction in com- 



mon with, the rest of the world, or 
as auxiliary to the downfall of Great 
Britain — that he hates us, either 
fl* a fiart of the human afiecieay against 
which he wages a war of extermi- 
nation, or because we are a com- 
mercial people. Thoie nations which 
deserve to. live and thrive by the 
arts of peace are the natural objects 
of hate to one which exists by rapine 
and bloodshed; that avows itself a 
military power, and confessedly 
puts all its hopes upon conquest. 
The writer solemnly warns us, that 
Bonaparte has hitheito sought our 
ruin by plundering and oppressive 
decrees; by the most provoking ar- 
rogance and insult; and by profound 
and artful efforts to excite a quarrel 
between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States. Having failed in the full 
accomplishment of his wishes, by 
these means, he has changed hi& 
plan of hostility, and now strives by 
hypocritical -cati*esses; by false pro- 
fessions of affection, to draw us td 
his embrace, and involve us in war 
with Great Britain, which he well 
knows will sink us iiUo calamities, 
he cannot in any other way inflict. 
• We have in this article a masterly 
exposition of the principles and po- 
licy, as well as of the practical effects 
of the French decrees; and so clear 
a view is given of the designs of the 
emperour upon this country, and of 
our « past and present relations'* 
with France; that the American who 
will not read, is a traitor to himself. 
Let the man who doubts Mr. W's 
Americanism, turn to these pages; 
let him observe the knowledge dis- 
played there of our best interests, 
the anxious solicitude for their pre- 
servation, the ardent love of country, 
the rational respect for the Ameri- 
can people, their character, power, 
and resources, and his doubts must 
give way to admiration and affection 
for such a defender of our rights. 

In the true spirit of honest impar- 
tiality, Mr. W. applies his powers 
to the British orders in council, 
which he pronounces, "in the Wgh- 
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est degree, ill-timed^ impolitick, and 
unjust.'* Indeed, he considers the 
British as the dupes of France in this 
business. 

The following is an elegant and 
grateful tribute to our revolutionary 
worthies: — " We hold in the highest 
veneration, the memories of those 
who swayed the councils, and fought 
the battles of this country, in the war 
of our independence. There was a 
loftiness of spirit about them, as 
well as energy of deliberation and 
of action, which never can be too 
much admired or too warmly ap- 
plauded. Their's were 

** Virtues that shine the light of human 
kind, 

^ And, rayed through story, warm remo- 
test time." 

I shall not be pardoned by those 
who may read these remarks, for 
having so much extended them as 
to preclude me from introducing 
copious extracts from the work, I 
would recommend to attention. In 
truth, it cannot be fairly judged of 
by parts. It is only by a view of the 
whole that its symmetry, its elegance, 
and strength, can be seen. The firm 
statement of facts; the lucid ar- 
rangement of the proofs; and the lo- 
gical precision of the deductions, 
must be all taken together, before 
their excellence can be comprehend- 
ed. I will, however, indulge in one 
further extract, as being particularly 
applicable to my purpose. 

" We cannot conclude,'* says Mr. W. 
** this article, to which the Importance of 
the subject has induced us to give an ex- 
tension not contemplated by our general 
plan, without repelling an accusation 
which will, in all likelihood, be preferred 
against us. We expect to be called the 
blind apologists of Great Britain, and the 
zealots of a party. These epithets we dis- 
claim, because we know that in denoun- 
cing the views of France, and in- reproba- 
ting the measures of our administration, 
we have but one object; — and that is, — the 
good of this country— to the institutions of 
which we are as ardently attached as 
any of those who may think fit to asperse 
our motives. We bear no cnxnity or malice 



to the men in power; but we will protest 
against their ability to mailage the affairs 
of this nation^ andinust exprew our fears 
for her safety and publish our warnings, 

* While such as these 
* Presume to lay their hands upon the ark 
' Of hermagniiicent and awful cause.' 

" CJreat Britain, we know, has hereto- • 
fbre often abused her power in her rela- 
tions with the United States, and may^ 
hereafter, abuse it. At any otlier time, we 
should be as vehement in our oppositioa 
to her, and as indignant at her injustice 
as the most clamorous of her revilers are 
now. But we are overpowered by the sense 
of evils impending from another quarter 
more formidable and pressing than any 
which she is either able or disposed to in- 
flict upon us." 

The miscellaneous department of 
the American Review is filled with 
materials prepared and chosen with 
the finest judgment and taste. The 
Letters on France and England, 
the productions of Mr. W's fertile 
pen, hold a foremost place; and for 
interesting matter and spirited de- 
scription, are not surpassed in the 
same line of composition. A Sketch 
of Palestine, translated by the edi- 
tor, from Mr. de Chateaubriand, is 
full of the char acteris tick eloquence 
and vivacity of the Frenchman; and 
takes us to scenes that touch the 
scholar's heart. Sympathies and as- 
sociations rush upon us ^^ pleasant 
but mournful to the soul." The ac- 
count of the first night passed iu 
Athens, is uncommonly vivid and 
beautiful. It forced upon my recol- 
lection the fine lines in Dyer's 
" Ruins in Rome." 

•* The pilgrim oft 
At dead of night, mid his oraison, bears 
Aghast the voice of time; disparting tow- 
ers 
Tumbling all precipitate, down dashed. 
Rattling' aroLiud, loud Ihundtring to the 

moois; 
While murmurs sooth ep.ch awful interval. 
Of ever falling waters.*' 

We have also, in this number, a^ 
Character of Fisher Ames; — Re- 
view of the Lady of the Lake— nf 
the Fight of Fulkirk — notice of un 
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Italian History of the war of the 
.Independence of the United States 
•—notice of an Historical Essay on 
the temporal power of the Popes—. 
Kotzcbue's ancient history of Prus- 
fiift-^-and notices of a number of in>- 
teresting foreign publications. 

We may safely aver, that in ex- 
tent, interest, variety, and excellence 
of matter, this journal need affect 
no diffidence in claiming a rank with 
any similar production abroad. 

To the whole is added, as an ap^ 
pendix, a copious and valuable se- 
lection of state papers. 

Whether a work, at once so ho- 
nourable and so useful to our coun- 
try, shall continue, must depend 
upon the patronage it shall receive; 
the patronage, not only of those who 
read, but of those, also, who can 
■write. It is idle to imagine, that' the 
labour of any individual can, alone, 
sustain for any great length of time, 
the weii^ht of such a work; and men, 
■who have either pride or interest in 
the character and concerns of the 
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United States, are bound by pfAffnt 
obligations to give their utmost aid 
to an undertaking which has com- 
menced its career so brilliantly, and 
given such pledges lor relying, 
tour fold, all they can do &>r it. 

I address mjself to no party, as 4 
distinction arising from domestick 
dissensions, but to the Amebic ak 
Party, as regards our great nation-^ 
al interests and policy, in relation tp 
foreign powers, about which vfc 
should be wholly and indivisibly uni« 
ted. To ihaifiartyj to Anxeriqans, as 
distinguished from foreign intruderst 
the doctrines of this journal cannot 
be offensive or unacceptable. They 
are truly and ardently American; 
and whatever preference Mr. W. 
gives to Great Britain in relation to 
her conflict with the <^ homicide des? 
potism," he gives her none eiver his 
own country; on the contrary, he 
grounds his preference very much 
on the belief that our safety waits op 
her success* 



FROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 

A second Journey in Spain, in, the Spring of 1809; from Lisbon, through the Western 
Skirts of the Sierra? Morena, to Sevitla, Cordova, Grana4a, Malaga andOibraltars 
and thence to Tetuan and Tangiers. With plates, containing 34 figures, iUustrative 
of the Costume and Manners of the Inhabitants of several of the Spanish Pfovio- 
ces. By Robert Semple, author of Observations in a Journey through Spain and 
Italy to Naples, and thence to Smyrna and Constantinople, in 1805; also of Walks 
and Sketches at the Cape of Good Hope; and of Charles Ellis. Crown 8vo. pp. 3fW. 
8« boards. London. 



THE present is the third time 
that Mr. Semple has come under 
Our jurisdiction in the capacity of a 
traveller; the first occasion having 
been, as a describer of the Cape, 
and the next as a tourist in Spain. 
The interest excited in the publick 
mind by the situation of that coun- 
try induced him, during the last 
year, to resume his travels; and he 
has lost no time in bringing before 
lii« readers the fruit of his research-^ 



es. In our former criticisms, we took 
occasion to censure his inelegancics 
and inaccuracies of style, while we 
paid a tribute of commendation to 
the fidelity of his descriptions. 
These impressions have been re- 
called to our recollection by the pe- 
rusal of the work before us. It pos- 
sesses an equal degree of merit witb 
its predecessors, m regai'd to can- 
dour of delineation; and it continues 
tp betray the traces of the same false 
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iastc in composition, particularly ia 
a disposition to launch oat too fro- ' 
quentlf into sentimental effusions. 
We have remarked also, several er* 
rours in regard to local circum* 
litances, the result of too hasty ob« 
servation, and of too rapid a progress 
in travelling. 

After a tedious passage of nearly 
a month, Mr. Semple arrived at Lis* 
bon, in the packet from Falmouth, 
fm the 29th Januar}', 1809. He found 
that capital ,in alarm at the recent 
successes of the French over the Spa- 
niaixls, and the spirit of the people 
depressed by the retreat of general 
Moore. The government paper was 
fit a depreciation of 30 per cent* 
the eagerness to transfer property to 
England caused a hi^h premium on 
bills. And so impatient were our 
countrymen in Lisbon to return, that 
nine places for the home passage 
iwere engaged before Mr. Semple 
left the packet to step on shore. 
The appeals , of government, how- 
ever, roused the Portuguese to the 
appearance, at least, of reustance; 
and the squares and streets were 
lined with motley groups of volun- 
teers. After having descanted on the 
inefficacy of such a force for the de- 
fence of a country against regular 
troops, Mr. Semple proceeds to 
give a distressing example of the 
disorders which men, who had been 
long subjected to bad government, 
and were armed on a sudden, are 
liable to commit 

** The mob of lis]t>on was armed, and 
determined to show that it was so. Every 
night, at least one Frenchman, or one 
suspected to be so, was discovered an4 
drag-ged to prison, where, generally, his 
dead body alone arrived. 1 myself was 
witness to an Englishman bein^ murder- 
ed in this manner, and strove m vain to 
save his life. An Englishman! you ex* 
claim. Yes, reader, an Englishman. It 
was on a Sunday evening, and I was pro- 
ceeding up tlie principal street, when, 
having advanced a little beyond the head* 
quarters of the English general, I heard 
the Routings of a great mob. They dreW 
nearer, and I presently found myself in* 
• VOL. V. 2 p 



v^lo^^d is a furious crowdi draggiof 
along a poor wretch in the English dress; 
his coiuitenance disfigured 'witli bloody 
and hardly able to stagger along from th^ 
blows which he had received. I demand- 
ed liis crime. They told rae be was a 
Frenchman : but an English officer, wlio 
was in the crowd, exclaimed, that it wap 
his servant, ^nd endeavoured to reason 
with some who appeared as leaders of the 
mob. At this intelligence I made my ut- 
most efforts to get near the unfortunate 
man, and just arrived in time to seize, with 
both my hands, a pike, which some 6rav9^ 
Portuguese from behind was endeavour- 
ing to thrust into his back. I called out 
to the ofEcer to assist me. He replied, 
it was the positive order of the general 
that in all such cases no Englishman 
should interfere, and advised me to take 
care of my own life. I was in the midst of 
pikes, swords, and daggers, which seem- 
ed to be thrust about in all directions, as 
if through madness or intoxication* In 
spite of all my struggles, I was thrown 
down and nearly trampled upon by the 
mob; and at length, with difficulty escaped 
from amongst them. Next morning I was 
informed that the poor wretch had been 
murdered in the course of the night. And 
this passed within one hundred yards of 
the English head-quarters ! 
'• ^ AsMHise they were armed, and the 
enemy was not at their gates, the Portu- 
guese already began to utter rhodomon« 
tades. Every man finding a weapon in his 
hands, perhaps for the first time, per- 
formed with it a thousand deeds of hero- 
ism. But not merely what they were goin^ 
to do, what they had already done against 
the common enemies of Europe, was the 
topick of their discourses. They had gain- 
ed, in conjunction with their English al- 
lies, the battle of Vimeira. It was a Por- 
tuguese soldier who made general Brenier 
pris6ner, and they had beaten the French 
at Oporto. Lest there should be any 
doubt of these facts, an engraving of 
the battle of Vimeira, to be found in eve* 
ry shop, represented the dreadful Portu^ 
guese dragoons charging the enemy, and 
bearing away, at least, one half of tho 
{>alm of victory 

** The English have suppprted a regen- 
cy odious to the people, and have lost 
more by that, and the convention of Cintra« 
than they gained at Vimeira. The French 
are attacking, in all directions, old and 
corrupted establishments, ready to fall by 
dieir own weight. We fly to prop them 
up with the whole of England's strength. 
The natural consequence is, that the 
people of^most countries execrate the 
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■^vend), hat find it hard to oondemn mifaDj 
of their measures; while, on the c<»ntrary« 
the English are very generally beloved* 
and their measures execrated. The former 
government of Portugal, of which th^ 
present regency is the representative, was 
a very bad one. Its oppressions and its i^ 
Vorance were alike notorious. Yet w!p have 
linked ourselves to this government, and 
not to the people. We make no app<$als, 
as it were, directly from nation to nation. 
All that we say comes to the people 
through the medium of magistrates, not 
beloved nor respected, further than that 
they hold an arbitrary power in their 
hands. 

" I beheld at Lisbon a government, 
hated, yet implicitly obeyed; an^ tliis was 
to me a kind of clue to the national cha- 
racter, where the hereditary rights of ty- 
rannizing in the great, and long habits of 
servitude in the multitude, compose the 
principal traits. But the people are awa- 
kened; they are appealed to; they are arm- 
ed ! and habits of freedom wUl, by de- 
grees, arise among them.^-Never. This 
nation, with all its old rites, its supersti- 
tions, and its prejudices of three centu- 
ries, is in its decrepitude. To produce 
any good the whole race must be renew- 
ed. Their present enthusiasm, produced 
by the pressure and the concurrence of 
wonderful circumstances, proves to me 
nothing." 

From Lisbon, the author i$et out 
^ travel post to Seville, by the way 
of BadaJQs and the Sierra Morena; 
and^ notwithstanding the fqrehodings 
of his friends, who endeavoured to 
dissuade him from the undertal$:ing, 
he accomplished the journey, and 
feached Seville In saiFety. He passed 
.a week in this ancient city, and de- 
^ote$ a chapter to a descciptiqn of 
the remarkable objects contained in 
iti He then prosecuted his journey 
to Cordova and Granada, not, as 
hitherto on horseback, but in a mu- 
leteer's train; which mode of travel- 
ling was slow, but afforded him an 
undisguised view of the manners of 
the Spaniards in hunible life. We 
extract a few of the passages in 
which he seems to have been most 
successful in conveying an impres- 
sion of their customs and disposi- 
tions. 

" On the afternoon of the 16tji of Pe- 
iD^uary, I repaired to the gate of Carmona, 



mbwe I found the mukteevs and thdr 
cat^e already collected. My portmanteau 
was placed on one side of the back of a 
inule^ and balanced on the other with a 
large bundle of bacalao, or salt fish. I 
irode upon an ass urithout a bridle, with 
my pistols, my cloak, and my leatherlft 
«inB-)iotlle, fattened to the pommel of ra^ 
saddle^ A woman, who was also going tki 
Cordoba, sat in a kind of f hair on the 
back of another ass{ and about three 
o'clock, the principal carrier having giveh 
the signal, the whole proceasion, consist- 
ing of five or six men/ and nearly foitf 
mules andHUttes, moved on alo|ig the 
rpad of C^^TOona.**-- 

** At this season, nothifig could surpas^B 
tlie beautiful appearance of the plain of 
Sevilla, covered with fields of rising corfi 
and olive plantations. Here and there 
some of the later kinds of trees stood, yet 
bare of leaves, and presented striking 
contrasts to the , universal green which 
surrounded them. As we proceeded, the 
fields became less cultivated, and the 
hedges were, in general, of aloes mixed 
with pines. It was dark before we reached 
Ervizo, a stage of four leagues from Se- 
villa, and a place of about five hundred 
houses. The mules were all unloaded, and 
their burthens piled up together at one 
end of a hall, payed with rough stones, 
which occupied the whole length of the 
house. At the other end was the fire- 
place, where the mistress of the house, 
expecting our arrival, was already busy in 
preparing our supper of salt fish, eggs, 
and oil. After supper, each of the mide- 
teers spread out the furniture and saddles 
of his mules for a bed; whilst, for me, 
a few bundles of straw w^re laid side by 
side over the stones, on which, wrapped 
up in my cloak, 1 slept roundly till the 
morning. 

"It was 8. o'clock on the 17th, before 
our caravan was completely in motion. 
The first part of pur road w^ through a 
country of continued hills and dales, culr 
tivated in patches of h^autiful green, amid 
. va^t tracts gf wild and barren land. As 
we approach Carmona, a stage of two long 
leagues^ Uie soil is in general of a sandier 
nature, but more extensively cultivated. 
This part of the country appeared to be 
remarkably destitute pf water; I did not 
observe a single brook all this morning. 
Near the road side was a peasant girl 
selling water; and a Spanish soldier being 
drinking at the same time, I went up to 
follow his example. Having drank a goblet 
full, I was proceeding to pay for it, but 
the girl informed me that the senior who 
hs^d just walked oh, had paid for me^ 
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Tfai< b a custom rety common among' aftl 
iraoks in S^tn, towards tbose-vhont they 
|>erceive to be strangers. It is. meant to 
l^ive an exalted idea of the generosity and 
magnificence of the Spanish character; and 
the traveller will sometimes be surprised 
to find bis dinner paid for at a publick 
table by some unknown, wbo has left the 
house, whom he most probably will never 
flee again, and whose Very name is conu 
ceaTed from him. In the (iresent instance, 
however, I did not long remain indebted 
to my bare-legged benefactor; he being 
on foot* X speedily overtook him; an^ 
Although he positively refused to accept 
of money, he allowed me to discharge the 
obligation, by a long draught out of my 
leathern bottle, which came away very 
lank from his embrace."— ^ 

** I was surrounded, at Uie viUage of 
l^osadas, by people of all classes, who, 
.under various pretences, asked me a 
hundred questions, and examined minute- 
ly my cloak, my dress, and my English 
saddle. On my account a better supper 
.was prepared than I had met with since 
leaving Sevilla. Five or six rabbits were 
broiled upon the embers, then pulled to 
pieces, put into a large wooden bowl, and 
over all was poured hot water, mixed 
with oil, vinegar, garlick, pimento, and 
salt. As usual we aU sat down togetlier, a 
large leathern bottle, holding about three 
quarts, was filled with tolerable wine, and 
being intrusted to one of the company to 
act as our Ganymede, the repast began. 
For some time, hunger prevented all 
conversation, but our cupbearer performed 
his office with such dexterity, that before 
fiupper was finished, our bottle was 
emptied, and the Andalusian peasant be- 
gan to show himself in all his vivacity. 
It was voted unanimously that the bottle 
should be replenished. They talked loud, 
they laughed, they sang, they cursed the 
French, and swore that even should all 
the rest of Spain be overrun, Andalusia 
Was sufficient to protect itself from every 
invader. On a sudden a fierce quarrel 
orosci high words passed, knives were 
drawn> and I expected to see oui* supper 
end in bloodshed; when the hostess, after 
various Vain attempts to allay the storm, 
began to repeat the evening service to the 
virgin. Immediately all was calm, the 
knives were sheathed, all hats were off, 
and at each pause the whole assembly 
murmured forth the response, and de- 
voutly made tlie sign of the cross. As 
often as the quai-rel seemed likely to be 
renewed, the good woman had recourse 
to the same expedient, and always with 
the same success, until the anger of the 



pitsfSkii i>eaig weaiied oot^ taiher thaa 
assuaged, we broke up in silence, if not 
in frwndship. These Andalusians ar^ 
certainly a strange, good natured, irasci- 
ble, fickle, lively kind of a race. On the 
ensuing morning I expected to see som^ 
traces of a quarrtl so violent and so re- 
cent; but far from it, the parties were now 
the best friends in the world, and, al- 
though it . was Sunday, were very busily 
engaged at a game of cards."— 

** bur protracted stay at Posadas ena- 
bled me to witness one of those scenes 
which mark, as it were, the vei-y out- , 
skirts of war, and affect us- more thaA 
those of greater horrour. A poor woman 
of the plabe had been informed that ner 
only son was Villed in battle, ahd she, of 
course, had given herself up to' grief; but 
this very morning a peasant arrived with 
certain intelligence, not only that" her son 
was living, but that he was actually ap- 
proaching tlie village, and not above a 
league distant from it. The first shock of 
these good tidings overpowered the mo- 
ther's feelings; she ran out into the street, 
uttering screams of joy, and telling every 
one sh.e met that he was not dead, that h^ 
was living, that he was approaching, that 
he would soon be in his dear mother's 
house. After some time, she exclaimed: 
•But why do I stop here? come away, 
come away, and meet him,' and so say- 
ing, attired as she was, she hurried into 
the road, and soon.disappeared. But what 
can describe her return ? Her son lived, 
but, alas ! how changed since last she 
saw him ! His arm had been carried away 
by a cannon ball, the bandages of his 
' wound were died with blood, he was pa.le 
and emaciated, and so weak that he wias 
with difficulty supported on his ass, in a 
kind of cradle, by tlie help of a peasant 
who walked by his side. On the other 
side walked his mother — now looking 
down on the ground — now Up to heaven— 
but chiefly on her son, with anxious eyei, 
and a countenance in which joy and grief, 
exultation and despondency, reigned by 
turns.** 

On arriving at Granada, Mr. Sera- 
pie is 50 forcibly struck with the 
. beauty of the prospect, as to cease 
to wonder, that the Moors on the 
Barbary coast should continue to 
pray for the reestablishment of their 
empire in this seat of magnificence 
and luxuris^nre. The ruins of the 
Alhambra ^gaged, in course, his 
particular attention; and he admired 
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Its beaiittes in delaii: but wheh be 
viewed it as a whole, he experieneed 
Ihe same disappointment m this ^s 
in other Moorish monuments^ Being 
so near the Sierra NeTada, Mr. Sem- 
ple determined to ascend towards 
its summit as far as its condition at 
that season [the beginning of March] 
would permit his approach; but the 
enterprise was attended with consi- 
derable hazard, at least on the s^m 
cond day, when his progress is thus 
.described: 

« We rose by dawn of day. The morn- 
ing was charming^, but my companions 
were shivering with cold, although not 
exceeding that often experienced in En- 
gland, on a fine morning in autumn. As 
soon as the shadow of tlie peak became 
visible on the snow to the westward we 
set out. The deep chasm or valley on our 
right led directly to the bottom of the 
pQak» but other chasms from the heights 
on our left opening intathis principal one, 
intersected our path at every interval of 
live or six hundred yards; and occasioned 
us infinite trouble in jSassing them. By 
degrees the sides and bottoms ol these 
chasms became covered with snow, frag- 
ments of bi-oken ice, and rocks smooth with 
tl>e dew frozen on tlieir surface, to which 
the sun had not yet reached. At length we 
arrived where all traces of vegetation 
were lost and buried beneath the snow, 
which extended in every direction to the 
summit of the peak. Here my guide, fa- 
tigued and alarmed, would proeeed .nor 
further, but ^pointed out some broken 
rocks on the left, called the Heights of 
Saint Francisco, at the foot of which he 
promised to watch my progress and await 
my return. I ascended now alone, more 
cautiously and slowly, along the summit 
of a ridge which appeared to terminate 
at the bottom of the very highest part of 
the peak. Sometimes the surface of the 
snow was softened, and I sunk up to the 
midleg, not without occasional apprelien- 
sions, until I found myself uniformly stop- 
ped by a frozen bank beneath. At other 
times my progress was along so slippery 
« surface, that I proceeded witli the ut^ 
iriost difficulty, being frequentiy obliged 
to l)reak small holes with my stick, and 
. crawl upon my hands and knees. In this 
manner, however, I surmounted all the 
neigbouring peaks, and ridges of moun- 
tains, an elevation of which I was made 



folly sensible by tlie sudden changed 
the at]iMMi|»liere. Bathed as I was in pov 
'Spiration, an extremely cold wind aU at 
once blew upon me, and caused an instant 
chill over my whole frame^ the effects of 
which I felt ipng afterwards. But the sight 
of the iiighcst peak, to which 1 was now se 
near^ Uis|^ffed me with/resh courage, and 
after great exertions I arrived to within 
two hundred yards at farthest of perpen- 
dicular height from the summit. Here all 
farther progress became impossible. I had 
n0W got to the end of the ridge on which 
I had: proceeded so long, and nearly ta 
its junction wkth the highest part of the- 
peak, which rose before me exceedingly 
steep, and entirely covered with frozen 
snow. 1 endeavoured to make holes with 
my stick, and to ascend in a slanting di- 
.reotion; but baying proceeded twenty or 
thirty. paces, and stopping to take boeath, 
on casting my eyes downwards, I was not 
a little alarmed to find, that from the 
moment of leaving the summit of the 
lidge, 1 had incurred the danger of slip- ^ 
ping down into a tremendous valley on 
one side of it. I almost turned giddy with 
the sig^t. The pieces of frozen snow 
which 1 had broken off slid down with 
astonishing rapidity, and clearly showed 
me what my fate must be should I n^ke 
a single false step. Having stopped a few 
minutes to recover myself, and become 
familiarized with the sight of the deep 
valley of ice, I retraced my footsteps, and 
never felt more thankful than ;6rhen I re-. 
gained the summit of the ridge. I was 
not before aware, that in so short a disr 
tance I could have incurred so great a 
dknger. From this point I was fain to 
content myself with* the views of the sur- 
. rounding. mountains, which appeared eve- 
ry where tossed in great confhsion, al- 
though all appai-ently connected with, or , 
branching from the high mountain on 
which I stood. It did not appear possible 
even if provided with proper instruments,' 
to gi'oupthem under any foi*m, so strange- 
ly did they intersect each other. Towards 
the east, the view was intercepted by the 
peak and its slope in that direction^ byt, 
on every other side it was a stormy sea' 
of mountains. I was able cleaily to dis- 
tinguish the mountains which separate 
the province of Granada from that of An- 
dalusia, those towards the noilhem parts 
of Murcia, the Sierra of Malaga, and the 
. mountains towards Gibraltar. On some of 
these ridges immense white clouds rested 
as if immovable; on others daii storms 
appeared to be braoding, whilst some 
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were in. a blax« of wMhUiefroni the^r 
bare and stony summiU to where they 
mingled with the plains." \ 

On leaving Granada, Mr. Seniple 
tesalved to change again his anode 
of travelling. He had sustained a 
irobbery when in the company of the 
muleteers, and he now took care to 
fiet out together with a party who 
were able to protect tliemselves. 
They proceeded to Malaga^ and in 
tlleir route discovered tire vestiges 
of the Moors in several of the pub- 
lick buildings, but more frequently 
in the features of the inhabitants. 
The continued practice of irrigation 
«0brded also a pleasing example of 
the preservation of Moorish im- 
provements. From Malaga, Mr.Sem- 
J)le travelled to Gibraltar, whence he 
-determined to cross over to the Bar- 
^ry shore, and attempt a jouroey to 
Fez. In this expedition he was ac- 
companied by three of his Country- 
alien, sir William Ingilby, Dr. Dar- 
•win (the son of Dr. Erasmus Dar-, 
^in) and Mr. Theodore Galton. 
Since nothing can he done ainong 
tlie Moors without presents, the tra- 
▼ellers took with 'them patterns of 
doth of various coloui's, each sufir- 
xient for a Moorish garment; to 
which they added a tent, a table, and 
a stock qf utensils for cookery; and, 
as they were wholly unacquainted 
with the language, they provided 
themselves with an interpreter. They 
crossed over to Ceuta, and proceed- 
ed without interruption as far as Te* 
tuan; hut» on applying for passports 
to Fez, they found it impossible to 
remove the suspicions which were 
conceived by the Moors, m regard 
to the object of their journey to the. 
ktteriour. In vain they urged the 
pleasure which they would enjoy 
from the sight of a country and of 
manners so different from their own, 
since the governour and his coun- 
sellors insisted that men could never 
be so £[>oUsh as to take so much 
trouble for the gratification of mere 
curiosity. The Moors, however, pro- 



nmed to write to Fez for passport^ 
but a tedious delay of three weeks 
intervened, and the permission, when 
received, extended no farther than 
Tangierst Saliee, and a few other 
towns along the coast* 

Wearied with the evasions of the 
Moors, the travellers determined to 
confine their journey within narrow 
limits. They were highly gratified 
with the fenilc and romantick coun- 
4ry around Tetuan ; and they were 
surprised to meet with numbers of 
camels, an animal which they did 
not expect to see so near the con- 
fines of Europe. In riding across the 
country from Tetuan to Tangiers, 
they had an opportunity of observ- 
ing the simple manners of the 
Moors in their huts and tents; in 
which the women were employed 
in spinning a coarse kind of thread, 
or in grinding com between two 
flat stones, while the children were 
making butter by swinging back- 
wards and forwards a skinful of milk 
suspended from the top of the tent. 
From Tangiers, the party crossed 
over to Tarifa in Spain. Short aa 
this African journey was, Mr. Sem- 
pie recommends a similar excursion 
to every person who travels in Spain. 
A visit to Tetuan and Tangiers may 
be performed in four or five days^ 
and even this transient glance will 
suffice to bring under the tmveller's - 
observation many points of resem—, 
blance in the customs of the Spa* 
niards and tlie Moors. The armour, 
the dress, and the riding accoutre- 
ments of both are the same ; their, 
houses arc formed on the same mo- 
del; and the Spanish cookery is evi- 
dently of Moorish origin. In both 
countries, the implements of agri- 
culture are the same, and the pro- 
gress of the art equally slow. 

On returning to Gibraltar, Mr. 
Semple found the town thronged 
with Spaniards, and French refu- 
gees. The cannon, -mortarsf and bul- 
lets of the Spanish lines had . been 
removed into the fortress, and placed 
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at the disposal of the. govemcmri 
From the old rock^ our travell^* re- 
turned to England by way of Cadiz; 
and he concludes his work with ob- 
servations on the political state of 
Spain) written with consUlerable ani^ 
xnation and energy. He is of opinion 
tliaty with so large a disposable force 
as we possessed, much more might 
have been done to aid the Spaniards 
in their struggle. We regret that 
our limits do not permit us to make 



a quototion from tMs part of thd 
book. Thq plates representing the 
dress of the Spaniards in various 
ranks of life, appear to be faith^ 
and lively delineations. And on the 
whole, this little volume, though 
transgressing in the points to which 
we have already adverted, wiil be 
found equal in interest to the labours 
of sevei*al travellers of the present 
day^ who came before the pubjlck 
with loftier pretensions^ 



J-ROM THE MONTHLY REVIEW. 

Mamkt Travestie,- in three Acts, with Annotatioiis by Dr. jQhnsony and George St^ 
vensy Esq. and other ComiDcntators. ISmo. 3«. boards. 1810. 



AVAUNT, ye crying phiJosft*. 
phers, your sobbing and blubbering 
will not do now. ^' Take it for all in 
all," it is a poor sort of a pastime; 
and a good, hearty laugh, which 
helps to shake the dust and cob- 
webs of melancholy off the heart, is 
vorth a belly full of it. If we did not 
at first altogether relish the idea of 
having one of the esteemed trage- 
dies of our divine bard metamorpho- 
sed by low burlesque, we could not 
help shaking our old sides when we 
found the thing so well done. Now, 
gentle reader, think not that our 
senses are gone to the valley of the 
moon on our making this confession. 
Had Shakspeare himself, who was 
a merry grig of the Jlrat walerj been 
alive, he would have delighted in 
this very comick travestie of his 
Hamlet, and have relished the hu- 
morous blackguardism by which af- 
fecting scenes are converted into 
broad farce. The modem slang is 
played oflf to good effect, both in the 
dialogue and in the songs, which 
are substituted for the soliloquies; 
and throughout the burlesque is well 
preserved. We feel ourselves obliged 
to the author for relieving the or- 
dinary dullness of our occupation, 
by so sprightly a sally: we have re- 
lished his fun; and we recomtnend 



a pesusal of it as no .bad expedient 
for dissipating the effects of Novem- 
ber and December fogs; for he who 
laughs heartily will never be dispo- 
sed to tuck himself up to his bed 
post, or to throw himself into the 
river. That our readers may have a 
taste of this oddly cooked and ism* 
tastically garnished Hamlet, we pre- 
sent them with the substitute for 
the sublime soliloquy in the fii^st act, 
beginnfng, " that this too, too solid 
Jlesh^ &c. which is thus untrage- 
dized: 

SONG— HAMLET. 
[Tunei— i>erry-dbw«.3 

** A ducat I'd give if a sure way I knew. 
How to tliaw and resolve my stout flesh 

into dew ! 
How happy were I, if no sin were 4elf 

slaughter! 
Fop I'd then throw myself and my cares 

in the water. 

Deiry dovm, dovm, dawn derry dcnm; 

" How weary, how profitless^ stale, and 

how fiat. 
Seem to me all life's uses, its joys and 

all that: 
This world is a garden unweedcd; and 

clearly 
Not worth living for, things rank hold it, 

merely. Derry down, &c. 

•* Two months have scarce pass'd since 
dad's death, and my moUier, 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN NOftTH AMERICA. 



251 



L9ce a bUErte as afae Ib, has just marHed nifi f^v^otlen ! dh fraiU^, thy name sure 

his brother. > is woman ! 

To wed such a bore,— but 'tis aU too late ^ Derry dotfrn, &c, 

now, * . 

We ean't make a sil]k purse of the ear of ** 'to marry my uncle ! my father's own 

a $ow. ^ brother ? 

Deny down, kc. I'm as much like a licni a^ one's like the 

i othier. 

<' So fondly he loved her, Vve oft heand It will not by )iago, it can't leome to 

him tell her, g^d — 

* If it rains, my dear^Gertrude, pray take But break my poor heart — I'd say more if 

my umbrella.' I could? 
When too roughly the winds have beset 



^hly tl 
her, he hath said, 
.• My dear, take my Belcher* to tie round 
your head*' 

Derry dovm, &c, 

*« Why, zounds ! she'd hang^ on him, as 

much as to say, 
♦The longer Hove you, the longer I may?* 
Yet before one cQuld whistle, as Vui a 

tnie man. 



Derry down, &c. 

We could offer another plate«full 
to the reader, but shall only add:**— 

Should you ^elish this slice, for the good 

of the cook. 
Pray throw down your money and pur- 
- chase his book. - 



FROM THE BRITISH CRIT|CK. 



Travels through Lower Canada, and the Umted States of Nof& America, in 6ie 
Years 1806, 1807, and 1808. To which are added. Biographical Notes and Anecdote* 
of some of the leading Characters in the United States; and of those who have, at^ 
various Periods, bom a conspicuous Part in the Politicks of that Country. By Johfl 
Lambert. In thyee VolumeSt 8vo, 1/. 1 Js. ^d. With Engravings. 



WE have read these volumes 
wiUi considerable interest, and have 
received from the perusal much and 
important information. The author, 
a very intelligent man, and well 
qualified for the inquiries, the re- 
sult of which his volumes commu- 
nicate, accompanied a near relation 
to Canada, to accomplish, under the 
sanction of government, the cultiva- 
tion of hemp.' An xincjertaking often 
recommended, but never yet suc- 
cessfully performed. The individuals 
concerned embarked on their voyage, 
full of the most flattering hopes 
and expectations. They were to re- 
ceive from the Canadian govern- 
ment 150 acres of clear landy have 
their expenses paid, and every faci- 
lity afforded them. But no sooner 
had they arrived in Canada, than 
these bright prospects vanished alto- 



gether. Strange to say, the govern- 
ment had not one single acre of clear 
land to give them; they were com- 
pelled to datice attendance at the 
executive council room, for fiv6 
months together, before they re- 
ceived compensation in any form. 
In this interval the farmers and arti- 
ficers whom they carried out with 
them, were seduced from their ser- 
vice, or corrupted by idleness, and 
the bad example of tne lower order 
of Europeans at Quebeck. The ori- 
ginal design thus proving abortive, 
the author thought that he could 
not employ his time better, than to 
avail himself of the opportunity be- 
fore him, to make himself acquaint- 
ed with the country, and its customs 
and inhabitants. Remaining, there- 
fore, for some time at Quebeck, he 
afterwards proceeded up the river to 



♦ A handkerchief so called from Belcher the boxer. 
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MontT»eaI.' Frcmi Memtrcbf he cross- 
ed lake Champlain, and, entering the 
territories of the American govern- 
ment, pursued bis journey to New 
York. At this place he continued^for 
ft considerable time, a#id then em- 
barked for Charleston, in South Ca- 
rolina. From Charleston he visited 
Savannah, on foot, and describes 
New Georgia with some minute- 
iiess; returning to New York, he 
went from thence to Boston. To the 
description of this place, its man- 
ners, commerce, and inhabitants, he 
subjoins some lively biograi>hical 
V notices of the more distinguished 
ciWErai&ters of America, &c. in these 
more recent times, nsmiely, of J effer- 
* son, Madison, Burr, general Hamil- 
, ton, Paine, 8cc. &c From Boston he 
j^gain returned to Canada, and the 
conclusion of the third volume leaves 
the tpaTellcr at Montreal. 

We really know no book of the 
"kind which gives so circumstantial 



'{vniyj^iee. But for myself, 1 6ohti^ it 
aU &9 a mere faree; and it TrtUsfbe 80» 
since tfie wditien say tt^at they only tell 

- the priests apart, and conceal the rest.' A 
few years ago, the jiitot picked up an En- 
glish bible, which had been thrown ashore 
from the wreck of a ship. As he under- 
stood the kingfuage, he read it through, 
and it opened ^lis eyes so.mach, that he 
could ndt forbear, soon after^ d^sputifty 
witli his card upon' certain points of reli- 
gion. The latter was much surprfsed to 
find him so knowing, and inquired hdW 
he had obtain^ his information; upon 
which the old man showed him the bible. 
The priest declared it was not a' fit book 
for him to read, and desired he would 
give it into his charge. This tlie pilot re- 
fused, and the curd threatened to write^o 
the bishop and hav^hhn exccrtnmunicated 
as a heretick. But finding that ne^^er 
threats, nor entreaties, had arty effect, he 
was necessitated to request that he would 
keep it to himself, and not let any of his 
neighbours know that he had such a 
book. The old pilot declared, that he fcon- 
sidered the finding of that bible the hap- 
piest 6VeV»t of his life, in consequenfee of 
the comfort and consdlai^ion which he 
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British settlements, and of the Unl 
fjod {^tes of America, from the coast 
!df Labrador to the gulph of Florida. 
Having sddthis, and placed before 
bur readers the outline of the tra- 
veller's routb) it. becon\es a point of 



The following account of the 4o* 
piestick manners of the Habitaos, 
will hardly be perused without a 
smile? - 

" The furniture of the riabltans. Is plain 



iUBticetQ intrpduce a few specimens ^nd simple, and most commonly of their 

«f die amusement and infiormatioii — ' '^'^ * ^- j^- ^v^-— 

which mky be expected. 

The fuUowkig anecdote, in the 
beginning of the first volume, intro- 
4iicpS;i;io, feeble argumeBt in.yu^di- 
eatioii of th^ plan pursued by the 
British and Foreign Bible Sosiety: 

*• Our pilot, Louis Le Clair, Ivais an old, 
French Canadian, ptJssesscd, like the rest 
of his couiitrymen, 6f a tolerable opinion 
©f himseltj yet Was k good huthoui^ed, 

inendly fellow: It was not long before we 
bund that his predilection for the clergy 
Was not excessive. He entertained us with 
inany of his whimsical opinions, and de- 
clared; that for his own part, he nevfer 
went to confession, though he allowed hi;j 
M ife and daughters to ^o. ' Woraeh,' says 
he, ♦can never be happy until they let out 
their secrets, and on that account it is 
necessary they should have a confessor} 
J, therefore, pay him his fees, which is 



own workmanship. A few woodeh chairs 
with twig or rush bottoms, and two or 
^ree deal tables, are placed in each room, 
and are seldom very ornamental; they, 
however, sufiice, with a proper number of 
wooden bowls, trenchers, and spoons, for 
the use of the family at meals. A presa, 
and two or three large chests, contain 
their wearing apparel, and pther property. 
A buffet in one corner, contains their 
small display of cups, saucers, :gU8ses, 
and teapots, while a few broken sets ,m>y 
perhaps, grace the mairtlepiece. A clock is 
often found in their best apartment, and 
the sides of the room are ornamented 
With little pictures, or waxen imager of 
saints and crucifixes; of the holy virgui 
and her son. An iron stove is generally 
placed in the largest apartment, with a 
pipe passing through the others into the 
chimney. The kitchen displays very little 
more than kettles of soup; lureens pf milk; 
a table, a dresser, and a few chairs. The 
fireplace is wide, and large logs of wood 
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are pUoedon old.fa«hioiied, iron dogs. A 
woodenxrane supporto the large kettle of 
soup, which is for ever on the fire. 

"Their chief article of food is pork, as 
fat as they can procure it. They all keep 
a g^eat niunber of swine, which they fat- 
ten to their liking. Peas-soup, with a small 
quantity of pork boiled in it, constitutes 
their breakfast, dinner, and supper, day 
after day, with very little alteration, ex- 
cept what is occasioned by a few sausa- 
. ges, and puddings made of the entrails, 
when a hog is kiued; or during lent, when 
fish and vegetables only will suffice. They 
are extremely fond of thick, sour milk, 
and will often treat themselves with a 
dish of it, after their pork. Milk, soup, 
and other spoon meat, are eaten out of a 
general dish, each taking a spoonful after 
the other. Knives and, forks are seldom in 
request. 

" The old people will sometimes treat 
themselves witli tea or /coffee i in which 
case, they generally have to boil their 
water in the fryingpan^ for it rarely hap- 
pens that they have a teakettle in the 
house. An anecdote is related of a gentle- 
man,, who was travelling on the road to 
Montreal several years ag^, when tea was 
almost unknown to the Habitans, and 
when accommodation on the road was 
fiven worse than it is now; he carried with 
him his provisions, and, among the rest, 
he had a pound of tea. On his arrival at 
one of tliepost houses in the evening, he 
told the mistress of tlie house, to make 
him some tea, and gave her tlie parcel for 
that purpose. In (lie mean time, the wo- 
man spread out her plates and dislies, 
knives, and forks, upon the table, and Uie 
gentleman took his meat and loaf out of 
Uie basket (for tea, without something 
more substantial, is poor fare when travel- 
ling, and I always lound, in such cases, 
that a beefsteak, or a slice of cold moat, 
was a considerable improvement to tlie 
tea-table.) After waiting a longer time 
than the gentleman thought necessary to 
make a cup of tea, tlie woman came into 
the room; but how shall I describe his as- 
tonishment, when he beheld the whole 
pound of tea nicely boiled, and spread out 
on a dish, with a lump of butter in the 
middle ! the good woman had boiled it all 
in the chimderon, and was pLacing it on the 
table as a fine dish of greens, to accompany 
the gentleman's cold beef. 

"Milk and water is the usual drink of 
the females and younger part of the fami- 
ly. Bum is, however, the cordial balm 
which relieves the men fjom their caves 
and anxieties. They are })as.sioriately foiul 
ofthis pernicious lititior, and ofu n have a 



debapeh when they go to nutet with 
their commodities. I have seen in the Up- 
per Town market-place, at Quebeck, a 
father and his son both dnmk. The young 
one, however, was not so bad but that 
he was sensible of the impropriety: so he 
tumbled the old man out of the spirit shop, 
into the street, and endeavoured to forge 
him into the berlin, to carry him home. 
The old fellow, however, pulled his soiv 
down by the hair, and began to belabour 
him wiui his fist, uttering ten thousand 
sacr^s and & ■ r t upon his undutiful 
bead. The young man could not extricate 
himself, and being pretty much in tliftt 
state which is called * crying drunk,' he 
' began to weep, calling out at the same 
time: * Jlh mji father^ you do not knano m^ ! 
*My God you do not know me*/ The tears 
ran down hts cheeks, thougii as much, 
most likely, from the blows, and tugs of 
the hair which he received, as from tbo 
idea of his father not knowing him. His 
exclamations, however, caused the old 
man to weep with him, and the scene be- 
came truly ludicrous; for the old fellow 
would not let go his hold, but continued 
his curses, his blows, and his tears, until 
the son was assisted by some other Habi- 
tans, who forced the father into the berlin; 
upon which the young man got In, and 
drove him home. 

" Very few of the country people who 
frequent the ^markets in tlie towns, retom 
home sober, and in wintertime, when there 
is not room for more than one cariole on the 
road, without plunging the horse four or 
five feet deep in snow, these people, ha- 
ving lost their usual politeness by intoxi- 
cation, do not feel inclined to make wi^ 
for the gentry in carioles, and will often 
run their sleighs aboard, and upset them." 
P. 158. 

The following anecdotes are rela- 
ted at p. 388 and p. 424. 

" Our guide, a Cree, whose spirits had 
visibly begun to droop ever since we en- 
tered the defiles of the mountains, was last 

night presented by Mr. with some 

rum, to keep hira hearty in the cause. 
Upon this he made shift to.getdnmk wiUi 
his wife. This morning he complained 
that his head and stomach were out of or- 
der, and asked for a little medicine, which 
was given hinij but finding it did him nei- 
tlicr good nor harm, he called his wife to 
him, where he was sitting amidst us at a 
l:ir!^c fire \vc liad piade to warm ourselves. 
She readily ciimc: he asked her if she had 
a sluirp iWv.U and upon her replying she 
hr;d Mot, he hioke nwv, and made a lancet 
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of it, witli which he opened a vein in his 
wife's arm, she assisting him with great 
good will. Having drawn about a pint of 
blood from her, in a wooden bowl, to our 
astonisliment, he applied it to his mouth, 
quite warm, and drank it oft': then he 
mixed the blood tliat adhered to the ves- 
sel, with water, by way of cleansing the 
bowl, and also drank that off. While I was 
considering the savageness of this action, 
one of our menj with indignation, ex- 
claimed to our guide: * I have eaten and 
smoked with thee, but henceforward thou 
and I shall not smoke and eat together. 
"What, drink warm from the vein, tiie 
blood of thy wife!'—* Oh, my friend,* 
sakl the Indian, • have I done wrong ? 
when I find my stomach out of order, the 
warm blood of my wife, in good health, 
refreshes the whole of my body, and puts 
me to rights: in return, when she is not 
well, I draw blood from my arm; she 
drinks it; and it gives her life: all our na- 
tion do the same, and they all know it to 
be a good medicine.' P. 388. 

** It is a dangerous experiment to wan- 
der cai'elessiy in the woods in Canada, 
without a guide, or a sufficient acquaint- 
ance with the paths; and instances have 
occurred, of people perishing even within 
a small distance of their own habitations. 
A few years ago, two young ladies who 
were on a visit at the house of Mr. Nicho- 
las Montour, formerly of the Northwest 
Company, and who then resided at Point 
du Lac, near Three Rivers, strolled into 
the woods at the back of the house, one 
morning after breakfast, for the purpose 
of regaling themselves with the strawber- 
ries and other fruit which grew abundant- 
ly there, and were then in great perfec- 
tion. One of them had an amusing no- 
vel in her hand, which she read to the 
other; and so interested were tliey with 
the story, and the scenery around them, 
that they never tliought of returning to 
dinner. In this manner they strolled de- 
rightfully along-, sometimes wrapt up in 
the charms of the novel, and at other 
times stopping to gather the fruit which 
lay luxuriantly scattered beneath their 
feet»oi' luing' in clusters over their heads; 
when the declining- sun at lengtli warned 
them that it was late in the afternoon. 
They now began to tliink of rtjturning, 
but iiiifortuftulcly they had wandered fi oni 
the patii, and knew not nhich way to go. 
The sun,' which an h'nw before might 
h;>ve ai Forded them some asHistance, was 
v.ov/ obscured by the lofty trees of tiie 
* )rest; and as the evening closed in, they 
Unmd tliemselves yet more bewildered. 

*/ in the most distracted state they, wan- 



dered about among the shrubs and under- 
wood of the forest, wringing their bands, 
and crying most bitteily at their melan- 
choly situation. Their clothes were nearly 
torn off their backs; their hair hung in a 
dishevelled manner upon their necks; and 
the fruit which in the morning they had 
picked with rapture, they now loathed and 
detested. In this wretched condition they 
wandered till nearly dark, wben they 
came up to a small liut; their hearts beat 
high at the sight; but it was empty ! They 
were, however, glad to take" refuge in it 
for the night, to shelter them from the 
heavy dews of the forest, which were 
then rising. They collected a quantity of 
leaves, with which they made a bed, and 
lay down: but they could not sleep; and 
spent the night in unavailing tears and re- 
proaches at their own cai'elessness. They 
however at times endeavoured to console^ 
each other with the hope that people 
would be despatched by Mr. Montour, in 
search of them. The next morning, there- 
fore, they wisely kept within the hirt, or 
went out only to gather fruit to satisfy the 
Cleavings of appetite; and that which the 
evening before they had loathed u.3 the 
cause of their misfortune, now became the 
means of presei'ving their lives. Towards 
the close of the day, they heard the In- 
dian yell in the woods, but were afraid 
to call out, or stir from the hut, not know- 
ing whether they might be sent in search 
of them, or were a party of strange In- 
dians, into whose hands they did not like 
to trust themselves. 

** A second night was passed in tlie 
same forlorn state; though singular as it 
may appear, one of them became more 
composed, and, in some meaaui*e, even 
reconciled to her situation; which, deplo- 
rable as it was, and uncertain when they 
might be relieved from it, she regarded 
as a r jmantick adventure, and the follow- 
ing morning, with great composure, staid 
in the hut, and read her novel: the other 
gave herself up to despair, and s'at upon 
the bed of leaves, crying and bewailing 
her unhappy fate. In this state they were 
discovered about noon, by a party of In- 
dians, who had been sent out after them, 
and whose yell had been heard by the 
young ladles the preceding evening. Their 
joy at being relieved from such an alarm- 
ing situation, may be more easily con- 
ceived til an described, and was only 
equalled by tlie pleasure whicli their re- 
turn gave to Mr, Montour and his family, 
wlio had almost given them up as lost, 
having been absent nearly three day§, 
and wandered several miles from the 
house." P. 423. 
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Our extracts from the first vo- 
lume having been rather copious, 
we must restrain ourselves in the 
two which succeed, but the descrip- 
tion of the effect of the embargo at 
New York, as detailed in the second, 
is too interesting to be omitted. 

" When I arrived at New York, in No- 
vember, the port was filled with shipping, 
and the wharfs were crowded with com- 
modities of every description. Bales of 
cotton, wools, and merchandise; barrels of 
potash, rice, flower, and salt provision^; 
hogsheads of sugar, chests of tea, pun- 
cheons of rum, and pipes of wine; bosejs, 
"•cases, packs and packages of all sizes 
and denominations, were strowed upon 
the whai'fs and landing places, or upon 
the decks of the shipping. All was noise 
and bustle. The carters were driving in 
every direction; and the sailors and la- 
bourers upon the wharfs, and on board 
the vessels, were moving their ponderous 
burthens from place to place. The mer- 
chants and their clerks were busily en- 
gaged in their counting liousesor upon the 
piers. The Tontine cofieehouse was filled 
witli underwriters, brokers, merchants, 
traders and politicians;seiling,purchasing, 
trafficking, or ensuring; some reading, 
others eagerly inquiring the news. The 
steps and balcony of tlie coffeehouse were 
crowded with people bidding, or listening 
to the several auctioneers, who had ele- 
vated themselves upon a hogsliead of su- 
j^ar, a puncheon of rum, or a bale of cot- 
ton; and with Stentorian voices were ex- 
claiming: * Once, tivice,^ * Once, trvice* 
' Jlnother cent.* * Thank ye, gentlemen,' 
or were knocking down the goods which 
took up one side of the sti'ect, to the best 
purchaser. The coffeehouse slip, and the 
comers of Wall and Pearl streets, were 
jammed up with carts, drays, and wheel- 
barrows: horses and men were huddled 
promiscuously together, leaving little or 
no room for passengers to pass. Such was 
the appearance of this part of the town 
when 1 arrived- Evei7 thing was in mo- 
tion; all was life, bustle, and activity. 
'I'hc people were scampering in all direc- 
tlons to trade with eacli other, and to 
ship off their purchases for the European, 
Asian, African, and West-lndian markets. 
Every thought, word, look, and action of 
ilie multitude, seemed to be absorbed by 
commerce; the welkin rang with its busy 
lium, and all were eager in the pursui't 
(if its riches. 

*' 13 lit on mv return to New York the 



following April, what a contrast was pre- 
sented to my view, and how' shall I de- 
scribe the melancholy dejection that was 
painted upon the countenances of th^ 
people, who seemed to have taken leave 
of all their former gayety and cheerfuU 
ness. The coffeehouse slip, the wharfs, 
and quays along South street, presented 
no longer the bustle and activity tliat had 
prevailed there five months before. The 
port, indeed, was full of shipping; but 
they were dismantled, and laid up. Their 
decks were cleared, their hatches fastert- 
ed down, and scarcely a sailor was to be 
seen on board. Not a box, bale, cask, 
barrel, or package, was to be seen upon 
the wharfs. Many of the counting houses- 
were shut up, or advertised to be let; and 
the few solitary merchants, clerks, por- 
ters and labourers, that were to be seen, 
were walking about with their hands in 
their pockets. Instead of sixty or one 
hundred carts that used to stand in the 
street for -hire, scarcely a dozen appeared, 
and they were unemployed; a few coast- 
ing sloops and schooners, which were 
clearing out for some of the ports i» the 
United States, were all that remained of 
that immense lousiness which was carried 
on a few months before. The coffeehouse 
was almost empty'; or if there happened 
to be a few people in it, it was merely to 
pass away the time which hung heavy on 
their hands, or to inquire anxiously after 
news from Europe, and from Washing- 
ton; or perha|)s to purchase a few bills, 
that were selling at ten or twelve per 
cent, above par. In fact, every thing pre- 
sented a melancholy appearance. The 
streets near the water side were almost 
deserted, the erass had begim to groto 
upon the whans, and the minds of the 
people were tortured by the vague and 
idle rumours that were set afloat upon the 
arrival of every letter from England, or 
from the scat of government. In short, the 
.*{cene was so gloomy and forlorn, that had 
it been the month of September instead 
of April, I sliould verily have thought 
that a malignant fever was raging in the 
place. So desolating were the eftects of 
the embargo, which in the short space 
of five months, had deprived the first 
commercial city in the states, of all its 
life, hustle, and activity. Caused above 
one luindrcd and twenty bankruptcies; 
and completely annihilated its foreign 
commerce.** p. 152. 

The Essays from the Salmagundi, 
a periodical work in extrusive cir- 
culation at New York, are well 
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enough, and, amusing in themseLvea^ 
but are ou^ of place here, and seem 
introduced to eke out the volumes. 
The same object seems to have been 
bad in view in the third volume 
also, and indeed if the woriL had 
been comprised in two, instead of 
three volumes, it would have been 
more entitled to respect, and better 
qualified to have asserted its claim 
to a distinguished place in geograF* 
phical collections. 

In this volume, however, it is but 
justice to allow that the description 
of Charleston is \^ritten with parti- 
cular vivacity; and is altogether the 
best account of this place we re* 
member to have seen. The colour- 



ed prints, introduced by way of em- 
bellishment, are very trifling and un«* 
satisfactory, but the map which is 
prefixed to the first volume is of neat 
execi^ion. We are altogetlier plea- 
sed mth the performance, and la* 
ment the disappointment of the 
author in a commercial view. His 
description of the difficulties which 
he and his relative had to encounter 
on their arrival at Quebeck; bis re- 
marks on the causes which liere 
prevented the suceessfol oulUire of 
hemp in Canada, are related with 
much temjper and ^reat good sense, 
and appear to ment the considera- 
tion of government. 



: 9 FROM THB UTERA&T PANORAMA. 

Political Essay on the Kingdom ot New Spain. By Alexander de HemboldtWidi 
Physical Sections and Maps. Tranidated firom the original Frelich. By J(^n Bkcl^. 
2 vols. 8vo. ppk 465, 531. Price IL 18*. London. 1811. 



SPANISH America is an object 
which, of late, has come forward 
rapidly on the horizon of Eun^ean 
politicks. Before the voyage of An- 
son, little known, even geographi- 
cally, beyond the confines of its 
pai^ent state, and almost every docu- 
ment relating to it, classed in the 
archives of old Spain, among the 
Arcana Imfieriiy the literary world 
equally witn the political, wa? 
obliged to remain satisfied with 
shreds and patches of inforiiiAtion; 
or with gleanings, obtained by acci- 
dent pr by stealths Suspicion or con- 
jecture, was the extent to which tlie 
bcldesjE speculator ventured; and 
what were the capabilities of the 
♦ country, was rather inferred than 
affirmed^ by the best informed stu- 
dent in statistick& 

When France, in direct opposition , 
to her own interest, interfered to 
give liberty to North America, 
there were some among us (we 
speak tram personal - knowledge) 



who foresaw that the result would 
be desu'uctive to tlmt politick powi- 
er^ though noffie, we believe, antici^ 
pated the extent to which that de^ 
struction has pn)ceeded. M. de 
Vergennes, who had perfected what 
the due de Choiseul begun, was, on 
his death-bed, fully convinced of the 
distresses, advancing with rapid 
strides, eventually to overwhelm his 
country. Neckar, who, equally with ' 
De^ Vergennes, had been deceived 
in his estimate of British power and 
spirit^ lived to see> what he deemed - 
a triiim{^, end in despair. When 
Spain was over-persuaded against 
her conviction, to become a party to 
the war in favour of the now United 
States, all who had obtained that in- 
formation, limited as it was, wldcii 
was then extant, inferred that the 
example of North America wo9)ld, 
soon be followed in the south; and 
that Spain might prepare herself to 
bid an everlasting farewell to her 
transatlantick possessions. The spi- 
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ritof andependcnce has been active, 
mare or less openly, in Sooth Ame- 
rica from that day to this: and the 
pn^iositipns made to British officers 
from Buenos Ayrcs and otherplaccs, 
are so many vouchers for. the truth 
of what we affirm. As the disposition - 
toward independence was fomented 
in North America, by French agents 
under the directioirof Choiseul^ and 
so fer had they, piocecded, that 
Louis XVI. though anticipating evil 
from the machinauon, yet could not 
stop it; so> it may be, that French 
agents were iiiso employ^ in en^ 
lightenmg the Spanish Americans, 
and that Buonaparte, like Louis, 
wishes the progress of these enlight- 
enings to be stayed. That he really 
did desire to hold the Spanish colo- 
nies in dependence on Spain, and to 
render them tributary to France, 
admits of no doubt; that his sch^[ne 
has failed, and that they will esta- 
blish their iildependence, we consi- 
der .as: «Qi:t«an; and Jthis new charac- 
ter under which they are about .to 
appear, increases greatly that im- 
portance, which attaches to the 
knol^ledge of their, actual "state and 
condition. In proportion as South 
America rises in importance. North 
America declines. It was not for 
themselves only, that the Americans 
took off so great a quantity of Bri- 
tish goods, as they did some time 
ago: it was to export them to their 
southern neighbours of the same 
continent. During the American 
embargo, those goods went direct 
from Britain; and thus Britain ob- 
tained an immediate intercourse 
with her real customers, which she 
will do ,11? ell to cultivate, and extend 
. to the. utmost of her power. Seeing 
then, that we are now opening an 
avowed and authorized commerce 
with the Spanish Americans, instead 
of a clandestine and almost furtive 
trafi^k, we cannot but desire to ob- 
tain all possible intelligence relative 
to the country; to the bounlies^ of 
nature distributed therein; to the 
disposition and character of the in*- 



habitants; and, generally, to whatever 
interests the geographer, the natu-* 
ralist, the philosopher, the momlist, 
or the statesnftin. 

Nothing could be better timed to 
answer the demands of the Jnduisi- , 
tive, than this publication ot the 
baron de Humboldt. Many a Icmg 
year has he travelled in the Spanish 
colonies; many a hazsirdous journey 
has he tdkcti; many a laborious ope- 
ration has he performed. With spe-* 
cimens of his acquisitions, the world 
has already Bfeen favoured in various 
shapes; and the present work adds 
to dur obligations received froiii this 
adventurous disciple of science. 

New Spain id more commonly 
known an^ng us as the government 
of Mexico; because the chief city, 
from various causes, has been more 
familiar in our general course of 
-i*eading. Ail the world has heard Df 
the conquest of Mexico by Cortez; 
and the wealth of the Mexican 
mineft has become proverbial. Lit- 
tle cai'e has been taken, generally 
speaking, to distinguish the pro- 
vinces in which ' these mines are si- 
tuated; they have been uniformly 
attributed to Mexico; and that has 
been sufficient. It will be our own 
fault if this, or any other incorrect- 
ness, be longer continued among us. 
M. de Humboldt, gives a particular 
account of the divisions of this eix- 
tensive viceroyalty, and takes pains 
to obtain a precision, which, while 
it may possibly be superseded by 
recent events, nevertheless bears 
testimony to his industry, and re- 
searches. 

The ferder adopted by the baron, 
after a geographical introduction, is, 
that of:— general considerations gn 
the extent and physical aspect of 
New Spain; On the climate, agri- 
culture, commerce, and military 
defence of the country. To these, 
succeed— -the population, the dis- 
tinctions among the inhabitants, their 
'numbers, maladies, languages, &c. 
The provinces into which New 
Spain is divided, the state of culti- 
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Tation^ and of tlie miiiesy form the . 
concluding articles. The whole is 
divided into four books, and these 
into nine chapters. A small appen- 
dix of maps is annexed to thh edi" 
Hofi; in the original, they are much 
more dignified and instructive. 

Those who read for entertainment, 
will find the baron not uniformly to 
their taste; he advances too far into 
detail to please them, and his style 
is not sufficiently lively to impart 
delight. He narrates what he saw; 
and his remarks conveji information 
on a variety of subjects at once new 
and interesting* Our author enjoyed 
the invaluable advantage of liberal 
communication with the best in- 
formed officers of New Spain; and 
by their assistance, he has not only 
corrected a multiplicity of errours 
extant in maps, and descriptions, 
but has introduced to our acquaint- 
ance, various cities and towns, some 
of them containing not less than 
70,000 inhabitants, of which we had 
no previous knpwledge. By means 
also, of his barometrical observations, 
he has been enabled to convey an 
idea of the relative heights of differ- 
ent mountains and other elevations; 
and for the first time, we have it in 
our power, to form adequate con- 
ceptions of the nature and elevation 
of the table-land of Mexico and its 
lakes. Not less interesting to the 
eeologist, is the sudden and stupcn- 
aoiis descent towards Vera Cruz, 
which amply explains the obstacles 
to a postchaise intercourse between 
the capital and its Eastern ports. 
The road to Acapulco, the princi^^al 
western port, is less striking, but 
not less practically difficult. 

The condition of man is the most 
interesting object in every country; 
and we confess ourselves gratified 
by finding that in New Spain the 
number of slaves [^negroes] is com- 
paratively few, and the state of the 
lndiai:is is less unhappy than we had 
been accustomed to suppose. We 
extract with pleasure a passage, 



from which it appears that the 
mines, though a considerable source 
of wealth, are not the only, or even 
the chief wealth of the province of 
Mexico. 

" The Indian cultivator is poor, but he 
is free. His state is even greatly preferable 
to that of the peasantry m a great part of 
the north of Europe. There are neither 
conr^es nor villanage in New Spain; and 
the number of slaves is next to noUiing. 
Sugar is chiefly the produce of free hands. 
TJiere the principal objects of apiculture 
are not the productions to which Euro- 
pean iuxiury has assigned a variable and 
arbitrary value, but cereal gramina,- nutri- 
tive roots, and the agave, the vine of the 
Indians. The appearance of the country 
proclaims to the traveller, that the soil 
nourishes him who cultivates it, and that 
the true prosperity of the Mexican people 
neitlier depends on the accidents of fo- 
reign commerce, nor on the unruly poli- 
ticks of Europe. 

" Those who only know the interioor 
of the Spanish colonies, fi'om the vag^ue 
and uncertain notions hitherto published, 
will have some difficulty in believing, that 
the principal sources of the Mexican 
riches are by no means the mines, but an 
agriculture which hfts been g'radually 
amelioL-ating since the endof tlie last cen- 
tury. Without reflecting on the imm«nse 
extent of the country, and especially the 
grciit Aumber of provinces which appear 
totally destitute of precious metals, we 
generally imagine that all the activity of 
the Mexican population is directed to the 
working of mines. Because agriculture has 
made a very considerable process in the 
cupitania general of CuvaccsiS, m the king- 
dom of Guatimala, the island of Cuba, and 
wherever the mountains are accounted 
\toor in mineral productions, it has been 
inferred that it is to the working of the 
mines that we are to atu-ibute the small 
care bestowed on the cultivation of the 
soil in other parts of the Spanish colonies. 
Tliis reasoning is just, when applied to 
small portions of territory. No doubt, in 
the provinces of Choco and Antioquia,' 
and the coast of Barbacoas, the inhabitants 
arc fonder of seeking for the gold washed 
down in the brooks and ravines, than of 
cultivating a virgin and fertile soil; and in 
tl»e beginning of the conquest, the Spa- 
niards who abandoned the peninsula or 
(.'unary islands, to settle in l^eru and^Mex- 
ico, had no other view but the discovery 
of the precious metals, ^^uri rabida sitis 
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a cultura SUpanoB divertiti says a wiiter 
of tUose times, Pedro Martyr,* in his 
work on the discovery of Yucatan, and the 
colonization of the Antilles. 

*• In Mexico, the best cultivated fields, 
those which recall to the mind of the tra- 
veller the beautiful plains of France, are 
those which extend from Salamanca to- 
wards Siloe, Guanaxuato, and the Villa de 
Leon, and which surround the richest 
mines of the known world. Wherever me- 
tallick seams have been discovered in the 
most uncultivated parts of tlie Cordille- 
ras, on the insulated and desert table- 
lands, tJie working of mines, far from im- 
peding" the cultivation of tlie soil, has 
been singularly favourable to it. Travel- 
ling along the ridge of the Andes, or the 
mountainous part of Mexico, we evei-y 
-where see the most striking examples of 
the beneficial influence of the mines on 
agriculture. Were it not for the establish- 
ments formed for the working of the 
mines, how many places would have re- 
mained desert ? how many districts uncul- 
tivated in the four intendancies of Guan- 
axuato, Zacatecas, San Luis Potosi, and 
l>ui*ango, between the parallels of 21® and 
25'' where the most considerable metal- 
lick wealth of New Spain is to be found ? 
If the town is placed on the arid side, or 
the crest of the Cordilleras, the new colo- 
nists can only draw from a distance the 
means of their subsistence, and the main- 
tenance of the great number of cattle em- 
ployed in drawing off the water, and rais- 
ing and amalgamating the mineral pro- 
duce. Want soon awakens industry. The 
soil begins to be cultivated in the ravines 
and declivities of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, wherever the rock is covered with 
earth. Farms are established in the neigh- 
bourliood of the mine. The high price of 
provision, from the competition of the pur- 
chasers, indemnifies tlie cultivator for the 
privations to which he is exposed, from 
the hard life of the mountains. Thus, from 
the hope of gain alone, and the motives of 
mutual interest, which are the most pow- 
erful bonds of society, and without any 
interference on the part of the govern- 
ment in colonization, a mine, which, at 
first, appeared insulated in the midst of 
wild and desert mouiitains, becomes, in 
a short time, connected with the lands 
which have long been under cultivation." 

To this may be added, that when 
the seam of metal is exhausted, the 
fertility created on the spot, conti- 



nlies; and much of the |)opulation 
remains to enjoy the advantages it 
offers. Our author adds, that, at 
though some of the Mexican fami- 
lies possess immense wealth, obtain- 
ed from the mines, yet there arc 
but few; while a greater number 
derived from cultivation much supe- 
rioiir revenues. 

The difference of altitude, and 
consequently of temperature, has 
been more destructive to the In- 
dians, when obliged to change of 
dwelling, than excessive labour in 
the mines. Indeed the elevation of 
the table-land, and situations among 
the mountains, generally chosen for 
residence by the original natives, 
and by the Spaniards, forms a strong 
contrast to the suffocating and de- 
structive heats of the coast. The dif- 
ference of level between Vera Cruz 
and Mexico, gives occasion to seve- 
ral striking particularities. 

" In the space of a day, the. inhabitants 
descend from the regions of eternal snow, 
to the plains in the vicinity of the sea, 
where the most suffocating heat prevails. 
The admirable order with which different 
tribes of vegetables rise above one ano- 
ther, by strata, as it were, is no where 
more perceptible, than in ascending from 
the port of Vera Cruz, to the table -land of 
Perote. We see there the pliysiognomy of 
the country, the aspect of the sky, the 
ibrm of plants, the figures of animals, the 
rfianners of the inhabitants, and the kind 
of cultivation followed ty them, assume a 
different appearance at every step of our 
progress. ' 

" As we ascend, nature appears gradu- 
ally less animated, the beauty of the vege- 
table forms diminishes, the^shoots become 
less succulent, and die flowers less colour- 
ed. The aspect of the Mexican oak quiets 
the alarms of travellers newly landed at 
Vera Cruz. Its presence demonstrates 'to 
him that he has left behind him the zone, 
so justly dreaded by the people of the 
north, under which the yellow fever exer- 
cises its ravages in New Spain. This infe- 
riour limit of oaks warns the colonist who 
inhabits the central table-land, how fai* 
lie may descend towards the coast, with- 
out dread, of the mortal disease of the 



• Dc insulis nnpcr rcpcrtis ct do moribus incolanim carum. CnmcQi A^'ovvs Orbis, 
1555, p. 51L 
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vomit: Forests of liquid ambar, near Za- 
iapa, announce, by tne freshness of their 
verdare, that this is the eleratton at which 
<tiie ckMids, SQspeilded ovjer the oceaii, 
come in contact with the basaltick aum- 
inits of the Cordillera. A little higher, 
near la Banderlllay the nutritive fruit cf 
the banana tree comes no longer to matu- 
rity. In this foj^gy and cold region, Ihere- 
Ibre, want spurs on the Indian to labour, 
and excites his industry. At the height of 
San Miguel, pines begin to mingle with 
the oalu, which are found by the traveller 
as hi^h as the elevated plains of Perote, 
where he beholds the delightful aspect of 
^elds sown with wheat Eight hundred 
metres higher, tlie coldness of the dimate 
will no longer admit of the vegetation of 
oaksi and pines alone these cover the 
i*ocks9 whose summits enter the zone of 
eternal snow. Tims, in a few hours, the 
naturalist, in this miraculous country, as- 
cends the whole scale of vegetation, from 
.the heliconia and the banana plant, whose 
vloasy leaves swell out into extraordinary 
.dimensions^ to the stunted parenchyma of 
the resinous trees !" 

While the coast, exposed to the 
violent effect of the solar heat, was, 
VA it continues to be, the seat of dis- 
ease, we cannot wonder that the 
higher regions were prefen^ed as 
abodes by the old population df 
Mexico, and by their successonrs. 
Whatever this situation may want 
of luxuries, is compensated by se- 
curity. The Spanish conquerors, as 
they ascended to the table-land, 
found the villages more numerous, 
closer together, better peopled, their 
inhabitants more polished, the fields 
divided into smaller portions; with 
other signs of superiour industiy. 
The valley in which the city of 
Mexico stands, is upwards of 6500 
feet above the level of the sea. It is 
of an oval form, encompassed on all 
sides by mountains. It contains se- 
veral lakes. The largest is salt. For- 



merly it surrounded the dty, which 
was approached only by causeways, 
constructed in the water. But, at 
present, the extent of this lake is 
diminished, and the city is now on 
the land, at some distance froixi the 
water's ed^e. The circumference, of 
the valley is 67 leagues. 

"Mexico is undoubtedly one of tlie 
finest cities ever built by Europeans in 
either hemisphere. With the exception of 
Petersbargh, Berlm, Philadelphia, and 
some quarters of Westnrinster, there 
does not exist a city of the same extent, 
which can be compared to the capital of 
New Spain, for the uniform level of the 
ground on which it Stands, for tlie regu- 
larity and breadth of the streets, and th^ 
extent of the publick places. The archi- 
tecture is generally of a very pure style, 
and thene are even edffieea of very *beau- 
tifid structure. The exterioor of die 
houses is not loaded with ornaments. 

*< The balustrades and gates are all of 
Biscay Iron, ornamented with bronze, and 
the houses, instead of roofs, have terraces 
like those in Italy, and other soathem 
countries. * 

" Mexico has been very much embel- 
lished, since the residence of 'tiie abb€ 
Chappe therein 1769. llie edifice destin- 
ed to the School of Mines, for whidi the 
Inchest individuals of the country fu^ 
nished a sum of more than Ihree millions 
of francs,* would adora the principal 
places of Paris or London. Two great pa- 
laces [hotels] were recently constructed 
by Mexican artists, pupils of the academy 
of fine arts of the capital. One of these pa- 
laces, in the quarter delta TroMpana, exhi- 
bited in the interiour of a eourt a very 
beautiful, oval peristyle of coupltMd co- 
lumns. The traveller justly admires avast 
circumference, paved with porphyry &gs, 
and enclosed with an iron railing, riclUy 
oniamcnted with bronze, containing an 
equestrian sta£ucf of king Charles the 
fourth, placed on a pedestal of Mexicaa 
marble, in the midst of the Plaza M^ar 
of Mexico, opposite the cathedral; and 
the viceroy's palace. However, ii must be 



♦ 124,800/. sterling. 

f This colossal statue was executed at tlie expense of the marquis de Brunciforte, 
formerly viceroy of Mexico, brother in law <?f the prince of peace. It weighs 450 quin- 
tals, and was modelled, founded, and placed by the same artist, M. Tolsa, whose name 
de-senes a distinguished place in the hist»>ry of Spanish sculpture. The merits of this 
man of genius can only be apprcciritcd by tliosc who know the difficulties with whicli 
tlic execution of tlicse gi-eat works of artj are attended even in civilized Europe. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HUMBOLDT'S ESSAY ON NEW SPAIN. 



241 



agreed, tbat notwithstanding the progress 
of the arts, within these last thirty years, 
it is much less, from the g^ndeur and 
beauty of the monuments, than from the 
breadth and straightness ^f Uie streets, 
andmuch less fifom its edifices, than from 
its uniform regularity, its extent and po- 
ahion, that the capital of New Spain at- 
tracts the admiration of Europeans. 

** Nothing can present a more rich and 
varied appearance, than the valley, when, 
in a fine, aumroer morning, the sky with- 
out a cloud, and of that deep azure which 
is peculiar to the dry and rarefied air of 
high mountains, wetrHnsportoursehresto 
the top qI' one of the towers of the cathe- 
dral of Mexico, or ascend ihe hill of Cha- 
poltepeck* A beautiful vegetation sur- 
rounds this hiU. Old, cypress trunks, of 
more than 15 and 16 metres in circumfe- 
rence, raise their naked heads above those 
of tl»e schinus, which resemble, in their 
appearance, the weeping wiUovs of the 
east. From the centre of tliis solitude, tlie 
summit of the porphyritical rock of Cha- 
poHepeck, the eye sweeps over a vast 
plain of carefully cultivated fields, which 
extend to the very feet of tlie colossal 
mountains covered with perpetual snow. 
The city appears as if washed by tlie 
waters of the lake of Teneiico, whose ba- 
sin» surrounded with villages and ham- 
Ic^ts, brings to mind the most beautiful 
lakes i^' the mountains of Switscerland. 
Large avenues of elms and poplars lead, in 
every direction, to the capital; and two 
aqueducts, constructed over arches of 
very great elevaUon, cross the plain, and 
exhibit an appearance equally agreeable 
and interesting, the magnificent convent 
of Nueatra Sonorade Gu&daloupe, appears 
joined to the mountains of Tepeyacack, 
among ravinesy wliieh shelter a few date 
and young yucea trees. Towards the south, 
tlie wliole tract between San Angel, Ta- 
eabaj^a, and San Augustin de las Cuevas, 
appears an immense garden of orange, 
peach, apple, cherry, and other Europekn 
fruit trees. This beautiful cultivation 
forms a singular contrast with the w4ld 
appearance of the naked mountains which 
enclose the valley, among which tlie fa« 
nious volcanos qf La Puebla, Popocate- 
petl, and Iztaccicichuatl are the most dis- 
tinguished. The first of theseforms an enor- 
mous cone, of which the crater, continu- 
ally inflamed, and throwing up smoke 
and ashes, opens in the midst of eternal 
snows." 

There still remain several very 
curious antiquities in the neighbour* 
hood of this city. They have been 
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preserved by their magnitude; and 
they manifest the exertions of pro- 
digious labour and perseverance^ 
commanded by dcspotisiti, under 
the influence of superstition. In fact, 
tlie Mexicans were invaders of the 
country they inhabited, and they 
treated the people whom they had 
conquered, with a harshness which 
continued original enmity. The 
whole surrounding territories wif- 
liiTgly lent the assistance 6f theiV po- 
pulation, when they understood that 
Mexico, then besie^^ed by CortCiZ, 
was. to be demolished. The simi^ 
larity discovered by M' de Hum* 
boldt, in the remains of the Mexv^ 
can temples, with those of the old 
world, is striking. The pyramid is 
the form of their sacred edifice«| 
and the construction of it is nearly, 
or altogether, the samo as that of 
tho&e still extant in Egypt. Certain* 
ly the Mexicans had arrived at a 
state of civilisation, and of art, high- 
ly creditable to their policy. They 
even possessed some advantages in 
science over the Gr^ek, and the Rq* 
man nations, which are honoured 
among us with the name of clas* 
sicks. 

The bieix>glvphical pictures of the 
Mexicans, painted on stag skins 
dressed, on cotton cloth, and on 
leaves of the agave, a plant, pre- 
pared as the Egyptians prepared 
their papyrus, are monuments, of 
literary skill, and valuable as pub- 
lick records. Such, perhaps, were 
the national archives of their ances- 
tors, at tlie period when, th^y 
branched off from the main body of 
their parent state. 

The present population of Mexi- 
co is estimatecl at 135 to 140,000 
, individuals. Jt probably consists of 

?,50Q white Europeans. 
65,000 white Creoles. 
33,000 indigenous [copper-coloured.] 
26,^0Q Mesitzoes, nxixture of whites 

and Indians. . 
10,0^0 Mulattoes. 

137,000 inhabitants. 
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** Thert U«» contequentlj, in Mexico 
69,500 men of colour^ and 6r»600 vhities; 
but a great number of the Mebitzoes are 
almost as white as the £uropean8 aod 
Spanish Creoles ! 

•• In the twenty three male convents 
which the capital contains, there are 
nearly 1200 individuals, of whom 580 are 
priests and choristers. In the fifteen fe- 
male convents there are 2100 individuals, 
of whom nearly 900 are professed reli- 
gieiues. 

The clergy of the city of Mexico 
is extremely numerous, though less 
numerous by one fourth than at Ma- 
drid, It is under 2,50n persons. And 
\rithout including lay brothers and 
novices, scarcely exceeds 2000. The 
archbishop of Mexico possesses a 
revenue of 18,420/. The consump- 
tion of wine has greatly increased, 
since the Brunonian theory has 
been known to the Mexican physi-* 
cians. That invigorating liquor, how- 
ever, can only be procured by the 
rich; being imported from Old 
Spain. The Indians, Mestizoes, Mu- 
lattoes, and the greater number, of 
white Creoles, prefer the fermented 
juice of the agave, called fiulguci 
and every morning carts go about 
the streets of the capital to pick up 
the drunken. Such is the weakness 
of man, savage or civilized ! Yet the 
present state of Mexico, as a city, 
is very respectable. There are insti- 
tutions in almost every branch of in- 
struction; botany, geography, mili* 
tary arts, natural history, &c. The 
polite arts also are studied. There 
is an academy for that purpose fur- 
nished with the best models, casts 
from tho antique, living subjects, 
Sec. and M. de H describes the un« 
happy bigotry of caste as suspended 
by this pursuit The white, the 
brown, the copper coloured, all meet 
on a level, and sit by the side of each 
other, insensible to the feelings of 
pride, while excited by the spur of 
emulation. 

That evil spirit^ the principle of 



caste, which attributes to colour and 
race the distmction due only to vir- 
tue, appears to be the bane of so- 
cial life in Mexico, and in all the 
Spanish colonies. Pride exalts itself, 
without constraint, in the whites^ af- 
fects a very close equality in those 
but one degree polluted in blood; 
and discerns, in every shade and 
mixture, as it deepens, a cause 
for a distinct appellation, and a pro- 
portionate degree of diminished re- 
spect. The copper coloured Indian 
is the lowest on the list. This never 
was the intention of the great Fa- 
ther of all. 

As we must resume our report 
on these volumes, wfi close the pre4 
sent article by the following general 
remarks of this intelligent observer: 

** Among the colonies suhject to the 
king of Spain, Mexico occupies, at pi-esent, 
the first rank, both on account of its ter« 
ritorial wealtl), and on account of its fa- 
vourable position for commerce with Eu- 
rope and Asia. We speak here merely of 
the political value of the country, consider* 
ing it in its actual state of civilisation, 
which is very superiour to tliat of the other 
Spanish possessions. Many branches of 
agriculture have undoubtedly attained a 
higher degree of perfection in the province 
of Caraccas than in New Spain. The fewer 
mines a colony has, the more the industry 
of the inhabitants is turned towards the 
productions of the vegetable kingdom. 
The fertility of the soil is greater in the 
p;:ovinces of Cumana, of New Barcelona, 
and Venezuela; and it is greater on the 
banks of the Lower Orinoco, and in tjie 
northern part of New Granada, than in tlie 
kingdom of Mexico, of which several re- 
ffions are barren, destitute of water, aad 
mcapablc of vegetation. But on considering 
the greatness of the population of Meidcos 
the number of considerable cities in the 
proximity of one anotlier; the enormous 
value of the metallick produce, and it^ 
influence on the commerce of Eurc^ie and 
Asia; in short, on examining the imperfect 
state of cultivation observable in the rest 
of Spanish America, we arc tempted to 
justify the preference which the court of 
Madrid has long manifested for Mexico^ 
above its other colonies.'* 
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THIS ia a republioation of no or- 
dinary importance; and we should 
think ill of the state of publick taste, 
if it were cohUy received. We could 
wish, indeed, it had been printed 
with a little more economy of paper 
and type. All works of real value 
and importance should be given to 
the literary world as cheaply as pos* 
sible. It is a hard tax, in these hard 
dmes, upon a i>oor scholar, that he 
must either starve his body or his 
mind* If ]>e buys book% he must 
want his mutton: if he buys his 
mutton, he must want books. 
, The following* advertisement will 
explain the origin and republication 
of this work: — 

** The memoirs of sir Robert Gary were 
first published from the original MS. by 
the earl of Corke and Orrery. They con- 
tain an interesting' account of some im- 
portant passages in Elizabeth's reign, 
and throw peculiar light upon the person- 
al character of the queen. Tlie original 
edition having now become very scarce, 
it is presumed that anew impression will 
be acceptable to the publick. Several ad- 
ditions have been made to the earl of 
Corke's explanatory notes, particularly 
to such as refer to Border matters. These 
additions are distinguished by the let- 
>ter£. 

•* As a suitable companion to Gary's 
Memoirs, the Frngmenta Regalia, a 
source fi-om which our historians have 
drawn the most, aulhentick account of the 
court of the virgin queen, have also been 
reprinted. The author, sir Robert Naun- 
ton, lived, in the element of a court, and 
had experienced all its fluctuations. His 
characters of statesmen and warriours are 
drawn with such spirit, jis leaves us only 
to regret their brevity, and the obscurity 
in which he sometimes tliinks it prudent to 
involve them. To lessen this inconveni- 
ence, a few explanatory notes ha^-e been 
added. 

. *• Memoirs are the materials, and often 
the touchstone of history, and even where 
they descend to incidents beneath her tio- 



ttce, they aid the studies of the antiquary 
and the moral philosopher. While, there- 
forie, it is td be ragretted, that the reser* 
ved temper of our nation has generally 
deterred eur soldiers and statesmen from 
recording Uieir own story, an attempt to 
preserve, expjain, or render mope gene- 
rally accessible, the works which wc pos- 
sess of this nature, seems to have some 
claim upon publick favour." 

The preface to this volume con- 
tains some interesting, historical re- 
marks, which tend considerably to 
elucidate the memoirs, and the ex- 
planatory notes, by the present edi- 
tor, judiciously supply the omission^ 
of the former one. 

The memoira themselves are emi- 
nently amusing. They exhibit a 
fresh and faithful picture of the 
court of Elizabeth, and of herself, 
whom they sometimes display in a 
light not very amiable, though writ* 
ten by a man who deemed highly of . 
her, and crouched beneath her im- 
perious sway. The author relates 
nothing but what he saw, and he 
was engaged in many of the most 
important events of her reign. 

Among the extracts which we 
propose to make from this volume, 
it would be unpardonable to omit 
the following account o€thc destruC'* 
tion of that numerous fleet which 
Spain equipped for our destructiont 
Spain, that country for whom we 
are now fighting, on her own shores ! 
Strange mittability of human events ! 

*• The next year [1588] the king of 
Spain's great armado came upon pur coaat^ 
tlunking to devour us all. ,Upon the ' 
news sent to court from Plymouth of theiv , 
certain arrival, my lord Cumberland and 
myself took post-horse, i.nd rode stra'glit 
io Portsmouth, where we found a frigate 
that carried us to sea; and having sought 
for the fleets a whole day, the night after 
wc ffll amongst them; where it was our 
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fortune to ligbt first on the Spanish fleet; 
and finding ourselves in the wrong, we 
tacked aboutj and in some short tinoe got to 
pur own fleet, which was not far from the 
other. At our coming aboard our admiral, 
we stayed there awhile; but finding the 
ship pestered, and scant of cabins, we left 
the admiral, and went aboard captain Rey- 
TSan, where we stayed, and were very 
welcome, and much made of It was on 
ITiursday that we came to tlie fleet All 
that day we followed close the Spanish 
armado, and nothing was attempted 
on either side; the same course we held 
AU Friday and Saturday, by which time 
the Spanish fleet cast anchor just before 
Calais. We likewise did the same, a very 
small distance behind them, and so conti- 
nued till Monday morning about two of tlie 
clock; in which time our council of war 
had prox-ided six old hidks, and stuffed 
them full of every combustible matter fit 
for burninff, and on Monday, at two in the 
morning, tney were let loose, with each of 
them a man in her to direct them. The 
tide serving, they brought them very near 
the Spanish fleet, so that they could not 
miss to come amongst the midst of them: 
then they set fire on them, and came off* 
themselves, having each of them a little 
boat to brirtg him ot. The ships set on fire 
/ came so directly to tlie Spanish fleet, as 
they had no way to avoid them, but to.cut 
ad their halsers, and so escape; and their 
• haste was such, that they left one of their 
four great galeasses on ground before Ca- 
lais, which our men took and had tlie spoil 
of, where many of the Spaniards wei'e 
slain, with the govemour thereof, but 
most of them were saved with wadmg 
ashore to C:dais. They being in this disor- 
der, we made ready to follow them, where 
began a cruel fight, and wc had such ad- 
vantage both of wind and tide, as we had 
a glorious day of them; continuing fight 
from four o'clock in the morning till almost 
five or six at night, wliere they lost a do- 
zen or fotirteen of their best ships, some 
sunk, and tlie rest I'an ashore in diverse 
parts to keep tlicmsclves from sinking. 
After God had given us tliis great victory, 
they made all the liaste they could away, 
and we followed them Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, by which time thev were gotten 
as far as Flamhorough-heact. It was resol- 
ved on Wednesday at niglit, that, by four 
o'clock on Thursday, we should have a 

* Irisli banditti. — ^E. 



new fight with them o a farewell; but tijr 
two in the .morning, there was a tLag of 
council hung outin our vice-admiral, when 
It was found-that in the whole fleet there 
was not munition sufidcient to make half a 
fight; and therefore it was there cpndtt- 
ded, that we should let them pass, and our 
fleet to return to the Downs. That night 
we parted with them, we bad a mighty 
storm. Our fleet cast anchor, and endured 
it; but the Spanish fleet, wanting their an- 
chors, were many of them cast ashore on 
the west of Ireland, where they had all 
their throats cut by the kernes;* and 
some of them on Scotland, where tbey 
were no better used; and the rest, with 
much ado» got into Spain again. Thus (M. 
God bless us, and gave victory over this 
inWncible navy; the sea calmed, and all 
our ships came to th^ Downs on Friday in 
safety."^ 

Elizabeth wished to monopolize 
the affection of all her courtiers. 
She was jealous of every step they 
took, if without her permission.-— 
When our author married, it gave 
her high offence, and the manner 
in which he csdmed her anger, 
shows him to have been an acute 
politician, and Elizabeth, a woman 
whose vanity grossly Ninded her. 
judgment. 

" Having ended my business, I meant 
to return to Carlisle again. My father 
wrote to me from Windsor, that the queen 
meant to have a great triumph there on 
iKr coronation day, 1593, and that there 
was great preparation making for the 
course of the field and tourney.f He gave 
me notice of the queen's anger for ray 
marriage; and said it may be, I being so 
near, and to return without honouring her 
day as I ever tiefore had done, might be . 
a cause of her further dislike, but left it 
to myself to do what I thought best. My 
business of law, therefore, being ended, 
I came to court, and lodged there verj- 
privately; only I made myself known to 
my father and some few friends besides. 
I here took order, and sent to London to 
provide me things necessary for the tri- 
umph: 1 prepared a present for her ma- 
jesty, which, with ray caparisons, cost 



•j Plays, masks, triumphs, and tournaments, which the author calls tourneys, were 
small branches of those many spreading allurements which Elizabeth made use of, to 
draw to hciself tlie afreciions and the atlmipation of her subjects. She appeared at 
them with dignity, case, grac^^ and aHubility. 
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me above four hundred pounds. I came 
into the triumph unknown of any. I was 
the forsaken knight Uiat had avowed so- 
litariness, but, hearing" of this great tri- 
umph, thought to honour my mistress 
with my best service, and then to return 
to pay my wonted mourning. Thetritimph 
ended, and all things Well passed over to* 
the queen's liking.* I then made myself 
known in court; and for the time I stayed 
there, was daily conversant with my old 
companions and friends; but it so fell out 
that I made no long stay there: it was 
upon this occasion. 

, My brother, sir John Gary, that was 
then marshal of Berwick, was sent to by 
the king of Scots, to desire him that he 
would meet his majesty at the bound road 
at a day appointed: for, that he had a 
matter of great importance to acquaint 
his sister, the queen of England withal; 
l^ut he would not trust the queen's am- 
bassadour with it, nor any other, unless 
it were my father, or some of his children. 
My brotlier sent him word he would glad- 
ly wait on his majesty, but durst not until 
^e had acquainted the queen therewith? 
and when he had received her answer he 
would acquaint him with it. My brother 
sent notice to my father of the king's de- 
sire. My father showed the letter to 
the queen. She was not willing that- 
my brother should stir out of the town;-]- 
but knowing, though she would not know, 
that I was in the coui't, she said: * I hear 
your fine son that has lately married so 
worthily, is hereabouts; send him, if 
you will, to know the king's pleasure.* 
My father* Answered, he knew I would 
be glad to obey her commands. * No,' 
said she, • do you bid him go, for I have 
nothing to do' with him.'^: My father 
came and told me what had passed be- 
tween^theiri. I thought it hard to be sent 

* The queen was undoubtedly advertised, that her forsaken knight (for such, in- 
deed, he was) had issued forth from his solitariness to bask himself in the sunshine 
of her luminous countenance, and to gather courage and prowess from the beams of 
her bright eyes, Nothing, not even trifles,' passed abroad or at home, with which she 
was not acquainted. But as she had no immediate occasion for the services of sir Ro- 
bert Gary, her majesty was determined still to continue the outward show of her 
resentment, till she wanted him. 

f The town of Berwick, from whence the queen would not have him stir, because 
sJie did not deem him to be a proper messenger, knowing there was a better within 
call. 

:| Still maintaining her dignity, yet impatient to have him go. 

§ By this expression maybe seen tiie terrour in which this mighty princess govern- 
ed her subjects. By the unrelaxed tightness with wliich she grasped the reigns of 
goveniment, she was at once beloved and feared. 

11 The purport of this interview with James VI. does not appear. James was, in 
35<J3, greatly embarrassed with Both well on the one hand, and the Gatholick earls 
of Huntley and Errol on the other. Trobably tlie conference regarded some request 
of assistance from Kiiglaiid. 



and not to see her. But my fattier toUi 
me plainly, that she would neither speak 
with me, nor see me. • Sir,' said I, • if she 
be OR such hard terms with me, 1 bad need 
be wary, what I do. If I go to the king: 
without her license, it were in her powfr 
to hang me$ at my return; and, for any 
thing 1 see, it were ill trusting her.' My. 
father merrily went to the queen, and told 
her what I said. She answered, • if the 
gentleman be so mistrustfiil, let the secre- 
tary make a safe conduct to go and come, 
and I will sign it.' upo«i these terms i 
parted from court, and made att tlie baste 
for Scotland. I stayed but one night with 
my wife at Garlisle, and then to Berwick,, 
and so to Edinburgh, where it pleased the 
king to use me very graciously: and at^er' 
three or four days spent in sport and 
merriment, he acquainted me with what 
he desired the queen should know, wlwehy 
when I imderstood, 1 said to his majestyj^ 
* Sir, between subject and subject, a mes^' 
sage may be sent and delivered without 
any danger; between two so great mo- 
narchs as your majesty and my mistres.9, 
I dare not trust my memory to be a rela- 
tor, but must desire you would be pleased 
to write your mind to her, if jou shall 
til ink fit to trust me with it, I shall faith* 
fully discharge the trust reposed in me.* 
He liked the motion, and said it should 
be so, and accordingly I had my despatch 
within four days. II 

•* I made all the haste I could to court, 
which was then at Hampton Court., I arri- 
ved there on St. Steven's day in the after- 
noon. Dirty as I was, I came into the pre-? 
sence, where I found the lords and ladies 
dancing. The queen was not there. My fa- 
ther went to the queen, to let her know that 
I Was returned. She wilted him to take my 
message or letters, and bring them to her. 
He came for them, but I desired him to 
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ai*e persuaded that it will be g>ati'-' 
fying to all our readers. For our- 
selves, we would prefer such an 
artless and plain narrative, to a 
liundred of the studied descriptions 
and artificial embellishments of the 
professed historian. Descriptions by 
an eyie witness have a relish in 
them, which no transmitted recital 
can possess. 

** After that all thinffs were quieted^ 
and the border in safety, towards tlie 
end of five years that I had been warden 
there, having little to do, I resolved upon 
a journey to court, to see my friends, and 
renew my acquaintance there. I took my 
journey about the end of the year 1602. 
When I came to court, I found the queen 
ill-disposed, and she kept her inner lodgf- 
ing*; yet she, hearing of my arrival, sent 
'for me. I found her in one of her with- 
drawing chambei-s, sitting low upon her- 
cushions. She called me to her; 1 kissed 
her hand, and told her it was my chiefest 
happiness to see her in safety, and in 
health, which I wished might long conti- 
nue. She took me by the hand, and wrung 
it hard, and said: * No, Robin, I am not 
well,' and then discoursed wit"k me of her 
indisposition, and that her heart had been 
sad and hea^y for ten or twelve days; and in. 
her discourscjshe fetched not so few as for- 
ty or fifty great sighs. I was giMevedat the 
first to see her in this plight; for in ril my 
lifetime before, I never knew lier fetch a 
sigh, but when the q\ieen of Scots wa» 
beheaded. Then,-f upon my ||iowledge, 
she shed.«iany tears and sighs,t manifest- 
ing her innocence, tliat she never gave 
consent to the death of that queen. 

" I used the best words I cbuld, to per- 
suade her from this melancholy humour; . 
but T found by her, it was too deep-rooted 
in her heart, and hardly to be removed. 
This was upon a Saturday Tiight, and she 
gave command that tlie gi'eat closet 
should be prepared for her to go to chapel 
the next morning. The next day, all things 
being in a readiness, we long expected 
her coming. After* eleven o'clock, one of 

• The firmness with which Mr. Gary weathered out tliis storm, evidently shows in 
what a school, and under wliat a mistress, he had been bred. He well knew, that the 
curious desire of the queen to be fully informed of every particular relating to the king 
of Scots, must, after a certain degree of assumed passion, turn into a proper calm, proper 
at least for hearing his sentiments, if not for expressing some of her own. l*he eflecis ♦ 
of his judgment were fully answered; and certainly bis judgment never appeai-ed more 
conspicuous, tlian from tlie beginning to the end of the scene which he has exliibited 
Tipon this occasion. ' 

f M that time — In the year 1587. 

i They were, indeed, necessary upon Uiat- occasion. 



excuse mei for thai which I had to say^ 
either by word, or by writing, I tnust de« 
^ver myself: I could neither trust him, nor 
much less any other tlierewith. He ao- 
painted- her mAJes1}y with my resolution. 
"With much ado, I wa» called foir in; and/ 
I,' was left alone with her. Our first encoun- 
ter was stormy and terrible, wliich I paa- 
aed over with silence. After she had apo- 
fcen her pleasure of me and my wife, I told! 
her, that * she herself was the fault of my 
marriage, and that if she had but graced 
me with the least of her favours, B had 
never left her, nor her court: and seeing 
she was the chief cause of my misfortune,'. 
I would never off my knees till I had kiss- 
ed her hand, and" obtained her pardon.' 
Slie was not displeased with my excuse, 
and before we parted we grew good> 
iriends. Then I delivered my message and. 
my papers, which she took veiy well, and: 
at last gave me thanks for the pains I 
Bad taken. So having her princely word, 
that she had pard<!>ned and forgotten all- 
&ults, I kissed her Iiand, and came forth 
to the presence, and was in the court, as I 
was ever before."* 

There is much curious and pleas- 
ijig information in this volume re- 
specting the border transactions of 
England and Scotland. It ought to 
be read by all who admire the eight- 
syllable lines of a modern writer, 
whose chief beauties are founded 
upon topicks connected with that 
rude state of society, when endless 
feuds were generated, and much 
blood spilled, by the predatory in- 
cursions of the inhabitants of the 
contiguous countries. Sir Robert 
Cary was appointed warden of one 
oi the marches, and he enters into 
many details of what took place, 
which mtist be perused with much 
pleasure. 

We are tempted to give the fol- 
lowing long quotation, because we 
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th»^r<ioms* came out, imd bade make cea- 
j^y for the private closet, she would not gO 
to the great. There we stayed long for 
iier coming, but at tlie laat she had cush^ 
ions laid for her in the privy chamber faftrd 
hy the closet door, and there 9h« heard 
service. 

** From tiiat day forwartls, she grew 
worse and worse. She remained upon her 
jsufihions four days and nights at tlie least. 
All about her could not pei-auade her, ei- 
ther to take any sustenance, or go to bed. 

*• I, hearing that neither the physicians, 
nor none about her, could persuade her 
tp take any course for her safety, ftared 
her death would soon after ensue. I could 
not but think in what a wretched estate I 
should be left, m^)6t of my livelihood de- 
pending on her life. And hereupon I be- 
thought myself with what grace and favour 
I was ever received by the king of Scots, 
whe»\soever I was sent to him. 1 did assure 
myself, it was neither unjust, nor unhonest 
fpr me to do for myself; if God, at that 
time, should call her to his mercy. Here- 
upon I wrote to the king of Scots (know- 
ing him to be the right heir to the crown of 
Eiiglandf) and certiiied him in what state 
her majesty was. I desired him not to stir 
from Edinburgh; if of that sickness she 
should die, 1 would be the first man that 
should bring him news of it. 

'* The queen grew worse and "worse, 
because she would be so, none about her 
being able to persuade her to go to bed. 
My lord admiral i: was sent for (who, by 
reason of my sister's death, that was his 



wife, imd absented jluvuieif ^me fortnight 
from coiirt) what by fair means, what by 
ibrce, he ^t her tb bed. There was n» 
hope of her recovery, because she refused 
all remedies. 

« On Wednesday, tlie 23d of Marchi,' 
6he grew speechless That afternoon, by 
signs, shecalledfor her council, and by putt 
ting her hand to her head,]) when the king 
of Scots was named to succeed her^ they 
all knew he was the man Jthe desired 
should reign after her. 

" About SIX at night slie made aigns for 
tlie archbishops and lier chaplains to come 
to her, at which time! went in with them, 
and sat upon my knees full of tears to see 
that heavy sight. Her majesty lay upon her 
back« with one hand in the bed, and tb^ 
other without. The bishop kneeled down 
by her, and examined her firet of her fciith; 
and she so punctually answered all his se- 
veral questions, by lifting up her eyes, and 
holding up her hand, as it was a comfort t<» 
all the beholders. Then the good man told 
her plainly what she was, and what she 
was to come to; and though she had been 
long a great queen here upon earth, yet 
shortly she waa to yield an account of her 
stewardship to tlie King of kings. After 
this he began to pray, and all that were by 
did answer him. Afte;* he had continued 
long in prayer, till the old man's knee« 
were weary, he blessed her, and meant to 
rise and leave her. The queen made a sign 
with her hand. My sister Scroopf knowing 
her meaning, told the bishop the queen 
desired he would pray still. He did so for 



• Of the chambers. 

t Protestants and papists unanimously allowed his right; not a murmur arose 
against it. , 

^ Charles Howard, earl of Nottingham, married to Catherine, eldest daughter of 
Henry, lord Hunsdon. 

II The sign here mentioned, is a true and indisputable fact, othersvise it would not 
have been inserted by the plain, sincere, and ingenious author of these Memoirs, who 
-was present at the time the sign was made. But still it remAins a do\ibt whether the 
queen intended it for a sign or not. The lords present pretended to think it one, 
Orrert^. 

So my lord Orrery. But it is plain from her repeated signs to the bishop to continue 
his devotions, that Elizabeth knew the import of her motions. And whom could she 
have thought of destining to be her successour, but the king of Scotland > R, 

§ John Whitgift, archbishop of Canterbuiy. JH(e was highly esteemed by queen Eli^ar 
beth for his sense, learning, and piety The queen, who was particularly wary what con- 
cessios she made, and to whom she granted them, allowed archbishop Whitgift, in the 
year 1579 [then bishop of WorcesterJ the power of bestowing the prebends of his church 
on such persons as he thought ht, which disposal before this time had not been in tlie no r 
JPt^mmation of the bishop, but of the crown; nor did she now give away the right of such disr 
posal to him and his successours, but only as a particular favour to himself, during his 
continuance in that see. And in the year 1580, the nomination of justices of the peace 
for Worcestershire and War\vickshire was left to his discretion. Such a confidence di4 
the queen repose in the wisdom and integrity of this bishop. — See the Lives (^f the ^rckr 
bishops, 

^ Philaclelphia, lady Scroop, second daughter of JEIenry Cary, lorcj |Iuns4on. 
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a long half hour after, and then thought 
to leave her. The second time she made 
sign to ha've him continue in prayer. — 
Me did so for hadf an hour more, with ear- 
nest cries to God for her soul^s health, 
which he uttered with that fervency of 
apirit, as the queen, to all our sight, much 
rejoiced thei'ieat, and gave testimony to us 
all of her Christian and comfortable end. 
. By this time it grew late, and every one 
departed, all but her women tliat attend- 
ed her. 

** This that I heard with ray ears, and 
did see with my eyes, 1 tliought it my duty 
to set down, and to affirm it for a truth, 
. upon the faith of a Christian; because I 
^ow there have been many false lies re- 
ported of the end and death of that good 
lady. 

•* I went to my lodging, and left word 
with one in the cofferer's chamber to call 
jne, if that night it was tliought she would 
die, and gave the porter an> angel to let me 
in at any time when I called. Between one 
and two of the clock on Thursday moni- 
ing, he that I left in the cofferer's cham- 
her, brought me word the queen was 
dead.* I rose and made all haste to the 
l^ate to get in. There I was answered, 
I could not enter} the lords of the council 
having been with him, and commanded 
him that none should go in or out, but by 
warrant from them. At the very, instant, 
«ne of the council (the comptroller) asked 
w))etlier I was at the gate. I said, yes. He 
said to me, if I pleased he would let me in. 
I desired to know how the queen did. He 
answered, pretty welL I bade him g^od 
night. He replied, and said, sir, if you 
wiU come in, I will give you my woi*d and 
credit you sliall go out again at your own 
)»leasure. Upon his word, I entered the 
gate, and came up to the cofferer's cham- 
ber, where I found all the ladies weeping 
liitierly. He led me £roni. thence to the 
privy chamber, where all the council was 
assembled; th^re I was caiight hold of, 
and assui^d X should not go for Scotland, 



till their pleasures were farther known. 
I told them I came of purpose to that end. 
From tbehce they all went to the secrets* 
ry's cliamber; and as they went, they gave 
a special command to the porters, that 
none should go out of the gates, but such 
servants as they should send to prepaie 
their coaches and horses for I«ondon. 
Thei-e was I left in the midst of the court 
to think my own thoughts till they had 
done council. I went to my bvotber*sf 
cii amber, who was in he^ having been 
overwatched many nights before. I got 
him up with all speed, and when the 
council's men were going out of the gate. 
My brother tlirust to the gate. The porter, 
knowing him to be a great officer, let him 
out. I pressed after him, and was stayed by 
the porter. My bi-otlier said angrily to the 
porter: ** Let him out, I will answer for 
him." Whereupon I was suffered to pass, 
which I was not a little glad of. 

" I got to horse, and rode to the knight 
marshal's lodging, by Charing Ci*o8s, and 
there stayed till the lords came to Wliite- 
hall garden. I staid there till it was nine 
o'clock in the morning, and hearing that 
all the lords were in the old orchard at 
Whitehall; I sent the marshal to tell them 
that I bad staid all that while to know 
their pleasures, and that I would attend 
them if they would command liie any scr» 
vice. They were very glad when tliey heard 
I was not gone, and desired the marshal 
to send for me, and I should with all speed 
be despatched for Scotland. The marshal 
believeid them, a^d sent sir Arthur Savage 
for me. I niade haste to them. One of the 
council (my lord of Banbuty^: tliat now is) 
whispered the marshal in the ear, and told 
him, if I came they would stay me, and 
send some other in my stead. The marshal 
got from them, and met me coming to 
them between the two gates. He bade me 
begone, for he had learned, for certain, 
tliat if I came to tl)em, tliey would betray 
me. • 

" I returned, ajid took horse between 



* She died March 24^ soon after the archbishop had left her, about three o'clock in 
the morning. 

f George Lord Hunsdon, a privy counsellor, captain of the Band of Pensioners, ' 
Goveniour of the Isle of Wight, and Knight of the Gu*ter. — Orrery. 

He was a gallant and high spirited gentleman. In 1570 he attended the earl of 
£ssex, in an invasion of Scotland, directed against queen Mary's* partisans, on which 
occasion, he received the honour of knightliood. In the same expedition, he distin- 
guished himself, by sending a cartel, or challenge, to lord Fleming, the govemour of 
Dunbai*ton castle. Their correspondence may be found in HoUinshed, ad annum^ 
1570. E. 

^ William Knolles. He was tireasurer of the household to queen Elizabetli. He was 
raised to high honours by James I. was made master of tlie virards, and knight of the 
garter. He was created earl of Banbury, by Charles I. in the second year of that king's 
reign, probably the year when these memoirs were put together. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MEMOIRS OF THE EARL OF MONMOUTH. 



249 



as I was. After my head was drest, I took 
leave of my lord, and many others that at* 
tended me, and went to my rest. 

*• The next morning, by ten o'clock, my. 
lord Hume was sent to me from the Idng*,' 
to know how I had rested; and withal 
said, that his majesty commanded him to 
know of me, what it was that I desired 
must that he should do for me; bade me 
ask, and it should be granted. I desired 
my lord to say to his majesty, from me, 
that 1 had no reason to importune him for 
any suit, for that 1 had npt as yet done liim • 
any service. But my hunoble request to his 
niajesty was, to admit me a gentleman of 
his bedchamber; and, hereafter, I knew, ifi' 
his majesty saw me worthy, I should not - 
want to taste of his bounty. My low! re« 
turned this answer, that he sent me word 
back: * With all his heart, I should have 
my request.' And the next time I came 
to court (which was son^^e four days af- 
ter) at night, I was called into his bed- 
chamber, and there by my lord of Kich* 
mond,|| in his presence, I was sworn one 
of the gentlemen of his bedchamber, and 
presenUy 1 helped to take oft" his clotbes, 
and stayed till he was in bed. After tliis, 
there come daily, gentle n:en and noblemen 
from our. court; and tlie king set down a 
fixed day for his departure towards Lon- 
don.§" 

Here we must take our leave of 
this highly interesting volume. We 
have read it through with great 
pleasure, and recommend it to 
those who wish to be told the cha- 
racter of a court and sovereign, 
which are still our beast, depicted 
in colours which truth herself secma 
to have applied. To the work of 
Cary is ad^ed, sir Robert Naunton*s 
Jbragrnenta Regalia^ which likewise 
tends to illustrate the same period 
of our history. 

♦ On Thursday morning, March 24. 

fOfHolyroodhouse, on Saturday, March 26, 1603. . i . j^ 

* ^ This interview is pailiciilaily mentioi'ed by Francis Osborne, esq. in his tradi- 
tional, or ratficr satirical meniorials of Jivmcs I. 

II Lodowick Stewart, duke of Richmond jmd Lennox, a relation to Jan^ci*l.by whom 
he was much, and most deservedly, regxrdvd, liclng a noblcinun of an cxctlkr.t cha- 

' § lie left Edinburgh April 5, and was a month inliis journey; hunting and feasting 
the whole wa^ . 
Vol. v. * 2 T 



nine and ten o'clock,* and that night rode 
to Doncaster. The Friday night, I came to 
my own house at Witherington, and pre- 
sently took order with my deputies to see 
the borders kept in quiet, which they had 
muoh to do; and gave order the next 
mormng, the king of Scotland should be 
proclaimed king of England, and at Mor- 
pfeth and Alnwick. Very early on Saturday, 
I took horse for Edinburgh, and came to 
Norhfiih about twelve at noon, so that I 
might well have been with tJie king at 
supper time. But I got a great fall by the 
vray; and my horse, with one of his heels, 
gave me a great blow on the head, that 
made me shed much blood. It made me so 
^veak, that I was forced to ride a soft pace 
after, so that the king was newly gone to 
bed by the time that I knocked at the 
gate.f I was quicklv let in, and carried up 
to the king's chamfcer. I kneeled by him, 
and saluted him by his title of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland. He gave 
me his hand to kiss, and bade nie wel- 
come.t After he had long discoursed of 
the manner of the queen's sickness, and of 
her death, he asked what letters I had 
from the council. I told him, none; and ac- 
quainted him how narrowly I escaped 
from them. And yet I had brought him a 
blue ring from a fair lady, that I hoped 
wduld give him assurance of the trutli that 
I had reported. He took it, and looked 
upon it, and said: ' It is enough. I know 
by this you are a true messenger.' Then 
he committed me to the charge of my 
lord Hume, and gave straight command 
that I should want nothing. He sent for his 
chirurgcons to attend me; and when I 
kissed his hand at my departure, he said 
to me these gracious words: * 1 know } ou 
have lost a near kinswoman, and a loving 
mistress; but take here my hand: I will be 
as good a master to you, and will requite 
this sen'ice with honour and reward.' 

•' So I left him tliat night, and went 
with my lord Hume to my lodging,- where 
1 had all things fitting for so weary a mim 
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FROM THE UKIVEESAL MAGAZINE. 

London; being a complete Guide to the Brilisb Capital; containing an accurate and 
succinct Account of its Origin, Rise, and Progress, the Increase and Extent of its 
Buildings, its Commerce, Curiosities, Exhibitions, Amusements, Publick C&lann- 
ties, Religious and Charitable Foundations, Literary Establishments, Learned and. 
Scientifick Institutions, &c. &c. Interspersed with a variety of Original Anecdotes, 
Eccentrick Biography, Critical Remarks, &c. &c. Faithfully abridged from Mr. 
Pennant's London, and brought down to the present year. By John Wallis. l2mo. 



TO this compilation we give our 
unqualified approbation. We have 
reftd it with pleasure and with in- 
structton. It is judiciously and faith- 
fully abridged, from Pennant's 
larger work, and contains, besides, 
much new matter. There is no- 
thing of any importance that is 
omitted; and, as it is neatly printed, 
2tnd cheaply published, we may con- 
fidently expect that it will meet with 
such approbation from the publick 
as it assuredly deserves. 

As a . specimen of the manner in 
which it is compiled, we will ex- 
tract the account of Topham, which 
contains particulars not very gene- 
rally known, and will interest most 
readers in the perusal: 

** Cold Bath Fields, in Uus vicinity, was 
likewise chosen for a singular exhfbttion 
of bodily strength. Topham, about three- 
score years ago, generally known by the 
name of the strong man, kept a publick 
house, the sign of the apple tree, at no 
great distance from Cold Bath Fields, in 
1741, and chose that spot to exhibit one of 
his feats, viz. lifting three hogsheads of 
water, weighing 1836 pounds, upon a kind 
of scaffold, as it was then said, in honour 
of admiral Vernon, on account of his taking 
Porto Bello with six ships only. Topham 
was then so confident of lifting these hogs- 
heads, that he wanted tliree children to 
stand under them at the time; but this the 
populace would not permit, though he 
performed tiie undertaking with ease. 

"Topham Was then about tliirty one, in 
the prime of life 

" The first publick feat performed by 
Topham, of much notoriety, viz, his pull- 
ing;' ag-ainst a horse, was in the neighbour- 
hood where he then lived, -viz Moorfields; 
neither was it against stumps that he put 



his feet, but against the dwarf wall divi- 
ding Upper from Lower Moorfields. He af- 
terwards pulled against two horses; but as 
his legs were fdaced horizontally, instead, 
of rising parallel to the traces of the horses, 
he was jerked fropa his seat, and had one 
of his knees much bruised and hurts 
whereas, it was the opinion of Dr. Besa- 
guliers, that had he been m a proper posi- 
tion, he might have kept his situation 
against the pulling of four horses, without 
the least ii\convenience. 

** The feats which Dr. Desaguliers says 
he himself saw him perform, are as foU 
low: 

" By the strength of his fingers he rolled 
up a very strong and lai'ge pewter dish. 
He broke seven or eight short pieces of a 
tobacco pipe by the force of his middle 
finger, having laid them on his first and 
third finger. Having thrust tlie bowl of a 
strong tobacco pipe under his garter, his 
legs being bent, be broke it to pieces by the 
tendons of his bams, without altering the 
bending of his legs. Another bowl of this 
kind he broke between his first and second 
finger, by pressing them together side- 
ways. He lifted a table witli his teeth six 
feet long, with half a hundred weight 
hanging at the end of it, holding it in a 
horizontal position a considerable time. 

*' He took an iron kitchen poker, about 
a yard long, and three inches round, and 
struck upon his bare left arm, between 
the elbow and the wrist, till he bent the 
poker nearly to aright angle. 

" With such another poker, holdinf^ the 
ends of it in his hands, and tjie middle of 
it against the bi^ck of his neck, he broug-ht 
both ends of it together before him; and 
what was yet more difficult, he puUed it 
almost straight again. 

" He broke a i-ope of two inches cir- 
cumference, though, in consequence of his 
awkward manner, he was obliged to exert 
four times more strength than was neces. 
sary. 

*' He lifted a rolling stone of eight hun- 
dred pounds weight, with his hands only. 
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0tandiim^ ia a frame above ]t« and taking 
hold of a chain that was fastened thereto. 

•* Dr. Hutton, of Birmingham, speaking 
of Topham, is right in asserting that lie 
also kept a publick house at Islin^on; he 
likewise confirms what was saicl of him 
by Dr. DesaguUers; besides his lifting two 
hogsheads of water, heaving his horse 
over the turnpike grate, carrying the beam 
of a house as a soldier carries bis firelock. 
These, Dr. Button observes, were the re- 
, ixnts circulated respecting Topham in the 
country. But, however bdief might be 
staggered, he observes, she recovered 
herself, when this second Samson appear- 
. ed at Derby as a performer in publick, at 
A, shilling each. Upon application to alder- 
man Cooper, to exhibit, the magistrate 
was surprised atthe feats he proposed; and 
as his appearance was like that of other 
men, he requested him to strip, that he 
might examine whether he was made like 
them, but he was found extremely mus- 
cular. What were hollows under the arms 
and hams of others, were filled up with 
ligaments in him. 

** From the jerk he received from the 
two horses, Dr. Hutton observed, that he 
limped a little in his walk; and though a 
well made roan, had nothing singular in 
his appearance. 

^* The performances of this wonderful 
man at Derby, in whom the doctor ob- 
sei^es, the strengfth of twelve men were 
united, were the rolling up of a pewter 
dish of seven pounds, as a man roUs up a 
sheet of paper. Holding a pewter quart at 
arm's length, and squeezing the sides to- 
gether like an egg-shell. Lifting two hun- 
dred weight with his little finger, and 
tnoving it gently over his head. The bodies 
he touched seemed to have lost the power 
of gravitation. He also broke a rope fasten- 
ed to the floor, that would have sustained 
twenty hundred weight; lifted the oak 
' table with half a hundred weight to it; & 
piece of leather being fixed to one end for 
his teeth to hold, and while two of the feet 
stood upon his knees, he raised the end of 
it, with the weight, higher than that in his 
mouth. Mr. Chambers, then vicar of Ail 
Saints, in Derby, who weighed twenty 
seven stone, he took and raised witlvone 
hand, his head being laid on one chair, 
and his feet on another. Four people, also, 
fourteen stone each, sat upon Topham's 
body, and these he heaved at pleasure. At 
one blow he struck a round bar of iron, 
one inch in diameter, against his naked 
arm, and bent it like a bow. Weakness and 
feeling seemed Hed together. 

" Being a master of some musick. Dr. 
Hutton says he entertained the company 



at Detb^ with Mad Tom. The Doctor also 
heard him sing a solo to the organ (then 
the only one in Derby) in St. Werburgh's 
church; but though he might permrm 
with judgment, yet the voice, more tend- 
ble than sweet, scarcely seemed human. 
The ostler at the Virgin inn, where Top- 
ham put np, having insulted him, he took 
one of the kitchen spits from the mantle- 
piece, and bent it round his neck like a 
handkerchief; but as he did not choose to 
tuck the end in the ostler's bosom, the 
cumbrous ornament only excited the Uugh 
of tlie company, until Topham undertook 
to untie his iron cravat. Had he not abound- 
ed witii good nature, the men might have 
been in fear, for the safety of their persons, 
and the women, for that of their pewter 
on the shelves. One blow irom him would 
for ever have sUencedtthose heroes of the 
fist, who boast so much of boxing. 

*' But tlie circumstances here related by 
Dr. Desaguliers and Dr. Hutton, were only 
the common place performances of Top- 
ham, when he went about purposely to 
show himself; some aged perscHi^ who 
knew him in his neighbourhood, relate a 
variety of pranks which he was occasional- 
ly in tlie habit of playing; for instance, one 
night finding a watchman fast asleep in 
his box, near Chiswell street, he took both, 
and carrying the load with the greatest 
ease, at length dropped the watohmiiii^and 
his wooden case over the waU of Tindall's 
burying ground, where the poor fellow, 
only hidf awake, and doubting whether he 
was in the land of the living, m recovering 
from his fright, seemed to be waiting for 
the opening of the graves around him.— 
Another time, sitting at the window of 
a low, publick house, in the same street, 
while a butclier from a slaughter-house 
was going by with nearly half an ox on his 
back, Topham relieved him of it with so 
much ease and dexterity, that the fellow, 
almost petrified with astonishment, swore 
that nothing but t)ie devil could have 
flown away witli his load. A third time, 
thinking to enjoy a little sport with some 
bricklayers, by removing part of a scaffold 
just before they intended to strike it, from 
a small building, his gi*asp was so rude, 
tliat a part of the front wdl following the 
timber, the fellows conceived it had been 
the effects of an earthquake, and imme- 
diately ran, without looking behind them 
into an adjoining field. Here, however, 
Topham was near paying dearly for his 
jest, as one of the poles struck him on his 
side, and gave him great pain. 

** Another time, being persuaded by 
one of his acquaintance to accompany iir 
on board a West Xndivman in th^ river 
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and beings presented with a cocoa nut, he 
threw one qf tlie snilors into the utmost 
astonishment, by s\iddenly cracking it 
■ close to his ear, with the same facility as 
we crack' an eg-g-shell: and upon sortie re- 
mark being made upon an observation 
dee ed rather insolent, by the mate of the 
ship. Tod ham replied, that he could have 
cracked the bowsprit over his head; and 
of tlie truth of which there was not the 
least doubt 

" Another time, a race being to be nm 
on the Hackney road, when a fellow with 
a horse ; nd cart woiUd attempt to keep 
close to the contending parties, much to 
tlic displeasure of tho spectators .n gene- 
ral, Topham, who was one of tliem, step- 
ing into tlie road, seized the tail of the 
cart, and in spite of all the fellow's exer- 
tions in whipping his horse to get forward, 
he drew them both backwards, witli the 
greatest ease and velocity: and wJiile the 
pleasure of the beholders was at tiie high- 
est point of gratification, the surprise and 
rage of the driver seemed to be beyond 
all . expression; nothing preventing him 
from exercising his whip, upon the imme- 
diate cause of his chagrin, but tlie proba- 
ble fear of his being pulled or crushed to 
pieces. 

** During the time he kept a publick 
house, two fellows, extremely quarrel- 
some, though patiently bom w\th for a con- 
sideia.'lt- time, at length proceeded so far, 
that nothing would satisfy them but fight- 



ing the landlord. But as they could be ap- 
peased no otlier way, Topham, at length, 
seizing them both by the nape of the 
neck, whh the same facility as if they had 
been children, he knocked both their heads 
together, till perfectly sensible of their er- 
rour, they became as abjectin asking par- 
don, as they had before been insolent in 
giving of?"ence. 

" There is a report, that being opened 
after his death, the ribs, which are de- 
tached in otiier persons, were found in Mill 
in a manner connected into one solid sub- 
st:mce. 

*' He is said to have been extremely 
irritable in his temper, but had sometimes 
sucjj a cnmnand overhin»self, that, to pre- 
vent its ellects, lie would lock himself up 
in a roo".n tiP he found himself calm. To 
his own violence, however, he at length 
fell a- victim; his jealousy of his wife in- 
duced him to beat her so severely, that 
fear and remorse, as to the consequences, 
had such an effect upon him, that he nut 
an end to his own existence. A plate was 
engraved, representing him in the act of 
lifting the hogsheads of water in Cold 
Bath Fieldds; but this was the last feat 
he ever exhibited. 

** There were several signs 8om6 years 
ago in different parts of the metropolis 
referring to Topham's strength; one of the 
last of these was in East SmithiieJd, where 
he was represented as * The strong man 
pulling against two horses." 



FROM THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

History of Brazil. By Robert Southey. Part the First. 4to pp. 660. London, 1810. 



IT is by no means easy to mention 
a style of composition which Mr. 
Southey has not attempted, and it 
would be still harder to point but 
one in which bis talents might not 
be expected to raise him to distin- 
guished eminence. Few authors^^if 
the present age, have written ho 
much as he has done, and still few- 
er of any age, have written so well. 
As a poet, we conceive his name 
has not yet arrived at the reputation 
whkh it is hereafter destined to at- 
tain; and, as a historian, the expec- 
tation excited by his previous and 
less important essays, will not be 
disappointed by the present, bulky 



volume. With a share of genius and 
fancy equalled but by few; an hones- 
ty surpassed by none; and ari extent 
and variety of information marked 
with the stamp of that industrious 
and almost forgotten accuracy which 
brings us back to the severer days 
of English study, he possesses a 
commanding knowledge of his mo- 
ther tongue^ which, though the os- 
tentation of power sometimes pro- 
duces pedantry, and its attendant 
negligence betrays him too often in- 
to antiquated homeliness, is strongly, 
however, and, we think, advantage- 
ously contrasted with the monoto- 
nous and unbending dignity which 
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distinguishes the greater part of 
modern historians. No author could 
be fixed upon to continue, with 
greater prospect of success, the task 
of American history, which Robert- 
son left unfinished; and none is bet- 
ter adapted to correct and supply, 
by superiour minuteness, zealous 
research, and lively painting of na- 
ture and manners, the cold, and of- 
ten inaccurate outline oi that sen- 
sible and pleasing, but, certainly, 
• superficial writer. 

That portion of American annals* 
which, in this literary colonization, 
has fallen to Mr. Southey*s share, 
has less, indeed, of the usual com- 
mon places of history, less that is 
refined, or splendid, or illustrious, 
than is offered by the revolutions of 
Europe and of Asia, or even by the 
transactions of the Spaniards in 
Mexico and Peru. 

** I have to speak," are Mr. South ey*s 
words, ** of savag^esso baibarous. that lit- 
tle sympathy can be felt foi* any sufierings 
which tJiey endured, and- of colonisis, in 
whose triumphs no joy will be taken, be- 
cause they added avarice to barbarity. 
Ignoble men, carrying: on an obscure wari. 
fare, the consequences of wliich have been 
greater than were produced by the cop- 
quests of Aiexarder or of Charlemag-ne, 
and will be far more lasting. Even the few 
higher chaiaCtei-s which appear, have 
obtained no fauie beyond the limits of their 
own religion, scarcely beyond those of 
theu- language." 

With all these defects incidental 
to his subject, we agree with him in 
rating its importance highly. Much 
yet remains to be learned concern- 
ing tlie habits and character of sava- 
ges, and it is a topick on which er- 
roneous opinions have done such 
infinite harm, that a philosophick 
mind can hardly bestow its atten- 
tioh better, than in illustrating those 
barbarous manners and strange su- 
perstitions which, wild as they seem, 
are the rudiments, perhaps, and, as 

• The title of •' History of Brazil" is hardly adequate to the subject, as Mr. Southey's 
"vrork comprises the rise andprogrens of all the Europeor colonies, from the Andes to 
the Atlantick, and from the Plata to the river of Amazon. 



it were, the grammar of political 
man. And, however inglorious the 
agents in the colonization of Brazil, 
the mariners, the missionaries, the 
exiles of one of the least of our Eu- 
ropean nations; it cpnnot be an un- 
important labour to trace the process 
by which their slender means achiev- 
ed effecti} so apparently dispropor- 
tioned. In these rude efforts of an 
infant state,^ these struggles with 
their savage neighbours, or the more 
imporlan^yarfare which they have 
carried ^^Ktinst the beasts of the 
wood, t^^Vagons of the fen, and 
the unkindly effects of strange and 
adverse climates, we are reading the 
original history of every civilized 
natioii in the world; the tales of Cad- 
mus and Jason devested of fable: it 
is to such expeditions as these .that 
Europe owes its present glories: 

Sic fortis Etruria crevit 
Scilicet, et rerum facta est pulcherrima 
Roma ! 

And if the end of history be, in- 
deed, instruction, what better lesson 
can she afford to individual and pri- 
vate exertion than the contempla- 
tion of their gigantick result ? What 
more important warning and exam- 
ple to those high-souled men, who 
(should the increasing calamities of 
Europe produce another age of co- 
lonics) may bear, with equal cou- 
rage, and with greater mercy, a 
purer faith and better constitution 
than those of the conquerors of 
Brazil, to shelter beyond the reach 
of despotism amid the forests of 
New Zealand, or the countless isles 
of the Polynesian Archipelago? 

It was Vicente Yanez Pinzon, a 
Spaniard, and a distinguished asso- 
ciate of Columbus, ,who, in the year 
1500, discovered the coast of Brazil. 
As usual, in those days, the Casti- 
lians met with gold and giants, and 
carried as many infidels as the/ 
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bould eatth, into exile atid slaverf^ 
But this Was all the profit which 
they derived from their discovery. 
The land v^as to the east of Pope 
•Alcxander'a famous boundary line; 
and Pin«>n had not yet brought the 
Tvews of his success to Europe, when 
the fleet of Portugal, under Cabnftl, 
was driven, by a fortunate stoi*m 
which befel them in their way to 
India, to that country which had 
been thus blindly allotted to their 
future empire. Cabral 3£g.s followed 
by the famous Ameijj|pQ^^''espucci, 
•a really able navigatdtr^ W^^y while 
^he narrowly missed the honour of 
discovering the Straits of Magellan, 
•has, by a singular fortune, been re- 
compensed far above his deserts, in 
imposing, perhaps unconsciously, 
his name on a mighty continent. 
The country thus partially explored, 
bore, according to Garcia, the native 
name of Arabutan. Cabral, however, 
called it Santa Cruz, and, within a 
few years after its discovery, both 
appellaUons were forgotten in t;he 
new one of Brazil, derived, as Mr. 
Southey tliinks, from the valuable 
wood which was brought from 
thence, or, as appears to us also 
possible, from the Milesian Fables, 
introduced to our acquaintance in 
the notes to the poem of " Madock," 
and to the present volume. With- 
out, indeed, recurring to the Plato- 
nick Atlantis, or the lucky guess of 
Seneca, who foresaw, according to 
Garcia, the discovery of America, 
** como suelen adivinar los freneticos 
i poetas por calentarse demasiada- 
mente el celebro;" it is a very per- 
plexing and curious question, nor, 
as yet, by any means sufficiently ex- 
plained, from what source, prior to 
Columbus, the suspicion arose, so 
prevalent in the darker ages, of 
countries 

** Farre in the sea, beyond West Spaync." 

To the voyage of St. Brandan and 



his monks, and thtrt 6f Ml-. Sduth- 
ey's Cambrian Hertf, may be added 
the extraordinary expedition ef 
Dante's Ulysses, whom the poet 
.conducts in a second ramble, fair 
more adventurous thftn the first, and, 
by the same track with Columbus, 
to suffer shipwreck oh the dusky 
and mountainous shore of the Ter- 
restrial Paradise. [Inferno, canto 26.] 
Two fabulous, Atlantick islands, oi 
the names of Brazil and Antiiia, 
occur in maps antcriour to the Spa- 
nish voyage. The first of these may 
have been taken from an old Irish 
superstition, founded on a natural 
phenomenon, and a name once £si- 
mous might have been easily trans- 
ferred, as was at least the case with 
Antiiia, to the discoveries after- 
wards made. 

But (^haucer, when he mendons 
the red die of Brazil, in the same 
breath with " graine of Portingale,^** 
displays a premature knowledge of 
its produce which is veiy perplex- 
ing, and the more so, because we 
cannot find any sufficient authority 
to prove that the wood existed in 
the ancient hemisphere, or that 
Brazil has a meaning in any eastern 
oV European language. Is it absurd 
to suppose that specimens of Ameri- 
can timber may have been cast on 
the western shores of Europe in suf- 
ficient quantities to become a rare 
and valuable article in dying ? Or 
that such arrivals may have been 
thought to proceed from the en- 
chanted Island of O-Brazil ? This 
wood, however, which, e:;cept par- 
rots and monkies, was the only arti- 
cle of exportation Brazil was then 
known to affiard (for gryphon9 and 
tigerU wooly though nientioned in 
an old English statement, must have 
been very rare commodities indeed, 
and Pinzon was mistaken in his gol- 
den talcs) was not of sufficient value 
to make the country of any great 
importance in the estimation of the 



• Him needeth not his colour for todien 
With Brazil or with graine of Portingale.^JVfifm^^ PremU Tale, 
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^ Lords of the conquest and com- 
merce of India/* The land was ne- 
glected and left like a common to 
vboever chose to traffick there, and 
^veii when its value was better un- 
derstood, the government of Lisbon 
was long more anxious to exclude 
the French from its commerce, than 
to profit by the possession them- 
^Ives. Almost all which has been 
done in Brazil has been effected by 
private exertion. At first, a trade 
watt carried on with the Indian inha- 
bitants in the same manner, and for 
nearly the same commodities as 
that now maintained by the English 
and Americans with the savages of 
Polynesia. 

By degrees, occasional adventu- 
rers, thrown by shipwreck on the 
coast, or led by idleness and aver- 
sion to r^straiivt, united themselves 
with tlie natives, and became inter- 
preters or supercargoes. Of these, 
one of the first and most remarkable, 
was Diogo Alvarez, a young Portu- 
guese, whose story might supplant 
Philip Quarl or Robinson Crusoe in 
the nursery, and set many an ardent 
boy on fire for voyages and disco- 
v«ry« 

*' He WHS wrecked upon the shoals on 
the north of the bar of Babia. Part of the 
crew were lost; otliers escaped this death 
to suffer one more dreadful; the natives 
seized and eat them. Diogo saw that there 
was no other possible chance of saving 
bis life, than by making himself as useful 
as possible to these cannibals, lie there- 
fore exerted himself in recovering things 
from the wreck, and, by these exertions, 
succeeded in conciliating their favour. 
Among other thinirs he was fortunate 
enough to get on shore some baiTels of 
powder, and a musket, which he put in 
order at- his first leisure, after his masters 
were returned to their village ; and one day 
when the opportunity wus favourable, 
brought down a bird before them. The 
women and children shouted Caramuru ! 
Caranjui-u ! which sig-nified a man of fire ! 
And they cried out that he would destroy 
them: but he told the men, whose asto- 
nishment had less of fear mingled with it, 
that he would go with them to war, and 
kill their enemies. 

" Caramuru was the name which, fi*om 
thenceforward, he. was known by. They 



marched agsuostthe Tapuyas; the fame of 
AU deeibd^l engine went before, them, an4 
the Tapayaa fled. From a slave, Caramu- 
ru^ became a sovereign. The chiefs of the 
savages thought themselves happy if he 
would accept their daughters to be his 
wives; he fix^d his tibode upon the spot 
where Villa Velha:was afkerwavcU erect- 
ed, and aoon saw as numerous a progenj 
as an old Datriarch's rising round hinil 
The best families in Bahia, trace their 
origin to him."--P. 30, 31. 

Caramuru, however, and persons 
in the same condition with himseUi, 
were not the only colonists. Many 
individuals founded little factories 
in different parts of the country; and 
small forts and establishments, re- 
sembling nearly those at present 
scattered along the coast of Guineai 
appear^ though this stage of Brazi- 
lian history is not very clearly toldf 
to have been founded by govern- 
ment; yet the persons sent out to 
these feeble garrisons, were, of all 
others, least adapted to seri» the 
real interests of their country, or to 
contribute to the advantage of the 
natives, a docile race, whom a wiser 
policy might have soon reclaimed. 

A majority, at least, of these co- 
lonists were criminals, not sent as 
prisoners or labourers, like our con- 
victs in New South Wales, but em- 
ployed as soldiers, or as free settlers^ 
and sometimes even as commanders 
and govemours. But if the system of 
Port Jackson be erroneous, and tend 
to immorality, what must have been 
the effect of sending the same de- 
scription of characters in responsi- 
ble and important situations? Was 
there a Portuguese gentleman 
whose vices were intolerable in his 
mother country ? He was sent with 
arms in his hands to prey upon the 
wretched Americans. Was there an 
Indian govemour, whose lust and 
cruelties had forced themselves on 
the notice of government ? he was 
punished by the permission to ty- 
rannize, with still less restraint upon 
his actions, in Brazil. For many ge- 
nerations this extraordinary policy 
was the curse of the South Ameri 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



256 



Select reviews. 



can colonies; but at first when the 
settlers were almost all of this de- 
scription, released from the re- 
straints of European laws and de- 
cency, and thinly scattered amid 
numerous tribes of savages, it is 
evident that the wicked passions of 
each party would grow worse by 
Aeir mutual example. We have 
seen, in the present day, how much 
harm has been done by the runagate 
tailors in Polynesia, and in Brazil 
tiie consequences appear to have 
been equally pernicious. 

** Each made the other worse; the can- 
l^bals acquired new means of destruction, 
aod the Europeans new modes of barbari- 
ty. The Europeans were weaned from that 
human horrour at the bloody feasts of the 
ravages, which, ruffians as they were, 
they had at first felt, and tlie natives lost 
that awe and veneration for a superiour 
pace, which might have been improved so 
gre^tly to their own advantage.** 

For thirty years after the discove- 
ry of-Brazil, things remained in this 
neglected state; but by degrees, the 
fertility of the soil and the excel- 
lence of the climate were known, 
and the renown of Cortez and Pi- 
zarro, with ,the treasures they had 
acquired, conferred a sort of fashion 
on America, which induced noble 
adventurers of capital and influence 
to try their fortune there. Here, too, 
the system pursued was singular; 
to encourage such enterprises, the 
country was partitioned by Joam the 
third, into large lots, under the name 
of captaincies, each extending over 
fifty leagues of coast, and each com- 
mitted to the absolute and heredita- 
ry government of the fidalgo who 
undertook to subdue and settle it. ' 
This was the plan least expensive 
to government, and the administra- 
tion of the colonics was thus in- 
tnisted to those who had the deep- 
est interest in their prosperity; bnt 
there were many and serious attend- 
ant evils. Individuals might, indeed, 
possess sufficient means to settle 
and cultivate the small, uninhabited 
islands in the Atlantick; but in Bra- 
adl Uiere were savages to be sub- 



dued, and a vast extent of coasit to 
occupy; and the distance of these 
captaincies from Portugal, and from 
each other, rend9red it impossible 
to obtain assistance, when assistance- 
was required. Many captains were 
mined with their colonists, by the 
expenses of setting out; others 
overpowered by the natives, or redu- 
ced to the most horrible distresses 
by famine, from their ignorance of 
the business of a settler, and their 
neglect of a previous stock of provi- 
sions. Even in those districts which 
had better fortune, the system pro- 
ve4 itself to be radically mischievous* 
Human nature is not made for abso- 
lute and uncontrolled authority; the 
captains abused their powers, and 
not only the wretched Indians, but 
the European settlers, were driven 
to despair and insurrection. 

Twenty yeal's after the measure 
was first resorted to, its consequences 
were become intolerable. Joam re- 
voked the powers of the hereditary 
captains, and subjected the whole 
of Brazil to a governour, appointed 
by the crown. 

While the Portuguese were thus 
employed in exploring and settling 
the coasts and creeks of Brazil, they 
had little opportunity, and apparent- 
ly few inducements to penetrate far 
into the interiour. One Garcia, an 
extraordinary character, whose ge- 
nius and achievements are overlook- 
ed in the imperfect histories of his 
countrymen, with five Europeans,, 
one mulatto, and an army of Indians, 
undenook, indeed, a journey, of 
which we know no more, than that 
its extent and boldness was almost 
unparalleled; but the result does not 
appear to have encouraged others 
to similar attempts; and though 
vague rcpoits prevailed of gold and 
diamond mines, the treasures which 
now distinguish Brazil were then 
inviolate. 

In the mean time, however, the 
Castilians were proceeding in averv 
different manner to the north, soutli, 
and westward. As early as 1508,. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SOUTHEY'S HISTORY OF BRAZIL. 



257 



Jua:til>iaz de Solis had discovered 
a prodigious river to which he gave 
his own name, and where he was 
killed and eaten by an ambush of 
savages. 

In 1525, Cabot, following the 
track of Magalhaens, arrived at the 
same stream, and explored it as high 
as the Paraguay. A little gold and 
{Silver which had been obtained from 
the natives, raised his opinion of the 
importance of the country; the river 
was named Rio de la Plata, and 
many an adventurer was lured to his 
destruction by this deceitful title. In 
1534, the towns of Assumpcion and 
Buenos Ayres were founded. Both 
tfiese were far removed from the 
seaj an extraordinary circumstance 
in an infant colony, but not without 
a parallel, as we believe the settle- 
ment of Canada was effected in a 
similar manner. In both cases the 
siiperiour fertility of the interiour, 
and the facility of communication 
afforded by a noble river, were suffi- 
cient inducements; but the Spaniards 
threw their head quarters as far west 
as possible, becau^, to the eastward 
they found no traces of gold or sil- 
ver. The few specimens which Ca- 
bot had met with, were not the 
product of the Country, but brought 
from a distance. This the invaders 
soon discovered; but it was for gold 
they came, and in search of gold 
they had traced within a few years 
the course of the river, from the 
Atlantick to the Andes; while, at the 
same time, and with equal difficul* 
ties, Orellana proceeded down the 
Maranon in the contrary direction. 
The Castilians were a more adven- 
turous race than the Portuguese; or, 
to sppak more properly, the spirit 
of Portuguese adventure had taken 
its direction eastward. 

The invaders of Paraguay and 
Guiana, though of all men least 
adapted to colonize a country pro- 
fitably, were still admirably qualified 
to explore it Widely. Disinclined to 
dome5tic^t labour, they bore, with 
ipatience, the severest toil> and mi- 
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seiy the most intolerable, wlierever 
their wild or wicked schemes of 
advemure led them. Irritated at not 
finding the treasures they expectedi 
they tortured, in some instances, thft 
wretched Indians, to force them to 
point the way to scenes of wealth 
which had no existence; and every 
tale of wonder, which fear or igno<* 
ranee produced, was eagi^ly caught 
at and credited. It was thus that 
their avarice was inflamed by tales 
of £1 Dorado, the gilded monarch 
of an imaginary, inland Peru; or their 
lust and curiosity, stimulated by th& 
report of a nation of fair, and war- 
like, and wealthy women* With 
objects like these before them, hun* 
ger and thirst, and pestilential cli* 
mates; and all the plagues of beasts^ 
and reptiles, and msects, -were 
cheerfully encountered. Wading by 
day breast deep in putrid water, and 
fixing by night their wretched ham* 
mocks amid the branches of trees; 
making the fire to dress their pro* 
visions on wicker frames, guarded 
by a little clay; their wounds fest^er^ 
ing for want of help, (^^ heated, ^ 
they sometimes fancied, by repeating 
a few verses of the psalms; on they 
went, for weeks together, through 
marshes and thickets, exposed to aH 
the dreadful plagues of a rank and 
neglected soil, a prey to continual 
inundations, and fruitful in every 
deformed, and abominal^le, and poi- 
sonous production of nature. In 
reading, indeed, a fair and homely 
statement of the horrours and diiffi- 
culties which attended such expedi* 
tions as those of Yrala, AyoUts> 
Cabeza de Vaca, &c. there is no^ 
thing which excites so much won** 
der as that men should be found in 
endless succession, not only to sur* 
vive, but to repeat these dangerous 
experiments. Of the wild beasts, in^ 
deed, but Uttlo mention is made; 
but the snakes were enormous; . and 
alligators, and the more dangerous 
palometa, a small, but most vora<^ 
cious river shark, abounded in every 
stream. The vampires and mosqui* 
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toes were the plagues of the aii^ 
and on the dry ground, where such ex- 
isted, the ants, whose regular and 
multituduious march resembled the 
noise of an army, were, at uncertain 
intervals, the devourers of every 
green, and eveiy living thing The 
chiggers laid their eggs beneath the 
nails of the feet and hands, and pro- 
duced wounds or mortification in 
whatever joint they assaulted; and, 
amid these more dreadful visita- 
tions, frogs, toads, and scorpions 
were too common and too inconsi- 
derable to be worth the mention. 

Of the tales which led on to ruin 
ap many adventurers, from Cabeza 
de Vaca down to the gallant Ra- 
leigh, Mr. Southey justly rejects, as 
apocryphal, the story of the city of 
Manoa, whose Inca was dressed 
every day in a fresh suit of gold 
dust, glued with a paste of spices, 
on his naked body, and whose mean- 
est utensils were " plates of gold a 
foot broad.'* With great plausibility 
he accounts for such a story exist- 
ing in Guiana, from the wealthy and 
populous kingdoms of Peru and Bo- 
gota, situated on the opposite sides 
of the continent. 

It is, indeed, a curious circum- 
stance, and has led to many errours 
when not attended to, that the geo- 
graphical knowledge of savages 
reaches farther than we at first sup- 
pose. The people of Peru told of a 
inighty kingdom far to the east; the 
Bogotas sent their conquerors west- 
Ward ; and the Spaniards were long 
in discovering that the two nations 
only spoke of each other. It is thus 
that English credulity has been 
mocked m North America by tales 
of white men far to the west, with 
beards, and mounted on horses; and 
instead of recognising, in this de* 
scription, the Spaniards of New 
Mexico, has sought for the descen- 
dants of Madock on the banks of the 
Mississippi, or the sources of the 
Rio Colorado. 

To the accounts of the Amazons, 
Mr. Southey is more indulgent; and. 



in truth, the stnmg^co!Mspottd^t)c6 
and consistency of the stories deli-^ 
vered by so many unconnected trtbesr 
of Indians, and related by so cciaiiy- 
authentick travellers, may well be- 
sufficient to induce us not hastify t<r 
reject a statement, which, however 
extraordinary, contains nothkig iIl^ 
itself impossible. These Warlike la-^ 
dies, the Cougnantamaecouima, ot* 
women without husbands, should- 
seem, at a period subsequent to th# 
colonization of South America, to^ 
have emigrated from Paraguay, 
where the Spaniards first heard of 
them, to the shores of the river tof 
which they have given a name; and 
from thence to have past by the Ri» 
Negro to the northward. The ties of 
Orellana, who fought with them itt' 
his passage down the river, are ad- 
together unworthy of notice. But the 
testimony of Condamine and Acuni 
ha is certainly more to the pYirpose;^ 
and their accounts, as well as thosc$ 
obtained in Venezuela, agree in o^ 
signing the Amazens a seat 1& th9 
heart of Guiana, the only part of' 
America which no European has'fef 
explored. Ornaments of green jad, a' 
favourite decoration wkh many sa-? 
vage nations, were said to have bees 
brought from their country, and 
they had regular pairing seasons^ 
with a neighbouring tribe. The 
boys produced from this intercoursoy 
were destroyed; the girls became 
members of the commonwealth* 
After all, thei-e is nothing miracu^ 
lous in the story. ? 

<' The lot of women b usually dteadfitk 
among savj^es; the fem^es of obq hord^ 
may have perpetrated what the Oanaidei 
are «aid Xo have done before them, bu£ 
from a stronger provocation; and if, «s lA 
not unfrequent, they had been acettst^iit^ 
ed to accompany their husbands to tMtttk^ 
there ts nothing that can even be thought 
improbable in their establishing theiqt 
selves as an independent race, and de- 
curingy by such a system of life, that free- 
dom for their daughters, which they had 
obtained for themselves." p. 609. 

Another ^pheoomenon which Af r; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SOUTHEY^S HISarO^Y Of BRAZIL. 



5259 



Southcy ae«iiis dUposed. to rescue 

from the gripe of Palsephatus, is the 
mermaid; for be it remembered, that 
the male of this species is as little 
noliced as the husbands of the 
Cpu^antainsecouima. On this point 
we do not find our faith so vivid as. 
his appears to be; the Upupiara of 
Brazil, which drowns the Indians^ 
i^ears to us to be of the same ge- 
nua with the muTian of th/e Cana- 
dians, the Scottish keifiiej the nych 
^ Scandinavia, and our English ^/ 
^ the cramps Stedman's evidence is 
lather Gontraty. De Lery is, how- 
^imr^ no bad authority; and we have 
a circuiaalAatial descrip^on of a si- 
milar animal, in the same latitude 
US Brazil, and on theppposite side 
<rf th^ Atlantick, in a work entitled, 
^IstfiricaDescrizione de' tr^ Regni 
4i Congo, Matamba ed* Angola." 
[Milan 1 690,] This work, ,we be- 
|ieve, is scaroe in its original form, 
though it has been pretty generally 
circulated io the French translation 
^Lahai, and the author (a Capu« 
4bin missionary, il Padre Antonio 
Cavazzi) piKxfesses himself an eye 
witness; for, in describing some of 
the pecuUai*itie.s of the << Pesce 
Do§m9^" he ss^s, (<per quanto po- 
t^k vedere." A hideous engraving is 
givea, opposite to which, in the copy 
]»ow before us, a French manuscript 
note is inserted, with some filthy 
<il^U0istances respecting the same 
animal, froan the account of one 
Jean Moquet But small reliance is 
to be placed on^ this engraving, 
since, by the missionary's own ad- 
misMoii, ^ non ^ stato possibile darlo 
lid intendere precisamente a chi ne 
£ece I'imagine;" / but a little fancy 
might easily make a Pesce Donna 
QUt of some species of seal, and 
9iich, we apprehend, is the founda- 
. tion for most of the stories which 
have been circulated. 
^ While the Spaniards were wasting 
tiieir time and strength in endless 
and unprofitable wanderings, and 
quarrelling with each other in all 
the bittemesa wJakb.piii^eryji.^is- 



appointment, >and cUssolute habits 
could produce; the Portuguese, re- 
stricted by their situation to agricul- 
ture and commerce, were, in despite 
of a faulty government, by the natu- 
ral effects of a fertile soil, and a 
salubrious climate, increasing rapid- 
ly in wealth and numbers. They 
had their share, indeed, of the nox- 
ious productions to which all hot 
climates are liable; but the bounties 
of nature far surpassed her inconve- 
niences. Of the native trees the mag- 
nificent acayaba was the principal, 
valuable for boat building, for dic- 
ing, for fruit, for a species of flowery 
for a medicinal gum, and a liquor 
capable of fermentation. Tea was 
indigenous, and cpffee and ^nger 
were soon introduced with success. 
Sugar was cultivated to a considera- 
ble extent. Saltpetre was abundantj 
and the sea ^besides the mermaid) 
teemed with innumerable species of 
fish. Nor were even the interminable 
wastes of the interiour devoid of ob- 
jects adapted to relieve and deliglit 
the traveller. Amid all the horrours 
of the desert were found occasionally 
meadows spotted with tortoise eggs| 
forests thronged with birds and moiH 
kies, and tangled with the luxuri- 
ant folds of creeping plants, applica- 
ble to many important uses, and 
yielding when wounded a cool and 
wholesome water, which amid deser^ 
and stinking marshes, was a relief 
most necessary and seasonable. IQ 
the eastern Cordillera, where the 
Jesuits established a convent, are 
found all the mingled products of 
tropical aiid temperate climates, and 
that pure air and majestick scenery 
which distinguish the Blue Moun- 
tains of Jamaica. The Jesuits chose 
their station well; but it is most un* 
just to. accuse them of interested 
views. Their arrival Mid labours were 
indeed a blessing to Brazil. They 
were sent by Joam the third, and 
seem, with greater talents, more 
extensive views of policy, and, unfor- 
tunately, a fai: worse religion, to have 
>.een inspired^ in. ne small degree, 
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with tbat sensible piety, that never- 
failing industry and conciliating be- 
nevolence, which added to the ad- 
vantages possessed by all bodies act- 
ing in concert, have given so much 
success to the Moravians, in their 
task of converting savages. No peo- 
ple could be less disposed to receive 
instruction then the tribes to whom 
they came. Thi? Tapuyas were the 
oldest and most numerous race of 
Indians in Brazil. They should seem 
to be the original colony from the 
northern division of the continent, 
and to have brought from thence 
their rattle gods, found also in Flo- 
rida, and their name, which we un- 
derstand from good authority to be 
the gfenerick appellation [Tapoy] 
by which the North America tribes 
distinguish themselves from tlie 
whites. Another stock were the 
Tupinambas, comprising a multi- 
tude of nations of kindred language, 
and connected, as appears from 
many circumstances, with the Caribs, 
and the islanders of Hayti.* 

The Tupinambas were more re- 
cent comers than the Tapuyas, and 
had driven them from the greater and 
more valuable part of the country; 
■while they themselves stood in no 
small fear of a gigantick and warlike 
race from the south, the Aymores, 
who seem to have been a branch of 
the famous Puelches or Patagonians. 
All these nations after their kinds> 
are described by Mr. Southey with 
that force and poetick liveliness 
which mark his mariner, when he 
treats on a favourite subject; and 
the world is deeply indebted to him, 
not only for the rational entertain- 
ment afforded by this part of his 
work, but for the manner in which 
he hafrlaid to rest the idle exaggera- 
tion with which the Indian charac- 
ter has been extolled or vilified. 
Here, on the one hand^ we have no> 



dreams of a nee distkiet aa^ infe- 
riour from tlie rest of mankind; una' 
ble to count beyond the number 
three; beardless and imbecile; nor 
have we a faultless community of 
sages and heroes. While ample jus- 
tice is done to the bodily and mental 
powers of the rudest tribes, the 
enormities into- which revenge sedu- 
ced them are no where palliated, and 
our late philosophers (for we believe 
they are most of them guillotined) 
might have been referred to Mr^ 
Southey's descripticHi of the South 
American hordes for that proof of 
the advantage of civilisation whicb 
Protagoras offered to Socrates: 

i a-^o^^A fy Tc« toiouToti etySgawoi? ymofM- 

Of these nations, the Tupinambas 
were the most advanced in civilisa- 
tion; and seem to have been nearly 
on a level with the islanders of Fee« 
jeej the most cruel^ but most ingeni- 
ous of the great family of the Paci- 
fick. The Aymores were the rudest 
and the most brutal; but were, at 
the same time, a frank and honest 
race, easily won to confidence, and, 
when won, warmly attached. In hi^ 
tred to the Portuguese, and in a love 
for human ilesh, almost all die tribes 
agreed. The first of these principles 
was the natural effect of the unin- 
terrupted course of treachery, op-' 
pression and ingratitude which they 
had experienced at the hands of the 
settlers, who disregarding alike the 
thunders of the Romish church, and 
the positive laws of their sovereign, 
had, on the most frivolous pretences, 
or without any i)retence at all, redu- 
ced many villages to servitude, and 
carried on predatory excursions a* 
mong the rest for the sake of ob-^ 
taining slaves. Their cannibalism^ 
however, was a far more serious im<» 



• One of their superstitions is in cotmnbn with the northern Indians; both races h*ve 
the same respect for the nig^ht bird, called by the English *• wliip-poor-wai:" and, 
according to Peter Kalm, for the same reason, this may have been borrowed from the 
Tapuaas, as well as the rattle worship. 
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. pedifuent tD coaTersion than ^eir 
hatred to Europecms. 

" The reli^n, th^ pride, and the joy 
of the Brazilian savages were in their can- 
nibal feasts; and it was the more difficult 
to aboHsh tliis custom, because the Euro- 
peans had hitherto made no attempt to 
check it amon^ their allies. It has been 
seen how the French interpreter advised 
the Tupinambas i6 eat Hans Stade as a 
Portuguese; and the Portuguese in like 
manner permitted their allies to consider 
■ their enemies as beasts whom they were to 
destroy and devour. Nay, as these ban- 
quets made the feud morfe deadly, they 
conceived it to be good policy to encou- ' 
rage them; and for this policy, the com- 
mon shudderings of humanity were, as 
usual, repressed and ridiculed; and tlie 
holiest injunctions of religion set at naught. 
Priests, warriours, women, and children, 
regarded the practice of cannibalism 
with equal delight and equal interest. It 
Vas the triumph of the captor; it was an 
expiatory sacrifice to the spirits of their 
brethren who had been slain; it was the 
pnbHck feast in which the old women dis- 
played their domestick mysteries; and it 
was the day of merriment for the boys." 
page 217. 

Many curious details of the ce- 
remonies on this accursed occasion 
are given in the account of Haps 
Stade'^s adventures; to abridge them, 
however, would be tp spoil their 
interest, and we refer our readers 
to Mr. Southey^s work. The Indians 
bad learnt to consider human flesh. 

i as the most exquisite of all dainties; 

I but delicious as these repasts were 
accounted, they derived their high- 
est flayour from revenge. 

' ** It. was this feeling, and the sense of 
honour connected vdth it, that the Jesuits 
found most difficulty in ov/ercoming. The 
native Brazilians had made revenge their 
predominant passion, exercising it upon 
etery trifting occasion, to feed and 
streniftben a propensity which is of itself 
top strong. If a savage struck his foot 
against a stone, he raged over it and bit it 
like a dog; if he were wounded with an 
arrow, he plucked it out and gnawed the 
shaft. When they took a beast of prey in 
a pitfall, they killed it by little wounds, 
that it might be long In dying, and suffer 
as much as possible in death." p. 233. 



Such were the people whom the 
Jesuits went to convert; nor were the 
Indians themselves their only oppo- 
nents. The Portuguese and men of 
colour united in an outcry against 
every measure for the improvement 
or liberation of the savages. The 
missionaries experienced the same 
persecution and violence from the 
planters, as the united brethren have 
received from the Dutch boors at 
the cape; and were assailed by all 
the arguments w*hich ignorance, 
selfishness, and infidelity have urged 
in our own times against the con- 
version of Hindoostan. " Such pro- 
cieedings," said the slave-owhers, 
"were violations of the liberty of 
the Indians; it was absurd to dream 
of forbidding tigers to eat human 
flesh; the more they warred with 
each other, the better it was for the 
Portuguese; and to collect them in 
large settlements, was to form ar- 
mies with which they should soon 
have to contend." The governour, 
however, supported them, and they 
themselves" had every possible qua- 
lification of zeal and benevolence 
to make their endeavours successful. 
They began with winning the affec- 
tions of the children by trifling pre- 
sents, and, in this intercourse, ob- 
tained some use of the language 
themselves, and soon qualified these 
little ones for interpreters. They 
visited the sick, reconciled enemies,- 
prevented drunkenness and polyga^ 
my; but cannibalism remained incu- 
rable. Like hope, it travelled on 
with the savages, through life, and 
in death it hardly quitted them. 

" A Jesuit one day found a Brazilian 
woman in extreme old age, and almost at 
the point of death. Having catechised her, 
instructed her, as he conceived, in the 
nature of Christianity, and completely 
taken care of her souf , he began to inquire 
whether there was any kind of food which 
she could take: ' Grandam,' said he« 
(that being the word of courtesy by which 
it was usual to address old women) * if I 
were to get you a little sugar now, or a 
mouthful of some of our nice things which 
we get from beyond the sea, do you think 
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you ooiM' eat HV *Ab, XDf ^pni9diioni!> 
said the old eoavert, ' my stomacb goes 
against ever^ thing. There is but one thing 
which 1 think I could touch. If I had the 
little band of a little tender l^apnya boy, 
i think I cmild pick the little Bones; but 
"#0 is me, there is nobody to g» out and 
sboot one for nie' " Nole» p. 223. 

• Of course the Paycs, or priests of 
the country, were the warmest 
against these new magicians; bap- 
tism was thought fatal to children, 
and to spoil the taste of human 
flesh; and the prayeVb of the mis- 
^^ionaries were supposed to cngcn- 
i!er knives and scissars in their 
Iiearer's bowels; still, however, they 
made a progress. 

" When, the Jesuits tuceeeded, they 
made the joonverts erect a church in the 
v.iUage,which, however rude, fixed them to 
the spot; and they established a school for 
the cj^ildren, whom they catechised in 
llieir "own language, and instructed te 
xepesl tliB paternoster over the sick: eve* 
igr recovery which happened after tlus had 
^sen done, both they and the patient ac- 
counted a miracle. They taught tl)em also 
to read and write, using, says Nobrega, 
the same persuasion as that wherewith 
tile enemy overcame man-, ye shall be as 
i-Oda, knowing good and evil; for tliis. 
itinowlcdge appt^red wondeiful to tJiem, 
and tliey es^'erly desired to attain it Good 
proof,, how easiiy such a race might have 
been civilized. Aspilcueta was the aptest 
scholar ^mong-tlje missionaries; he was 
Idle first who made a catechism in the 
Tupi tongae, and tKsnslated prayers into 
k* When he.becjame sufficiently master of 
t)ie language, to e^pre^s himself in it with 
fluency aivjil full p<iwer, he then adopted 
the manner pf the Payes, and sung out 
the mysteries of the faitli, funfiing Tourrd 
tiite auditorjj) stamping his fecft, chipping 
kis haiuis^ and copying all the tones and 
gQSticulatioffts by which they Were wpnt 
to be aii'ected. Kobrega had a school neav 
the city,, wi^ere he instructed the native 
ciiildren, the orplians from~ Portugal, and 
the Mestizos, or mixed breed, Itere called 
^lamaliicos. Reading, winting, imd' apith«> 
metiek were taught tliem} tliey were 
tramed to assist at mastr, and to sing the 
church service, and frequently led in p^'o- 
cession through tlie town, This had a 
great effect, for the natives were pais- 
sionately fond of musick, so passionat.eiy, 
that Nobrega biigau to hope the fable of 
i>i;pheus was a type oi' lus tuIssioUi aud 



thst by^Dffs hm wt» to.otswMM^^* 
eansof Brazil He usually took v^iU^him 
tour or five of these little choristers' on 
bis preaching expeditions. When they ap* 
proached an inhabited place, one carried 
the crucifix before them, and tkiey b^a^ 
singing the Utaaj. Tbe savagesr ik^ 
snakes^ were won by the voice^^of. ti^e 
charmer; they received him joyfiSly, aiig 
when he departed with the. same ceremo- 
ny, the children followed t^e musick. He 
set the catechism, creed, and ordinaiy 
prayers to 9ol fa. Ami the pleasaie of 
learning to sing was such a temptatii^ii, 
that the little Tupis sometimes ran awsy 
from their parents, to pot themselves im- 
der the care of tlie Jesuits." p. 25fi^ 257. 

It was by these beginnings^ li- 
tional, pious, and pei*suasive, that 
they laid the foundation of a.reU« 
giou, whicb^ though corrupced and 
debased, was still productive of the 
blessings Christianity, howe^r dis- 
guised, confers; and of that esttra- 
ordinary power and popularity 
among the indktns, whichi till the 
time of the final suppression of theiv 
order, was almost uniformly exer- 
ciaed in the^auae of justice and ku« 
Canity. But, for their &PCher pco^ 
gress, and for the present state of 
the Indians, we look forward td 
Mr. Soutbey's second volume, *and 
return to the more general histzery 
of Brazil. Thus ' much, how^ter, 
we may be allowed to remark!N»-&r 
indeed the observation naturally 
forces itself on the mind'^-^luit e«e« 
ry community of naen^ «stabliahed 
for a worthy purpose, has, in ]the 
beginning, been active and ^Hcet* 
Lent The Franciscans, the Beneidi^- 
tines, the Knights of Malta^ all com- 
menced with equal industry .and 
virtue; and that the Jesuit's >star 
retained its brightness longer^ is tO 
be attributed, Qot so muQk to tbe 
nature g£ their es^id}Ushment,<.as t» 
the peculiarity of circumstancies 
wkich .gave them a. never ending 
scope for exertion^ aiid by a wldec 
fteld of ambitjton and activity, pi'e* 
vented their metal from rusting^ It 
is only when esublishments have 
outgrown the- times, or the times 
have .ou^rown thern^ that their utu 
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Itty begteto decfty, a^ difeir itiflu^ 
cnce soon follows their utility. It isj 
therefore, the interest of all such to 
seek out new fields of talent, to pro- 
|K>se some fresh object continually 
to their followers, and by still fresh 
tharinel^, to emj^loy in their service 
those fiery spirits which would else 
be leagued for their destruction. If 
their Terminus ceases to be pro- 
ig^ressive, it is vain to hope that he 
will long continue stationary. 

Ex illo fluere et retro subUpsa referri. 

In 1564, a feeble and ill concerted 
effort was made by the French Hu- 
gonots, in total contempt of justice) 
to establish themselves, though then 
at peace with Portugal^ in Brazil; 
and their Calvinist teachers, in at- 
tempting the same task with the 
Jesuits, showed about a» much bi- 
gotry and want of common sense, 
as our Methodists have sinae done 
IB Otaheite. 

..But the evil days of Portugal and 
Brazil were now drawing, pn« , In 
1578 Sebastian fell, and aiewyeara 
more saw the first a province of 
Spsdn, wfkd the Sjecond"^ exposed to 
ail the enemies of that overgrown 
powers 

The English buccaneers under 
Lancaster, laid waste Olinda. The 
French renewed, though with the 
same ill success as before, their 
}>lans of conquest and colonization; 
and the Dutch, now emancipated 
from the yoke of Castiie, and having 
already subverted the Portuguese 
empire in India, tunned their arms 
Wi^ equal wisd€mi and courage to 
tlie subjugation, of Scmth America* 
Tlie Hollanders of the 17th century 
were, indeed, a formidable enemy; 
and in the first btu*st of their nava]^ 
thtniders on Brazil, we recognise 
many actions which would not. dis- 
grace even tlie present lords of the 
ocean. Some traits are ako to be 
met with, some foolish contemptof 



their enemy^ some disMgard to tha 

feelings and interests of th^rfiiends^ 
some slackness in the vpry hour of 
victory, arid., indifference to every 
thing but the view of immediate 
profit, which remind us, alaA ! toa 
forcibly, of the attempts we havtt 
witnessed in our. own days, c^ a 
^eighbojiring region of South Ame-. 
rica. In two material poiius, how- 
/ever^ they differed from us; their 
cause was somewhat less upjust» 
and their temper far less merciful 
and liberal. Their first attack was 
directed to the capital of Brazil, and. 
«^very thing gave way before them^ 
their sailors were hardly inferiour 
to the modem English, and their 
soldiers were t^'ied and seasoned in 
the long and glorious struggle, in 
which they had foiled the armies of 
Spain and Austria. The Brazilians^ 
on the other hand* wer^ unused ta 
war, and now had no expectations of 
it; they were undet* the protection- 
of Spain, who was little inclined to 
favour a Portuguese colony, and the 
inert administration of CHivarez took 
away all hope of timejy European, 
succour. But the energy of the Poc^ 
tuguese character, warmed by a 
mixture of Brazilian blood. Was able 
of itself to preserve die country. 
The governour being made prisout 
er, the bishop aitd. inhabitants o^ 
St. Salvador retired into thp .woods* 
and exhausted their invaders by that 
system of warfare for which militia; 
are best quafified; tilj, on the tandy 
arrival of forces from Lisbon, the 
Upllanders fell . an easy sacrifice*. 
The failure of their first expedition 
did not, however, discourage thetn) 
the desperate valour of Pete rHeynel 
their admiral, obtained the town 6i 
Recife, and a long and bloody wat; 
wa^ maintained, with various. su9<* 
cess, during upwards of 17 years. - 
The vices ^f the Portuguese weriJ 
ignorance, indiscipline, and the vi-* 
cis^itudies of foolish confidence arid 



* It issingtilary that Philvp of Spain offered 3riizil in sovereignty to the. duke of 
ragaDZ% oivconditioa.of .Ui« wavj^juy ^laim to Fovtiigiil* ; . , 
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littdden't>anick; those of the Dutch, 

avarice, drunkenness, and impsiP 
tience of hardship; both were brave, 
and the cruelty of beth was equal* 
Both nations employed considerable 
bodies of Indians and negroes in 
their service, and there were on 
both sides very able partisans for 
the desultory warfare which such 
troops carried on. The Dutch had a 
mulatto deserter of the name of Ca- 
labar, who, after doing more mis- 
chief to his country than an entire 
army could have effected without 
him, fell into the hands of the Por* 
iuguese, and died on the gibbet re- 
signed and penitent. On the other 
party, besides Souto and Enrique 
Diaz, two able chiefs of marauders, 
, was Camaran, a high minded Indian 
cacique, who repaid the ingratitude 
of his masters by the most distin- 
guished services. His uncle had 
been kept by the Portuguese eight 
years in irons. The Dutch, on ob- 
taining possession of Rio Grande, 
%et him at liberty. 

" Immediately he went to his clan; the 
mark of my chains, said he, are st'dl 
bleeding; but it is guilt which is infamous 
and not punishment. The worse the Portu- 
guese have used me, the more merit will 
be yours and mine in persisting faithfully 
to serve tliem, especially now that they 
are in distress." p. 494, 

The uncle and his nephew were, 
perhaps, the preservers of Brazil. 
"Nor were noble instances of magnai 
nimity wanting among the Portu- 
guese. Estevam Velho had fallen in 
an engagement between the Hol- 
landers and Matthias de Albu- 
querque, ne^r the town of Nazareth, 

•• He was the son of Maria de Sousa, 
one of the noblest women of the province. 
Ah-eady in* this war she had lost two other 
sons, and her daughter's husband. When 
. the tidings of this fi-esh affliction arrived, 
she called her two remaining sons, one of 
whom was fourteen years of age, tlie 
pther a year younjjer, and said to them, 
* your brother Estevam has been killed 
by the Dutch to day; you must now, in 
your turn, do what is tli^ duty of hongura* 



Ue men in a war, wherein they ave t^ 
quired to serve God, and their kingv and 
their country. Gird on your swords, and 
when you remember the sad day in which 
you girt them on, let it be not for sorrow, 
but for vengeance; and whether yoa re- 
venge your brethren, or fall like them, you 
will not degenerate from them, nor ^rom 
your mother.' With this exhortation, sh^ 
sent them to Mathias, requesting that he 
would rate them as soldiers. The children 
of such a stock could not degenerate, and 
they proved themselves worthy of it.** 

On the other haod| meantime, the 
majority of the Indians, in spite of 
the exertions of the Jesuits, were 
induced, from hatred of the Portu- 
guese, to join with any fresh inva- 
ders, and the Jews and new Chris- 
tians were ready to hail as their 
deliverers, any government which 
had not an inquisition. Great ad- 
vantages these, if the Dutch had 
known how to use them, and if the 
natural bigotry of Galvanism had not, 
in Brazil, rendered, in a great mea- 
sure, vain, the enlightened policy (jf 
their European government. But 
their greatest tower of strength was 
their possessing a. general like the 
count of Nassau, one of those ex- 
traordinary characters who seem 
marked by the seal of Providence 
for illustrious enterprises, and for 
the example and improvement of 
the world. Just, wise, valiant, and 
generous, he seems to 'have posses- 
sed every quality which can entide 
a man to head an army, or to found 
a mighty empire; and had his means 
been proportionable to his genius, 
there can be but little doubt that 
Brazil and Peru would have been 
added to the cluster of Batavian ar- 
rows, and that his orange standard 
would have been carried in a series 
of victories from Darien to the 
Straits of Magellan.' But his plans 
were ill answered by the power or 
spirit of the West Indian company; 
his reforms were crost, his fidelity 
suspected, and the force which he 
required, directed to secondary ob- 
jects. Little was won or lost by ei- 
ther side, and Brazilians and Dutph 
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were already so wearied by their 
endless warfare, as to have begun a 
sort of negotiation; when the news 
of the revolution, which placed Bra- 
ganza on the throne of Portugal, en- 
tirely altered the relation in which 
they stood to each other. With this 
great event, and with a retrospec- 
tive view of several expeditions of 
discovery on the Orellana, Mr. 
Southey concludes his volume. 

Our readers cannot but perceive, 
we think, even from the short and 
imperfect sketch to which our li- 
mits have confined us, that the his- 
tory of Brazil is a subject of no 
common interest; and that the pow- 
ers of its historian are such, as will 
place him in a rank with the most 
considerable names in the depart- 
ment l^has chosen. To tlie second 
Voluni?^e look forward with in- 
creased expectation, both from the 
augmented importance of Brazil as 
Connected with the rest of the world, 
and from the valuable manuscript 
sources of information which the 
author announces himself to possess, 
and which have enabled him to sup- 
ply a period in the history of this 
rising enipire, as utterly unknown 
to European readers, as the annals 
of China or Japan, On the present 
volume we have but few observa- 
tions to offer. Matiy valuable canons 
of colonial policy might be laid 
down or confirmed from the fcicts 
here given; among which, one of 
the most striking is, the advantage 
of encouraging a mixed breed be- 
tween the natives and settlers, and 
of indentifying these Mestizos with 
the colonists of purer blood, by an 
equality of rank and an admission 
to the same privileges and employ- 
ments. The Portuguese alone, of all 
the European nations, seem, both in 
Brazil and India, to have pursued 
this policy; and if, with them, the 
effects have not been more stri- 
king, it is only because the Mes- 
tizos and the purer race have been ' 
sunk under equal disadvantages of 
religion and government. The cx- 
Voi.. v. 2 1. 



tent to which this system has beien 
carried by the Portuguese, and the 
surprise with which our English 
sailors regarded the state assumed 
by the swarthy govemours of their 
small, insular settlements, is often to 
be remarked in the accounts of 
V03ragers about the beginning of the 
last century; and we trust that Mr. 
Southey will not overlook, in his 
second volume, the circumstances 
that have produced a peculiarity 
which appears to us both amui^ing 
and instructive. 

The race of man in all his animal 
powers, is decidedly improved by 
mixture; and even in his noble fa- 
culties, if greater genius be not 
produced, a more ardent and rest- 
less activity is superadded, which 
makes the man of colour a most va- 
luable ally, or a most dangerous 
enemy. The Portuguese have made 
him the former; and it is to this iil- 
termixture of native blood, and to the 
exertions of this hot and hardy race, 
which derive their pedigrees from 
the kindred of Caramuru, that the 
house of Braganza is indebted for 
that city which is now the seat of 
their empire, and for the treasures 
and resources of the finest region in 
the world. What has been the con- 
sequence of a different line of poli- 
cy, is written in blood on the shores 
of Hayti; and is no less legible in 
the vices and ignorance of those 
neglected offsprings of Europeans-*- 
the disgrace and peril of our eas- 
tern and western settlements. Albu- 
querque encouraged his soldiers to 
marry native women, and settle in 
India with their families. Lord Va- 
lentia seriously recommends that 
the children of the English servants 
of the company should be forbidden 
to remain in their territories. 
«* Which is the wiser here, justice 
or iniquity ?" — -the cruel Portu- 
guese, or the humane and enlight- 
ed Briton ? — Another point on which 
we anticipate much valuable infor- 
mation, is, the maturing the Jesuits* 
scheme of instruction, and the pre? 
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s^nt stfttf pf t)i0 ladies. Np Euro- 
pean settlerd have yet been ^tuated 
either by jpcitrcy or wisdoQiy in their 
dealings mrith savages. 
, The English in North America 
did not enslave the abprigenes, but 
th^y treated them with brutal ne- 
glect and impolicy, and they encou- 
raged their wandering habits by the 
trai&ck in peltry: they stimulated 
their evil passions by eooploying 
them in war; and they communica- 
ted to tliem Ao other tincture of ci- 
vilisation but European diseases^ and 
European, spirituous liquors. The 
Spaniards aad Portuguese were, at 
first, indeed, oppressive and inhu- 
man; but they have at least taken 
paiijs to domesticate the remnant 
ijrhom they spared, apd we appre- 
hend their missions have since more 
than paid the debt of their original 
excesses. 

In comparing, as every one who 
i>eads his work will naturally more 
or lesa comp^tre, Mr. Soutbey with 
Robertson, the most obvious, thou^ 
certainly not the most important dif- 
ference) is jiie occasional quaint^ 
Bess, and affectation of the style of 
antiquity, which we shortly noticed 
in the beginning of the present 
strictures, and wUch are very oppo- 
site indeed, to the imfailing polishf 
the sweetness of diction almost to 
satiety, and the other « dulcia vitia" 
of his elegant predecessor. A little 
hc^meliness, a few archaisms, and a 
style, for the most part, founded on 
that of our beautiful version pf the 
Scriptures, possess, indeed, when 
introduced with judgment and mo- 
deration, a dignity of eloquence^ 
which the periods o^ later days are 
^together unable to equal; and ma« 
ny passages m^ay be found in the pre- 
sent vQlume) which would not dis? 
grace, in harmony, even the best of 
the authors that have been chpseo 
^s models. But if this familis^'ity 
with our elder classicks assume the 
appearance of art or pedantry; if 
their negligence be evidently studi** 
ed, and their obsolete or unusual 
^language be ostentatiously smd un- 



necessarUy braigbt jTorw^rd* we «»^ 
apt to turn with some displeasure 
from pages which almost require « 
glossary,, and from ornaments which 
remind us of the amficial wrinklea 
worn by th^ triple-crowned lady 'm 
the Tatier« In poetry, such archaismt 
or uncommon wonds are, for ob- 
vious reasons, oCfien beautiful; bu| 
why, in plain prose^ and \n ordinaiy 
narrative, is ^< cpronal" to drive ou| 
coronet from its established place I 
Will « plumery" weigh heavier than 
feathers ? or will not our homely 
English drum raise a spirit as soon 
as " tambour ?"— .Then we have " na^ 
pery*^ for naftkimt and ta&le'ClothSf 
" poitrais," which it may be thought^ 
is fuUy a^ well e:^prest by br^a$hi 
fUatesj and >f bpoads>" a plur^ &ub-. 
stantive, which, whether it require^ 
a cenbor to refonn it, or an augur to 
mterpi*et, may admit, perhaps, of a 
question. It is ti*ue, that amidst si3& 
hundred pages of eloquent and pow^ 
exful writing, a few suoh flaws a^ 
these are hardly worth the noticiog^ 
except that they admit of so eas^ «u 
amendment in a future edition. 

There is another def<^ct, whicii 
we believe must be attributed akiQi 
to system, and derived from th^ 
same familiarity with ancient chfor 
nicies, but which is a real.impedi* 
ment) not only to the popularity! 
but to the general usefulness of a 
historical composition. The want of 
broad and general views of his sub- 
ject, and of thos^ bird's-eye recapi* 
tulations, which serve as a resting 
place tP the attention, and bri^g at 
once before the reader's observation 
the relative harmony pf the objecta 
he has gone through in detail. The 
generality of modern historians have 
fallen into a contrary extreme, and 
have given u^ rathev essays on his» 
torical subjecu, than real and au- 
thentick history. M^^ Spi^they, on 
tjie other hand, gives u& his &ct& 
as he nnds 0em, and takes; little 
pains to unite them in a comiected 
Pr lucid arrangement. Nothing can 
exceed the accuracy of his detail, or 
the life and spirit of his represenia- 
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tions; but these glowing scenes pass 
over the mind as insulated and dis- 
joined as the shadows of a magick 
lantern, or as visionary kings in 
Macbeth, without a Banquo to con- 
nect and identify them. In more re- 
spects than one, his work reminds 
us of the defects and beauties of the 
threat masters in the infancy of paint- 
&)g, in whose performances every 
hair was a portrait, and every fea- 
ture seemed starting into life; but 
from the want of general effect and 
keeping, the eye roamed unsatisfied 
over the picture, and sought relief 
on slighter but better arranged de- 
signs. Robertson wrote only for ef- 
fect, and gave us sums without their 
Items. The result was inaccurate, 
indeed, but will always continue po- 
pular. Mr. Southey gives the items 
carefully, and leaves the reader to 
«a&t them up himself. Surely he 
may indtilge » little more in those 
general specuk^ons, which his ar- 
dent mind must have often suggest- 
ed, without relinquishing the ad- 
vantages \Jkrhich are possessed by 
superiour accuracy, and the interest 
lie never fails to excite in particular 
iEtetS) and the conduct of particular 
individuals. It is partly, however, 
ctwi»g to this habit of viewing ac* 
lions in detail, and partly, we should 
almost imagine, to a keenness of 
^c moral sense superiour to that 
possessed by his pi^decessor, that 
Mr. Southey's individual characters 
possess an interest and value far 
teperiour to those of Robertson* 
They are not mere links in the chain 
of events; they are something more 
than performers in a great political 
teliet. They are men, accountable 
men, whose virtues are held up to 
cter imitation, whose vicefi we ard 
tought to abhor, and the principal 
end of history, example, is a|>plied 
on the widest scale, and to tlie very 
best of purposes, Asa moral writer, 
Mr. Southey will leave behind him 
a name which few of his ecmtempo- 
raries will have equalled^ In these 
respects, indeed, it is, perhaps, ne^- 
ceissary to observe, th^t a gradu^^l 



but Important change appears to 
have taken place in some of our 
author's opinions. We no longer 
find in the productions of his pea 
that querulous discontent under the 
existing state of society, and that un- 
defined aspiration after fair dreams 
of unattainable liberty; dreams, in- 
deed, but " such as our Milton wor- 
shipped;" which, by the prejudice 
they excited against his earlier pro- 
ductions, retarded, we believe, the 
popularity he must otherwise have 
obtained, till long after maturer age 
and melancholy experience had sub- 
dued and sobered down the livelier 
tints ci his youthful enthusiasm. 
At present, if we wish to educate 
in the minds of youth a lofty sense 
of national dignity, a temperate zeal 
in the cause of freedom, and a man- 
ly hatred for every species of op- 
pression or cruelty; if we desire W 
raise in them that admiration of in- 
dividual merit which speaks to the 
feelings, and stimulates the emula- 
tion of the soldier or the citizen, m 
well as the statesman or general, and 
makes the> study of history a schooU 
not only of national politicks, but of 
private virtues: if, in short, we wish 
to bteed up such men in England, 
as England now most needs to pre- 
serve her, few better manuals can 
be found than the works of Robeh 
Southey. 

There are some errours of the 
pen, or of tie press, we know not 
which; but, in the prospect of ano- 
ther edition, Mr. Southey wiil ex- 
cuse our mentioning them. In page 
2, Vicente de Pinzon is said to havc^ 
sailed with four caravels; page f, 
we are told that " out of his three 
ships he lost two."— A Frenchman 
would not [p. 136] say " d'etre ter- 
rible,** but « a fin d'etre terrible.*' 

The Dutch are said [p. 577} to 
iMve instructed their Indian allies 
m LutheraniaM; a very singular con- 
duct in men who were themselves 
Calvinists. Does this errour proceed 
from excessive familiarity with Por- 
guese authors, who designaEte ail 
pr^tesiiant^ as^lAitk^^mns I 
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M08QUITOBS IN THE CRIMEA. 



FEW situations could surpass 
Kepii [[situated in the territory of 
the Circassians] in wretchedness. 
Bad air, bad water, swarms of mos» 
quitoes, wilh various kinds of lo- 
custs, beetles, innumerable flies, li- 
zards, and speckled toads, seemed 
to infest it with the plagues of 
Egypt. As we left Kopil,we quitted 
also the river, and proceeded through 
the marshes to Kalaus. In our way 
we caught fiome small ducks, and 
saw also wild geese. At Kalaus were 
t^fo young elks, yery tame; and we 
were told that many wild ones might 
be found in the steppes during the 
spring. 

In the course of this journey from 
Ekaterinedara, as we advanced, the 
frequent stands of lances announced 
at a distance the comfortable assu- 
rance of the Tchemomorski guard; 
without which the herds of cattle in 
the steppes, amountii>g to maoy thou- 
sands, would be continually plunder- 
ed by the Ci^aasians. These guards 
pass the night on the bare earth, 
protec^d from the mosquitoes by 
creeping into a kind of sack, suf- 
ficient only for the covering of a 
single person,in which they lie upon 
the thistles and other wild plants of 
tlie steppes. At Kalaus there was 
rather a strong body of the military. 
From this place to Kourky the dia* 



tance is tivirty-five versts Hess than 
twenty-four English milesj. Night 
came on; but we determined to pro- 
ceed. No contrivance on our part 
could prevent millions of mosquitoes 
from filling the kiside of our car- 
riage, which, in spite of gloves, 
clothes, and handkerchii^fe, render- 
ed our bodies one entire wound. The 
excessive irritation and painftil swel- 
ling caused by the bites of these fo- 
rious insects, together with a pes- 
tilential air, excited in me a very 
conuderable degree of fever. The 
Cossacks light numerous fires to» 
drive them from the cattle during 
the night; but so insatiate is their 
thirst of blood, that hundreds will 
attack a person attempting to shel- 
ter himself even in the midst of 
smoke. At the same time, the noise 
they make in flying cannot be con- 
ceived by persons who have only 
been accustomed to the humming 
of such insects in our country. It 
was, indeed, to all of us a fearful 
sound, accompanied by the clamour- 
of reptile myriads, toads and bull 
frogs, whose constant croaking, join- 
ed with the barking of dogs, and 
the lowing of herds, maintained in 
the midst of darkness an unceasing 
uproar. It was our intention to tra- 
vel in all hours, without halting fi>r 
any repose; but various accidents 
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CKUnpelled us to stop at Kourky 
about midnight, a military station 
like the rest; and no subsequent sen- 
sation of ease or comfort iias ever 
obliterated the impression made by 
the suffering of this night. It was 
near the middle of July. The car« 
riage had been dragged, for many 
xnilei^ together, through stagnant 
poo^i; in lord^g , one ot l^hich, it 
was filled witli water; and the dor- 
meuacy seat, floor, and well, became, 
in consequence, covered with stink- 
ing slime. We stopped, therefore, 
to open and inspect the trunks. Our 
books and linen were wet. The Cos- 
sack and Russian troops were sdeep^ 
ing on the bare earth, covered by 
sacks; and beneath one of these a 
soldier permitted my companion to 
lie. down. Thje ground seamed en- 
tirely alive with innumerable toads, 
crawling every where. Almost ex- 
hausted by fatigue, paiji, and heat^ 
I sought shelter in the carriasge, siu 
ting in wate^ and mud. It was the 
most sultry night I ever experienced;, 
not a breath of air was stirring; nor 
could I ventturc to open the win- 
dows* though almost suffocated, 
through fear of the mosquitoes. 
Swarms, nevertheless, found their 
way to my hiding place; and when 
I opened my mouth, it was filled 
with them. My head was bound in 
handkerchiefs, yet they found their 



way into my ears sMid nostrils. la 
the midst of this torment, I succeed- 
ed in lighting a large lamp over the 
sword case, which was instantly ex^ 
tinguished by such a prodigious 
number of these insects, that their 
dead bodies actually remained heap- 
ed in a large cone over the burner 
for several days after^rd& And i 
know not any mode of description 
which may better convey an idea of 
their afflicting visitation, than by 
simply relating this fact; to the truth 
of whichj those who travelled with 
me, and who are now living, bear in* 
disputable testimony. 

The mortality occasioned by mos- 
quitoes in the Russian army, botl| 
of men and horses, was very great. 
Many of those stationed along the 
Kuban, died in coi>sequence of inor*^ 
tificatioa produced by the. bites of 
these insects. Others who escapeiit 
the venom of the mosquitoes, f§il 
victims to the badness of the air« 
Sometimes they scoop a hollow in 
the ancient tombs, to serve as a 
dwelling; at other times, a mere 
shed, constructed of reeds, affords 
the only covering; and in either of 
these places, during the greatest 
heat of summer, they light large 
fires, ill order to fill the air with 
smoke; flying to their suffocating 
ovens in the most sultry weather, 
to escape from the mosquitoes. 



ANECDOTE OF CHARLES II. 



THE licentiousness and thought* 
lessness of our second Charles, has 
become proverbial; and his good na- 
ture, which qualifies these, but ill 
atones for his ingratitude to those 
who suffered forfeiture and perse- 
cution in his cause. When he re- 
mained in Scotland, suffering the 
rebuke and censure of austere pres- 
byterianism, before the battle of 
Worcester, his chief confidant and 
associate was the laird of Cockpen, 



called by the nicknaming nfanncr^; 
of those times, « Blythe Cockpen." 
He followed Charles to the Hague, 
and by his skill in playing Scotch 
tunes, and his sagacity and wit, 
much delighted his merry monarch. 
Charles's favourite tune was," jBro*^ 
and Butter." 'It was played to him 
when he went to bed, and he was 
awaked in the morning by it. At the 
restoration, however, Blythe Cock- 
pen tras forgotten, and he wandered 
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lonoiig tke koMSf which he ooce 
cmned in Scotland, poor and uxihe<« 
fnended. He wrote to court, but hia 
kuera were never preaented, or 
were not regarded. Wearied and 
incenaed, he travelled to London, 
and placed himself in all publick 
places, thinking that the eye of 
majesty might reach him. But he 
was never noticed, and his mean 
garb did not suit the rich, laced, and 
embrmdered doublets of court; so 
he was insulted, and pushed from 
the king's presence. At length, he 
i^tempted b^ conning what he could 
not accomplish by plain dealing. He 
ingratiated himself with the king's 
organist, . who was eo enraptured 
with Cockpeh's wit and powers of 
musick, that he consented to his 
request of playing on the organ be« 
fore the king, at< divine service. He 
accordingly played with exquisite 
skill, yet never attracted his majes- 
ty's eye. But at the close of the 



service, instead ^ fflaying; ttm 
conuiKm time used, he pkqred #p 
^ Broae and Btttter," wiOi aiU IfiS 
energy, and characteristtck merki* 
ment I In a moment, the aiitonkhcfd 
organist was ordered into the klng'tf 
presence. ^ My liege, il was noc 
me, it was not me !" he cried, and 
dropped upon his knees. «< You '* 
cried his majestf, in a defirium «f 
rapture, ^ you could never play tX 
in your life— Where's the man? 
Let me see him V* Coekpen pre« 
sented himself on his knee, m Ah^ 
Coekpen, is that you-— Lord, ittan^ 
I was tike to dance cormng o^ of 
the church !" ^ I once danced too,** 
said Coekpen, <« but that was whe« 
I had land of my own to dance on/^ 
^ Come with me," said Charles^ tal^ 
king him. by the hand^ ^ you 9hM 
dance to Brose and Butter on yocu^ 
own lands again, to the tenth gene^ 
ration !" And he was as good as his 
promise. 



MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM A TIGER. 



THE following miraculous 
escape from a tiger, is related by 9r 
gentleman in a letter to a friend, da- 
ted at Jaulnah, in the East Indies, 
May 19, 1810. 

" I arrived here this morning 
with colonel Conran's force. 

" There is good hunting and 
shooting about twelve miles from 
this place; but it is dangerous from 
the number of wild beasts, I had, 
yesterday a most miraculous escape, 
which is the talk and wonder of all 
the camp. 

« I usually go out on the flank, 
and yesterday was beating down a 
nullah parallel to our line, and about 
300 yards distant; I had killed one 
hare, and was anxiously looking out 
for another. 

" The place appeared by no means 
dangerous, because the bushes were 
low and insulated; but yet^ in one 



of these did my beatee discover 
one of the largest tigers I ever 
saw. 

" The circumstances were as fol- 
low:*— I was passing on at my usual 
slow pace, and taking care that eve-< 
ry bush was well beaten, I arrived 
at a low and narrow, but rather a 
long bush, and had passed to the 
farther end, when one beatee cried 
out Saheb^ Baheb-^-^-^-^Bau^hl Baughl 
I withdrew a few paces; put two 
bails into each barrel of my gun, 
over the shot; sent one man to call 
assistance from the line, and was 
endeavouring to get a sight of the 
animal, as the man who remained 
was pointing out his head, his legs, 
and his face, but my endeavours 
were vain. My bad eyes led me into 
the greatest peril; for finding that I 
could not see him, I unwisely con- 
cluded that hQ was further off than 
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any be»te^ dectare^i *nd with my 
gun cocked, I $Ldvanced crouching 
towso^ds the bush; fts I expected to 
i^ee him through the branches near 
the gr^M||i) which seldom ha,ve any 
foliagerbut could not get a gUmpse 
of him; when, lo ! as I bad just 
touched the outer sprays^ the mon- 
ster rose not a yard £rom nte, and 
rushed out with a roar that with«^ 
drew all my strength. 

<< It appeared as if the bush was 
coming up by the roots; he brushed 
me in passing, and sprang at my 
beai^ee, when, to my astonishment^ 
{ witnessed more courage and pre-* 
sence ot mind than I ever hope to 
%ee agiuin* Aa the tiger was spring- 
ing9 the man, undismayed, struck 
at him with his bamboo full in the 
fi(Q6, and the tyg^er turned ofF. I 
bad neither presence af mind nor 



strength to fire, and periiaps it in 
fortunate I did not. The tiger gaU 
loped off, turned about, and then 
galloped at some distance past us, 
and in sight of the whole line of 
baggage. Four men were killed bjr 
a tiger on the road, and 1 have no 
doubt but it was by this one. You 
will agree that I had a narrow 
escape; for it was wonderful that he 
did not spring on one of us, on first 
beating the bush; and more won- 
derful, that he did not paw me in 
passing, for he actually touched me. 
The only reason that can be given 
is, that he must have been gorged^ 
If I had possessed your eyes, I must 
have killed hin); when within twoy 
or even six yards, I could easily 
have lodged four balls in his head; 
and I had a brace of pistols to have 
finished him." 



LilWS OF THE EOAD. 



Ansando versus Brandon [King's ficnch^ December XO, 1810.] 



THE following action of trespass, 
in which Mr. Bernard Ansando was 
plaintiif, and a Mr. Brandon, defend- 
ant, we lay before our readers, in 
order that the publick may under- 
stand correctly the full extent of that 
custom, which is now emphatically 
termed the law of the road. As 
Mr. Ansando was travelling in his 
own chaise tq his country seat, near 
Mortlake, on the third of last Sep- 
tember, he was encountered with 
such violence by the defendant dri- 
ving in a gig, that the shaft of the 
gig entered the neck of Mr. An- 
sando's horse; wounded him so des- 
perately, that he died in little more 
than an hour. Mr. Ansando's coach- 
man and Mr. Brandon were both 
driving op what is called the wrongj 
side respectively, both having their 
left hands instead of their right to 
the centre of the road. It was pro- 
ved, on the trial) that Brandon must 



have seen the other, as it was not 
then dark, and the coachman swore 
that he could see one hundred and 
fifty yards before him, and that the 
road was wide enough to admit of 
five or six carriages. Under these 
circumstances, when the violation 
of the custom, or law of the road^ 
was attended with no inconvenience, 
and when Mr. Brandon's gig was 
almost opposite to the carriage, from 
some sudden impulse he thought 
proper to pass over to his own side 
with such rapidity, that the accident 
abovementipned was the immediate 
consequence. The coachman and 
another witness were cross-exami- 
ned; but as no contradiction took 
place, and as counsel for the de- 
fendant admitted that he had nothing 
but circumstantial to oppose to po- 
sitive evidence, the jury, under the 
direction of his lordship, gave their 
verdict for the plaintigi^ to the amount 
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•fmnetf two guinea*, for the horse 
and other losses with which the aic- 
-^sident was attended* 

An allifsion heing made to Chris- 
tian's explanation of the law of the 
load) as found in his notes on Black- 



stone, vol. i. cap. 74, lord EUeiM* 
rough was pleased to remark, that 
the custom must not be ehforert 
.tmnecessarily, or so as to^ ocoduce 
inconvenience. 
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AN ANECDOTE. 



- • THE following most extraordi- 
jnary event happened in Lincoln- 
shire, in the autumn of l«07, and 
may be relied on as an absolute 
-feet: 
. The violence of a fall deprived 
air "Henry F. of his faculties, and he 
lay entranced several hours; at 
length his recollection returned. He 
feintly exclaimed, « where am I ?** 
and looking up, found himself in the 
arms of a venerable old man^ to 
whose kind offices sir H. was pro- 
bably indebted for his life. « You 
revive," said the venerable old 
man: " fear not; yonder house is 
miner'jrwill support you to it: there 
yoi} shall be comforted." Sir H. ex- 
pressed his gratitude; they walked 
gently to the house. The friendly 
assistance of the venerable old man 
and his servants, restored sir H. to 
his reason. His bewildered faculties 
Were reorganized. At length he 
strfTered no inconvenience, except 
that occasioned by the bruise he re- 
ceived in the fall. Dinner was an- 
nounced, and the good, old man 
entreated sir H. to join the party. 
fie accepted the invitation, and was 
shown into a large hall, where he 
found sixteen covers; the party con- 
sisted of as many persons — ^no la- 
dies were present. The old man took 
the head of the table; an excellent 
dinner was served, and rational con- 
versation gave a zest to the repast. 
The gentleman on the left hand 
of sir H. asked him to drink a glass 



of wine, when the old man, in a dig- 
nified and authoritative tone, atthe 
same time extending his hand, ssd^f 
«'No !" Sir H. was astonished at the 
i^ngularity of the checkj yet unwil- 
ling to offend, remained silernt. The 
instant dinner was over, the old liiah 
left the rooth, when one of the eom- 
pany addressed him in thefollowiof^ 
words: «<By what misfortune, nr, 
have you been trepanned by that un- 
foeting-man who has quitted the 
room ? O sir ! you will have ampl» 
cause to curse the fatal hour that 
put you in his power, for you have 
no prospect in this world but mise- 
ry and oppression; perpetually sub- 
ject to the capricious humour of the 
old man, you will remain in this 
mansion the rest of your days; your 
life, as mine is, will become burden- 
some; and, driven to despair, your 
days will glide on, with regret and 
melancholy, in one cold aitd mise- 
rable meanness. This, alas! has 
been my lot for fifteen years; add 
not mine only, but the lot of eve?y 
one you see here, since their arrival 
at this cursed abode !" The pathe- 
tick nuumer that accompanied this 
cheerless narrative, and the singular 
behaviour of the old man at dinner^ 
awoke in sir H's breast sentiments 
of horrour, and he was lost in stu- 
por some minutes; when recover- 
mg, he said: " By what authority 
can any man detain me against my 
will ? I will not submit; I will op- 
pose him by force, if necessary." 
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"^ Ab, %it V* exttlkimed a second gen- 
tleman, ^ your argument is juM>but 
^^oiir threats ate v^in^ The old tnaB) 
air, isi . a magician) we know it by 
fatal JHperience; do not be rash, sir, 
your attempt would prore futile^ and 
your punishment would be dread^ 
ful." « I will endeavour to escape/* 
aaid«ir H. ^< Your hopes are gtonnd^ 
less," rejoined a third gentleman; 
« for it was but Six months ago, 
that, in an attempt to escape, I broke 
my leg." Another said he had bro- 
ken his arm, and that many had been 
killed by falls, in their endeavours 
to escape; others had suddenly dis- 
appeared) and never had been heiard 
'^f. Sir. U. was about to reply, when 
A servant entered the room, and said 
his master wished to see him. «< Do 
<K>t go," said one; *< take my ad^ 
vice," luud another, << for God's sake 
do not go." The servant told sir H. 
he bad nothing to fear, and begged 



he would fellow him to his mastM'. 
He did so^ and found the old mail 
Seated at ft table covered with a 
desert and wine. He atose when sit 
H. entered the room, and asked par* 
don for the apparent rudeness he 
Vras under the necessity of commit* 
ting at dinner; « for,*' s^ld he, « I 
ftm Dr. Willis; you mttst have heard 
of me^ I confine my practice entire- 
ly to cases of insanity; and, as I 
board and lodge insane patients^ 
mine is vulgarly called a madhouse. 
The persons yon dined with are 
madmen. I was unwilling to tell you 
of this before dinner, fearing it 
would make you uneasy; for, al- 
though I know them to be perfectly 
harmless, yoti very naturially might 
haVe apprehensions." The surprise^ 
of sir H. on hearing this, was greai; 
but, his fears subsiding, the doctor 
imd he passed the evening rationally 
and agreeably^ 



T(K ihe ^ditof qf the 

I OFTEN puzzle persons, who in 
general reason closely, by asking 
them, why a boat ainka when a hole is 
made in the bottom ? 

Many of our readers, from, habi- 
tually considering this cause and ef- 
fect as inseparable, will be disposed 
to smile at the question. I will, how- 
ever,^ prove' its claim to considera- 
tion, by reminding them, that the 
^at, which sinks when there is a 
hole in the bottom^ is specifically 
lighter than water; that is, we have 
in this fact, the philosophical para- 
dox, of a body smkin^ lu. a fluid of 
greater spjecifick gravity I 

The cause is worthy of conside- 
ration, because, as boats and marine 
vessels in general, are of great im- 
portance to man, deductions and in- 
ferences may arise from its explica- 
tion, of considerable practical utility. 
The ship builder and the navigator 
may avail themselves of it in a way 

Vol. v.' 2 M 
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which I cannot hastily anticipate^, 
and the principle may, in various 
respects, prove of consequence to 
mankind. 

In brief then: A boat^ or ahifi^ the 
materiala of which are afieciJicallU' 
lighter than water^ ainka when a hole 
ia made in it below the watery by the 
fireaaure of the parta qf the veaael 
which are out of or above the water^ 
ufion the fiarta which are immeraed. 

This principle being understood, 
numerous practical inferences flash 
on the mind; and I shall briefly state 
those which at this moment occur 
to me. 

1. When a ship springs a danger- 
ous leak, the true way to prevent 
her sinking, is to diminish her 
height, and voluntarily sink ^il that 
is possible ot her bulk in tlie water. 
Whatever belongs to her which ia 
specifically lighter , than water, 
should be oast overboard) without 
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bckig detached from the ship's body. 
The masts should be cut away and 
&stened alongside, on or under the* 
water* Every thing sliotild be re- 
moved which is above the level o£ 
the deckj and, if specifically lighter 
than water, should be fastened to the 
sides, in, or under the water. The 
▼ery crew should immerse their bo* 
idles to their chins, and nothing 
should be allowed to remake above 
the surface, that can be conveniently 
immersed. Of cojirae, as much iron 
work, md other bodies speci&cally 
heavier than water, as possible) 
should^b'e detached and thrown over* 
Iward. By due attention to this prin* 
ciple, I should presume, n priori^ 
that no ship could founder simply 
from a leak, ©r from filling with 
water. 

2, With respect to a boat, the 
principle" is the sarae^ If a boat 
springs a leak, or from any other 
cause fills with water, the passen- 
gers should instantly lie down, and 
keep nothing but their faces above 
the water* Every thing heavier than 
water should be thrown overboard, 
and nptliing be allowed to stand 
above the level of the water, or oa 
the top of the boat. 

3. By attending to the same prin* 
jBiple, persons may often avoitl being 
disowned. The total of the human 
body, in vital action, is specifically 
ITghter than water; a living human 
body, therefore^ will swim in watery 
provided it is not sunk by parts of it 
being protruded above the water, 
which unimmersed parts force down 
tlie parts ui\der the water, till the 
internal cavities fill. If a person who 
&Us into water, holds his breathy 
^1, by the laws of specifick gravity, 
he rises again to the surface, and 
then protrndes no part of his body 
libove the siirface besides hb face^ 
he caAnot sink agaiti.- But the weight 
of hi» amis alone, if protruded out 
®f the water, or even the entire of 
bis head, without appropriate action, 
wiU be sufficient t» sink him. Mea 
are disowned, and all animaU swiia> 



when thrown into water; fiimply bi^ 
cause men are able to nuse their 
fore limbs above their heads, and 
animals are not able to do ^. The 
aoimal sinks, to the level asMpkined 
by his own specifick gi'avRy, and 
that of the fi[uid, which leaves, per* 
haps, nothing but his nose above the 
watery ami then, to regain the shore^ 
he exerts the same action with his 
Umbs as he doe« in walking. If mea 
were to retnain pasdve, keep down 
their hands, trust to the laws of 
^ecifick gravity, and puttheraselve» 
in the attitude of walking, the same 
results, and the sa^ie securitjr^ 
would, in general, be the conse* 
quence. Savages swim from their in^ 
fiancy. on the same priaciplei and 
civilised, niaii may, in this respect, 
condescend to take a lesson froni 
•savage and animal life;, or, in other 
words> from pure nature. 

For the present, I am content with 
having, through your magazine, sub* 
mitted these ideas to the world, and 
I leave it to the leisure opportunity,^ 
patriotism^ or benevolence, of others^ 
to apply them to all their beneficial 
purposes. 

COMMON SENSE. 

N. B. It concerns me to observe, 
by the records of mortality in your 
magazine, that numerous females 
were burnt to death during the last 
winter, notwithstanding I pointed 
out an infallible means of avoiding 
such accidents in a former paper. 
As those means cannot too often be 
published, I shall remind your read- 
ers that they consist simply in the 
jpAPty lying down, as soon as the 
.lothes are discovered to be on fire^ 
A lady'a mtislin dress, which might 
take fire at the skirt, i^puM bun^ 
fron^top to bottom, and produce a. 
fatal density of fiame in half a mi* 
laute, while she is standing upright; 
but if she were instantly to lie down, 
even though she took n© pakis lei- 
surely to extinguish the fiam^s, tea 
minutes would elapse before her 
dress caold be consumed, and the 
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Sam would be such as nfiight, at 
any instant, be extinguished by the 
thumb and fingers. Is it not then 



most afflicting, that fatal atcldems 
should arise &om a cause so easiljr 
averted ? 



NEW ZEALAND. 



SEVKRAL natives of the Sou* 
Sea islands have lately visited En- 
gland, having been brought by dif- 
ferent merchant vessels, in vf^hich 
tliey engaged themselves aa com- 
mon sailoi^s. Among tliese is Dua- 
terra, nephew to Tippihee, a chief 
of NeiHT Zealaiul, and son-in-law of 
another chief named Wanakee. He 
as a very intelligent young man, 
only twenty two years of age, pos- 
sessing a most amiable temper, con- 
siderable natural abilities, and an 
ardent tliirst of knowledge. His only 
object, as he said, for leaving hie 
native country was to see king 
George. For this purpose he entered 
on board the Santa Anna^ belonging 
tojf'ort Jackson, which touched at 
New Zealand, on her way to some 
of the South Sea islands, on a seal- 
ing voyage, in the course of which 
iie was exposed to many dangers, 
hardships, ^and toils. As a reward 
for these, Duaterra expected, on his 
arrival in the Thames, to see the 
king, but was unfortunately disap- 
pointed. The captain kept him, 
nearly the whole time he was in 
England, on board the ship, at work, 
fill sfee was discharged; and on the 
,5th of August last, sent him on board 
the Ann, which sailed almost im» 
mediately for Portsmouth. Duaterm 
was much concerned at being com- 
pelled to return, without accom- 
plishing the object of his voyage, 
for which, he observed, his coun* 
trymen would find great fault with 
him. It is certainly a cu'cumstance 
much to be regi-ettcd, that thia 
young man, who, by birth and mar- 
riage, is related to eleven out of the 
thirteen chiefs of New Zealand, 
should have lost the only reward 
Driiich he expected for two years 



hard toil as a common ssdlor, with- 
out wages, or other remuneration 
than clothing and provision* Doa* 
terra, during his residence in this 
country, related certain particulars 
respecting the tradition and mail- 
ners of those remote islanders, which 
open a field £br curious speculation* 
In regard to the creation of tnaft, 
he reports, that the New Zealand* 
era have been taught, from tiitie 
immemorial, by their piiests and 
fathers, to believe that three gods 
made the irst man. The general 
terin for bone is eire; and they uni* 
versally believe that the first woman 
was made of an eve^ or bone, taken 
from the side of/ the first man. The 
fable of the Man in the Moon is 
likewise an ancient tradition among 
these people. There was, say they, 
a long time ago, in New Zealand, 
a man named Rona, who was going 
for some water one very dark nighty 
for neither moon nor stars were 
then to be seen. He accidentally 
hurt his foot. While in this situa* 
tion, and so lame as to be unable to 
return home, the moon came sud« 
denly upon him. Rona laid hold of a 
tree to save himself, but in vaiiu 
for the moon carried both him ana 
the tree away, and they are still t» 
he seen then; to thia day. Th^ \i^ 
lief of the following tradidon, bf 
which the faculty of speech at somO 
former period is assigned to thA 
serpent, may perhaps prove favour* 
able to the introduction among them 
of the Mosaick account of the fall 
of man. The sharks wanted to leave 
the sea, and to live on shore; the 
serpent would not allow thiem, and 
said, that if they attempted to come 
on shore, they would be eaten by 
menr the sharks answered, they 
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should be as safe there as the ser- 
pent. The latter replied, that he had 
a hole m the ground where he con- 
cealed himself from men; that they 
would not eat him, for if he only 
showed his head, they were afraid 
and ran ^way; whereas, the shark 
had no place on the land in which 
he could be safe. He, therefore, 
compelled him to return to the sea, 
telling him, at the same time, that , 
men would catch him there with 
their hooks, if he did not take care. 
The chiefs muster all their men, at 
particular seasons of the year, the 
^ great muster being made after the 
potatoe harvest* The ground from 
Vhich the potatoes have been lately 
dug, is cleared of the stems and 
weeds, and then levelled. Here they 
all assemble, men, women, and chiU 
:dren. The men are dr^wn up in 
iranks, five, six, or seven deep, ac- 
.f^rding to th^ direction of the chief. 



One of the principal officers, or 
Tangaieedaa^ muster them, not by 
calling over their names, but ^r 
passing in front of their ranks, and 
telling their numbers, ^#n he 
places a rangateeda at the head of 
every hundred, vaei). Th% women 
and children, like tljjgse- or the Is- 
raelites of old, are never mustered. 
After this census, their holidays be-^ 
gin, when they spend several days 
and nights in feasting, dancing, and 
performing their religious ceremo- 
nies. The chiefs never join in th^ 
amusements, but only look on^ and 
give directions. The common mode 
of salutation between two persons is, 
to bring their noses into contact with 
each other;, and Duaterra declared, 
that when he left New Zealand, so 
many came to see him previous (o 
embarkation, his nose was sore with 
rubbing agains»t the nose^ pf hi{k 
friends. 



LONGKVITY OF A LAND TORTOISE, 



. THERE is now living in the gar- 
jdena belonging to the bishop's pa- 
lace, at Peterborough, a land tor- 
toise, which is ascertained to have 
been there 200 years and upwards. 
The upper shell is about 13 or 14 
inches long, an4 about nine broad, 
the neck has all the appearance of 
^xtreme old age: the sight of pne of 
its eyes is gone, the other seems 
bright and lively. The inside of the 
inoutb> as well as the tongue, is a 
full {>ink colour; it has no teeth, but 
masticates with its gums^^ which are 
of a bony substance; the legs ai^d 
feet are covered, like the head, 
with scales, and are so strong, that 
it will walk, or rather crawl, with a 
considerable weight on its back, and 
^^pvf^^ly with ease. )u t|ie early 



part of summer, it in general feeds 
upon lettuces; and when the fruit 
becomes ripe, it crawls under the 
gooseberry bushes, and picks off 
what is on the lower branches, and 
the fruit it cannot reach is amply 
supplied by tl^e frequent company 
and the gardeners, from whose 
hands it receives, with great gen- 
tleness, -what i^ given it. Towards 
michaelmas, and somctinies earlier, 
it buries itself in the earth, where 
it remains till the following spring. 
In a few dajrs after it hath made its 
annvf^l 4escent, by finding the depth 
with a Sticki a tolerably accurate 
judgment can be formed of the mild- 
ness or severity of the enduing win- 
ter. This extraordinary animal 2$ 
Sfbout twenty poi^ndB ix|^ weighs 
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To the Editor of the 

IN making a tour in June, 1809, 
1 passed through the wretched town 
o{ Woodstock, and of course went 
with taf family t6 view the contrast 
afforded bf ftc adjoining palace of 
Blenheim. 

After paying the fines which are 
imposed at two or three passes on 
travellers for attempting to gratify 
their curiosity in viewing this na- 
tional edifice, we reached the flight 
'of steps leading into the great hall; 
but were told by oyr conductor, that 
Louis XVIII. the exile king of 
France, was then viewing pienheim; 
aiid, finding that w^ mig-ht join his 
■party by missing two or three rpoms 
which he had seen, we gladly em- 
braced the offer, and joined the party 
of his most christian majesty. 

En|;ering suddenly by a i^ide door, 
in a party of six or eight, his majes^- 
ty appeared to take alarm, and re- 
treated for a moment through an 
open door into another room;' but 
observing that we bore the open vi- 
sages of Englishmen, he instantly 
returned, and surveyed us witn 
much complacency. He was accom-? 
panied by the duke de Gramnldnt, 
and two or three other French noe 
blemen, whose names I knew not; 
but many powerful associations gave 
the groupe a strong interest with 
ine. 

I could not butmarvel at thus meeu 
ing with a king of France, a grand 
grand-son of Louis XIV. in the ve*? 
ry palace which had been erected 
by the parliament of England, as ^ 
trophy to the general who had so 
often, in the §elq, hpmbled the pride 
of that ambitious Bourbon, The in- 
cident too was rendered more curl- 
bus from the circumi^tance, that all 
the walls of Blenheim are fjovered 
witb graphick representations of the 
triumphs of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and to. view these exaggera- 
te^ repr^scntaUons was a volvuitar^ 



Monthly Magazine, 

penance which the exiled monarch 
Ixad imposed on himself. 

The ciceroni performing this de-' 
licate task, was, however, the ordina- 
ry show-man, dressed out in the 
tawdry livery of his office, flippantly 
sporting his Maunsheers^ his tosaicq* 
ted Bacchuscs, his LewisesyZXid. other 
John-BuUisms; and vaunting about 
the thousands of the Mounsheer^ 
that were killed, taken prisoners, Sec. 
&c. in every battle! In vain did.I 
take him aside, and apprize him that 
the decencies of hospitality,' arid the 
quality and intelligence of his visit- 
ers, rendered fewer explanations ne* 
cessary. « I likes it," said he, " I 
likes to tell him the truth;** winking 
his eye at the same instant, and 
smiling widi excessive gratification.. 

When he came to the battle of 
Malpla^'we^,^ he entered into a flou* 
rishing rhodomontade about the vast 
superiority of the French, their total 
rout, &c. &c, when Louis, a little 
piqued, exclaimed: " Yes, it was a 
very bloody battle l** « Ah," said tl^e 
fellow, '< twenty thousand of the 
Mounsheera were killed on the 
spotl" 

His majesty appeared to have a 
very correct taste m matters of art, 
dwelt with pleasure on the fine Car- 
lo Dolcis, the Rubenses, &c. &C. 
and, evidently as a compliment t© 
my party, praised some faded 
groupes of sir Joshua Reynolds, re- ^ 
presenting some matter-of-fact fi- 
gures in the uncouth costume of tho 
year 1770. Efis conduct and observa- 
tions, made in pretty good English, 
evinced an active intelligence ow 
historical and other subjects. He 
spoke with evident reserve; but I 
hope he was satisfied that some of 
the English of the party felt a sti-ong 
desire to show him every possible 
respect, and were much affected by 
the vulgar spirit of the ciceroni. 

At the tomb, in the chapel, thi« , 
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fellow was more than commonlf 
boisterous in his descriptions of the 
allegories of victory, of prostrate 
nations, &c. 8cc. exhibited by the 
sculptor. But I lost all patience, 
when, on departing, I saw him hold 
•ut hts hand to the royal party, and 
receive a fee of a guinea ! On this 
subject I remonstrated with him 
again, but was told, ^ he did not get 
a royal customer evefry day, and in- 
stead of not paying at all, he thought 
they ought to pay better than other 
people.** 

The profile of Louis XVIII. is 
exactly that of the unhappy Louis 
XVI. ajwl I do not doubt but his 
whole contour is very like that of 
his brother He is very fat; and wad^ 
dies or rolls ungracefully in his 
walk. He has a piercing black eye, 
and takes a great deal of snuff, his 
face and clothes being discoloured 
by it. Habitual good temper appears 
to be the prevailing quality of his 
inuid, and_he bears no outward sign 
of Mixiety to recover the fortunes of 
his hmily. if he is not too easy, and 
too likely to be misled by favourites, 
I should think him the very man un- 
Aer whom a people might live hap- 
py under tlieir laws, without distur- 
bance from his ill humour or ambi- 
tion. 

In short, Louis XVIII. carries in 
his appearance so much of the well- 
fed citizen, pr easy country gentle- 
map) tbat one of my sons, a little 
boy ,of sjeven years of age, who had 
jbeen used to see pictures of kings 
with crowns on their heads, and ge- 
nerally dressed in armpur, could 
with difj^culty be persuaded that that 
gentleman was a king; and he some- 
times amuses us by stalking or wad.T 
/dling across the room^ ^i)i4 esfpiaiii^y 
ing: « I am a kinjg }'* 



We afterwards met with his ma*- 
jesty at Oxford, where he recogni- 
sed us, and we left that city at the 
same instant* his majesty for Gos- 
field, and I, with my family,'for Lon- 
don. 

On our route, I amused myself 
in projecting a plan for his restora- 
tion, which, for the sake of the peace 
of Europe, I conceived, and still con- 
ceive, may be effected, by his pub- 
lickly announcing to the French 
people 

1. A general amnesty. 

2. Property to remain as it is, or 
as a life interest in the occupiej^ 
and in disputable cases, to be refer- 
able to arbitration. 

3. Military, and other promotions 
and preferments, to be respected so 
£a.r as regards rank and pay. 

4. A solemn pledge to be made te 
establish a constitution, in spirit like 
that of England, and to govern ac- 
cording to laws made by a free le- 
gislature. 

5. The limits of France to be the 
great rivers and chsdns of mountains. 

6. Equitable indemnities to &mi- 
lies who have lost their estates or 
preferments. 

7. Toleration in matters of reli- 
gion. 

8. General risings to take place 
on fixed days. 

Perhaps, however, such an extinc- 
tion of prejudices is expecting too 
much of human nature; and Louis 
and his courtiers may probably 
prefer exile, the spirit of revenge^ 
and the hopes of arbitrary power, to 
a kingdom, with forgiveness of inju- 
ries, and concessions of civil liberty 
tp the people. 

COMMON SENSE. 
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•' E»9ai Historique sttr Henri Saint John, &c.*'— A Historical Egsay relative to Henry 
St. John^ Viscouat Bolingbroke. Imported by J. De BofTe, French bookseller, Nas* 
sau street, Soho. 



IN a former article we gave 
an account of the lettres, histo- 
riques, politiques, philosophlques, 
&c. of this celebrated man. We seize 
the present opportunity to complete 
our labours, by means of a life of one 
of the most extraordinary men that 
England has ever produced. 

The family of St. John, or more 
properly speaking, St. Jean, was of 
great antiquity in the dutchy of Nor- 
mandy. One of its members occupi- 
ed an employment of trust and con- 
sequence in the army of the con- 
queror, and distinguished himself 
greatly during the battle of Hastings, 
which was fought on the 14th of 
October, 1066, and in consequence 
of the events of that day, William 
I. was placed oa the throne of En- 
gland. Lands were bestowed by the 
victor on all his followers; and St. 
John received &uch a poition, as is 
supposed, to have enabled him to 
make good his pretensions to the 
heiress of the family of Portt, which 
was one of the most affluent, we are 
told, then existing in Kngland.— 
Their descendants formed still more 
illustrious alliances; for the mother 
of one of them, was also that of Hen- 
ry VII. who claimed the crown in 
virtue of his mother, Margueritte de 
Beaufort, daughter of John de So- 
merset, of the house of Lancaster. 
This princess was daughter, by a 
second marriage, of another Mairga- 
ret, who, in consequence of the for- 
mer one, had two sons, who formed 
two separate branches, the St. Johns 
•f Bletsoe, and Tregoze. 

Walter St. John, the grandfather 
•f the viscount, and descended from 
the latter of these, sat as kniglu of 



the shire for the county of Wilts, 
during the reigns of Charles II. 
James II. and William IH. He died 
at Battersea, near London, July 3, 
1708, at the age of eighty sevc^n, 
and was a man of considerable ta<« 
lents. His son Henry, who also pos- 
sessed the reputation of abilities, 
espoused lady Mary, daughter of 
Robert Rich, earl of Warwick. 
They had several children, the eldest 
of whom, and the subject of the pre« . 
sent memoir, was born* 1672, and 
called Henry, after his father. Young 
St. John was at first educated under 
the eyes of his pai*enta, who after- 
wards sent him to Eton and Oxford* 
in succession. He dtsdnguished him- 
self while there, we are told, by- 
great sagacity in point ofimder- 
standin^, as well as by the astonish- 
ing facility with which he learned 
every thing. His memory was jwo-' 
digious. 

On his entrance into tbe world, 
he rendered himself remarkable by 
hw handsome person; a certain no- 
ble aikl graceful aspect; an extraor- 
dinary fund of knowledge, together 
with an agreeable mixture of wit 
and learning. He also displayed an 
intimate acquaintance with the best 
Greek and Roman authors, and 
could quote them in such a manner 
as not to savour of pedantry. Yet 
notwithstanding all these advanta- 
ges, his family was greatly alarmed 
by hi» ardent temperament and love 
of the fair sex. 

But his attachment to his plea- 
sures never stifled in him the love 
of literature, and a certain passion 
for publick affairs. In the midst of 



• *« On ignore m^me en Angletene, le date precise de la naissance du liw'd B(»- 
ts^breke/* 
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his follies, he was ever ready to ex<- 
claim with Horace: 

Solve aenes centcin, matfire, saiius eqiluin 

PC 

Peccet ad extremuin ridendus, ct Uia du- 
cat. • £p. I V. 8 and 9. 

in the years l69ft and 1699, Mr. 
St. John travelled on the continent, 
with the view of completing his 
education; and in the course of his 
journey visited both France and Ita- 
ly. During his youth, he formed an 
acqu£untance wijth all the wits of his 
time, particularly Dryden; and we 
are assured that he not only esteem- 
ed this great poet, but when Wil- 
liam III. deprived him of his pen- 
sion, he. assisted him with his purse 
and credit, and never ceased to give 
him the most convincing proofs of 
his attachment. Pope, Swift, and 
other celebrated men of letters, 
were afterwards numbered among 
his friends. 

In the beginning of the year 1700, 
the relations of Mr. St. John pre** 
vailed on him to marry Miss Fran- 
.ces Winchescomb, a rich heiress, 
and he was nearly at the safne time 
nominated representative for Wot- 
ton Basset, in Wiltshire, in which 
quality he sat during the fifth par- 
liament of William III. At this pe- 
riod of his life he condemned the 
treaty for the partition of the Spanish 
monarchy. 

On the accession of queen Anne, 
the subject of this memoir began to 
distinguish himself by his eloquence. 
Nature had conferred on him many 
of the properties ota great orator, 
and as the queen was sensible of his 
parts she courted his attachment. As 
a proof of the high degree of favour 
then enjoyed by him, he was one of 
the persons of quality selected soon 
after by her majesty, to accompany 
her to Bath. 

He now joined that party which 
was so well known by the appella- 
tion of the toriesy the principles of 
which, if not correspondent to his 
chciracter, were at least favourable 



to his views; and acconfin^^iy, a^ 
though both his Cacther and grandfiib' 
ther had been whigs, he acted in 
direct opposition to their system ot 
government. In 1704, he was nottt' 
nated a member of the administra* 
tion, and became intimately connect* 
ed with the duke of Marlboroiigh» 
the first general of his age, who waii 
then at the head of the British ar* 
mies. 

'< Descended f'rom a noble fisimilyv 
but without being illustrious, and at 
the same time destitute of fortune) 
the latter had now attained the nigh- 
est eminence which ah individual 
could aspire to. A friendship be-« 
tween him and St. John had been 
originally formed at the little court 
of Anne, while princess of Denmarki 
and it is not at all unlikely that the 
credit of Churchill and his wife, 
contributed greatly to make him a 
minister. It may be ssdd of Marlbo- 
rough that he had become a greaC 
wariiour from instinct alone; for ho 
had never either sttfdied his art, or 
read any of the celebrated treatises 
on it. Most assilredly he had never 
penised Xenophon, atid pei^aps ne* 
Ver looked into the narrative of any 
modem War,' but, during his youth, 
he had Served under Turenne, and 
was distinguished by his notice.** 

On the disgrace of this great 
man, Bolingbroke, il* he did not take 
part against his friend, at least sided 
with the court, and became secreta* 
ry of state for foreign affairs during 
the administration of the celebratc^a 
Harley, earl of Oxford. Oh this oc# 
caeion, he had not only the manage-* 
ment of continental business, arid of 
all the negotiations for peace, but 
also of the house of commons, of 
which his oratory, and still more, his 
influence, had rendered him the ora- 
cle. He also was enabled, by means 
of Mrs. Mastam, to keep up his in- 
tercourse, and increase his favour, 
with the queen; but a inutual jea- 
lousy already subsisted between him 
and the first lord of the treasury, 
which it was never in the power of 
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Dr. Swift, the common friend of 
both, to eradicate; although, per- 
haps, he might tend to moderate it, 
A pacification was at this period 
the grand object of the new admi- 
nistration, and for that purpose they 
immediately conToked a parliament 
more devoted to them, and less at- 
tached to the whigs, than the pre- 
ceding one. « St. John now publickly 
declared, that the glory of taking 
cities, and gaining battles, ought to 
be measured by the degree of utili- 
ty resulting from these splendid 
achievements, which at one and 
the same time might reflect ho- 

. Rour on the arms, and shame on 
the councils, of a nation; that the 
wisdom of a government consists 
in regulating its projects by its 
interests and its strength, and in 
proportioning the means of execu- 
tion to the object which it proposes, 
and the vigour it is to display. He 
declared that England had lost sight 
of those niles, and that motives of 
selfishness and ambition had seduced 

> the grand part of the alliance to 
depart from the principles which 
had been agreed upon. He added,, 
that all ideas of conquering Spain 
oup^ht to. be renounced and reiin- 
quished) as general Stanhope had 
just declared, that the people were 
so attached to Philip V. and pro- 
fessed such a degree of aversion to 
the archduke, that the country might 
be overrun <pntil the day. of judg. 
raent,' without being conquered. 
As Spain was the object of the war, 
and its subversion hopeless, it was, 
therefore, his opinion, that peace 
(night to be instantly thought of." 
V St. John perceiving that the new 
pjirliament was favourable to his 
views, sent over the abbe Gaultier 
to Paris in 1711, and by means of 
his agency, and that of Mr. Prior, 
he carried on a correspondence 
with M. de Torcy, and signified to 
the French minister, that England 
would treat independently of, and 
without the concurrence, of Hol- 
land. 
^o sooner did the Jt)utch learn 
Vol. 2 n 



that the English had commenced a 
negotiation for peace, than they, 
themselves wished to renew the con- 
ferences for a treaty; but their mi- 
nisters were repulsed, and obliged^ 
to solicit a participation in the di- 
plomatick engagements of England. 
Meanwhife the queen was so well 
pleased with the conduct of her nu-# 
nisters, that Harley was created an. 
earl, and nominated first lord .of the, 
treasury, in additipn to his former, 
office of chancellor of the exche- 
quer. Although St. John had been, 
overlooked on this occasion, yet he 
determined to press the business of 
peace, and accordingly sent Prior,, 
the poet, once more to the court of 
Versailles, with amemorial, in which 
he laid down the principles on 
which it could alone be obtained. 
That gentleman accordingly repair- 
ed to Fontainbleau at the latter end 
of July, ini, and, having ascertain- 
ed that Louis XIV. had received 
full power? from his grandson, 
Philip V. returned immediately ^ 
with Monsieur Mesnager, to whom 
the English secretary for foreign af^ 
fairs observed; " We desire pejlce, 
and France §tands in need of it; tp , 
obtain this, all intrigue and. finesse 
must ^ banished. England will not ^ 
either resume or renew the insup-. 
portable pretensions maintained by . 
th^ Dutch at the former confer- . 
ences, but she expects a reasonable. . 
compensation for herself op account 
of her expenses, and equitable ad- 
vantages for her allies; in fine, such 
terms as may be required for their . 
own security, and such, indeed, as 
the presei:^t situation of affairs enti-". 
title them to. 

A provisional negotiatipn was the 
consequence; and preliminaries of 
peace between England and Finance 
were signed soon after, on the part 
of St. John and the earl of Dart- 
mouth on one side, and the French 
envoy on the other. Next day !Mes- 
nager was introduced to the queen, 
who received him in a private man- . 
ner ^t Windsor. * 

On the 30th of J^ovember* the 

uigiiizea oy -vj v^/OVj Iv, 
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secretary for foreign ^airs notified anajesty.*' Jt is here also stidedy tljirt 
to the different ministers at the i**»f »«n;^ef.,>- ;^«;*;f»*:^« ,..„« «» 



court of London, that negotiations 
for peace were about to take place 
at Utrecht; and, notwithstanding the 
violent opposition that ensued on the 
part of the count de Gallasch, the 
Austrian minister, and .the Baunde 
Bothmar, envoy from the court of 
Hanover; nay, although the duke 
and dutchess of Marlborongh, with 
all the whigs, together with the 
states general, resolutely opposed 
the measure, yet Anne and her 
ministers, as is well known, suc- 
ceeded in the project for a peace. 

The services if St. John upon 
this occasion were not forgotten 
and accordingly her majesty, on the 
I4th of July, ^1712, was pleased to 
create him a peer cf England, by 
the style and title of baron of Ly- 
dia Fregoze in the county of Wilts, 
and viscount BoUnbroke. This re- 
ward was considered as his due, in 
consequence of the basis of a new 
political balance established by him 
in Europe, which Kubsisted during 
a period of about fcurscore years; 
and, notwithstan<Ung the frequent 
wars that inlet vened, was never 
wholly changed until the late revo- 
lution. 

Meanwhile, a consequence of a 
variety of intrigues, the earl of Ox- 
ford, who is here accused of keep- 
ing up a double correspondence 
with the pretender and the house of 
Hanover, at the same time, was 
about to be disgraced, and his ene- 
my, Bolingbroke, to be elevated to 
the highest dignities in the state, 
when Anne died. This princess, ac- 
cording to the editor, who obtained 
his information from the late Mrs. 
Mallet, was greatly beloved by Bo- 
lingbrqke, who exclaimed in her 
presence: " That the unfortunate 
queen was a model of all the vir- 
tues; that the unhappy house of Stu- 
art had never produced a better so-p 
vereign; and that no princess ever 
deserved so little to be cruelly be- 
trayed) m was the oa9e with her \^e 



her majesty*s constitution was ra/- 
dically sapped and ruined by the 
use of strong liquors. The editor ig 
at some pains to insinuate, that her 
majesty did not die a natural deatii( 
but for this Suspicion there never 
was any solid foundation whatsc^ 
ever. 

On the accession of George I. 
Bolingbroke addressed a letter of 
congratulation to his majesty; but 
instead of being treated the better 
for this mark of respect, his papem 
were sealed up, and he himself 
taught to expect the utmost severity 
of royal enmity. The subject of thia 
memoir, on perceiving the &torai» 
retired for awhile into the country; 
but on receiving secret intelligence 
from the duke of Marlborough, that 
it was not in his power to protect 
him from the rage of the whigs, 
who had determined to punish him 
as the author of the late pacifica- 
tion, he determined to %* His lord- 
ship accordingly embarked private- 
ly at Dover on the 7th of April, 
carrying with him property to the 
amount of about 500,000 francs, 
which was intended to support him 
during his exile. 

On his arrival at Paris, the vis- 
count waited on the English anbasn 
sadour [the earl of Stair] and as- 
sured him that he did not intend to 
enter into any connexion whatso- 
ever with the Jacobites; and he 
wrote several letters to the same 
purpose to general Stanhope, then 
secretary of state. Soon after this, 
his lordship retired to St. Clair, in 
Dauphiny; and, during his reskience 
there,^ was accused, together with 
the earl of Oxford, of high treaswi^ 
The latter was accordingly sent to 
the tower; while against the for- 
mer, a bill of attainder was carried. 
The tories in England, greatly 
displeased at the Qpnduct of the 
whigs, who, in their turn, consider- 
ed them all as auafiected^ now sent 
an agent to the continent, who bad 
an interview with the pretender at 
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^miiicrci, whence he repaired to 
St. Clair, with a letter signed James 
/III. containing an invitation to Bo« 
lin^broke to assist at his councils. 
This once more awakened the am- 
HHiorfi of the viscount, who set out 
fcr Commerci, although in a bad 
state of health, and thus threw axi 
4Jsr of duplicity over his character, 
from which, notwithstanding his 
splendid tijents, it could never after 
entirely recover. 

" He was convinced,** we - are 
^Id) << soon after his first interview. 



that the prince just alluded to, had 
neither plans nor views, and that this 
tories themselves did not seem to 
act witJi more I sagacity. He also 
perceived, tooj that although the 
pretender lived in dsdly expecta- 
tion Qf repairing either to England 
or Scotland, yet efficacious n^eans 
h«d nqt as yet. been taken for thit 
countenance and support of France, 
without the aid of which, in respect 
both to arms and money, all liis fu- 
ture enterprises must prove pro»> 
blematicai. 



TO BB CONCLUDED IS NEXT NO. 



POETRY. 



TH£ ASS: AN ODE 

ON THE AMELIORATION OF THE 

SPECIES. 

t% Dr. Trotter,^ 

FOOR ass ! it joys me much to see thee* 
glad. 
And with that saddle new upon thy 

bitek; 

l!9o longer dost thou look deraure and aad, 
l^or thou hast been of late a fav'rite 

back. 
, Tet humbly stUl thou tread'st the 
g^round. 
Thy modest front with riband bound. 

Shaking thy silver bit along: 
Smooth is thy hide as any down. 
Not cudgeled now by lusty clown, 
pr by a duaky tinker's thong. 

Poor brute ! so lately doomed to fag, 
To toil and sweat from day to day; 
Thy life neap Famine's hut to drag, 
On stones thy wearied trunk to lay. 
What lucky star has changed thy lot ? 
Are all those rugged times forgot ? 

From misery's rub ! 
Nor trudging down the dusty street. 
Nibbling each dirty weed you meet, 
In pools or dub. 

Oft have I met thee waddling on the road^ 
Bending- beneatih thy paiudera, stafbd 
and tied. 



Of rag^ and rusty iron, a mQnstrous load^ 

And eke a beggar's brat on either side, 

Forth from a greasy bag their long 

necks throwing, 
Just like two weU-fed geese to mar- 
ket going; 
Gabbling and gulping down from 

wooden dish. 
Sour curds and leeks, or mess of stink- 
ing fish. 
Yet meek wert thou beneath the load. 
Gentle as when you bore a God, 
While all around Hosannas loud did ring^ 
And bade the impious Jews behold their 

King, 
But|though despised of man, and mocked 

to scorn. 
Just like thy master, he of Bethlehem 
bom. 

Still bounteous Nature had a teind» 

Thy fortune was not all unkind. 
Some cause you had to be content. 

Thou ne'er hast heard the din of arms. 

Thy breast no trumpet's sound alai»8, 
A peaceful drudge thy days were spent. 
Go weigh the charger's fate with thine, 
Drest and caparisoned so fine; 
Now to martial musick dancing. 
Snorting, rearing, bounding, prancing. 
Now the field of glory treading, 
Lame and legless, fainting, bleeding. 

A3^i I< have secn> him bom"- beyond tKe 
main. v 
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Encb toil forgotten and each danger 

braved. 
On foreign aborea by fi«e»bom Britona 

aUin, 
Starved and deatroyed by ifaoae hia va- 
lour saved. 
Yes, where ypn towering' cape divldea 

the wave, 
^here bled the noblest host of loyal 

Gauls, 
And where yon tidea two humbler ialanda 

lave. 
Inglorious there» the Engliah charger 

falls.* 
Then curse with me this age of steel. 
Till W — — — 's heai-t shall own and 

feel; 
And should one sigh hla bosom pass. 
Go thank thy stars that thou wert doomed 

an ass. 

Once I beheld thee by the stable door. 
And down thy face the showers of hun- 
ger flew; 
While tbe stalled horse had oats and hay 
in store, 
A thistle's top was all thou hadst to 
chew. 
Harsh was the bite, the prickles sting- * 

ing. 
The blood at every g^ash was spring- 
ing; 
There Ihou like Laa'rus, he like Dives 

stood 
Cramming his pampered maw with 
dainty foo<l. 

But cease thou g^nlle ass to fret and whine. 
Nor envious be to view the well-fed 
steed; 
Though grooms attend him clad in liv'ries 
fine. 
And man records with pride his noble 
breed; 
Go turn to Talavera's plain, 
And see the mighty warriour slain, 
Covered with dust and blood on life's 

last brink, 
He calls a Spanish ass to bring him drink. 
So Dives laid in hell, 'midst torments 

dire, 
Cried: ** Water, Laz'rus, for I bum with 
fire !" 
Then tell thy kindj their case might st'dl 
be «^orse. 



Nor glory seek be^de tlie stouglktefeA 

horse. 

But while I hail thee on this glad promo- 
tion, 
Still let me just advise tbee aa a friend} 
Perhaps you donkies have not leam'd the 
notion. 
That happy hours and flowering seasons 
end. 
We mortals find while skies are smil- 

big» 
Some sullen cloud our hopes beguile 

Above our heads the thunders bnrsty 
That lay us level with the dust. 
What if they tax thy bit and saddle. 
Thou must again with begg^ars wad- 
dle; 
Be beat till every rib is sore. 
And beg thy scrip from door to door. • 
Alas ! thou oft mayest want a bit of graasy 
Nor pity find from any human aas. 

Yes, trust me, I delight to see thee gay. 
And lovely Laura seated on thy back ! 
She, like the forest's queen in flowery May, 
The envy thou of every other hack. 
-And while you pace to Laura's song. 
Or drag your little car along. 
May fear and shame o'erspread the 

face, V 

That dares t' insult thy honest racc:- 
Erskine himself shall nobly rise. 

Again a listening senate charm. 
Teach mankind how to sympathize, 
And half creation's wrath disarmzf 
Thou too sh alt ri se in being's scale. 
And pity for the ass o'er all the worid 
prevail. 



RETROSPECTION. 

[jProm Eiton*a Talet of Romance.'] 
IS there who, when long years have past 

away. 
Revisits, in his manhood's prime, the spot 
Where strayed his careless boyhood, not in 

trance 
Of recollection lost, feels silent joy ' 
Flow in upon his heart \ Whatever cares 
Enthral liis weary spirit, let him feel 
The gale upon his cheek, tliat whispering 

' waves 
The well-known tuft of trees, and dimples 

slow 



• A short time after the massacre of tlie army of French loyalists at cape Quiberon, 
h\ 1795, a body of cavalry amounting to 1200, were sent out, but with only three 
months' provender in the transports. Not being able to efl^ect a junction with the 
royal army, the gi*eater part died of hunger on board: and 300 were carried oil 
shore to the little islands Hedick and Houat, where they were killed off by musketry. 

t Alluding to. his bill in the peers, to pre v^U crueky to domestick animals. 
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fht r^cojiiectfd stfeam, tliqvgh^'s bui^ 

train 
Shall glance like pictured shadows o'er 

his mind; 
Each airy ciastle of enthusiast youth 
Shall dawn upon his fancy, like the towers 
That sparkle- in soine forest o£ rom^ncef ' 
Each shade of circumstance that marked 

the scene 
Of yoling existence, touched with fairy tint 
Sheds beauty not its own; that life of hope 
And generous expectation, when the man 
Was teeming in the boy, and the yoimg 

mind 
Pleased with its own exertion, and acted 

o'er 
Each future impulse, and put forth the 

germs 
Of native character. It cannot be — 
Unless his heart is deadened by thb touch 
Of* tbikt mere w^rldliness, which hugs it- 
self 
In a faetitious apathy of soul; 
Unless, in vain and vacant ignorance. 
He -wondering smiles at those high sympa- 
thies. 
Those pure, Unworldly feelings, which 

exalt 
Our nature o'er the sphere of actual things; 
Which lend the poet's gaze its ecstacy, 
And bid the trembling note of musick steal 
Tears down the listener's cheek; — ^it can- 

, not be 
But his whole heart must soften and re- 
lent 
Amid these peaceful scenes; but the deep 

griefs 
Which time has stamped upon Ms furrow- 
ed brow 
Must, for a moment, smooth their tliought- 

ful trace; 
And e'en the long remorse wUd passion 

leaves. 
Rest from the goading of its secret sting. 
Scene of my boyish years ! I not disown 
These natural feelings. Let me rest awhile 
Here on this grassy bank; benfcath diese 

elms 
Whose high boughs murmur with the 

leafy sound 
That soothed me when a child: when, 

tniant-like, 
Of the dull chime that summoned me afar 
Nought heeding, by the river-wave 1 lay, 
Of liberty enamoured, and the muse. 



Ab yon gniy titirets sretl in ^temMng 

shade ... 

On its transparent depth, the days k>ng 

past 
Fres« on awj^ened fancy; :when, ftveme'. 
From sport, i wandered on its loneliest 

banks. 
Where not a sound disturbed the quiet air 
But such as fitly blends with silentness^ ' 
The whispering sedge— the ripple of the 

stream* 
Or bird's faint note; and not a human trace, 
Save of some haoilel-flipire in woods }i9* 

merst. 
Spake to the sight of earth's inhabited. 
Then have I .rushed, pi^ne from the txufn- 

^ most bank, 
And given my limbs to stnlggle with the 

stream. 
And 'midst those waters felt a keener life. 
How soft the milky temperature of wave. 
Salubrious Thames ! associate with delight 
Thy stream to thrilling fancy flows, when 

faint / 

I languish in the, sun-blaze; and with theei - 
Ingenuous friendships, feats of liberty 
That recked not stern eonti'ol, and gravely. 

sweet 
The toils of lettered lore, and the kind. 

smile 
Of Him,* who e*en unbraiding, could be 

kind, •^ 
On ;80othed remembrance throng. I would 

not feign 
A fond repining which I did not feel; 
I would not have the intermediate years . 
Roll back to second infancy, nor live 
Again the lii'e that haunts my memory 

thus 
With sweet sensations; for the simple child 
Is all unconscious of his pleasant lot; 
His little world, like man's vast universe. 
Is daikened by its storms; and he, like 

man. 
Creates his own disquietudes and fears; 
And otit with murmurings vain of discon- 
tent. 
Or bursts of idle passion, personates 
His future part; the character of man. 
No— .*tis tlie cant of mock misantliropy 
That dwells on childish pleasures; which 

the child 
Witli light insensibility enjoys, 
Or rather scorns; while on his eager view 
The future prospect opens, still in sight. 



• Of Mr. Savage, whose name must ever be associated with the blandi doctor^ of 
Horace, let me be permitted to indulge the remembrance. His system of tuition was 
calculated to exemplify the theory of the admirable Locke. He made instruction pleasant; 
>and was therefore listened to and obeyed on a principle of love. Should these insignifi- 
cant pages ever meet his eye, he may not be displeased .to find that 

The muse attends him to the silent siiade. 
I truat I shall be forgiven the excusable egotism,of paying this tribute of gratitude and 
respect to an elegant scholar, and most amiable man. 
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Kew/we^ fan^ tbe jikdjgt in bis fiiE- 
bottomed wig. 
Assisted by most of tbe Graorura, 
Whilst counsellor Buz, ana young couA* 
sellor Prig, 
Tebemently argued before *eiiL 
The rusticks all gapfed, and took moutk- 
fttkof law. 
As they listened to Buz and bis brother; 
Not a whisper was heard, they were brun- 
f^ of awe; 
Now admiting of this, then of t'other. 
Beflecfs the illusive thit wbich fancy «. . «„, ^«,«^« «.^« « xl 

thrown warmer grew as the cause on- 



9M afdently detfired. The FDWier slV 

AUke to manhood and to infancy- 

JhiM deak the dole of pleasures and of 

pains» 
AAd manhood has its teyat its happy 

dreams; 
Its gay anticipations, e'eh as youth. 
Not with a sigh of mournful, vain regret^ 
I visit these g^een haupts; this placid 

stream. 
But, while the scene to memory^s retro* 

spect 



ward went. 



urj&r.ss^-ss's.'^ !&sns?r^^'tK^^. 



smile 

With colours indistinct, but beautifbl 

Aa the dim clouds by gleams of daybreak 
tinged 

Ere the red sunrise paints the mountun's 
brow; 

I. so vniramed, that no depressing glocmi 

Has pow^ to damp my shaping energies; 
' But still, as when a child, my glance isaur 
dart 

Bright o'er the illumined future, and cre- 
ate 

Itii own ideal world of hope and joy. 



THE CAUSE GAINED 

AND THB COVVSZLUOK 0UTWXTTBI>« 

[^« Old Stonf.2 

A counsellor wise, as most counselbrs 
are. 
Once went to a county assizes;— 
Well— the jeader ci'ies out-Hind his go- 
ing down there 
Shows nothing to me that surprises. 

Patience>-r>reader unffeaile, and soon you 
shall know 
As much as I do of the story; 



seemed spent. 
Took this method to Iceep him ^om 

wincing. 

Whene'er his loud voice seemed to thrinlc 

to a squeak. 
Five guineas he slipped 'tween his fin* 

gers; 
These gave him new powers and forced 

him to speak 
Loiid as Grub street^s stentorian singers. 

This was done many times, my story says 
ten. 
And I see no cause why I should dock its 
And as oil as he felt them, he at it. 
again. 
And slipt them quite sly in his pockett. 
Now Prig feeling no such stronff reasont 
as these. 
Slackened much in his learned ha- 
ranguing; 
Whilst Btiz gained the cause with compa- 
rative^^asec— 
Thus cash, sometimes saves men from 
hanging \ 

Now Btiz felt a longing to count over his 
gains; 
For Buz was a lawyer most thrifty; 



Learn, that gold.is the fount fiim which And thought, for the trouble he'd given^ 
lawyers' wits flow, -^'^ ^'•«"«-' 



He deserved at least forty or fifty. 

So behold, when the court was broke up, 
home he hied. 
To his neat first floor room of a lodg- 
ing; 
Like a ghost through the streets and the 
lanes did he glide. 
And escaped his acquaintance by dodg^ 
ing. 

Now observe him alone, seated snug by, 
the fire, 
From behind his l^st spectacles peep* 
ing; 



Gold only it is gives them glory. 

Our counsellor, whom we'll call Buz, if 
you please. 
Had a cause that was bad at the bot- 
tom; 

'Twas one that was not to be gained with 
much ease. 

But if greased in the Jist he oft got 'en^ ** 

For his wits were so sharp that *twaa 
ofbentimes said, 
Byfe w men he had e'er been outwitted; 
Rut what, in this case, gave his client But, lo° he soon found a misfortune most 
some dread, dire. 

Was, that against ^ne as keen h^ was And he scarce could refrain Irom loo^ 



pitted. 



wccpmg. 
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For IjbQiigh seldom outwitted by Umbs oi 
the law. 

Whom he treaded like so many niniest 
He now found, yet could hardly believe 
what he saw. 
Ml but two -were bate cwntctjeit jnw*« 
neaaJ 
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Mv, IB, 1810. 



J.M.L. 



*« Your cottons,*' ssud Flavia^ "are cheat* 

ing- vUe traih ! * 

See! the colours all gone, though yo|i 

•aid they would waah^** " 
*■ Yes, madam,** the shopkeeper answer- 

ed — ** no doubt, 
r said they, would wash: but I meant 

they'd vtuh out** GGRRO. 
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Articles of literary inteHig^nce, inserted by the booksellers in the Unxtsp Statbs^ 
Gazette, will be copied into this Magazine without further order. 



aSCENT AMEEICAN PUBLICATIONS. 
By Edward Parker^ Philadelphia^ 
Published— A Supplement to the first 
edition of a System of Chymistry. Con* 
taining a View of the recent discoveries 
ki the science. By J. Murray. 
JBy Farrand and J»tU:ht€aai Philadelphia^ 
Published— A Treatise upon the Law of 
Pennsylvania^ relative to the proceedings , 
hy Foreign Attackment; with the Acts of 
Assembly now in force in Pennsylvania, 
Oifthe subject of Foreign and Domestick 
Attachments. By Thomas Sergeant. 

Also— An Bssay on Maritime Loans, 
From the French of M. B. M. Emerigou; 
with Notes, and an Appendix, contain- 
ing Translations from the Digests and 
Code of Justinian, and from the Maritime 
Ordinance of Louis XJV. By John £• 
Hall, Esq. Price jg3. 
J5y Johnson and fVamer, Philadelphia, 
Published— Memoirs of the Philadel- 
phia Society for Promoting Agriculture. 
To which is added at the request of the 
Society, ^ Inquiries on Plaster of Paris.'^ 
Volume 2. 

Also— Knowledge for Infants; or, A 
F)nrm of Oral Instructions for the use of 
Parents and Teachers. By A. Lindley. 

Sermons to Children. By a Lady-»-a 
new edition improved by a number of 
neat cuts, designed and engraved in PM. 
ladelphia. 

JBy Jpn^iee P, Parhe amd Edward Parker, 
Philadelphia^ 
.Pi^>Ushed-^The Wanderer of Switaer* 
land. The West Indies, and other poems. 
By James Mon^mery. Two volumes in 
one, embellished witb an elegmit portrait 
of the author. 

By A, Finley, Philadelphia, 
..Piri>lM^4-rThe]^ifeofF€nelon^ Arch* 



bishop of Cambray. By Cbarles Butler, 
Eftq. of Lincoln*8 fnn, author of Horar 
Bitdicae, Horae Juridicx, &c. &c. &c. Price 
j5 1 extra boards. 
By Brannan aud Morford, Philadelphia, . 

Republished — ^The En^li^h Bards, and 
Scotch Reviewers, a Satire. By lord By- 
ron. Price jS 1 in boanls erown 8vo. 
By M. Carey, Phi l ad eiph i a , and Bobineon^ 
Baltimore, 

Published— Nos. I^ and II, of the Balti- 
more Repertory of Papers on Literary 
and other Topicks. By a Society of Gen- 
tlemen. To be continued Monthly. Price 
SS 5 per annum. 

By Ezra Sargent, JWw Torh, 

Republished— The QuarteHy Review, 
or London Critical Journal, No. VII. For' 
Au^8t,1810. 

Aiso— The Resources of the British 
Empire. Together with a view of the pro- 
bable result of the present contest be- 
tween Great Britain and France. By John 
Bristed. 

By mWam WeUe, Bwtm, 

Published— Chaplet of Ck>mus; or Feast 
of Sentiment, and Festival of Wit. ' 
By D. Malhry and Co. Boston, 

Published— In one '8vo. vol. 500 pages,* 
illustrated with 14 plates. Price jg 3 50. 
Praetical Kistructkms for Military Offi. 
cers. Comprehending a concise System of 
Mititary Geometry, Field Foi*tlfication, 
and Tacticks of Riflemen and Light In- 
fantry/Also, the Scheme Ibr Forming a 
Corps of a Partisan, and carrying on the 
P«tit Gimrre. By Robert Stevenson, Esq. 
Revised, corrected, and enlarged. To 
w&iiAto annexed, A New Military Dic- 
tnmary; containing the French words, 
and other technical terms, now used in 
tbe-Artf'ofWan witji other matter con- 
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neded ^th lAilitaiy operations. By £. 
Hoyt, Brigade Major and Inspector in the 
iQklilitia of Massachusetts. 

By Munroe and Francit, Boatorif 
Republished— Star in the East; a Ser- 
mon, preached in the parish Church of 
St. James, Bristol, on Sunday, Februaiy 
26, 1809, for the heneat of tlie " Society 
for Missions to Africa and the £aaU" W$ 
the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, L. L D* 
from India. To which is added, an Ap- 
pendix, containing the interesting repoi*t 
of the Rev. Dr. Kerr, to the Govemour of 
Madras, on the state of the Ancient 
Cliristians, in Cochin and Tmvancore, 
and an Account of the Discoveries made 
by the Rev. Dr. Buchanan of 200,000 
Christians, in a sequestci^ed region of 
Hindoostan. 

PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 

Edvfurd I^arker, and Joseph Delaplaine, 

Fluladeipluot 

Have engaged to publish — An Ameri- 
can edition of a new and very valuable 
work now printing in Edinburgl), entitled 
The Edinburgh Encyclopedia; conducted 
by David Brewster, L. L. D. Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, and the So- 
ciety of the Antiquaries of Scotland; with 
the assistance of gentlemen eminent in 
Science and Literature. It will be contain- 
ed in about 12 vols, quarto, and be deli- 
vered to subscribers in half volumes quar- 
terly. The publishers will have the assist- 
ance of some of the first literary and sci- 
entiiick characters. 

Jamet P. Parke, PhiladelpMa^ 

intends shortly to publisli— Some Ac 
count of the laat Journey of John Pember- 
ton, to the Highlands, and other parts of 
Scotland. With a Sketch of his Character. 
By Thomas Wilkinson. 
W. Smith, Baltimore, and Jl. Louden, CoT' 
lisle. Pa. 

a>rop08e puUisliing — ^Travels through 
Twkey in A»ia,'the. HeJy t«nd, Arabia, 
E^pt, and other parts of the world. 
By Charles Thompson, esq. Interspersed 
with the remarks of several other modem 
travellers, illustrated with notes, hiato- 
neal, geographical, and miscellaneous. 
£. /. GoaUt JSaltimore, 

Froposes to publish-- -Mnemonika; or, 
the Tablet of Memory. Price 1 50. 
J. Kingston, Baltimore, 

Proposes publishing^ — History of the 
Ancient Israelites, with an account of their 
Manners, Customs, Laws, Polity, Religion, 
Seets, Arta, and Trades, Division of Time, 
Wars, Captives, &c. Written originally in 
French by the Abbe Fleury, much enlar- 
ged from the Apparatus BiWicus of Pere 
Ijimy, and corrected and' improved - 
tliroughout, by Adam Clarke, L. L. D. 



This work will be adorned with a striking 
likeness of Dr. Clarke, engraved by Edwin 
of Philadelphia, carefully tak^en from an 
ehgraving by the famous Ridley, of Lon- 
don. Price gl 25, bound and lettered, ia 

1 vol. 12mo. 

'Mr. Bayard, Princeton, ^ero Jersey, 
Is preparing for publication — A Cate- 
4^ismf4»c Yotttii. |pl9^|dfKl as a short but 
comprehensive summai^ of the Doctrines 
and Duties of Christianity. 

RECENT BRITISH PUBtlCATIONS. 

Rees's Cyclopadia, vol XVI. part I. 

A Treatise on the Statute of Limita- 
tions. By William Ballantine, esq. of the 
Inner Temple. 

Surgical Observations, part III. On In- 
juries of the Head, and miscellaneous sub- 
jects. By John Abernethy, F. R. S, 8vo. 7«. 

Posthumous Fragments of Maria Ni- 
diolson; being Poems found among the 
papers of that noted female. 2s. 6d, 

Travels through Denmark and Sweden., 
By Loui^ de BoSsgelin, knight of Malta;. 

2 vols. 4to. SL 3*. coloured plates 4/. 4s. 
Mr. Robert Kerr Js engaged pn a Gene* 

ral History and Collection of Voyages and 
Travels, arranged in systematick order, 
and illustrated by maps and charts. It is 
expected to form eighteen octavo volumes^ 
and to be published in thirty six parts, the 
first of which will appear on the first cff 
January. 

The Chronicles of Enguerrand deMon- 
strelet. Translated by Thomas Johnes, 
esq. 12 vols. 8vo. with a quarto volume of 
plates. 71 4s. boards. 

An Inquiry into the Causes producing 
the extraordinary addition to the number 
of Insane. By William Saunders Haslara, 
M. D. 5s. 

Discourses on the Management of In- 
fants, and tlie Treatment of Uieir Disease. 
Written in a plain, familiar st3de, to ren- 
der there intelligible and useful to all 
mothers. By John Herdman, M. D. 8va 
12s. 
PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr. Trotter, of Montalta, near Wick- 
low, has in the press, a work of the high- 
est publick interest, being an -account of 
the Travels of the late Mr. Fox, Lord St 
John and himself, in Flanders and France, 
during the late short peace. It will con- 
tain, besides other curious original matter, 
a variety of letters of Mr. Fox on classical 
and other subjects, and circumstantial par 
ticuiars of the last four years of his life. 

Mr. Cary is engraving on ten folio plates, 
a Portraiture of the Heavens as they ap- 
pear to the naked eye; constructed for the 
'use of students in astronomy. ]6y the Rev, 
Francis WoUaston, F. R. S. 
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SELECT RETIEWS. 



FOR MAY, 1811. 



FROM THE qUARTSatY REVIEW. 

A Descriptloii of the Feroe Islands, contsdning an Account of their Situation, Climate, 
and Productions; together with the Manners and Customs of the Inhabitants, their 
Trade, &c. By the Rev. G. Landt. Illuetrated with a Map and other Engravings. 
Translated from tlie Danish. 8vo. pp. 426. London. 18101 



TWO and twenty rocky i&landst 
lying between the latitudes of 61<» 
15' and 62» ST, ejitend ^7 miles in 
length, from north to south, and 45 
in breadth, from east to west. Ab 
ovium multititdiney says Arngrim 
Jonas, F^reyjar^ aeu rectius JFcuLvey* 
jar dicta sunt. But though faar m . 
Danish signifies a sheep, and oe an 
island, Landt distrusts this deriva- 
tion of the word Feroe, because he 
is not certain that ^aar was used in 
the same sense by the Norwegians; 
and he traces it to Jier^ feathers, 
from the abundance procured from 
the sea fowl there, or to Jiar or 
Jtartiy far distant. The^ islands con- 
sist of a group of steep rocks or 
hills, lying so close to each other,. 
that their bases are merely separa- 
ted by a brook. Towards the sea they 
generally terminate in perpendicu- 
lar rocks, from two to three hun- 
dned fathoms in height; those which 
decline more gradually, have, for 
the most part, two or three sloping 
terraces, formed by projecting 
rocks, and covered with grass. The 

Vol. v. 2 o 



sides of some are formed of hillocks^ 
lying close like the hills themselves^ 
and appearing, especially when co- 
vered with snow, like tents. There 
are no valleys of any extent anaong 
them, only a few broken and craggy 
dales between their summits. The 
sides are in many places so steep, 
that no earth can remain on them; 
and from many of the heights, 
where mould .might otherwise col- 
lect, it is swept away by the winds* 
In those parts which are arable, the 
depth of soil never exceeds four 
feet; frequently it is not more than ' 
eight inches. Strata of basaltick co- 
lumns are found among the hills; in 
the isle of Suderoe they extend to 
a considerable height, and from the 
base of the hill stretch out several, 
fathoms into the sea, gradually low- 
ering till they are lost beneath the 
water. The relationship of the Fe- 
roe islands to Stafia and tlie Giants 
Causeway is evident; but it must be 
left to the Neptunists and Vulcan* 
ists to settle the pedigree. Deep fis- 
jsur^s of considerable length are met 
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with between the Itfih; cayerns also 
.are frequent in the Bhores, the fa-» 
>lpurite haunts of seald; some of 
jfese extend «o fsu*, that a boat maf 
^ter a huiMired fathoms; some pasa 
/nbrough a hill, and are open at both 
ends; some stretch through a whole 
island. 

There are few fresh water lakes 
among the hills; the largest is only 
two miles in circumference. Tor- 
Tents are of course numerous, and 
afford great facilities for water 
mills. Some falls appear only^ after 
heavy rain. If a strong wind hap* 
pens to blow toward tlie rock, the 
water is dispersed like a shower; if 
the wind be like a hurricane, none 
of the water is seen to fall, the 
whole is dfiven up into the atmos- 
phere like a thick mist, which is 
sometimes glorified with a rainbow. 
The most remarkable fall is called 
Fosaa, in Nordstromoe. It consists 
of two, one below the other, each 
computed at from 70 to 100 feet. 
Landt was assured that trouts had 
been seen to work their way up it. 
A warm spring in Osteroe, calied 
Varmakieldi, is the Spa of the Fe- 
roe islanders. 'They used to assem* 
ble there at midsummer, to use the 
water as a remedy, and to amuse 
themselves. Their faith in its medi- 
cal properties has abated; but the 
gfood pastor, who employed his lei« 
sure among them in collecting in- 
formation for this very interesting 
volume, says that they derive mate- 
rial benefit from the journey and 
the cheerfulness of the place; their 
inactive life, and sedentary labours, 
render* them liable to various disor- 
ders, and the effect of change and 
excitement is such, that they return 
home greatly improved both in body 
and mind. 1% is then to he regretted 
that the Varmakieldi waters should 
go out of fashion. Some Danish phy- 
sician should write a paper upon 
their virtues for the Copenhagen 
transactions. 

Seventeen of t^ese islands are in- 
habited. They were first peopled^ 



4bccording to Landt^ in t^e ninth 
century, by some Norwegians, who, 
being discontented witli their king, 
the &mous Harold Harfager, retir<« 
ed here, and supported themselves, 
alter the manner of their fathers, by 
piracy. It is, however, apparent, from 
what this author himself states, that 
aome of these islanders are of a dif- 
ferent race. The natives of the 
southern isles, he says, have round 
£Aces« are pf lower stature, speak 
more rapidly, and are much livelier 
in their actions than those of the 
northern. These, therefore, are evi- 
dently of Finnish extraction; and it is 
owing to the mixture of this race 
that the language is not purely 
Norse. Magnus ^he.good reduced 
these islands to obedience. Since 
that time they have belonged to 
Norway, and upon the union of the 
two crowns, were annexed to Den- 
mark. During the present war, the 
conduct of some British privat^eers, 
who landed here and upon Iceland, 
excited the attention of government; 
and an order of council was issued, 
declaring that these inoffensive, 
islanders were not to be molested in 
consequence of the war between 
Great Britain and Denmark, and that 
they might continue in perfect se- 
curity the little traffick which they 
carried on with the nM>ther country. 
Such is the temper with which this 
country makes war; while the sys- 
tem of its enemies is to aggravate 
the enls of hostility by the wanton 
infliction of private and individual 
misery. 

This is not the only advantage 
which the Feroe islands have de- 
rived from the remoteness of their 
situation. Too distant, too uninviting^ 
and, above all, too unproductive tf 
be coveted, they have never been 
granted by the crown to any petty 
tyrants^ and thus have escaped those 
feudal oppressions which degrade 
the Danes, and still (though in a 
mitigated degree) disgrace the 
Scotch islands* They are, thereforei 
a contented and a happy people* 
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From their government they derive 
just sufficient assistance to prevent 
them from losing the little degree 
of civilisation which they have at« 
tained. The population in 1782 
amounted to 4409. The revenue in 
1790, to 3172 rix dollars;* it arises 
from the royal domains, quit rents, 
and taxes; the latter are ligbt, and 
the grater part of all is paid in (mto* 
duce; only the wool which is thus 
paid, is sold at a low price to 
the poor at Thorshavn (the capital 
of the largest isle) to prevent a 
scarcity of it. Their ecclesiastical 
establishment is proportionately in* 
expensive. The islands are divided, 
or rather clustered, into seven pa« 
rishes, composed of thirty tone con« 
gregations, each having its church. 
The yearly revenue of each church 
amounts, in general, from ten to 
twenty rix dollars; so that the in* 
come of the greatest pluralist does 
not exceed five and twenty pounds. 
And here, indeed, the labourer, may 
truly be said to be worthy of his 
hire. The long journeys which the 
clergyman must undertake are 
equally difficult and laborious. There 
is no carriage road; in many places 
the country is so craggy, that it is 
impossible to ride; and in all places 
the snow, early in autumn and late in 
spring, renders it impracticable. In 
one parish, the church path (though 
always the best, and often the only 
rbad in these islands) is so steep 
and narrow, that at funerals the 
corpse is fastened to a board, and 
carried upon men's shouldera. At 
dne island it is necessary to hoist 
the clergyman by a rope from his 
boat, there being no other means of 
landing. On those Sundays when the 
clergyman does not attend, the pa* 
Hshioners meet at church, where 
one of them officiates, and reads a 
printed sermon. There is not a sin- 
gle school or schoolmaster through* 
out iill the islands. Parents instruct 
their children themselves; and if at 
any time tliey have not leisure, a 



neighbour will undertake the'taslu 
All of them can read, except a few 
persons of very great age; an excep* 
tion which proves that the people 
have advanced in civilisation. Thej 
are fond of reading, and the pastor 
says that he found his parish** 
loners very well instructed in the 
Christian religion, and often ' tho- 
roughly acquainted with the bible. . 

Thus the Feroese resemble the 
Scotch in the religious and moral 
part of their character, as well as 
m the poverty of their church esta» 
blishment, and the almost total prL- 
vation.of religious cerempnies. This 
is to be attributed to their habits of 
humble and laborious life; partly^ 
also, it must be. ascribed to their si? 
tuation, their climate, and their pe* 
rilous employments in fishing and* 
fowling. Being familiar with dan« 
ger, they are associated, as it werei» 
with the elements, and with the 
forms of nature. Under like circum* 
stances, the savage and the sailor 
become superstitious, because thejr 
are uninstructed. The Feroese, like 
the Scotch, have their pastor and 
their bible; and, therefore, faith^ 
which is an appetite of the humaa 
mind, finds its proper food. 

^ In regard to the mental qualitiea 
of these people," says Landt, ^Hhey 
are much more ingenious than 
miglH be expected, in so insulated, 
an abode. But if, in this respect^ 
they, surpass, the inhabitants of a 
great part of other Danish provin* 
oes (which, however, he adds, I an^ 
far from asserting) they are certain-; 
ly indebted for this advantage to 
their state of freedom, and the little 
restraint they are under in convers* 
ing with each other." The writer 
here shows, imperfectly, his opinion^ 
that the Feroese are in general su-^^ 
perk>ur to the Danes, though he 
does not think fit to assert it in Den* 
mark; and he has assigned the true 
cause; tliey are a freer people. They 
reckon readily by head, summing 
up even fractions with facility. Ma» 



• The rix dollar is about four shillings. 
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¥r of th^m Ktt good'^hesft players, 
heir practical knowledge of astro- 
vomy is such, that ixi clear weatlier 
thef can determine bj the stars the 
liour of the night. One of theirm<e- 
^ods of dividiRfp time is peculiar to 
themselves. They reckon the day 
ttid night by eight okter^ of three 
liours each; these again are reduced 
into half okters, and they name them 
according to the point of the com- 
^ss, en iKPhkh the sun is at the 
%fiie. Thus east northeast is half 
past four in the morning; east is six; 
«ast southeast) half past scTcn. 
I4tndt says that Ifkt is certainly a 
corruption of vikej a week; but as 
the week consists of seven days, the 
derivation is surely untenable, and 
ekt may obviously be rendered an 
eighth. 

The Feroese arc a sober people, 
though, like all inhabitants of high 
iwrtbflfrn latitudes, they are fond of 
trtrong^ liquors. Even at ^eir wed- 
dings, they seldom drink to intoxi* 
cation; but in their places of trade, 
Communication with the Danes has 
fcorrupted their own simple man- 
ners. The men dress plainly; the 
women arc covetous of foreign or- 
naments. Since the time of Eve, the 
tempter has changed his lure, and 
baits for the vanity, not the appe* 
tite of the sex. Landt praises the 
honesty of the people, and especial- 
ly in cases of shipwreck. They claim 
a third of what they save as salvage; 
but they exert themselves to the 
iittnost to save as much as possible 
from the wreck; never secrete any 
part of it; take the sailors into their 
houses; maintain them at free 
cost, and give them money at their 
departure. The pastor will not admit 
thslt his fiock are addicted to any 
other faults than talkativeness, a lit- 
tle envy of their wealthier neighs 
hours, and a little idleness, it is cu«- 
rious that the gout should be found 
^mong their diseases. The Scotch 
regard it as a fit punishment for 
the luxurious living of the English; 
and yet it exists among these poor 



and tetnperate idanders. The au6lor 
attributes it to their imprudence in 
throwing themselves an their beds 
to rest, without pulling off their 
elodies, when they cOtne home wet. 
He says, also, that the excessive 
heat o{ dieir apartments, and th6 
bad custom of sitting close to the 
'fire, dispose them to be goutish, 
when exposed to the least cold or 
«hHrpness ol the wind. Matignant, 
catarrhal fevers commonty attack 
all the inhabitants without excep- 
tion, en sudden changes of the 
weather, especially in autumn and 
spring. Foreigners who settle in 
Feroe are generally free from thk 
disease during the irst two yeard. 
It is prevalent in Iceland also; but 
more ko in the interiour than vAon^ 
the shores. Leprosy' was once very 
common. It has now almost totall^ 
disappeared. A fact, which, in this 
instance, cannot be accounted for by 
any change of habits. The stone is 
more common than in other coun«> 
tries, and frequently proves fetaL 
Landt inquires whether it may not 
be occasioned by eating bread baket 
in the ashes, a portion of whieh-na» 
cessarily adheres to the crust. The 
moat singular disease aniong them 
showa^itself in a gi^^ matiy small 
bladders, sumnrnded with a red 
ring. It is remedied by bathing tfae«s 
with a decoction of gvound liver- 
wort, or by fumigatittg^ the part with 
con/ef^vay first dried, and then placed 
on burning coals. But when these 
blisters sprewi over the whole body 
they prove mortal. Some "supersti^ 
don is mingled with most of thdr 
modes of c]are. They have, howe^- 
ver, one remiedy, which is singulatiy 
rude. Whenthe uvula ialls - down, 
th^ cut off a portion of it, and no 
other bad effect has been expend 
enced from the operation than a ccm* 
tinual hoarseiKss. 

It is fully* betieved by old people 
in these islands, that the sun and 
moon rise to a greater altitude than 
they did formerly. There are vil-» 
lages where the sun is never seen 
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itoiiig fimne of » tbe iidater moiithi^ 
«nd where, of courae^ the day on 
which he begbs to be visible ift ex^ 
Actly known; but^ in 1793, they, sa;^ 
it wa» seen two days earlier ihaa h 
ought to have been. Landt leaves 
the qause of this phenomenon, if it 
hcj indeed) truly represented, to be 
.investigated by astronomers. The 
"change, however, is too great and 
.100 audden to be possible; and^ as 
the question is, whether these Fe«> 
Toese wt^re, in this instance, inaccu- 
rate observers, or the sun was irre- 
gular in his course, such an alterna*- 
five admits of little hesitation. It has 
not been observed here as it has in 
the ZetUnds, that the northern light? 
jsre less frequent than they were 
Ibrmerly. The winds are tremen- 
dous. They descend from the hills to 
the shore; raise clouds of sand, and 
fiweep them along the bays and 
ereeks^ sometimes they impel large 
^tones, which are lying 0n the hills^ 
and roll them forward like balls. 
Liandt even affirms, that they tear 
the turf from the sides of the hills; 
yroU it together like a sheet of lea^ 
and precipitate it into the vaUeys. 
Another instance of their vehe* 
SB^Qce, which he positively asserts, 
is, that frequently on the west side 
of Skcelling, the highest mountain 
in the whole group, the wind forces 
out huge masses of the projecting 
focks, which fall down, emitting 
^ames and smoke. The translator 
perceives the improbability of this 
«tfxount, and endeavours to explain 
it, by saying: *^ It is possible that 
^|)iarks, elicited by the collision of 
the falling mass against the rocks, 
SDay set fire to some sulphurous, or 
other imfiammable matter;" but we 
iuiow of no inflammable matter 
^mosig nature's preparations, which 
4san thus easily be ignited. It is hard* 
ly a more plausible supposition to 
•aspect that they may be volcanick 
jtippearances; lipr these could scarce- 
ly exist without unequivocal proofs 
of th«r nature. There is, however^ 
DO 9okition whidk we «heiikL so ^*- 



wUUogl)^ e4i«uli ii^.thAt of ia^wH^ 
direct falsehood to an author whose 
work every where bears marks qC 
wfll m^aniifigi.and to whom nopM- 
sible motive can be ascribed iov de- 
viating, in this instance, from h^ 
usual veracity* « 

During th^se wind storms, trar 
vellers are in great danger. As soqfi 
as they hear the hurricane bellowing 
among the billS| if on horseback 
they immediately diam^ount; if op. 
foot, they fall flat on the eartl^, 
to avoid lieing thrown dovfOs, anfl 
perhaps dashed to pieces. It is not 
said whether these storms are prof- 
ceded by any appearances like tho^ 
before the helm wind of Crossiell, a 
phenomenon which they seem t9 
resemble, both in the violence q£ 
their efiects, and in beginning upon 
the heights* Before one of these 
hurricanes, a cracking and crashing 
is heard in the houses, as ii' they ' 
were about to tumble down; such is 
the pressure of the air. The inhabi- 
tants, when they take the alarm ifi 
time, place boards on the ropfs o( 
their houses, throw ropes over 
them, and ^sten down the end^ 
with heavy stones; otherwise the 
roof is not unfrequently carried 
away, and even the flooring forced 
up. 

In proportion as these remote 
specks in the ocean are without his»- 
torical and commercial interest, 
they are rich in the more interest/ 
ing facts of natural history. It /^ 
well known, that when sailors .V$h 
to drive a whale away from ;heir 
ship, they pump out the bilge ^ater. 
The Feroese fishermen, by/whom 
these huge animals are7greatly 
dreaded, have not this rc^nedy at 
hand; but they also have dfscovered, 
that the whale is impafrent of un- 
pleasant odours. They>nx a piece 
of castoreum to the itk on which 
they wind up thei/fishiiig lines; 
and when this is tP'own into the 
water, the whales/rescntly plunge 
down and disappffr- Oil of juniper 
Vi\i\ aispi 4rive .U^m off. . It is by si- 
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B^ar means that man must learn to 
protect himself against the insect 
tribes, the most annoying of his ene- 
mies, and against many of whom 
th^e is no odier possible means of 
defence. The white streaked eagle 
formerly built its nest on Tintholm, 
t>ne of the smallest islands of the 
group, but which was then inhabits 
ed, as is proved by the still existing 
ruins of some houses. One day an 
eagle darted upon an infant, which 
was lying at a little distance from 
its mother, and carried it to its nest; 
this was upon a I'ock, so steep to- 
wards the summit, that the boldest 
bird catchers had never ventured to 
climb it. The mother, however, as- 
cended; but she came too late. The 
child was -dead, and its eyes torn 
out. This destructive bird is no Ion-* 
^er to be found m Feroe; if at any 
time a solitary one strays thither, 
such an invasion is the unica neccM" 
tne which calls the inhabitants to 
arms. There is but one of the fal* 
COB tribe, thelanner, or falco lana* 
rius, not so lai*ge as a pigeon, and 
yet tl)e tyrant of these islands; the 
starlings, when pursued by this bird, 
will take shelter in a church or 
house, and seek refuge even in the 
presenoe of man^ They often escape 
by means of what is called a wind 
house, a building for drying meat 
and fish, the sides of which consist 
of latjiis placed at a very small dis- 
tance from each other. Through 
^ese the starling slips, and the lan- 
ntsr is frequently found jammed be- 
tween them, the victim of its own 
eagerness. The little wren is called, 
by th^ Feroese, musabrouir^ or the 
mousefs brother; because, like the 
mouse, \t creeps through the chinks 
in these wind houses, and feasts on 
the dried rneat. 

The ma^in, which, in England, 
is still consiiered as bringing good 
fortune Xo Ue house, under thfe 
caves of whic> it builds its nest, is 
regarded as abird of ill omen in 
Feroe. It never ijuilds here, and the 
inlanders dread iw appearance, be- 



Ueving that eHher ibcre -will be a 
destructive siGkn^ess in the country, 
or that a corpse will soon be carried 
from the hoi»e. ever which it hap- 
pens to fiy. The crows are smgularly 
troublesome, deriving great part of 
their subsistence from plunder. Not 
content with picking seed from the 
field, they dig up. the newly planted 
potatoes, destroy the baiiey before 
it is ripe^ cut off the cabbage roots,^ 
and those of almost ev^y other gar* 
den vegetable; devour the fish which 
is hung up to dry, and carry oiFthe 
goslings and ducklings. Necessity 
has made them onmivorous. l-hey 
will even enter houses, where peo- 
pie are sitting, in search of prey. 
Those extraordinary assemblies, 
which may be called crow courts, 
are observed here as well as in the 
Scotch isles. They collect in great 
numbers, as if (^y had been all 
summoned fcH- the occasion. A few 
of the flock sit with drooping hwads; 
others, says Landt, seem as grave 
as if they were judges, and some are 
eaoeediogly active wid noisy^In the 
course of about an hour the compa-* 
ny disperse, and it is not uncmn- 
mon, after they have flown away, te 
find one or two left dead on the 
spot. Dr. Edmonstonf in his view of 
the Zetland islands, says that some* 
times the meeting does utat appear 
to be complete before the esipira- 
tion of a day or two, crows coming 
from all quarters to the session. As 
soon as they are all arrived, a very 
general noise ensues, and shortly af* 
ter, the whole iaXl upon one or two- 
individctals, and put them to death. 
When this executioi^ has been per- 
formed, they quietly disperse. The 
crows in Feroe feed also upon shell 
fish, which they let fall on the rocks 
from a considerable height. They 
manage better in this, than the hti 
matofiua ostriieguay which some- 
times, when a large muscle is gap- 
ing, thrusts its bill in, and is caught 
by the closing shell. The natives 
have a strange notion about the 
heron, attnbuting to it a ridiculous 
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p^fltetice &r^p9om(it»ig or rather en^' 
suriiig digestion » directly the reverse 
of that medical operation which old; 
iahiers have said was borrowed irom^ 
the Stork. 

• In the winter of 1797, a plague* 
prevailed among the cats in Feroe.' 
There was a very general mortality- 
a^ong them- about the ssuxie time- 
. in. England, and that it should have< 
prevsuled in these remote islands^ 
when it could not possibly have been> 
eDmmunicated by contagion, is a 
reniarkable fact. Sea bathiug was 
ti'ied with little effect; emeticks 
were administered successfully, but 
the cases were not sufficiently nu* 
xnerous to establish the remedy. 
The life, of a domestick cat is of 
^me value there; for rate are very- 
numerous; they will destroy a com 
field in the course of two nights, 
and when they ^can get at the sea 
fowl, they commit such havock 
a^oag them, that they leave little 
to be done by the fowlers. They 
have, however, since their intvochic-'^ 
tion, nearly rid the islands of mice*' 
The Hanover rat made his appear^ 
ance there in 1768, arriving upon 
the wreck of a Norway ship, which 
was lost on the island of Lewk, and 
drifted to Suderoe. It is observed 
that he will not touch any thing that 
is poisoned. Sagacious as the rat is, 
this must be owing to the want of 
skiU in disguising the poison; for in 
Englsuid, of which these vermin 
have made a more complete con- 
<|uest than any former invader ^ha« 
ving literally extirpated the original 
rat of the country) poison is the 
most common method of destroying 
tboip- 

Hay tea, though in England re- 
garded .as a new discovery in feed- 
**>g» ^ given to the cows in Feroe. 
It seems to have been lon'g in use 
in other countries. Fifty years ago, 
the Dublin Society printed instruc- 
tions for rearing calves with a por- 
tion of this food, according, as they 
say, to the method practised in di- 
vers countries. Kine are . subject 



titerie to white swellings in Uie cor^ 
ners of the < mouth, which prevent 
the animal &om eating or ruminat- 
Jag9 l>ut are easily cut out. If a-cow^ 
loses its appetite from any other 
causei the remedy is a superstitious 
one. All the churches are covered 
with liviug turf; two or three hand^ 
fulls of grass plucked from that part 
of the roof which is directly over the 
choir^ the altar, or the pulpit, are 
supposed to be a specifick. White^*^ 
locke, in bis journal (a book every 
way interesting) describes the sheep 
and goats as clambering up the 
Swedish country houses to graze 
upon the turf with which they ar« 
covered; the buildings being very 
low, and the roof just sloping suffi-^ 
eiently for the wet to run off. This 
mode of covering houses is com^ 
mon in Feroe. In one part of StrO'* 
moe, which is surrounded on alt 
sides by steep hills (except toward 
the sea) every bull, which is either 
bred or brought tliere, becomes ex» 
ceedingly ferocious and dangerous. 
The same fact is observed in Borro.^ 
dale, at the head of Denventwater, 
and for the same, reason; they are 
made furious by the efcho of their 
own bellowing. 

There is a curious section in this 
volume under the head of Amfihi^ 
bia, " In Feroe there are no frogs, 
toads, lizards, snakes, or serpents; 
and no amphibious animal of any 
kind, a circumstance which is wor- 
thy of remark." Certes; but not 
worthy of a whole section; for this 
is the whole. This, however, seems 
to be a Danish way of making chap- 
ters. In Hoprebow's Natural Histo- 
ry of Iceland there are two such; 
chap. 42. « Concerning owls. There 
are no owls In the whole island." 
And chapter 72. « Concerning' snakes. 
No snakes of any kind are to be met 
with throughout the whole island." 
Would that our book makers were 
equally honest, and when they came 
to a subject upon which tliey had 
no information to communicate, 
.would frankly tell us so, instead of 
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eoverifff lihe shallo^iiess of Ae» 
tfrieotiinr with the £R>th of their dtSA 
eo^rse fin the 0aties t^is is not a 
trick o^bO€^ iHiakiikS; it prooeedi 
from their l^e of method. 

One melancholy refiecticm aiiset 
upon peru^ng^ this interesting vo- 
hime. The I^roese, inhabiting « 
group of rockf islamds in a bleak 
imd ^»ng>eniiil climate, and eamiiig 
gr^at pait of theiirJood by Uie peril** 
ens occupations of fishing and fowi« 
lAg, are ah inoffensive «nd good 
people. In the hapjner regions of 
PcfifnlMiia and of the sugar iskmda, 
#h6|!^e <earth armost spontaneously 
^es k» fruit, and man has no othev 
business than that of enjoyment, we 
behold vices and atrocities disgrace- 
fol to human nature. Let it not be 
supposed that wl9 impute this differ- 
enc6 to the effect of climate. Qod 
forbid! Of all sophists, those who 
pretend to regulate morality by de* 
grees of latitude, are the most per- 
nicious. The crimes of the Polyne* 
sians are ea^y accounted for, with** 
out arraigning Providence. They 
are savages; idstruet them and coti^ 
vert them, establish atnong them a 



M0d ^vemmeiHJftiiii a goad cimrch 
wolpltne, and their depnerity wiU 
be reiRedied* The crimes ai the 
Creoles are of a deeper die, for ig^ 
hotance cannot be pleaded in exten* 
uation^ The cause is to be iound in 
the existence of slavery; and the in* 
evitabie demoralisatipa which this 
accursed practice produces, is. not 
checked by any due system of rel>- 
g^ous instruction* Let those. who 
doubt tho ef&cacy of educatioQ and 
reUf^ofi, look at what Scotland is» 
und ffcellect what it was two cen* 
tunes ag». At present the Scotcii 
are, beyeiid all doubt» a peaceably 
orderly, and moral nation; two ceii*^ 
ttiries ago they were as teu^mkent* 
ferocioi;^, 'and brutal as . l^e wild 
Irish are now* The Feroe.xsUaids. 
also iavite us. to a nearer >coin|iaid* 
soft. There are no feudal oppres* 
sions; t)i0 sore gnieieaQc^s, vod soter 
vexations to dead«n the jkc^es» 
check the in^istry., and prevent the 
improvement of tbe peo^^e. Can wte 
say this of th# Scotch islands I This 
is a questioi^ which we shsii soon 
take occiiision to ^exaasiiie. 
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The Conquest of ihc M!ao-tsd; an Imperifal Foerti, by Itten-Lung, entitled, A Chonl 
. Sonjr of Harmony for the first Part of Spfing. By Stephen Weston, F. "R. S. S. A 
From the Chinese. 8vO; pp. '58. 1810. 



Li'tTLE did we imaginiBj when, 
on ai^ecent occasion,* i^e wfere enu- 
merating the many, and almost in- 
surmountable difficulties, which op- 
posed themselves to the. student of 
the Chinese language, that our at- 
tention would so speedily be recall- 
ed to the subject, by the appearance 
of the translation of another Chinese 
work; small, indeed, in point of 
bulk, and trifling in comparative im- 



portance, but more dimcult, raas* 
much as poetry, in proportion as h 
becomes more concise and condeA* 
sed, is more intric£lte and.obscUr^, 
than plain prose. Such, however, b 
the fact. Mr. Weston, a gentletian 
not altogether unskilled in Asiatick 
lore, nor wholly untried, it seetns, 
in Chinese literature,! has boldly 
soared into the metaphorical regions 
of oriental poetry, ' and visited the 



• See Select Reviews, p. 22 of the present volume. 

I Mr. Weston informs us in his preface, xht^i in 1809, he published the translation of 
ft poem of 133 characters, called JLey-tong^ by Kiefbi^Luhg, 
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tin&equented abode of tlie feliines^ 
inuses. Nay more, with » hardihood 
^hich evinces a consciousness of 
his own powers, he has even ventur- 
ed to leap at once into the poetical 
saddle of the great Kien^Lung^ Ih* 
\tfhang'teey Tien-^ha; the Son qfHea* 
hen^ and the invindbie ruler of aU 
Shafts great end vaiuable under 
fieaven. 

« He who mounts a tiger,*' says a 
^Chinese proverb, "will ftild it no 
^asy matter to alight" But what is 
^ tiger, when compared with the 
animal which Mr. Weston has ven- 
tured to bestride ! « a scaly dragon 
ttf cerulean hue,'* [p/51] a monster 
with live cfaWs,* and -a fiery tail, 
more dreadful to behold than that 
celestiar scorpion which so fatally 
alarmed the adventurous son of Me* 
rops^ Our author has luckily, how- 
fever, dismounted in safety from his 
dragon; but, aifccr hating thus ex» 
cited our fears, he mCist pardon us, 
if we caution him strongly against 
relying too much on his good for» 
tone, and trusting himself again to 
the doubtful doctlity of a creature, 
to whose motions and paces he has 
not been accustomed, and with 
whose spirit and temper he iBaiinot* 
possibly be acquEunted.— Aa^e, cavel 

To be serious; we dp npt; thini;: 



to take great liberties^ and not al- 
ways readily to submit to those fixed 
and ordinary rules by which the 
nias» of mankind is governed, as 
well in literary as in political com^ 
munities* 

In our review of the « LeTt^Leey 
we entered pretty fully into the sin- 
gular nature and construction of tho 
written character of the Chinese lan- 
guage, and took occasion, atthe samei 
lime, to giv6 a slight sketch of Chi-. 
nese litemturc. Mr. Weston's poem^ 
affords us the opportunity of saying 
a few words on that particular spe*^ 
cies of arrangement and choice of 
characters, which, by analogy, may 
be denominated Chinese poetry. We 
say, by analogy, because^ strictly 
speaking, according to our received 
notions of poetry,' the Chinese ian-> 
guage can scarcely be said to admit 
of any. The compositions to which 
Europeans have attached the name 
of poetry, are distinguished by the 
Chinese under the charaoter ^heei 
a compound of yeuj a word^ and 
^eCf a /ejw^/tfw^the word$ of the 
temftle; by which they probably in* 
tend to signify,^ that thesp kinds: of 
composition are of divine origin, or 
deigned for sacred uses; or, as yen 
is also to sfieaky the character may 
allude, perhaps, to the mode ofs/waj^* 



that Mr. Weston has exercised ' ing in temples; poetry having origi- 



much judgment in the choice of a 
jiubject for the employment of his 
talents; or that the result of his 
labours will prove eminently useful 
to the general x:ause of literature. 
At the san]\e time, we rejoice that so 
extraordinary., but apparently repul- 
sive, a language, has attracted the 
fibtice of this ingenious and perse- 
vering soholar; though we cannot 
recommend him> in the verjr outset 
pf his studies, to engage with Chi- 
nese poetry, still less with pdetry 
which bears the credit of being the;, 
production of an imperial brain, 
Great monarchs may be expected 



nally constituted no inconsider^jble 
•portion of publick instruction, as 
well as religious worship, among 
eastern nations, in China, the little 
that is still practised of the latter, 
by the priests of Fo, consists wholly 
of poetry, aided by musick; of short 
sentences chaunted with an accom- 
paniment of bells, drums, and sonp- 
rous stones. 

There are two kinds of cpmpQsU 
tion in the Chinese language, whicli 
may be brought under the head of 
poetry; the one written, the other 
oral; the former addressed solely to 
the eye, without regard to sound; 



• • The dragon \dth five cjaws is the symbol of impei^al sway. Those pamted on silks 
aud pottery must have only fo«tf-pia^4.A ^*i ,.*^ >. ,, . 

Vox.. V. 2 V 
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measure, or rhynlc; the latter to tlie 
eye, or to the ear, or to both. The 
chief excellence of painted or eye 
poetry, consists in the selection ot 
such characters, as are cither capa- 
ble of conveying to the mind some 
agreeable allusion to ancient events, 
some figurative or metaphorical sig- 
nification, or, such as, from their 
component parts, . may easily be 
traced in the history o^ the idea 
which they are employed to repre^ 
sent. Such characters, indeed, to a 
person deprived of sight, are so ma- 
ny dead letters; but, on the other 
hand, they are capable of conveying 
as much pleasure to the deaf and 
dumb, as to others in the full pos- 
session of their fia.culties. Although 
the excellence of eye poetry, what- 
ever it may be, depends not in any 
Jegree either on the measure of syl- 
lables, or the consonance of sounds, 
yet it may possess both measure and 
rhyme; neither of them, however, 
is essential to it. To reach the su- 
blime in composition, it is required, 
that every character should be an 

- allegory, including some complete 
and perfect idea. Thus, instead of 
the plain and common character for 
the eyes, a poet would employ ano- 
ther signifying living fi earls, or per- 
haps would call them the stars of the 

Jbrekeadj for the head he would pro- 
bably say, the sanctuary of reason, 
&c. Other allusions are employed 
of more obscure signification; thus 
the peaceful solitude of the sage is 
represented by a single character, 
composed of a spring of water and 
a peach tree, in allusion to some 
Chinese worthy, who, flying from 
the persecution of his enemies, sub- 
sisted for some time on peaches and 
water. Tlius, also, from a story re* 
corded of some beautiful widow hii*. 
ving disfigured her nose to avoid a 
secon4 naarriage, s^ gay widow is 
designated poetically, <?« a lq,dy v>hQ 
ivill not cut off her nose^ and some- 
times, as Q Icfdy ivho will not scruple 
to cut off her dead hushand^s nasf^ 
It is not impossible that Voltaire, 



being, stroD^^y infected with the 
Chinese mania, and well acquainted 
with the communications of the Je- 
suit missionaries, may have engraft- 
ed this figure upon t5ie well knowB 
story of the Ephesian n^atron, when 
he sends Azora to her husband's 
tomb— -^< pour couper le nez a Za- 
dig.'* But having, in a former num- 
ber, entered 'fully into the nature of 
compound Chinese characters, we 
deem it unnecessary to extend our 
observations now on this part of the 
subject. 

The second kind of Cliinese po- 
etry, that which is mean.t to be "sung 
or said," has not only a regulated, 
measure, but the verses sometimes 
rhyme to each other, though this 
may be considered rather as a cirr 
cumstance of accident than the re- 
sult of any settled rule. Indeed an 
oral language, consisting entirely, 
as that of China does, of meagre, 
paronyix^ous monosyllables {(rom 
which many letters of oiir. alphabet 
are excluded) whose terminations 
arc limited either to the vowels, 
the liquid /, the n, or ng, can afford 
but little variety of sounds, and must 
sometimes unavoidably rup into a 
jingle of rhyme; while, on the other 
hand, it would scarcely be possible 
to adjust the harmonical consonance 
of its syllables, by any settled rules. 
The Chinese, however, say, and 
probably with truth, that, in ancient 
times, their verses were short and 
frequently in rhyme; they are so, in 
fact, amoQg all nutions in the dawn 
of civilisation, With them, meti*Q 
^nd rhyme, or both, afford the easi** 
est and best means of fixing events 
in the memory. To give more inte- 
rest to verses of this kind, they were 
recited in ^ tone different from that 
of common conversation. Even at 
this day, poetry and recit?itive are 
with the Chinese insep^-able, The 
Verses of the Shec'lcing, collected 
by Confucius more than 400 year^ 
tefore the Christian era, ai-e repeat- 
ed in musical cadences, and, in jnar. 
ny of the e^Utions, the tone or note 
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is affixed to each character, ih or- 
der to show in what manner it ought 
to be enunciated. Without this tone, 
for the gratification of the ear, or a 
due regard to the composition of the 
characters, t6 please the eye, the 
spirit of Chinese poetry must en- 
tirely evaporate, and what remains 
exhibit only a succession of unintel- 
ligible' ttionosyllabick sounds. This 
majt be sufficiently illustrated, by 
^vriting the sounds of Chinese cha* 
ractei's in the letters of our alpha- 
bet, which, in fact, is the only way 
left us, to exhibit a few specimens 
of Chinese oral poetry. In such a 
shape; it is almost unnecessary to 
add, it is not only stripped of all its 
embellishments, but exposed in a 
state of perfect nudity. 

Th^ following is part of the re- 
cord of an eclipse of the sun, taken 
from the Shee-King: 

*« Ch^ yae, teW kiao 
'Choa ge siii'mao 
Ge yeou clie ich^ 
Y« koung .tch^ tcheou 
Pei yu^ eul wei 
Tsi g-e eul wei 
Kin ts^ shin min 
Ye koung tcho ngju.** 

Of which, the following may be 
taken as a pi^etty literal translation: 

" Tenth moon's conjunction, first day 
sin-mao, sun had eclipse. All portend bad. 
"Whether sun covered or moon covered, 
people in general fear bad." 

We shall add but a single verse 
ef one of their most popplar songs: 

•• Hmi ye to ai-en wha 
Yeu tchau yeu jie to tsai yo kia 
Go pun tai poo tchoo mun 
Twee tcho si-en wha ul lo." 
« How delightful this fresh flower ! one 
day morning found it in my house. Being 
mine 1 wear it not out of doors, but keep 
fresh flower and am content !" 

Ail thia an European will be very 
apt to pronounce sad stuffy yet we 
are assured by the French missionap 
ries that it is irf^ snficrbe; that, ac- 



cording to one (who seems to have, 
read his breviaiy to a good pur- 
pose) if it has not exactly the fire 
of Pindar, and the sublimity of Ho- 
hxer, it may at least be classed with 
the psalms of David ! Another tells 
us that the Chinese poets study na- 
ture, and may, therefore, be com- 
pared with Boileau and Horace; 
and a third, with great naivet^, as- 
serts, that none of those passages of 
Hpmer, wherein the sound is meant 
to be' " an echo to the sense,** are 
surpassed by tang-tang^ as an imi- 
tation of the sound of the gong. 
One thing at least is certain; the 
study of Chinese poetry, by a Eu- 
ropean, is not likely to compensate 
the labour which he must necessa- 
rily bestow, to acquire even a very 
imperfect knowledge of the plsdnest 
compositions of this kind. Among 
these, the imperial poems of Kien 
Lung are not to be classed, if we 
may credit the account which P^re 
Amiot has given of them; namely^ 
that, after more than thitty years ap-* 
plication to the study of the Chinese 
language, in which he wrote and 
conversed daily, he would have 
found it utterly impossible to put 
the " Praise of Moukden*' into an 
intelligible shape, had he not also 
been conversant with the Mant- 
choo Tartar language, by which he 
was enabled to compare the. corres- 
ponding passages. Yet tliis poen^ 
as he calls it, has neither metre nor 
rhyme., The Ode on Tea, from the 
same imperial pen, is fit only, in 
our plebeian judgmenu, to occupy 
a place in the Almanack des Gour- 
mands, or Mrs. Glass'^ Art of Cook- 
ery; and as neither of those valuable 
compilations possesses the enipe- 
rour's receipt for making tea, we 
shall insert a translation of this culi- 
nary ode: 

** Set an old three-legged teapot over a 
blow fire; fill it with water of melted show; 
b^tl it just as long as is necessary to 
tttfn ftsii white, or Idbsters red; pour Hon 
Uie leaves ot choice in a cup of yoaif . Lett 
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it renfaUi till Ibe vapour subfiidea into % 
thin misty floating on the surface. Drink 
tliiS-precious liquor at your leisure, and 
thus drive away the five causes of sorrow:** 

. If the merit of Kien-Lung's Mouk* 
den rested on the selection of iu 
charactei*s, and consequently was^ 
meant for the eye. His Miao-tstfis 
of a different kindy and {xuts in ita 
claims to gratify the ear. This i$ 
sufficiently evident, from the. regu- 
lar measure in which it is compo- 
scdi and still naore so from the me- 
lody to which it is set, and of which 
Mr. Weston has endeavoured to 
convey some idea by affixing the 
monosyllables aoly fa^ mc^ ut^ &c. to 
the Cliinese words in each stanza. 
Musick being thus the invariable 
companion of what may strictly be 
called oral poetry^ or^ in other wordsf 
all measured 3entences being meant 
to be recited in a peculiar tone and 
modulation of voice, it may not be 
deemed irrelevant to the subject in 
hand, if we take a concise view of 
the state of the musical art as pi^ac- 
tised in China; for it can scarcely b« 
said that in this country, musick has 
yet taken the shape of science or 
system. Like that of the Greeks, it 
would appear rather, as the abb^ 
Roussier has observed, to be the re« 
maining fragments of some com- 
plete system, now no more, belong- 
ing to a people more ancient than 
either of them. The ingenious Bail- 
lie was pretty much of the same 
opinion with regard to the remains 
of astronomical and mathematical 
bcienee discovered among the Hin- 
doos. Indeed, throughout the whole 
peninsula of .India^ in China, the 
bordering regions cxf Tartary, and in 
all the inferiour nations of Asia, so 
many dazzling fragmenXs of art and 
of science are every where scatter- 
ed around, but so distorted and dis- 
jointed, or so awkwardly put toge- 
ther,, as to leave little doubt that, 
there existed, at some remote pe- 
riod, in some of > those regions^ a 
splendid and magnificent edifice^ of 
which these detached masses are 



Oie Tenerahle ruiss; but of irUch 
neither the ait^t nor the plan, nor 
the elevation has yet been discoTerw 
ed« History affords no light to cleaf 
up this interesting subj/ect. Tliec&is 
not, in all HuidoQ8lam,a single page 
that dea^rves. the name; and, al* 
though the Ci^bese boast of a ce« 
gular aod veil authenticated sfides 
of annab carried back, in aa unb* 
terrupted succession, more than 
2000 years before the Christianterai 
y^t they aie silent, or unsatis&ctory, 
as far as regards the rise and pro- 
gress of the arts and sciences.. 

But to return to Chinese musick^ 
Their gamut, or scale of musical 
notes, is the same natural or diato? 
nick scale as thai of the Greeks^ 
consisting of five whole notes and . 
two semitones. These they distin- 
guish by so nmny characters; but 
they have neither lines nor spaces 
to assist in noting down musick, nor 
do they employ any marks or cbft* 
racters to denote the time, the key, 
the mode of expre^saooy &c. In point 
of fact, their i^e for instruoieiital 
musick, a&d the inst]>*um«its them- 
selves, are very imperfect, and the 
keys so inconsistettt^ wandering froin 
fiats to sharps, and the contrary^ 
that the performers are asuailjr 
obliged to be direeted bf a small 
bell or cymbal. WhUe they are thus 
playing, a by-stander would say 
that they had not the least know- 
ledge of semitones, and, indeed, 
doctor Burney was of opinion, that 
there were na semitones in the Chi- 
nese scale. The doctor, howevei?y 
would have altered his opinion, if an 
opportunity had been offered him of 
he«i4ng a Chinese sing; he would 
then find him exhibiting such a dis- 
play of half and intennediate tones, 
brought out in so drawling and 
drowsy a manner, as to be perfecdy. 
intolerable. In their transitions to n 
fourth or fifth, instead of rising or 
falling, as we do, to the intermediate 
third, they sweep through all the in- 
tervening whole tones, half toi^, 
and evQU quait^r tones. . 
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the Chinese airs are Aknwit » 
variabfy sung in slow movements) 
generailf in a plaintive and queru^ 
lous tone, and are mostly atoompa- 
nied urith a guittar. o£ four strings. 
Doctor Bumey imagines that these 
melodies bear a strong analogy to 
the old Scottish tKmes; indeed he 
considers their whole scale to be 
Scottish; and^ though he does not 
say in eaGfuress terms, that ekher of 
those nations, is indebted to ancient 
Greece ior its melody, however 
strong the resemblance in idl three; 
yet, contrary to the opinion oi the 
abb4 Roussier, he infers, that they 
ought all to be considered as origin 
nal and natural musick. The CM** 
nese. are wholly ignorant of counter** 
point or playing in parts; some- 
times, indeed, an instrument will 
take the. upper or lower, octave^ 
which gives ap appearance of har« 
mony; hut they have no feeling of 
that union of . parts^ which, whil0 
each keeps its own and proper me-^ 
lody, are so blended together as to 
pisodiice one whole and perfect con«« 
cord. In. short, the Chinese seem 
utterly incapable of pvoducing any 
thing that deserves the name of mu' 
sick. The studied gravity of their 
manners, and their unsocial habits^ 
.are-moilt un&vourable to the culti* 
vation of this elegant art, which 
caimot be expected to arrive, even 
at mediocrity, among a people so 
little acquainted with the muses^ a 
people whom the loves, and the 
graces have not yet condescended to 
visit. 

Yet, so excessively conceited are 
the Chinese in their opinions, re- 
specting their own excellence, that 
they affect to ascribe, to the powers 
of their numbers, and to their mu- 
sick, effects not less extraordinary 
than those said to have been pro- 
duced by the lyres of Orpheus and 
Amphion. The Book of Odes fre- 
quently inculcates the doctrine, that, 
so long as the institutes of the em- 
pire continue to be vespectedi and- 
musick to be cultivated, China will 



refnain a mighty and ininneihle na- 
tion. « Would you conquer your 
enemies," says one of the empe-? 
rour's, " diffuse among them tender 
songs, set to voluptuous melodieSf 
which will soften their hearts and 
enervate their bodies; after this, 
send them plenty of women, and 
your conquest will be complete.** 
This is iirecisely Voltaire's plan 
for subdtung the Caraibs of St. Vin- 
cent; a plan which he probably de- 
rived from the passage we have 
quoted; for he has few claims to 
originality, or invention. In the same 
strain of extravagance Pere Amiot 
has composed a large quarto^ vo* 
lume, on the excellence of Chinese 
musick; though it appears, by his 
own confession, that he knew very 
little about the matter^ " In order," 
he says, ^ to obtain the true dimen- 
sions of every tone, and the exact 
measure of the intervals which con- 
stitute them, they have submitted to 
the most painful operations of geo- 
metry, te calculations the most te« 
dious and disgusting in the science 
of numbers;" not one word of which> 
we are convinced, has the least 
foundation in truth. 

It is remarkable that, in this low 
state of poetry and musick, there 
should be found a singular coinci- 
dence in the construction and con- 
duct of the Chinese drama and the 
Italian opera. In both, the dialogue 
is delivered in a sort of .whining 
and querulous recitative, not exactly 
monotonous, though seldom rising 
or sinking through the interval of a 
third from the general tone* The 
Chinese recitative is also accompa- 
nied with instrumental musick, and 
the pauses are filled up with a most 
horrible crash of gongs, ^rums, 
trumpets, rattles, and cymbals, a 
practice, which, we are sorry to say, 
seems of late years to have been 
follo^ved by many European com- 
posers. 

In the Chinese drama, too, the 
mere violent passions ate invariably 
recited' in song; and the catastrophe 
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g^ierally istlie last paioBcysm of a 
despairing loTer, or the nerroiis agi^ 
tation of a criminal going to tibe 
gallows. Our knowledge, howevert 
of the real state of the Chinese stagts 
ia very imperfect. Of thw select 
pieceS) said to be chiefly the pro^' 
duction of the 14th century, and 
consisting of one hundred historical 
plays, one only has made its appear*^ 
ance in a European dress, and the 
fidelity of the translation is, with> 
reason, more than suspected. Those 
wretched performances, usually ex* 
llibited before Europeans at Canton, 
may probably be considered by this 
conceited people as suited to the 
taste and capacity of the audience* 
Any degree of impertinence may be 
expected from a people who have 
the arrogance to proclaim the most 
eivillzed nations of the earth posses- 
sed only of one eye, while heaven in 
its bounty has furnished the Chinese 
with twd) and left the rest of the 
world in total darkness. The lan<^ 
guage of these scenick representa^ 
tions is, in general, grossly inde- 
cent, and it is always set off, in the 
action, by gestures so appropriate, 
that even the rough and unpolished 
sailor has sometimes been compell- 
ed to leave the theatre in disgust. 

After what we have stated on the 
subject of Chinese musick, we may 
be allowed to express our doubts as 
to the legitimacy of the title which 
Mr. Weston has thought proper to 
place at the head of his poem. He 
calls it *^ A Choral Songt ofJUarmo^ 
nyy' but as their musick does not 
admit of that union of sounds which 
constitutes harmony, they conse- 
quently cannot have any such word 
to express it in their language. It 
is rather a simple song of melody, 
consistbig of thirty stanzas, which 
may be considered as a succession 
of bulletins, composed and set to 
musick by Kien-Lungy probably to 
beguile the time, during the pro- 
gress of a five year's candpaign. 
Each stanza has four columns of se- 
ven characters or syllables^ making 



iw.'the whole 840 characters. Not 
hoviiig the text befere us, we are 
uiial^' to 4ay what number of dif- 
ierent characters it may contain, bitt 
we scrapie not to give our opinion, 
that if they amount to 100, Mr. 
Weston* has taken too much trouble 
in turning OTer the leaves of Ma 
Chinese dictftonary that number of 
timet, in order to pick out the 
doubtful sense, and, after t^ to 
adopt perhaps a different- one from 
thttt in which Kim-Lung^ employed 
them. W^hile we applaud thut inde- 
fiodgable pursuit of kBorwledg%- Whicli 
actuates Mr* Weston, and the fruits 
of which are apparent in the cata- 
logue of his works, in&eited at ik» 
end of this l&ltte volume, we cannot 
but earnestly repeut our advketo 
hkn, by all means to abandon Chi- 
nese poetry, we had almost sud 
(^nnese literature, hutlor tJie un- 
willingness we feel to repress the 
laudable cumsity of so veneriibfo a 
tyro. We shallj therefore, suggest 
that there is ilot wftntii% in tMs 
country a« vaiiety of Chinese boolES 
in prose, the contents of which woUld 
be acceptable, if rendered into out* 
language; and it is a new field, 
whose cultivation would, we will 
venture to say, amply compensate 
all the labour and attention which he 
might be required to bestow upon it. 
The subject of K^en-Lung^s poem 
is, " The Conquest of the MiaO' 
/*(?,•* or the mountaineers who bor- 
der on the western provinces of 
China, particularly on those of Se- 
tchuen and Koei^eheou^ which bor- 
ders, however, by a trifling geogra- 
phical errour, occasioned, it would 
seem, by a laudable desire to cor- 
rect, a supposed mistake of sir 
George Staunton [note, p. 4] Mr. 
Weston has unluckily placed in 
« H^u^mm^ in the very heart of Chi- 
na.** The miao-fee mentioned by ar 
George Staunton were a set of re- 
bellious subjects in Hou^nan; the 
JVBaO'Ui were an independent horde 
on the borders of China; so little 
reUsmce id to be placed on Chinese 
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lUQi^o&yUfB^B written in aay^ of the 

European letters. The histcMy of 
these hordes of independent peof^e 
is briefly as fbUows: About the be* 
l^inning of the reign of IGen->Lung 
the. MiaO'M had occasioned very- 
serious alarm to jthe neighbouring 
provinces by their incursions and 
depredations. A large army was, in 
consequence, s^tt against them; but 
the Chineee general was baffled in 
all his attempts to subdue them^ 
ultimately defeated, and, as a mat* 
ter of course, recalled to the capi* 
tal, where he lost his bead. The of^^ 
ficer who succeeded to the com** 
mand, instead of carrying on a de« 
structive war with these hardy 
mountaineers, sent presents to their 
chiefs, and thus contrived to keep 
them in order, whUe the court of 
Pekin was easily persuaded that the 
MiaO'M had submitted to the arms 
of the emperour, and acknowledged 
his authority. This state of tranquil- 
lity, lioweyer, was but of short dura« 
tion. These restless tribes once 
more sallied forth, and a favourite 
general, at the head of 120,000 men^ 
was sent to reduce them to submis* 



«dn. Ignorant, however, of the na« 
tureof the country, as well as of 
the temper of the enemy, he pushed 
through the narrow defies of the 
mountains, and so entangled his^ 
army among the woods and fastness^* 
es, that the greater part of it was 
either cut oif by the natives, or pe« 
cisfaed for want of supplies. At 
length, however, a general was se*- 
lected, who^ after a five years' cam<< 
paign, was fortunate enough to suc- 
ceed in reducing the tribe Miao^taS^ 
bordering on Se^tchuen^ to do ho«* 
mage to the emperour of China;' 
and this event is the ground work 
of the « Imperial Poem by Kkn^ 
Lunffj entitled, a Choral Song of 
Harmony for the first Part of the 
Spring." 

One of the thirty stanzas (and we 
shall take the first of them) wUl be 
quite sufficient for us to transcribe 
as a specimen of Kien^Lung^a poeti- 
cal powers, and of Mr. Weston's 
metaphrastick translation, which, by 
the way, is the only sort of translation 
that can convey a just idea of the 
(Hriginal: ^ 



Twenty 

Moa-lan 

Pen 
Principal 

Sh^o 
Proclaim 



four 

inff 

camp 

lai 

made 



tchong 
middle 



tseoo ye tchoo shee 

8th month night 1st to 3d watch ' time 
lee ' tee hong kee 

banner Ifetter brought red flag with two dragons 
poo mo voiten koon pan 

strange how eould I believe army reward 
pouei kin aiau voaen Kien-tchSe 



early morning 



night 



like 



To which stanza^ with ^e help of 
a few " winged words," and oUier 
auxiliaries, Mr% Weston has con- 
trived to give the following mean*- 

** It was on the twenty fourth of the 
eighth moon, between the second artd 
third watch, in the middle of the night, 
in the camp of MiuAan^ that they came 
to tell roe of the arrival of a mes$^nger 
from the army with a re4 flag. How could 
I believe that this night I should see the 
certain sign of victory, and have so early 
an occasion of proclaiming the glory and 
reward of my army." 

Our readers will not thaid^ us for 



obtruding on their patience any 
more specimens of Kien^Lning*^ 
thirty musical bulletins, of of Mr, 
Weston's translation of them. The 
poor, old emperour is so much 
amused with the arrival of the « red 
flag," that it is paraded through no 
leas than seven stanzas. He can nei« 
ther put off his clothes during the 
night, nor sjeep for joy; [p- 291 his 
attendants are equally delighted^ 
and cry out, « no more fighting !' no 
mure soldiers ! no iflorte war wea.- 
pons 1" [p. 42.] In fine, having sub^ 
dued f;he rebellious foe « th^t fled 
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like wiW geese before flictn," [p. 
44] his troops at«c to receive tiie 
rewards of their toite; « the robe of 
peace with its scaly dragons of ce- 
rulean hue," is assigned to' the ge- 
neral; and « baldricks, that stf earn 
like tiie belt of the heavens/* are^o 
be distributed among his officers. 

In a vertAi transkLOotf from a lan- 
guage like that of^China, it would be 
Idle to look for elegance of expres- 
sion, strength of' diction, or powers 
of versification^ a language so re- 
markably scanty in words cannot 
possess any of these qualities; but 
3t is sufficiently copious to express 
both feeling and sentiment, and very 
capable of conveying, by its com- 
pound characters, new and striiung 
images; yet, if Mr. Weston's trans- 
lation be correct, as we make no 
doubt it is, nothing of the kind ap- 
pears in the whole poem. It is true 
the emperour utters something like 
a moral feeling, where he says, 
<(that he has now sent the ox to 
graze, and the horse to his stable, as 
It was cTcr his pure intention," [p. 
4'4.] At the same time, this apparent 
mildness of disposition is destroyed 
by the ferocious 4eiight he seems 
to anticipate in the execution of the 
rebel, or rather hostile chiefs, who, 
under promise of pardon, had been 
allured to Pekin [p. 48.1 The few 
images which he introduces, and 
the comparisons he makes use of, 
bear no stamp of an imperial origin. 
In his Ode on Teai we have heard 
him talk of boiling water long 
enough tp turn lobsters red; here he 
says, «the blast of his artillery 
choaked up the embrazures of thdr 
fortresses, as the breath of a fish is 
stopped when thfown into a caul- 
• 6rtm of boiling water** |[p. 33] In 
fact, Kien-Lungy like the eating he- 
Toes 6f the Iliad, seems to have had 
ft taste of culinary mattei*s, and could 
probably have servedupa/^er^^rt/a/ 
ckine as denterously as Agamemnon 
himself. In another place he tells us 
that the euemy, " like fHes of a 
larger size, preys upon ra^n." [p. 



4^] We are liot awkre* that an^of 
tmr travellers have noticed' these 
anthropophagous flies. Mr. Wfeston, 
perhaps, may have made "somclittle 
mistake, and given the literal fer 
the metaphorical aense. It is possi- 
ble, however, th^t alfHbugh tfiese 
simiiies savour a Ifttle of the vulgar 
to us, they may, to a native, partake 
of the sublime and beautiful. They 
are at least imperial, antftKat cdn- 
sideratlon is quite enough to give 
them currency among the Chinese, 
We would just hint to Mr. Wes- 
ton, that it is by no means necessaiy 
a book on a particular subject 
should be eked out with « slupeds 
and patches*' which have no riiladon 
whatever to it We wowld not have 
recommended, for hiistahce, that an 
imperial poem on a tnillcc^ eam- 
paign, should be prefaced with a 
shopkeeper's eard,'8tating the pi^ce 
of his silks, nor with a translation of 
the condmon inscription on the small 
tablets of China ink. Nor can we 
conceive that his book would have 
suffered materially had he omittid 
the appendix of vne page, purport- 
ing to give a list of .<< certain words 
in the iSt/ro/te«n languages that bear 
an accidental i^e^emblance to the 
names of Chinese characters, both 
in sound and seh8e;^m6re especial- 
ly as out of the twelve wo>rds in the 
£urofiean languages of which k is 
composed, Jive of them are stated 
to be Persian and Arabick, We are 
also much at a loss to discover, un- 
der another part of the appendix, 
entitled: " A specimen of modem 
Chinese characters that have some 
likeness to the things they stand for,'* 
what possible degree of similitude 
there can exist between the charac- 
ter Kxen (compounded of the charac- 
ter woman thrice repeated^ and its 
signification adultery ^ and holdings 
cbmtnunication with the enemy. This, 
it may be recollected, is one of those 
compound characters, concerning 
which, in our review of the « penal 
code,*' we confessed our inability to 
trace the connexion between the 
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comj^ent parts of ihe ^li^raeler 
..and its sigoification* Mr* West^i, 
however, finds, no difficulty, but 
boldly asserts "that A:ie«5 three wo- 
iiien [neu] means adultery^ and 
communication with the enemy; be- 
cause he who has to do .with thv^e 
ivomeU) to one of whom he is mar- 
ried^ communicates with the ene- 
inies a£ his wife." This explanation 
may, perhaps, h^ sati^actopy to Mr. 
Weston, though it is rather beyond 
.our comprehension. Perhaps, Ikjw- 
evdr, it may be as he says in Ku- 
,Pope^ but " thpy orjder these things 
.better" in Vsia. In this delightful 
region of the world, wher^ there is 
no such thing as^ ^ve, and conse- 
quently none of- the tormendng 
pai)ga of jeaJjOAiBy, |:he first, or e^^ual 
vrile, contrives to be comfortable 
enough with all the iiiferieur wives 
whom her good husband may think 



, proper to introduce into his house- 
hold establishment The Chinese, 
indeed, have a common maxim, that 
^' three wives are more easily ma* 
naged than two. We would just <4>« 
serve, that in this list of modern 
characters, we verily believe, not 
OQe of them to be less than two 
thousand yeara old; many of them 
p^bably date their origin from the 
foundadon of the empire. The sig« 
nature of Confucius, for instancci 
which is one of them, must have 
been in use since the fifth century 
before tlie Christian era. We notice 
these little lapses and inconsisten- 
cies merely as the effect of careless- 
ness and hasty composition; which, 
however, both for the sake of t|ie 
reputation of the author, as well as 
for the prevention of erroneous im- 
pressions on the reader, should be 
avoided as much as possible. 



TROU THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 



, A Comparative View of the Plans of Education, as detailed in the Publieations of 1^^ 

Bell and Mr.. Lancaster. The Second Edition. With Bemarks on Dr. Bell's ** Madras 
> School;** and H^ts to the 'Managers and Comtnittees of GhaHty and Sunday Schods, 

on the practicaVdity <>f extending" such Institutions upon Mr. Lancaster's Plan. By 

ijoseph pox. 8vo: pp. 76. LoTiddn. 1809.* ' 
Insirtfc^pns for forming and condu,ctiog a Society for the Education of the Children 

ofthe Jabouriiig Classes of the People, aocordipg to the general Principles of the 
. Liaiicaltariafi or British Plan. Second Editian, with considerable Additions. 8vo. pp. 

30* London. 1810.* 
The NTew School; being an Attempt to illustrate its Principles, Details, and Advan- 
. " tages. By Sip Thomas Bernard, Bart. Third Edition. 8vo^ pp. 111. Lqndcm. 1810.t 



THESE tracts relate to one of 
' the most interesting and momentous 
subjects which have ever attracted 
the notice of those whose stations or 
whose virtues, give them an influ- 
ence over the lot of their fellow 
creatures. A method has been de- 
vised, and, after various ijnprove- 



mentSi seems, now to be brought 
veryixear to perfection, by which the 
blessings of education maybe esitend- 
ed to, persons iivthe lower ranks of 
society^ at a price within the reach of 
all but the. poorest, and to them alsoi 
with a very ixioderate assistance from 
theii' happier brethreni by which the 



* The two first mentioned works are printed at Mr. Lancaster's press; an esta- 
blishment, the profits of which are devoted to the promotion of his system 

-f- This tract is published for and by the Society for bettering the condition of the 
poor; of which Mr. (now sir T.) Bernard has long* been a most acfive and ditJtinj^uish- 
e^ member. 

Vol. v. 2 p 
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facility of learning is incalculably 
aagmented to children of every 
dassy and a vast saving of time se- 
cured, even to those whose circum* 
stances may put economy of money 
out of the question; while the faci- 
lity of teaching is so much increas- 
ed, that, within almost any given 
time, an indefinite number of in- 
structers can be provided. This me- 
thod, which, from its regular form 
and successful, experimental im- 
provements, we may well denomi- 
nate a practical system, having, 
from the first, attracted considerable 
attention, has of late (owing, in some 
degree, to certain hostile demonstra- 
tions on the part of the bigoted and 
persecuting classes of society) in- 
creased in popularity, and shown 
signs of spreading, we would fain 
hope, over the whole empire. It is 
with the view of contributing our 
aid to so great and good a work, 
and of recording the history of the 
syatem, that we now again bring 
this subject before Our readers, af- 
ter an interval of three years; during 
which, the new doctrines have been 
working their way, through the af- 
fected contempt of some, and the 
feeble and forgotten resistance of 
others. 

We have, on former occasions 
[see Select Reviews, vol. I, page 
73J explained the piinciples of 
this plan of education, and traced 
their operation in practice; and we 
refer the reader to those articles, 
and to the excellent writings of Mr. 
Lancaster and Dr. Bell themselves, 
for a full eiu<5idati6n of the system. 
We purpose, at present, to consider 
the questions connected with its 
more general diffusion; and it is 
with unfeigned regret, that, in the 
outset of this inquiry, we find our- 
selves involved in a controversy, 
which' we heartily wish we could 
avoid, on every account; from our 
respect for tlte excellent persons' 
engaged on both sides; from a 
natural dislike of all such disputes; 
but more especially from an appre- 



hension, that the great cause itself 
may suffer by a protracted discus- 
sion among persons^ who, having the 
same benevolent object in view, 
should exert themselves in perfect 
harmony to attain- it- 

The subject now before us, the 
extension of popular- education, 
gives rise to two distinct questions. 
It has, unhappily, been contended 
by some persons, that no good can 
result from promoting the instruct 
tion of the bulk of the community. 
They have even pretended to fore- 
see a variety of evils, as likely to 
originate in the greater diffusion of 
knowledge; and, combining with 
their fanciful anticipations of dan- 
ger, views of past events just as 
fanciful, have not scrupled to raise 
apprehensions of anarchy, tumult, 
and revokition^ from the progress of 
information among the people. The 
first question, then, and one of a 
preliminary nature, is raised by 
those persons; and, should their ob- 
jections be successfully obviated, 
there follows, of course, the inquiry 
as to the best means of diffusing 
education; which involves the mat- 
ters in dispute between the patrons 
of the different plans now under 
consideration. 

The general objections to edu- 
cating the poor need not, surely, de- 
tain us long. Had they not received 
a higher sanction in the authority 
of some eminent statesmen, than 
they usually claim from the charac- 
ter of their ordinary supporters, we 
should willingly have left them to 
their fate. They are certainly not of 
a modern date; and the following 
passage from Mandeville will show ^ 
that they are not purely of clerical 
origin. After expatiating upon the . 
uses of poverty in society, and the 
necessity of keeping up, by all pos- 
sible means, the stock of poor peo- . 
pie, this licentious writer proceeds: 
« To make society happy, and peo- 
ple easy, under the meanest circum- 
stances, it is requisite that great 
numbers of them should be igno- 
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rant, as wel} as poor. Knowledge 
both enlarges and multiplies our 
desires; and the fewer things a man 
wishes for, the more easily his ne- 
cessities may be supplied."* ^ow, 
were it not trifling wi^h our readers 
to answer such positions, we might 
observe in passing, that his two ar- 
guments in favour of ignorance and 
of poverty, are altogether at vari- 
ance with each other; for, the more 
contented a poor man is, the less 
will he work; and you have no surer 
way of getting him to labour, than 
by multiplying his desires; that is, 
by enlarging his knowledge. Dr. 
Mandeville always supposes, like 
his orthodox followers in modern 
times, that, by increasing the know- 
ledge of a poor man, you give him, 
not merely new desires, but new 
supplies, without labour, both of 
those necessities which he always 
had, as well as new gratifications of 
his newly acquired desires. In this 
strain he proceeds: " The welfare 
and felicity of every state and king- 
dom, require, that the knowledge of 
the working poor should be confined 
within the verge of their occupa- 
tions, and never extended (as to 
things visible) beyond what relates 
to their calling. The more a shepr 
herd, a ploughman, or any other 
peasant, knows of the world, and the 
things that are foreign to his labour 
or employment, the less fit he'll be 
to go through the fatigues and hard- 
ships of it with cheerfulness and 
content."t The answer to all which 
is so singularly apt, in a subsequent 
passage of the same work, that we 
shall save our own time by placing 
^aem together. « A man," he ob- 
serves, « who has had sorote educa- 
tion, may follow husbandry by 
choice, and be diligent at the dirti- 
est and most laborious work; ^ but 
then the concern must be his own; 
and avarice^ the care of a family^ or 
some other fire ssing motive^, must put 



him upon it.'*t It is, no doubt, ex- 
actly so. The firesdng motive of 
want alone could make any man 
work as a day-labourer; nor will all 
the learning of the schools lesseir 
that motive, unless knowledge shall 
somehow or other acquire the pro- 
perty of filling the belly or covering 
the back. Nor, again, is it educated 
men alone to whom Dr.. Mande- 
ville's remark applies, unless he can 
also show that, without reading and 
writing, a man cannot tell whether 
or not h« wants food and clothing. 
And then, if it be said that a learned 
peasant will neither do without eat- 
ing, nor work to gain his .bread, it 
must follow, that the love of labour, 
for its own sake, is natural to man, 
and that it requires deep learning to 
make him prefer plenty and ease.' 

But let us look to his other argu- 
ments; for it does so happen, that 
this piou8 author has anticipated ail 
the topicks which have lately illu- 
minated some of our pulpits, ex- 
cepting the common addition of the 
French revolution, which is, now-a- 
days, added to every argument 
against improvement, as regularly 
as the money counts, or the names 
of two distinguished legal charac- 
ters, are to certain parts of a record. 
Dr. Mandeville pursuea his^ reason- 
ing thus: t^ Reading, writing, and 
arithmetick, are very necessary to 
those whose business requires such 
qualifications; but, where people's 
livelihood has no dependence on 
these arts, they are very pernicious 
to the poor^ who are forced to get 
their daily bread by their daiiy la- 
bour. Few children make any pro- 
gress at school, but, at the same 
time, they are capable of being em- 
ployed in some business or other; 
so that every hour those sort of poor, 
people spend at their book, is ao 
much time lost to the society\*§ To 
which the answer is obvious: £tther 
instruct children at so early an agc^ 



* Fable ofthc-Cccs, vol. l..p. 256. (Eftsay ^n Chmty, and Charity .Schools.) 
t Id. Ibid. ^ Ibid, p* 258. $ Ibid. p. '257. 
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tliat the loss of tlieir labour is not 
ivorth the trouble of reckoning; or, 
if you teach them when they might 
be employed in earning their sub- 
sistence, take care to let their pa- 
tents maintain them' all the while; 
and educate no one for nothing, un- 
less his parents can, at the same 
time, afford to support him. This 
check will affix limits^ within which 
the gratuitoii^ assistance of the 
higher classes never can, by possi- 
bility, either diminish the industry 
of the lower orders, or in the small- 
est degree derange the general 
structure of society. And let it be 
observed, that this remark presup- 
poses no material benefit to be de- 
rived from the education of the 
children in question; nothing to be 
communicated which is worth the 
value of their labour. 
\ The reverend author, whose work 
we are consulting, then brings for- 
ward another, and one of the most 
favourite of the modem topicks: 
" Reading and writing," he says, 
<< are not attained to without some 
labour of the brain, and assiduity; 
and before people are tolerably 
versed in either, they esteem them- 
selves infinitely above those who are 
wholly ignorant of them; often with 
as little justice and moderation, as 
if they were of another species.*'* 
To this also, the answer very com- 
monly given, seems quite irrefraga- 
ble; that if all men were well edu- 
cated, no one would be vain of his 
acquirements, any more than any 
man is, in, this country, vain of wear- 
ing a hat; which, nevertheless, is, 
in some countries, a distinction con- 
fined to the prince; and, of course, 
an object of great vanity. Akin to 
this, IS the notion, that the educa- 
tion of the poor would be hostile to 
subordination; an argument much 
used in the present day, and mixed 
up with the "French revolution;" 
but fuiIy expounded by our Tfw<?ra- 
bU author, although without that 



addition: « When obsequiousni^s 
and mean services are required, we 
shall always observe, that they arc 
never so cheerftilly, nor so heartily 
perforoied, as from inferiours to su- 
periours; I mean inferiours, not only 
in riches and quality, but likewise 
in knowledge and understanding. A 
servant can have no unfeigned re- 
spect for his master, as soon as he 
has sense enough to find out' that he 
serves a fool. When we are to learn 
or to obey, we shall experience in 
ourselves, that the greater opinion 
w^ have of the wisdom and capacity 
of those that are either to teach or 
command us, the greater deference 
we pay to their laws and instruc- 
tions. fJo creatures submit content- 
edly to their equals; and should a 
horse know as much as k man, I 
should not desire to be his rider.^f 
But, surely, it does nbt follow, that, 
because the poor learn something, 
the rich may not learn more. Nor, 
even if it did, would there be any 
proof given, that his learning must 
needs make a poor man despise his 
equals in knowledge; for, by the aI^- 
gument, they are only put on an 
equality. However, we utterly deny 
the whole of the facts on which thi^ 
argument rests. As long as a man 
cannot live without labour, he will 
work, and no longer; whether be be 
ignorant or well informed. As long 
as servility is necessary to some 
men's livelihood, they will obey 
others who can support them. As 
long as servility is conducive to the 
fortunes, or supposed interests of 
some mien, or to their gratification, 
they will truckle and fawn to their 
superiour, we much fear, without 
inquiring exactly whether he is 
their equal in learning or abilities* 
It is truly lamentable to see how far 
a theory will carry some people. 
Had Or. Mandevilie lived in a 
cloister (we ou^ht, perhaps, rather 
to say a hermitage; or, at least, a 
convent where there was no supe- 



' Id. Ibid. 



t Id. p. 258. 
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tiour) we might have expected to 
find him alarmed lest the progress 
of learning should level the distinc- 
tions of ranki' and knowledge bear 
away their just influence from 
wealth, nobility, and power. But he 
lived in the world of squires and 
parsons; of patrons and poets; of 
dowagers and physicians; to which 
class he himself belonged; nay, he 
was bom in the country of burgo* 
masters, and passed a great part of 
his life in a land of bishops, priests, 
and deacons. But what shall we say 
of those who reecho his doctrines 
from the very centres of patronage 
and dependency ? who, having reach- 
ed the heights of society, by bowing 
down their knowledge and talents 
before wealthy ignorance and titled 
imbecility, cry out to the multitudes, 
over whose heads they have thus 
crawled, " Beware of knowledge, 
for it begets pride /*' who feeling- 
one should hope, painfully feeling—- 
how requisite to their progress ab- 
ject submissiveness Inid been, and 
how useless inere merit, all of 
a sudden, and without chang- 
ing their own humble nature to* 
vards such as are still above them, 
begin to feel, or to affect, a dread, 
lest the scattering of a little know- 
ledge should absolve men from the 
necessity qf cringing; reduce the 
€>fiice of a courtier to a sinecure; and 
pe<^e QUIT leveeSf cathedrals, and 
counting houses with Spartans, and 
Catos, and Andi^ew Marvels 1 

We lament to find Dr. Bell* 
among the followers of Mandevllle. 
We do not impute to his writings 
the intentions of that licentious au- 
thor, or the immoral tendencies of 
his works; any more than we do his 
eloquence, his wit, or his acuteness. 
But we find the same foolish aUtrin 
about the dangers of knowledge to 
society; with this further exception. 



that as Dr. Bell is friendly to. a cer^ 
tain portion of education, nay, has 
been one of the most useful promo^ 
tcrs of the new system; when he 
comes to boggle at the excess^ anil 
to draw lines of distincdon between 
reading, which is innocent,, and 
writing and arithmetick,*which ar6 
pernicious, he exposes himself to a 
charge of inconsistency^ perhaps^ 
not to be paralleled in the history of 
feebleness and bigotry; a, charge 
from which his intrepid predecessor 
is wholly free. " It is not proposed,** 
he says [p. 90, 3d ed.] « that the 
children of the poor beJ|ducatediii 
ah expensive manner, or even taught 
to write, and cipher. Utopian 
schemes \Utopian our readers will 
recollect, always mean modern^ or 
French~\ for the diffusion of general 
knowledge, would soon realize the 
fable of the belly and the other mem" 
bers of the body^ and confuse that 
distinction of ranks and. classes of 
society, on which the general weU 
fare hinges, and the happiness of the 
lower orders, no less than that of the 
higher, depends." " There is a 
risk," he afterwards adds, " of eU-^ 
voting-^ by an indiscriminate educa- 
tion, the minds ot those doomed to 
the drudgery of daily labour above 
their corjditiony and thereby render- 
ing them discontented and unhappy 
in their lot." Now, passing over the 
manifest absurdity of supposing 
that all this can arise from ivriting 
and ciphering'^ whilst from reading 
to any extent, the worthy author ap- 
prehends no danger; does he really 
think that'the influence of the belly 
over the other members, is founded 
in matter of opinion, or of fancy t 
Let him look once more into his 
Roman history (in reading there can 
be no danger; though we see now 
there may actually be some in wnV- 
ing) and he will find that he has 



* To prevent all misconception, we must add, lluitit is in no respect whatever to 
Dp- Well thut we apply the rcmaijks iu the lust par.it<rapli. lie owes his prelermcnt to 
bi» inirinsick merits, aixl to the \ms<)licit«td patrona^^'-e aithc prelate, to whom be was 
personally quite unkuown. 
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made a slip, of whicli Maiideville 

never would have been guilty. The 
limbs, puffed up with pride, mad, 
as it were, with too much leamiog^ 
mutinied against the belly. But how 
did their rebellion end ? Whyy they 
were speedily, for all their learning 
and pride, starved into implici^-ehe- 
dieuce. And, to make the b(imder 
of Dr. Be2l still more unhappy, this 
fable was expressly introduced by 
the orator for the purpose of show- 
ing the uecesaary and natural depen- 
dence of the lower on the higher 
ranks, a purpose which it effectu- 
ally served. . " Comfiarando hinc** 
says Livy, '* qtiam intesttna cQrfiorU 
^ditio similia e^eet vice filehia in fia» 
tres's Jtexifise mentea hondnum** 
{Dec. L lib. 3.] It is thus that the 
fable of the belly and the other 
members always will be realized. 
And admitting (what it seems some- 
what extravagant so constantly, to 
assume) that the natural effect of 
knowledge is folly and discontent, 
until it shall also have the effect of 
feeding the hungry and clothing the 
naked, we may feel quite secure 
against its either promoting idle* 
ness or revolt. 

To all fears of the tendency which 
the diffusion of knowledge may have 
towards injuring the character of 
mankind, one answer has often been 
given, which seems absolutely deci- 
sive. Those fears, if well founded, 
go infinitely too far. They go to 
prevent all books from being pub- 
lished; all pictures from being ex- 
hibited; all discourse from being 
held among men, without tlie pre- 
sence of the civil magistrate. Im- 
moral, or seditious books may, it is 
very true, be read by the people, if 
you teach them to read;, but, then, 
so may improper discourses be 
heard, and improper pictures gazed 
at. And unless every one of them is 
kept equally ignorant, it signifies 
nothing to restrain a few, or even 
the greater number; for one man 
may read and tell; and they who re- 
pent may make it worse; and, un- 



less every book cohtaining free dis- 
cussion is prohibited, it is of no use 
to keep the multitude on short al- 
lowance of reading; because the few 
they do read, may do all the mis- 
chief. Nay, the less a man reads, 
the more likely he is to be misled 
by plausible errours, or injured by 
unsound morality; so that what is so 
sale to the well informed, that no 
legislature could thmk of suppress- 
ing it, may, to the Ignorant, be dan- 
gerous in the extreme. And, accord- 
ingly> the evils which are now not 
unfrequently occasioned by the daily 
press, are owing entirely to the ig- 
norance of the community. 

As it is not our design^ here, to 
enter at large into a question so 
trite, and^ one should hope, so weO' 
settled as the present, we have only 
occupied ourselves in replying to 
the arguments most commonly 
urged against popular education, 
taking them where we could ^d 
them, both best stated and urged by 
a writer whom there was little dan- 
ger in attacking. We shall not de- 
tain the reader with many virords 
upon the positive benefits to be ex- 
pected from a more general diffu- 
sion of knowledge. We should al- 
most be contented to put the ques- 
tion upon one issue: Are talents 
equally distributed among the dif- 
ferent orders of the community ? or, 
is it contended that persons of a cer- 
tain yearly income engross, among 
them, all tlie natural genius of the 
human race ? We apprehend, that 
the most devoted slave of aristocra- 
cy will scarcely maintain the affirma- 
tive of the latter question. If, then, 
among two millions of persons, in 
the lower ranks, who now receive 
no education at all, there are a cer- 
tain proportion of fine understand- 
ings, utterly buried, and for ever lost 
to the world, for want of cultivation; 
would it not be worth while to give 
all that brute matter a certain de- 
gree of attention, for the bare 
chance, thati in the mass, some vein 
of exquisite lustre may be made to 
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;&hin€ in the general peli«liii}^; for 
the possibility that some '^ mute iiK* 
glorious Milton'^ may^ perchance^ 
be roused into deathless song; some 
Chatham awakened to stay the fete 
of empire; OF another Newton, to' 
raise the species itseiif in the scsde 
of universal being. Fanciful^ and 
even pueriles as the topick will, no 
doubt) seem to many of our readers) 
we cannot, by any means, > abandon 
it^ without admitting one of two 
ppsitions, both of which are unqnes*' 
tipnably absurd; either, that such 
minds are only to be found in fami* 
lies of a certain rank; or tbat^ to 
give them a chance of displaymg 
themselves, something more than 
educati(m is required. Buty to some 
readers, it will be a better defence, 
if we remind thesQ) that the very 
argument which we have just 
stated, forms the chief of the rea« 
sons urged by Dr. Paley, in support 
of a national, religious establish'* 
ment. It is, indeed, his answer to the 
main objection urged against a se- 
parate order of clergy. « We sow," 
says he \_Moral FAilosofihyy II. 308,] 
" many seeds to raise one flower. 
In order to produce a few capable," 
&c. 

To other readers, it might be more 
satisfactory, were we to enter upon 
that beaten question, of the connex- 
ion between morals and education; 
but we must confine ourselves to a 
few facts, which, being of recent 
occurrence, may be viewed as addi^ 
dons to the ample evidence already 
produced on this part of the subject. 
Mr. Raikes (whose enlightened and 
active benevolence is too well known 
to need our feeble testimony) has 
stated, that, during a period of twen- 
ty years, that is, since the first esta- 
blishment of Sunday schools at 
Gloucester, about 3000 children 
have received education there; and, 
though he has regularly visited the 
county and city jails, he only has 
met, during that period, with one 
instance of criminalUy^ in any of 
those 3000 persons. In like manner. 



Mr. Lancaster has never yet had 
occasion to learn, that any one of the 
four thousand children whom he has 
educaited at the borough school 
(though taken from the lowest class- 
es of society) has been charged, in 
a court of justice, with any offence; 
a piece of information, which, there 
is every reason to think, some of his 
enemies would have been too glad 
to communicate, had there existed 
such instance. 

We shall hereafter have (Occasion 
to consider, more particularly, some 
of the* calumnies lately vented 
against particular plans of educa- 
tion, for the most base and unworthy 
purposes. « Revolutionary** is the 
word generally resorted to by the 
meek, discerning, and pious per- 
sonages to whom we allude; but, at 
present, we have only to do with 
the similar charge brought against 
all attempts to diffuse knowledge 
among the lower orders; brought, 
too, not by such interested and con- 
temptible intriguers, but by men of 
unimpeachable character and un- 
questionable talents. There is no- 
thing in this unhappy errour more to 
be regretted, than that it lends a 
sort of countenance to the arts of 
those little souls. When a being 
like Mr. Windham was seen to 
question the advantages of know- 
ledge, from his fear of revolution 
(a fear which ail men knew to be in 
him serious and systenxatick) the 
worfd felt mortified' and humiliated; 
not because his resistance was' likely 
to retard the progress of educaiion, 
when it hadf been found so unavail- 
ing to protect the slave trade; not 
because it was afflicting to be forced 
to differ from such a man on any 
great question; nor yet because all 
the sad vicissitudes of human affairs 
offer no more humbling spectacle 
than the " fears of the brave tind 
follies of the wise;" but because a 
protection was afforded to timidity 
and weakness; a veil was thrown 
over low, selfish artifice, under 
which it might take shelter and es- 
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cape detection, while it i^orked in 
secret the gain of the few, out of 
the publick loss; a sort of ialse lus- 
tre was shed by the high natne^ the 
unsullied honour, the fin6 genius, 
and exquisite accomplishments oi 
so rare a personage, over the paltry^ 
things who were crawling, by acci- 
dent, in the same path, but whom it 
would be a sort of sacrilege to name, 
in the same page with Mr. Wind- 
ham. His fume, indeed, could not 
be contaminated by the unnatural 
association, any more than it could 
suffer by the fellowship which all 
lovers of practical corruption af- 
fected with the most illustrious ene- 
my of reform. But it is the lot of 
"fextraordinary virtue, that, though it 
jnay pass unhurt through the dark- 
ness of errour, and sojourn undefiled 
in the tabernacles of the wicked, its 
eclipses more or less benight the 
age; and its evil comnmnion lends 
strength to the arms of corruption. 

We come now to that system of 
education which forms the subject 
of the works before us. Its general 
advantages, which we brietiy stated 
in the outset of this article, are so 
vast, and so happy is the facility with 
which it may be. iutroducedinto any 
community, that its siiccesstul dif- 
fusion was, from the beginning, al- 
most certain. This has been, how- 
ever, retarded by some attempts, of 
which we are unwilling to speak 
harshly; because it is possible that 
they may have hid their origin only 
in mistaken zeal for establishments 
that were never in danger, or in a 
real blindness, to what, we think, no 
'man of understanding, who consi- 
;der* the .subject, can fail to look 
upon as the right path. 

The system was first introduced, 
into this country at least, by Joseph 
Lancaster; a man so well known to 
all our readers, that it would be im- 
pertinent to detain them with any 
praise of his universally acknow- 
ledged merits. Thus much is admit- 
ted on all hands. Whether he in- 
vented the plan himself, or only im-^ 



polled it from MftdfaSi cnr took « 
hint from that scheme, atid improv- 
ed tipon it, is an After question. Bat 
there is no one who has ever denied, 
that he was the first who established 
in England (we may say in Europe) 
a system of education, iHiereby one 
master can teach a thoirsand; er 
even k greater number of children, 
not only as well, but a great deal 
better, than they can possibly be 
taught by the old methods, and at 
an expense of less than five shB^gs 
a year for each. While he was gra- 
dually bringing this plan to perfec* 
tion, and strugglmg with the vari- 
ous difficulties which the novelty of 
his subject, and the slender amount 
of his pecuniary resources, almost 
daily opposed to his progress, his 
undertaking succeeded sufficiently 
to attract the notice of some disdn- 
guished patrons among the nobility 
and gentry of the metropolis; and, 
what was of infinitely greater mo- 
ment, on every account, he obtained 
the countenance and support of the 
royal family; the king himself^ to las 
immortal honour, standing forward 
to set the example. Had it not been 
for this most auspicious circum- 
stance, there is no sort of doubtytfaat 
an outcry ^ould have been speedily 
raised, by intrigue t>r bigotry, suffi- 
cient to have overwhelmed, in an in- 
stant, this ncieritorious person and 
his system together. For some of 
those persons, who, being^ on the 
lookout after comfortable tempo- 
ralities, have a peculiarly nice sense 
of the approach of danger to the 
spiritual concerns of the community, 
soon discovered that this plan iA 
education was fraught with the worst 
dangjcrs, both to the church and to 
religion itself. Mr. Lancaster was a 
sectary; a respected and cherished 
member of that peaceful bodf <rf 
Christians, who alone never either 
persecuted, nor fought, nor in- 
trigued, nor ruled; and who, having 
no establishment, nor, indeed, any 
order of priests, are not much in 
favour with such as delight to vaux^ 
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^Ifi^ with tbe purf » clerical functiatMs 
of Christian ministers, th^ ^njojt- 
mentof patron^e, we^th^ aiid pqw.-, 
er. I£ t3ien the fir^t qlarm was 
given, hy tb^ idea of *< the, fipor 
being taughty* a louder note was 
soon sounded^ ,>vhea it was fo^t^d 
that ^y the poor werp to be taught by 
a quaker,** A thorough sifting pf the 
plans ai|d practices of Mr. Lancas- 
ter was then performed; for the 
coi^ntenance of )Lhe sovereign pre- 
vented an outcry of " no qwajcery;^^ 
and the law was against his being 
ope^rated upon by fire. 
From this scrutiny, various charges 
were collected a^id set forth by a 
reverend lady^ who» without esiactly 
possessing the kind of talents which 
render Mrs. Hannah More and 
Miss Edge worth the envy of their 
sex, ai)yd the ornaments of their 
CQ^Qtf y* has liffpi^uestionably written 
as many volumes as both put toge- 
ther. Mrs^ Trimmer, however, 
though extremely well disposed, 
>vas not very successful; and the 
cry which she set up w^s not much 
echoed, and soon died aw^y. No 
dovibt, she exhibited, many charges 
against the system; scarcely a leaf 
of Lancaster's books was there, that 
did not te^m with the principles of 
infide^ty; or one of his practical 
methods, that did i)ot aim some 
blow at the , church, or tl^e state, 
pr the nH)rals of England. Nor 
were the blows struck feebly, or at 
random. What more deadly attack 
upon religion, than teaching chil- 
dren to read the bible, without pre- 
scribing also the gloss ^d commen- 
tary which episcopacy has sanction- 
ed? What greater injury to the 
establishment, than to instil the 
Christian religion, pure as it flows 
from the inspired penmen,, without 
conveying along with it the thirty 
nine articles of the church of En- 
gland ? What more palpable satire 
against hereditary rank and the Bri- 
tish constitution, than the practice 



^4 giwg the cbi^dpi^n of / pampers 
medals to wear about theij.' necks, 
as rewards for spelling or reading ? 
J^^y,. what lesson njiore hurtful to 
the. moral^' th^ teaching habits of 
ridicule, by allowing the boys^ to 
point qr laug;h at a sjpenly or idle 
companion, instead, pf , laying on, 
witli « truljr British y\gpu^,*» ^he 
good,*old birch of bur ancestors ? 
Will it be believe^, thaj; such al- 
luring topicks almost wholly failed ? 
Will it be credited, by those whp 
read the history of Ireland during 
the last four years, that, during the 
same period, a cry, raised by per- 
sipns both orthodox and feeble, upon 
such admirable grounds, was scarce- 
ly repeated at the moment, and if 
now almost quite forgotten? This 
phenomenon we owe to the honest 
and intrepid support which the ino- 
narch, the head of the church, gave 
to the oppressed sectary; and we 
really do, in our conscience, think 
it the brightest passage in the his- 
tory of his long and eventful reign. 
To some persons, however, the 
allurements held out by Mrs. Trim- 
mer and her brethren, proved irre- 
sistible; and, among the first to be 
Qverpowered, was Mr. Archdeacon 
Daubeny. Indeed, like other great 
steps in the progress of society, it is 
not quite well ascertained which had 
the glory of converting the others ^nd 
the future historian will probably 
inquire, with anxiety, whether the 
reverend dignitary, or the volumi- 
nous female, first sounded that 
alarm, which had so much less suc- 
cess than its merits deserved; that 
only cry of danger to the church 
which ever failed. Certain it is, that 
the archdeacon was the first 'who 
sounded it from the pulpit. This is 
what not even the reverend lady 
can contest with him. In a visitation 
charge to the clergy of his diocese,* 
he denounced Joseph Lancaster as 
an infedel and a deist; or, if not so' 
himself, as the tool of deists; and 
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his system of education as ^ deism, 
under the imposing guise of philan- 
thropy, making a covert approach 
to the fortress of Christianity, with 
a view to be admitted within her 
walls " . 

Still the ^ry did not spread. 
Somehow or other it did not answer. 
There was ** more cry than yool;** 
and the practitioners in this line 
seemed shy of touching the subject. 
Lancaster published a confession of 
faith, sufficiently ample and earnest 
to satisfy the most orthodox Chris- 
tian. The archdeacon was silent for 
a season; and there was no offence 
in Mrs. Trimmer^s mouth. The new 
system flourished more and more. 
The subscription increased daily. 
The steady patronage of the royal 
family continued to defend and to 
promote it. By the assistance of his 
friends, the financial concerns of the 
able and zealous projector were re- 
duced to order and regularity. 
Schools were established in different 
parts of the country; and tens of 
thousands of poor children were 
receiving the inestimable blessings 
of education, and acquiring regular 
habits of industry, who would other- 
wise have languished in ignorance 
and vice. The friends of ignorance 
and persecution began to suspect, 
that they had mistaken their age or 
country; or, at any rate, that they 
had not hit upon the right mode of 
attack; and, as it was obvious that 
the new system of education must 
succeed, and spread over the world, 
the only thing {hat remained was, 
to try and get the management of 
it into their own hands, whereby 
thjey might hope both to alter the 
course, and moderate the vehe- 
mence of its operation; at once to 
dole out to the lower orders that 
lower degree of knowledge which 
best fits their station, and that pe- 
culiar kind of instruction which 
most exactly suited their own inte- 
rests and opinions. The cry, there- 
fore, now became prevalent among 
tine same persons, that it was the 



province of the estabiishment to 
educate the poor; that a sectary 
could only teach sectarian^ or, at any 
rate, latatudinarian principles; and 
that, if the regular clergy did not 
take up the subject^ the church, 
perhapi the religion itself, was 
gone. But the difficulty remained 
nearly as before. The royal family 
patronized Lancaster's plan; there- 
fore, it must be attacked with infi- 
nite caution, out of delicacy to the 
royal feeling^; always amiable and 
worthy; and never more so than 
when excited by the state of^ the 
poor; but, unhappily, by some mis- 
foitune, upon this occasion, taking a 
course, upon the whole, not quite 
satisfactory. Moreover, the plan it- 
self, or something like it, would 
alone answer the universal demand 
of all ranks for a better system of 
popular education. Therefore, in or- 
der to supplant the sectary, there 
must be found a churchman; and 
the irregular, empirical scheme, 
ali*eady spreading with the ra[3idity 
of errour, and the steadiness of 
truth, must be succeeded by some 
more correct, orderly, clerical sys- 
tem, which should at once resem- 
ble it, and coincide with the esta- 
blishment. By this means^ the pro- 
gress of the successful plan might 
be stopt; its misguided adherents 
reclaimed from their errours; and 
the royal patronage itself (the grand 
difficulty through the whole busi- 
ness) be either withdrawn and trans- 
ferred to the regular establishment; 
(>r, at any rate, divided and weak- 
ened. 

It happened, most fortunately for 
this design, that, about the period al- 
luded to, the archbishop of Canter- 
bury should have extended his pa- 
tronage to Dr. Bell, whom he had 
called from his retirement at Swan- 
age, to superintend a charity school; 
and that the bishop of Durham still 
more munificently bestowed upon 
that gentleman a valuable prefer- 
ment in his diocese, with the super- 
intendance of a similar ^stabUsh- 
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ment for education. The resem- 
blance originally perceived between 
Dr. Bell's mode of teaching, and 
Mr. Lancaster's, would have been 
sufficient foundation for the attempt 
which we are considering; but .that 
resemblance had' been greatly in- 
creased during the time which had 
elapsed since the first publication of 
the method. It becomes necessary, 
then, that we should here jtake up 
the history of Dr. Bell's method,' 
from the beginning, to the period 
when it was so fortunate as to at- 
tract the notice of the distinguished 
prelates, vho are now, to their great 
honour, its avowed protectors. 

In the year 1789, Dr. Bell, then a 
chaplain in the East India company, 
undertook the management of a 
charity school, established at Ma- 
dras, under the name of the Male 
Asylum. Beside himself, there were 
three, and afterwards four masters; 
but it appears that one of these was 
employed in superintending the 
boys when out of school. In their 
' address of thanks to him, however, 
presented at his departure, they all 
call themselves both masters and 
teachers. The number of boys first 
admitted was smaller; but they 
amounted to two hundred, when Dr. 
Bell quitted the situation, in 1796. 

Previous to the commencement 
of his superintendance, Dr. Bell 
had frequently observed the great 
advantages attending the mode of 
teaching by writing in sand, prac- 
tised, from time immemorial, in all 
the native schools of Malabar. He^ 
was, therefore, resolved to adopt 
this practice in the asylum; but he 
met with many difficulties from the 
confirmed habits of his teachers, 
who were grown up men. He, there- 
fore, had recourse to the plan of 
teaching the elder boys,, whose ha- 
bits and prejudices were easier 
overcome, and whom he could thus 
qualify to act as instructors to the 
rest. In adopting this expedient, he 
only did, systematically, what is 
more or less done in almost all 



scho<il» in Europe; and, in some, 
very regularly. Mr. Fox |^p. 1 1] has 
given, as an instance, the economy 
of a school at Tooting, where, he 
was himself taught; but it is mani- 
fest, both that Dr. Bell's method 
was more entire amL systematick, 
and that he niade use of the boys, 
. instead of adult teachers, . with a 
view to overcome a specifick diffi- 
culty, viz. the prejudices of the lat- 
ter against the sandwriting, and 
their unfitness to introduce it. There 
can be no doubt, then, that we owe 
a great improvement in. education 
to Dr. Bell; because, even if he had 
only combined together two me- 
thods quite well known before, in 
their separate state, for the purpose 
of gaining a new object, h^ would 
have been fully entitled to the praise 
of invention. He did more; he im- 
proved one of those methods, and 
made it regular and systematick, 
for the sake of applying the other 
to his object; nor is it of any impor- 
tance, that the consequences of this 
improvement have been far greater 
and more extensive than he appears 
to have had any niption of; and that 
. the mere possibility of introducing 
sandwriting is now the smallest part 
of the benefit derived from the 
mode of teaching by means of the 
boys themselves. Were such objec- 
tions as this admitted . to weigh 
against the /claims of an inventor, 
wc should soon cease to use th^ 
word; unless the human faculties 
were, indeed, incalculably augme<it- 
ed. Nor was the ingenious and wor- 
thy author unaware of the real uses 
of this method. 1 he title of his first 
publicutipn upon the subject, in 
1797, is: "An Experiment in Edu- 
cation, made at the Male Asylum of 
Madras, suggesting a system by 
Huhich a school or family may teach 
itself^ under the superintendance of 
the master or parent. 

This being the foundation of the 
plan, whereof the sandwriting may 
now be said merely to constitute one 
of the additional details, or partial 
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ohd accidental improvements; ano- 
ther, and, as far as we can perceive, 
either in the writings of Dr. Bell, or 
his friend sir Thohias Bernard, only 
another improvement of a similar 
description, was added by Dr. Bell. 
He introduced a mode of reading 
dnd pronouncing by syllables, in- 
stead of the common way; thus 
teaching spelling with great addi- 
tional ease and accuracy. Having in- 
structed his elder boys in this, as 
well as the sand writing, they were 
found perfectly capable of commu- 
nicating it to the rest of the school. 
Vai'idus other branches of know- 
ledge, as writing, arithmetick, gram- 
mar, bookkeeping, geometry, &c. 
"were all taught in the common way. 
The school prospered under Dr. 
Bell's management; and so greatly 
did some of the pupils advance in 
their learning, that one of them ex- 
hibited philosophical experiments 
before Tippoo Sultaun, with much 
success. In 1797, Dr. Bell returned 
to England, published the pamphlet 
above alluded to, and then retired 
into the Country; where he resided 
upon an obscure* living at Swanage. 
The tract excited little or no atten- 
tion; and he appears to have done 
absolutely nothing in relation to tlie 
subject, for about eight years there- 
aifter. 

In 1798, Joseph Lancaster began 
t-o exercise the honourable profes- 
sion of a schoolmaster; and, if we 
are to give the same credit to his 
afccount, which we have given to 
Dr. Beirs, in the preceding pages, 
•^e must add, that he never saw Dr. 
Bell's publication until the year 
1800. His plan was, from the begin- 
ning, to teach reading, writing, and 
arithmetick, to .the children of the 
lower orders, at about half the usual 
price. Many not being able to pay, 
even at this reduced rate, he taught 
them for nothing; and his charities 
and his labours coming to the know- 
ledge of some more opulent mem- 
bers of society, a subscription was 
commenced; and, in 1801, he ven- 



tured, with considerable actual sa- 
crifices, and some additional risks, 
to convert his seminary wholly into 
a free school. It is manifest, from 
this simple statement, for the accu- 
^ racy of which, many beside Mr. Lan- 
caster can vouch, that the nisiture of 
his design, at the very first, turned 
his attention to every thing which 
might economize money and labour. 
If a man were placed in such cir- 
cumstances, what more obvious 
means could present themselves, 
than to save the first great expense 
of schoolmasters' salaries, by a more 
rigid adherence than is usual, to a 
practice in some degree prevalent 
in all schools; the employment of 
the elder boys to assist m teaching. 
Putting out of the question oiir re- 
gard for Mr. Lancaster's veracity 
(which is, nevertheless implicit^ we 
cannot imagine that it requirea the 
assistance of Dr. Bell's pamphlet to 
give this hint to a man intent on 
such objects, and who had, himself, 
been educated at a school where th^ 
same thing, though in a more im- 
perfect manner, had been tried. 
« That school, we are infoimed, 
[Fox, p. 13] was organized, on the 
plan of division into classes, each 
being superintended by a monitor." 
The next great expense of a 
school arises from the consumption 
of books, and materials for writing. 
To save, or greatly to diminish this 
cost, Mr. Lancaster introduced the 
admirable method of making a num- 
ber of boys read from the same les- 
son, printed in large cliaracters, 
and suspended on the wall; and the 
no less useful substitute, of slates 
for paper; whereby, not only the 
waste of that expensive article is 
saved, but any number of boys are 
enabled to spell and write the same 
word, at the same time, without the 
possibility of one being idle, while 
another is at work; or rather, as in 
the ordinary modes of education, of 
nineteen being idle, while one is 
employed. The same degree of 
alertness is kept up by the method 
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of reading) as it were, altogether; 
which, requiring the failure of one 
boy to be corrected by the next, for 
the sake of taking* his place, pre* 
vents the possibility of idleness or 
inattention. 

It is further evident, that no mo- 
dification of the old division of 
classes, with monitors to each, not 
even when reduced to a system, as 
in Dr. Bell's scheme, can supply 
the want of masters for any thing 
but the simple operations of read- 
ing and writing. If Dr. Bell, for ex- 
ample, were called upon to make 
his monitors teach their boys arith- 
metick, he could only have done it, 
by himself teaching each monitor to 
cypher in the ordinary way. In- 
deed, when sir Thomas Bernard 
comes to this part of the subject 
(for, with the amiable solicitude of 
a friend, he would have the multi- 
plication table itself to fonn a part 
t)f the Madras system) we find that 
Dr. Bell's scholars are taught to 
^cypher by being examined repeat- 
edly in the tables of the four funda- 
rtiental rules of arithmetick [p. 58] 
which is precisely the common way 
qf teaching that science. Here, there- 
fore, was a great step to make; and 
Mr. Lancaster has made it. He has 
laid down a method, whereby read- 
ing alone is rendered sufficient to 
make any one teach; he says, arith- 
metick; we add, every thing; for we 
see no one science which may not 
be taught in the same way. But we 
take Mr. Lancaster's instance of 
arithmetick. The invention is as 
simple as it is efficacious; it consists 
in giving to one boy, who can ^ead, 
a written or printed particular (if we 
may so speak) of the operation in 
C5rphering which is to be performed, 
and making him distinctly read 
over to any number of boys, fur- 
nished with slates, the words and 
figures given to him. Thus the les- 
son is to be in addition — 234 
56r 

SQl, . 



and in order to teach thki lesson te 
thirty boys, one of whom can rea4» 
and the other twenty nine cat> write 
the nine figures, and understand no* 
tation, a key is given to the reader, 
consisting of the following words: 
«« pirst column. 7 and^4 are 1 1; set 
down 1 under the 7, and cany 1 to 
the next. Second column: 6 and 3 
are 9, and 1 I caVried are 10; set 
down and carry 1 to the next. 
Third column: 5 and 3 are 7, and I 
I carried are 8. Total, in figures, 
801. Total, in words, eight hundred 
and one." After each boy has writ- 
ten the two lines, 334, and 567, one 
under the other, the reader takes 
the above key, and reads it audibly; 
while each of the twenty «>nine obey 
it, by writing down as it direct?; 
Each boy also reads over the sum 
total, after the reader has finished; 
and he then inspects the slates, one 
after another. The whole are thus 
kept perpetually awake; and by re- 
peated lessons of the same kind, the 
rule required is fixed in their minds. 
It is manifest, that^ny rule in alge- 
bra tnay be communicated by the 
same process; from the simplest to 
the most intricate and refined; from 
the addition of two quantities, to the 
methods of infinite series and flu- 
ents. Every part of geometrical sci- 
ence may be taught by similar 
means; from the first proposition in 
Euclid, to the sublime theorems of 
Newton and Laplace. It only re- 
quires that a form of notation, bor- 
rowed from the algebraick calculus, 
should first be agreed upon. In like 
manner, whatever branches of natu- 
ral philosophy admit of a symbolical 
notation, as the whole of the mixed 
mathematicks, and, in general, th« 
application of th6 sciences of num- 
ber and quantity to experiment, are 
all capable of being communicated 
by a person ignorant of them, but 
able to read, to as manjr others as 
can hear the sound of his voice at 
once. By a few simple additions to 
this machinery, the method may bp 
made to embrace even oth^r branch- 
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eB of kntowledge; and, in short, we 
do not hesitate to assert, that it is 
applicable, or may soon be applied, 
to the whole circle of human know- 
ledge. Observe, too, that all this 
instruction costs exactly the value 
of the single book, or key, used by 
the reader; the slates of the other 
boys, together with the rent of the 
schoolroom. This method may, 
therefore, most truly be pronounced 
a capital discovery, in every point 
of view; and we have little doubt 
that it will speedily be extended 
from the sciences to the arts, which 
seem all to admit of being taught 
upon similar principles. 

Passing over the system of rewards 
and punishments, which Mr Lan- 
caster has devised, as it appears to 
us with a thorough knowledge of 
his subject; the nature of children; 
derived as much from long expe- 
rience as from just and even philo- 
sophical reasoning; we shall only 
further notice the system of disci- 
pline which he superadded to his 
other grand imftrovements. Where 
a school of one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty boys is placed under 
the tuition of four or five masters, 
there is no great danger of disor- 
der; even on the old plan of instruc- 
tion, where only one boy in twenty 
or thirty is employed at a time; still 
less in the new system, where, in- 
stead of so many yawning or whis- 
pering little animals, we see nothing 
but attention and animation, and 
hear only the buz of industry. But 
where a single master was to be set 
over the same number of boys; and 
still more where the number was to 
be increased to eight hundred or 
one thousand, a discipline behoved 
to be introduced which should ena- 
ble his authority to reach all over 
the body, and supply the want of 
actual inspection. A system atick ar- 
rangement of labour was likewise 
necessary, wher^ classes were obli- 
ged to shift about from place to 
place, in order to use the same print- 
ed lessons; and change from task to 



task, in order to make use of the 
same materials. Into the details of 
these matters we cannot^ of course, 
now enter; but it may be enough to 
state, in general, that the object is 
attained by applying to a school the 
organization of a regiment, and its 
evolutions, under the word of com- 
mand. Nor shall we want a witness 
to vouch for its perfect success in 
securing the order and regularity of 
the operations, if the reader should 
happen to have seen any one of the 
various seminaries now established 
on Mr. Lancaster's piinciples, and, 
for the most part, under his super- 
intendance; or that of the many 
schoolmastera whom he has already- 
educated. 

Early in the year 1803, Mr. Lan- 
caster published the first edition <^ 
his book, containing a very modest, 
natural, and intelligible accountof 
the improvements in education, 
which we have been tracing; with 
the exception of the greatest of them 
all, however; the method of teach- 
ing arithmetick, which he had not 
then completed. An account of it 
was given in his seccmd edition, pub- 
lished about the end of the same 
year. The number of his scholars 
had increased to above three hun- 
dred; and in 1805, when he publish- 
ed his third edition, he announced, 
that seven hundred boys were ac- 
tually taught for 260/. at his school, 
which, with a very small additional 
expense, he intended to fit for the 
reception of one thousand. The 
whole expense of educating this 
large number, he estimated at no 
mot^ than 300/. and an establish- 
metit had likewise been begun, for 
the education of schoolmasters, who 
might carry his methods into every 
part of the country. In the account 
of his plan, which Mr. Lancaster 
delivered in these publications, he 
gratefully acknowledged his obliga- 
tions to Dr. Bell, both for the me- 
thod of sandwriting and of syllabick 
spelling, or the study of spelling; 
claiming, however, fdr himself, the 
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peculiar mode of teaching spellings 
>vhich we hav€^ already described. 
He also represents the Madras ex?> 
periment as, in its fundamental 
principle^ similar to his own method 
of teaching by monitors; which, how- 
ever, he seems not to have consider* 
ed as peculiar to either of the new 
plans, but to have been borrowed, 
with little variation, from ther old 
schools. 

After the publication of the third 
edition, and when not only all Mr. 
Lancaster's improvements had been 
completed, and fully detailed to the 
wprld by his own hand, but also 
practically exhibited on a very large 
f^cale in his schools, Dr. Bell pub- 
lished a second edition of his pam- 
phlet, in sqme respects greatly en- 
larged; but omitting several very 
material documents, which the first 
had contained. For example: the 
letter of thanks addressed to him by 
tl^eibur masters of the Male Asylum^ 
and in which they «.^escribe them- 
selves as teachers^ is left out in the 
second edition. Such an omission, 
we acknowledge, is unfortunate, be- 
cause it great iy benefits the argu- 
ment of Dr. Bell and his friends, 
who have attempted to show, that 
these men were not exactly teach- 
ers. Indeed, the second edition 
makes no mention whatever of those 
masters; and, .suppressing a table of 
the school which had been given in 
the first, it substitutes an arrange- 
ment closely resembling that of Mr. 
Lancaster, already both described 
in print, and exemplified in most 
successful practice. In ' 1807, the 
doctor published a third edition, 
with more omissions of the same 
kind, and so many additions, that 
the original forty eight pages had 
now swelled into one hundred and 
fourteen, notwithstanding all that 
he had suppressed. As a specimen 
of the additions, we may mention a 
chapter on the union of schools of 
industry, with schools of instruc- 
tion; a topick which had occupied 
no less ;|j|an thirty four pages of. 



^x. Lancaster's work. He also 
makes mention of slates and spell- 
ing cards, to which no allusion 
whatever can be found in the two 
first editions. Mr. Fox now publish- 
ed his « Comfiarativei Ticw," and 
took notice of those alterations; and, 
soon after, in 1809, Dr. Bell- pub- 
lished a fourth edition, consisting 
of 348 pages, in which he restores 
the passages and documents sup- 
pressed in the two former editions; 
and adds a variety of views, whiclv 
we can scarcely conceive that he 
should not have taken from Mr. 
Lancaster. It may suffice to say, 
that he, for the first time, extols the 
economy of the Madras plan or sys- 
tem; and recommends it as well 
adapted to the education of the 
lower orders; with the exception al- 
ready commented upon, of writing 
and cyphering, which he is afraid to 
trust them with. The assertions^ 
that, by his system, one master can 
teach one thousand boys; and that it 
can afford instruction at the rate of 
10«. Ts. or 4*. according to the num- 
ber; assertions, which, at the time 
he wrote them, Lancaster had fully 
proved, by actually teaching eleven 
hundred at that rate; but which the 
Madras plan, as originally describ- 
ed, was utterly inadequate to exem- 
plify. These assertions form a very- 
remarkable feature in the improve- 
ments, we regret to say the unac- 
knowledged and unnoticed improve- 
ments, which Dr. Bell's pamphlet 
has, in its progress to the state of a 
book, derived from the writings and 
the teaching of Joseph Lancaster. • 
We are here upon ground which 
comprises the very gist of the con- 
troversy, into which we are forced* 
so much against our inclination. 
And as, from the same ground, con- 
clusions will spring, of more gene- 
ral importance than tl\e comparative 
merits of the two individuals, we 
must stop the reader upon it for a 
moment longer. First, as to the 
number of masters; it seems vain to 
deny that .Mr. Lan.caster*s school 
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was the ^ only oncj before 1806, in 
which a 9ingie master taught even 
so many as t^o hundred boys. The 
Madras school had Dr. Bell to su« 
perintend; a schoolmaster; and three 
assistant masters. How, then, can 
we allow Dr. Bell and sir Thomas 
Bernard to discover, now, tliat those 
men had nothing to do with the 
school, when, in 1797, Dr Bell par- 
ticularized one of them [R. Taylor] 
as having " a general charge in one 
qf the school rooma;^^ and anotlier 
[F. Johnson] as " the schoolmaatcr 
Viho had a general charge;^ when 
they all four, in their letter of 
thanks, describe themselves to be 
« emfiloijed as teachers;^* and when 
he, in his answer, treats them all 
four as " the masters of the Male 
Asylum;" putting on the same foot- 
ing, the three assistants and the per- 
son whom he allowed to be a school- 
master properly so called: It is not 
exactly one of Mr. Lancaster's im- 
provements, that he, even for a body 
of one thousand boys, requires no 
one to act like R. Taylor, who has " a 
general charge in one of the school 
rooms V* And is not the power of 
dispensing with R. Taylor, that 
which enables Mr. Lancaster to 
boasty that one master can educate 
one thousand children ? Dr. Bell is 
exactly m the situation in which 
Mr. Lancaster would have been, 
had he made this boast; challenged an 
examination; and allowed us unwa- 
rily to discover U. Taylor behind 
the door, when )ve went to see whe- 
ther his pretensions were well 
founded. lie must abide by his Ma- 
dras school, anci be tried by his fi rst 
edition. 

Then, as to the grand point of 
economy, which is, in truth, every 
thing in this inquiry; but is only now 
brought forward by Dr. Bell, and not 
even now considered as of primary 
importance by his friend sir Thomas 
Bernard; it appears that, at Madras, 
three of the masters had thirty pa- 
godas a month; and there was ano- 
ther, whose salary is not mentioned; 



but, take the medium of teM pagodas 
for each, and we have (at 8«. the 
pagoda] 16/. a month, or 192/. a 
year. But Dr. Bell was there, like- 
wise, much in the manner in which 
Mr. Lancaster is in the borough 
school; and, although he states that 
he declined all pecuniary recons- 
pense in India, Mr. Fox [p. 41] in- 
forms us, that in July, 1797, after 
his return to England, the East In- 
dia Company settled 200/. a year 
upon him as a . compensation w for 
his having given up) while at Ma- 
dras, the remuneratiqn of 480/. a 
year, to which he was entitled for 
attending the Male A&ylum School." 
This tallies singularly with the state- 
ment of Dr. Bell m his first edition, 
that the highest salary of a school- 
master, on the old plan, would be 
100 pagodas a month; for this makes 
exactly the odd sum of 480/. a year. 
No doubt, then, this was the calcu- 
lation of Dr. Bell's natural salary; 
and they who ^now the honourable 
company, and their servants at the 
presidencies, will have as litde 
doubt that ai^ office of this value has 
not been suffered to expire for want 
of occupants. Here, then, we have, 
in masters* salaries, to begin with, 
672/. a year; to which must be add- 
ed, the rent, and other expenses of 
a schoolroom. Furthermore, a sum 
must be set apart for books, writbg 
materials, and rewards; aJl of which, 
are, even in the last stage of im- 
provement, to which Dr. Bell has 
brought his plan, viz. in his last 
edition, out of all comparison, more 
costly than in Mr. Lancaster's sys- 
tem. Each child must have all 
the books used, to the number of , 
fourteen or fifteen, and must use ] 
paper, pen, and ink from the begin- | 
ning of his writing; and the rewards, 
consisting of so much money by. the 
week, to monitors and boys who ex- 
cel in each class, amount, as we 
have calculated from sir T. Ber- 
nard's account of the Barrington 
school, to 38/. a year for two hun- 
dred boys. It is imposss^e to estir 
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mate the books and paper on this 
plan at less than 100/. a year, being 
lOs, a boy; so that 900/. must be re- 
quired to clear all expenses. But, 
call it only 800/. which is allowing 
nothing for rent and other expenses 
of the room; the result is, that Dr. 
Bell's plan educates the children of 
Ihe poor at four pounds a head by 
the year, which is three times as 
much as the expense of the first 
grainmar school in Scotland; and, 
instead of being a very cheap, turns 
out to be a very costly education. 
Naj^, were we to deduct the super- 
intendant's salary, the expense 
would be, allowing only 50/. for the 
room, 380/. or 38*. a head, which is 
half as touch again as the High 
School of this city. In truth, the 
wajit of economy is inherent in Dr. 
Beirs system; even in its latest state 
of improvement; for many of the ex- 
penses increase exactly with the 
number taught. Thus rewards, 
books, and writing materials, form 
a. large item for each boy, not less 
than 14 or 15*. at the lowest com- 
putation; and the proportion is the 
same in a school of one thousand, 
and in one of one hundred. The 
,beauty of.Mi\ Lancaster's principle 
is, that it diminishes this, like every 
other expense of education, in pro- 
portion as the numbers taught are 
increased; while, even to tlie small- 
est schools, it brings those charges 
far below the estimates of the other 
scheme. Of this, even sir Thomas 
Bernard seems to have been sensi- 
ble; for, he says [p. 101] « Upon the 
last article, the economy of a school^ 
Mr. Lancaster is above all praise. 
In this respect, he will be found to 
surpass Dr. Bell, even when the 



misconceptions which have been 
entertained by some persons, re- 
specting his Madras school, shall 
have been entirely done away;" an 
admission, which, like moat of his 
valuable tract, does much honour to 
the worthy baronet's candour; though 
we lament, that he should have, 
from an oversight, added a few 
words, rather underrating the point 
of economy, in which, truly, the 
whole, or nearly the whole, ques- 
tion between the two plans lies, and 
the whole, or Aearly the whole, me- 
rit of either, as compared with the 
old system, is comprised.* 

We have now only to resume the 
history of the two plans, in order to 
complete this compai'ative view, 
both of their several merits, and of 
the grounds upon which the two in- 
ventors assert their claims to origi- 
nality. And, to say the truth, our 
preference of Mr. Lancaster to Dr. 
Bell (since we are compelled to 
contrast men who ought always to 
have been regarded as fellow labour- 
ers, and not as rivals) rests, if pos-- 
sible, yet more confidently upon the 
material points already established. 

It has already been observed, that 
Dr. Bell retired to a distant part of 
the countiy, as soon as his pamphlet 
was published. There he remained 
occupied with the sacred duties of 
his profession, and, for above eight 
years, appears to have done nothing 
towards carrying the Madras me- 
thod into practice. He drops a hint 
once about a Sunday school in his 
parish; but, had it contained any ex- 
emplification of his principles, he 
would, no doubt, have described that 
institution. In the end of Decem- 
ber, 1806, we are informed^ that, 



• In another passag-e of his work, sip Thomas repeats the same inaccuracy, rather 
more in detail. He objects to Mr. Lancaster's method of rtialdng* one book serve for 
the whole school; and gives us his reason, that a book is a gratification to a child. It 
is," says he, " property to them; it is a crown and a sceptre to them." [p. 94] forget- 
ting* that the question is, whether the child can afibrd to have the ci'owji and sceptre. 
And as for the assertiou which follows, that 20a. a year will supply books to a wholf^ 
school of 100 boys; it proceeds on the assumption, that only one little book shall bo 
II. seel, andtJKit, at the price at which a religious society distributes, it from a pecyiViu?.' 
fund. 

Vol, v. 2 R 
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one month before, a school on his 
plan..hacl been begun at Swanage; 
and this is the first and the last 
time that we hear of it. Afterwards, 
he I'efers lis to two other schools on 
his principjes, as instances of their 
application to practice. But one of 
these, the Mavy-le-bone, seminary, 
was visited by Mr, Fox; and he 
found, to his no small surprise, that 
this school had been organized by 
Mr, JLancatster^ on his otvn firinci' 
plesy and that a vot^ of thanks to 
him, on that account, had been 
passed by the subscribers, the wor- 
thy dean of Westminster being in 
the chair; the other, at Whitechapel, 
was then just set on foot. The Bar- 
rington school, very recently esta- 
blished, under Dr. Bell's immediate 
superintendance (for he enjoys a 
large salary as master of Sherborne 
hospital, and has, we are informed, 
no other occupation than the care 
of the school*) educates, or is in- 
tended to educate, 120 boys. 

Such have been the actual, prac- 
tical exertions of Dr. Bell to propa- 
gate the system of popular educa- 
tion. He did nothing till Mr. Lan- 
caster's schools were bestowing 
education on thousands; were known 
by reputation every where;, and ad- 
mitted, by all'who saw them, to be 
a completely successful experiment 
on a very large scale. He then be- 
gan to establish some seminaries on 
the Madras plan; and, in five years, 
he has set a going three, one of 
which we know nothing about, ex- 
cept that, when it was a month old, 
we were told it had been begun; 
another of which is still in its first 
infancy^; and is supported by every 
sort of costly patronage and gratui- 
tous 'endov/ment;t and the whole of 
which put together, do not profess 



to educate more boys than one of 
Lancaster's schools used to do, be- 
fore he, had extended his subscrip- 
tion, and enlarged his plan in 1 805. 
During the same five years, Mr. 
Lancaster's system has been ad- 
vancing with the steadiness derived 
from the firm construction of all its 
parts, and their artist-like combina- 
tion. He devised the principles, and 
executed the mechanism with his 
own hand; and the invention derives 
a vast portion of its merits from the 
master having shown all mankind 
how he himself uses it. By his inde- 
fatigable activity, he has trained 
numberless persons fit to carry the 
practical benefits of his discovery 
over the whole world; and he has 
made the tour of nearly the whole 
island, every where exciting the 
friends of humanity to cooperate 
with his honest zeal, and establish- 
ing, by their means, in all parts of 
the country, seminaries, which may 
at once educate the poor in their 
immediate neighbourhood, and serve 
as patterns for the imitation of other 
districts, but which all the pam- 
phlets that could be printed would 
never have founded, nor even en- 
couraged men to attempt, without 
the marvellous stimulus communi- 
cated by an able and accomplished 
enthusiast, and the well grounded 
confidence inspired by having the 
actual inventor for a fellow laboYir- 
er. Had Dr. Bell's plan been pub- 
lished twenty years ago, in its last 
and most perfect form; nay, had it 
even coincided entirely with the 
other, and had no man but he, alone, 
evef pretended to any invention of 
methods, or discovery of principles; 
if, in such circumstances, we were 
now called upon to say who founded 
the new system of education, and to 



* It is a painful, but necessary part of all controversies, that the disputants must be 
ever putting the bystanders on their guard ag-ainst listening to undue insinuations. 
We, therefore, desire, once more, to have it understood, that we view the preference 
bestowed on Dr. Bell as equally honourable to his patron and himself. 

t There are houses and gardens at the Barring^on school, for a number of boysy on 
a foundation; and a perpetual provision made for this, by the munificence of the light 
reverend founder. 
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record, for the veneration of poste- 
rity, the man who had made the 
blessings of knowledge as common 
as the light of the sun, wd could 
not cast our eye for one moment 
over the last fact that has been un- 
folded, without pronouncing the 
jname of Joseph Lancaster. 

We deeply regret to find, that 
Dr. Bell has not had the prudence 
and good sense (we say nothing of 
generosity or courage) to allow this 
simple minded and most deserving 
man, a merit which he cannot, by 
any stretch of self complacency, 
pretend to dispute with him. And 
herein lies the charge, which, we 
are unwillingly compelled to admit, 
has sunk most in our minds against 
that reverend person. We could 
have pardoned the senseless distinc- 
tion between teaching writing ajid 
reading, and passed over the alarm, 
lest the minds of the lower orders, 
« nvho are doomed to the drudgery of 
daily labour^* should be too much 
elevated by instruction. In favour of 
so considerable a benefactor of so-p* 
ciety, we could have done a little 
violence to our suspicious habits; 
and imputed such doctrines to sin- 
cere, though groundless fears, and 
to the remains of narrow minded 
notions. We could have exercised a 
similar charity towards his most lu- 
dicrous rant about " throwing aside 
the hornbook of our aficestors/* and 
refrained, or endeavoured to refrain 
from tracing, in the various insinua- 
tions against liberal opinions, which 
his writings contain, a fellowship of 
feeling, -if not of motives, with the 
JDaubenies, the Trimmers, and the 
Sprys. But when we find Dr. Bell 
printing book after book, to explain 
his system; years and years after 
Mr. Lancaster had, by the most un- 
Mrearied exertions, we will only say 
of bodily labour, succeeded com- 
pletely in carrying every one princi- 
ple of that scheme into compute 



practical effect^ and in spreading the 
beneficial use ; nt over the whole , 
island; and when, in those books, 
Dr. Bell does not even make men- 
tion of Mr. Lancaster;* offers him 
no acknowledgment for his corpo- 
real fatigues (we go no further) 
tenders him no thanks for having, 
we will call it, taken the trouble of 
adopting and disseminating his doc- 
trines; presents to him no gratula- 
tions upon the unhoped for success 
which had attended his preaching 
and his practice of those doctrines; 
nay, deigns not even to record the 
fact, so important to his oivn fame^ 
that the Madras system had won- 
derfully prospered in England, un- 
der the management of one Joseph . 
Lancaster (need we clear our posi- 
tion by SLXiy further admissions r ia7i 
we strip the one man any closer, in 
order to try the other*s conduct, and 
scrutinize his motives ?) truly this 
silence is too unnatural even to be 
mysterious, and, in our ears, do all 
we can to shut them, to stop them 
up with the remembrance of the 
man's former merits, it loudly rings 
a distinct charge against the reve- 
rend gentleman, of pitiful jealousy to- 
wards one whom he may be desirous 
of thinking his imitator, but towards 
whom he. thus betrays the feelings 
of a disappointed rival. But if the 
jealousy be denied, then it is time to 
infer a still graver accusation; for, 
in that case, Dr. Bell must be consi- 
dered as leagued in most unnatural 
union with the combination of bigots 
and timeservers, against one of the 
greatest benefactors of his species. 
The effonts of that combination 
were, as we before observed, most 
unfortunately aided by the accident 
of Dr. Beirs right reverend pi^tron's 
calling him from his retirement to ^ 
bring forward his claims to origi- 
nality, and to assist in the establish- 
ment of schools. The clamour which 
had gone forth partially, and with 



* Unless, indeed, at the foot o{*on<^ pnj^ <;, whore hr alludes to his panlpMet, m onljer 
to speak sli^htinij^ly of it. 
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little Success, against Mr. Lancaster, 
was now renewed, under the form 
of ascribing all the merit to Dr. 
Bell; lavishly applauding his me- 
thod, and decrying his competitor's. 
The attempt, however, to obstruct 
Mr. Lancaster's course, failed so 
signally, that we shall spare our- 
selves the trouble of again alluding 
to the facts. The royal and noble 
patronage* still stood in the way of 
any very gross violations of decency 
towards his principles and charac- 
ter, and whatsoever was to be thrown 
out against the tendency of his sys- 
tem, or against his motives, behoved 
to be guardedly conveyed by insinu- 
ation, rather than launched in the 
common shape of a cry. Mr. Lan- 
caster was stigmatized as a quaker; 
the tenets of that innocent and ami- 
able sect were abused; and then, in 
order to heighten the charge against 
Mr. Lancaster, at the expense of 
consistency, as well as truth, he was 
said to be a person whom his sect 
renounced. But the expected suc- 
cess of Dr. Bell's plan, from the 
patronage he had recently met with, 
soon gave a new turn and a bolder 
form to the argument; and the 
watchmen of the church (as these 
unquiet persons are fond of calling 
themselves) now openly sounded the 
alarni of danger to .the estahlish- 
ment, from the system of the man 
Avhom the royal head of the church 
had graciously deemed worthy of 
his peculiar favour and protection. 



The archdeacon Daubeny once 
more ascended the pulpit, and raised 
again, within the walls of St. Paul's, 
that voice of persecution, with 
which he had made Sarum echo. 
He warned his brethren to be on 
their guard against "the projected 
improvements in the education of 
the poor." He accused Mr. Lancas* 
ter of excluding from his plan tlie 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel. 
The plan itself, he stigmatized, as 
« calculated to answer no one pur- 
pose, so much, as that of amalga- 
mating the great body of the peo- 
ple into one great, deisfAcal cant' 
pound;" and he designated Mr. 
Lancaster as one, who, in these 
« days of rebuke and blasphemy," 
had become the author of « a de- 
ceitful institution, the whole secret 
of which, for the fiurfiose of neutral- 
ising the effect of all established 
opinions," consisted in teaching 
" the rejection of all peculiar tenets," 
and the adoption of " a kind oi fihi- 
losophical deism;** an institution 
"which called to mind the crafty 
design of the afiostate Julian to con- 
found Christianity, by encoaraging 
dissension, as the best means (rf 
gradually extirpating the name of 
Christ from the earth." Finally, this 
reverend person plainly stated, that 
the " archdeceiver" himself (mean- 
ing, as we conjecture, not Buona- 
parte, but only Satan) had an interest 
in the new system of education, 
inasmuch as this " industrious pro- 



• To enumerate the distingnislied persons who have publickly given their support to 
Ml*. Lancaster and Itis system, would take up far more room than we can now spare 
for this subject. Yet we cannot deny ourselves the gratification of recording, upon 
such an occasion, the name of the right reverend Dr. H, Bathurst, bishop of Norwich, 
who, to the many pi-oofs of liberality, of mild and intrepid philanthropy wluch his 
pastoral life affords, has lately added that of a publick sermon in favour of Joseph 
Lancifeter, and his plan of education. In Scotland, we are proud to say that it has 
hitherto met with no opposition from any party in our church; and that the established 
clergy in c^eneral liave indicated a laudable zeal for its universal adoption. One clergy- 
man, indeed, not of the establishment, and not the most esteemed of the very respect- 
able communion to which he bolong's, has emulated, as we understand, the archdea- 
con Duubeny, and made the pulpit the vehicle of his calumnies against Lancaster. As 
we do not apprehend any great mischief from his exertions, we have no wish that he 
siioiiklbe made to expiate this, as he has expiated oilitv calumnies. 
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moter of heresy would not fail to 
turn it to " the promotion of infi- 
delity."* 

Let us hope that such topicks 
failed altogether of success. Never- 
theless, it caiinot be denied, that one 
charge is mixed up with them, 
which has attracted the notice of a 
few among the more worthy and 
rational portion of the churchmen^ 
a charge, which, we grieve to say, 
for a shoit season, had some influ- 
ence in creating alarm against the 
new system. This accusation re- 
solves itself into a single point. Mr. 
Lancaster teaches no particular reli- 
gious articles. To which the plain 
answer always has been, that he 
teaches readings writings and arith' 
metick, Hc gives his pupils a key, 
by which they may unlock all the 
stores of sacred knowledge. But, 
moreover, he teaches the scrifitures; 
daily and hourly does he set before 
his scholars the history and the doc- 
trines of Christ, as delivered by his 
apostles. There is not a word taught 
in his schools, that is not taken from 
the writings of the inspired pen- 
men. All this is granted. No one can 
venture to deny it. His bitterest ad- 
versaries explicitly admit it. But, 
will it be believed, that this docs 
not satis I y tliem ? Will it be credit- 
ed, that, in the nineteenth century, 
in a protestant country, in times 
signalized by nothing more than the 
zeal displayed against the Romish 
religion, and the daily sacrifices ot 
every kind, which that zeal de- 
mands; will it be credited, tliat the 
very faction, whose outcries against 



popery are the loudest^ and whose 
demeanour towards its professors is 
the most intolerant, have not blush- 
ed to use the very worst arguments ' 
of the Romish bigots, and to pro- 
claim the dangers of intrusting an 
unprepared multitude with the free 
use of the scrifiturea ? To teach 
merely the bible, it seems, is to en- 
courage dissent, heresy, iatitudina- 
rian principles, indifference, deism^ 
infidelity, irreligion. And we grieve 
to say, that sir Thomas Bernard 
himself, whom we have found, in 
general, so candid towards the new 
system; so fair, and even liberal, to- 
wards Mr. Lancaster, in other to- 
picks; so favourable even to his 
method of teaching the scriptures; 
lends a kind of sanction to this worst 
of popish abominations, in one pas- 
sage of his tract, where he lays it 
down, that the bible should not be 
put into the hands of children, until 
after they have gone through a pre- 
paratory course of religious instruc- 
tion.t How much more enlightened 
and rational an authority have we 
in the conduct of the king of Eng- 
land;, the patron of the Lancastrian 
system 1 and how noble is the com- 
mentary upon it, which his own me- 
morable speech to the author of the 
system, affords 1 We allude to that 
exalted saying of his (which, we 
own, strikes us as infinitely finer 
tlian the celebrated wish of Henry 
IV. of France) that " he hofied to see 
the dayy %vhen every poor child vi Im 
dominions should be able to read his 
bible I" 

When this truly Christian and 



• In other tracts, the abuse of Mr. Lancaster and the quakers is still more unmea- 
sured, particulaily in a '* Dialogic behveen a Master ivut .apprentices** supposed to 
speak pretty correctly the sentiments of the persons of whom we are treating. The 
quakers are there denominated " an anticfiristian sect."** It is said, that " the brt)od of 
them was of the most unpromising- kind, from their first hatching-." The term Ingot is 
stated to be ** engraved on their door," and, of the sect which destroyed the African 
slave trade, it is observed, that little good can be expected from their efforts, either 
in church or state. 

t The worthy baronet (we cannot too often commend him for it) boldly defends the 
religious part of Mr. Lnncaster's course of tuition; but the re])rehen8ible passag-e al- 
luded to in the text, « »mes into his account of Dr. Bell's course of reading. It may 
possibly be an oversight. 
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truly patriotick wish is accomplish- 
ed, we, for our parts, shall think, 
that an inestimable benefit has been 
conferred on that generation, and 
an incalculable advantage obtained 
for the whole community. But even 
those who may think differently, 
have no reason, on this account, to 
undervalue tlie discovery of Mr. 
Lancaster. The system which he has 
invented, may be applied to teach 
the catechism as well as the scrip- 
tures; and should be extolled and 
adopted, therefore, by all those who 
really wish to see the catechism fa- 
miliar to all the children in the 
kingdom. Mr. Lancaster does not 
bind over the schoolmasters whom 
he instnicts, to take all their les- 
sons, as he himself does, from the 
inspired writings alone. He has no 
objection that they should employ 
his method to imprint the catechism 
of the church of England; or the 
confession of faith of the Scottish 
church; or the liturgy of the Ro- 
manists, upon the minds of their 
respective disciples. All that he 
wants is, that his method should be 
made known and adopted; and all 
that his advocates want is, that the 
merit of discovering, and of bring- 
ing that method to practical perfec- 
tion, should be ascribed to him who 
<icserves it. What should we think 
of the liberality of those who should 
pretend to undervalue the invention 
of firinting^ because the inventor 
happened to be a sectary ? or of 
their common sense, who should 
cry out against its general adoption, 
upon the same orthodox ground ? 
Yet printing is not more capable of 
being applied to diffuse all truth 
and all knowledge, than the beauti- 
ful discovery of Mr. Lancaster. Con- 
sidering him, indeed, as the sole 
practical teacher of that inestimable 
discovery; the only person from 
whom, as yet, this art of universal 
instruction can be safely derived; 
we cannot help regarding it as a 
most fortunate and providential cir- 
cumstance, that he should happen 



to belong to a sect which does not 
think it necessary to bring forward 
its peculiar doctrines in a system of 
elementary education. If the inven* 
tor of this valuable method had been 
a bigoted catholick; a sour presby- 
terian; or a narrow minded member 
of the church of England, and had, 
consequently, insisted upon exem- 
plifying it only in teaching the pe- 
culiar dogmas oi his own particular 
church; it is evident that none but 
the members of that church could 
have derived any benefit from his 
exertions; and that it would have 
been difficult for persons of another 
persuasion to have acquired that 
thorough and practical knowledge 
of it, which might qualify them to 
act as schoolmasters within the li- 
mits of their own congregations. 
The unexceptionable demeanour of 
Mr. Lancaster, however, can revolt 
none; and holds out an acceptable 
invitation to all. He . appears, in his 
school, as a Christian only; teaching 
nothing but what a// Christians agree 
in revering; and desiring them all 
to come and learn, from his manner 
of teaching the bible, how every 
thing else that they may wish to add 
to it, may be most effectually taught. 
The real motive of the opposi- 
tion which has been attempted to Mr. 
Lancaster, is, we will venture to 
say, by no means the fear of infidel- 
ity, but of dissent; and it is truly pi- 
tiable to see Dr. Bell himself among 
the first in furnishing us with proofs 
of this assertion. He has not scru- 
pled, indeed, to insinuate, in his 
last publication [p. 317] that the in- 
struction of youth should be com- 
mitted to the parochial elergy; and 
that schoolmasters should be li- 
censed by the bishop. After stating 
that such is the law (which it ia not) 
he suggests, that " little more re- 
mains to be done, than to give it 
condstency, uniformity, and stabi- 
lity;" (that is to say, to repeal the 
existing statutes) and, he adds, that 
" it may suffice for the present, to 
begin with putting Sunday schools 
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for the poor under existing and afi» 
profiriate authorities** 
, We certainly do not quote this 
for the purpose of entering into a 
legal argument with the reverend 
author. We do not mean to take the^ 
trouble of reminding him, that all 
manner of toleration has now, for 
above thirty years, been the right of 
dissenting teachers by statute, as it 
always was, in sound policy and na- 
tural Justice. Nor do we intend to 
upbraid him with referring, for the 
rights of the church, to obsolete ca- 
nons, which denounce a series of 
excommunications against persons 
guilty of omissions, habitual to al- 
most every British subject, of what- 
ever religious denomination. But 
we state the substance of Dr. Bell's 
suggestion, for the. sake of record* 
ing the fact, that there exist certain 
persons, whose almost avowed de- 
signs are hostile to toleration; who 
are preparing the minds of the peo- 
ple for attempts to extend the pow- 
ers of the hierarchy; who, not con- 
tent with seeing the established * 
church in possession (we thank God, 
in undisturbed, undisputed, unenvied 
possession) of the privileges so con- 
ducive to the temporal, as well as 
spiritual welfare of the realm; would 
madly seek to extend her power, 
and lessen her security; to exalt her 
name, and debase her character; to 
clothe her with new attributes, and 
bi'ing into jeopardy her very exist- 
ence. Now, therefore, we, in our 
turn, must be permitted to speak of 
dangers, and to occupy ourselves 
with alarms; we must presume to 
wai*n and admonish;* we must de- 
nounce, as enemies to the peace and 
liberties of the community most cer- 
tainly, but as worse enemies, if it be 
possible, to the welfare of the 
church, and the whole religious in- 
terests of England, those who first, 
by half concealed stratagem, and 
now by more than half declared ag- 



gressions, undermining where they 
durst not assault, and attacking what 
they hoped . to find defenceless;, 
would wage war 'against the dearest 
rights of the people, for the pur-* 
pose of involving the clergy in 
trouble and shame; and lay society^ 
itself waste, in order iksX the.church 
might pass through tjne highest pe-^ 
rils, to the most certain corruption. 
Against the machinatbns of such 
men, we warn, above all, the wise 
and pious part of the sacred order 
to which they belong, and the tein- 
poral rulers whose ears they rawff 
perhaps, seok to gain, by promises 
of assistance and support. Distrust* 
ing both our authority and our po\i^- 
ers of persuasion, . we would waru 
both those classes, in the language 
of the most powerful supporter of 
the establishment who was ever suf- 
fered to die unmitred: " The single 
end," says Dr. Paley, « which we 
ought to propose by religious esta- 
blishments, is the preservation and 
communication of religious know- 
ledge. Every other idea, and every 
other end, that have been mixed 
with this; as the making of the 
church an engine, or even an ally 
of the state; converting it into the 
means of sti'engthening or of dif- 
fusing influence; or regarding it as 
a support of regal, in ofifiosition to 
fiopular forms of government; have 
served only to debase the institu- 
tion, and to introduce into it nuiue- 
rous coiTuptions and abuses." 

Whoever has done us the honour 
to follow us through the detail 
which we have now brought to a 
close, will probably be prepared to 
admit, among others, the following 
positions: 

That the new system of educa- 
tion is calculated to pi*omote the 
cheap, rapid, and easy diffusion of 
knowledge, in an unprecedented de- 
gree. 

That the merit of devising it be-^ 



Moral and Political Philosophy, vol. ii. p, 305. 
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longa to Joseph Lancaster^* although 
one of its principles had been pre- 
viously known to Dr. BeH, and ex- 
emplified in the school at Madras, 
but without those other principles* 
which, when taken together, consti- 
tute the new system. 

That to Joseph Lancaster, aione, 
belongs the praise of introducing 
the new system into practice, and 
enabling mankind to benefit by it, 
and preparin^^ the way for its uni- 
versal reception. 

That the plan pursued by Or. 
Bell, and recently attempted to be 
set up in opposition to Mr. Lancas- 
ter's, has no one peculiarity which 
can entitle it to a preference; while, 
on the contrary, it is deficient in 
many of the most important points, 
and especially fails in the article of 
economy. 



Lastly, that, while great praise is 
due to Dr. Bell for his exertions in 
Madras, and for hb attempts in En- 
gland, there is no good whatever to 
be expected from any endeavours to 
keep alive the (4>position to Mr. 
Lancaster, commenced by Ms 
friends; but that every real fnend to 
the edvicatioD of the poor, will con- 
sider the system of the latter as the 
only one well adapted to the attain- 
ment of that desirable object. 

The length to which this article 
has abeady extended, precludes the 
possibility of adding (as was our in- 
tenti(m) a sketch of the proceedings 
of Mr. Lancaster's friends, and of 
the success which has atten<kNithelr 
liberal and persevering exertions in 
behalf of the best intjerests of maa- 
kind. 



FROM THE LITERARY PANORAMA. 



HUMBOU>T'S POUTICAL ESSAYS ON NEW SPAIN. 
[Concluded from p. 236.] 



VERY little foresight was neces- 
sary to authorize our opinion, that 
the colonies of New Spain were 
ripe for separation from the parent 
state, as suggested in the former 
part of this article. It is not, there- 
lore) as claiming much credit for 
sagacity, that we introduce the con- 
tinuation of this subject, by remark- 
ing, that, since our last publication, 
intelligence has arrived, of Mexico, 
with its provinces, generally, having 
assumed the character of indepen- 
dence. This event ^vas to be ex- 



pected. Whether it will issue in 
such an entire separation of inter- 
ests from Old Spaiti, as too often 
converts old friends into new ene- 
mies, cannot, at present, be deter- 
mined. Many are the questions 
which may arise in consequence of 
such a revolution. For instance, as 
io religion. Being catholicks, wiH 
the Mexicans retain their subjec- 
tion to the head of the catholick 
church ? will the head of the catho- 
lick church continue to bestow his 
apostolick benediction on revolters 



• It is admitted by sir T. Bernard, that no charge of borrowing from Dr. Bell can 
possibly be brought ag-aiiist Mr. Lancaster. Indeed, he accuses both Mr. Lancaster 
and iiis defenders, of never having ** examined Dr. Bell's principles or their applica- 
tion." £p. 103] Ami, if they never did undei'st:ind them. Dr. Bell himself fumislics 
their best apology; for, afar the lapse of twelve years, and the publication of tliree 
editions of his plan, he announces the purpose of additional matter in the fourth to be. 
to ** rrive minute and part icnhir instnicthnsfov redricii:^ his scheme to practice ** p. 29. 
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from their natural sovereign, his 
most catholick majesty ? Great was 
the traffick, formerly, in this coun- 
try, in religious articles, bulls, in-, 
dulgences, pardons, rosaries, gir- 
dles, Sec; but this source of wealth 
to the popedom, must now fail. Not 
much can the peninsula afford to 
expend at Rome, fer such put- 
chases; and still less will the fervour 
of religious zeal, after a while, in- 
duce the Mexicans to remit for that 
purpose. 

As to the political condition of 
the inhabitants, it should seem, that 
no great energy has been of late 
transmitted from the sovereign in 
Europe to his subjects in the new 
world. The wisdom that emanated 
from the court of Madrid was not 
prodigious; and the vigour of admi- 
nistration was not superiour, in de- 
gree, to what the country to be go- 
verned might have afforded. The 
mass of the people will feel no loss 
when the European parent is devest- 
ed of the supremacy over them. 
Whether they will be sensibly 
gainers by the change, must, with 
many other inquiries, 'be referred, 
to the decision of time. 

We avail ourselves of M, dc 
Humboldt's words, to state, that old 
« Spain is Jive times smaller than 
Mexico.'* [We do not approve of 
this mode of stating th© proportion: 
the translator should have said, 
« Mexico i^Jive times larger than 
Spain.3 Should no unforeseen mis- 
fortunes occur, we may reckon, 
that, in less than a century, the po- 
pulation of New Spain will equal 
that of the mother country." At pre- 
sent, the population of Mexico is 
almost equal to that of the United 
States of America. Qur traveller 
tlius compares these two countries^ 

" If the political force of two states de- 
pended solely on the space whlcl) they oc- 
cupy on the g-lobe, and on the number of 
their inhabitants; if the nature of t?ie soil, 
tlie configuration of the coast, and if' the 
climate, tlie cnerg-y of the nation, and, 
above all, the degree of perfection of its 

Vol. v. 2 s 



social institutions, were not the principal 
elements of this grand dynamical calcula- 
tion, the kingdom of New Spain might, 
at present, be placed in opposition to the 
confederation of the American republicks. 
Both labour under the inconvenience of 
an unequally distributed population; but 
that of the United States, though in a soil 
and climate less favoured by nature, aug- 
.ments with an infinitely greater rapidity. 
Neither does it comprehend, like the 
Mexican population, nearly two millions 
and a half of aborigines. These Indians, 
degraded by the despotism of the ancient 
Azteck sovereigns, and by the vexations of 
the first conquerors, though protected by 
the Spanish laws, wise and humane in 
general, enjoy very little, however, of 
this protection, from the great distance of 
the supreme authority. The kingdom of 
New Spain has one decided advantage 
over the United States. The number of 
slaves there, either Africans or of mixed 
race, is almost nothing; an advantage 
which the European colonists have only 
begun rightly to appreciate since the tra- 
gical events of the revolution of St Do- 
mingo. So true it is, that the fear of phy- 
sical evils acts more powerfully than mo- 
ral considerations on the true interests of 
society, or the principles' of philanthropy 
and of justice, so ofteii the theme of the 
parliament, the constituent assembly, and 
the works of the philosophers.** 

When reporting on Mr, Arrow- 
smith's map of these provinces (co- 
pied mostly from M. de H.) we sug- 
gested the possibility, that, hereaf- 
ter, the sceptre of dominion, over both 
east and west, might be held by a 
sovereign of Mexico. The bai'on ena- 
bles us to add, that ^a king of 
Spain, resident in the capital of 
Mexico, might transmit his orders 
in, five weeks to the peninsula in 
Europe, and in six weeks to the 
Philrlippine Islands in Asia." He 
might raise in his kingdom what 
commerce collects from the rest of 
the globe: sugar, -cochineal, cacaa». 
cotton, coffee, wheat, hemp, Eax, 
silk, oils, and wine, metals of all 
kinds^ not excepting quicksilver, 
superb timber, with various requi- 
sites for the support of marine 
power. The easteni coast, neverthe^- 
less, is ill provided with ports; for 
Vera Cruz, which is one of the beat 
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now ased, is merely €i bad anchor- 
age, between dangerous shallows. 
It is well known, that the project of 
a canal, cut across the isthmus, to* 
unite the two seas, has long been 
contemplated with interest in Eu- 
rope; and we remember to have 
seen a private memorial addressed 
to the king of France, the burden of 
,which was, the dread entertained 
by the French statesmen, lest Eng- 
land should obtain possession of this 
territory, by permission of Spain; 
should form a canal, and, thereby, 
obtain facilities for commerce in the 
South Sea; against which, all the 
navy .of France might in vain at- 
tempt to oppose effectual obstacles. 
M. de H. examines the feasibility of 
this scheme, and describes the lo- 
calities of nine different points, on 
which it has been proposed to be 
executed; stating the advantages 
and disadvantages of each. There is 
no present appearance, favourable 
to the execution of such a plan, 
which leads us to investigate fur- 
ther the character of this proposal. 

The elevations above the level of 
the sea, which distinguish the pro- 
vinces of New Spain, are known, 
among the inhabitants, under three 
appellations. The first is the Tierraa 
Calientes; the sultry districts; these 
produce abundance of sugar, indigo, 
cotton, and bananas; but they are vi- 
sited by tlie yellow fever. Yet im- 
petuous winds, from October to 
March, cool the air to eo® of Fah- 
renheit at Vera Cruz; at the Havan- 
na to 32®. 

Rising on the Cordilleras^ we 
come .to the Tierraa Tcmfiladas^ the 
temperate region; about 4,000 or 
5,000 feet above the level of the sea; 
the mean heat of the whole year is 
from 68** to 70*^; and it seldom va- 
ries more than eight or ten degrees. 
But to this height the clouds as- 
cend; thick fogs, therefore, are fre- 
quently their envelope; but when 



this country is free from them, it is 
a delightful region. 

The third elevation is the Tierras 
Frias^ the cold districts; rising from 
7,000 to 8,000 feet or more. The 
mean temperature is under 62^. At 
Mexico the thermometer has been 
known to fall several degrees below 
the freezing point. Still higher ele- 
vations have winters proportionately 
rude; with snow, ice, and other at- 
mospherick phenomena. It would 
be worthy of some intelligent natu- 
ralist, to form a comparison be- 
tween these gradations under the 
torrid zone, which, rising in height, 
increase in rigour; and those coun- 
tries, northward and southward, of 
which the winters are more severe 
as we advance towards the poles; 
Supposing the earth to be depressed 
at the poles, it is fair to ask whether 
the elevation of one country pro- 
duces effects analagous to the de- 
pression of the other ? and to infer, 
that nature has more than one way 
pf producini the same effects. 

The heights at which the pre- 
cious metals are found, deserve our 
attention. . 

** A remarkable advantage for the pro- 
gress of national industry, arises from the 
height at which nature, in New Spain, 
has deposited the precious metal$. In Peru 
the most considerable silver niiiites^ those 
of Potosi, Pasco, and Chota, are iifimense- 
ly elevated very near the region of per- 
petual snow. In working them, men, pro- 
visions, and cattle, must all be brought 
from a distance. Cities situated in plains, 
where water freezes the whole year 
round, and Where trees never vegetate, 
can hardly be an attractive abode. No- 
thing' can deterfnihe a free man to aban- 
don the delicious climate of the valleys to 
insulate himself on the top of the Andes, 
but the hope 6f amassing wealth. But in 
Mexico, the richest seams of silver, tliose 
of Guana^Luato, Zacatecas, Tasco, and 
Keal del Monte, are in moderate eleva- 
tions of from irOO to 2000 metres.* The 
mines are surrounded with c«lti^'ated 
fields, towns, and villages; the neighbour- 
ing summits are crowned with forests; and 



* From %^7^ to 6561 feet. 
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every thing facilitates the acquisition of 
subterraneous wealth.'* 

Our author drops many interest- 
ing sug^gestions on the mines. 

** The working of the mines has long 
been regarded as one of the principal 
causes of the depopulation of America^ 
It will be difficult to call in question, 
that at the firat epoch of the conquest, and 
even in the seventeenth century, many 
Indians perished from the excessive labour 
to which they were compelled in the 
mines. They perished without posterity, as 
thousands -of African slaves annually pe- 
rish in the West Indian plantations, from 
fatigue, defective nouriahment, and want 
of sleep. In , Peru, at least in the most 
southern part, the country is depopulated 
by the mines, because the barbarous law 
of the miUi is yet in existence, which com- 
pels the Indians .to remove from their 
homes into: distant provinces, where hands 
are wanted for extracting the subterra- 
neous wealth. But it is not so much the 
labour as the sudden change of climate, 
which renders the mita so pernicious to 
the health of the Indians. This race of 
men have not tlie fle^ubility of organiza- 
tion for whicl]^ the Europeans are so emi- 
nently distinguished. The health of a 
copper-coloured man suffers infinitely 
M'hen he is transported from a warm to a 
cold climate, particularly when he is forced 
to descend from the elevation of the Cor- 
dilleras into those narrow and humid val- 
leys, where all the miaaimata of the neigh- 
bouring regions appea): to be deposited. 

"In tlie kingdom'^f New Spain, at 
least within the last thirty or forty years, 
the labour of the mines is freej and there 
remains no trace of the mitas though a 
justly celebrated author* has advanced 
the contrary. No where does the lower 
people enjoy, in greater security, the fruit 
of their labour, than in the mines of Mex- 
ico, no law forces the Indian to choose 
this speqies.of labour, or to prefer one 
mine to another; and when he is displeased 
with tlie proprietor of the mine, he may 
ofler his services to another master, who 
may pay, perhaps, more regularly. These 
unquestionable facts are. very little known 
in Europe. The number of persons em- 
ployed in subteiTaneous operations, who 
are divided into several classes [Barena- 
dores, ,Faeneros, Tanatenos, Bareteros] 
does not exceed, in tlie whole kingdom of 



New Spain, 28 or 50,000. Hence there is 
not more than one hundredth part of Uie 
whole population immediately employed 
in the mines. 

" The mortality among the miners of 
Mexico is not much greater than what is 
observed among the other classes. We 
may easily be convinced of this, by examin- 
ing the bills of mortality in the different 
parishes of Guanaxuato and Zacatecas» 
This is a phenomenon, so much the more 
remarkable, as the miner in several of 
these mines, is exposed to a tempera- 
ture 6*> above the mean temperatures of 
Jamaica and Pondi cherry .f I found the 
centig^'ade thermometer at 34^t at the 
bottom of the mine of Valenciana (en los 
planes) a per{>endicular depth of 513 
metres, while at the mo\ith of the pit, in 
the open air, the s^me thermometer sinks 
in winter to 4** or 5% above 0. The Mex- 
ican miner is, consequently, exposed to 
a change of temperature of more than 
30.**|| But this enormous heat of the 
Valenciana mine is not the effect of a 
great number of men and lights collected 
into a small space; it is much more owing 
to local and geological causes, which we 
shall afterwards examine, 

" It is curious to observe how the Mesti- 
zoes and Indians employed in carrying 
minerals on their back, who go by the 
name of Tenateros, remain continually 
loaded for six hours with a weight gf 
from 225 to 350 pounds, and constantly 
exposed to a very high temperature, as- 
cending eight or ten times successively, 
without intermission, stairs of 18^0 steps. 
The appearance of these robust and la- 
borious men would have operated a change 
in the opinions of the Raynals and Pauws, 
and a number of other authors, however 
estimable in other respects, who have 
been pleased to. declaim against the dege- 
neracy of our sp>ecies in Uie toi'rid zone. 
This occupjj^on of" Teimteros is accounted 
unhealthy, if they enter more than three 
times a week into the mines. But tlie la- 
bour which ruins most rapidly the robust- 
est constitutions is thatof the Jiarmadores, 
who blow up the rock with powder. I'hese 
men rarely pass the age of 35, if from a 
thirst of gain they continue their severe 
labour for the whole week. They generally 
pass no more than five or six years at this 
occupation, and then betake themselves 
to otlier employments less injurious to 
health. 

** From five to six thousand persons are.- 



• Robertson, History of America, vol. ii'. p. 573. 
t Nearly 11** Fahrenheit. 

* 93"^ Fahrenheit. Ij 39"" or 41« Fahrenheit. 
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more afilictive than the contempla- 
tion of those scenes of distress 
which Africa was formerly compel- 
led to witness almost incessantly. 

" The kingdom of New Spain is, of all 
the European colonies under t^e torrid 
zone, that in which there are the fewest 
ncgi'oes. We may almost say that there 
are no slaves. We may go through the 
whole city of Mexico witliout seeing a 
hiack countenance. The service of no 
house is carried on with slaves. In this 
point of view, especially, Mexico presents 
a singular contrast to the Havanna, LJmay 
and Caraccas. From exact information 
procured hy those employed in the enu- 
meration of 1793^ it appears that in. ail 
New Spain, there are not six thousand 
negroes, and not more than nine or ten. 
thousand slaves, of whom the greatest 
number belong to the ports of Acapulco 
and Vera Cruz, or the warm regions of 
the coast [,tierraa caiientes*'] The slaves 
are four times more numerous in Ibe 
cupitania ^'eTieral'of Car ACC A3, which docs 
not contain the sixth partof tlie population 
of Mexico. The negroes of Jamaica are 
tp those of New Spam in the proportion of 
250 to wie / lo the West India islands, 
Peru and even Caraccas, the progress of 
agriculture and industry in ^neral, de- 
pends on the augmentation ot negroes. In 
the island of Cuba, for examplej'^'here 
tJie annual exportation, of sugar has risen 
in twelve years from 400^000 to 1,000,000 
quintals, between 1792 and 1B03 nearly 
55,000* slaves have been introduced. Bat 
in Mexico tlie increase of colonial pfotpe- 
rity is no wise occasioned by a more active 
siave trade. It is not above twenty years 
since Mexican sugar was known in Eu- 
rope; Vera Cruz, at present exports more 
than 120,000 quintals; and yet the pro- 
greap of sugar cultivation which has taken 
place in New Spain since the revolution 
of St Doming<o has not perceptibly in- 
creased the number of slaves. Of the 
74,000 negroes annually furnished by 
Africa to the equinoxial regicms of Ame- 
rica and Asia, and which are worth, in the 
colonies, the sum of 111,000,000 francs^f 
not above 100 land on the coast of Mexico. 

" By the laws tliere can be no Indian 
slaves in the Spanish colonies; and yet, by 
a singular abuse, two species of wars 
very different in appearance give rise to 
a state very much like that of the Airtean 

* According to the customhouse reports of the Havanna, of which I possess a copy, 
tUe iTitroduction of negroes, from 1799 to 1803, was 34,500, of whom 7 per cent die 

aunuully. 

t 4,(>C5,37'0*. sterljjig. 



employed in the amalgamation of the mi- 
nerals, or the preparatory labour. A great 
number of these individuals pass their 
lives in walking barefooted over heaps of 
brayed metal, moistened and mixed with 
muriate of soda, sulphate of iron, and 
oxid of mercur}-, by the contact of the 
atmospherick air and the solar rays. It is 
a remarkable phenomenon to see these 
men enjoy the most perfect health. The 
physicians, who practise in places where 
there are mines, unanimously assiert, that 
the nervous aflections, which might be 
attributed to the effect of an absorption of 
oxid of mercury, very rarely occur. At 
Guanaxuato part of the inhabitants drink 
the very water in which the amalgamation 
has been purified [agua • de lavaderos] 
without feeling any mjury from it. This 
fact has often struck Europeans, not inti- 
mately a<fquainted with the principles of 
chymistry. The water is, at first, of a 
grayish-blue colour, and contains in sus. 
pension black oxid of mercury, and small 
globules of native mercury, and amalga- 
mation of silver. This metallick mixture 
gradually precipitates, and the water be-' 
comes limpid. It can neither dissolve the 
oxid of mercury nor the muriate of mer- 
cury, which is one of the most insoluble 
salt's which we know. The mules are very 
fond of this water, because it contains a 
little muriate of soda in dissolution.** 

We shall now direct our attention 
to the character and conditioii of 
tbe Indians, generally, a race of 
men, in our opinion, much more in- 
jured than our author seems willing 
to allow. Nevertheless, whether 
they have cause to rejoice in the 
prospect of a political revolution, we 
gannot pretend to determine. Hap- 
py should we be did circumstances 
allow us to flatter ourselves that that 
portioi; cf the human race which is 
appointed to inhabit these countries, 
would benefit, as we wish them, by 
such an ocmrrence. The following 
extracts contain matter of mingled 
gratification and sorrow; that Mex- 
ico should have taken so small a 
shure in the slave trade, we rejoicej 
but, to see wras maintained by 
Christian missionaries, is much 
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dave. The nuB^ionary mookn of Sanitk 
America make^ from time to timeyincm*: 
sions into the countries possessed by 
peaceable tribes of Indians, whom they 
call savages \^Indio9 bi^avoa] because 
they have not learned to make the sign 
of Uie cross like the equally naked In* 
diana of the missions [^Indios reducidos.'] 
In these nocturnal incursions, dictated by 
the most culpable fanaticism, they lay 
hold of all -whom they can surprise, espe- 
cially children, roomen, and old nuni. They 
separate, ttntkout pity, children from their 
mothers, lest they should concert to^^ther 
as to the means of escape. The monk who. 
is chief of this expedition, distributes the 
young people among the Indians of his' 
mission who have the most contributed to 
the success of the Eutrados. On the Ori- 
noco, and on the banks of the Poi*tuguese 
Rio Negro, these prisoners bear the name 
of Poitos; and they are treated like slaves 
till they are of an age to marry. The desire 
of having Poitos and making them work 
ibr eight or ten years, induces the Indians 
of the missions to excite the monks to 
these incursions, which tlie bishops have 
generally had the good sense to blamci as 
the means of attaching odium to religion 
and its ministers. In Mexico the prisoners 
taken in the petty w'arfare which is carri- 
ed on almost -withottt interruption, on the 
frontiers of the provincias intemas expe* 
rience a much more unhappy fate than the 
Poitos. They are generally of the nation 
of the Mecos or Apaches, and they are 
dragged to Mexico, where Ihey languish 
in the dungeons of a correction house [JLa 
JjTordada']. Their ferocity is increased by 
solitude and despair. Transported to Vera 
Cruz and the island of Cuba, they so6n 
perish, like every savage Indian removed 
from the high, table land into the lower, 
and consequently hotter regions. These 
Mecos prisoners sometimes break from 
their dungeons, and commit the most 
atrocious cruelties in the surrounding 
countries. It is high time that the govern- 
ment interested itself in these unfortunate 
persons, whose number is sinall, and their 
situation so much the easier to be amelio- 
rated." 

What is the condition of the In- 
dians already under the Spanish go- 
yernment, we learn from our au- 
thor in different pai*ts of his work. 

•* The Indians, or copjier^colmired 
race, are rarely to be found in the north of 
New Spfcin, and are hardly to be met with 
in the provincias internias. History gives us 
several causes for this phenomenon. 



When t)if; ^pmardp imde tho oonquesi 
of Mexico, they found very f»w inhabitants 
ia the countries situated beyond the pa* 
rallel of zO^, These provinces were the 
abode of the Chichimeek» and Otomites, 
tw9 pastoral nations, of whom thin hordes 
were scattered over a vast territory. 
Agriculture and civiUsation« as we have 
already observed, were concentrated in 
the plains south Qf tlie river of Santiago^ 
especially between the valley of Mexice 
and the province of Oaxaca 

" From the 7th to the 13th century, 
population seems in general to have con-, 
tinually flowed towards tl)e south. From 
the regions situated to the north of tha 
Kio Gila issued forth those warlike na^ 
tions who successively inundated the 
country of Anahuack. We are ignorant- 
whether that was their primitive country,, 
or whether they came originally from 
Asia or the northwest coast of Ameri- 
ca, and traversed the savannas of Nabajoa 
and Moqui, to arrive at the Rio Gila. The^ 
hieroglyph ical tables of the Aztecks have] 
ti-ansmitted to us the memory of the prin- 
cipal epochs of the great migrations, 
among Uie Americans. This migratioii 
bears some analogy to that which, in the 
fiflh century, plunged Europe in a state of 
barbarism, of which we yet feel the fatal 
effects in many of our social institutions. 
However, the people who traversed Mexi- 
co, left beliind them traces of cultivation 
and civilisation. I'he TouUecks appeared 
first, in the year 640, the Cliichimecks in 
1170, the Nahualtecks in lirS, the Acol- 
hues and Aztecks in 1196. The Touhecfcs 
iiitroducd the cultivation of maize and cot- 
ton; they built cities, made roads, and con- 
structed those great pyramids wltich are 
yet admired, and of which the faces are ve- 
ry accurately laid out. They knew the use 
of hieroglyphical paintings; they could 
found metals, and cut the hardest stones; 
and they had a solar vear more perfect 
than that of the Greeks'and Romans. The 
form of their government indicated that 
they were tlie descendants of a people \\ ho 
had experienced great vicissitudes in 
their social state. But where is the source 
of that cultivation ? where is the country 
from which the Toultecks and Mexicans 
issued ? 

" The Indians of New Spain hear a gene- 
ral resemblance to those wlio inhabit Ca- 
nada, Florida, Peru, and Brazil. They 
have the same swarthy and copper colour, 
flat and smooth hair, small beard, squat 
body, long eye, witli the corner directed 
upwards towards the temples, promin'cnt 
' ' clieek bones, thick lips, and an cxpresstDii 
of gentleness in tl^c mouth, strongly con- 
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trasted with a gloomy and severe look. 
The American race, after the hyperbore- 
an race, is the least numerous; but it oc- 
cupies the greatest space on the globe. 
Over a million and a half of square leagues, 
from the Terra del Fuega islands to the 
river St. Laurence and Baring's Straits, we 
'lire struck, at the first glance, with the 
^neral resemblance in the features of the 
inhabitants. We think we perceive that 
they all descend from the same stock, 
notwithstanding the enormous diversity of 
language which separates them from one 
another." 

" In the forests of Guiana, especially 
near the sources of the Oronoco, are seve- 
ral tribes of a whitish complexion, the 
Guaicas, Guajaribs, and Arigues, of whom 
several robust indi\iduals, exhibiting no 
symptom of the asthenical malady which 
characterizes albinos , have the appearance 
•of true Mestizoes. Yet these tribes have 
never mingled with Europeans, and are 
surrounded with other tribes of a dark 
brown hue," 

" The ^f exican Indians, when we con- 
sider them en masse, offer a picture of ex- 
treme misery. Banished into the most 
batren districts, and indolent from nature, 
and more still from tlieir political situa- 
tion, the natives live only from hand to 
mouth. We should seek almost in vain 
among them for individuals who enjoy any 
thing like a certain mediocrity of fortune. 
Instead, however, of a comfortable inde- 
pendency, we find a few families whose 
fortune appears so much the more colos* 
sal, as we least expect it among the lowest 
class of the people. In the intendancies of 
Oaxaca and Valladolid, in tlie valley of 
Tohica, and especially in t!je environs of 
the great city of la Pucbla de los Angeles, 
we find several Indians, who, under an ap- 
pearance of poverty, conceal considerable 
wealtli. When I visited the small city of 
Cliplula, an old Indian woman was buried 
there, who left to her children plantations 
of maguey [agave] worth more than 
360,000 francs,* These plantations are the 
vineyards and sole wealtli of the country. 
However, there are no caciques at Cholu- 
la; and the Indians tlie/e are all tributary, 
and distinguished for their great sobriety 
and their gentle and peaceable manners. 
The manfiers of the Chohdans exhibit a 
singular contrast to those of their neigh- 
bours of Tlascala, of whom a gi'eat num- 
bt;r pretend to be the descendants of the 
highest titled nobility, and who increase 
tiic'ir pcnerty by a litigious disposition and 
a restless and turbulent turn of mind. — 
Afnong the most wealihy Indian families 
at Cholula, are the Axcotlan, the Sarmi- 
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entos, and Roneros; at Guaxocingo, tlie' 
Sochtpiltecatii and, especially, the Te- 
cuanouegues in the village de los Reyes, 
Each of these families possess a capital of 
from 800,000 to 1,000,000 of livres.t They 
enjoy, as we have already stated, great 
consideration among the tributary IndUans; 
but they generally go barefooted, and co- 
vered with a Mexican tunick of coarse 
texture and a brown colour, appibaching" 
to black, in the same way as the very low- 
est of the Indians are usually dressed.** 

Of negroes, this country cbntains 
very few: of Creoles it contains ma* 
ny; and these, we conjecture^ are 
destined to become the ruling pow* 
ers, when the convulsive struggle is 
over; From these extracts bur read- 
ers may form their opinion on the 
contents of this work. It would have 
been, at any time, an accession to 
our stock of information; but the 
present moment imparts to it an in^- 
portance in which it is altogether 
unrivalled. The subject has never 
been so scientifically treated. But 
the present volumes do not contain 
the natural history, or other phikn 
sophical illustrations: they are to be 
sought elsewhere. 

If we were criticising the labours 
of a translator who had been allpw- 
ed full leisure to execute his task, 
and revise it with diligence, we 
should think it our duty to complain 
of many offences against propriety, 
which occur in these volumes: biit 
it seems that haste lias domineered 
over talent on this occasion. We 
know not whether to censure with 
severity the translator who under- 
takes more than he can perform, or 
to wish him a greater allowance of 
time on the next occasion: but of 
this we are certain, that maugre the 
commands of his master the book-' 
seller, his labour would have been 
more honourable to his abilities had 
he carefully reinspected it, before if: 
was committed to the press. The, 
plates annexed to this edition, 
equally bear marks ot hurry: those 
who have seen the originals will 
bestow but moderate commendation 
on X\\Q^^ translations. 

From ;C33,3o6 to Xr41,6r0 sterling*. 
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SEVERAL years having elapsed 
since the first volume of this trans- 
lation . was published} we almost 
despaired of its continuance; but we 
were glad to perceive that our fears 
were unfounded, and to have it in 
QUE power to announce its comple- 
tion. The present volume, like the 
fomier, consists of a number of un- 
connected treatises on different 
branches of natural history, the chief 
Interest of which depends on the 
microscopical observations for which 
the author is so justly celebrated. 
We shall mention the subjects of 
the different articles in the order in 
which they stand, enlarging on some 
of the most curious of them* 

The first essay is on the forma- 
tion of different kinds of wood, elm, 
beech, willow, alder, &:c. accompa^ 
nied by plates of tJie appearances 
which they exhibit, when highly 
magnified; the principal object be- 
ing to point out the relative size and 
^tuation of the perpendicular ves.* 
sels, as affected by the annual growth 
of the tree. We have next some ob- 
servations on the herring, particu- 
larly on its food; and afterward an 
essay on the ant. In his account of 
the latter, the author combats some 
epinions which have been generally 
adopted respecting it, and which 
still form a part of the popular be- 
lief. He was led to conclude "that 
the ant, as well as the weevil and 
other minute animals (in these cold 
regions) jdoes, in the winter season, 
lie without motion, and does not 
t^ke any nourishment; and that the 
collections of food which ants are 
observed to make, and to heap to- 
gether in their nests, during Che 
summer season, is for no other pur- 
pose than to feed their young." 
This opinion is rendered very pro- 



bable, by many of the facts which 
are adduced. Respecting, the bodies 
vulgarly called ant's eggs, it isre^ 
marked, that they are found nearly 
as large as the ant itself, and, there- 
fore, must have grown after they 
left the body of the parent. This 
consideration led the author to exa- 
mine more particularly into their na- 
ture, when he found them to be 
maggots, in which the rudiments of 
the future animal may be perceived; 
the proper eggs are much smaller, 
and may be detected in great num^ 
bers in the nests. It is for the sup- 
ply- of these maggots that the old 
ants carry food during the summer, 
the maggots being themselves inca- 
pable of motion. M. Leeuwenhoek 
conjectures that the food is first re- 
ceived into the stomach of the ant> 
and there undergoes some change, 
which renders it more proper for the 
support of the young animal. This, 
altogether, forms one of the most 
curious articles in the volume, and 
announces information, which has 
not, perhaps, been sufficiently no- 
ticed by subsequent naturalists. 

An amusing paper occurs re- 
specting the flea. As soon as the 
young worm leaves the egg, it spins 
for itself a web, in which it lies for 
some time quite concealed; and it 
appears that there is an immediate 
necessity for this process, because a 
minute insect of the mite kind exists, 
which would prey on the wori][i, if 
it had not this protection. Perhaps 
no animal exhibits a greater dis- 
play of curious mechanism; and the 
author seems to have examined and 
described it with the most mintite 
accuracy. The succeeding observa- 
tions are on the seeds of some dif- 
ferent kinds of trees, on the genera* 
tion of eels, and on the eye of the 
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beetle. So far from the last animal 
possessing an imperfect sight, ac- 
cording to the vulgar proverb, it is 
furnished with above 3,000 ey^es, 
each of them possessing a distinct 
lens and optick nerve. The same 
essay contains some remarks on the 
brain of the gnat, and the circulation 
of the blood in the crab. The next 
object that is described, is, the pro* 
turberance which is occasionally 
ibund on the leaf of the willow; and 
which is the work of an insect that 
lays its eggs on the surface of the 
leaf, and, at the same time, seems 
to penetrate into its substance, and 
act on it in such a way as to pro- 
duce this cxcresence, which serves 
as a receptacle for the future ani- 
mal. A section on the loadstone fol- 
lows, which is less interesting than 
some other parts of the work, be- 
cause our knowledge of the pro- 
perties of this substance is very 
much extended since Leeuwenhoek 
wrote. We cannot assent to an opi«- 
nion advanced by the translator, that 
any analogy subsists between the 
loadstone and the polypus, merely 
because every fragment of a magnet 
becomes itself a perfect magnet, in 
tlie same way as the parts of a di- 
vided polypus each form a perfect 
animal. 

The next essay, on the brain of 
the turkey, the sheep, and the spar- 
row, is particularly to be noticed, 
as containing many, observations on 
the size of the particles of the blood. 
The hypothesis which the author 
formed of a descending series of 
globules, which was afterward taken 
up and embellisheJ by fioerhave 
and the other humoral pathologists, 
seems to be one of the few instances 
in which M. Leeuwenhoek suffered 
his fancy to warp his accuracy of 
observation. He infonns us in his 
essay, that he saw a fluid issue 
frrtu the vessels of the Ijrain, 
*• composed of very minute glo- 
bules, 36 of which would not be 
equal in size to a globule of the hu- 
man blo0d>" and that, •** besides 



these small globules, there were 
some larger ones, of which," be 
says, << I judged that six would be 
equal in size to one globule of hu- 
man blood." Some curious remarks 
follow on the minute fleshy fibres. 
The author was able, by meaas of 
his glasses, to detect them when of 
so small a size, that a millioa occu- 
pied only the size of a square inch. 
He particularly examined the mos- 
<;les of a flea's foot; and, by conipar- 
ing them with those of the l«rget 
animals, he inferred that the ult*- 
mate flbres of all were of the same- 
size. 

" I continued my observations," he si^s, 
** by examining the flesh taken out of the 
feet of a flea, and I saw no difference be- 
tween the formation and figfure of the 
flbres, taken out of the breast and the 
feet, and I saw more than tweUre of such 
flbres in the foot of a flei^, joiakig to eaich 
other, and also many smuLler ilbres, in 
which I could not distinguish the folds or 
wrinkles; these last I took to be exceed- 
ing small blood vessels and nerves. 

" I also took the flesh out of the feet of 
small ilies, and saw the fleshy fibres ik 
them to be formed in the same rasaneras 
beforementioned. 

"The fibres which compose the sub- 
stance of a whale, I also found to be each 
enclosed in a membrane, and to be com- 
posed of still smaller filaments; and witii 
regard to the size of these fi^hy fibres, 
each single fibre was no larger than in 
the smaller fish; and, indeed, I have seen 
the fibres in some codfish, eight times the 
size of thosfe in a whale. 

" I also examined the component fibres 
in the flesh of ii mouse, a calf and a hog*, 
and found their formation to be the same 
as before described, namely, each sur- 
rounded with a particular membrane, and 
composed of smaller filaments: the fibres 
"in the flesh of all thdse animals was nearly 
i)f the size I have before laid down, so that 
i may say, the fleshy fibres composing the 
body of an ox are not, singly takefi, larger 
than those whicli go. to the sttb&tance of a 
mouse, though, as I have coujputed^ the 
one animal is thirty thousand times the size, 
of the other." 

From some interesting remarks 
on the external membrane of the hu- 
iTiiin skin, it appears to consist of 4. 
continuous layer of proper scales, 
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so extremely minute that 200 of 
them « may be covered by a com- 
mon grain of ^and;" they are dispo- 
sed -with great regularity, and are 
of a pentagonal figure. It would 
«eem that the skin has no proper 
pores, except such as exist in the 
interstices of these scales. The au- 
thor thinks that their number is the 
i8ame at all ages, and that there- 
fore, as the body increases jb size, 
each individual scale must grow 
proportionabiy. We have next some 
observations on gouty and urinary 
concretions, and on the nature of 
gunpowder; subjects on which the 
author's knowledge was necessarily 
very deficient; doid we afterward 
come to a train of microscopical ex- 
periments on the louse, which, were 
It not for the disgust excited by the 
object, we should rank among the 
most attractive parts of the volume. 
We shall only notice one fact, which 
the writer seems to have discovered, 
that the sensation of itching, produ- 
ced by these animals, is not caused 
by their bite, but by a sting which 
the n»le protrudes from the extre- 
mity of its body. 

M. Leeuwenhoek's next investi- 
gations relate to some of the most 
minute animals that are perceptible 
to the naked eye, viz. the mite, the 
different kinds of insects which in- 
jure fruit-trees, and the animalcules 
that are found in the sediment of 
water, ^o the subsequent paper, 
which gives an account of the circu- 
lation of the blood in the tail of the 
eel, the translator subjoins a de- 
scription of the microscopes which 
were employed, taken from the wri- 
tings of Mr. Baker. In the next es- 
say, on frogs, and on the manner in 
which they are produced from tad- 
poles, we have a number Of addi- 
tional observations on the globules of 
the blood, especially respecting 
their shape and size: 

" In my several observations on the cir- 
culation of the blood in fishes, 1 have not 
been able clearly to satisty myself with 

Vol. v. 3 u 



"regard to the shape of the globules or 
componentpai-ticles of the blood, for they 
soAietiroes appeared of a spherical, bnd 
,Bometiitiesof an oval and even a flat shape, 
and sometimes an irr^g'ukir figure; this I 
sometimes attributed to my glasses not 
being of sufficient magnifying power to 
distinguish them, and sometimes to the 
position in w!iich they appeared to the 
eye, for, while in circulation, they tumbled 
one over another, sometimes presetiting 
one part and sometimes another to the 
view; and I also thought tluit it might be 
owing to the straightness of the vessels, 
in which the particles of blood, oeing of a 
yielding nature, might, by Uie compres- 
sion, lose their spherical figure. 

*' In order to satisfy myself in some de- 
gree on this head, I cut ofi* pieces from 
the tails of several small, flat fish, such as 
plaice and flounders, in order to riew the 
blood when drawn out of the vessels, and 
the rather, because I could not persuade 
myself, that the natural shape of the par- 
ticles of blood in fishes was an oval; fi}ra8- 
much, as a spherical seemed to me to be 
the more perfect form. For I was of opi- 
nion, that the particles of blood in fishes 
were composed of six globules, in like 
manner with the blood in man, and in ter- 
restrial animals: and I several times saw 
the particles of fishes' blood, the original 
texture of which was broken, and in 
which I could distinctly see four or. five, 
and in some few of them six component 
particles. I, however, thought it worthy of 
note, that many of tliese 'particles of 
.blood appeared to me of an oval shape, 
some few others roundish, and otliers of » 
perfect spherical figure. 

*' In order farther to prosecute my in- 
quiries on this subject, I took the. blood 
of a salmon not quite dead, wliicb was 
received into a glass lube, about the size 
of a small writing pen: lbi« blood, after a 
short time, became coagulated; but ha- 
ving restored it in part to its fluidity, I put 
it into a smaller glass tube, in which .1 
viewed it, holding it so, that the particles 
of blood might be kept in motion continu- 
ally, by which means many of the parti, 
cles appeared before my sight with a flat 
and oval shape; in others, the .aides of 
which were turned towards, me, 1 could 
'scarcely perceive any sensible thickness? 
and in short, Others, where their sides 
were not exactly turned towards me, ap* 
peai'ed somewhat broader in proportion to 
their size; but I could not discover one 
particle of blood of a perfect spherical 
shape.** 

W0 have quoted this description 
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at length, because it is a subject 
wMch has given rise to much con^ 
troversy, and the passage must im- 
press the reader with a favourable 
opinion of the author's candour. 
Apparently, he could scarcely be 
deceived respecting tbci shape of the 
globules, altbough/we do not assei^ 
to his theory oftheir composition. 

We now come to some remarks 
on phosphorus, and on the sting of 
the gnat; experiments on insensible 
perspiration; observations on the 
conimon fiy, and on the eggs of the 
shnmp; essay on the salts contained 
in pepper, tea, and cantharides; on 
the embryo plant discoverable in 
seeds and buds; and on the strucr 
tureof the nerves. The observations 
on the nerves are very curious; and 
had they obtained more general at- 
tention, they might, perhaps, have 
prevented the appearance of some 
of those idle hypotheses which have 
been formed respecting the origin 
of the sensations. The author speaks 
of the nerves as being ^ composed 
of very minute vessels of an mcre- 
dible thinness, which, running by 
the sides oi each other, constitute a 
neive." As to the size of them, the 
vessels are described as being so 
small, that << some hundreds of them 
-go to the composition of a nerve no 
larger than Uie hair of a man's 
beard; and although (says the wri- 
ter) these cavities, or the orifices of 
tJhese vessels, are so wonderfully 
.minute, I have seen living creatures 
in the waters, which could have 
jnoved andsNvam albout in them with 
Ireedom.'* We are informed th^t 
the author,, at the time when he 
.madev these minute observations, 
-;was not less than eighty five years 
of age. 

A paper succeeds on the quantity 
jbi air contained in water and other 
iuids;, and afterward a description 
(^ an ingenious . conti*ivance for il- 
;}ustrating the effect which the 
earth's motion about its axis must 
'•have on the atmosphere. It is sup- 
.ppsed that the centrifugal force' will 
itoivf p£E ti^e, ci^ls from the copi- 



tre, and thus support tiiem at some 
distance from the earth's surface. I|l 
.some remai*ks on the circulation of 
the blood, the principal object is to 
show that the circuit must be com- 
plete in different times, according 
to. thsi distance uf tbe parts from the 
heart By eoibpaiing together the 
observations which he has made on 
various subjects, the author con- 
cludes that the blood circulates 
through the tidl of the eel thirtee;a 
times m an hour, while in the upper 
parts, of the body it will circulate 
jiinety six times. Provided that the 
blood in the human body moves at 
the same rate as in the eel, it will 
pass through the lower extremities 
only between two and three times 
in an hour, through the upper extre- 
mities above four times; and through 
the head eight times: but, in an hour, 
as much blood will pass through the 
heart as is equal to fourteen times 
the quantity contained in the whole 
body. The proportions of these num- 
bers may probably be correct, but 
we think that the whole estimate is 
considerably too low. With some 
remarks on the nature of linis, oa 
wood that has been worm-eaten, and 
on the eyes of fish, the volume cou; 
eludes. 

The estimate of Leeuwenhoek's 
merits as a naturalist must be con- 
siderably raised in the minds oF 
those who peruse these volumes; 
and who, though they may have fre- 
quently heard him quoted, or have 
occasionally examined some parts of 
his works, had not before so fiilly 
conceived the extent of his labours. 
His writings have certainly been too 
much neglected, and therefore we 
cannot but express our obligation t6 
Mr. Hoole for putting them in so 
commodious a form, in a translation 
which seems to be well executed; 
and we must not omit to render k 
due tribute of applause to the ex- 
cellence of the engravings.- Tbe 
notes, which are occasionally add- 
ed, do not, in our opinion, increa^ 
the value of th& work: but they are 
not very numerous. 

uigiiizea oy vjOOv l\^ 
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BIOGRAPHY OlP VISCOUNT BOLmCBROKE. 
(Goneladed from page S83.] 



Bolingbroke, on being appointed 
minister, immediately repaired to 
Paris, to solicit succours of all kinds 
from Louis XIV. His embassy, hotr- 
ever, did not prove completely suc- 
cessful; for> although something 
was obtained, yet the aged monarch 
was hastening fast towards the con- 
clusion of his career, and had be- 
come not only indisposed to a new 
War with France, but almost inca- 
pable of business. A little money, 
some arms, and one or two vessels 
fitted out by the merchants, consti- 
tuted all the supplies he could ob- 
tain in the name of ** king James, ** 

The regency of the duke of Or- 
leans, was still less favourable to the 
affairs of the exiles; and the keen 
and discerning eye of Bolingbroke 
had already anticipated the disasters 
which soon after occurred to his 
party, both in England and Scot- 
land. 

Bolingbroke did not accompany 
the prince in his ill-concerted expe- 
dition to Scotland, having remained 
at Paris for the purpose of obtaining 
succours from Spain; but on the re- 
turn of this personage, he was dis- 
missed from a service which was 
not very pleasing to him; «< for he 
conceived but a low opinion both of 
the talents and character of his roy- 
al highness. For example, it was 
never possible to obtain a categori- 
caf answer on the article of religion, 
supposing he ever ascended the 
throne of Great Britain, and al- 
though that was a principal article 
with the £ngli»h, this prinCe, ther^* 



fore, was at bottom no better than 
a bigot, as his faith wa3 founded on 
the fear of the devil and of hell, and 
not on the love of virtue, the hor- 
rour of vice, the knowledge of the 
reciprocal duties of men living in 
society, and, in short, on the respect 
due to the supreme Being. 

It is but justice to Bolingbroke 
to add, that the duke of Berwick, 
who was an eyewitness of his con- 
duct, allows that he acted with great 
honour and propriety; and remarks, 
with great force and efficacy, on the 
jealousies of the earl of Mar and 
the duke of Ormond, who envied his 
superiour talents and credit. « One 
must be entirely destitute of good 
sense,** says this celebrated gene- 
ral, " not to know that king James ' 
committed a most enormous faul^, 
in dismissing the sole Enjglism^ 
capable of managing his affairs, and 
that too, at a time when he stood 
in the greatest need of his ser- 
vices.*' 

From this moment, Bolingbroke 
most sincerely abjured not only the 
services, but also the cause of the 
pretender: « I then tocfk a resoIU- 
tion,** says he, ^ to make my peace 
with king George, and to employ- 
all the experience, which I had unfor- 
tunately acquired out of my native 
country, for the purpose of unde- 
ceiving my friends, and thus contri- 
buting to, the reestablishment 6i 
union and tranquillity.'* 

Soon after this, some explanictioils 
took place between lord Stair, tb^ 
£njg;lish taixustef atthe'i>'r^nck e6affi^ 
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and the subject of this biographical 

memoir, by means of a commoB 
friend. And it appears evident, that 
it was the decided opinion of the for* 
mer, that the latter should be resto- 
red to his country. During this ne« 
gotiation, in the course of which, 
the ex -secretary refused to disclose 
any intelligence that might affect 
his credit or wound his honour, the ' 
earl of Oxford, who had been com- 
mitted so long to the tower, was 
brought before the house of peei%, 
and acquitted, in consequence of a 
dispute with the commons. 

Notwithstanding this, his col- 
league still remamed in a foreign 
land. The urbanity and gayety of 
the French nation appeared to be 
very suitable to his disposition; he 
was accustomed to deem himself 
" the least unfortunate of exiles;" 
He possessed a sufficiency of money 
to live in a handsome style; and his 
company was eagerly solicited by 
all the men of talents in France. In 
1717, he formed an acquaintance 
with the marchioness de Villette 
whose maiden name was Maria 
Claire Deschamps de Marcilly, and 
who had been married to the mar- 
quis Villette Mursay, a relation of 
madame de Maintenon. She was 
then a widow with several chil- 
dren, had been educated at St. 
Cyr, and lived in the faubourg 
Saint Germain. This lady was about 
fifty-two years of age, possessed 
a very considerable fortune, and 
at the same time had a number 
of law-suits. " Without being hand- 
some, she knew how to please. 
She possessed wit, and might be 
said to have conversed with great 
effect, provided she had spoken but 
a little less." Bolingbroke soon felt 
himself in love with her; and as she 
was pleased with him, a close and 
intimate friendship immediately com- 
menced, which was, however, fre- 
quently interrupted and embittered 
by his jealousy. 

, Imagining one day, at dinner, that 
she had a liking for Mr. Macdonald, 
first esquire to the pretender, and a. 



very handaonie man, he overturn- 
ed the table in a fury, and broke 
all the glasses. The abb^ Alori, who 
was a witness to this scene, was ac* 
customed to observe, in addition; 
<< tl\at in 1715, Madame de Villette 
had intrusted him to carry to the 
count de BoulailiTiUierB, who piqued 
himself on drawing horo-copes, the 
date of her birth, and a variety of 
other particulars^ for his opinion.** 
The answer was, ^ that the iady was 
affected by a great number of pas- 
sions; that she would experience one 
stronger than all the rest at the age 
of fifty-two, and at length die in a 
foreign country." All tlus {nrophe* 
cy," adds the editor, " was after- 
wards fully realized; and yet no re* 
liance whatsoever ought to be placed 
on the skill of the fortuneteller^ 
who was completely deceived in re* 
apect to the predictions made by 
him in respect to himsel£ 

At length, after a variety of lapses, 
lord Bohngbroke concentrated his 
passipn for the whole sex in Ma- 
dame de Villette alone, and his own 
lady, who had turned devotee, ha- 
ving died in November, 1718, the 
publick conduct of the two lovers 
from that moment became less em* 
barrassing. He first accompanied 
this lady to her estate at Marcilly, 
near Nogent eur SHne^ and after- 
wards conducted her to the waters 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, where it was 
generally believed that they were 
married in May, 1720. It was also 
asserted, that Madame de Villette, 
at the same time, abjured the catho- 
lick religion: but the abb^ Alari^ 
and all those intimate in the family, 
were fully persuaded that no abju- 
ration had taken place, and that no 
marriage had ever been completed. 
It was convenient, however, to keep 
up appearances, although they never 
avowed their union until the month, 
of July, 1722. 

The viscount loved the country, 
and Marcilly would have proved a 
most agreeable residence; yet .in 
1719, he purchased the little estate 
of la Source^ nesf Orleans, and con-* 
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rened k into an ent:liaiiting^ abode. 
There he spent many happy days in 
the arms of phihisophy, the muses, 
and voluptuousness, assigning to 
his pleasures that portion of time 
which he had never refused them, 
reserving for study the hours for- 
Xacriy devoted to busmess; and re- 
Uniting around him a society select* 
ed from men of letters, men of the 
\f arid, and the most amiable of the 
other sex. Voltaire, who formed one 
of the party, declares he was en- 
ehanted with his visits. « I have 
tbtmd,'* sidd he, « in this illustrious 
Englishman, all the irrudition of his 
countiy, mingled with all the polite* 
ness of our own. I never heard any 
one pronounce our language with 
more energy and propriety. This 
man, who has been all his life en« 
gaged in pleasures and business, 
has, nevertheless, found means to 
learn, and to retain every thing. He 
is as well acquainted with the his- 
tory of the Egyptians as of the 
English. He is equally familiar with 
Virgil and Milton; and he loves 
French, Italian, and English poetry; 
but he loves them differently, be- 
cause he perfectly discerns the dif- 
ferent genius of each." 

Meanwhile, the mind of viscount 
Bolingbroke was continually busied 
about the means of returning to his 
native country. The earl of Stanhope, 
one of his most bitter enemies, was 
now dead [1721] but sir Robert 
Walpole was still in credit; the earl 
of Sunderland and the duke of Marl- 
borough, who were his friends, did 
npt long survive; while the dutchess 
di>wager, who professed a particular 
esteem for the man, " who alone, 
was worthy to praise her husband," 
na longer enjoyed any credit. 

As means were aboiit to be recur- 
red to in London, for repealing the 
bill of attainder, Madame de Villette 
was sent thithen, and, under the name 
of lady Bolingbroke, acted in con- 
oert with lord Harcourt. All their 
solicitations, however, would have 
proved ineffectual, but for the pa- 
tronage of the dut-chess of Kendaly 



who is said to have sold his lord^ 
ship's pardon at an enormous price! 
Be this as it may, he arrived at Ca- 
lais on the 1 Ith of May, 1723; four 
days after it had passed the great 
seal: but on learning that it extend- 
ed only to his life, and that he was 
deprived of the peerage and his 
estates, he immediately repaired te 
Aix*la*Chapelle. 

In 1725, lord Bolingbroke at 
length revisited his native country^' 
and an act of parliament was soon 
after passed for the purpose of re- 
storing his property to him; but the 
enmity, and it has been added, the 
jealousy of Walpole, prevented the- 
restoration of his dignities. The. 
conduct of the minister on this oc- 
casion excited the bitterest animo- 
sity on the part of Bolingbroke, who 
soon became one of the most violent^ 
as well as most formidable, of his 
political foes. As his father was still 
alive, and in possession of the prin- 
cipal estates, the viscount resolved 
to settle at « Dawley," near Ux- 
bridge, and there resigned himself 
to the enjoyment of country amuse- 
ments, and the company of the learn- 
ed, such as Swift and Pope. He also 
connected himself openly with the 
opposition, and published many able 
letters in the Craftsman, besides a 
variety of pamphlets, which occa- 
sioned a great sensation. On the de- 
mise of George 1. it was supposed 
that a change in the administration 
would have taken place; but Wal- 
pole was enabled to obtain a great- 
er share of credit under that than 
the preceding reign. The viscounty 
who was not discouraged by this un- 
expected circumstance, immediate- 
ly formed a strict union with Wil- 
liam Pulteney, afterwards earl of 
Bath, and then at the head of a 
most powerful party. 

Not\Vithstanding this, in 1735 he 
returned to France, and as he had 
sold the estate of la Source, he now 
hired the castle of Chanteloup, 
which was afterwards embellished 
by the celebrated duke de Choiseul, 
'while an exile like himself. Here, 
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as umiUt he resigned bxmelf to stu- 
c}y, to an intercourse vitii men of 
vity and to good cheer. 

His father having died in iT40, 
lord Bolingbroke received a consi- 
derable augmentation to his fortune; 
smd in 1742, on the change of mi- 
nisters, he returned a second time 
to England. He now obtained the 
confidence of the prince of Wales, 
father of the reigning monarch in 
our own time, to whom he address- 
ed, and for whom, indeed, he is 
said to have written, oilie of the most 
celebrated of his works. 

He spent the chief part of his 
time in Wiltshire,* and at Battersea, 
near London, where he had a libra- 
ry, equally valuable on account of 
the number and the rarity of the 
bboks contained there. " Boling- 
brcke, during the latter part of his 
life, was considered as an oracle, 
aoid regularly consulted as such by 
statesmen and men of letters. He 
was in full possession of glory, and 
was enjoying himself in the bosom 
of opulence and repose, when he be- 
came completely miserable from a 
single shock from the hand of blipd 
des}lny. The marchicHiess de Vil- 
lette, after languishing for several 
years, died on the 18th of March, 
1750, and he regretted her during 
the short remainder of his own life, 
which was only twenty months con- 
tinuance. Throughout the whole of 
that period, this philosopher never 
passed a single day without shed- 
ding tears. He himself was at length 
attacked by a slow and lingermg 
malady, which put his constancy to 
the severest proofs. An ulcer in his 
face gave him great pain; but he 
supported his anguish with a sto- 
icism, which had always constituted 
the basis of his principles. He died 
at Battersea, November 25, 1751, at 
the age of 79, and his fortune de- 
volved on his nephew. 

Immediately after the demise of 
the lady just alluded to, her rela- 
tions commenced a process against 



lm*d Bolingbroke, whi€tk not only 
tended to deprire him of his pro- 
perty in France, but to throw discre- 
dit on a person who had been so 
long dear to him. The cause was 
heard, and the sentence pronounced 
proved unfavourable to the hopes 
and wishes of the subject of diia 
memoir, whose life closed before 
he was enabled to take the proper 
means for obtaining a reversion of 
the judgment. But the marquis de 
Matignon, actuated by the Impulse 
of that mutual regard which had 
subsisted so long between them, im- 
mediately appesded to the parliament 
of Paris, and obtained a final deci- 
sion at a period when his friend was 
no more, with a view of rescuing 
his character and fortune from un- 
merited censure and loss. 

The character of Bolingbroke has 
afforded a fertile subject of discus- 
sion, both to his friends and his 
enemies. The earl of Orrery, on one 
hand, has observed, ^ that he united 
in himself the wisdom of Socrates, 
the dignity and ease of Pliny, and the 
delicacy of Horace, both in his wri- 
tings and conversations. He has been 
also praised by two great men, the 
earls of Chatham and Chesterfield, 
as well as by Swift, Pope, &c. On 
the other hand, Sheridan, Harvey, 
the bishop of Cloyne, with a multi-. 
tude of others, have attacked hi» 
memory. And, indeed, it has been' 
for many years past, the fashion to 
condemn his principles without 
scruple, and without remorse. The 
French editor of his works, main- 
tains that he was not an atheist. On 
the contrary, he asserts, on the ere-, 
dit of Mrs. Mallet, who died about 
fifteen years since, at the age of 
eighty, " that himself. Swift, and 
Pope, constitued a society of pure 
deists; and that, although the se-J 
cond of these, being dean of St Pa-, 
trick's, was somewhat more reserv- 
ed than the rest, yet he was funda- 
mentally of the same way of think- 
ing." 



' Au chateau de Lydiard, dans la province de Wiits." 
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WILLIAM PENN, AND tHE TBIAIj. BY JUllt. 



THE great, singular, and intre- 
pid Englishman, whom it is here 
proposed to exhibit in a new poinn; 
of view, was born in London, in the 
year 1644. His father^ who was an 
admiral of some note, not only as^ 
sisted in the capture of Jamaica^ 
during the protectorate of Crom- 
well, but also served with applause 
imder the duke of York. Having 
distinguished himself in a seafight 
with the Dutch, he was knighted, 
and admitted into favour, notwith- 
standing his zeal during the usur- 
pation. 

Young Penifi domplieted his edu- 
cation at Christ Church, and^, as he 
then gave an early presage of his 
future talents, a fond father, doubt- 
less, formed high expectations of 
the fortunes of so accomplished a 
son. But those hopes were apparent- 
ly blasted by a most extraordinary 
evient; for our Oxonian suddenly be- 
came a convert to the doctrines of 
dfie quakers, a new and obscure 
sect; Suspected by the royalists, and 
odious to the reigning monarch. So 
recently had their peculiar doctrines 
sprung ijfp, that George Fox, the 
founder, was stiil alive; and Wil- 
liam Loe, one of his most zealous 
disciples, who had enlisted the sub- 
ject of this memoir under his ban- 
liers, in imitation of his master, was 
about' to travel into foreign coun- 
tries, for the sole purpose of propa- 
gating the faith abroad. 

The enraged parent remonstrated 
lii vain; his threats to discard, and 
even to disinherit, his only son, 
were of no avail; for filial obedience 
was not proof against a call of the 
9fiiritj and the sacrifice of a father's 
love, and a father's wealth, appear- 
ed, in the heyday of life, and amidst 
the fervour of enthusiasm, to be only 
a step towards that martyrdom, of 



which })e then seemed to b^ ambi« 
tious. The admiral, however, never 
forsook hiiu entirely; and it was 
through his intercession, that the 
youi\g njan was relieved from pri- 
son at Cork, after having been com- 
mitted for preaching there. 

Notwithstanding this incident^ 
which might have abated the fer- 
vours of one less replete with zeal, 
we find our young quake r, on his 
return to London, employed in- wri-' 
ting and publishing a book, for the 
express purpose of showing the be- 
nefits to be derived from suffeiing;^ 
and this very book, entitled, " Nq^ 
Cross, no Crown," was the cause of 
his suffering anew, as it occasioned 
his committal to the tower. 

On his release, he persisted in his 
former course of life, and preached 
frequently in publick; but, notwith- 
standing this, the admiral at length 
became reconciled to, and bequeath- 
ed him his whole property, which, 
was pretty considerable. That very 
year in which the latter died, was 
rendered memorable by the bold, 
manly, and patriotick conduct of a 
son, who, notwithstanding the sin- 
gularity and seeming quaintness of 
his religious opinions, would have 
conferred honour on tlie noblest fa- 
mily in the kingdom. Persisting in 
his original intentions, and neither 
swayed by worldly interests on one 
hand, nor alarmed by the fear of a 
very jealous, capricious, and arbi- 
trary government, on the other, Mr. 
Penn pursued that career which he 
considered to be pointed out by a 
sense of duty. Notwithstanding a 
body of soldiers had taken posses- 
sion of the meeting house in « Gra- 
cious, street,"* August 15, 1670, he 
preached iit the immediate vicinity 
as before. On this, he was appre- 
hended, committed by the lordmay- 



♦ €racecharcb' street. 
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Aldermen, 



•r, waA tried for the same, alone 
with WUliam Mead,* at the Old 
Bailey, on the first, third, fourth, and 
fifth of September following. Oo 
this occasion, the bench consisted of: 

Samuel Starling, lordmayor. 

John Howcl, recorder. ♦ 

Thomas Bludworth," 

William Peak, 

Richard Ford, 

Sir John Robinson, 

Joseph Shelden, 

Richard Brown, 

It is important here, that the 
names of the jury should be also re« 
corded, not only as a mark of re- 
spect to them, but also as an exam- 
ple to their fellow subjects, viz. 

I. Thomas Veer. 

S. Edw^ard Bushel. 

3. John Hammond. 

4. Charles Mllson. 

5. Gregory Walklet. 
6» John Brightman. 
7.. William Plumsted. 

8. Henry Henley. 

9. James Damask. 

10. Henry Michel. 

11. William Lever. 
13. John Baily. 

The indictment purported, « that 
William Penn and William Mead, 
the latter late of London, linen dra- 
per, with div.ers persons to the ju- 
rors unknown, to the number of 
three hundred, did unlawfully, as* 
semble, and congregate themselves 
with force of arms, &c. to the dis- 
turbance of the peace of our lord 
the king; and that William Penn, 
by agreement between him and 
William Mead, did take upon him- 
self to preach and speak, in con- 
tempt of the said lord the king» and 
of his law, to the great disturbance 
of his peace," 8cc. 



Havi&i;- pleaded. « not guiky," the 
court adjourned until the afternoon, 
and* the prisoners, being again 
brought to the bar, were there de- 
tained during five hours, while 
house breakers, murderers, 8cc. were 
tried. On the 3d of September, the 
same ceremony took place asbefore) 
with only this difif^rence, that on 
one of the officers pulling off the 
hats of the two prisoners, the lord 
mayor exclaimed: '< Sirrah, who bid 
you put off their hats ? put on their 
hats again ?'' 

Recorder^ to the firi8oner9,^~.Do 
you know where you are ? Do you 
know it is the king's court? 

Fen?i, I know it to be a court, 
and I suppose it to be the king's 
court. 

Recorder, Do you not know there 
is respect due to the court ? And 
why do you not pull off your hat ? 

Penn, Because I do not believe 
that to be any respect. 

Recorder. Well, the court sets 
forty marks a piece upon your heads, 
as a fine for your contempt of the 
court. 

Penn. I desire it may be ob- 
served, that we came into the court 
with our hats off (that is, taken off) 
and if they have been put on since^ 
it was by order of the bench; and, 
therefore, not we, but the bench 
should be fined. 

After this, the juiy were again 
sworn, on which sir J. Robinson, 
lieutenant of the Tower, objected 
i^gainst Edward Bushel, as he had 
not kissed the book, and, there- 
fore, would have him sworn again^ 
<< though, indeed, it was on purposiQ 
to have made use of his tenderness 
of conscience in avoiding reiterated 
paths to have put him by his l^eing, 
a juryman, apprehending him to be 



• On inquiry it has been discovered, that Mr. Mead had been originally a trades- 
man in London; but, during the civil wars, lie, like many others, obtained a commission 
in the array, and was known by the appellation of captain Mead It is not at all impro- 
bable, that he took the same side as William Penn's father; and, indeed, his conduct 
on this occasion displays somewhat of the repubtican intrepidity of those days. 
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a person not fit to answer their ar- 
bitrary ends."* 

James Cooky the first witness, be* 
ing called, swore, that he saw Mr. 
Penn speaking to the people in 
Gracechurch street^ but could not 
hear what he ssad^ on account of the 
noise. Richard Read deposed ex** 
actly in the same manner, and to 
the same eifect; but added, that he 
«8aw captain Mead speaking to 
lieutenant Cook, yet what he said 
he could not tell." The third wit- 
ness was equally incotopetent to 
prove any thing against Mr. Penn; 
and as <^ for captain Mead," said he^ 
« I did not see him there." 

Mr, Recorder HoiveL What say 
you, Mr. Mead, were you there ? 

William Mead, It is a maxim of 
your own law, nemo tenetur accusare 
aeifisujn; which, if it be not true 
Latin, I am sure it is true English, 
" that no man is bound to accuse 
himself;" and why dost thou offer to 
ensnare me with such a question ? 
Doth not this show thy malice \ Is 
this like unto a judge that ought to 
be counsehibr the prisoner at the 
bar ? <^ 

Recorder, Sir, hold your tongue; 
I did not go about to ensnare you. 
. Penn, We confess ourselves to 
be so far from recanting, or declin- 
ing to vindicate the assembling of 
ourselves to preach, pray, or wor- 
ship the eternal, holy, just God; that 
we declare to all the world, that we 
do believe it to be our indispensable 
duty to meet incessantly upon so 
good an account; nor shall all the 
powere upon earth be able to divert 
us from reverencing and adoring 
our Crod who made us. 

Mderman Brown, You are not 
here for worshipping God, but for 
breaking the law; you do yourselves 
great wrong in going on in that dis^ 
course. 



Penn* I affirm Ihtve broken no 
laW) nor am I guilty of the indict- 
ment that is laid to my charge; and 
to the end the bench^ the jury, andi 
myself, with these that hear us, ma^ 
have a more direct understanding, I 
desire you would let me know by 
what law it is you prosecute me» 
and upon what law you grounded 
my indictment ? 

Recorder, Upon the common law. 

Penn, Where is that common few? 

Recorder, You must not think 
that I am able to run up so many 
years, and eversomany adjudged 
cases, which we call common kiwy 
to answer your curiosity, 

Penn, This answer, I am sure, 
is very short of my question^ for, if 
it be common, it should not be so 
hard to produce. 

Recorder. Sir, will you plead to 
your indictment I 

Penn. Shall I plead to an indict- 
ment that hath no foundation in law l 
If it contain that law you say I have 
broken, why should you decline to 
produce that law, since it will bo 
impossible for the jury to determine 
or agree to bring in their verdict^ 
who have not the law produced by 
which they should measure the 
truth of this indictment, and the 
guilt, or contrary, of my fact \ 

Recorder, You are a saucy fel- 
low; speak to the indictment. [At 
this time, several upon the benck 
urged hard upon the prisoner to 
bear him down.] 

Penn, I say it is my place to 
speak to matter of law; V^m arraign- 
ed a prisoner; my liberty, which is 
next to life itself, is now concerned^ 
you are many mouths and ears 
against me, and if I must not be 
allowed to make the best of my 
case, it is bard: I say again, unless 
you show me, and the people, the 
law you ground your indict(nent 



• See a scarce and valuable tract, printed for William Butler, 1682, and entitled, 
"Tlie Veople's ancient and just Liberties asserted, in the Trial of William Penn and 
William Mead, at the Sessions held at the Old Bailey, &c. against the most arbitrary 
procedure of that court." * Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and write 
grievousness, which they had prescribed lo turn away U^e needy from judgfemcnt, aud 
take away," &c. Zaau x. 1, % 

Vol. IV. ^ % r^ T ' 
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upon, I shall take it for granted, 
your proceedings are merely arbi- 
trary. 

Recorder. The question is-— 
Whether you are guilty of this in- 
dictment ? 

Penn. The q\iestion is not whe- 
ther I am guilty of this indictment, 
but whether this indictment be legal? 
It is too general and imperfect an 
answer, to say it is the common law, 
unless we knew both where and 
what it is; for where there is no 
law, there is no transgression; and 
that law which is not in being, is so 
far from being common, that it is 
no law at all? 

JRecorder. You are an imperti- 
nent fellow; will you teach the court 
what law is ? It is Lex non scrifita^ 
that which many have studied thirty 
or forty years to know, and would 
you have me to tell you in a mo- 
ment ? 

Penn. Certainly, if the common 
law be so hard to be understood, it 
is far fi*om being common; but if 
the lord Coke, in his Institutes, be 
of any consideration, he tells us 
that common law is common right, 
and that common right is the great 
charter of privileges confirmed 9 
Henry 3, 29, 25. Edwaixl I; 1 and 2; 
Edward III, 8. Coke Instit. 2 p. 
56. I design no affront to the court, 
but to be heard in my just plea; and 
I must plainly tell you, that if fou 
will deny me Oyer of the law, which 
you say I have broken, you do at 
once deny me an acknowledged 
right, and evidence to the whole 
world your resolution to sacrifice 
the privileges of Englishmen, to 
your sinister and arbitrary designs. 

Recorder. Take him away: my 
lord, if you take not^some course 
with this pestilent fellow to stop his 
mouth, we shall not be able .to do 
any thing to night. 

Lord Mayor. Take him away, 
take him away; turn him into the 
Baile Dock. 

Penn. These are but so many 
vain exclamations: Is this justice or 
true judgment ? Must I, therefore, 



be taken away, because I plead for 
the fundamental laws of England ^ 
However, this I leave upon your 
consciences who are of the jury (aad 
my sole judges) that if the&e an- 
cient fundamental laws, which relate 
to liberty and property, and are not 
limited to particular persuasions in 
religion, must not foe indispensably 
maintained and observed, who can 
say he hath a right to the coat upno 
his back ? 

Recorder. Be silent there. 

Perm. I am not to be silent in a 
case wherein I am so much con- 
cerned, and not only myself, but 
many ten thousand fainilies be- 
sides. 

They now dragged him into the 
Baile Dock; but William Mead« 
being still left in court, spoke as 
follows: « You men of the jury, 
here i do now stand to answer to an 
indictment against me, which is a 
bundle of stuff, full of lies and false- 
hoods: for therein am I accused, 
that I met -vi et arinis^ iUicite et tu- 
multuoBc, Time was when I had 
freedom to use a carnal weapon, and 
then I thought I feared no man; but 
now I fear the living God, and dare 
not make use thereof, nor hurt any 
man. You men of- the jury who are 
my judges, if the recorder will not 
tell you what makes a riot, a rout, 
or an unlawful assembly, Cook 
[Coke] he that once they called the 
lord Cook [Coke] tells us, that a 
riot is, when three or more are met 
together to beat a man, or to enter 
forcibly into another man's land, to 
cut down his, grass, his wood, or 
break down his pales. 

Recorder. I thank you, sir, that 
you will tell me what the law is.— 
[Scornfully pulling off his hat] 

Mead. Thou mayest put on thy 
hat, I have never a fee for thee now. 

Alderman Brown. He talks at 
random; one while an independent, 
another while some other religion; 
and now a quaker, and next a pa- 
pist. 

Mead. Turpe est doctori cum 
QUlpa redarguit ad ipsum. 

uigiiizea oy -v^j v^vypi i\^ 
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Lord Mayor, You deserve u> 
Have your tongue 'cut out. 

Recorder, If you discourse in 
this manner, I shall take occasion 
against you. 

Mr. Mead having been now also 
thrust into the Baile Dock, the fol- 
lowing charge was given to the jury, 
in the absence of the prisoners: 

Recorder, You have heard what 
the indictment is. It is for preach- 
ing to the people, and drawing a tu<* 
multuous company after them; and 
Mr. Penn was speaking. If they 
should not be disturbed, you see 
they will go on; there are three or 
four witnesses >^that have proved 
this, that he did preach there, and 
that Mr. Mead did allow of it; after 
this, you have heard by substantial 
ivitnesses what issaid against them. 
Now we are upon the matter of 
fact, which you are to keep to and 
observe, what has been fully sworn, 
at your peril. 

Penn, [With a loud voice, from 
the Baile Dock] I appeal to the jury, 
v^ho are my judges, and this great 
assembly, whether the proceedings 
of the court are not most arbitrary, 
and yoid of all law, in offering to 
give the jury their charge in the 
absence of the prisoners. I say it is 
directly opposite to, and destructive 
of, the undoubted right of every 
English prisoner, as Cook, in the 
2d Inst. 29, on the phap. of Magna 
Charta speaks. 

Recorder, Why ye are present; 
you do hear, do you not ? 

Penn. No thanks to the court that 
commanded me into the Baile Dock; 
and you of the jury take notice, 
that I have not been heard; neither 
can you legally depart the court be- 
fore I have been fully heard, having 
at least ten or twelve material points 
to offer, in order to invalid their 
ajifiointment. 

Recorder, Pull the fellow down; 
pull him down. 

Mead, Are these proceedings ac- 
cording to the rights and pri\nleges 



of Eaglishmen, that we should not 
be heard ? 

Recorder, Take them away into 
the hole. 

The jury were now desired to go 
up stairs, in order to agree upon a 
verdict; and the prisoners remained 
in the "stinking hole." After an 
hour and a half's time, eight came, 
down agreed, but four remained 
above, until sent for. The bench 
used niany threats to the four that 
dissented; and the recorder, address- 
ing himself to Mr. Bushel, said^ 
" Sir, yod are the cause of this dis- 
turbance, and manifestly show.your- 
self an abettor of faction. I shall set 
a mark upon you, sir." 

Mdertnan ^ir J. Robinson^ lieute^ 
nant of the tower. Mr. Bushel, I 
have known you near this fourteen^ 
years; you have thrust yourself upoa 
this jury, because you think there is 
some service for you; I tell ^you, 
that you deserve to be indicted more 
than any man that hath been brought 
to the bar this day. 

Mr, Bushel, No, sir John, there 
were three score before me; and I 
would willingly have got off, hut 
could not. 

Alderman Bludworth. JVIr. Bushel, 
we know what you are. 

Lord Mayor^ Sirrah, you axe an 
impudent fellow; I will put a mark 
upon you I 

The jury being then sent back 
to consider their verdict, remained 
for some time; and, on their return, 
the clerk having asked in the usual 
manner: « Is William Penn guilty of 
the matter wherein he stands indict- 
ed, or not guilty?" the foreman re- 
plied, " Guilty of speaking in Gra- 
cious street. 

Court, Is that all ? 

Foreman, That is all I have ip 
commission. 

Recorder, You had as good say 
nothing. 

Lord Mayor, Was it not an un- 
lawful assembly ? You mean he wa3 
speaking to a tumult of people there^ 
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Foreman. Mf lordy thia was all I 
had in coinmission. 

Here some of the jury seeming 
<< to buckle to the questions of the 
court,'* Mr. Bushel, Mr. Hammond, 
and some others, opposed them- 
selves, and said, " they allowed of 
no such tei*ms as an unlawful assem- 
bly:" at which the lord mayor, the 
recorder, sir J. Robinson, lieutenant 
of the tower, and alderman Blud- 
worth ^ took great occasion to vilifie 
them with most opprobrious lan- 
guage;" and this verdict not serving 
their turn, the recorder expressed, 
himself thus: " The law of England 
will not allow you to part till you 
have given in your verdict, there- 
fore go and consider it once more." 

On this tlie jury declared, that 
they had given m their verdict, and 
could give in no other. They with- 
drew, however, after demanding and 
obtaining pen, ink, and papery and 
returning once more, at the expira- 
tion of half an hour, the foreman 
addressed himself to the clerk of 
the peace, and, presenting the fol- 
lowing decision, said, here is our 
verdict: " We the jurors, hereafter 
named, do find William Penn to be 
guilty of speaking or preaching to 
an assembly met together in Gra- 
cious street, the 14th of August last, 
lerc; and that William Mead is not 
guilty of the said indictment* 

Foreman. Thomas Veer. 

Edward Bushel," Sec. 

Lord Mayor, What! will you be 
led by such a silly fellow as Bush- 
el? An impudent canting fellow: I 
warrant you, you shall come no more 
upon juries in haste: you are a fore- 
man, indeed 1 1 thought you had un- 
derstood your place better. 

Recorder, Gentlemen, you shall 
not be dismissed till we have a ver- 
dict that the court will accept, and 
you shall be locked up without 
meat, drink, fire, and tobacco; you 
shall not think thus to . abuse the 
court; we will have a verdict by the 
help of God, or you shall starve for 
it. 



Perm, My jiiryr who -are'^-my 
judges, ought not to be thus mena- 
ced; their verdict should be free, 
and iiot compelled; the bench ought 
to wait upon [ior} them^ h\A not 
forestal them. I do desire tbat jus- 
tice may be done me, and. that the 
arbitrary resolves c»f the bench, may 
not be made the measure of my ju- 
17's verdict. 

Recorder. Stop that prating fel- 
low, or put him out of the court. 

Lord Mayor. You have heard that 
he preached, that he gathered a 
company of tumultuous people, and 
that they not only did disobey the 
martial power, but the civil also. 

Penn, It is a great mistake; we 
did not make the tumult, but they 
that interrupted us 1 The jury can- 
not be so ignorant as to tJiink that 
we met there with a design to dt&« 
turb the civil peace, since, first, we 
were by force of arms kept out of 
our lawful house, and met as near 
it in the street, as their soldiers 
would give u^ leave; and second- 
ly, because it was no new things 
and it is known that we are a 
peaceable people, and cannot offer 
violence to any man* The agree- 
ment of twelve men is a verdict in 
law; and such a one being given by 
the jury, I require the clerk of the 
peace to record it, as he will an- 
swer at his peril. And if the jury 
bring in another verdict, contradic- 
tory to this, I affirm they are peiju* 
red men in law. Then looking to- 
wards them, he emphatically added, 
** You are Englishmen 1 mind your 
privilege, give not away your righti*' 

One of the jury having pleaded 
indisposition, and desired to be dU* 
missed, the lord mayor said, " You 
are as strong as any of them; starve 
then, and hold your principles." 
• Recorder. Gei^tlemen you must 
be contented with your hard fate, let 
your patience overcome it; for the 
court is resolved to have a verdictand 
that before you can be dismissed. 

Jury, We are agreed I 

The . cpurt Jio V ; .3Wore sox^ral of 
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its officers to keep the Vary all night, 
without tficat^ drink, fire, &c. and 
adjourned to seven o'clock next 
tnomin^, -which proved to be Sun- 
day. They were then brought up as 
before, when, having persevered in 
their verdict, Mr. Bushel was re- 
proved* as a f(utiQU9 fetlo^^ by the 
lord mayior; on this he replied, that 
he acted " conscientiously.^* The 
other observed, that such a con- 
science would cut his throat; < but I 
\^iW cut your's/ added he, < so soon 
as I cstt.*' 

Mr. Peim now asked the re- 
corder, if he allowed the verdict 
given in respect to William Mead ? 
That magistrate replied, no; as they 
-were both ittdicted for a conspiracy, 
and one being found "not guilty," 
and not the other, it could not '^e a 
yeixiict. 

P€nn, If nm ipdlty be not a ver- 
dict, then ybu make of the jury, and 
Magna Charta, but a mere nose of 
wax f I affirni:, that the consent of a 
jury is a verdict in lav*?; and if Wil- 
liam Mead be not guilty, I am clear, 
as I could not possibly conspire aIone« 
' The jury again received a 
charge; were sent out; returned, and 
presented the same verdict. On 
this, the recorder threatened Mr. 
Bushel, and said, " while he had any 
thing to do in the city, he would 
lULve an eye upon him!" The lord 
mayor termed him a pitiful fellow, 
and added, « I will cut his nose." 

Penn, It is intolerable that my* 
jury should be thus menaced: Is this 
according to the fundamental laws ? 
Are not they my proper judges by 
l^e great charter of England ? What 
hope is there of ever having justice 
done, when juries are threatened, 
and their verdicts rejected ? I am 
concerned to speak, and grievous to 
see such arbitrary proceedings. Did 
not the lieutenant of the tower ren- 
der [treat] one of them Tthe jury) 
worse than a felon ? And ao you not 
plainly seem to condemn such for 
factious fellows, who answer npt 
your ends ? Unhappy are those 5u- 



ries who are threatened to he lined, 
and starved, and ruined, if they give 
not In Verdicts contrary to their 
consciences. 

Recorder, My lord, you must- 
take a course with that same fel- 
low. 

Lord Mayor, Stop his mouth, 
jailor, bring fetters, and stake him 
to the ground. 

Penn, Do your pleasui*e;' I mat- 
ter not your fetters ! 

Recorder. Till now, I never un- 
derstood the reason of the policy and 
prudence of the Spaniards, in suf- 
fering the inquisition among them; 
and certainly it will never be well, 
with us, till something like unto the 
Spanish inquisition be in England. 

The jury were once more re- 
quired to give another verdict; Mr. 
Lee, the clerk, was also desired to 
draw up a special one, which he de- 
clined; and the recorder threatened 
to haVe the jurors carted about the 
city, as in Edward III.'s time. The 
foreman remonstrated in vain, that 
any other verdict zvould be a force 
on them to save their lives; and the^ 
jury refused to go out of court 
until obliged by the sheriff. On 
this, the court immediately ad- 
journed until next morning at seven' 
o'clock, when the prisoners were, 
as usual, brought from Newgate, 
and, being placed at the bar, th^ 
clerk demanded. Is William Penn 
guilty, or not guilty ? Foreman, Not 
guilty! Is William Meade guilty,' or 
not guilty? Foreman, Nbt guilty! 
The bench being still dissatisfied, 
each of the jury was required to an- 
swer distinctly to his namfe, which 
being done, and they proving una- 
nimous, the recorder spoke as fol- 
lows: 

lam sorry, gentlemen, you have 
followed your own judgments and 
opinions rather thai) the good and 
wholesome advice that was given 
you. God keep my life out of your 
hands! But for this the court lines 
you forty marks »man, and [cem- 
niands] imprisonment until paid. 
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William Penn, I demand my li- 
berty; being freed by the jury. 

Lord Mayor, No, you are in for 
your fines,- for contempt of ^he 
court. 

Penn. I ask if it be according to 
the fundamental laws of England, 
tliat any Englishman should be fined, 
or amerced, but by the judgment 
of his peers, or jury? since it ex- 
pressly contradicts the 14th and 
29th chapter of the great charter 
of England, which says, " No free- 
man ought to be amerced, but by 
the oath of good and lawful men of 
the vicins^e." 

Recorder. Take him away, take 
him away; take him out of court. 

Peim. I can never urge the fun- 
, damental laws of England, but you 
cry, take him awayy take him away' 
But it is now order, since the Spa- 
nish inquisition hath so great a place 
^ in the recorder's heart. God Al- 
mighty, who is just, will judge you 
all for these things. 

So far tliis curious tract. 

Both jury and prisoners were now 
forced into the Baile-Dock, for non 
payment of their fines, whence they 
were carried to Newgate. These 
proceedings, of course, aroused the 
' attention of a nation, justly jealous 
of the government of such a profli- 
gate and arbitrary prince as Charles 
II. and indignant at the conduct of 
such a judge as Howel. Sy* Thomas 
Smith, about a century before, had 
considered the fining, imprisoning, 
and punishing of juries, to be vio- 
lent, tyrannical, and contrary to the 
custom rf the realm of England. 
While the celebrated sir Matthew 
Hale, who had been chief baron of 
the exchequer, and chief justice of 
the king's bench, in this very reign, 
observed, in his Pleas of the Crown, 
p. 313, that it would be a most 
unhappy case for the judge him- 
self, if the prisoner's fiiic depend- 



ed upon his directipns, and un- 
happy also for the prisoner; as, if 
the judge's opinion must rule the 
verdict, the trial by jury would be 
useless. 

Edward Bushel, a citizen of Lon-, 
don, whose name deserves to be 
handed down to posterity with ap- 
plause, immediately sued out a writ 
of habeas corfiua. Upon the return, 
it was stated, that he had been com- 
mitted " for that, contrary to law, 
and against full and clear evidence 
openly given in court, and against 
the direction of the court in matter 
of law, he, as one of a jury, had ao 
quitted William Penn and William 
Meade, to the great obstruction of 
justice." This cause was at length 
heard in the supariour court; and, 
after a solemn argument before the 
twelve judges, the above was resolv- 
ed to be " an insufiicient cause for 
fining and committing the jury." 
They were accordingly discharged, 
and they brought actions for da- 
mages. 

Eleven years after this, William 
Penn bent the whole force of his 
capacious mind to a great and noble 
undertaking. Having, in 168 1, obtain- 
ed from the crown the grant of a 
large tract of land in America, since 
named Pennsylvania, after himself, 
as a compensation for the arrears 
due to him as executor to his father, 
he took over with him a colony of 
quakers, and founded Philadelphia, 
or the City of Brethren, in allusion 
to their union and fraternal affection. 
After thus establishing the begin- 
nings of a future empire, and pro- 
pounding a body of laws, this truly 
great man, who reflects so much 
lustre on the name of Englishman, 
returned to his native country, and 
died near Beaconsfield, in Berk- 
shire, of an apoplexy, in 1718, at 
the age of seventy four. 
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CRITICAL REMARKS ON SHAKSPEARE. 



MIDSUMMER NIGHT's DREAM. 
Mt I. Scene 1. 
My v:^racious duke. 
This man hath witched the bosom of my 

child; 
Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her 
rhimes. 

By rhimesy seem to be meant some 
kind of metrical charms, and not 
merely love-verses, which Lysander 
is afterwards charged with singing 
by moonlight at Hermia's window. 
So Rosalind, in As You Like It. Act 
iii. Scene 6. >' I was never so be- 
rhimed since Pythagoras's time, 
when I was an Irish rat, which I 
h ardly rem embe r." 

The human mortals want their winter 
here, &c. Act II. Scene 2. 

" Shakspeare, without question, 
wrote," says Dr. Warburton, '« win- 
ter heryed," that is, praised or cele- 
brated. The word is to be found in 
Spenser's Calendar. Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, with far superiour judg- 
ment, proposes to read " winter 
cheer." And Dr. Johnson, yet more 
happily, " wonted year," though he 
^still thinks Titania's account confu- 
sed and inconsequential; and there- 
fore, in imitation of Scanger's expe- 
riment upon the Gallus of Virgil, 
he ventures upon a transposition of 
the lines, containing, it must be al- 
lowed, much display of ingenuity. 
There is, however, no occasion for 
carrying critical temerity so far. Ti- 
tania enumerates the various cala- 
mities with which the earth was af- 
flicted, in consequence of the quarrel 
subsisting between her and Oberon; 
and apparently closes the account 
tvith observing, that " the human 
mortals want their wonted year,** 
She immediately adds, not by way 
•f consequence, but as resuming the 
subject: 

* No nig-ht is now with hymn or carol blest 
Therefore the moon, the governess of 
floods. 



Pale in her anger washes all the air. 
And through this distemperature we see 
The seasons alter," &c. 

That is, we are perpetually disturb- 
ed with thy brawls; therefore, oup 
hymns and carols -are neglected: 
therefore, the moon, the governess 
of floods, is offended: therefore, no 
longer adored, and pale in her anger, 
she washes all the air: therefore, the 
seasons alter, &c. There is hereby a 
regular series of deductions. Dr. J. 
supposes the devotion of the human, 
not of the fairy race, to suffer in- 
terruption; and his construction is, 
« Men find no winter; therefore, they 
sing no hymns; therefore, the moon, 
provoked by this omission, alters the 
seasons;" — that is, the alteration of 
the seasons produces the alteration 
of the seasons. This is clearly erro- 
neous. 

" The honey-bags steal from the humble 

bees, 
And for wax-tapers crop their waxen 

thighs. 
And light them at the fiery ja^low-worm'ft 

eyes.'* Act III. Scene 1. 

« I know not," says Dr. Johnson, 
« how Shakspeare, who commonly 
derived his knowledge of nature 
from his own observation, happened 
to place the glow-worm's light in his 
eyes, which is only in his tail.'^ But 
is it not evident that Shakspeare 
purposely sacrificed, in this instance,^ 
physical accuracy of description to 
poetical effect? Who would advise, 
or could approve of, any altei'ation ? 

And what poor duty cannot do. 
Noble respect takes it in might, not me- 
rit. Act V. Scene 1. 

The meaning is, that a generous 
mind takes the laborious effort, or 
endeavour, to please in lieu of me- 
rit. Dr. Johnson proposes to read, 
« take not in might but merit." This 
is plausible, but it is not Shakspe*. 
rian phraseology. 
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This drama exhibit* an extraor- 
dinary mixture of humour and in- 
vention, of poetry and pathos, of 
negligence and absurdity. We may 
conjecture, from the title of Mid- 
summer Night's Dream, bestowed 
upon it by the author, that Shak- 
speare himself was not insensible of 
its wild and fantastical complexion. 
Yet it contains scenes of distinguish- 
ed excellence, and many passages 
which the inspiration of the highest 
genius only could dictate. 

MK&CHANT OP TKNICE. 
MtJV. Scene 1. 
For affections. 
Masters of puSftioti» sway it to the mood 
Of what il iikes or loaths. 

This passage has been deemed 
very difficult, and it has given rise 
to numerous alterations and conjec- 
tures. Mr. Malone's is the last and 
best. He understands, by affection, 
the disposition of the mind; and, by 
passion, corporal sensation: that is, 
the inclinations of the mind govern 
the acts of the body. A similar dis- 
tinction prevails in a passage in 
Airs Well that Ends Well: 

^Gome, conrte, disclose 



The state of your affections; for your pas- 
sions 
Have to the full appeached. 

It seems extraordinary that the 
character of Shy lock sl>ould ever 
have been regarded as allied to co- 
medy. Yet we know, that l)efore 
Macklin appeared, it was represent-- 
ed, or rather misrepresented, by 
Hippesley, the Shuter of his time, in 
a style of merriment. And very re- 
cently, Mr. Cooke, who is an excel- 
lent comedian, but whose powers in 
tragedy are very limited, has at- 
tempted to introduce something. of 
comick effect into his performance 
of this character, which cannot be 
approved by those who remember 
the deeply-tragick colouring of 
Macklin. 

" Look how the floor of heaven 



Is thick inliud with pattens of briglit 

gold; 
There's not the smallest orb which thott 

behold'stf 
But in h^8 motion like an angel sings. 
Still quiring to the young-eyed chcru- 

bims: 
Such harmony is in immortal souls; 
But wliilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear 

it. Mt r. Scene 1. 

Dr. Warburton changes, erroneous- 
ly, beyond a doubt, souh to sounds. 
Dr. Johnson rightly explains the 
passage, by interpreting harmony to 
be the power of perceiving harmony; 
as musick in the soul is the qualitj 
of being moved with concord of 
sweet sounds. But he alters, without 
necessity, and by a deviation from 
the true meaning, '* immortal souls" 
to ^ the Immortal soul." The pur^ 
port of the passage is, *' such power 
of deriving bliss from harmony re- 
sides in the immortal souls of men, 
as we41 as in angels and cherubiras; 
but we cannot exercise it In the 
present inferiour state of existence. 



AS YOU LIKE IT— .^C/ //. Sccnc 7. 

—And tlien the justice 
In fair round belly with good capon linM, 
With eyes severe and beard of formal 

cut. 
Full of wise saws and modem instances^ 
And so he jpjays his part. 

Dr. Warburton observes, that Shak- 
speare uses modern in the doubje 
sense; that the Greeks used x»voc 
both for recens and absurdus. But 
modem is not used by Shakspeare, 
either for recens or absufdus^ but 
for slight or trivial; as in this very 
play, act iv. scene 1: " And betray 
themselves to every modern cen- 
sure." So in king John, "And scorns 
a modern invocation.'* And in All's 
Well that Ends Well, " Her insuit 
coming with her modem grace;" 
and in Macbeth (to quote no farther 
examples) " Where violent sorrow 
seems a modem ecstacy. The mean- 
ing is, That the justice has collected a 
great number of commonplace max- 
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im&> which be k forward and eager 
to appFy to every slight and trivial 
occasion. 

Blow, blow, thou winter wind; 
Thou art not so unkind 

As man's ingratitude; 
Thy tooth is not so keen. 
Because thou art not soen. 

Although thy breath be rude. tb»Ib» 

Various attempts have been made 
tpcorrectthe fifth line of this litanza, 
hut with very ill success. Dr* War- 
btrton WQukl fain persuade us to 
read, ^< thou art not sheen;" that is^ 
^lining or smiling. Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, by a dangerous and unwar* 
rantable license, cl^anges the whole 
Jine to '^ thou causest not that teen." 
■Dr. Farmer proposes, (^ because the 
heart's not. seen." And Mr. Mus- 
grave, " because tliou art foreseen." 
After all, perhaps, the only altera- 
tion necessary may be teen for aeen^ 
and the sense will then be, « Be- 
cause, though thou art pain, thou 
art not sorrow; though thou art* a 
sharp and bitter evil, still thou art 
a natural and not a mental one." 



» Will you sterner be 



Than he that dies and lives by bloody 
drops ? Act III. Scene 5. 

After several learned notes on this 
passage, and - proposals of amend- 
niient, we have a common-sense ex- 
planation of it in three lines, by Mr. 
Tollot, viz. ^' He who liyes and dicfs 
by bloody droi)A> cpnticiues to the 
end of life in the office of an execu- 
tioner." So, act v. scene 2, of this 
play,.we r<^d: 

'" Here will 1 live and die a sheplierd." 

Many will swoon when they do look on 

blood, , 
There is niore in it— cousin! — Ganimedcl** 
Jet TF. Scene 3. 

;« Celia, in her first fright,'' says Dr. 
Johnson, " forgets Rosalind's pha-, 
,ractcr and disguise, and calls out, 
'cousm ! Then I'ccollects herself^ and 
says, ' Ganimedc!" And, in her 
fright, too, it may be remarked, shp 
is very near blabbing t.he.sepret of 
yoL. V. 3 Y 



Rosalind's love for Orlando. « There 
iai iBore in it." These are genuine 
touches of nature. 

Tilis Ifi a very interesting and beau- 
tifttt comedy. The pastoral and fo- 
rest scenery, connected with the fa- 
ble, gives it a wild and romantick 
air. The characters are natural, and 
delineated with skill and felicity. 
That of the melancholy Jaques, is 
altogether original, and exhibits ex^ 
iq[uisite touches of Shakspeare's crea* 
tive pencil. 

TasUNO 07 TH(B ShSIKW. 

Dr. Farmer has, without any ex- 
ternal proof, and in contradiction to 
the strongest internal evidence, pro<- 
nounced Shakspeare's property in 
this excellent drama to be eij^treme- 
ly disputable. The truth is, that a 
play under the same name, and 
founded upon the same story, had 
appeared, A. D. 1607; and it cannot 
be denied that this play was closely- 
imitated by Shakspeare, in respect 
both to character and incident. But 
the general composition of the old 
play is very mean, and the dialogue 
was almost entirely i)ew-written by 
the great poet. Who can doubt that 
the following passages, amongst ma- 
ny others, are the genuine produc- 
tion of Shakspe area's m4gick pen: 

•* O Tranio, while idly I stood looking on, 
I found the effect of love in idleness; 
I burn, I pine, I peiisb, Tranro; 
O ! yes, 1 saw sweet beauty ia iierface:-^ 
Tranio, 1 saw her coral lips t© move, 
And with her breath she. did perfume the 

air; 
Sacred and sweet was all I saw in her, 
Mt i Scene I. 

It is the mind that mukesthe body rich; 
And as the sun breaks Uiroujjh the darkest 

clouds, 
Stt honour peeilsth in the meanest habit j 
What ! is th^' jay lAore precious than the 

Becaus^e his feathers ai*c nvorc beautiful I 
,Mt ir. Scen^4,, . 

^he principal merit of this play, 
however, does not consist in the^ 
poetry, but iq the freedom and yi- 
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gour ivith which it is throughout 
imbued and animated. All the parts 
of the induction are exquisitely hu- 
morous. There is a passage in the 
old play, of such superiour excel- 
lence, that we cannot hesitate to 
ascribe it to Shukspeare» to whose 
revisal,. as theatrical manager, it 
was not improbably submitted pre- 
vious to its appearance on the stage. 

Fair lovely lady, bright and crystattinc, 
Beauteoua and stately as the eye-Uramed 

bird, 
Aa glorious as tlte morning washed with 

dew! 
Within whose eyes she takes her dawinng 
' beams. 
And golden summer sleeps upon tby 

clieeks ! 

Winter's Tale. 
This play is strangely supposed 
by some of the commentators to be 
surreptitious; but Dr. Warburton 
Ituly pronounces it « to be through- 
out, written in the very spirit of 
Shakspeare,*' who, in this simple 
and pleasing drama, « warbles his 
native wood notes wild,*' in a strain 
which no other writer could ever 
successfully emulate. The conduct 
of the fable is, indeed, extravagant; 
but the inspimtion of genius per- 
tades the whole, and incongruity and 
impropriety vanish before it. The 
story of this play is taken from a no- 
vel, written by R. Green, entitled: 
The pleasant History of Dorastus 
sftid Fawnia; but the parts of Antigo- 
nus, Paulina, and Autolycus, are, as 
Mr. Steevens informs us, of Shak- 
speare's own invention. It has been 
very justly remarked by Mr. Horace 
Walpole, that the characters of Le- 
ontes and Flermione bear an allusion 
to those of Henry VIII. ami Anne 
Boleyn. The subject could not be 
treated on the stage without a veil, 
ai^d the poet has discovered great 
address in his mode of managing it. 
The task was by no means easy to 
virKlicate the innocence of the queen, 
without making the character of xU^ 
km^ too odious; and it must be ac.^ 
knowledged, that Leontes, rash, cre- 
dulous, and passionate as he is, ex- 



hibits much too favourable a portrait 
of the merciless tyrant he is suppo- 
sed to represent. 

I ' You may ride us. 
With one soft touch a thousand furlong* 

ere / 

With spur we heap an acre, but to the 

goal. Act I. Scene % 

« That is," says Dr. Warburton, 
« good usage will win us to any 
thmg; but with ill we stop short, 
even therfc where both our interest 
and inclination would otherwise 
have carried us.'* This is, indeed, 
assigning that sense to the words 
which suits the general tenour of 
the passage; but how the words 
themselves will admit of such a con- 
struction, the learned commentator 
has not attempted to explain. « But 
to the goal" must mean, except to 
the goal; which is directly contrary 
to the conclusion we are led to ex- 
pect. The true reading seems to be 
^ be it to the goal;" that is, with ill 
usage we make no exertions, though 
we should be within reach of the 
goal. 

What were more hcAy 
Than to rejoice the former queen is well? 
What holier than, for royalty's repair. 
For present comfort, and for future goo4i 
To bless the bed of majesty again. 
With a sweet fellow to it ? 

Act F. Scene 1. 

Dr. Warburton changes the struc- 
ture of the second line in the follow- 
ing manner: " Than to rejoice the 
former qtieen? This will." And Dr. 
Johnson so far countenances this 
strange alteration, as to say, « it is 
plausible, and such as we may wish 
the author had chosen.'* w What,** 
says Dion, " were more holy in the 
present state of things, than, instead 
of repining to rejoice that the for- 
mer queen is released from her trou- 
bles? Instead of wishing her sainted 
spirit again to possess her corpse,** 
as it is subsequently expressed, what 
can be holier than, for royalty's 
repair, to fill up the vacancy in the 
bed of majesty with a partner worthy 
of it. When the sense is so plains, 
why indulge this propensity to inno- 
vation or amendment ? 
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ACCOUNT OF JOSEPH PAISLEY, T*tE GRETNA GREEN COUPLER. 



THE deceased, Joseph Paisley, 
of cQupHng celebrity, was' born on 
the borders of England, in the year 
1728, or 1729, at the obscure ham- 
let of Lenoxtown, about a mile dis- 
tance from Grema Green; at which 
place, and at Springfield (its imme- 
diate neighbourhood) the subject of 
this memoir half a century continu- 
ed to weld together the chains of 
matrimony; to render happy or mi- 
serable greUt multitudes ot anxious 
lovers. Early in life. Paisley was ap- 
prentice to a tobacconist; but be- 
coming disgusted with thib employ- 
ment, he changed it for that of ^ 
fisherman, and was allowed by his 
brethren to bear the palm on all 
occasions, where strength and agi- 
lity were required. It was in this 
humble capacity that he was ini- 
tiated into the secrets of a profes- 
sion, which he managed with such 
address. He had formed a connex- 
ion with one Walter Cowford, who 
lived very near to Sarkfoot, upon 
the seashore; and who, though 
strange.it may appear, was both a 
smuggler and a firiest. Old Watty 
had the misfortune to be but indif- 
ferently lodged, having « a reeky 
house," and what is perhaps worse, 
a scolding wife, so that he was ne- 
cessitated to perform the marriage 
ceremony on the open beach, among 
the furze, or, as it is provincially 
called, whins; on these occasions 
young Paisley oHiciated as clerk. 
But our hero had ambition, and he 
only wanted an opportunity for its 
exertion. An opportunity soon of- 
fered itself. One time Watty went to 
t;he Isle of Man, for the purpose of 
fetching over a cargo of contraband 
brandy; whilst his assistant remain- 
ed at home to perfonn the necessary 
rites, during the absence of the for- 
mer. Finding that he could rivet the 
piatrimonial bai^ equally as weH 
as his master, and being at the 
same time under some . pecuniary 



embarrassment, he began business 
on his own account, and by his abi- 
lity and address, soon overcame all 
competition. 

About the year 1 794, he was served 
with a subpoena to giv^ evidence at 
Bristol, respectmg the validity of a 
marriage. It was expected by thoo- 
sands, that the event of the trial 
would put an end to Joe's matrinno- 
nial career. The contrary, howevefy 
took place; for, by his dexterous ma- 
nagement, he not only succeeded in 
rendering tlie match valid) but was 
enabled to follow his favourite pro- 
fession with increased security.— 
During this journey, he visited the 
metropolis, where he was much no- 
ticed by the nobility and gentry. 
Had he been of a covetous disposi* 
tion, he might have accumulated •a 
considerable fortune; but, since the 
time to which we allude, he had 
never been distant a single mil« 
from Springfield. 

Of Joseph's personal strength, 
there are many well authenticated 
accounts. His strength of arm was 
prodigious. He could have taken a 
large oaken stick by the end, and 
continued to shake it to and fro, ua*- 
til it went to pieces in the air I The 
excellence of his constitution wa^ 
likewise often tried; though it must 
be allowed that his intemperanci^ 
was proverbial, yet he reached his 
eighty second year. He was accus- 
tomed to relate, with great plea* 
sure, a celebrated achievement, in 
which he and a jovial companion, a 
horse breaker, were once engaged^ 
when they consumed the amazing 
quantity often gallons of fiure braU'o 
dy in the shoit space of sixty hours; 
and, what is more, these two thirsty 
souls kicked the empty cask in 
pieces with their feet, for having 
run dry so soon. It may be dfcnjec- 
tured, that the ccmversation of such 
a character could not be very en- 
gaging. Juvenile feats of activity, and 
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his beloved brandy, formed the chief 
topicks of his discourse^ which, un- 
til very lately, never turned upon re- 
ligious subjects. 

But let justice be done to the 
character of the man. It must be al- 
lowed, indeed, that he was too fond 
of a stoop of liquor, and was of 
coarse and unpolished manners; but 
was not addicted, as reported, to 
prophane talking and obscene dis- 
course. Without hazard of contra- 



diction^ it may be averred, that he 
was a very honest and charitable 
man, and an inoffensive neighbour, 
and that he was e^'^nerally respected 
by all who knew Mim. 

Paisley is succeeded in the capa- 
city of coupler, by a young man, a 
friend of his; and there is no fear 
that Ihe business will fall off, as 
three weddings have already taken 
. place since the interment of the old 
man. 



ANECDOTES. 

DURING the late expeditions 
against different parts of the coast 
of Spain, a party of seamen had 
been trained, for a day or two, in mili- 
tary tacticks, and no small number 
of admonitory precepts were be- 
stowed upon them by a military ofl&- 
cer, as to the necessity of obeying, 
with promptitude, the words of com- 
mand. However, in the attack of a 
fort, the words " Incline to the 
right" having been given, the Jacks 
pushed on in the same direction as 
before, and appeared to care for 
nothing but the enemy in view, to- 
wards -whom they were rushing with 
their usual dauntlessness. A naval 
lieutenant, seeing the errour, imme- 
diately rushed forwai'd in front of 
the party, and bawled out: " Star- 
board, my boys 1" an exhortation 
which was instantly attended to, 
with an aye^ aycy sir^ by the whole 
party. 



THE mayor of a certain great 
and respectable borough near Nor- 
wich, not half a century ago, sum*- 
moned a full assembly of the corpo- 
ration; and, on its being met, he 
arose and said: " It has been a mat- 
ter of much surprise to me, consi- 



dering the length of time since the 
decease of queen Anne, that the 
compliment should still be paid her 
memory, of mentioning her name in 
all publick deeds, &c. and I wonder 
at It the more, as every gentleman 
must agree with me, that we never 
had a more gracious monarch than 
his present majesty, king George 
the third. I have, therefore, called 
this assembly for the purpose of 
making a proposition, which^ from 
the known loyalty of my worthy 
brethren^ I doubt not, will be unani- 
mously approved of; namely, that in 
all deeds, charters, and publick p%r 
pers, belonging to, ;ind issued from 
the borough of — — , instead of 
the usual words Anno Domini^ for 
the future, shall be substituted the 
word George Domini;** which mo- 
tion was lost by a majority pf three. 



ji new Mode of CluUlen^ng a 
Jary.— An Irish gentleman, previ- 
ous to a trial, in which he was de- 
fendant, was informed by his coun- 
sel, that if there were any of the 
jury, to whom he had any personal 
objections, to legally challenge 
them. « By — and so I will," re^ 
plied he, « if they don't bring me 
off handsomely, I will challenge 
every man of them. 
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ANECDOTES IN FAMILIAR VERSE. 

SNUB. 

OLD Snub, who to a married life 
Was partial, took a second wife, • 
"Who thought his disposition curst, 
From always speaking of his first; 
He checked her hopeSj roused all her 

fears. 
Constantly dinning in her ears, 
••His first wife's merit, beauty, grace; 
•• Her even temper, lovely face;" 
"Which praise, left-handed and absurd. 
She heard, but spoke no singfle woi-d; 
And tliough she was no paltry beauty. 
She only sighed and did her dutv. 

Snub's friends allowed but little credit 
I3ue to his first wife, though he said it; 
Forthcjr could contradict him flat, 
And knew they'd lived like dog and cat; 
And, to do justice, often reckoned 
He*d the best bargain in the second. 

One day he gave a sumptions treat; 
The wine was famous, good the meat ! 
Naught could their lavish praise excel; 
** Why, yes," cry'd he, " 'tis pretty wellj 
•♦ I'm generally good dinners giving; 
'•But had my dear, first spouse been 
living I" — 

The wife, howe'er he might provoke. 
Felt all her wrongs, and seldom spoke; 
But now, so palpably offended. 
Said something more than she'd intended; 
•• Sir, all must your misfortunes see; 
•• You've a most wretched wife in me; 
" But to be honest in your dealing, 
•* You should allow for fellow-feeling; 
** Though sorry your first wife should die, 
•' You can^t regret her more than /" 

BADINE. 

THE AMATEUR. 

AN Amateur, by musick caught so, 
That be excelled, at least he thought so, 
Would dash away in such a style, 
As made some wonder, and some smile; 
He went to Rome, with money plenty, • . 
And charmed the flattering cognoscenti; 
All instruments he clever thought. 
Cost what they would, he always bought. 



Once at a crash, in full display, 
He heard the famed Nardini play; 
And, as he joined the glorious din. 
He swore he'd buy his violin; 
The Italian was not very nice. 
But made him pay a handsome price. 

Scarcely the fiddle was sent lu>me,' 
When he began to rage and foam; 
He tried it, scraped through all the keys. 
Yet his spoiled ear heco\>ld not please; 
He said 'twas in a strange condition. 
And called it a vile imposition; 
Tl»at he Nardini would attack. 
And make him give the money back. 

Big with this very wise intent. 
His steps he to the fiddler bent; 
Blamed every thing; the strings, the bow, 
'Twas bad in alt, and worse below; 
In short, the fiddle to his chin. 
He cry'd: ** Sir, you have ta'en me in." 
** Saire !" sjud Nardini, ** let me try:" 
Swift o'er the chords his fingers fly; 
And, as each sense became his capture. 
The amateur exclaimed, in rkpture, 
" I could not make it: play like this !'* 
" Good sir, I'll tell you vat it iss; 
" 'Twas you took in yourself a little; 
" *Tis true, sir, I can sell my filtle; 
"And English gold have great mucli 

"charm, 
** JBut, tamn it, I can^t sell my arm /" 

BADINE. 



TIME AND OPPORTUNITY. 
WHEN Chronos ranged the world below. 

And reveled with impunity. 
From a£^e he ,/lew, with youth moved slow, 
. But courted OPPORTUNITY. 

The ardent nymph, fleet as the stag. 

Receded from community; 
Then would to dieappointment brag, 

** He's missed his opportunity.'** 

•' lMeXvirgin$, therefore, in their priitie. 

Grant Ifyinen*8 importunity; 
For if they dally long with time, 
. They'll lose fair opportunity,'* 
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SCOTTISH SONG. 

I. 

i HAVE a lock of raven hair, 

X have a white silk g-love; 
And they are rained with many a tear 

Of sad despairin}^ love; 
And I have kisses on my lips. 

Sealing" the lover's token; 
I have a treasury of vows, 

But faithless all, and broken. 

II. 
Ye lovers rich in si^^hs and prayers, 

And many a smile and vow, 
O deem them coined in base alloy ! 

These were my treasures too. 
Hike a miser nightly ])riz'd 

Those stamps of virg'in ore; 
Butoli ! heaven's best impress was forged. 

Upon a drossy core. 

IH. ^ 
Dear was once her lilHe hand. 

Which propped her rosie cheek; 
Dear was the blink ofiier black eye, 

Which speechless love could speak; 
Dear, dear was her lisping" tongue. 

Confessing love so meek; 
And dearly she dwells within this heart. 

Which her neglect doth break. 

IV. 

She cast aside her broached gray plaid. 
Her skin wool hose and slioon; 

A gold weft veil o'er her neck is laid. 
And a silver dropped goim; 

And she has forgot her bonnie Scotch 

SO!UV, 

Wliich so sweet from hev lips did move. 
And thrown a noble;* raiment off. 
My long and faithful love. 



She may show at the church her chain cjj' 
gold. 

Hung o'er her bosom bare; 
She may show those silver-netted spraings 

Which truss her inky hair,- 
And she may show her new domain. 

So richly laid and fair; 
And she may show her heart to God, 

What broken vows are there. 

HIDALLAN. 

SONNET. 

Sif Thomas Edwards, Esq, author of 

the Canons of t^riticisfn. 

To T. Wray, Esq. tvt^itten during a Fit of 

Sicknese, 

TRUST me, dear Wray, not all tliese 

three roontlis* pain. 
Though tedious seems the time in pain to 

wear. 
Nor 'all those restless nights, through 

which in vain 
I've sought for kindly sleep to lull my 

care. 
Not all those lonely meals and meagre fare, 
Uncheered with converse of a friendly 

guestj 
This close confinement, barred from 

wholesome air 
And exercise, of medicines the best; 
Have sunk my spii'its Or my soul op- 
pressed, 
Light are those woes and easy to be bom; 
If weighed \^th those which racked my 

tortured breast, 
When my fond heart from Amoret was 

torn; 
So true that word of Solomon I find — 
•* Xo pain so grievous as a wounded 

mind." 
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Wood 
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the Courts of Coihmon Pleas of the First 
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. By Pe. 
ter A. Browne. 

By £. Lore, JSTevf York, 
Published— No. 141 of the new and 
complete American Encyclopaedia. 
By the Franklin Company^ J^ew York, 
Published—The 6th Volume of John- ' 
son's New York Repons. Price 6 dollara. 
Also, Part I. Vol. 7 of do. Price 2 dolls. 
By J. Beklier, Boston, 
Published — The Poor Lodger. A Come- 
dy in 5 Acts. By W. C. White, author of 
the Clergyman's Daughter. 

Also— The Clergyman's Daughter* A 
Tragedy. 

. By E. Morford, Willington and Co. 
CharleHon, 
Published — MinstreUey of Edmund the 
Wanderer. Collected by his early com- 
panion aipd intimate friend,- lieutenant 
Spence, of the United States' Navy. Price 
3 dollars. 
** Love is a tender passion, felt alone 

By kindred souls of feeling and of fires ' 
Few are the blissful number who have 
known 
The joy, which Love,' requited, can in- 
spire; 
He knew those raptures, but, alas ! not 
long, 
Crossed in affection in its early day. 
He felt in bitterness of grief its wrong. 
Fled from the world to wretchedness a 

prey." 
Also— The Weekly Monitor. A series 
of Essays on Moral and Religious sub- 
jects. By a La3'man. 

PROPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS, 

J. Simpson and Co. Ne'w Bninswick, JV". J, 
Have in press — Spiritual Treasury. By 
W. Mason, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. on fine paper 
at 4 dolls, per set. The work will be 
published with all convenient despatch. 
The Franklin Company, J^ew York, 
Propose to publish — A Synthesis of the 
Rules and Principles of the Law of Nisi 
Prius, deduced from the authority of ad« 
judged cases from the earliest autncntick 
period to tlie present time; but, particu- 
larly showing the doctrine of Bailments^ 
Bills of exchange and Promisorv Notes, 
Marine and oilier Ensurances, Meichant 
Ships and Seamen — Also, tl»e Law of Evi- 
dence; thereby adapting this work as well 
to the use of every professor of the law 
as to that of e\'ery raerfchapt and under- 
M-riter. To wliich is added, a Table of 
the principal titles, divisions, and subdi- 
visions, and Repertorium of the cases 
dotibly JukI systematicaUy digested. By 
Richard M'halley Bridgman, Esq. 



RECENT BRITISH PUBUCETIONS. 

The Shipwreck, or Memoirs of an Irish 
Officer and his Family. A Novel. By . 
Theodore Edge worth, Ksq. 3 vols. 12m o 
\Ss. 

A Winter at St James's; or. Modem 
Manners. By Mrs. Hamilton. 4 vols, li 

A Winter in Paris, or Memoirs of Ma- 
dame deC****. Written byherself Com- 
prising a View of the Present State of 
Society and Manners in that Capital, and 
interspersed with Anecdotes. 3 vols. 
12m o 15s, 

Modern Finishings for Rooms, in j^ 
series of designs. By W. F. Pocock. 4to. 
2/. 2*. 

Memoirs of Mrs. Mary Ann Radcliff, 
in familiar Letters to her female friend. 
8vo. 10*. 6rf. 

A New Theory of the Tides. By Ross 
Cuthbert, Esq. Is, 6d, 

Alpha Botanica, or the first book which 
should be put into the hands of the Bota- 
nical Student, the beautiful science of 
Botany being here made level to begin- 
ners. Entirely designed for youth. By R. 
J. Thornton, M. D. 8vo. ISs. 

The first Dictionary of two Language^ 
under a stngle Alphabet, English and 
Spanish. By the Rev. Don F. Feraandez, 
A. M. 15*. 

The Harleian Miscellany, a collection 
of scarce, curious, and entertaining Pam- 
phlets and Tracts, as well in manuscript 
as in print, selected from the Library of 
Edward Harley, second Earl of Oxford; 
with notes. By T. Park, F. S. A. Vol. 
vii. 4to. 

Practical Observations on the formation 
of an Artificial Pupil, in several deranged 
states of the Eye. By B. Gibson, 8vo 5s. 

Anec^Iotes of the Manners and Ctis- 
toms of London, from the Roman Invasion 
to the Year 1700; including the Origin of 
British Society, Customs, and Manners; 
with a general Sketch of the State of Re- 
ligion, Superstition, Dresses, and Amuse- 
ments of the Citizens of London, during 
that Period. To which are added, Illus- 
trations of the Changes of our Language, 
Literary Customs, and gradual Improve- 
ments in Style and Versification, and va- 
rious Particular^ concerning publick and 
private Libraries. By James Peller Mal- 
colm, F. S. A. 4to. 31. 3s. 

A Practical Treatise on Pleadings in 
Assumpsit. By Edward Lawes, Esq. of 
the Inner Temple, Barrister. 8vo. 1/. 11*. 
6d. 

The 'Passions humorously delineated. 
By the late Timothy Bobbin, Esq..Author 
of the Lancashire Dialect; containing 2;> 
Plates, with his Portrait, Title Plate, and 
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Poetical Deffcriptions. 4to. 1/. 6«. Pl&in. 
2/. 128. 6d. Coloured. 

The Works of Joseph Butler, L. L. D. 
late Lord Bishop of Durham. To which 
ia prefixed, a Lite of the Author, by Dr. 
Kippis; and a Preface by Samuel Halifax, 
B. D. late Lord Bishop of Gloucester. 2 
vols. 8vo." 18*. 

A Refutation of C'alvinism, in which the 
doctrines of Original Sin, Gjrace, Rege-., 
neration, Satisfaotioo, and Uliiv^rsal'Ile- 
demption, are explained; and the peculiar 
tenets maintained by Calvin upon these 
points, are proved to be contrary to Scrip- 
ture, to the writings of the ancient fathers 
of the ChrisUan church, and to the pub- 
lick Formularies of the Church of En- 
gland. By Georere Tomline, D. D. F. R. S. 
Lord Bishop of Lincoln, and Dean of St. 
Paul's, London. 8vo. 12*. 

The New Chronicle of England and 
France. By Robert Fabyan. Named by 
himself the Concordance of Histories Re- 
printed from Pynson's edition of 1516, the 
first part collated with the edition of 1533 
and 1559, and the second witli a manu- 
script of the author's own time, as well as 
the subsequent editions, including the dif- 
ferent continuations, with a Biographical 
and Literary Preface. By Henr> Ellis. 4to. 
3/. 3«. 

A Familiar Treatise on the Prevention 
and cure of astlimas, difficulty of bi'eathing, 
wheezing, and winter cough, with expli- 
cit instructions for their management and 
cure. To which are added, directions for 
tiie .us« of StramonittiiL By Mr, Fisher. 

An account of the Campaigns in Poland 
in the years 1806 and 1807, with. brief Ke- 
marks on the character and composition of 
the Russian army. By Sir Robert Wilson, 
knight and aid-de-camp to the king, 4to. 
IL118,6J. fine paper, 2/. 2ff. ' 

Chun and Si Ling; an lustorical ro- 
mance; in which is introduced some ac- 
count of the customs, manners, and moral 
conduct of the Chinese. Royal 12rno. Sa. 

The Arabian Night's Knteilainment, 
carefully revised and occasionally correct- 
ed from the Arabic^; to which is added, a 
selection of new tales, now first translated 
from the Arabick oHginals; also an intro- 
duction and notes, illusti'ativcof the Reli- 
gion, manners, and customs of the Mo- 
hammedans. By Jonathan Scott, L. L. D. 
Oxfoi-d, late oi^iental professor at the Royal 
Military and East India College, &c. 6 
vols, post 8vo. 81. 138. 6(L demy 8vo. 5/. 
55. and ISmo. 1/. 16^. 

The Ciiise of Ivchama. Bv Robert 
fiouthry. 4t(). 1!. 11.';. 6c/. 



Gustavus Vasa, the Hero of tbe North. 
By W. Dimond, esq. 2« 6d 

The Lady of the Lake, a melo dramatick 
romance, in three acts, taken from the 
popular poem of that title, and now per- 
forming at tlie theatre royal Edinburgh. 
By E. J. Eyre. 2s. Od. 

The Peasant Boy, an opera in three 
acts, as performed at the theatre royal 
L^eum. By W. Dimond, esq. 28. 6iL 

PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

. Sir Geoige Alley, M. D. of Fermoy, is 
preparing lor the press. Reports of tlie 
utility and employment of Mercury, in the 
treatment of inflammatory ahd other dis- 
eases, in which the exhibition of that re- 
medy has been neglected, or considered 
as inadmissible. 

A new and complete edition of Richard- 
son's Works, with a sketch of his life, by 
the Rev. E. Mangin, an eulogium by Dide- 
rot, and an original portrait, in 19 volupies 
crown octavo, is nearly ready for publica- 
tion. 

The Hitopade^fi. in tfaj? Sanskrka Lan- 
guuge, the tii-st Sanscrit Book ever printed 
in Europe, printed at the Library of the 
Honourable East India Company, will be 
publislied in a few days. 

Sir John Carr is about to publish, in one 
vol. quarto— Descriptive Travels in Spain 
and the Balearick Isles, during the years 
1809 and I5i^l0, to be embellished witU en- 
gi-avings of Views taken on the spot by 
the author, 'and executed in the best- 
manner. 

The second edition of a Selection of Qu- 
rious Articles from the Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine, is expected in the course of a 
month. The editor is now prepai'ing a 
fourth volume (to be published separate^ 
ly) which will contain Biogi*aphical Me- 
moirs, Literary Anecdotes, Character of 
Eminent Men, and Topographical Notices. 

The Rev. <i. F. Nott has in thepresji, 
the poems of Henry Howard,, eai-l oi" Sur- 
rey, of Sir Thomas Wyatt, the elder, and 
of certain authors, who flourished in the 
reign of Henry VIll. accompanied with 
notes, and biographical accounts of the 
several writers. 

Mr. James Montgomery, author of tjic 
Wanderer of Switzerland, has a poem in 
the press, entitled the World before the 
Flood. 

The Jubilee, or tJ»e Disappointed Poet, 
in a scries of elegies, by Peter Pindar, 
esq. is in preparation for the press. 
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FROM THE EDINBViiOH RBYIEW. 



Present SUte of the Spaniah Colonies, inclucUng a particular Report of Hispanidla, tfr 
tlie Spanish Part of St. Domingo. By William Walton, junior. Secretary to the 
Expedition which captured the City of Santo Domingo from the French, and resident 
British Agent there. 2 vols. 8vo. London. 1810. 



BEFORE 'we opened theses vo- 
lumeB, we had a sort of presenti- 
ment that the author would begin 
with Columbus. And accordingly, 
his book sets off with the following 
sentence: « It was in the year 1492 
that Columbus first undertook his 
projected discovery of a western 
hemisphere, and in his passage ob* 
served the variation of the compass." 
And then Mr. Walton proceeds to 
tell us, that this discovery was 
foiinded on « cosmography, astrono- 
my, and the theory of th^ anti- 
podes !" 

All the great booksellers keep 
biginnings ready for all subjects, 
with which authors like the present, 
little habituated to composition, are 
pleasingly accommodated. These 
beginnings are furnished from West- 
moreland and the Scottish universi- 
ties by {he gross; and used up, as 
occasion requires, for the introduc- 
tion of plain narrative, and the em- 
bellishment of homely sense. 

Having fieurty landed Columbus, 
Mr. Walton enters upon his subject; 
dedicating his first volume to the 

Vol. y. 2 z 



description of St. Domingo, and his 
second to that of the Spanish set- 
tlements on the main. We will not 
pay Mr. Walton the compliment of 
saying, that we should have bestow- 
ed any extraordinary portion of time 
or attention on his book, were the 
subject less impiortant than it really 
is; but, in proportion as the pros- 
pect becomes more gloomy in the 
old world, our attention is naturally 
excited by those little known and 
immense regions, which are slowly 
rising into power on the opposite 
side of the Atlantick. We must 
look to them for commercial re- 
sources; and we may be compelled 
to look to them for refuge from that 
tyranny, which is sedulously pre- 
paring the destruction of its last and 
most obstinate victim. Thus situ- 
ated, we are happy to hear what 
Mr. Walton has to say upon these 
subjects. It is not very much, nor 
very excellent; but we are not in a 
state of knowledge to reject any 
contribution of this nature. We arc 
glad to get any books now which 
relate to New Spa^. We shi^l get 
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better by and by. An oak tree must 
be first entered by a wedge^ before 
it is fashioned by a chisel, or smooth- 
ed by a plane. 

The French division of Hispanio- 
la contained, in the year 1790^ 
497,000 souls; which are reduced^ 
by the wars of Rigaud, Toussaint, 
and the devastation of the French, 
to about 100,000. General Petion, 
like a king at chess, holds posses- 
sion of the south side of the island, 
at the head of the brown colour; a 
man educated in Europe, of prepos- 
sessing manners, and mild disposi- 
tion. His revenues arise principally 
from thq rents of confiscated es- 
tates, thpugh these are not inconsi- 
derably aided by the export and 
import duties. By means of a gene- 
ral requisition of all males above 
fourteen years of age, he musters 
about 9000 men; and has lately in- 
creased his population, by collect- 
ing the people of colour who left 
Spanish St. Domingo. After such a 
draught of the male population, it 
may easily be imagined, that the 
harvest is left to be gathered by fe- 
males; the prude, the coquette, the 
beldame, the beauty, all set to work; 
and the. whole of one sex reaping, 
binding, and pulling; while the other 
is cutting, gashing, and charging. 

Christophe, the other king in this 
long contested game, is in possesr 
sion of the north side, at the bead of 
the black colour; and can brin^ into 
the field about lOjOOO men. His 
fleet is also the most numerous, 
and consists of two corvettes, nine 
brigs, and a few schooners, com- 
manded by a white admiral. He is 
now attempting to increase this for- 
midable armament, by purchases in 
North America. Though Christophe 
is a ruffian in chai^acter, and fond of 
governing by the scymitar, the Spa- 
niards seem to consider him as the 
least formidable neighbour; and a 
defensive treaty is said to be in agi- 
tation between them. 
. Kingship being in these times a 
fashionable profession, and larger 



fortunes having been made in that 
line than in most others, there has 
recently sprung up a third monarch 
in St. Domingo; a certain Philififie 
Dos J the elev6 of Tousaaintj late in 
the employment of ChrUtofihej but 
now at war both with Petion and 
him. Seated among the populous 
and fertile mountains of Mirbalaisj 
in the centre of the island, and bor- 
dering upon the Spanish dominions, 
he has increased his numbers to 
more than 6000 persons; and hopes 
to increase them still more, by the 
nature of his defensive systeni; 
pledging himself never to invade 
his enemy, but only to call his sub- 
jects out when his lines are actually 
attacked. While the French division 
of St. Domingo is torn to pieces by 
the wars of their barbarous and se- 
mibarbarous chiefs, the Spanish part 
remains in the most profound peace 
and tranquillity. 

*• To convey an idea of the aspect of 
this country,*' says Mr. Walton, '* would 
rather require the fancy of the poet, or of 
the painter, than the narrative of the tra- 
veller; for, to mix the beautiful with the 
sublime; to depict shores lined with the 
mangroVe, often bending under adhering 
oysters; scattered fields of luxuriant cof- 
fee, bearing flowers to rival the white 
jessamin, and berries the coral cheny; 
the cocoa grove; the light coloured cane 
and guinea grass patch, intermixed with 
the useful plantain, waving bamboo, and 
cocoa nut; the orange walk, bounded by 
tufts of palmettoes; wild shrubberj', in per- 
petual green, confined by the aloes hedge, 
or shut in by native forests, covered wit^ 
flowering woodbines of various tints and 
continual odour, and watered with the 
gushing rills, thkt fall in natural cascades 
from the mountains, crowned with deep, 
overhanging woods, interspersed with. 
plains and natural meadows, grottoes and 
abrupt precipices. These diversified, yet 
harmonizing features of nature, might all 
equally swell the scene; but bid defiance 
to the numbers of the one, or the canvass 
oftheother.'M. 82, 83. 

Rains in St. Domingo are periodi- 
cal, as in the other islands. Hurri* 
canes are seldom experienced. The 
thermometer rises in the plains to 
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96^; standing at the same time iri 
the mountains at 72*>, 6600 feet 
above the level of the sea. The ve- 
getable productions of St. Domingo 
are, the mahogany, a tall, straight, 
beautiful tree, with red flowers, and 
oval, lemon-sized fruit. When this 
tree grows in a barren soil, the 
grain of the wdod is beautifully va- 
riegated; upon rich ground, it is 
pale, open, and of little value. The 
manchinecl tree aiFords, for furni- 
ture, slabs interspersed with beauti- 
ful green and yellow veins^ like 
marble; but the dust of this wood is 
of so acrid and poisonous a nature, 
that the sawyers and carpenters are 
forced to work with gauze masks, 
to protect them from its Injurious 
effects. St. Domingo produces fus- 
tick, lignumvitae, the bark of whfth 
the i^atives use for soap; the capa, 
impervious to worms; the dwarf- 
pine, used for candles; braziletto 
wood; the cotton tree, of which beds 
and hats are made; the cedar; the 
sandbox tree, the fruit of which ex- 
plodes with the noise of a pistol; 
the palm tree, whicji fattens hogs, 
and supplies timber houses, hats, 
and baskets; the palmetto tree, 
growing seventy feet high, with a 
cabbage at the top; the dwarf pal- 
metto, the berries of which are used 
for low spirits; sugar, cotton, coffee, 
cocoa; the calabash, which supplies 
the place of Wedge wood's ware; the 
plantain, the staff* of life in the West 
Indies; the varilla, quassia, sima- 
rouba, sarsaparilla, indigo; tobacco, 
turmerick, ginger, and ripe plants. 

'^ '^The European, on landing', is struck 
with the novel and variegated foliage of a 
tropical liemisphere. The orange, or gol- 
den apple of the Hesperides; tlie shad- 
dock grove, and alcoves covered with the 
creeping gpranidillo, in flower and bearing 
fruit, form, at noon, a delightful shade to 
enhance the conviviality of a dinner party. 
The pomegranate, the sweet smelling 
acacia, the red and white franchipane, 
equally ornament the prospect, and per- 
fume the air. 

•* As a matter of curiosity, I cannot but 
mention, that, in traveUinjj alon^ the road. 



the horse sometimes steps on a spreading 
bed of the- sensitive plant, that instantly 
droops, as does the loaded corn to a gust 
of wind, with the suddenness of magica) 
influence. The tea plant runs wild, but is 
only used as an excellent pectoral. The 
almond shrub has the peculiarity of per- 
fectly affording the taste of that kernel, 
on mastication; and is used in distiUing, 
tp give to cordial^ its rival flavour. The 
aloes serve only for fences." 1. 104, 5. 

Eight leagues from the capital are 
the gold mines, known by the name 
of Buona Ventura, It was here that 
Garay and Diaz found that wonder- 
ful grain of gold, which weighed 
3600 pesos, equal to 200 ounces. It 
was found by an Indian woman, and 
purchased by governour Bobadilla 
for the king; but it went down, with 
the ship that contained it, to the 
bottom of the sea. To the south are 
the mines of Giraba, where several 
persons have enriched themselves 
without touching a tool. The Ma» 
roons, who occupy the hills of the 
latter place, procure, with the gold 
they collect, part of their clothing, 
for they have no other trade. Mr. 
.Walton once purchased a square 
bottle of grains from them, contain- 
ing 45 ounces. All these mines have 
been closed by a royal decree, and 
men stationed at the mouths of the 
mines; and all enterprising chryso- 
philists threatened with the most ex- 
emplary punishment. St. Domingo 
produces also silver, quicksilver, 
the loadstone, jasper, poqjhyry, 
agates, antimony, red ochre, and 
amethysts. In old times, says Mr. 
Walton, from Herrera^ the mines of 
La Vega and Buona Ventura pro- 
duced annually 460,000 merks of 
gold, besides what was sent away in 
ornaments. 

" Even now, after Hie great successive 
ravages and pillages the country has un- 
dergone, it is not unusual to see a grazier 
or woodcutter come down from tlie moun- 
tains, with massive buckles, a pound 
each, two gold watch diains, and perhaps 
a poor, silver watch to one, a rosary, 
large, double buttons, hat buckle, &c. 
which he parades as ornameut, and thinks 
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the ni6«t respeciAfAe finety: Th«iir chui^h 
ornaments were also refy heavy; but, 
though they had withstood the tempta- 
tions of Toussaint, and hi6 soo^y cohorts^ 
when possession was given him of the 
country, they soon disappeared after the 
entrance of the white French govern- 
ment. Such, even at those times, was^ 
their boasted fraternity to the Spaniards.** 
1 116, 117. 

Is not this picture a little over- 
charged ? Upon referring to the re- 
ports smd tables of the ballion com- 
xtiittee, we find that this grazier^ who 
comes skipping down from the 
moontains wkh a pound weight on 
each foot, carries upon his whole 
body golden ornaments to the value 
of 130/. or 140^. sterlbg. And yet we 
must say, in justice to Mr. Walton, 
^tat there are graaiers in St. Do- 
mingo who own 12,000 head of cat- 
tle, which they often sell in herds at 
six and eight dolho's a piece. The 
graziers on the Spanish Main, 
whose flocks (and, therefoi'e, pro- 
bably, whose buckles) are still 
larger, take great pride in paving 
their halls with the kn^epans of 
homed cattle, slaughtered from their 
own estates. 

In speaking of the marine pro- 
ductions of St. Domingo, Mr. Wal- 
ton has a curious anecdote of the 
land crabs 

** The land crabs found here are of an 
immense size, burrow in the sands, and 
at night issue in g^eat numbers. It is on 
record amongst the natives, that on the 
above occasion, in the still of the night, 
the English landed an ambuscade to sur- 
prise the Spanish camp, which, being uii- 
prepared^ and consisting of irregijdars, 
had it been pushed, must have certainly 
fallen. The advanced line from the first 
boats had already formed, and were pro- 
ceeding to take post behind a copse, when 
they heard the loud and quick clatter of 
horses' feet, and, as they supposed^ of the 
Spanish lancemen, who are dexterous, ^nd 
whose galling onset they had experienced 
the day before. Thus believing themselves 
discovered, and dreading an attack be- 
fore their comrades^had joined, they em- 
barked precipitately, and abandoned their 
enterprise. But the alarm proved to be 
these Ui'ge land crabs^ which, at the sound. 



of footsteps, reced«dto^tr Itel^i and the 
noise was occasioned by their clattering 
over the dry leaves, which the English 
sbldiers mistook for the sound of cavalry. 
In comnpieQiorating ^is defent, cionslder- 
ed highly miratulous^ the inhabitants ra- 
lenailyctldbrated /<! JWwa «te Us Cvtigi^^ 
jesi or the feast of thb crabs, held on thi» 
anniversary of the day, when an 'immense 
solid gold land crab was carri^ about' In 
procession, equal in size to the hted ^ftp- 
drum. This valuable and c%trioiis ptecfc of 
plate, collected prinfcipalty from the de- 
votion of the pe<^le to this feast, lind in> 
celebration of their supcSriiatoral relefl£te,* 
long held an undisturbed place in the 
sanctuary of the cathedral; but its massive 
weight was too tempting to the French^ 
when they arrived. Who sdon todk off its 
hailow&i character, by passingit through 
the craeible." I. 39, 41. 

These animals, we have heard, 
ha\e also been met with on the coast 
of Ferrol, and at the Helder Point; 
and are fatal to commanders unac- 
quainted with this piece of natui^ 
history. 

Spanish St. Domingo contsdns at 
present 103,000 persons^ of which 
30,000 are slaves; the rest, all co- 
lours under heaven. But the Euro- 
pean Spaniards are few, and princi- 
pally Catalans, who come but in 
search of fortunes. Their largest 
city, St. Domingo, contains about 
20,000 persons. In the cathedral 
church of this city were buried the 
remains ofColumbus, removed from 
the Carthusian convent of Seville, 
together with the chains which were 
put upon him, and which he wore 
in his passage home. When the 
island was ceded to th^ French, his 
descendants directed the brass cof- 
fin, in which the whole was contain- 
ed, to be removed to the Havanna; 
which ceremony was performed on 
the 19th of January, 1796. The ashes 
of this great man were carried 
down to the harbour in procession, 
and, under the fire of the forts, put 
on board a brig, which conveyed 
them to the capital of Cuba, where 
they now lip, but without a monu- 
ment. 

: " 1 cannot forbear/* says the author, in 
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pecoJiUrity of Doa Pedro de Prado, long a 
venerabie dignitaiy of this eathedralj %e 
more stHkin^^ as» in the habits of intiitia* 
cy L enjoyed with him, I haddfi.,<H>portu« 
nity of remaiSkln^ it< Unlike tha. other 
clepey at the cession -of th« isU4id« thta 
ag«d pastor would not leave the flock 
which G0d had eommitted to his early 
care; thoagh on the maiBi wbere he was 
born, and had. all his relations^ much 
greater dignities and preferments were 
offered htm* With a degree of enthusiasm, 
lick f(»*ej|ight, even in pi^eseooe of the 
French eommanderSi he would continually 
sayj that, though tlien old, he was ccmn- 
dent he should live to see that sacred spot 
devolve to its ancient and rightful owners; 
and, on the t^umpbant entry of Uie com<« 
bined armies, though too infirm persOR<* 
ally to sing the Te Deum, in congratu- 
lating the British general on the capture 
of the city, he cried out in ecstacy, that 
he that day saw realized, the prayer he 
had unceasingly made for twelve years; 
and in the words of Simeon iii the temple, 
on receiving the Messiah into his arms, 
be emphaticidly exclaimed: «*Nunc ^- 
mittis servum tuum secundum verbum 
tuum in pace," &c. that he could then de- 

MerchandUe landed in the various 



part in peace, he-had not a wish oivthit 
side the grave. It is remarkable that he 
died a fortnight afterwards, j^ed 78 years; 
and, to redress in some measure the cm* 
elties of the French, in which he had. 
b^n at cmc^ a sufierer and an eyewitness^ 
he left what he possessed to his fellow 
victims in the siege, particularly thirteen 
houses, the annual rents of which ace dis- 
tributed to the poor in daily aums/' L- 
146, 14r. 

In the Dominiean' convent of this 
town, the. amiable Las Caftaa took 
refuge from the persecution of hi». 
enemies, and died. 

The French possessed, under tho 
old monarchy, about one fourth part' 
of the island of St. Domingo; infe^ 
riour, in natural fertility, to the 
Spanish possessions in the samt^ 
island. What the value of the whole 
settlement would be in the hands of 
that active, able, and unprincipled 
people, we may judge from the irn- 
men&e resources which this small 
portion of k afforded to old France*^ 

Porta of France^ from the Island of 
Santo Domingo^ in the Year 1789. 
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The value of these products land- 
ed in France, and before the French 
duties were paid, was more than six 
millions sterling. The number of 
vessels employed in the year 1789, 
from the different ports of France, 
direct to St. Domingo, were 710; 
navigated by 18,460 seamen, and 
measuring 213,460 tons. The value 
exported from France to St. Do- 
mingo, in the year 1789, was 
4,125,610/, English money. In the 
same year, an extensive smuggling 
trade was carried on between French 
St. Domingo and the Spanish main, 
to the value of 2,450,115/. English 
money. In the same year, there 
sailed, from France for the coast of 
Africa, 119 large ships, importing 
35,260 slaves into St. Domingo, at a 
profit of more than a million ster- 
ling. In spite of the irreconcilable 
hatred of the two people, a smug- 
gling trade was also carried on be- 
tween the French and Spanish divi- 
sions of the island, to an amount of 
1,445,000 dollars. In the year 1789, 
684 vessels, of the United States of 
America, entered the French ports 
of St. Domingo with provisions, 
lumber, and East India goods; car- 
rying back the produce of the island. 
The amount of this trade was about 
900,000/. sterling. From this speci- 
men, may be inferred, what the va- 
lue of this island would be, if it 
were completely in the hands of the 
French; and the advocates for peace 
with France must be prepared to 
show, that a good would result from 
it to this country, equivalent to all 
the enormous increase of power, 
which it would necessarily place in 
the hands of our rival, or, as the 
Morning Post calls him, the direful 
foe. 

Long before the cession of Hispa- 
Biola to the French, tlie Spanish go- 
vernment had begun to relax from 
its narrow policy. As far back as the 
year 1700, fresh colonies were sent 
out from the Canaries; a frugal, la- 
borious people, well suited to the 
climate. More politick and econo- 



mical measures soon bettered the 
face of the country. The demands of 
the neighbouring French increased 
the industry of the Spaniards. The 
herds multiplied rapidly; the old 
towns were rebuilt; new ones form- 
ed; and chapels and hermitages (the 
sure signs of prosperity in Spain, as 
alehouses are in England) began to 
rear their heads. The late queen of 
Spain, whose passions were the 
mains )ring of the Spanish mo- 
narchy, fell in love (as eveiy one 
knows) with Godoy, a robust officer 
of the guards; and a reign of vigour 
commenced, as lately with us. Go- 
doy became prime minister; and, in 
1795, conveyed away Hispaniola, the 
oldest American colony of the Spa- 
nish crown, to the French repub- 
lick. None of the Spanish colonies 
are more loyal; and the most earnest 
remonstrances were made, so much 
in vain, that they were not even no- 
ticed by the Spanish court. Don 
Emanuel Godoy conceiving (like our 
ministry at home) that true vigour, 
and real force of mind, consists m 
neglecting and despising the wishes 
of the people. As they could not 
live under their old sovereign and 
laws in St. Domingo, the greater 
pan of the inhabitants emigrated to 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Spanish 
main, with the dry bones and the 
embalmed heart of the cortes, and 
the living carcases of the useless. 
Ships were freighted with monks, 
friars, eremites, and nuns; and load- 
ed higher than the poop with mira- 
culous legs and arms, and all the 
holy fopperies of the catholick 
church. It was not till the latter end 
of 1801, that legal delivery was 
made to Toussaint, the representa- 
tive of the French people. Don Gar- 
tia counteracted every thing that 

*could militate against those orders 
for a peaceful cession of the island, 
which he had received from home. 
Toussaint marched in; and his bro- 
ther Paul was quietly invested with 

/the government of what had hitherto 
been the Spanisli part of the island. 
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The cession of the island was fol- 
fowed by the usual French crimesj 
of sacrilege, murder, robbery, cru- 
elty, and falsehood; by the loss of 
50,000 Frenchmen; by their final 
expulsion by the English; and. by a 
treaty between the English and 
Spaniards, in which the ships of the 
former are, upon their entry into the 
ports of the island, put on the same 
footing as Spanish ships. Upon the 
importance of this . treaty to our 
commerce in general, Mr. Walton 
has some sensible remarks, and 
brings forward some valuable infor* 
matipn. The quantity of mahogany 
this island is capable of furnishing, 
is about 10,000 logs, each contain* 
ing, on an average, 300 feet, or, in 
all, three millions; but this year it 
will exceed that quantity. In the 



year 1808, the duty paid cm maho* 
gany to our government was 26,080/. 
but, in 1809, it had got up to 46,927/* 
yet the greatest results of commer- 
cial speculation have not yet refached 
England. One third of the mahoga-* 
ny furnished by St. Domingo goesf 
to the United States; and the re- 
mainder come^ over to England; 
but, formerly, there was a consider- 
able demand for this article in Ham- 
burgh, Holland, and the Hanseatick 
towns; a branch of trade that may 
revive ag£un, if Buonaparte, or the 
pregnant empress, become fond of 
mahogany tables, and include them 
in the list of importable articles. 
The following scale will afford an 
idea of the quantity and prices of 
those articles which the countiy af- 
fords: 



3,000,000 feet Mahogany (two thirds to 
England^ - - - - 

500 tons Lignumvitae 
500 tons Fustick ... 

400 tons Logwood - - - 

Annual amount of duties which St. Domingo productions 
pay in England, in war time 



ZfiCcU rate of Amount of Duty ^ 
Vqlue. War andPermanent. 

6d. per foot L. 30,416 
60s. per ton * 17,700 
60s. - 500 



120s. 



140 



Besides the above articles, there 
are. shipped annually 1,000,000 lb. 
of coffee; 10,000 hides; and large 
quantities of satin wood, ebony, cat- 
tle, mill, ship, and building timber. 
The material advantage, however, 
to be derived from this commerce, 
is, that whilst, on the main, and in 
the other Spanish islands, the im- 
port duties amount to more than 34 
per cent, they here do not exceed 5 
per cent, and the export 6 per cent, 
by which means, this port might be 
made a depot for all the west coast 
of Puerto Rico. 

Such is the information afforded* 
by Mr. Walton, respecting the pre- 
sent state of St. Domingo. His se- 
cond volume contains his observa- 
tions on the settlement of the Spa- 
nish contipent. But j'n this part of 



L. 48,756 

his work, there seems to be so much 
of book-making; the Travels of 
Humboldt, and the Mercurio Peru- 
ano, are so outrageously pillaged, 
and the obligation so little acknow- 
ledged, that we have no kind of 
temptation to pursue our criticism 
any further. The whole work is the 
production of a very ordinary man, 
who has had his notes upon St. Do- 
mingo furnished up in the row; and 
deemed it necessary, that the little 
he had to say' should be said with 
as much parade and embellishment 
as possible. That the island of Santo 
Domingo will ever be regarded with 
a wistful eye by France, there can 
be no doubt; but we scarcely see 
any probability of her regaining it, 
unless, indeed, she is destined to 
absorb every thing in her empire. 
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St. DMfegtD disnot be ^Iwii^tij^iLt 
a peac^; fot* what hare tie French 
to offer, but the nomitial'mamimia- 
sioti of some of their Kuropcan 
'aiaiws? Ifweareretospectflateupon 
tike futwe destiny of St. J>oiiii]igD, 
we ^ould conjecture, thi^t the Spa* 



Bish slawa wottid riiii upon their 
ma8ters>and supply fresh spirit and 
jdiment fer a long and Woodfr cob* 
test between the savages of eyiety 
ooloiur, nace, and denonHftatfean. 
Bmv& toio Moors impiu9 orbt. 



FROM THE EDlNBtTltGH REVl&W* 

The Curse of KehanHL By Robert $outhey.4Co« pp. 176, Inndoa. IdlO. 



•WE admire the genius of Mr. 
Senthey; we . reverence the lofty 
pi4nciples, and we love the tender- 
ness of heart, that are visible in all 
his productions. But we are heartily 
provoked at his conceit and bad 
taste, and quite wearied out with 
the perversity of his manifold affec- 
tsltions. Not many poets, dead ^r 
living, have given proofs of a finer 
fancy, or drawn more copiousfly 
from the Stores of k rich and culti- 
vated imagination. Sdll fewer have 
^aintaltied a sublimer tone of senti- 
ment; or pictured, in more enchant- 
ing eolotirs, the simple and innocent 
affectibns of our nature; and none 
has ever « made these rich gifts 
poor** by such an obstinate strain of 
childish affectatlorit or so perversely 
defrauded the Mrorld dF the delight, 
and himself bf the glory, which they 
wet^e iht«?nded by nature to pro- 
duce. • ' ■ • ; 

It is^ this mixed feettftg of provo- 
cation and delight, that has given 
that fcontriidictorychaTUcter to our 
X)bservation8 bn Mr. Southey's for- 
mer productions; which, we fear, 
may have brought our judgment 
intoifijjrepute with theiftore uncha- 
ritable part of our reader*. Our 
praise and our blame, we suspect, 
have appeared to be both too strong, 
to be justly - appUeable to one and 
the same performance; and we have • 
been accused, alternately, of malice 
arid of partiality, by those wi*o will 
not understand, that a long poem 



Hiay afibrd sfiattw both fer juat ridi«^ 
cule, and for just admiration. Mr. 
Southey's case, indeed^ we have al« 
ways ccmsidered as an extreme one; 
and, however avkwaneUy the cen* 
sure and ftpplai^e may ataod tx^^- 
ther in our pagesi we n^ust be per- 
mitted to say, that notbuig eonld be 
more sincere and conscientious than 
our expressum of both these feel- 
ings; and that it appears to us^ that 
no other expresaiOins could bave 
done full justice to the extraordinary 
performances by which they w^re 
excited. It is Mr, Southey hunaelf 
that is the grand inconsistent; and 
the more truly we are charmed by 
the brilliancy of h|s imagination, 
and the truth and deligacy of his 
feelings, the more we must be of- 
fended by the wilful deformities. by 
which he has rendered vain the 
combination of so many beautieSf 

Mr. Southey, of course, despises 
equally our censure apd our advice; 
and we have no quarrel with him for 
this. We have been too long con- 
versant with the untractable genera- 
tion of authors,. to expect that^our 
friendly expostulations should- have 
any effect upon them; wcept a^ ex- 
ponents of the silent, prai;tical judg- 
ment of the publick. To that supe- 
riour tribunal, however, we do think 
ourselves entitled to refer; and w(Ule 
we, who profess the stately office' of 
correcting and instructing, are ^et 
willing, in most things^ to bow to its 
authority, we realjy cannot helti 
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tanking, tbat a poetfVrho$e sole ob* 
ject is to give delight and to gidn 
glorf, ought to show somethiag of 
die same docility^ 

Thef e is, indeed^ anodier aiid a 
final a|^eal-*-4o poslerkft; itom the 
benefit of which, we are very far 
from wishing to exclude any unfor- 
tunate persons, whose circumstances 
may reduce them to rely on it But 
the cases, we believe, are wonder- 
fully rare, in which thait mysterioua 
and inaccessible judge has ever re- 
versed the unfiofoutablc sentences ctf 
the ordinary jurisdictions; and there 
seems even tb be great reasoa for 
thinking, that such reversals will be 
still fewer intime taecnne. Without 
i^esting much upon the superiour 
intelitgence of the present age, we - 
believe we may safely pass a large 
encoiniium on its indulgence; and 
may be fairly allowed to doubt, 
whether any time is at all Ukely to 
come, in which every sort of merit 
win be so sure of being; detected and 
dxtolled, in spi^ and sometimes in 
consequence, of the incongruities 
and deformities with which it miay 
be associated. Things are. wonder- 
fully changed in dus respect, since 
a licentious and illiterate age with- 
held from Milton the fame which its 
Buccessour was so proud to bestow. 
Poetry is read now, we suppose, by 
very nearly ten times as many per- 
sons; and fifty times as many think 
Ijiemselves judges of poetry; and are 
eager iir an opportunity to glorify 
themselves as its patrons, by exag- 
gerating the merit of some obscure 
or dubious writer, in whose reputa- 
tion they may be entitled to share, 
by contributing to raise it. Thus, in 
our own time, we. have had Mrs. H. 
More patronising Mrs. Yearsley^tlie 
milkwoman; and Mr. Capel Loft 
bringing forward Mr. Bloomfield, 
the shoemaker; and Mr. Raymond 
Grant challenging immortality for 
Mr. Dermody, the drunkard; and sir 
James Bland Burgess, and sir 
Brooke Boothbyf and Miss Aikin, 
and Miss Holford, and fifty others. 

Vol. v^ 3 a 



P9tvom^ thi^QEiaelves, woA each 
other, ytmi the most laud^Ue zeal 
sttd exfsmplaiy activity* Nqw, vfhal' 
ever may he its other efieots, it ia 
certain tiii^ all this competition i»r 
patronage .^d discovery ensures no- 
toriety, and a certain imtkum of 
praise, to almost every poetical ad- 
venturer; and takes away almost the 
possibifity of that neglect, which, in 
former times, stood so often in the 
way, not merely of reputation, but of 
fair trial. That a great deal of false 
reputation will be raised, under such 
circumstances, and various lots of 
undeserved and perishable praise 
be awarded) by vanity, partiality^and 
caprice, cannot, indeed, be doubted; 
but it is not so easy to conceive, 
that any real merit should escape 
detection,, or miss honour,. in this 
sanguine searph after excellence; . 
that the active manure which quick- 
ens so many colder seeds, should 
not stimulate the more sensitive fi« 
bres of genius; or that the bright 
sun, which gilds, with a passing 
glory, the idle weeds of literature, 
should &il to kindle into beauty the 
splendid blossoms of poetry. 

BiU, leaving Mr. Southey the full 
benefit of his chance, with posterity, 
it is enough for us to observe, timt 
his appeal to the present generation 
has now been made with su^ient 
fulness and deliberation; and that 
the decision) as we understand it, 
has not only confirmed, but< outgone 
all that we had predicted as to t|ie 
fatal effects p£ hm > peculiarities. 
During the last fifteen years, he has 
put forth (besides the present work) 
three very long poems; none of 
which, we think, can be said to» have 
succeeded. That they have all had 
some readers, and some, admirers, 
we do not mean |o dispute. Nay, 
U^*e are many who pass for tolera- 
ble judges in such matters, who 
think that they had a very strange 
and unaccountable success. But the 
author, and his admirers, and his 
booksellers, are not by any means 
of that opinion; and we, for our 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



370 



SELECT REVIEWS, 



parts, have no hesitation in saying, 
that they have not had nearly so 
much success, as it appears to us 
that they deserve. There have been 
three editions, we believe, of Joan 
of Arc; two of Thalaba, and one 
only of Madoc; though the last has 
been six years in the hands of the 
publick; and of a publick which has 
called, during the same interval, for 
more than ten editions of the Far- 
mer's Boy, and five or six, if we do 
not mistake, of the Wanderer of 
Switzerland. 

This, we think, is pretty strong 
testimony against the taste of a poet, 
whose geniusy we believe, was never 
lowered, even among those who ne- 
glect him, to a comparison with that 
of Mr. Bloomfield, or Mr. Montgo- 
mery. But the inference is still 
stronger, when we consider the cir- 
cumstances under which this testi- 
mony has been given. Mr. Southey 
is no longer in his noviciate. Though 
still in the vigour of life, he has 
been a full fledged and industrious 
author for nearly twenty years; and 
has not wanted, as we ourselves can 
testify, for advice and admonition, 
both laudatory and vituperative. 
With all these advantages, howe- 
ver, and means of improvement, we 
are afraid that he is rather less in 
favour with the publick, than he was 
at the beginning of his career. His 
first poem was decidedly more suc- 
cessful than his second; and his se- 
cond than his third. Yet his genius 
certainly is in no degree impaired; 
and his judgment and powers of ex- 
ecution may be fairly presumed to 
have received some improvement. 
When we find him rather on the de- 
tline, therefore, in publick estima- 
tion, and discover that his fame, in- 
stead of gathering brightness, as his 
course is prolonged, seems rather 
to waste away and wax dim, it is 
difficult to suppose that this pro- 
ceeds from any thing but ,the misap- 
plication of acknowledged powers, 
and the obstinacy with which he has 
persisted in errours, of which he re- 



ceived very early warning. The pub- 
lick is naturally disposed to be very 
kind to the errours of youthful ge- 
nius; and was entitled, in this case^ 
to look for the speedy correction of 
faults, for which mere inexpenence 
could scarcely at any time be re- 
ceived as an apology. If such faults, 
therefore, are long persisited in, 
their indulgence will be gradsually 
exhausted. What was at first as- 
cribed to inadvertence, will now be 
referred, with some appearance of 
justice, to bad taste and perversity; 
and the reader will turn away^ dis- 
appointed and disgusted, from an OS* 
tentatious display of absurdities, that 
are no longer original. 

There is one other peculiarity in 
the state of Mr. Southey's poetical 
reputation, from which, we think, 
that he should take warning, while 
it is yet time. His admirers, we 
fear, are not the very best sort oC 
admirers. In so far as we have been 
able to gather, there are but few 
persons of cultivated taste and sober 
judgment in his train; and his glo- 
ries are celebrated, we think, chief- 
ly by the young, the enthusiastick, 
and tlie uninstructed; persons whose 
fancies are easily captivated with 
glitter, exaggeration, and novelty, 
and whose exuberant sensibility is 
apt to fiame out at the approach 
even of the false fire of bombast jand 
affectation. Not many of tlie admi- 
rers of the ancient or the modem 
classicks are admirers of Mr. 
Southey; and many of those who ap- 
plaud him the most warmly, can 
discover no merit in those cele- 
brated performances. We do not 
propose, by any means, to deny, that 
there are many dull and weak per- 
sons among the professed admirers 
of Homer and Virgil; and that there 
is much natural feeling in the de- 
scription of readers whom wfe have 
supposed to take delight in Mr. 
Southey. But it is not of good au- 
gury, we think, for his future fame, 
that his supporters should be all of 
this description; and that almost at^ 
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those should be against him, who 
have any decided relish for what 
has hitherto been found enduring in 
poetry. So, however, we take the 
case very nearly to be. Ahnost all 
nice criticks and fastidious judges, 
and the greater part, indeed, of men 
of improved and delicate taste, not 
only refuse to admire Mr. Southey 
and his colleagues, but treat them 
with absolute contempt and deri- 
sion; wonder at such of their friends 
as profess to think tavourably of 
their genius; and look upon the cir- 
cumstance of their having made a 
kind of party in the literary world, 
as one of the most humiliating 
events in the recent history of that 
great society. For our own part, we 
are a good deal less difficult; and 
shall continue to testify in fa- 
vour of Mr. Southey's talents and 
genius, as resolutely, as against his 
peculiarities and affectations; consi- 
dering it, indeed, as our chief duty, 
ia this matter, to counteract the ne- 
glect into which he seems to be fall- 
ing, both by endeavouring to cor- 
rect the faults by which it is pro- 
voked, and by pointing out the ex- 
cellences by which those faults are 
at once enhanced and redeemed. 

But, though we cannot sympa- 
thize with the undiscriminating 
scom and sweeping reprobation 
vrhich Mr^ Southey n>eets with in 
very respectable quarters, we think 
we can see very clearly* how such 
feelings should hav« been excited; 
and are very ready to enter into sen- 
timents, .which we think, at the^ 
same time, have, in this instance, 
been cariied greatly too far. Mr. 
Southey's faults are peculiarly glar- 
ing; and, to all improved under- 
standings, we admit, peculiarly of- 
fensive. But they are combined, in 
him, with great gifts and great ac- 
quirements; and ought not to be 
alone remembered, in his final ac- 
counting with the publick. We have 
said enough of these faults on for- 
mer occasions; and shall not enter 
ag«^ at large upon the invidious 



task of classing or illusti:ating them. 
If we Were to express them all in 
one, word; that word should be 
childishness, and, indeed, it is very 
curious td trace the effects of this 
quality, in all the departi;nents of his 
poetry. 

His taste in description is as re- 
markably childish, as his powers of 
execution, in this branch of his an;, 
are rare and admirable. Every thing, 
in his pictures, is gaudy and glit- 
tering, and fantastically exaggerated 
and contrasted. His landscapes are 
full of coloured light, and gems; 
and metallick splendour; and spar- 
kle with such portentous finery, as 
to remind us of the oldfashioned . 
grottos and shellwork of the last 
generation, or the gilded caverns 
and full lighted transparencies of 
the opera-house. His excessive love 
of the marvellous and gigantick^ is 
a symptom not less decisive; and 
his delineations of persons^ and of 
affection, are still more strongly 
marked with the same infantine cha- 
racter. He seems to think grown 
men and women too corrupt and har- 
dened for poetical purposes; and, 
therefore, all his interesting per- 
sonages lisp like sucklings; and his 
unamiable ones are, as nearly as 
possible, such sort of monsters as 
nurses imagine to frighten naughty 
boys into obedience. There is little 
other passion in his poetry, than . 
what arises from the natural affec- 
tion of fathers and daughters, or 
brothers and sisters; and from that 
calm, pure, subdued sort of love 

. which may be indulged by dutiful 
children under the immediate in- 
spection of their parents. All their 
pleasures, and pastimes, and occu- 
pations, too, are evidently borrowed 
from the same age pf innocence; and 
the picture of society that is offered 

:to us, rai'ely extends beyond the do- 
mestick privacy of a sm'all, seclude4 
family. 

We do not say, "that all this may 
not be very sweet and interesting; or 
even that Mr. Southey does not oi- 
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ten mek0 us feel how veiy beauti- 
fully it mftj b^ rQpresenteOr but the . 
tone is too w^k) to strike 'with suf- . 
fioient force on the ear of an ordi- 
nary reader; and is, by fai:, too uni- 
foriDf not to pfdl upon any one who 
is doomed to pursue it through a 
series c^ long poems. There is ho 
variety of human character in aU 
{Mr. SoiKhey's productions. Men are 
never brought forward to contend 
-with Bi^>. in the management of 
f^reat affairs^ o? to display those so- . 
cie3l)r' lofty quaUties^by which they 
fire enabled, in real life, to attach or 
to command their fellows. If Mr. 
Soutbey wants a living instance of 
the value of such elements, we would 
remind himt of the signal success 
with which Mr. Scott h^ given the 
strong* interest of reality to his 
tndst fanoiful delineations, by this 
perpetual interposition of intelligi- 
ble motives and familiar principles; 
and'hasy at the isame time, imparted 
a spirttfand.forcQ, and variety to his 
pieturea, by keeping his readers 
perpetually engaged with events 
and persons, that bear a character 
cf historical importance; instead of 
^oothidag them, like the author be- 
fwre «s> with the virtues and affec- 
tions^ as *weH as the marvels and le- 
gends of the ijtursery. 

All this, however, would have 
been greatly more tolerable, if the 
p^et had condescended to assume 
-the^ lowfy* tone that is suitable to 
such subjejCts.and feelings. If he had 
bee^ cc^tentejd to leave the loftier 
regions of the epic, to more po- 
tent and darings spirits, and address- 
ed himself to-^y.^uthsi an4 virgins, in 
-soft and unambitious strains, we 
have no^ doubt that^ he would soon 
have, found ,a fit and willing au- 
^ence, and been left, ty tho^e who 
were careless of sUch themes, to 
pilrsue them in his own circle, with- 
out let or molestation. But he has 
imprudently challenged the atten- 
tion of a far wider and less tracta- 
ble auditory; he has come with his 
whistle,.and his gilded book of fairy 



tales, into the asseniblies of bea»'<^ 
cd men, and audibly undervalttc^ 
all other instruments and studi6is. '• 
The kind of conceit, indeed, and^ar^- • 
rogance, that is visible in this au- ; 
thor and his associates, is sl^ moi*e ^ 
provoking than their childishness; • 
or rather, is that which make^Hicfir > 
childishness so offensive. Whttis ^ 
^gravely preferring the tame vulga- ' 
Tity of' oui* old balladSi to the ncr^' 
vous and refined Verses of Pope o^ * 
Johnsbii, they lay 6l£nm, not to In- 
dulgence, but to admiration; atttt* 
treat almost the whole of our da^si*- 
cal poets with the most ^percilious ^ 
neglect; whilie they ^eak in an au- 
thoritative tone, of the beauties d€' 
George Wither and Henrf M6ii^v 
With such ludicrous auxiliaries, 
they wage a desperate Var on the 
established system of pubjii^k taste 
and judgment; and viraste theif gres* 
talents in ah attempt, the ^mccess'df 
which is as hopeless, as it would b^ 
lamentable, and whiclr all their -gd^ 
nius cannot save from being ffdictt- 

lOUS. ., ' ' ■ T : > 

The last unfortunate accompatii^ 
merit ofMr. Southey's chiMishne^, 
is the perpetual artifice and cUbrt 
that is visible in cvciy part' of his 
performances. We do not tn^^to 
say, that he has not ^re^t faibiHt^ 6f 
diction, and copiousness of iitlagery; 
but, there is always too appa^ertt a 
resolution to make the most of efvery 
thing; a kind of rhetorical exagge- 
ration (afccordlrtg to his own notioiis 
of rhetorick) a detefmihatioh to 
miss no opportunity of b^ing;fiife 
and strikfaig; and an anxiety to pre- 
sent 6very thing, gt'eator^maH,*'<m- 
der the most imposing and a^h/^h- 
tageous aspect. *rbe general piitfdi- 
ple, no doubt, is highly laudi^e, 
and, we suppose, is common t^ all 
who write for glory. But what we 
complain of, is, that it is by fer too 
visible, and too indiscrinunately In- 
dulged, in the works of this author. 
If there be siny tooxa or apology 
whatever for a description, it is sure 
to be thrust in; elaborately iinifiliedy 
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and ftxlended jfco a. tast leogth; and 
if any striking sentiment or event ik 
about to be brought forward^ such a 
not^ ci preparation is sounded, and 
so much ^are takei^ to ensure it a 
^ivoHrable and conspicuous intro^ 
ductioD) as to give the ireader ra- 
thpr 1^ distressing impression of the 
labct^r the ^uathor has bestowed on 
his composition^ and of the great 
valuet he attaches, «ven to the mean- 
est- of his ingredients. 

-Jj is difficult for us to believe, 
tliat Mr. Southey ha$ ever rejected 
<or; suppressed any idea that he 
thought might bie introduced with 
the smallest prospect of success; or 
has ever regarded any of so little 
impoi^nce| as to deserve only a 
slight and incidental notice. In his 
poetry, therefore^ we have not a se- 
lection of the thoughts and images 
^at have occurred to him; but we 
^eem to have. them all; and to have 
^m all dilated and worked up, with 
nearly th^ same fond and indiscri- 
jisurH^ie aiMciety. He seems, in short, 
to have as excessive a love for his 
own geniiis» as Ovid, or the long- 
\i^]nded Spanisords and Italians of the 
jsixtoenth century; and to think as 
^itUf of sparing his readers any 
^hing. which his pwn reading or re- 
tiiection had once suggested to his 
iznagination. The effect of all this is, 
jiot only to make his poetry very 
.dUfuse, and to give it a general air 
of heaviness and labour; but to de- 
: prive his felicities of their greatest 
grace} and to render ^is failures in- 
vexpiable. . 

;, There is nothing so charming in 
j^etry,as that appearance of perfect 
eiMie and carelessness, which makes 
the result, perhaps, of long study, 
appear like the spontaneous effVi- 
} sion of a superiour or inspired mind; 
, and at once raises the reader, as it 
were, into t;he society of a higher 
order of beings, whose bdmmbn 
language and habits of thou^^ht bear 
a stamp of vigour and sublimity far 
above the reach of ordinary mpr- 
<^tais. This charm, howevei;, is de- 
stroyed, the moment that we kre 



permitted to look behind the scenes^ 
and to cat^li a i>eep 6t the ^gieafasB r 
and' toihome inachiiiery by which f 
the effect is produced. Htfr can any ^ 
secret be of more imponance for a 

' poet to keep from his readers, thfca 
that of th^ time he has ^ent, and . 
the difficulties he Mh encountered, : 
in the course of Ms cemposillooa. 
This maxim, We thitik^ was well / 
understood by the 6lder writera; j 
amoiig whom it is rare t<^ ilnd any i 
marks of extraordinaly painSj either ■ 
to introduce or to bring out their * 
favourite images or concepti^tms. We^ 
do not speak of the labour ^ ooca* 
sionally bestowed, and vuMj e* 
nough, on their diction or versifica- 
tion. But, with reference to the move - 
substantial qualities of thought and 
fancy, we think there are few poets 
of established character, who can be. 
reproached, in any considemble de«> 
gree, with the fault we impote to 
Mr. Southey. On the contrary, if 
will be found, that alfho&t all theiB 
beauties appear to hate been faao- 
duced by accident; and that their 
fine passages are both brotight ]i| 
and concluded, with an apparent 
unconsciousness of their superioar 
merit. They arc neither inu^oduoed 
with any sort of parade, nor dw<te 
upon with any protr^ct^ €ompla>- 
cency. They open quietly Upon- the 
eye of the reader as he advances; 
and di^ppear again locrg be^fore lie 
is satiated with beholding them. lie 
is never diverted from his^ patlr to 
catch a striking view of then^•nor 
made to linger m its ^indfaigs, till 
all the sweetness is exhausted. 

The practice of Mr* Soutfaey, and 
of many other modern writer^ of 
inferiour note, is directly the* re- 
verse of ' this; nor, indeed, is there 
any fault more characteristick ^f 
our modem poetry, and, perhaps, 
of our literature in general, than the 
offensive anxiety that our authors 
are continually showing to make 
the most of their talents and their 
inaterlals; to miss no occasion to 
astonish and transport the reader; 

' Sllid to take special care that no- 
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thing which they think beautiful or 
important shall pass unobserved, or 
be dismissed till its merits have 
been fully pointed out, and made 
apparent to the most negligent and 
inattentive. It is this miserable trick 
of overrating the importance of all 
our conceptions, that has made our 
recent literature so intolerably dif- 
fuse and voluminous. No man, for 
example, has now the forbearance 
to write essays as short as Hume's, 
even if he had talents to make them 
as good; nor will any one be con- 
tented with stating his views and 
arguments in a popular and concise 
manner, and leaving them to their 
fate; but we must have long specu- 
lative introductions; illustrations 
and digressions; objections antici- 
pated and answered; verbose apolo- 
gies, at once fulsome and mo<lest; 
practical inferences; historical de- 
ductions; and predictions as to the 
effect of our doctrines, or the ne- 
glect of them, on the fate of men, 
and of the universe, in all time 
coming. In poetry, again, a great 
part of our modern authors se^m 
equally, averse to throw away the 
rubbish of their imaginations; and 
when they do hit upon any thing 
which seems to them of more than 
ordinaiy value, never fail to exert 
themselves notably to ensure the 
reader's attention to it* It is intro- 
duced either with startling abrupt- 
ness, or slow and pompous prepa- 
ration; and is turned into all possi- 
ble lights, and repeated in all possi- 
ble fprms, and with every possible 
encouragement and suasory to ad- 
miration. The consequence of all 
which is, that the whole spirit, 
lightness, and nature of the thought 
is extinguished; and the reader left 
oppressed with a sense of fatigue, 
heaviness, and confusion. 

But if this-tone of perpetual effort 
and ambition, prove so injurious to 
the effect of the very passages in 
which a poet is most successful, it 
is a thousand times worse where 
he experiences any failure or mis- 



carriage. If a man says a dull thing 
in a low tone and quiet manner, it is 
very likely to escape notice; and i% 
almost sure tp escape derision; but 
if he utter an inconceivable stupi- 
dity in an emphatick and arrogant 
accent, and, after taking great pains 
to prepare his hearers for something 
very impressive; the ridicule is irre-, 
sistible, and its effect scarcely ever- 
to be got over. Now, the poets who 
are at! feo much trouble t<v force all 
their bright thoughts on the notice 
of their readers, sometimes mistake 
for a bright thought, what appears . 
to others purely nonsensical or af- 
fected; and thus give rise to asso- 
ciations that are neither very fa- 
vourable to their reputation, nor 
very easily dissolved. Where there, 
.is no visible effort, though there , 
may be dullness, there caii scarcely 
be failure; and the reader who. is 
not gratified, may still retain his 
faith in the taste and judgment of 
the author; and impute his want of 
brilliancy to an intractable sul^ject, 
, or a moment of negligence or inat- 
tention. But, the instant that he 
fails in a strenuous and open at- 
, tempt on his admiration, there is an 
end to apology and toleration; there 
. is then evident proof of weakness, 
where a feat of strength was intend- 
ed; and of open and irreconcilable 
differences, as to the fundamental 
articles of his mystery. In our clas- 
sical poets, accordingly, though 
. there is abundance of flat passages, 
we scarcely recollect any instance 
of egregious failure. In Mr. Sou- 
they and Mr. Wordsworth, and in 
the German dramatists whom they 
seem to copy, we meet with them 
perpetually. Nor is it possible, even 
for great genius and originality, to 
prevent the combination pf childish- 
ness with an unremitting effort .at 
force and sublimity, from producing 
passages which chill the unwary 
reader with a mixture of shame, 
provocation, and compassion. . , 

Wc have extended these general 
observations much fai^ther than we 
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mtended; and farther, certainly, than 
we should have permitted ourselves 
to do, had the work before us fur- 
nished any exception to the charac- 
ter of those former publications, by 
the recollection of which, they were 
suggested. But, alas, it is another 
and the same; another pile of splen- 
did images and amiable sentiments, 
doomed, by the perversity of the au- 
thor^ to meet the derision of the fas-* 
tidious, and the neglect of the sober 
part of the publick; and destined, 
we fear, to speedy oblivion, by its 
bad taste and extravagance, in spite 
of greater beauties than are to be 
foimd in much of our remembered 
poetry. 

The work may be shortly charac- 
terized, we think, as the most ex- 
travagant and most elaborate of all 
Mr. Southey's performances; and 
likely to succeed very nearly as Tha- 
laba htis succeeded. It bears, in- 
deed, a very striking resemblance to 
that poem, both in the irregularity 
of its measures, the wildness of its 
fictions, the splendour of its oriental, 
scenery, its etenial enchantments, 
and the fewness of its human cha- 
yacters. The general outline of the 
story, too, and the kind of interest 
that it Excites, is so precisely the 
sam^ in the two works, that if this 
last had proceeded from another au- 
thor, he must have incurred the 
charge of very poor and barefaced 
plagiarism from Mr. Southey; and 
Mr. Southey himself must submit 
to the imputation of some poorness 
of intention in the department of in- 
cident or fablCy The subject of both 
is the adventures of an innocent 
giri, with her father and lover, per- 
secuted by a host of witches and 
evil spirits; and finally triumphing 
©ver them, in a great measure by 
the help of the very enchantments 
that are resorted to for their de- 
struction. The Curse of Kehama, in 
short, is another Thalaba; with the 
addition of rhyme, of more ostenta- 
tious and elaborate description, and 
of still gi'eater extravagance of fic- 



tion. Those who were ofifehded with 
the irregularity and extravagance 06 
that poem, we think, will have still 
less toleration for this; and, even of 
those who admired formerly, there 
are many who will not admire now; 
though there are some, no doubt, 
who will admire a great deal more 
than ever. This is a finished poemf 
in the same style, in which Thalaba 
was but a slight and hasty sketch; ' 
and there are many who were 
pleased with the lightness, the rapi- 
dity, and variety of the sketch, who 
will think the loss of these qualities 
but ill compensated by the splendid 
colouring and minute details of the 
finishing. To such persons, thepre-» 
sent piece will appear loaded,. and 
tedious, and glaring, in comparison 
with that less elaborate production; 
but those who have a full anddecid- 
ed relish for the peculiar style by 
which both are characterized, will 
certainly find more to admire in the 
Work now before us; much greater 
fullness of detail, brilliancy of tint, 
and richness of consti'uction; more . 
boldness of imagination, and deeper 
complication of incident For our 
own part, we incline to the severer 
judgment. The marvels of Thalaba 
arc more thin, airy, and fleeting; 
and, while they appear to us ta be 
on the whole more elegant,, they do ' 
not wait for that- deliberate investi- 
gation which is challenged by the 
elaborate groups of the present 
performance. We are more uni- 
formly interested, perhaps, by the 
poem before us, and more deeply 
impressed with a sense of the au- 
thor's genius; but we are also more 
fatigued, and more, provoked; and 
feel that the pains and deliberation 
that have evidently been employed 
upon this exhibition of his extrava- 
gances, deprive him of an excuse, of 
which he still seems to stand in need. 
It is quite time, however, that we 
should endeavour to make our rea- 
ders more particularly acquainted 
with this extraordinaiy production. 
In the Hindoo religion there is 
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Am singidaii^, thiA prayers, penan* 
ceft and sacnfices, if regularly and 
•xactly performedy-are aupposed in- 
Ulibly to procure certain powera 
and advantages to the worshipper, 
altogether independent of the mo- 
tives or dispositions by which he 
was influenced. The powers which 
may be thus acquired, are such as 
not only to subject all the elements 
to the will of the devotee, but to en- 
danger the dominion of the deities 
themselves, and to expose the so- 
"vereip^ty of the universe to the en- 
, terprises of human ambition. Upon 
this revoking peculiarity of the 
Hindoo faith, the poem before us is 
founded; and a single sentence of 
additional explanation will enable 
the reader to understand peiiectly 
the short abstract which we are 
about to give of the story. Kehama, 
a king somewhere in India, was 
one of those wicked worshippers, 
%ho, by penances and ritual obser- 
vances, had acquired supreme power 
over all this lower world, and 
brought the gods themselves to 
tremble for their independence. His 
son, Arvalan, the heir apparent to 
all his power and wickedness, had 
offered violence to Kailyal, the 
beautiful daughter of a peasant in 
the neighbourhood of his imperial 
palace; and had been felled to the 
earth, and slain, by the avenging 
arm of her father. The poem opens 
with an account of the prince's in- 
terment 

It is divided into twenty four books 
or sections. The first c^ which is 
entitled, " The Funeral;*- and con- 
tains a very complete and elaborate 
picture of the midnight procession, 
and the burning; of the dead Arva- 
lan and his living wives. This af- 
fords a very good specimen both of 
the author's powers of picturesque 
representation, and of the exhaust- 
ing, and somewhat oppressive, ful- 
ness and minuteness of his details. 
The roofs and balconies crowded 
with spectators; the interminable 
Ivie of smoking torches; the splen- 



did palinkms; the- nuimck; the 
shoutings; the baldheaded priests; 
the scrfdiers; the mourning soive- 
xeign; the ftmeral pdle; the devoted 
widow; the dancing and the blaze, 
are all desceibed at full length, 
and with careftil and repeated touch* 
es. The effect b undoubtedly rich, 
to those who have patience to go 
throu j;h with it But, to many read- 
ers, It will prove very* &tigimg^ 
and, indeed, it is rather too muchf 
to fiJl a whole book o€ an epic po- 
em with the description ef a bunal; 
without the relief of dialogue^ cha- 
racter, or action of any sort 

The second section is entitled 
« The Curse;*' and bep^ins, rather in 
a startling manner, with a colloquy 
at the side of the funeral pile, be- 
tween the dead Arvalan and his fii- 
ther. The young gentleman com- 
plains grievously of the loss of his 
body, and of the piercing influences 
of the air on his naked spirit The 
omnipotent monarch commands Ihe 
elements to cease from troubling 
him, and promises him an ample 
revenge. For this purpose, he orders 
the peasant and his daughter to be 
brought forward. The former obeys, 
with calm resignation; but the girl 
clings with instinctive terrour to a 
wooden image of her Ssvourite god- 
dess, that happened to be placed 
hard by, on the bank of a river; and 
while the guards are struggling to 
tear her from it, a part of the bank 
gives way; and they, and the god- 
dess, and her votary, are all plunged 
into the water. Kehama then turns i 
to the father; and, summoning up all 
his energies of power and of ma- 
lice, for one great effort, pronounces 
that portentous cureei from which 
this wonderful work of Mr. Southey 
takes its denomination. The grater 
part of this curse would appear to 
most people^ we believe, aa no in* 
considerable blessing; unce it 
charms its object from the effects of 
wounds and violence, anid sickness, 
infirmity, and old age; and merely 
dooms him not to be wet with water. 
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nor iimtied whh wind, tod to-pass 
lli8'4&)rs without steep, with s fire 
in his hetrt tfnd in his brain.' We- 
'< did not intand to gfvse an)r extract, 
^ in this short view of the stcnry; trut 
we must 'make one exception, we 

* believe^ fer the sake of . this Curse, 
. i wliich' is so Tery i^rdind a point in 

» the' whole maohinerf* We suspect- 

' ottr readers h^e seldom met with • 

SQcji » miserable do^grel; nor, in- 

- deed,- could we easily ^nd a better 

' speoimcti df those terrible failures 

. tOvwlHck Mr.Southby is. liable. 

<^ I chajtin thy life 

*,, , prom the weapons of strife^ 
From stpjie, and from wwJ, 
From fire and from flood. 
From tHe serpent's tooth. 
And the Bea»t« of blood: 
c- 'F#oan sickne&« 1 charm thee, 
^Bclr^tif^e »haU not -harm tliee ; 
, ; But earti), wtuchis mine, 
, ,.. Its fruits shall deny tliee; 

And water shall hear me, 
' ' And know thee and fly thee; 
And t^e whids shall noC totieh thee 
• WkBSlhey ptts» bythe^, 
. , J. . And tbe.dewflL »b*tt not wet thee 
. When. they, fall uijpU thee; 
^ . ^ And. thou shalt geek death 
To release thee, in vain; 
' Thou Shalt lire in thy palft, 
- • « ' ' While Kehania shall reign, 
. * : . With afireiathyheairt, 
■^ Ami a fire^in thy hrami 

Aud sleep shall obey, me, 

• " ' ^ , . And visit thee never, 

^^ ' And th6 Curse shall be on thee 
^ y. .; For ever and ever." p. 18, 19. ' 
/■rtr '->■'•'•• • ! . •; 

"*% With this- curse, ho werer, such 
' as it is, Laclurlad (for that is his 
.: tttoife) 'halving only laid his account 
''»fi&r* death by torture, is quite lior- 
••-ift)U5*-stru«k; and Wanders away, ino 
^*^ltM^«:b^g«n!ling^ of the third section, 

' •ehf5tl«d« the Recovery," along, the 

• * brinks of the river, in silent conscer- 

• "natij^n. About sunrise, he sees some- 

• tilling. floating in the. streamy and-by: 
add by^ recognizes a woman; clinging^ 

* to a Wooden image; suspects it may 

be his dadghter^ rushes in; and,, by 

'l*e powerful protection of the. 

curse, walks dry through the roar- 

^ ing^ flood, and beftPs4:ierto thiC'shore. 

Vol. v. 3 b 



There is ^en a ▼cry prMy ajpoount 
of her restoradon*. though quite mi- 
aiute BHOiigh to dk> creSt to the &e- 
eretary o£the Humane Society; and 
a oommmnscation of fais strange 
de^ny, to the Ibll, aA outrageously 
badasthesjtntence itselll We doubt 
greatly, whether any of our readers 
ever saw any thing so pitiful as the 
'following attempt at toiTiUi^ 9ubii- 
mity and novelty. .. 

♦* Tl|e winds of Heaven must never breathe 
on roe; 
The rains and dews must "never fall on 
me; 
Water must mock my thirst and rfirink 

from mei 
The common earth must yield no fruit to 

me; 
Sleep, blessed sleep! mustjnever light on 

me; ' ' 

And death, who comes to all, 'must fly 
from me; 
And never, never set Ladudad 
free." p. 3r. 

Kailyal, however, is so much 
shocked at this direful sentence, 
that she refuses to give credit to it; 
till, looking down at the skins of his 
coat, she finds that the curse had 
had an operation even more power- 
ful than we should. have expected; 
liaving kept not only his person) but 
his garments, comfortably dry. 



* Oh misery ! she (iried. 



He bore me froft) the river depth, and yet— 
: His garment is not wet !** 
• ' ' * - ' , • . . 

The fourth canto is callfsd " the 
'^Departurey'' find iielpft the story but 
little forward. The fiithe>r and daugh- 
ter lie in' listless jind sili^t agony, 
almost all day. At last, thQ former, 
not ^atisified with the es^perkaaent of 
the dry coKt, steps down ^. the ri- 
ver to ascertain whether jLh^ water 
r^Uy would not touch him; and is 
again thQndicrstrut:k to Gnd> that it 
recedes round 1^ dry hand* Kailyal 
then bethinks herof the i^ervices of 
the. wooden goddess; and) after ex* 
pressing her gratitude in some veiy 
sweet and innocent ver^s, erects 
thfi^image^on.the btinkt and leads 
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her father fur^CT pS In9m ,ti^ J^^^ 

dence ot their . omnipotent ^pre«- 

The fifth section, ei^U^yd ^ ", the 
Separation," ia ^ Utjtle ^pr?' pxth 

§>essiye. The wretched p.ai|r % 
own under a tree lop ihe ^fg% 
Ladurlad, breathing rejfularly in 4? 
lent agony, appears tphis djaughterto 
sleep; and she>.afte;r a iopg' contest 
with filial anxiety, yery&wj^etly. de.^ 
scribed, yields at last to the pre^siir^ 
of &tigue, and sinks isko slumber 
terselt tt^r father, aiu^ous to sparOi 
her the, spectacle of fas incurable 
iniserv» seizes this, monfiept to ejr 
cape frbm her vigilant love, ^lips hia 
head from ^hef iap,.and runs .off. 
Siie awakes with the motion, and 
runs fra^itick afte^ him through the 
dark wood. She is here met by the 
ghost, or rather by a new incama- 
Uon, of the. detested Arvajan, who 
chases her to some distance,^ when 
she fiies to the sanctuary of a goodj 
quiet §Qd, called PoUe^r^ wboset 
statue, m the shape of an elephanti 
stood by the wayside. Arvalan, im- 
piousliy following to seize the maid, 
« with fleshly arm," as Mr. Southey 
has it, at the altar, is seized by the 
indignant statue, and tossed into the 
heart of the wood. The noai^^j ^^^sh- 
ing on in a^ony.of fear» stumblos 
against the ropt of a manchineal 
tree, and falls senselesg under its 
deadly shade*. 

The sixth canto, caDed ** Casya* 
p^," is the first th^t introducies the 
superhuman agents, and must be ,ad? 
mitt^ed to, present us with some new 
and very eloquent description*^ One 
of the. pure spirits termed Glen^- 
veers in the Hmdoo^ naythology^ 
floating near the, earth. In ihe sweet 
moonlight of that evening, i^scovers 
the prostrate maiden, and ll^ears hsjr 
in his arms up to Mount llimakoojt, 
where oldCasyap%the gireof gods^ 
dwells by the spring of the Gange^. 
The pitying spirit is here informed 
by the ancient divinity, of the rage 
and power of Kehama. A very beaur 
tiful description is given.of JC^iiyaJ's 



tain» and of thie ,h^ick j>iiy My 
which the Dlei^doveer is roused to 
defy tb^ ragie ,of the ^oipiipotf]^ 
Kehd^KUb in k^ bM&balf. ile jpaUs tP 
ftjxq^^ tfaerfyrorepif^ ship ;of bea9rj&% 
9pdei|^l;^rl^.iii it wjk& hej: £^ -^e 
$werga^ ^r Ipwe^ ^ea^en pf t^ir 
nayt^3o^|^* .[ , ^, : j. r 

^Q.fii^vf^U section; M^hicl^ c^peus 
wit^.an degant ^d i^<4fHl 4«l WP^ 
tio^ of tte^ »^^P^9^ ^fJ^T^% §|w»^ 
like a.; 8hel4 4£>8^^ .^^ ^/^M^^W 
bendiug in me finie^^weep trf^jm^ 
to endt coloured like the g^en light 
of eveningi and hplding its nc^iseleg^ 
way through sir ^tui sunshine^with , 
inconceivable lipidity* This, which 
ia long isnQugl^ ipr i^pst readers, is 
followed witl^.|^^Qther ^Ull Ifiuger, of 
the wings of tibeGlendoveeov which 
were leathery^ it seems, lUse th^ 
bat's» without feathers, very transpa^- 
rent, coloured, like gpod port wine, 
diyided into cpinpartments by fi- 
bres of pliant bone of a silver hue> 
and. folding up, when, his flying was 
over, into the form of a, very b^- * 
coming drapery. After sporting 
through five page^ with these redun- 
dant descriptions^ Mr. Southey lands 
his voyagers, at the Swerga^ which 
is described with still more extrava- 
gant luxur^ce, both of language 
and of far^cy, A huge tree on the 
midland height, drops diamond wa-> 
ter from i^yevy leaf, an^ feeds a 
thousand rills that cpUect into ri- 
vers>and spread ^pto lakes among 
bpiwers of blis^, Upon/these^blue 
lakiesy as, a fioor,.the palac^ pf In^ra 
is reared, of j^loujds, and itre| .and 
wa^tery and pieces of ralnbowf..pillar8 
^ cloud,, with <:apitals .of fireu being 
arched oyer with rambow, and spires 
ai^d pinnacles of flange supporting 
cupolas of water, tiidra, however, 
gives theriGlendoycer jas little com- 
^rt as.old t^asyapa^ He^ too, is una- 
e^ to control, and afraid to oppose 
le* wifl of the terrible Kehama; and 
as no . mortal king can inhabit the 
ethereal b9\vers of the Sv^erga, it is 
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ddomed thtt Kdfyd mmi fete coiil 
rcyed back to carUi, totl ^labed 
a^ain at the fboi bf itiduttt Metiii 
besidts ti*e fotiiitafea of the OingesJ 
She prafSjWithsWeetiltitfdetotioiii 
to be c6nd<icied aAin-feliet*' fkttei^. 

In thc^ghth 6anK'elafit!fetf*** th^ 
Sa«<Hficfe/' we fettirft to earthy iuid 
Kehama; and me^f^ ag;ain '#it3i new 
IMliir^ a»id ftlHhg^ dST oil the part 
ofMJ^. $otithfe5^;Th6«tocAflfefeWluclt 
hi t^ give the Mplbui sorerfel^ the 
Aoittlniori ofthfe SWergu, consifttiin 
tWef imniofirtidn of £ wiM hors^, 
ttpm which lio^ fnan hdt^vcfr laid fiis 
h^d;'and many thousand g^aMis 
8il¥tound him, to keeptjffthe pro- 
fstne tbuch. When the ihoment hai 
ariitfed, Kehama risea to' strike the^ 
fatal blow, when a ihan mshea wild- 
ly forward, and, in spite of the arrows 
and javeHhs that Ml tike hdl arbund 
him, lays his hand on the devoted 
steed, and destroys the whole virtue 
of the cet^emony. Kehama recogni- 
zes the victim of his curse^ in this 
bold and iiivulncfttble dehnquent; 
and refusing him thteileaA to which 
lie eagerly offfers himself, sends him 
back to his wanderings; but at the 
same time, orders the whold vast 
array of his guards tb be slain on the' 
spot, for not having done impossibi- 
lilifes, by stopping him ^in his ap- 
proach; So ten thousand horsemen 
gallop in, and quietly cut doWn tett 
thotisand infantry ! This tanie-told 
butchery, instead' bf ' beirfg imprea-' 
sive or terrible, is absoluteljjr ridicu^^ 
loiis, and the whole canto, mdeed,. 
though indicating very great talents, 
is heavy, tedious, and preposterous. 

The next, which is called * the" 
Home-scene,** i^* of a mixed* cha- 
racter. Ladurlad wanders to his own 
happy home, and surveys, in mute 
despair, the overblown flowers of 
his garden^ the |^arlands withered 
on the brows of his household ^ods, 
the peacocks veering their glitter- 
ing necks, in expectation of the 
wonted meal from his hand, and the 
wild grown marriage bower, which 
his widowed hands had been used 



t6 d'ec^ wltii such mouriifol a^sidui- 
i^. AH this is described beautifully, 
as well as the listless tenderness of 
«?6itow With which the deserted 
^cene'i^edhtemplated^ and the sooth- 
itt|; feeling^ of devotioh th^t arise 
from IW^ softened form o^ affliction, 
BVit Mr. Houthey mars all again, b^ 
bringing In the disgusdng form of 
Arvalan; ^nd then follows nothing 
but disgust and failure, and cbld and 
hontpotent extravagance. Thiti amia- 
ble person, of whom it is very dift- 
cult to say whether he is dead or 
alive, material or spiritual, through- 
out the poem, shows his ugly fisite 
from the sky, and grins so provo- 
kingly at Ladurlad, that, in spite of 
all he had already suffered, he takes 
up a stick to belabour him, when the 
dead ravisher gathers you a hand- 
ful of sunbeams, and points them 
at his opponent. Kehama's curse, 
however, enables him to set lire 
at defiance; but the stick in his hand 
is immediately reduced to white 
dshes! The mischievous spectre 
then blows up the hot sand upon his 
unhappy victim; and, as Mr. Southey 
elegantly expresses it, fills and 
chokes up his mouth, nose, ears, and 
eyes, with th^ drifting shower. 
While the poor man is reeling 
about ih this sandy tornado, the 
Glehdoveer whips down most op- 
portunely from the sky, ahd hews 
the dead Arvalan to pieces with his 
swofdt and theh; turning the hea- 
venly ship a Tittie from its crbursci 
Istys the entranced fethet* beside his 
daughter, and sdls away with them ' 
for MdianrMeru. 

The tenth section begins with Sap- 
phicks addressed to this vessel, and 
a description of the blessed sanctu- 
ary to whjch it conveyed those high- 
fated mortals. The description is 
verbose, and not very intelligible. 
But thef e are some tender and poeti- , 
cal lines, expressive of the calm and ' 
innocent delight that awaited them 
in this divine retreat, where Kailyal 
meets the spirit of her dead mother, 
and the Glendoveer sports with his 
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fair firateg^e in adl the playfulness 
of ethereal infancy. It is quite plain 
to the reader, that the mortal and 
immortal have a decided penchant 
for each other, as the sequel of the 
poem, indeed, abundantly proves: 
however, the author thinks proper 
positively to deny all knowledge of 
it at this period, and brings in the 
Indian Cupid riding on a lory, to 
shoot vainly at them with a bow of 
sugar cane, strung with a row of 
living bees. This section contains 
inore childishness than any we have 
yet noticed, and is full of namby- 
pamby and affectation, intermixed 

. with a sort of amiable and pretty 
silliness. 

The next is more entirely disa- 
greeable. It is entitled « The En- 
chantress," and contains a long, dis- 
gusting account of a witch, to whom 
Apvalan repaired for aid and counsel 
in his distresses; and of her getting 
him a suite of armour, and sending 
him off in her chariot, to invade 
the blessed family on Mount Meru. 
The device which she employs to 
find out the place of theii' retreat, 
is, perhaps, the most revolting and 
contemptible extravagance in the 
'whole poem. Her own eyes being 
bad, she calls her attendant spirits 
to bring in a " globe of liquid chrys- 
tal, as black as jet;" to make which, 
we are literally and distinctly told, 
that she had taken out the sight 
from a thousand eyes, and kneaded 
it into this magical organ 1 by look- 
ing through which, she immediately 
discovers Kailyal's bower of bliss on 
Mount Meru. The catastrophe of 
the unhappy Arralan is not very in- 
telligibly naiTated. He sets out gal- 
lantly in a car drawn by dragons, 
accordinlj^ tg the universal practice 
of all champions equipped by en- 
chanters, and gets very near the 
habitation of his victims, when his 
r hariot and steeds are very conve* 
iiienily drawn aside by « All-com- 
}nanding Nature!" and dashed upon 

, <"citain adamantine rocksj from which 



the wicked princefidls battered down 
into an ice-nit, ten thousand miles 
below, where he is jammed in, and 
left to howl, unpitied and unheard. 

The succeeding secUon is not 
much better. It is called « .The 
Sacrifice completed,'* and contains 
a dull amd noisy account of the eva-* 
cuation of the Swerga by Indra and 
bis attendant spirits, in consequence 
of Kehama having ^ot another wild 
and untouched horse within the 
reach of his axe. The affrighted 
gods take ship for a higher heaven; 
but call, on their voyage, to explain 
the melancholy cause 4>f tlieir emi' 
gration^ to the party on Mount Meru, 
and to apprize the unhappy Ladur- 
lad and his daughter (the former of 
whom, we think, might have baffled 
the sacrifice again) that they must 
return within the sphere of the ty- 
rant's power. 

The thirteenth canto, entitled 
« the Retreat/* drops these devoted 
victims upon the lower earth; and 
contains an account of the sylvan 
abode in which they resolved to 
await the renewal of their trials. 
We are rather inclined to think it 
the most beautiful of the whole 
poem. There is a fine description 
of a Banian tree, and of the rich 
oriental . scenery around it; and 
though the idea of the tyger and 
elephant losing their fierceness at 
sight of the beauty and innocence of 
Kailyal, be borrowed from the low- 
est commonplaces of poetry, yet the 
picture of their homage is finished 
with great elegance and beauty, as 
^vell as that of the pious resignation 
and simple occupations of her who 
receives it. Having "fed upon hea- 
venly fare," as Mr. Southey elegant- 
ly expresses it, she had been con- 
verted, by a process somewhat ana- 
logous to that of making a queen bee, 
into a creature of a much higher 
oi'der than a mere peasant girl; and 
begins to be familiar with lofty 
thoughts and imaginings, though she 
cannot repress some womanish and 
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loveTtike fears «» to her being for- 
gotten by the Glendoveer, which are 
expressed with great delicacy and 
tenderness. The c^^to ends with 
affected and disagreeable abrubt- 
ness, by suddenly, telling us^ in four 
linest that she was carried off from 
this lonely retreat by a, baud of wau- 
^ring priests, who were travelling 
to find a bride for Jaga/Naut» the 
idol with seven heads* 

The. fourteenth section is named 
aftco* this captivating deity; and is 
one of the most obstreperousi con- 
fucdng) and disagreeable in the vo- 
lume. There is a noisy and insup- 
i^ortably tedious descjriptiojQi of tlie 
procession of the giant idol in his 
chariot, and of the shouting, dan- 
cing and singing, with which his 
nuptials with Kailyal are celebrated. 
Then the unhappy victim is shut up 
in the bridal chamber, and sees ap- 
proaching to her the accursed and 
incorrigible Arvalan, clothed, as usu- 
al, in the borrowed flesh of man. 
We doubt whether the pious virgin 
was more disgusted than most of 
Mr. Southey's readeis will be, at 
this unpardonable intrusion. Howe- 
ver, she shrieks lustily, and down 
comes the faithful ^Glendoveer, who 
dashes her unworthy paramour to 
pieces on the floor. But, at this in- 
stant, his amiable friend and procu- 
ress, the witch, appears with a legion 
of flends, who seize and pinion the 
Glendoveer, while she patches up 
the mangled body of her favourite, 
and encourages him to take his plea- 
sure [such is Mr. Souther's style] 
with the lady, while she secures hia 
rival in the ancient sepulchres un- 
der the ocean. Kailyal being thus 
left once more with the amorous 
defunct, takes a torch, and sets fire 
to the curtains; and, while her lover 
roars with the scorching pain, she 
herself is rescued by her father, who 
walks unhurt through the flames, 
under the protection of his curse, 
and bears out his astonished daugh- 
ter. 



The next canto i& called ^ the city 
of Baly," and aboiinds in splendid 
description, and tlie brighter Iruits of 
a poetical imagination. Baly, we 
learn, was a mighty monarch of for- 
mer days, who built a superb city 
by the sea shore; and was afterwards 
appointed judge of hell; upon which 
the sea rose, and overflowed his 
earthly city, leaving only a few 
mouldering towers and spires peer- 
ing above ijs lonely waters. Ladur- 
lad conjectures, that it is in the 
royal sepulchres of this submarine 
capital that the witch has deposited 
the captive Glendoveer: and being 
gifted, by tlie curse, with the power 
of walking under water, resolves to 
go and attempt his deliverance. . The 
appearance of the city, from the 
sculptured and rocky shore, is very 
finely described; and the anxious 
hope with which his lovely daughter 
sees him descend intp the abyss, 
and waits day after day, with grow- 
ing terrour, on the silent and solita- 
ry strand. 

The following section is of the 
same general character. It is entitled 
" The Ancient Sepulchres," and con- 
tains the account of Ladurlad's ac- 
quatick adventure. The appearance 
of tlie drowned city, its sculptured 
gateways, and palaces and temples, 
and lonely streets and gardens^i all 
shining in the green light of the in- 
cumbent ocean; all silent, and entire, 
and c4esolate, is represented with 
great power of colouring. Ladurlad 
wanders long, in abtonishment, 
through this portentous scene; but 
at last descends into the arched se- 
pulchres of the kings, where, by the 
light of a huge carbuncle, he disco- 
vers their embalmed bodies,. each 
placed in a nich on iHs chair of 
Slate; and, at one end, the unfortu- 
nate Glendoveer chained to a rock, 
and watched by a huge sea monster 
with " a mouth from car to ear," 
triple rows of teeth, and two loni,- 
sinuous tails. This formidable guar- 
dian immediately flics upon his uti- 
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expected visiter: but hU ttfe kad 
been charmed irom teeth as well as 
water; and tie finds he can make no 
impression upon hia imj^ssiTc body. 
Berne a' fish of conscience, however, 
he will not permit him to resctte his 
prisoner, but holds him fast in 
his coils; while he, in return, at« 
tempts to throttle the monster, and 
extricate himself from his grasp. 
This preposterous struggle is con- 
tinued for no less than seven entire 
days; at the end of which, the mon« 
ster being* overcome with want of 
sleep [a necessity from which also 
the cufse hate dispensed his antago- 
liistj is at last obliged to give out, 
and fairly gives up the ghost, under 
the obstinate harassment of his ene- 
my. Ladurlad then finds an old 
sword, with which he hacks a while 
at the Glendovcer's fetters, and at 
last sets him free; and they both, 
make the best of their way back to 
the upper light of day. 

The eighteenth canto is called 
w Baly," and describes the reunion 
of the happy family. The said Baiy, 
it seems, had annually one night of 
vacation from his judicial function 
ih hell, which he employed in taking 
a tool Walk over India, and revisit- 
ihg the precincts of his old flooded 
city. By g^eat goed luck, the night 
on which Ladurlad emerged with the 
Qlendoveer to rejoin his daughter, 
was the night of this annual prome- 
nade; tmd the "Worthy Baly was con- 
sequently a witness of their encoun- 
ter. His assiataricc) as it turns out, 
was highly opportune; ' for, while 
they are all embracing in speechless 
joy^ the loathsome Arvolan appears 
"in fleshy form," with his patroness 
the witch; and is just about to re- 
mand the celestial rival to his bonds, 
when the good judge interposes; 
collars the impious pair with irre- 
sistible strength^ stamps upon the 
earth, ^vhich opens beneath him, 
and bears down the guilty beings to 
his own realm of punishment. 

The next canto is entitled " Ka- 
huma's Descent.*' For this tender 



fitther, having heard his son's shiieks, 
as he was arrested, rushes down to 
his relief, smoking, as Mr. Southey 
assures us, with very rage and re- 
sentment. He poars to Baly to deli- 
ver up his victim; but the old gen- 
deman answers from the ceUarage, 
that the rajah has not yet won the 
dominion of Padalon, and that his 
habcni ctitfiui cannot be allowed him. 
The almighty rajah then turns, with 
softened looks to Kailyal; and tells 
her that it is doomed by fate, that 
he and she alone^ of all mortals, 
shall drink together the Amreeta 
cup of immortality, and that she 
must therefore consent to be his 
bride. She refuses, with expres- 
sions of disgust and horrour; and he 
soars back to the Swerga, scattering 
curses on them as he rose. 

The next canto, entitled « Mount 
Calasay," begins well; but soon 
wanders into bombast, extravagance, 
and mock sublimity. One Effect of 
the rajah's farewell curse had been, 
to crust over the pure beauty of 
Kailyal with leprosy; and nothing 
can be more beautiful than the re- 
presentation of her womanly feel- 
ings of apprehension and pain at 
the thought of a^ppearance she 
would make in the eyes of her Glen- 
doveer, gradually giving way to a 
proud reliance on her inward merits 
and his unchangeable affection. 
The reader is then called to accom- 
pany the saidGlendoveer in his bold 
attempt to reach the inaccessible 
throne of Seeva the Preserver, to 
whom he is resolved to carry the 
tale of Kahama's atrocities. This 
throne was enshrined, it seems, in 
such immeasurable distance, that 
Brama and Vishnu had formerly 
travelled a thousand years without 
being able to reach it: but the Glen- 
doveer, bom up by faith, arrives, in 
an incredible snort space of time at 
the foot of Mount Calasay, which is 
a silver mountain set round with se- 
ven ladders; and, having reached 
the summit, he finds a broad table 
of gems, a sacred triangle, and a 
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rose; aixly over all^ a sU?er jl>e^r sel& 
suspejQded ip the. air, but po Ufp, 
nor sound, nor visible presepcet. 
Overawed and confounded by the 
holy solitude and silenpf^, be pray^ 
aloud to the omnipresent deity, a|id 
ventures to strike the silver bi^ll^ 
upon which the ta^le, an^ the 
mountain it^lff and all the lay^tix^k. 
spene, vanish away in a flood of in« 
tolerable light; and, while the dazr 
sled angel falls headlong from ^be 
giddy height, he hears a ^olexni^ 
yoijC^ direct him to repair ''to thi? 
throne of Yamen (the kJi^ig of, Pa-? 
dalon, or Heil) and there aw^ the 
end. 

The .twentieth canto is entitled 
« The Embarkation;" an4 sets the 
whole pious party forward on this 
desperate voyage. There is a very 
pretty scene between Kailyal and 
the Glendoveer, wheil she first meets 
him with her altered form* They 
then journey together to the epd of 
the world, where they find a crazy 
vessel riding in a ^tormy creek that 
opens out to a sea overhung with 
impenetrable darkness, step aboard, 
and push put into that glopiny 
ocean. 

The next section^ entitled: « The 
World's End,^' terminates the 
voyage^. They soon shoot across the 
zone of darkness that seemed to 
bar their way, and emerge into: a 
softer and purer light; upon enter- 
ing which, Ladurlad feels the burn- 
ing curse departed from . his heart 
and brain; and the leprous train 
falls off from the bright and bloom* 
ing beauties of Kailyal. They then 
reach a level belt of ice that boUQC^s 
the tranquil ocean before them; and, 
find it peopled with the soyls of de- . 
parted men, proceeding . on th^ir . 
destined way to the throne of Ya- 
men, and the judgmcfit-seat .of,^ 
Baly. The plain of ice is boiipfled^^. 
on the farther side, by .a broad and . 
profound gulph, beyoi^d, yhiph rise , 
the rocky foundations of tjie second , 
earth. From this gulph^ascend, every 
now a^d then, the mmistering i^pi;*it* . 



w.an^riog souls, nnd j^iH^ge do^ji 
wkh thefn to Ihe^rfip^l audit. K^« 
lyal %vGifM^ with l^rour at. tf^ 
strugfrie^ ajpd ironies of those whopi 
CQns$^ous guUt^ fori&warned of thj^ 
dooi^.that .^waited them; but th^ 
Glendoveer l^ids her b^ of goo4 
(K)Q^fprt; aPd) raising her in hi% 
a^ma, shoots down with her to th& 
bpttom of the abyss. The fictions of 
t^is catrtp arc very much in th^ 
manner of Dante; though the dicf, 
tjion is infinitely mpre o^:^Lte wi 
verbose^ . 

The tw^ty seqpnd section^ entfr 
Ued, >< The Gate cf Padalpn," i» 
constructed in tbe sape spirit.^— 
There is a description of thu^ 
economy of Padalon, which seem» 
borrowed somewhat tpo faithfully 
from the commonplace Tartarus 
of the classicks;. soula pu|*gilig 
o^ their guilt in fires; rebel spi* 
rits cursmg, and calling on Ke- 
hama; and the stem police of the 
place growling, and sweating, and 
scourging them. The Gl^dov^er 
brings the maiden to tl^e sputhenv 
gate, and leaves her in charge of 
the keeper till he goes back for her 
fattier. He then eicplains their em- 
bassyj and the c guan^aj^ of ^he way 
orders out bis oivn xhariot, poised 
upon a s^pgie wheel, like a wheelr 
barrow, wraps the whole party ii^ 
ma^k fire-pi;pof rol^^j and sets 
them oh the way to tkt ceittr^I cii^ 
of the Yaman^ . 

The t>yen^.thii^ ffSmtp is entitled 
"'Padalon;*' and ^y ^W^ ^® whoje, 
laborious and turgid, though adorn* 
eft^v^ith^sppie ftrong painUng. Af- 
ter passing Jtj;ir^i^h t}>e ads^nantip^ 
portal,, tj>e trayellerjfc arrive on thp 
ed^p, of. a vast sea of fire, over 
which ther^ is no, brid^fe .but pn^ , 
narrow rib of steel,- as sharp and 
fine, as the edge of a scymitar. Thf . 
one wh^e^ed car rises upon this 
ti(^klish/brid8se^ ai^d ^9U^ steadily 
over tne ^^ef-quive^Og and Ipud- 
toeing qcean be^eatJh. Nothing can 
be . jnore vulgar and uncBgnified 
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than the scenes they witness after 
gaining the farther shore. They 
proceed along a raised causeway; 
on each side of which are erected 
little vaults and dungeons, all te- 
nanted by tormented souls, and each 
supplied with a sluice from the fiery 
sea, to keep their torments fresh 
and active. Nothing is heard on all 
hands but the old Tartarean noises, 
of chains, lashes, hammers, groans, 
and execrations; and nothing seen 
but executioners administering dif- 
ferent forms of damnation. The 
city, however, is built entirely of 
diamonds, and shines with a light 
brighter than the midday sun. It is 
approached by eight brazen bridges 
crossing the fiery river by which it 
is surrounded; and in the cdntre is 
the palace of Yamcn, in the vesti- 
bule of which he sits along with Ba- 
ly, and before them a vacant throne 
of gold, supported at three of its 
comers by three living, but red-hot 
hiiman 'figures. The pious visitants 
do homage to the god, who accotn- 
modates them beside him; and bids 
them wait the approaching catastro- 
phe in patience. 

The last canto is entitled "The 
Amreeta;" and opens with the 
dreaded advent of Kehama to seize 
the throne of Padalon. The voice of 
command and of lamentation cease 
together at his approach; and a 
dread and awful silence keeps the 
whole region in suspense. In his 
plan for the assault of the Diamond 
city, Mr. Southey certainly outdoes 
all his former outdoings; for he 
makes the Hajah divide, or rather 
multiply, himself, into eight several 
rajahs of the same form and reality, 
and niarch up in this manner, at the 
same moment, to the eight gates of 
the place, advance through the 
streets,' ai^d meet at the palace in the 
centre. The battle between him and 
Yamen is prudently enveloped in 
darkness; but Kehama is victorious, 
and the rightful sovereign prostrated 
before him. The victor then ques- 
tions the burning supporters of the 



throne, who acknowledges the jusr- 
tice of their doom, and say they 
Wait for a fourth, of equal guilt, to 
complete their number. He then re- 
news his proposals to K'ailyal, Which 
are again rejected with disdain. Up- 
on which, he tails inipatiently f6r 
the Amreeta cup of immortality; 
and,- at his voice, a huge marble 
tomb opens, and discovers a giant 
skeleton, recHnin^ within, with the 
precious cup in his hand. The spec- 
tre rises slowly, and presents the 
cup to Kehama, saying it had been 
doomed ftom eternity for hini only, 
and for Kailyal, of all thie children 
of mankind. The impious monarch 
eagerly quaffs the potent liquor; but 
instantly feels inexpressible agony 
shoot through all his veins; and finds, 
too late, that he has doomed himself 
to an immortality of insupportable 
and incurable pain. His body iihmew 
diately becomes red-hot; and, urged 
on by an irresistible force, he moves 
towards the goldei) throne, and take* 
post at the vacant comer. The skei 
leton then presents the cup to Kail-^ 
yal, who drinks with pious awe and 
holy confidence. That instant, a 
steam of divine fragrance arises 
from all her frame; and, while she 
remains entranced in rapture, she 
feels all that was mortal in her melt 
softly away, and rises incorruptible; 
without having tasted the bitterness 
of death. She now rushes into the 
arms of her faithful Glehdoveer; his 
fitting bride, his equal in purity and 
immortality. Yamen gives them his 
benediction, and directs them to re- 
pair to their bower of bliss in the 
Swerga; and, when he sees Kailyal 
look with reluctant tenderness and 
anxiety on her father, assures her 
that she shall meet with him also in 
her mother's bower. The car then 
bears oft' the blessed pair; and the 
lord of death, smiling gently on La* 
durlad from his golden throfte, he 
sinks, like a child overwearied with 
play, into a soft slumber; on awaking 
from which, he finds himself a dis- 
embodied spirit, with his wife and 
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daughter, in the blessed groves of 
the Swerga. 

Such is the faithful outline^ and 
such the principal details of this 
singular poem; of the fable and in- 
cidents of which, our readers, there- 
fore, are now qualified to judge for 
themselves. Our fault to it is, that 
it possesses the interest of a fairy 
tale for children, and not of an epick 
poem for men; and that the fictions 
of which it consists, are so utterly 
extravagant as to lose the power 
even of producing astonishment. We 
do not mean to deny, that it does 
credit to Mr. Southey's powers of 
invention; but if we are once dispen- 
sed from tlie laws of probability, the 
task of invention is not very difficult. 
The great problem is, to devise in* 
cidents that shall be new and strik- 
ing, and yet conformable, in their 
great outlines, to truth and to hu- 
man experience. If the last condi- 
tion be remitted, fiction is an art of 
very vulgar attainment. Who looks 
with envy upon the author of baron 
Muuchausen*s adventures ? 

But, even where beautiful de- 
scription and striking bentiments are 
interwoven with extravagant fiction, 
the effect of the latter ingredient is 
always debasing and. unpleasant^ 
And there seems to be two reasons 
for this, independent of the painful 
and intense feeling of impossibility 
that stands constantly in the way 
even of the most momentary illusion. 
In the first place, we do not know 
how to sympathize with persons 
placed in situations of which we can 
have no experience, and, in the se- 
cond place, when we are once fami- 
lial ized with the violation of all truth 
and probability, we cannot easily ad- 
mit that any thing the poet can tell 
us is sufficiently wonderful or sur- 
prising. If he gives us a giant a 
hundred feet high, we think we 
should have one of a thousand^ if his 
hero can walk in the water, we 
want him also to fly in the air. The 
&miliar use of prodigies, in shorty 
makes us impatient of any ordinary 
Vol. v. 3 c 



occurrences; we will not submit to 
any difficulties or obstructions ari- 
sing merely from the laws of nature^ 
or the infirmity of human na- 
ture; and feel it as a sort of stingi- 
ness in the author, when he allows 
his favourites to be embarrassed for 
want of a miracle or an angel. After 
tjie abstract we have made of the 
story, it may seem very unreasona- 
ble to complain of Mr, Southey for 
not giving us enough of wonders; 
especially when it is considered, that, 
in order to oblige us, he has made 
one individual run up eight streets at 
tlie same moment of time, and ac- 
tually accomplished the annihilation 
of space and time [p. 207 J for the 
sake of another of his heroes. Un- 
reasonable, however, as it may 
seem, we do think that, having 
gone so far, he ought to have gone 
still farther; and that his poem, con- 
sidered only as a series' of marvels, 
is greatly inferiour to many other 
works of much lower pretension. In 
variety and novelty of wonders, it is 
not to be compared with the Arabian 
Nights* Entertainments; and indi«> 
cates much less facility of inventioQ 
than the Fairy Tales of the facetious 
count Hamilton. 

Next to the fable, we should like 
to say a word or two of the diction 
and versification of this strange 
poem, before laying any sp'ecunens 
of it before our readers. The diction 
is copious, and flowing and varied, 
though always diffuse, often affected, 
and sometimes very provokingly de- 
based by such babyisms as " dearest 
dear," — ^« maiden mine," and the 
other ofFensive blandishments of Mr. 
Southey's school. Of the versifica- 
tion, we can only say, that it is still 
more irregular than that of Thalaba; 
or, at least, that its irregularity is 
more conspicuous, by the capilcious^ 
alternation of rhyme and blank 
verse, and the uncertain recurrence 
of the rhymes that are used. Regu* 
larity, we confess, appears to Us to 
be of the very essence of versifica? 
tion; nor is it easy to give apy other 
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definition of a metrical work, than 
that it is divided into regular por- 
tions called verses; and thougjh it be 
very true, that there are legitimate 
verses of various lengths and con- 
structions, all of which are at the 
service of the poet, still it seems al- 
most necessary that those of the 
same order should either be repeat- 
ed in sequence, or interposed ac- 
cording to some regular system, in 
order to give us that perception of 
uniformity which seemft to be the ba- 
sis of the pleasure we receive from 
metrical harmony. 

If absolute uniformity, however, 
be thought too cloying: though Ho- 
mer and Milton do not seem to have 
found it so, there seems no good 
reason why a poet may not use one 
measure in one canto (or in one page, 
if he pleases) and another in another: 
But, to mix up all sorts of measures 
in every canto, and in every page, 
seems reaJly to be defeating the very 
purpose of writing in verse at all; 
and cannot fail to perplex the reader, 
with a perpetual feeling of uncer- 
tainty and disappointment. 

The only apology that could be 
offered for great irregularity of 
measure, would be, exquisite pro- 
priety of diction. In order to keep all 
his lines up to one standard, a poet 
may sometimes be obliged to leave 
out an impressive word, or to insert 
a weak or redundant one; and if he 
had the power of shortening or va- 
rying his measure, so as to suit it 
exactly to the very best selection of 
expressions that the language could 
afford, it may be thought that we 
should have, on the whole, a more 
perfJBCt composition, or at least a 
composition that more than com- 
pensated for the irregularity of its 
metre, by the beauty and force of 
its diction. Plausible, however^ as 
such a notion may appear, we sus- 
pect that it would not be found to 
answer even in more scrupulous 
hands than those of Mr. South ey. 
The license which was conceded as 



an encouragement to extraordinary 
diligence, would soon come to be 
employed as an instrument of mere 
indolence; and, instead of being used 
only to supply the unavoidable de- 
fects of the language, would be fa- 
miliarly resorted to, when the only 
defect was in the author. But, how- 
ever this may be in theory, we arc 
pretty sure that even Mn Southey's 
greatest admirers will not pretend to 
say that, in point of fiu:t, he is enti- 
tled to make use of thU. apology. 
Notwithstanding the unprecedented 
i|*regularity of his v^^e, his diction 
is the least compact, select, or ela- 
borate, of any with which we are ac- 
quainted. It is, indeed, in a very re- 
markable degree, loose and verbose, 
and neglected^and the irregularities 
of his measure seem to be far more 
frequently adopted, because they 
enabled him to employ the first un- 
weighed expression that occurred to 
him, than because they afforded the 
only perfect vehicle for phrases too 
precious to be altered* 

We have another fault to Mr. 
Southey's versification in this poem, 
besides its irregularity. He has in- 
troduced a great number of very un- 
harmonious metres; and coiubined 
them very unharmoniously. Instead 
of the firm march of the lambick 
and Trochaick measures, for^which 
alone our language seems to be 
adapted, we have (besides the poor 
pedantry of Sapphicks and Dae- 
tylicks) a great variety of tot- 
tering and slovenly measures, that 
were either never introduced into 
English poetry, or have been long 
discarded from it, from experience 
of their unfitness for the service. In 
the very beginning of the poem. Tor 
example, we have a series of such 
verses as these. 

" He moves — ^Iie nods his head. 

But the motion comes from the bearers' 

•tread. 

As the body bom idoft in state^ 

Sways with the impulse of its own dead 

weig'ht." 
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And a little after-^ 



Is beard tbe echoed s^d reechoed nsixne. 
From all that countless rout: 
Arvalan ! Anralan ! 
Arvalan ! Arvalan ! 
Ten times ten thousand voices in one 
shout 
Call Arvalan ! The overpowering sound. 
There is great choice, indeed, of ^^^ ^<^^e to house repeated rings about, 
such passages throughout the work. 



By this in the orient sky appears the 
gleam 
Of day— Lo ! what is yonder in the 
Stream ^— 



From tower to tower rolls round." 



*^ A fire is in his heart and brain 
And nature hath no healing for his pain.'' 

*• As if from some tort catapult let loose. 
Over the forest hurled him all abroad." 

•* Thereat the heart of tlie universe stood 

still; 
The elements ceased their influences ; tlie 

hours 
Stopt on the eternal round: Motion and 

breath. 
Time, change, atndlife and death." 

** It soweth here with toil and care. 
But the harvest time of love is there." 

** And hated women because they were 
loved.** 

*< O silent night ! how hare tUey startled 

thee 
With the brazen trumpets' blare I'* 

** Never before 
Had Kulyal watched it so impatiently. 
Never so eagerly had. hoped before. 
As now when she believed, and said, all 
hope was o'er. 

' Beholding her, how beautiful she stood. 
In that wild solitude, 
Baly from his invisibility 
Had issued then, to. know her cause of 
wo: 
• But that, in the air beside her, he es- 
pied 
Two powers of evil." p. 189, 190. 

** And blessed be tlie hour that gave thee 
birth, 
Dftughter of earth.'* 

*' Where in his ancient and august abodes. 
There dw^lt old Casyapo,the sire of gods." 

We do not know whether its ver- 
sification be the worst fault of the 
following very affected passage; but 
it is extremely offensive to our ears. 

" But rising over all in ope acclaim 



** And now at once they shoat 

Arvalan ! Arvalan ! 
With quick rebound of sounds 
All in accordant cry, ' 
Arvalan ! Arvalan!" p. 3, 4. 

The following, we think, is equally 
detestable, in rythm, style, and con- 
ception: 

** Dost thou tremble, O Indra, O god of 
the sky. 
Why slumber those tliunders of thine^ 

Dost thou ti^emble on high — 
Wilt thou tamely tlie Swerga resign — 
Art thou smitten, O Indra, witli dread ? 
Or seest thou not, seest thou not, monarch 
divine. 
How many a day to Seeva's shrine 

Kehama his victim hath led ? 
Nine and ninety days are fled," &c. 

** O day of wo ! aboye below. 
That blood confirms the almighty tyrant's 
reign ! 
Thou tremblest, O Indra, O god of the 
sky. 

Thy thunder is vain ! 
Thou tremblest on high for thy 
power! 
But where is Veeshnoo at this hour. 
But where is Seeva's eye ?" p. 
74, 75. 

Neither have we more toleration 
for such harsh and noisy bombast as 
the following: 

** And all around, behind, before. 
The bridal car, is the raging rout. 
With frantick shout, and deafening 
roar. 
Tossing tlie torches' flames about. 
And the double double peals of the drum 
are there, 
And the startling burst of the trumpet's 
blare; 
And the gong, that seems, with its thun- 
ders dread, 
To stun the living, and waken the 
dead. 
The ear-strings throb, as if thry vere 
brcke. 
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And the eyelids drop at the weight of iti 

stroke. 
Fain would the maid bare kept them 

fast. 
But open they start, at the crack of the 

blast, p. 148. 

Nearly one half of the poem is 
irritten in verses as loose and un« 
steady as this; though there is great 
variety in their kinds of badness. 
The passage which follows is pure 
childishness and sing-song. 

** O happy sire, and yet matt happy 

daughter ! 
Tlie etherial gales hts agony aslake^ 
His daughter*8 tears are on his cheek. 

His hand is in the water; 
The innocent roan, the man opprest, 
Oh joy !— hath found a place of rest 

Beyond Kehama's sway. 
His curse extends not here; his pains have 

past away. 

** O happy sire, and happy daughter ? 

Ye on the banks of that celestial water 

Tour resting place and sanctuary have 

found. 
What ! hath not then their mortal taint 
defiled 
The sacred solitary ground ? 
Vain thought! the holy valley smiled. 
Receiving such a sire and child; 
Ganges, who seemed asleep to lie. 
Beheld them with benignant *eye, 
AT'.d rippled round melodioualy. 
And rolled her httle waves, to meet 
And welcome their beloved feet." . 

** L.ovely wert thou, O flower of eaWh ! 

Above all flowers of mortal birth; 

But fostered in this blissful bower 
From day today, and hour to hour 

Lovelier grew the lovely flower, 
Q blessed, blessed company ! 

AVIien men and heavenly spirits greet. 
And they whom Death had severed meet. 

And hold again communion sweet; 
O blessed, blessed company !*' p. 104. 

It is not fair, however, cither to 
our readers or to Mr. Southey, to 
extract such pkssages. The follow- 
ing account of the burniag of Arva- 
lan's young widow, though defaced 
with a good deal of affectation, is 
powerfully executed, and makes 
full as striking a picture as the sa« 
crilice of Ipiitgenia. 



«<Wo! W»! HeiAinjr, 
The young Nealliny ! 
They strip her oniaments away; 
Bracelet and anklet, ring, and chak^ 
and sone; 
Around her neck they leave 
The marriage knot alone, . . . 
That marriage band, which when 
Yon waning moon was young. 
Around her virgin neck 
With bridal joy was hung. 
Then with white flowers, the coronal 
of death. 
Her fetty locks the crown. 
O sight of misery ! 
You cannot hear her cries, ... all other 

sound 
* In that wild dissonance is drown'd; — 
But in her face you see 
The supplication and the agony, . . . 
See in her swelling throat the desperate 

strength 
. That with vain effort struggles yet for 

life; 
Her arms contracted now in fruitless 
strife. 

Now wildly at full length 
Towards the crowd in vain.fbr pity 
spread. — ^p. 8, 9. 

The following picture of morning, 
is also sketched ^ith bright and 
transparent colours. It relates to 
Kailyal and her father, after he had 
saved her from the flood. 

" The boatman, sailing on his easy way. 
With envious eye beheld them where ^ 
. they lay; 

For every herb and flower 
Was fresh and fragrant with tlie early 
dew. 
Sweet sung the birds in that delicious 
hour, 
And the cool gale of morning as it 
blew, 
Kot yet subdued by day's increasing 
power, 
Uufiling tlie surface of the silvery 
stream. 
Swept o'er the moisten'd sand, and raised 
no ahower. 

Telling their tale of love. 

The boatman thought they lay 

At that lone hour, and who so Uest as 

they!"— p. 28, 29. 
The evening scene is also very 
sweetly drawn, and with -the same 
fidelity to eastern costume. 

" Evening comes on": arising from the 

Stream, 
Homeward the taH flamingo wings 

hi» flights 
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And whetete sattt nthvart the set- 
ling bean. 
His scarlet pliunage ^ws with 
deeper light 
The watchman, at the wished approach 
dF nighty. 
Gladljr forsakes the field, where he 
all day# 
To scare tbo winged plunderers from 
their pray. 
With shout and . sling, on yonder clay- 
V built heif^ht. 

Hath bom the sultry ray. 
Hark I at the golden palaces. 
The Braroin strikes the hour. 
For leai^es and leagues ai^ound, the bra« 
zen sound 
Bdlls through the stilloess of departing 
day, . 
lik<$ thunder far away/' 

p. 35, 36, 

The awaking of Kailyal, too, 
when first born, in her swoon, to the 
spring of the Ganges, is very beau- 
tifully represented. The last six lines 
appear to us peculiarly sweet and 
melodious. 

** Th^ waters of the holy Spring 
About the hand of Kailyal play; 
They rise, they sparkle, and they sing. 
Leaping where languidly she lay. 
As ifwith that rejoicing stir 
The holy Spring would welcome her. 
The Tree of Life which o'er her spread. 
Benignant bowed its sacred head. 
And dropt its dews of healing; 
And her heart-blood at every breath. 
Recovering from the strife of death, 
Drew in new strength and feeling. 
Behold her beautiful in her repose, 
A life-bloom reddening now her dark- 
brown cheek; 
And lo ! her eyes unclose. 
Dark as the depth of Ganges* spring pro* 
found, \ 

When night hangs over it, 
Bright as the moon's refulgent beam, 
That quiver's on its clear up-sparkling 
stream."— p. 54, 55. 

Her first interview with the spirit 
of her mother, whom she had lost 
in infancy, is described with the 
same tenderness and truth of feeling. 
I'he language (and this is no light 
praise) is like the finest parts of Mr. 
Wordsworth's. 

** The Maid that lovely form sui*veyed; 
Wistful she gazed, and knew her not; 
But nature to her heart conveyed 



A sttddeiv.thrill, a stavtlinrthoughti 
A feeling many a year forgot, 
, ^ow like A dream anew recurring^ 
As if again in every vein 
fiec mothe;r?s milk was stirring. ' 
With straining neck and earnest eye 
She stretched her hands imploringly. 
As if she fain would have her nigh. 
Yet fear'd to meet the wished embrace. 
At once with love and awe opprest." p. W. 

The passage that follows is an. 
imitation, aln^ost equally successful, 
of the moralizing style of Walter 
Scott. 

•f They sin who tell. utt love can die.. 
With life all other passions fly. 

All othera are but vanity. 
In heaven ambition cannot dwell, ' 
Nor avarice in the vaults of hell; 
Earthly these passions of the earth. 
They perish where they have their birth; 
But love is indestructible. 
Its holy flame for ever burneth. 
From heaven it came to heaven returneth; 
Too oft on earth a troubled guest. 
At times deceived, at times opprest. 

It here is tried and purified. 
Then hath in heaven its perfect rest. 
Oh ! when a mother meets on high 
The babe she lost in in&ncy, 
Hath she not then, for pains and fea)*s« 
The day of wo, the watcliful night. 
For all her sorrow, all her tears. 
An ovier-payment of delight?" p". 
100, 101. 

There is no finer description, per- 
haps, in the whiAe poem, than that 
of the ancient city of Baly, showing 
its silent turrets above the surround- 
ing sea, 

*' Their golden summits, in the noonday 

light. 
Shone o'er the dark green deep that rolled 
between; 
For domes, and pinnacles, and aptrea 
were seen 
Peering above the sea— a mournful 
' sight! 
* Well might the sad beholder ween 
fi*om thence 
What works of wonder the devouring 
wave 
Had swallowed there, when monuments 
so brave 
Bore record of their old magnifi- 
cence. 
And on the sandy shore, beside the 

veuge 
Of oeean» here and there, a rock-hewn 
fane 
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Besisted in its s^engUi the surf wad 

T^at on their deep Ibundations beat in 
▼ain» 
In solitude the ancient temples stood, 
ikKe resonant with tnsfiruraent snd 

song. 
And solemn dance of festive multitude; 

Now as the weary ages pass along. 
Hearing- no voice save of the ocean 

flood. 
Which roars for ever on the restless 
shores; 

Or, viutrng their solitary caves. 
The lonely sound of winds, that moan 
around 
Accordant to the melancholy waves/' 

p- ie2» 

The picture is still finer, when La- 
durlad descends to the buried city; 
and evinces great power, both of 
fancy and of expression, though in- 
fected with many faults of taste and 
of manner. 

■ •* Those streets which never, since the 
days of yore. 
By human footstep had been visited; 
Those streets which never more 
A human foot shall tread, 
Ladurlad trod. In sunlight, and sea- 
green. 
The thousand palaces were seen 
Of that proud city, whose saperb 
abodes 
Seemed rear'd by giants for the immortal 
gods. 
How silent and how beautiful they 

stand, 
like things of nature! the eternal 
rocks 
Themselves not firmer. Neither hath 
the sand 
Drifted within their gates, and clioaked 

their doors. 
Nor slime defiled their pavements and 
their floors." 

«* And now his feet attain that royal 

fane 
AVhere Baly held of old his awful 
reign. 
What once had been the garden spread 

around. 
Fair garden, once which wore perpe- 
tual green. 
Where all sweet flowers through all the 
year were found, 
And all fair fruits were through all sea- 
sons seen." 

" It was a garden still beyond all 

price. 



Even yet it was a place of ptradlse; 
For where the mighty ocean could iiot 
spare. 
There had he, with his own creation. 
Sought to repair his work of devasta- 
tion. 

And here were coral bowers. 
And grots of madrepores. 
And banks of spung, as soft and fair to 
eye 
As e'er was mossy bed 
Whereon the wood-nymphs lie 
Their languid limbs in summer's sultry 
hours."— 

** And arborets of jointed stones were 

there. 
And plants of fibres fine, as silkworm's 
thread; 
Yea, beauUful as mermaid's golden 
hair 
Upon the waves dispread: 
Others that, like the broad batfana geew- 

Raised their long wrinkled leaves of pur- 
ple hue, 
Like streamers wide outflowing.'* 

•* The golden fountains had not ceased tb 
flow. 
And, where they mingled ^th the 

briny sea. 
There was a sight of wonder and de^ 
light. 
To see the fish, like birds in sur. 
Above Ladurlad flying. 
Round those strange waters they repair. 
Their scarlet fins outspread and plying. 
They float with gentle hovering there; 
And now upon those little wings. 
As if to dare forbidden things. 

With wilful purpose bent. 
Swift as an arrow from a bow 
They dash across, and to and fro. 
In rapid glance like lightning go 
Through that unwonted element." p. 
170—174.. 

The following description is in a 
very different style, though not less 
perfect in its kind. 

** Twas a fair scene wherein they stood, 
A green and sunny glade aiuid -the 

wood; 
And in the midst an ag^d banian grew. 
It was a goodly sight to see 
That venerable tree; 
Far over the lawn, irregularly spread. 
Fifty straight columns propt its lofty 
head; 
And many a long depending shoot. 
Seeking to strikte its root. 
Straight like a plummet, grew towards 
the groun(£ 
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Some on the lower boughs, which crost 
their way. 
Fixing their bearded fibres, round and 

round. 
With many a ring and wild contortion 

wound; 
Some to the passing wind at times, with 
sway 
Of gentle motion swung; 
Other^i of younger growth, unmov'd, were 

hung 
like stone-drops from thecavem's fretted 
height. 
Beneath was smooth and fair to sight. 
Nor weeds, nor briars, deformed the na- 
tural floor; 
And tbrmigh the leafy cope which bow- 
ered it o'er 
Came gleams of checkered light. 
So Kke a temple did it seem, that there 
A pious heart's first impulse would be 
prayer. 
Fed by perpetual springs, a small 

lagoon, 
Pellucid, deep, and still, in silence 
joined, 
And swelled the passing stream. Like 
burnished steel 
Glowing, it Uy beneath the eye of 
noon; 
And wlien the breezes, in their 
play, 
RofHed the duelling surface, then, 
with gleam 
Of sudden light around the lotus 
stem 
It rippled; and the sacred flowers that 

crown 
The lakelet with thehr roseate beauty, 

ride. 
In gentlest waving rocked, from side to 
side; 
And as the wind upheaves 
Their broad and buoyant weight, the glos- 
sy leaves, 
Flap on the twinkling waters, up and 

down." p. 133—5. 
The reader, perhaps, may now 
wish to see some of Mr. Southey's 
iiving characters; and we give them 
the picture of Kailyal's retreat in 
the forest, after her sojourn by the 
holy fount of the Ganges. 

" And duly here, to Marriataly's praise. 
The mfud, as with an angel's voice of song, 
Poured her melodious lays 
Upon the gales of even, 
And gliding in religious dance along. 
Moved, gmcefulas the dark-eyed nymphs 
of heaven, 
Such harmony to all her steps wap given. 



Thus ever, in her Other's doting eye, 

Kailyal performed the customary rite. 

He, patient of his burning pain the 

while. 
Beheld her, and Approved her pious toil 
** He, too, by day and night, and every 
hour. 
Paid to a higher Power his saerifiee^ 
An oflering, not of ghee, or fhiit, or 
rice, 
Flower«croflm, or bloodi but of a besrt 
subdued, 
A resolute unconqueved fortitude. 
An agony represt, a will reaigned** 
*^ Yea, all around was halbwed ! Danger* 
fear. 
Nor thought of evil ever entered here. 
A charm was on the Leopard when he 
came 
Within the circle of that mystick 
glade; 
Submiss he crouched before the hearenly 
maid. 
And offered to her touch his spepkled 

side; 
Or with arched back 6reot, and bending 
head. 
And eyes half closed ibr pleasure, would 
he stand, 
Courting the pressure of her gentle 
band. 

Trampling his path through wood and 
brake. 

And canes which crackling fall before 
his way, 

And tassel-grass, whose silvery feathers 
play 

O'ertopping the young trees. 
On comes the elephant, to slake 

His thirst at noon in yon pellucid springs, 

Lo ! from 'his trunk upturned, aloft he 
flings 
The grateful shower; and now 
Plucking the broad-leaved bough 

Of yonder plane, with waving motioa 
slow, 
Fanning the languid air. 
He moves it to an fro. 

But when that form of beauty meets his 
sight. 

The trunk its undulating motion stops. 

From his forgetful hold the plane- 
branch drops. 

Reverent he kneels, and Jifts his rational 
eyes 

To her as if in prayer; 

And when she pours her angel voice in 
song, 

Entranced he listens to the thrilling 
notes, 
Till his strong temples, bathed with sud- 
den dews. 
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Their fragrance of delight and love 
diflfugc." p. 136-9. 

Redundant and over minute as 
these descriptions undoubtedly are, 
it is impossible not to feel, that they 
arc conceived in the true spn-it, and 
expressed in the genuine language, 
of poetry. We must add a few spe- 
<:itnens of Mr. Southey's delmea- 
tions of character and affection. 

•« Hope, we have none, said Kailyal to her 
sire. 
Said she aright? and had the mortal 
maid 
No thoughts of heavenly aid. 
No secret hopes her inmost heart to 

move 
With longings of such deep and pure 
desire, ... 

As vestal maids, whose piety is love, 
' Feci in ^icir ecstacies, wten rapt 

above, , 

Their sowls unto their heavenly spouse 
aspire !^ ,. t 

Why else so often doth that search- 
ing eye 
Hoam through the scope of sky? 
Why if she sees a distant speck on 

bigh» 
Starts there tliat quick suffusion to her 

cheek? 
'Tis but the eagle, in his heavenly 
height; 
Beluctant to believe, she hears his 
cry, 
And marks his wheeling flight. 
Then languidly averts her mournful 

sight. 
Why ever else, at mom, that waking 

8*»gh» 
Because the lovely form no mor^ is 
nigh 
Which hath been present to her soul all 

night; .VI. 

And that injurious fear 
Which ever,a8itriseth, isreprest. 
Yet riseth still within her troubled 
breast, 
That she no more shall see the Glendo- 
veer!" p.Ul,U2. 

Her emotions, when defaced with 
leprosy by the wrath of Kehama, 
have a character of equal tender- 
ness and greater dignity. 

** This is a loathsome sight to human 

eye. 
Half-shrinking at herself, the maiden 

thought^ \ 



Will it be so to him ? O surely not! 

The immortal powers who see 
Through the poor ip-appings of naor- 

tality, 
Behold the' soul, the beautifij soul, 

within. 
Exempt from age and wasting malady^ 
And undeformed, while pure and free 

from sin. 
This b a loathsome sight to human. 

But not to eyes divme, 
Ereenia, son of heaven, oh not to thine !** 
p. 204, 205. 

There is something very sweet 
and touching in their meeting after 
this disaster. 

««*Thou seest lus poor revenge ! So having 

said. 
One look she glanced upon her leprous 

stain 

Indignantly, and shook 

Her head in calm disdain. 

O miud of soul divine ! 
And more than ever dear^ 
And more than ever mine. 
Replied the Glendoveer: 
He hath not i-ead, be sure, the mystick 
ways 
Of fate." p. 214, 215. 

We add but one other picture of 
her piety and filial devotion. 

** O thou whom we adore, 
O MarriaUly, thee do I emplore. 
The virgin cried; my goddess, pardon 
thou 
The unwilling wrong, that I no 
more. 
With dance and song,* 
Can do thy daily service, as of yore ! 
The flowers whiich last I wreathed around 
thy brow. 

Are withering there; and never 
now 
Shall I at eve adore thee. 
And swimming round with arms out- 
spread. 
Poise the full pitcher on my head. 
In dext'rous dance before thee; 
While underneath' the reedy shed, at 
rest 
, My father sate the evemng rites to view, 
And blest thy name— and blest 
His daughter too.*' p. 35, 34. 

<« And turning to the image, threw 
Her grateful arms ai'ound it, . . . It waf 
thou 
Who saved'st me from the stream' 
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My IVfarriatalyy it was thou! 
I had not else been here 
To share my father's curse. 
To suffer now, . . . and yet to thank tliee 
thus!" p. 32. 

And, again, when they are sent 
back from mount Meru, to wander 
on the earth— 

" Thus to her father spake the imploring 

maid: 
Oh ! by the love whidi we so long have 

born 
Each other, and shall never cease to bear... 
ph! by the sufferings we have shai-ed, • 
And must not cease to share — 
Onie boon I supplicate in this dread 
hour. 
One consolation in this hour of wo ! 
Thou hast it in thy power, refuse not 
thou 

The only comfort now 
That my poor heart can know. 

O dearest, dearest Kailyal ! with a-smile 

Of tenderness and sorrow, he replied, 

O best beloved, and to be loved the best. 

Most worthy, ... set thy duteous heart at 

rest. 
I know thy wish; and let what will betide. 

Ne'er will I leave thee wilfully again. 
My soul is strengtliened to endure its 

pain. 
Be thou, in all my wanderings, still my 
guide; 
Be thou, in all my sufftrings at lAy side.* 

The maiden, at those welcome words, 
imprest , 
A passionate kiss upon her father's 
cheek." p. 132, 133. 

We fear we have already extend- 
4^ those quotations to a length which 
our unpoetical readers will not easi- 
ly forgiyc; but we must add the fol- 
lowing passage, in which Mr. 
Southey throws all the brightness of 
original poetry upon the old classi- 
cal fiction of the souls of infants be- 
ing stationed in the outskirts of the 
Elysian world. 

^ " Innocent souls ! thus set so early 
free 
From sin and sorrow and mortality. 
Their i^potless spirits all creating 
love 
Received into its universal breast.. 
Yon blue serene above 
Was their domain; clouds pillowed them 
to rest; 
Vol. v. 3 I) 



The elements on them like nurses 
tended, 
And with their growth etherial substance 

blended., 
Less pui'e than tliese is that strange In- 
dij^n bird. 
Who never dips in earthly streams her 
bill. 
But, when tli6 sound of coming showers. 

is heard. 
Looks up, and from the clouds receives 

her fill. 
Less pure the footless fowl of heaven, that' 
never 
Rest upon earth, but on the wing for 
ever 
Hovering o'er bovvers, their fragrant food 
inhale. 
Drink the descendhig dew upon its way, 
And sleep aloft while floating on the 
gale." p. 222, 223. 

We here close our extracts, and 
take our leave of Mr. Southey. We 
wish we could entertain any tolera- 
ble hopes of converting him from 
the damnable heresies into which 
he has fallen, and to which, if he 
does not reform speedily, we fear 
his reputation will die a martyr. 
The great space we have allowed 
him to occupy, bbth now and on 
former occasions, proves sufficiently 
what importance we attach to his 
very errours, and what great things, 
we think, might be expected from 
him, if he could only be made to 
exert himself on the same side with 
those who have hitherto succeeded 
in commanding the admiration of 
the world. Tp those who care little 
for our opinions, the copious ex- 
tracts which we kare given,' will 
afford a safer ground of conclusion; 
and we conceive, that no reader of 
any taste or sensibility can peruse 
even those detatched fragncients, 
without feeling that Mr. Southey is 
gifted with powers of fancy and of 
expression beyond almost any indi- 
vidual of his age: and that in the 
expression of all the tender and 
amiable, and quiet affections, he has 
had but few rivals; either in past or 
in present time. These are rare and 
precious qualities; the intrinsick 
value "of which cannot be destroyed 
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by their combination with others of 
an opposite character, and to which 
we shall always be glad to do ho- 
mage in spite of any such combina- 
tion. But a childish taste, and an 
affected manner, though they cannot 
destroy genius, will infallibly de- 
prive it of its glory; and must be re- 



probated, therefore, with a severity 
proportioned to the mischief they 
occasion; a mischief that can only 
be measured by the greatness of tlie 
excellence they hide, and will al- 
ways be stated the highest by those 
to whom that excellence is dearest. 



FROM THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 



Remains of Nlthsdale and Galloway Song: with historical and traditional 'Notices rela- 
tive tcftbe Manners and Customs of the Peasantry. Now first published by R, H* 
Cromek, F. A. S. Ed. Editor of « Tlie Reliques of Robert Burns." 1 vol. 8vo. 1810. 



TO Mr. Cromek every lover of 
Scottish poetry is already deeply 
indebted for the industry and tajste 
with which he collected materials for 
an additional volume to the works of 
Robert Burns. Of that work our 
opinion has been given in our ele- 
venth volume, p. 135^:* but we are 
*now called upon to consider a pro- 
duction of a very different nature: 
a production which characterizes 
the modes of thought and feeling 
among the peasanUy of a sister 
kingdom, and which, in its compila- 
tion, reflects no common praise up- 
on the enthusiasm with which Mr. 
Cromek must have pursued his la- 
bour, and the judgment with which 
it is executed. 

The contents of this volume form 
•d subject more than usually inter- 
esting to the philosopher and the 
critick. They are not the matured 
efforts of labour, study, and learn- 
ing; they are not the offspring of 
vefmement, nor are they executed 
from any prescribed model: they are 
the simple, natural, and heart-warm 
effusions of rustick feeling: they de- 
scribe those passions which nature 
plants, nourishes, and expands: they 
have been written with no expecta- 
tions of renown; they have floated 
upon the breath of tradition: the 
vciy names of their authors are un- 



known: and just when the period 
had arrived that they would proba- 
bly have died with their pos^sessors, 
Mr. Cromek has arrested them in 
their fleeting progress, and has 
given them " a local habitation and 
a name." 

The inquiry which might lead to 
a satisfactory explanation of the 
causes, whether physical, moral, or 
political, that have concurred to 
give to the peasantry of Scotland 
that superiority of mind which could 
produce such exquisite poetry as is 
contained in this volume, would carry 
us into a discussion too prolix for 
the pages of our miscellany. We 
feel, however, all the importance of 
the topick, and wish that we had 
space to do it justice. As we cannot, 
however, let us pass to a considera- ' 
tion of the volume itself. 

The first thing that arrests our 
attention is an "Introduction" from 
the pen of Mr. Cromek, in which we 
find many very pertinent and judi- 
cious remarks upon the subject of 
Scottish poetry: a subject upon 
which he can scarcely feel more en- 
thusiasm than we do; but his enthu* 
siasm has led to enterprise: it has 
not been a vague and general feel- 
ing of the mind. The manners of 
the peasantry, also their supersti- 
tions, their customs, and their po- 



• See Select Reviews, vol. II. p. 10. 
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pillar prejudices, come in for a share 
of his attention. , 

The introductory paragraphs de- 
serve to be transcrili^ed. 

" The Scottish poets have raised a glo- 
rious Ikbrick of characteristick lyrick, 
the fairest, perhaps, any nation can boast. 
The foundations were laid by various un- 
known hands, and even of those who 
raised the superstructure few h»VC at- 
tained the honour of renown; but the 
whole has been refonned and completed 
by a man whose fame will be immortal 
as his genius was transcendant. The name 
of Robert Burns, let a Scotchman pro- 
nounce it with reverence and affection ! 
He produced tlie most simple and beauti- 
ful lyricks himself; he purified and washed 
from their olden stains many of the most 
exquime of past ages. He collected others 
with all the glowing enUiusiasm of an anti- 
quary, and with the keen eye of an exqui- 
site critick and poet. It was on these beau- 
tiful old ballads and songs that lUu*ns laid 
the foundation of his greatness. Theii* 
simplicity he copied; he equalled their 
humour, and excelled Uieir pathos. But 
tliat flame which they helped to rulse ab- 
sorbed them in its supcriour brightness; 
so tliat the more we investigate the 
sources from which he drew, the more our 
reverence for his genius is increased. 
"Whatever he transplanted grew up and 
flourished with a vigour unknown iR the 
parent soil; whatever he imitated sinks al- 
most into insignificance placed by the side 
of the imitation. He rolls along like a 
mighty river, in the contemplation of 
which the scattered streams tliat contri- 
bute to its gi'eatness arc forgotten. 

" It has been the work of the ^jresent 
collector to redeem some of those fine old 
ballads and sonjjs, overshadowed by the 
genius of Bitnis; such, especially, as have 
never before been published, and are 
floating in the breath of popular tradition. 

** Many of these are peculiar to certain 
districts of Scotland, and tracts of finely 
situated country. Deeply founded in the 
manners and customs of the pcasantrv, 
they keep hold of their minds, and pass 
from generation to generation by these lo- 
cal ties; their flashes of broad humour, 
their vivid description render them popu- 
lar; and their strong touches of native feel- 
ing and sensibility make a hastily impHfes- 
sion on the heart. 

" It is wortliy of rem,ark, that in no dis- 
trict of Kngland are to be found specimens 
of this simple and rustick poetry, 'ihe in- 
fluence of commerce has gradually alter- 



ed the character of the people: by creating 
new interests and new pursuits, it has 
weakened that strong attachment to the 
soil which gives interest to the localities 
of popular ballads, and has destroyed those 
cherished remembrances of former times 
which impart to a rude, an unpolished 
strain, all the pathos of the most laboured 
elegy. 

•* We may safely premise, that many 
of the ipost valuable traditional songs and 
ballads perished in those afflicting times 
of reformation and bloodshed which be- 
long to queen Mary, to Charles, and to 
James. A great change tlientook place in 
the Scottish character; the glowing vivaci- 
ty and lightsomeness of the Caledonian 
muses were quenched in the gloomy seve- 
rity of sour, fanatick enthusiasm, ar.d iroJi- 
featured bigotry. The profanity of the song 
was denounced from the pulpit, and the 
holy lips of Calvinism would not suffer 
pollution by its touch: dancing, to which 
it is nearly allied, was publickly rebuked^ 
attired in fornicator's sackclotb. The in- 
nocent simplicify and airiness of song 
gave way to holier emanations; to spiritu- 
alized ditties, and to the edifying cadence 
of religious, reforming cant. Such seems 
to h:ive been the state of song when Allan 
Ramsay arose. His beautiful collection re- 
kindled the smothered embers of lyrick 
poetry; but he could not redeem the lost 
treasures of past ages; nor rake from the 
ashes of the fallen religion tlie sacred re- 
licks of its songs. A few were redeemed; 
but they were trimmed anew, and laced 
with the golden thread of inetaphysicfc 
foppery, on;r the coarse and homely hod- 
dingruy of rural industry. Their naivete 
of feeliiig, their humour and amiable sim- 
plicity now gave way to the gilded and 
varnish.cd trappings ar^d tassclings of 
courtly refinement. 

" Scottish humour attempted to smear 
his thistles with the oil and balm of po- 
lite satire, till they lost their native pun- 
gency. Love was polished, and boardingj- 
fichooled, till the rough mipt-.stamp of 
nature was furbished off it. The pea- 
siintry, however, ])rescrved, in their tra- 
ditional songs and ballads, a f:nr portion 
of the spirit and rough nature of the old( n 
times. To the peasantry the Scotch ait- 
indebted for many of their most exqui- 
site compositions. Their judgment in 
the selection and preservation of song 
scarcely can be sufficiently appreciated :-- 
Jiurboiiy^a Bruce ; BUnclHarrys Sir Wil- 
liam Wallace ; Jioinsay^s originul works, 
and his Collection of Stnq-s ; J'W^vssot^ 
and Jfimis arc to l;c ^ouinl in evcrv Scu»- 
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tish hamlet, and in every hand. Aecom- 
panying' these, there are a multitude of 
songs, ballads, and fragments, which de- 
scend by tradition, and are early imprint- 
ed on every mind ; — 

*' Which spinners and the knitters in the 

sun. 
And the free maids, that wea^-e their 

thread with bones, 
Doiisetochantof." 
f 
Mt, Cromek next proceeds to in- 
vestigate some of the causes which 
may have led to the formation of that 
peculiar character among the pea- 
santry of Scotland, which has been 
so generally remarked. His argu« 
ments are commonly very appro- 
priate ; but, as he does not profess 
to go deeply into the question, there 
yet remains sufficient ground for a 
future inquirer. These causes he 
considers as declining, and with 
them the consequent peculiarity of 
manners. 

•' So great and rapid, indeed," says 
Mr. C. " has been the change, that in a 
tew years llie songs and ballads here 
selected would have been iiTccoverably 
forgotten. 

" The old cottars (the trysters of other 
year) are mostly dead in good old age ; 
and their children are pursuing the bus- 
tle of commerce frequently in foreign 
climates. The names of their bards have 
been sought after in vain ; they live only 
in song, where they have celebrated their 
social attachments. 

" It is affecting to think that poets, 
capable, perhaps, of the wild creations 
of Milton ; the bewitching landscapes 
and tenderness of Thomson ; the faith- 
ful nature of Ramsay ; or the sublimity, 
eloquent pathos, and humour of Burns ; 
it is affecting to think that they lie be- 
low the turf, and all that can now be 
redeemed from the oblivious wveck of 
their genius is a few solitary fragments 
of song ! But these remnants show the 
richness of the minds which produced 
them ; they impress us with a noble idea 
of peasant abilities, and a sacred reve- 
rence for their memory. 

" Such might have been tlie fate even 
of llobcrt Burns, had not a happy com- 
bination of adverse and fortunate cir- 
cumstances brought his works before the 
publick tribunal. Some stranger might, 
a short while hence, have been gathcr- 



ingi up the rmns of his mighty geniof , 
and wondering while he collected them 
in moniels from the remembrance of tra- 
dition ; nor need it be deemed extrava- 
gant to assert, that I9ithBdale and Gallo- 
way have, at some period of fifty years 
back, nourished, among their harvesting 
and their pastocal vaUeya, a rystick bard, 
who sang the loves and feelings of bis 
feHow-peasamts, and who bemoaned in 
undymg strains, the deplorable ravages 
of 1745, and, perhaips, abared in the ge- 
neral and desolating ruin." 

In stating the origin of this vo- 
lume, we shall prefer to use Mr. 
Cromek's own words :•—• 

« These ballads and songs are gleaned 
from among the peasantry of J^tffdak, 
and the skirta of Galloway, adjoining to 
it. They were never printed before, and 
are ripe in the sentiments and feelings of 
their forefathers, and often deticiously 
mixed witli their humonr. To those who 
wish to know how the peasantry think 
and feel, these JRematfu will be accepta- 
ble. They may be considered as so many 
unhewn altars raised to rural love, and 
local humour and opinion, by the genius 
of unlettered rusticity. 

" In works of compilation like the pre- 
sent, the labour of an editor, however 
severe, is least apparent, and as far as 
regards the publick, of very inferiour 
consideration. It may be proper, how- 
ever, to say a few words respecting the 
remarks which are interspersed through 
the present volume. 

•* It has been my purpose to avoid the 
mistake into which collectors are prone 
to fall, of heaping on their materials a 
mass of extraneous lumber in the shape 
of facts and dates, of minute discussions 
and conjectural emendations, equally per- 
plexing to themselves and to the reader. 
It is by no jneans a subject of boast that 
I have avoided this reproach, for, cir- 
cumstanced as I was, to have incurred 
it would have been unpardonable. 

** In the progress of this coDection, it 
was necessary to have personal inter- 
course with the peasantry, in whose tra- 
ditions these Remains were preserved. 
From a race of men so interesting, and 
so rich in orig^al character, volumes of 
curious and valuable remark might be 
gathered; hence, from access to amine 
so abundant, it ^Yas more a business of 
selection than of toil, to derive details 
which mi.G:ht establish what was doubt- 
ful, and illustrate what was obscure. At 
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tlie same time, these Remaina, by ex- 
hibiting masterly sketches of the popular 
genius which produced them, naturally 
excite a curiosity in readers of every 
taste, to behold tiie portrait more fully 
delineated. Presuming on the excite-, 
inent of this curiosity, I have ventured 
to describe, at some length, ^ the d4)me8«f 
tick manners, the rural occupations, the 
passions, the attachments, the prejudices* 
and the superstitions, > which' character- 
ize the peasantry of Nithsdale and Gal- 
loway. 

** These details were in part necessary 
to make the poetry understood, , and if 
they should have exceeded the bounds 
which a rigid critick might prescribe, 
they wUl not, it is hoped, be considered 
wholly irrelevant to the purpose I have 
had in view. 

" In point of style, tliey lay no claim 
to the praise of elegance or refinement ; 
&r, as they were <£ctated by strictly lo- 
cal observation, they wei-e written with 
a sole regard to fidelity and truth. Should 
the outline be found correct, the colour- 
ing vivid, and the whole likeness striking, 
it is a matter of very little moment that 
the picture appear unrecommended by 
the graces of laborious embellishment." 

Mr. Cromek has divided the baU 
lads into four classes, which he de- 
nominates Sentimental Ballads y Hu- 
morous Balladsy Jacobite Ballads^ 
and Old Ballads and Fragments* 
The first class has the most attrac- 
tions. It is in them that we find all 
those glowing touches of inspiration, 
which excite astonishment and de- 
light. The humorous ballads have 
their merit, and so have the jaco- 
bitical ones: but the sentimental 
have a merit which, in some re- 
spects, have never been surpassed 
by the wit of man. They have that 
strain of thought and sentiment 
which is derived immediately from 
nature herself: not the frigid echoes 
of former writers, but the warm 
and glowing language of the heart. 
There is a strong and marked origi- 
nality in all of them, which neces- 
sarily enhances their value. 

Not, however, to dwell any lon- 
ger upon general qualities, we shall 
proceed to make some extracts, and 
our first shall be of a short poem, 
but one most exquisitely finished : 



'< Ship's gane to dwalje^ in Hsavsst* 
lMth9daIe.'\ 

^* Historical notices on these songs are 
the most difiicult things to be procured 
imaginable. They are below the dignity 
of the historian, and traditioa has so fa« 
bled them that we dare scarcely trust 
her report We may justly say they are 
like wild.flower seeds scattered by the 
winds of heaven. Who can tell the ibo- 
ther which gathered them, or the wind 
which sowed them ? Th^ rise up only 
to flourish unseen, or to be trodden down 
and to wither. 

" This ballad is said to be written about 
the time of the reformation, on a daugh- 
ter of the Laird Maxwell, of Cowhill, on 
the^banks of the Nith, called by the pea- 
santry, < The lilie of Nithsdale.^ < ^e 
faded in }ier place,' at the ag« of nine- 
teen. 

She's gane to dwall in heaven, my lassieV 
* She's gane to dwall in heaven : 
Ye're owre pure, quo' the voice o* God, 
For dwalliDg out o' heaven ! 

what'l she do in heaven, my lassie ? . 

what'l she do in heaven ? 

Slie*ll mix her ain thoughts wi' aage|» 
sangs. 
An' make them mair meet for heavenu 

She was beloved by a'^ my lassie. 

She was beloved by a' ; 
But an angel fell in luve wi' her. 

An' took her frae us a'. 

Low there now lies my lassie. 

Low there now lies; 
A bonnier form n'er went to tbe yird,* 

Nor frae it will arise ! 

Fu* soon I'll follow thee, my lassie. 

Fa' soon I'll follow thee; 
Thou left me nought to covet ahin',' 

But took gudeness sel' wi' thee. 

1 looked on thy death-cold face, my lassie, 

1 looked on tliy death-cold face; 
Thou seemed a lilie new cut i' the bud. 

An' fading in its place. 

I looked on thy deatli-shut eye, my lassie, 
I looked on thy death-shut eye; 

An a lovelier light in the brow of heaven 
Fell time sliall ne'er destroy. 

Thy lips \vere ruddie and calm, my lassie. 
Thy lips were riiddie and calm; 

But gane was the holie breath o' heaven 
To sing the evening psalm. 



♦ Karth. 
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There's naught but dust now mine lassie. 
There's naught but dust now mine; . 

My saul's wi* Uiee i' the cauld grave. 
An' why should 1 stay behin'! 

** This ballad was copied from the reoi" 
tation of a young country girl. She observ" 
ed that it was a great favourite of her mo" 
ther's, but seldom sung, as its open fami" 
liarity with God made it too daring for 
presbyterian strictness. These elegiack 
verses, though in some instances they 
pass the bounds of the simple and natursd 
pathetick, express strongly the mingled 
feelings of grief and devotion which follow 
the loss of some beloved object. There 
are degrees of affliction corresponding 
with the degrees of our attachment and 
regard; and surely the most tender of at- 
tachments must be deplored by affliction 
the most poignant This may account for, 
and excuse those expressions in this song, 
which border on extravagance; but it 
must be confessed that the first stanza, 
with every allowance, is reprehensible 
from its open and dai'ing confidence in the 
l>eity. The rest are written in a strain of 
solemn and feeling eloquence, which must 
find an echo in every bosom. The effusion 
is somewhat too serious for a song: it has 
all the holiness of a psalm, and would 
suffer profanation by being set to a com- 
mon tune." 

Surely our readers will agree with 
us in affirming, that English poetry 
can scarcely boast any thing supe- 
riour to some of the above stanzas. 
The beautiful and affecting image 
in the concluding lines of the third 
stanza, the melancholy simplicity of 
the fourth, and the continued pathos 
of the sixth, seventh, and eighth, will 
justify the assertion. 

We cannot omit the follow stray 
verse which Mt*. Cromek picked up 
in the course of his search. It is a 
pious address of a mother to a 
daughter concerning her lover: 

" He disna tak the beuk 
Eon's the mair pitie ! 
He says nae j^race to his meat, 
• An' p;'raceless maun lie be: 
Wl»an lie's nae gratefu* to his God, 
He cunna be guid to thee." 

«' A noble sentiment," says the edi- 
tor," " which ought to be written in 
letters of gold." ' 



The next ballad with which wc 
shall treat our readers is the follow- 
ing: 

" THE LOVELY X«ASS OF PBESTON MILL. 

The lark had left the evening cloud. 

The dew fell saft, the wind was lowne,. 
Its gentle breath amang the flowers 

Scarce stirred the thistle's tap o' down; 
The dappled swallow left the pool. 

The stars were blinking ou^re the hill; 
As I met amang the hawUiom's green. 

The lovely lass of Preston Mill. 

Her naked feet amang the grsiss. 

Seemed like twa dew-gemmed lilies 
fair; 
Her brows shone comely *mang her locks 

Black curling owre her shoiithers bare; 
Her cheeks were rich wi* bloomy youth; 

Her lips were like a honey well. 
An* heaven seemed looking through her 
een. 

The lovely lass of Preston Mill. 

Quo' I, * Fair lass, will ye gang wi* me, 

Whare black cocks craw, and plovers 
cry? 
Sax hills are wooly wi* my sheep, 

Sax vales are lowing wi'myiye: 
I hae looked lang for a weel-faiuM lass, 

By Nithsdale's howmes an* monie a 
hiU;* 
She hung her head like a dew-bent rose. 

The lovely lass of Preston Mill. 

Quo* I * sweet maiden, look nae down. 
But gie*s a kiss, and gai wi* me:* 

A lovelier face, O ! never looked up. 
And the tears were drapping frae liet 
ee; , 

* I hae a lad, wha's far awa. 

That weel could win a woman's Will; 
My heart's already fu' o* love,* . 

Qiio* the lovely lass of Preston Mill. 

* O wha is he wha could leave sick a lass. 

To seek for love in a far countrie ? 
Her tears drapped down like simmerdew, 

1 fain wad hae kissed them frae her ee. 
I took but ane o' her comelie cheek; 

* For pity's sake, kind sir, be still ! 
My heart is fu' o' ither love. 

Quo' tlie lovely lass of Preston Mill. 

She strecked to heaven her twa while 
ban lis. 
And lifted up her watry ee; 

* Sue iang's my heart kens ought o' God, 

Or light is gladsome to my f;c; • 
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^\liile woods grow green, and burns rln 
clear. 

Till my last drap o' blood be still. 
My heart sail baud nae ither love, 

Quo* the loveljf lass of Preston Mill. 

* There*s comelie maids on Dee's wild 
banks. 
And Nith's romantick vale is fu'; 
By lanely 'Clouden's hermit stream, 

Dwalls monie a gentle dame, 1 trow ! 
O, they are lights o? a bonnie kind. 

As ever shone on vale or hill; 
But there's a light puts them a* out. 
The lovely lass of Preston Mill.'* 

Before we pass from the consider- 
ation of the sentimental ballads, we 
will extract one from the pen of 
Miss Hamilton, which is, we think> 
creditable to her poetical powers: 

"My ain fire-side. 

O, I hae seen great anes, and been in 
great ha*8, 

'Mang lords and 'mang ladies a* covered 
wi* braws; 

At feasts made for princes, wi* princes I've 
been, 

Wfaar the great $hine o' splendour has 
dazled ray een. 

But a sight sae delightfu' I trow I ne'er 
spied. 

As the bonnie blyth blink o' my ain fire- 
side. 
IVty aia fire-side, my ain fireside. 
Oh, cheering's the bling o* my ain fire- 
side ! 

Ance mair, Guid be thank it ! by my ain 

heartsome ingle, 
Wi* the friends o* my youtli I cordially 

mingle; 
^Nae form to compel me to seem wae or 

glad, 
I may laugh when I'm merry — and sigh 

when I*m sad. 
Kae fausehood to dreed, and nae malice 

to fear. 
But truth to delight me — and friendship 

to cheer. 
Of a* roads to happiness ever was tried, 
There's nane half sae sure as ane*s ain 

fireside, 
Ane's ain fire-side, ain's ain fire -side, 
Oh! happiness sits by ane's ain fire-side! 

When I draw in my stool on my cozie 

hearth-stanc. 
My heart loups sac light, I scarce ken't 
." for my ain; 



Care's flown on the winds— it's clean out 
o' sight. 

Past sorrows they seem but as dreams o' 
the night: 

I hear but kent voices— kent faces I see. 

And maiH^ fond affection glint saft frae 
ilkee. 

Nae fleechinga o* flattery— nae boastings 
- o* pride, 

'Tis heart speaks to heart, at ane's ain fire- 
side, . ' 

My ain fireside, my ain fire-side. 

Oh! there's nought to compare to my ain 
fire-side." 

We must observe, however, that 
tbis modern effusion is not equal to 
the one which precedes it, upon the 
same subject, entitled, '1 A weary 
body's blythc when the sun gangs 
down." 

We are afraid that in passing to 
the class of humorous ballads, we 
shall not so readily obtain the assent 
of our readers to those commenda- 
tions which we shall be prompted 
to bestow. To the mere English 
reader their humour will be lost: to 
relish them, a person must, at least, 
have familiarized himself with the 
dialect of North Britain by the dili- 
gent perusal of Scottish poems: but 
he who has resided for any time 
among the peasantry, who has had 
opportunities of observing their 
manners, noting their superstitions, 
and hearing their idiomatick phrases, 
accompanied with the expression 
of look and voice, he it is, who will 
most intensely feel and enjoy the 
broad but natural humour of these 
ballads. Some such there will doubt- 
less be among our readers, and 
therefore we will venture to extract 
from this division of the work. We 
may observe, indeed, that Mr. Cro- 
mek would have done well had he 
been more copious in his explana- 
tions of Scottish words and phrases; 
as he doubtless looks up to the 
English publick for some part of 
that praise which he has justly de- 
served. 

We will select one which is as 
likely to be generally relished as any: 
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*^OmiGiNAi. or BiTRKs's Carlb of Saysy helpi nutster, help! or she'll rain 

Kelly-Burn Brass. us a% 

An* the thyme it is withered, an' the 

There was aa auld man was hauding his rue is in prime. 

Plow, 

™j . an' the rue grows bonnie wi' thyme! The deil he came up wi' a good bnmstanc 

By came the Devil, says, * How do you do ?* rung. 

An' the thyme it is withered, an' the Hey ! an' the rue grows bounie wi' 

rue is in prime. thyme ! 

An' out at the door the auld caclin he 

It's neither your ox, oor your ass that I swung, 

crave, , . . An* the thyme it is withered, an' the 

Hey ! an' the rue grows bonme wi' ^ue is in prime. 

thyme ! 

But your auld scolding wife, man, and her He hynt up the carlin again on his back, 

I. maun have. Hey! an* the rue grows bonnie wi*^ 

An* the thyme it is withered, an* the thyme ! 

rue is in prime. An' awa fu* blythely he trudgtd wi' his 

. Go take h|r, go take her,' the auld carle ^ P^^|^^ ^^^ .^ .^ ^^^^^^^ ^. the 

He^! 'an' the rue grows bonnie wi' "*® ** ''' ^'^' 

_ „,^^® * u . 1 » .u * T> r • J He carried her owre an acre to two, 

Ye'U no keep her lang, an; Uiat I'm afraid, ^ , ^. ^j^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^.. 

An* the tiiyme it is withered, an* the -^ ^jiymg t ^ 

rue is in prime. Till he came to the auH man hauling his 

The Devil he mounted her on his back, ^ plow, . . . , 

Hey! an' the rue grows bonnie wi' An' the thyme it is withered, an' the rue 

thyme! is in prime. 

An' awa like a pedlar he trudged wi' his . , ^, , , , ^ , j 

^^ *^ ** An' ay as the auld carle ranted and sang. 

An' thetliyme it is withered, an' the ^^g' »"; ^^^ "•«« ^^^"^^ ^^^""i'^ ^' 

rue is i<i prime. ^ _ *^"y™® • i_. mi i_ 

'^ * In troth my auld spunkie yell no keep 

He carried her on till he came to hell's her lang;' — 

door. An' the thyme it is withered, an' the 

Hey ! an* the rue growa bonnie wi' rue is in prime. 

An' blS^^her gae in. fop a bitch an' a ' Gude marrow,' most sadljr, the auldcarl 

whore saia. 

An' the 'thyme it is withered, an' the ^"g^J^' *** ™^ ^^' ^""^ '''' 

^ ^ ' . < Yere bringing me back my auld wife I'm 

He placed her on his big arm chair, afraid; .... , . , 

Hey! an' the rue grows bonnie wi' -^ ^^ .^^V^^ ^^ " withered, an' the 

thyme ! rue is in prime. 

An' thousands o' Devils came roun' her to ,,^ j . . . , . ., 

g^jj^j.^ * I tryed her in spunks, and in cau'drons 

An* the thyme it is withered, an* the „^H^^^,^fl* , ^ 

rue is in prime. Hey! an' the rue grows bonme wf 

'^ thyme! 

But ay as they at the auld carlin played * An' the wale o' my brunatane wadna hae 

pouk, fry'd her. 

Hey! an' the rue grows bonnie wi' An' the thyme it is withered, an the 

thyme ! rue is in prime. 

She gied them a bann, an' she lent them , , , , . . 

a clout, ^ stapped her in the neuk o' my den, 

An' the thyme it is withered, an' the "^>' ' *^* ^^^ ^^^ ^^^"^^ bonnie .wi» 

rue is in prime. thyme ! 

'But the vera damn'd ran, when the 

A reekit we devil gloured owre the wa', carlin gaed ben,' 

Hey ! an' the rue grows bonnie wi' An* the thyme it is withered, an* #e 

tliyme ! rue is in prime. 
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• Sae here's a gude pose* for to keep her 

yoursel'. 
Hey! an' the me grows bonnie wi* 
thyme ! 

• She's nae fit for heaven, an' she'll ruin 

a' hell,' 
An* the thyme it is withered, an' the 
rue is in prime. 

**This original and strongly relieved 
song was retouched by Bums. Yet there 
is reason to believe he had not seen the 
whole of the verses which constitute the 
present copy, as it contains many charac- 
teristick traits, that his critical taste would 
have held sacred. 

" A truly ludicrous and witty vein of 
wedded strife enlivens many fragments of 
Scottish song: 

Souter Sawney had a wife, 
Souter Sawney had a wife, 
Souter Sawney had a wife. 

They ca'd her Meg the Randie: 
She suppit the butter off Sawney's brose. 
She suppit the butter off Sawney's brose. 
And wadset baith his sark an' hose. 

For burning sowps o* brandy. 



She rampit butt, she rambit ben, 
Wi' oock broo in a fry thing pan; 
It dreepe^ down Sawney's meezled shin, 
" jickold, didi scaudyou !' 
Dedie croon'd right lowne, 
dreeped a' his black beard 



L broo J 
ed dow 

LeA d 



«Hech!> 

The donnd 

Whyle ted 

down, 

* The Diel maun knuckle to yere tune. 
Or hell it winna baud you I' 

** The hbnest carle of KeVyhurn Braesy 
seems to have possessed all the patience 



of Sfmter Sa-wney; yet the Souter, though 
he * crooned right lo-wn^ before his unma- 
nageable shrew, would, at times, gratu- 
late himself in her absence, with a verse 
of 

« FAIRLY SHOT ON HER. 

O gin I were fairly shot on her, 
O gin I were fairly shot on her, 
Auld Satan wad lie neither side nor on top 

on her. 
But wad cowre in his cleugh, and sing — 

* fairly shot on her.' 

When I sing at the Beuk she will lilt like 

a starling, 
* Johnnie come kiss me, my Joe and my 

darling;' 
O gin the grass wad grow green on the 

top on her, 
I'd rin daft wi' joy were I fairly shot on 

her. 
Auld Clootie thous't had a han* i' th« 

getting her. 
Or she'd choked wi' the broo, whilk th^y 

took for to christen her. 
The lugs o' a tinkler, wad deave for to 

listen her, 
O gin I were fairly shot on her. 

" Did not his respect for the fair dames 
of Nithsdale and Galloway retrain the 
editor, he could present them With many- 
more lamentable fragments of hen-pecked 
ejaculation; but this sad remnant of the 
olden time, having now no modern parallel, 
it would be deemed invidious and uncha- 
ritable in him (conscious of owing so 
much to these ladies) to visit the sins of 
the mothers upon their daughters of the 
gentler generation." 



TO BE CONTINUED. 



FRO>f THE BRITISH CRITICK. 

Lettre au Comte Moira, General de sa Majestc Britannique, Colonel da 27eme Regi- 
ment, Conseiller Intime-f de sa Majeste, Gouvemeur de la Tour de Londres, &c. 
&c. sur les Espagnols, et sur Cadiz, par le Buron de Geramb, Major General au 
Service de sa Majesty Catholique Ferdinand VII. Mag^at de Hongi'ie, Chambellan 
actuel de sa Majeste 1' Empreur d' Autryche, &c. &c. Londres. 4to. pp. 72. 1810. 

THIS animated address to the panegyrick on the people of Spain, 

earl of Moira, the patron and friend couched in language abounding with 

of the meritorious or distressed of that imagery and metaphor, which 

every nation, consitutes a continued seems requisite to sustain elegant 

A* Posey or hoard of moneys a purseful of coin. ** He has a guid pose,' is an old expres- 
sion for riches. * A pose o' gowd,' occurs in an old song, wliich I do not at present 
recollect. 



t Conseiller Intime- 

VOL. V. 



-Privy Counsellor. 
3 E 
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French; but which, if equally ap- 
plied to an English prosaick com« 
position, would diminish its interest, 
and give ix a character of bombast 
and affectation, not meant however 
in reference to the work before us. 

The baron, in his usual vivid sxkd 
flowing style, feelingly laments, the 
fall of the House of Hapsburgh, 
broadly hinting at causes which are 
now but too apparent* He might 
have mentioned the reason of the 
loss of the battle of Wagram. Aus- 
tria was completely victorious up 
to that fatal period of the war. 
Buonaparte's situation, though in 
possession of Vienna, was extreme- 
ly perilous; and procrastination in 
the then state of Europe was the 
essential object in view. The pre- 
venting of the passage of the Da- 
nube would completely have effect- 
ed this. Instead of that, the French 
army was quietly allowed to pass 
over, and to appear the following 
morning drawn up in battle array, 
at' right angles to the left flank of 
the Austrian army, which was thus 
forced to change front, under every 
circumstance of disadvantage. It 
was attacked during a difficult and 
complicated movement, and neces- 
sarily defeated. The honour of cha- 
racters, deemed previously great in 
the cabinet and field, is deeply im- 
plicated in the event of that mys- 
terious passage of the Danube. The 
Austrians are still, in heart, at- 
tached to Britain; and therefore we 
earnestly wish to have the loss of 
the battle of Wagram accounted 
for, on grounds that will bear tac- 
tical investigation. 

The author, when he arrive*. at 
Cadiz, docs ample justice to the 
enthusiastic k patriotism pervading 
the people of Spain, whose exalted 
character and ardent spirit, strug- 
gling against the severest priva- 
tkins, myriads of disciplined ene- 
mies, and cruelty, misery, and op- 
pression in every shape, will stand 
high in future annals. In every work 
on Spanish aflairs, which we. have 



occasion to notice, the xniscQ9di|.ct 
of the various juntas of Spain, seem 
to form a prominent feature. A want 
of union, a ialse confidence, a lar 
menU^ble imbecility, jealousy, and 
not unfreqwently fialfiable treaafiUy 
are, one> or all of tb^^i^ established 
as incontrovertible iacts. The au- 
thor before us nqt only ascribes to 
them several of these qualities,' but 
calU oa them to account for trea- 
sures thfLt ought to have been £^p- 
plicable to the sup|K>rt of their ar? 
mies, instead of being absorbed by 
the prodigality and avarice of these 
inefficient juntas. These consider- 
ations naturally lead us to glance 
at the conduct of even the coriea^ 
and to ask how far they h9tve ful- 
filled the pubiick expectation, siiice 
the period of their assemblmg? Has 
any measure of energy or vigour 
emanated from their deliberations? 
Have they organized a steady and 
powerful system of defence, ade« 
quate to the exigencies of the coun- 
try? If we deduct the British and 
Portuguese forces, where are we to 
look for such armies as may be caU 
culated to repel the powerful ppp 
pressor of Spain ? It will probably 
be answered, give them time, and 
all this, and more, will be effected; 
they have nearly established the li- 
berty of the press; they will abolish 
the Inquisition. They cannot do less^ 
as the decree against it is the only 
laudable act of their most bitter 
enemy. 

Measures of military vigour and 
decision are what are immediately, 
wanted, and not empty declamation 
and idle disputations ^bout forms 
and ceremonies. The masterly ge- 
neralship of lord Wellington has 
saved Portugal, and diverted the 
first army of France from the con- 
quest of Spain. This array has beea 
forced to retreat without acconi- 
plisiung the avowed object of its 
advance.. No artful fabrications in 
the Moniteur, no control of the 
continental press, can hide from 
Europe the disgrace reflected on 
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the arms «f the tyhint by the re- 
treat of his armies. He is deeply 
sensible of the errour he has fallen 
into, by invading a country without 
forming magazines, and without du- 
ly appreciating the strength, power, 
and resources of his enemy. He feels 
his throne tottering uiider him by 
this grand failure iof what he deem- 
ed a decisive plan of campaign. His 
efforts next spring will be commen- 
surate with his danger. He is sen- 
sible that his armies, reduced by 
uncommon hardships and privations^ 
must rest on their arms till they 
are refitted and reenforced. He will 
studiously avoid all the rash errours 
of the campaign, which has co- 
vered him with confusion; and will 
appear, early in Sfiring^ at the head 
of at least 200,000 nien, and deem 
every other object minor to that of 
expelling the English fi-om the Pe- 
ninsula. His first attempt will be to 
occupy the south of Portugal. That 
secure, he will advance towards Lis- 
bon. The state of his affairs will im- 
pel him to make a daring and des- 
perate attack on the allied lines. We 
have no fear as to the result, after 
a prodigious loss on the part of the 
enemy. It may be readily seen, that 
the preservation of Europe, if not 
of the world, depends on the result 
of the greatest, most important, and 
most decisive campaign, which will 
appear on the records of history. 
Few will feel disposed to combat so 
evident a probability, or rather so 
apparent an event. Those who can, 
Under such circumstances, oppose 
the reenforcing of our armies almost 
to any extent, must be able at least 
to prove, that what is suggested, is 
equally unfounded and improbable. 
Let them, however, recollect, that 
facts before us in a thousand in- 
stances, and the character of the 
enemy we have to deal with, war* 
rant all that is advanced. The Cortes, 
it is hoped, will feel a lively impres- 
sion of the magnitude, dangers, and 
vast importance of the ensumg cam- 
paign, and be impelled to make 



adequate efforts. Thein. first care 
must be to provide for the safety of 
the south of Portugal, by strength* 
ening the garrisons and strong holds 
of the southern provinces; and by 
provisioning them, and principally 
Lisbon. As for Cadiz, it is in littl^ 
danger while Lisbon remains' safe. 
The Cortes would find it conducive 
to a happy result of the tremendous 
campaign before us, to establish 
light armies in the northwest and 
northeast of Spain, to threaten the 
rear of the French, to haaig on 
their flanks, and to cut off suppUes, 
To effect these purposes it will be 
necessary, without delay, to call out 
the population, between 16 and 50^ 
but above all to conciliate Ameri- 
ca, whicli is to furnish the sinews 
of war; for though that country 
must in time become independent, 
its pecuniary aid at present is a pri- 
mary object of consideration. We. 
deem it a duty to our country to 
throw out these hints; leaving it to 
those who may be more able, and 
better informed, duly to appreciate 
their value or utility. 

The baron de Geramb, with a 
view of exemplifying the generous^ 
virtuous, and exalted character of 
the Spanish nation, gives an account 
of an apparition, which those who ' 
have faith in ghosts, will perhaps 
credit; while otliers, with us, will 
ascribe the whole to the lively ima- 
gination of the author, impressed 
with the scenes of combined patri- 
otism and warfare in which he par- 
ticipated. It is, however, a curious 
tale ! 

The baron, accompanied by a pari- 
ty of Spanish ladies, went on board a 
ship of war in the harbour. Returning 
in the dusk of the evening, the sing- 
ing of the ladies was suddenly in- 
terrupted by a voice exclaiming in 
French — Save me ! help I help ! in 
the name of God save me 1 These 
cries became fainter and fainter, till 
they entirely died away. In vain did 
they steer their course in the direc- 
tion of tlie voice; all tlieir hopes of 
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saving some unfortunate beings, who 
must have fallen from one of the 
prison ships, proved ineffectual. 
We shall now give the baron's nar- 
ration of the Spanish apparition, ne- 
cessarily condensing the translation 
as much as possible. 

** Walking the following day on the 
strand, I observed a naked, dead body 
placed on a black board, having a lighted 
flamoeau on each side. Supposing this to 
be the body of tlie unfortunate person, 
whose distressing cries I had heard the pre- 
ceding day, 1 diiecteil the livid corpse to 
be covered, and gave those who were col- 
lecting money, a sum sufficient for defray- 
ing the expenses of interment. In the even- 
ing, a secret inquietude, an irresistible 
insdnct, attracted me again to the place, 
where in the morning I witnessed so 
shocking a spectacle. The beach was de- 
serted, the wind blew tempestuously, and 
the roaring of the waves was alone heard. 
Suddenly, there arose from the spot where 
the dead body had been placed, an airy 
phantom, devoid of any distinct form, and 
■wrapped up in ihe winding sheet of dark 
cloth which 1 had purchased in the morn- 
ing. This spectre moved, it advanced. 
Stalking sometimes with huge strides, and 
resembling a giant. It then assumed a 
round form, rising in a spiral direction, 
and describing circles diminishing in size, 
till it arrived at their common cenire, wlien 



illumined this abode of grief and of death, 
which, besides the dead body exposed to 
view, seemed to conceal others; as the 
earth in several places appeared to have 
been recently opened. I cannot find words 
to express the impi*ession made on my 
mind by this sorrowfid picture. The death- 
like silence; tlie accents of deep despair; 
the old man kneeling, witli his head incli- 
ned over the body, firmly grasped in his 
arms, while his hoary locks blended their 
colour witli that of the corpse; and in a 
dark corner, the very spectre originally 
seen, and still continuing to exhibit the 
same singularity of appearance, seeming' 
sometimes to rise to the arch of the ca- 
vern, and then to whirl spirally in tlie air; 
these united objects excited in my mind a 
sensation, not distinctly of horrour, or of 
terrour, but which participated of both, 
and kept me in a distressing; state of mind, 
and in painful suspense. At length, this 
apparition appeared to float in a luminous 
vapour, and I tliought I distinguished the 
pale, but interesting features of a young 
man, who undulated as if he had been 
rocked by the waves, the gentle mur- 
muring of which I imagined myself hear- 
ing at the moment. This part of the scene 
had in it nothing of a shocking descrip- 
tion; on the contrary, I felt as it were re- 
freshed by a cooling breeze; and experien- 
ced a pleasing emotion in beholding this 
shade, which seemed to balance itself in a 
silvery fluid, resembling the reflected rays 
of moon-light. At that moment, a soft and 
it again bounded off with velocity tore- ^ melodious voice was heard, chanting the 



sume a gigantick size at some distance. 
I at first supposed this appearance to be a 
mere vapour springing from the earth, or 
a cloud of dust to whicli the irregular ac- 
tion of the wind had given a fantastick 
form. But, arriving in tlie streets of Cadiz, 
I still perceived tiiis extraordinary appa- 
rition, accompanied with a rustling noise, 
like that of autumnal leaves rolling along 
the ground. The door of a house jiaving 
been suddenly thrown open with violence, 
the phantom, which I followed, rushed 
forward with the velocity of lightning; and 
hinkiiig, plunged into One of tlie under- 
ground apartments so common at Cadiz. 
Hollow groans issued from this species of 
cavern. I discovered the entrance that led 
into it; and what must have been my asto- 
nishment on perceiving there the dead 
body, which I had seen in the morning on 
tfie strand, and which 1 supposed inter- 
red ! Stretched on tlie livid corpse lay an 
ag-ed person, whom 1 must have deemed 
lifeless, if the deep sighs that escaped 
from his heavy heart did not indicate the 
contrary. A lamp, fixed to the wall, faintly 



psalms and prayers for the dead, and a 
young woman, clothed in shining, white 
garments, entered the apartment. She 
knelt, and without seeming to observe 
me, she continued her melancholy strains, 
which had the eflPect of gradually rouzing 
fj'om his lethargy the old man, stretched 
over the dead body. * Carlos ! Carlos !' 
exclaimed he in a mournful tone, his hol- 
low eyes becoming at the same instant ri- 
vetted on the vision Ihave been describing, 
and which he surveyed without any mark 
of surprise or emotion. On attentively exa- 
mining the appearance of the body he had 
held in his arms, his features assumed an 
expression, of contempt, and he bitterly 
gave vent to his feelings. * Thou art not 
Carlos ! this body which I snatched with 
difficulty from the waves is not, it seems, 
thine. Listen to me, Camilla !' continued 
he, taking hol^ of the hand of the young 
woman, * I sallied out, calling on the name 
of Carlos, in the dead of night. My voice 
mingled with the howling ^the tempest. 
I imagined that, loud as it raged, my cries 
wei^e heard far and wide on the main, and 
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that the guardian angel of my Carlos had 
triumphed over the fury of the ocean; and 
also that, by his powerful aid, the re- 
mains of my son would be deposited on 
the beach, to enable me to commit them 
to the tomjj; but, alas ! they are still the 
sport of the waves, and observe — observe 
hovy they torment him. . . . ." 

** The apparition, on this, became qui- 
escent, and the old man, turning towards 
me, on seeing that I sympathized in his 
sorrow, said; * I am satisfied that it is the 
good ang^l of Carlos that has directed 
your steps hither, to allay the sufferings 
of his aged father, Alas ! the French have 
assassinated my son; for, after taking him 
prisoner, they put him to death in. cold 
blood, without once asking him if lie had 
a father. They then stripped the body, and 
threw it into the sea. Ever since, his la- 
mentable waitings awake me in the middle 
of the night, calling on me to obtain the 
rights ofburial for my son. I then fl) to the 
shore, in expectation of finding the body 
cast up by the waves. I embrace, I carry 
off a dead body. Alas ! alas ! it is not his ! 
Thrice have I been cruelly deceived, and 
how often may 1 not again be deluded by 
despair ? How often, after pressing the 
remains of a stranger to my bosom, am I 
doomed to be undeceived by the bloody 
shade of Carlos, who has just appeared to 
me tossed about by the waves ?' On ob- 
serving Camilla weeping, as she listened 
to him, he directed his discourse to her. 
• My poor child, you weep because I weep, 
3'ou groan because 1 groan. You partici- 
pate in my sufferings; you respect my 
grief, you do not speak to me of your 
own sorrow; you do not tell me how bit- 
terly you lament the death of Carlos, thy 
destined husband; you hide from me the 
agonies of your broken heart, and even 
force a smile when the hand of death is 
on you, to sooth the dreadful transports 
of the grief which possesses me. Poor, 
imfortunate girl ! your decay is as rapid 
as mine; your youth declines with my 
advanced age, and, leaning on each other, 
we are both sinking into the silent tomb. 
Thy voice calls me back to life; its de- 
votional accents renovate my exhausted 
strength; it dispels the delusion which 
surrounds me; it banishes the phantoms 
which beset me; and when I listen to it, 
I seem to be blessed with heavenly vi- 
sions. O ! my child ! beings pure as thou 
art, administer unspeakable consolation; 
and their minds are made by divine Pro- 
vidence the depositories of an emanation 
of celestial goodness, intended to as- 
suage excessive grief, under which the 
human frame would otherv/ise sink.' The 



old man then made rKte a sign to follow 
him, and we quitted this dismal place, 
conducted by Camillas, . who gently led 
him away. We then entered an apanment 
hung round with white, and which had 
no other ornament than a portwdt sur- 
rounded with- white roses, and represent* 
ing a handsome young man, habited in 
tlie uniform of a captain of the Spanish 
army. The looks of the old man, wildly 
directed towards the picture, convinced 
me that it was the portrait of Carlos. Ca- 
milla threw down her eyes, being either 
unable to beai; the s^ht of these adored 
features^ or being restrained by bashful 
timidity from contemplating the image of 
an intended husband. 

" A venerable priest, who was praj'- 
ing fervently on our entrance, rose up 
hastily to salute the old man by the ap- 
pellation of brother. * Well, brother ! has 
it pleased the Almighty to hear our pray- 
ers V The old man sat down, remained 
immovable, and his vacant and fixed looks 
indicated the dark despair which had full 
possession of his heart. Camilla signified 
by a silent motion of her head, that the 
unfortunate object of their cares still re- 
mained without consolation. His features 
soon assumed the appearance of tranquil- 
lity, or rather of that stupor which suc- 
ceeds to violent fits of frantick grief, and 
to the wanderings of lost reason. He 
raised himself like an infant, who is at- 
tempting to walk. Camilla sprung forwawl 
to support him, and these two vvTetched 
beings, who by turns soothed each other's 
sorrows, quitted us with that inattention, 
which marks a mind oppressed by severi- 
ty of sufferings." 

As our limits will not admit us 
to give a translation of the explana- 
tory conversation which passed be- 
tween the baron and the priest, an 
abstract of it may prove sufficient. 
The holy father, on being informed 
of the appearance of the spectre, 
enters into a religious dissertation 
on the siibject, and is of opinion, 
that traditions, and some respecta- 
ble authorities, seem to favour the 
supposition of their occasional ap- 
pearance. He, however, leaves the 
subject exactly where he found it, 
involved in mystery and uncertain- 
ty. He informs the baron, that Don 
Carlos, a youth of promise and ac- 
complishments, became a captain 
in the armies of Spain; that he was 
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lDad# a prisoner in defendiiig a gttB> 
which the enemy endeavoured to 
get possession of; that the enemyi 
under an erroneous impression that 
some French prisoners had been 
put to death, inhumanly, as an act 
ef retaliation, mui*dered Carlos, and 
threw his body into the sea; and that 
his father receiving at the same in- 
stant a letter from his son, stating 
his brilliant career to military glo* 
ry, and another mentioning his death 
by a cruel execution, became, as 



described, inlmbdiateiy bereft of Idi 
senses beyond every hope of reco- 
very. 

The baron de Geramb seems to 
possess a talent for animated and 
flowery compositioi^; and he would 
render a service to the cause of ci- 
yilteed society were he to employ 
his pen in exciting the Cortes to 
exertions, imperiously demanded 
to meet the decisive campaign of 
1811. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITIC K. 



The Peacock at Home, and other Poems. By Mrs. Dorset. 12mo. pp. 126. Ss. 1809. 



OUR elegant little favourite, 
" the Peacock at Home," here pre- 
sented in a new edition, auctior et 
emendatiory would be truly welcome, 
/Were we entirely satisfied that all 
the alterations introduced by the 
author, are real improvements. Of 
this, however, in one or two instances, 
we will leave our readers to judge. 
The poem now begins thus: 

" When the Butterfly burst from her 
chrysalis state, 
And gave to the Insects a ball and a fete. 
When the Grasshopper's minstrelsy 

charmed every ear, 
And delighted the guests with his mirth 

and good cheerj 
The fame spread abroad of their revels 

and feasts. 
And excited the spleen of the birds and 

the beasts; 
For the gilded-winged Dragon-Fly made 

it his theme, 
And the Gaat blew hts bom as he danced 

in the beam; 
The Gossip, whose chirping beguiled the 

long night 
B}' the cottage fireside told the tale of 

delight; 
While suspending his labours, the Bee 

left his cell, 
To murmur applause in each blossom and 

bell. 
It was hummed by the Beetle; &c." 

The chief fault of all this is the 
loss of that air of ease and familiari- 



ty which graced the former exor- 
dium. The chrysalia^ though very 
instructive (perhaps) is a hard won^ 
fete is French; and the whole is too 
much spun out. The Dragon-Fiy 
makes no sound whatever, and, 
therefore, is ill introduced. The 
« Gossip*' should be changed for the 
Cricket, which is meant; and them 
no note would be required to ex- 
plain it. The peacock's harangue is 
enlarged, we think, without effect 
The change of begun into began^ in 
the introductory lines, was, indeed, 
required by grammar. « Cousin 
Turkey-Cock, well may you qitrver 
with passion," is a picturesque im- 
provement. The following lines are 



"Some bird of high rank should his 
talents exert 
In the general cause, and our honour as- 
sert. 
But the Eagle, while soaring through 

ether on high. 
Overlooks what is passing in our nether 

sky; 
The Swan calmly sails down the current 

of life. 
Without ruffling a pliime in the national 

strife; 
And the Ostrich, for birds who on iron 

are wont 
Their breakfast to make, can digest an 

affront." 
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This should be, fbr the ecoi&tmc- 
tion'B sake: 

And the Ostrich — a bird who on iron is 

wont 
His breakfast to make — can digest an 

aiFront. 

To the rest we do nol mudi ob- 
ject, except as making the spee«:h 
less abrupt and more elaborate. In 
some places, however, new ideas 
are neatly, and even happily intro* 



diiced; and, perhajis, the'wholc poem 
may be considered as improved, 
though certainly less than the au- 
thor intended. 

In the additional poems, which 
5aH& twenty in number, we see noi- 
thing that demands particular re* 
mark* Many of them turn on the 
peculiarities of animals, and are so 
far instructive for young persons.^ 
They are all short. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITIC K. 

Gastronomy; or, The Bon.Vivant*s Guide. A Poem in four Cantos. From the French 
of J. Berchoux. 4to. pp. 42. 58, 1810. 



THE original poem here trans- 
lated, is a kind of offspring of the 
jitmanac dea Gourmands^ and has 
been very favourably received in 
France. The translator has executed 
his work with spirit;' but in some 
-places he seems to have thought 
that the difference of manners would 
not allow of more than a kind of 
remote imitation. The following 
passage, which we will give in each 
language, is a proof of this asser- 
tion: 

** Que j'aime cependant I'admirable si- 
lence, 
Que'je voia observer, quand le rejjas com- 
mence ! 
Aljstenez-vous sourtout de ces discours 

bourgeois, 
Lieux-communs ennuyeux, r^p^t^s tant 

de fois : 
' Monsieur ne mange point; monsieur est 

il malade ? 
Peut-etre, trouvez-vous ce ragout un peu 

fkde ? 
J'avors recommand^s de le bien appri8ter: 
Celui-ci vaudra mieux; ah! daignez en 

goiJter, 
Ou vous m'oifenserez. La saison est in- 

grate. 
On ne sait que donner, messieurs; mai4 

je me fiatte. 
Que si j»ai quelque jour I'honneur de vous 

revoir, 
J'aurait tons les rooyens de vous mieux 

reccvoir." Chant. 2. p. 9, 



This passage is thus rendered in the 
English edition: 

" I'm pleased with the silence I've oflen 
observed, 
Prevail round the table when dinner is 

served; 
From commofi-place phrases with caution 

abstain. 
Nor apologies, equaUy vu)g^, retain; 
A blight in the air, or a sennant's neglect. 
Eke out a short course, with but little 

effect: 
And still worse is the cant—* Pray your 

dinner dpn*t spare, 
No wonder youfaat, on our coarse counti^ 

fare.' 
Be attentive and ready, but pressing avoids 
By officious civility, ease is destroyed.'f 

The account of the author being 
compelled to volunteer liis servicea 
in the army, during the revolution, 
is well rendered. , 



*-" Some seasons ago. 



When such horrours prevailed, as may we 

never know. 
By a barbarous tyrant expelled from my 

home. 
For a time in disguise I was fated to 

roam; " 
In the national ranks, then enlisted, 

through fear; 
Becoming, like others, a forced volunteer; 
Though, thank heaven, I ne^r fired it, a 

musket I bore. 
And a knapsack, containing the whole of 
. my stpr^; 
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Thus equipped, I set off; who^d not pity 

my plig-ht ? 
0*erwhelmed with regret, and half dying 

with fright; 
Farewell! lovely dinners, where flowed 
. wit and wine. 
And gay parties, emhellished by beauty 

divine ! 
Adieu FricandeauXf and perdrix aux 

chouxj 
With all the nice cooking, at home, that 

I knew." P, 32. 

If the translator had allowed the 
writer to be still a Frenchman, he 
would have avoided a little inconsis- 
tency in this passage, which we 



have concealed, by omitting the four 
first words. Altogether, however, 
the Gastronomy, makes a pleasant 
trifle, even in its English form. 

Berchoux is an author of talent, 
and some of his fi^gitive poems have 
considerable humour, particularly 
that beginning, "Qui me dclivra 
des Grecs et des Romans?" " Le 
Troubadour emigre^," is also plea- 
sant. The notes on his Gostronomie 
deserved in general to be translated, 
but the English translator has 
thought otlierwise. 



FROM THE BRITISH CRITICK. 



Wleland; or the Transformation: an American Tale. By C. B. Brown, author of Or- 
mond, or the Secret Witness. 3 vols. 12mo. 12*. 1811. 



THIS is one of the most extras- 
ordinary compositions of the kind 
which have of late come before us, 
and to which we certainly cannot de- 
ny the praise of ingenious contri- 
vance. They who delight in the 
marvellous, may here be gratified 
even to satiety. Yet amidst all the 
triumphs which are here recorded 
of artifice and fraud, over simplici- 
ty and innocence, it is made to ap- 
pear, that the sufferers had to 
blame themselves for an excess of 
credulity, and a want of proper re- 



flection on the consequences of their 
actions. This, we presume, is the 
moral which the writer intended to 
inculcate; but it is with so much in- 
tricacy enfolded in tales and inci- 
dents of wonder, that it requires 
great pains and patience to disen- 
tangle it. Many of the deceptions 
represented as practiced successful- 
ly on various unsuspecting objects 
of both sexes, are effected by ven- 
trilocution. We doubt, however, 
whetlier it could ever be carried to 
the extent which is here depictured. 
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MILITARY CATECHISM OF GENERAL SUVOROF. 



THE* following curious docu- 
ment is extracted from Dr. Clarke's 
Travels in Russia; it is a series of 
instructions drawn up by the cele- 
brated general Suvorof (or Suwar- 
row) for the use of the array under 
his command^ after the Turkish 
war, and was transmitted by order 
of the Russian government to every 
regiment in the service. The line 
is supposed to be drawn out, the 
soldiers resting their pieces, and the 
general inspecting and adc)ressing 
the troops; hence it is called 

A DISCOURSE UNDER THE TRIGGER. 

Heels close — ^knees straight. A 
soldier must stand like a dart!— -J 
see the fourth — the fifth I don't see ! 

A soldier's step is twenty eight 
inches — in wheeling, forty two.— . 
Keep your distance well ! 

Soldiers, join elbows in front ! 
first rank three steps from the se- 
cond — in marching, two I 

Give the drum room ! 

Keep your ball three days: — it 
may happen for a whole campaign, 
when lead* cannot he had ! 

Fire seldom, but fire sure ! 

Push hard with the bayonet ! — 
The Aa// will lose it9 way— the bay- 
onet never ! The ball is a fool — the 
bayonet a hero 



Stab oncfr! and off Vith Ac 
Turk fr<5m the bayonpt I Even when 
he's dead, you may ggpt % scratch 
from his sabre. 

If the sabre is near your neck, 
dodge back one step, and push on 
again. 

Stab the second !— stab the third! 
A hero will stab half a dozen. 

Be sure your ball's in your pxn I 

If three attack you, stab the first, 
fire on the second, and bayonet the 
third !— This seldom happe^ns. 

In the attack there's no time to. 
load again. 

When you fire, take aim at their 
guts; and fire about twenty balls.—- 
Buy lead from your economy i-^-^t 
costs little 1 

We fire sure— we lose not one 
ball in thirty. In the light artillery 
and heavy artillery, not one in ten. 

If you see the match upon a gun, 
run up to it instantly — the ball will 
fly over your head — The guns are 
yours — the people are yours ! Down 
with 'em, upon .the spotl pursue 
'em ! stab 'em! — To the remainder 
give quarter— ^it's a sin to kill 
without reason ; they are men like 
you. 

Die for the honour of the Vir- 
gin Mary— for your mother^-^fov 
all the royal family! The church 



Vol. v. 



♦ The Russian soldiers buy their own lead. 

f Tlie treasury of the mess. 

t The name given by the Russians to the empress. 

3.F 
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prays for those that die; and those 
who survive have honour and re- 
ward. 

Offend not the peaceable inhabi- 
tant 1-^he gives us meat and drink 
—the soldier is not a robbers- 
Booty is a holy thing i if you take 
a camp it b all your's i if you take 
a fortresS) it is all your'Si At 
Ismaelf besides other things, the 
soldiers shared gold and silver by 
handfuls} and so in other places; 
but, without order, never go to boo- 
ty! 

A battle in the field has three 
modes of atUck: 

1. On the Wkig 
Which is weakest. If a wing is 
covered by wood, it is nothing; a 
soldier will get through. Through a 
morass, it is more difhcult. Through 
a river you cannot run. All kind of 
mtrenchment you may jump over. 

%, The Attack in the Centre 
Is not profitable, except for cavalry, 
to cut them in pieces, or else they'll 
crush you. 

3. The Attack Behind 
Is very good. Only for a small 
corps to get round. Heavy battle in 
the field against regular troops. In 
squares, against Turks, and not in 
columns. It may happen against 
Turks, that a square of 500 men 
will be compelled to force its way 
through a troop of 6 or 7,000 with 
the help of small squares on the 
fiank. In such a ease, it will extend 
in a column; but tiil now we had no 
need of it. There are the God^for* 
getting^ windy, lightheaded French- 
men; if it should ever happen to us 
to march against them, we must beat 
them in' columns. 

The Battle, upon Jhtrenchments, in 
the Field. 

The ditch is not deep— the ram- 
part is not high— Down in the ditch I 
Jump over the wall ! work with your 
bayonet ! Stab I Drive I Take them 
prisoners 1 Be sure to cut off the 
cavalry, if any are at hand ! — At 
Prague, the infantry cut off the 
cavalry: and there were three fold, 



and more intrenchments, and a whole 
fortress; therefore we attacked in co- 
lumns. 

The Storm. 

Break down the fence I Throw 
wattles over the holes I Run as fast 
as you can I Jump over the pali- 
sades ! Cast your faggots (into the 
ditch). Leap into the ditch ! Lay on 
your ladders 1 Scour the columns I 
Fire at their heads! fly over the 
walls i Stab them on the ramparts I 
Draw out your line 1 Put a guard 
to the powder cellars I Open one of 
the gates I The cavalry will enter 
on the enemy! Turn his guns 
against him ! fire down the streets i 
Fire briskly! There'^s no timie to 
run after them ! When the order is 
given, enter the town! Kill every 
enemy in the streets 1 Let the caval- 
ry hack them ! Enter no. houses! 
Storm them in the open places where 
they are gathering. Take possesion 
of the open places ! Put a capital 
guard ! Instantly put piquets to the 
gates, to the powder-oeilars, add to 
the magaadnes! When the enemy 
has^ surf endered, give him quarter i 
When the inner w^l is occupied, go 
to plunder ! 

There arc three military talents: 
1. The Coufi dmL 

How to place a camp— How to 
"march— ^Where to attack--*to ehace 
and to beat the enemy. 
2. ^kinftne^a. 

The field artillery must march 
half, or a whole verst in front, on 
the rising ground, that it may net 
impede the march of the columns. 
When the column arrives, it will 
find its place again. Down hill, an<l 
on even ground, let it go in a trot. 
Soldiers march in files, or four 
abreast, on account of narrow roads, 
streets, narrow bridges, and narrow 
passes through marshy and swampy , 
places; and only when ready- for at- 
tack draw up in platoons, to shorten 
the rear. When you march four 
abreast, leave a space between the 
companies. Never slacken your 
pace. Walk on ! Play ! Sing your 
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i3ong»! Beat the 'drum I When you 
have broken off* ten versts, the first 
company cast off their load and lie 
down. After them, the second com- 
pany, and so forth, one after the other. 
But the first never wait for the rest i 
A line in columns will, on the march^ 
always draw out. At four abreast^ 
it will draw out one and a half more 
than its length. At two abreast, it 
VfiU draw out double. A line one 
verst in lengthwill draw out two;r 
two versts will draw out four; so 
the first companies would have to 
wait for the others half an hour to 
no purpose. After the first ten 
versts, an hour's rest. The first 
division that arrived (upon the com- 
ing up of the second) takes up its 
baggage, and moves forward ten 
or fifteen paces; and if it passes 
through defiles on the march, fif- 
teen or twenty paces. And in 
this manner, division after division 
that the hindmost may get rest. 
The second ten versts, another 
hour^s rest or, more. If the third 
distance is less than ten versts, 
halve it, and rest three quarter^ 
half, or a quarter of an hour, that 
the children^ may soon get to their 
kettles. So much for in&ntry. 

The cavalry marches before. 
They alight from their horses and 
rest a short time, and march niore 
than ten versts in one stage, that 
the horses may rest in the camp. 
The kettle-wagons add the tent- 
wagons go on before. When the 
brothers^ anive, the kettle is ready. 
The master of the mess instantly 
serves out the kettle. For break- 
fisist, four hours rest; and six or 
eight hour« at night, according as 
the road proves. When you draw 
near the enemy, the kettle-wi^ns 



remain with the tenUwttgons, and 
wood must be prepared for before- 
hand. 

By this manner of marchings sol- 
diers suffer no fatigue* The enemy 
does not expect us. He reckons us 
at least a himdred versts distant) 
and >vhen we come from fat, two 
hundred, or three hundred^ or more. 
We fall ail at once upon him, Uke 
9now on the head. His head- turns. 
Attack instantly with whatever ar** 
rives\; with what God sends. The 
cavalry instantly fall to work; hack 
and slash I stab and drive! Cut 
them offl Don't give them a mo- 
ment's rest! 

3. Eneri^y, 

One leg strengthens the other ! 
One hand fortifies the other! By 
firing many men are killed! The 
enemy has also hands; but he knows 
not the Russian bayonet ! (alluding 
to the Turks.) Draw out the line 
immediately; and iastantly attack 
^ith cold arms! (the bayonet.) If 
there is not time to draw out the 
line, attack, from the defile, the in- 
£uitry, with the bayonetf and tho 
cavalry will be at hand. If there he 
a defile for a verst, and cartridges 
over your head, tlte guns will be 
yours ! Commonly the cavalry makes 
the first attack, and the infantiy fol- 
lows. In general cavalry must at- 
tack like infantry, except in swam- 
py ground; and there they must 
lead their horses by the bridle. 
Cossacks will go through any thing. 
When the bat& is gained, the ca- 
valry pursue and hack the enemy> 
and the infantry are not to remain 
behind. In two files there is strength; 
in three files, strength and a halj.^ 
The first teai^; the second throws 



♦ This is a Russian mode of expressiem. To proceed ten versts, they ftiy. To breuk 
ttff ten. 

t CUldren and Br9thei'8, Appellations given by Sjivorof to bis troops. 

i Whatever arrives. Suyorof began the attack as sooxi as ilie colours arrived; even 
if he had but half a regiment advanced. 

J Strength and a half. A common mode of expression in Russia. Suvorof aimed at 
the style and, lung-uag^: of the common soldiers, which renders his composition often 
obscure. 
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down; and the third perfects the 
work. 

Rules for Diet. 
Have a dread of the hospital I 
German physick stinks from afar, is 
good for nothing, and rather hurt- 
ful. A Russian soldier is not used 
to it. Messmates, know where* to 
find roots, herbs, and pismires. A 
soldier is inestimable. Take care 
40f your hesdthl Scour the stomach 
when it is foul i Hunger is the best 
medicine! He who neglects his 
men, if an officer, arrest ; if a sub- 
officer, lashea ; and to the private, 
ktahes^ if he neglects himself. If 
loose bowels want food, at suni-set a 
little gruel and bread. For costive 
bowels, some purging plant in warm 
water, or the liquorice-root. Re- 
member, gentlemen, the field fihy^ 
nek of Doctor Bellyfiotakil* In hot 
fevers eat nothing, even for twelve 
days;t and drink your soldiers' 
quaB\\ that's a soldier's physick. In 
intermitting fevers, neither eat of 
drink. It's only a punishment for 
neglect, if health ensues. In hospi- 
tals, the first day the bed seems soft; 
the second, comes French soup; and 
the third, the brother is laid in his 
coffin, and they draw him away! 
One dies, and ten companions round 
him inhale his expiring breath. In 
camp the sick and feeble are kept 
in huts, and not in villages; there 
the air is purer. Even without an 
hospital, you must not stint your 
money for medicine, if it can be 
bought; nor even for other neces- 
saries. But all this is frivolous; we 



know how to preserve ourselves! 
Where one dies in an hundred with 
others, we lose not one in five hun- 
dred in the course of a month. For 
the healthy, drink^ air^ void food; for 
the sick, airy drinks VLudfood, /Bro- 
thers, the enemy trembles for you i 
But there is another enemy, greater 
than the hospital;, the d— mn'd T 
don't knovf^l From the half-confess- 
ing, the guessing, lying, deceit&l» 
the palavering equivocation, squea- 
mishness, and nonsense of don't 
knowy .many disasters originate* 
Stammering, hackering--'— ^^and so 
forth; it's shanieful to relate I A 
soldier should be sound, bravevfinn, 
decisive, true, honourable ! Pray to 
God ! from him comes • victory and 
miracles! God conducts us! God is 
our generaH For the I don't kmrn^ 
an officer is put in the guard; A 
stafT'Officer is served with an arrest 
at home. Instruction is light J Not 
instruction is darkness ! 2"he stfork 
fears its master I \\ If a peasant 
knows not how to plough, the corn 
will not grow! One wise man is 
worth three fools! and even three 
are little, give six ! and even six are 
littlet, give ten ! One clever fellow 
will beat them all — overthrow them 
-^— and take them prisoners! 

In the last campaign the enemy 
lost 75,000 well'counted m^i; per- 
haps not much less than 100,000. 
He fought desperately and artfully, 
and we lost not a full thousand**. 
There, brethren, you behold the 
effect of military instruction i Gen- 
tlemen officers, what a triumph ! 



* Professor Pallas supposed tliis to have been a manual of medicine, published for 
the use of tlie array, 

f liere he endeavours to counteract a Russian prejudice, tliat it is favourable to 
immoderate ealin,^ during' fevers. 

J A sour beverage, made of fermented flour and water. 

$Suvorof had so great an aversion to any person's saying I don't know, in answer 
to his questions, that he became almost mad with passion. His officers and soldiers 
were so well aware of this singularity, that they would hazard any answer instantly, 
accurate or not, ratlier than venture to incur his displeasure by professing ignorance. 

11 A Russian proverb. 

•jj" Here Suvorof is a little in his favourite character of the buffoon. He generally 
closed his harang-ues by endeavouring to excite laughter among his troops; and this 
mode of forming a climax is a peculiar characteristick of the conversation of the Rus- 
sian boors. In this manner; •* An(i not only of tlie boors, but tlie g-entry ! — and not only 
of the gentry, but the nobles !— and not only of the nobles, but the emperour !*\ 

•* A slight exaggeration of Suvorof s. 
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ON THE I4AND WINDS ON THE COAST OF COROMANDEL. BY W. ROX- 

BURGH, M. D. 



WITH respect ta * these land 
winds, it has been judiciously ob- 
served, that the siibject is deserv- 
edly ranked among the curious phe- 
nomena of nature, and merits the 
attention of the natural philosopher; 
but as the minds of Europeans who 
have visited these regions, have been 
occupied with pursuits veiy differ- 
ent from philosophick' research-, our 
acquaintance witfk these causes have 
hitherto been very imperfect. 

The land winds on the coast of 
Carothandel, says Dr. Roxburgh, are 
those hot winds which blow at a par- 
ticular seasc«i of the year and hour 
of the day, from the western hills, 
commonly called the Ghauts, to- 
wards the bay of Bengal. In the 
more inland countries, as above the 
Ghauts, they are not confined to 
any regularity, though they are 
felt sometimes with a great degree 
of severity, and for hours together. 

I understand also, that in the up- 
per parts of Bengal, they are some- 
times experienced very severely; 
but whether from the west or the 
northward, or in what part of tiie 
year, I have not been able to ascer- 
tain. As far as this only tends to 
prove the insufficiency of the deno- 
mination, it would signify little, al- 
though in other respects it would be 
of more moment. 

As they are generally supposed 
to be peculiar toi this country, and 
are felt during several months in 
the year, we should imagine their 
history and causes to have been per- 
fectly investigated and understood; 
but, I know not why, neither the one 
nor the other has as yet been satis- 
factorily explained. 

The most plausible reason gene- 
rally given for the great accumula- 
tion of heat in them, is the heat of 



the season in which they prevail, 
and the long tract of country over 
which they have to pass. That tliis, 
however, i& not the true cause, it 
shall be my endeavour to demon- 
strate; to which I will add an attempt 
to point out the most probable one, 
founded on known chyraical princi- 
ples. 

Respecting the theory I have to 
offer, I regret that it has found but 
few patrons in this country, whiGh, 
however, I flatter myself may be 
ascribed more to the manner in 
which it has been proposed, than to 
the foundation on which it is c<m^ 
structed. 

In order to facilitate the exjslana- 
tion of my sentiments, as well as to 
show that the land winds really de- 
serve some attention from the philo- 
sopher, I shftll briefly recount the 
phenomena accompanying their be- 
ginning and progress, as well as the 
etFects by which they are generally 
followed. 

Could my pen equal my sensa- 
tions, I should be able to paiot their 
effects in the most lively colours, 
aided by eight years experience in 
a countiy the most noted on the 
coast* for their intensity. 

The land wiiKis are preceded in 
the latter end of March, or in the 
beginning of April, by whirlwinds, 
which, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock at noon, hurry, in various di- 
rections, mostly from west to east, 
towards the sea. These are culled by 
the natives Peshashs or Devils, be* 
cause they sometimes do a little 
mischief to the lighter buildings. % 

A^out the same time, or a little 
after the appearance of the whirl- 
winds, we may observe all ranges of 
hills garnished as it were with 
clouds, iVhich become daily darker 



' SaraulcQtab, in the tiorthern Circars 
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and heavier^ until they discharge 
themselves with much thunder and 
lightning in a heavy shower of rain. 
After this marked phenomenon* the 
land winds set in immediately with 
all the violence of which they are 
ciqnble. 

Their commencement is general- 
ly in the latter end of ApriU or be- 
ginning of May 9 and their reign lasts 
to the earlier days of June^ duribg 
which period they generally exert 
their violence from ten or eleven 
o'clock in the morning, until about 
three or four o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

In this season the atmosphere is 
commonly hazy and thick, except 
that in the evenings and nights, the 
sky is serene and clear, provided th« 
land winds do not continue the whole 
day. 

The rising sun which portends^ a 
land wind day, appears of a fiery red, 
and as if involved in mist, which 
mist is ' changed afterwards into 
clouds that lie icavy on the Ghauts. 

The land-wind of each day is 
almost always pi^ceded by a long 
cabii, and immediately by a cloud 
of dust. 

Their diurnal violence is termi- 
nated along the Coast about two or 
three o'clock, by the setting in of 
the sea breeze, which wafts delight 
and htulth as far as its influence 
extends, w.hich is not more than 
ten or twelve miles inland. An abate- 
ment of their intensity from thence 
to the G hunts, is all that can be 
hoped for. 

The sea breeze regularly begins in 
the afternoon, at one or two o'clock, 
blowing pretty steadily until sunset, 
when it dies away gradually, and 
at sunrise it is again perceptible, 
though weakly. 

When I say its influence is only 
felt ten miles inland, I do not wish 
to be understood that it does not ex- 
tand further; I mean only its pow- 
erful refreshing properties, which 
it loses in propoiiion to the dis- 
tance from the sea, and in an in- 



verse ratio to its strength, which is 
not great In general, it arrives at 
thirty miles distance from the sea, 
in the evening, and is then only 
agreeable by the ventilation it effec- 
tuates. 

In the coantry abore the Ghauts, 
as in Mysore^ the east wind prevails 
also, in the afternoon, but from a 
period much earlier, or cotempora* 
neous with the sea breeze on the 
coast, which renders it clear that 
this inland breeze either does not 
extend further than to the Ghauts^ 
or really originates^ there; a point 
which deserves to be ascertained^ 
as another phenomenon depends 
upon this circumstanee. . *' 

Should the sea breeze fail, a^ 
sometimes happens, the land wind 
decreases gradually until it dies 
away in the beginning of the nighty 
which, on accmint oi its calnmessis 
dismal to a degree: next morning, a 
little motion of the airis again percep- 
tible, but at the usual time the wind 
sets in as strong and hot as the day 
before. Every thing we put our 
hands upon is then distresstiig to 
the touch, which must be the case 
when the temperature of the body 
is inferiour to that of the atmos- 
phere. This we experienced for al- 
most a forf^night in the year 1799, 
in the noribesn Circars, when the 
thermometer, at eight o'clock in the 
night, stood at 108<>, and at noon at 
1 12**. Shades, globes, tumblers, then 
very often crack and break to pices, 
and the wooden furniture warps and 
shiinks so much, that even the nails 
fall out of the doors and tables. Sec* 
In their greatest intensity, however, 
I have never seen the thermometer 
rise higher than 115<*, viz. in the 
coolest part of the house, though 
some say they have observed it at 
130°. 

The Ghauts, and the Jills at no 
great distance from them, are then 
seen lighted all night by spontane- 
ous fires, and often in a very pictu- 
resque manner. 

These illuminations appear, in 
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general, about the middle of the 
mountains, and seldom or never ex* 
tend to the top or bottom of them. 
They take place especially on those 
hills on which the bamboos grow 
very thick, which has probably led 
the natives to explain this phenome- 
non so rationally, by ascribing it to 
the friction of these bushea against 
each other. 

Lieutenant Kater, of his majes- 
ty's 12th regiment, thinks that the 
corky bark of the adermnthera fiava^ 
mnoy is often spontaneously inflamed, 
as he has frequently found, on his 
surveys, its bark converted intochar-p 
Goal, and several of these trees 
burnt down to the roots, although 
they were not in the vicinity of any 
other trees. 

. In Europe, I know these sponta- 
neous ignitions have been much dis- 
credited; and I doubt -not, but should 
these few sheets ever be published, 
many objections y/ill be raided 
against what I have related: but I 
have endeavoured to state facts only, 
which a luxuriant imagination might 
have painted in more striking co- 
lours, but I am sure not with more 
strict adherence to truth. 

The land winds are noticed for 
the diyness which they generally 
produce on the face of the country, 
as well as on that of the animal crea- 
tion. This sensation is particulaily 
felt in tlie eyelids, which become, 
in some measure, quite • stiff and 
painful. This is owing to the imme- 
diate volatilization of all hum ids 
that irrigate pi • organs, and which,*" 
in tliis particular one, probably 
gives rise to inflammations of the 



eyes, so frequent at this time of the 
year.* 

The continuance of this wind 
causes pains, in the bones, and' a 
general lassitude, in all that live; 
and in some, paralytick or hemiplec- 
tic affections. Its sudden approacb 
has, besides, the dreadful effect of 
destroying men and animals instant 
ta»fiously. 

It is very common to see lai^e 
kites or crows, as they fiy, drop 
down dead; and smaller birds I have 
known to die, or take refuge ia 
houses, in such numbers^ that a ve- 
ry numerous family has used no* 
thing else for their daily meaU than 
these victims of the inclemeaeir o£ 
the season and their inhospitaJtity. 
In populous places it is also not ve- 
ry uncommon to hear, that £bur or 
five peoplef have died in the streets 
in the course of a day, in conse- 
quence of being taken unprepared*' 
This happens especially at the first 
setting-in of those wmds. 

The natives use no other means 
of securing themselves against this 
wind, but shutting up their houses, 
and bathing in the morning and 
evening; Europeans cool it through 
wetted tats| made of straw or grass, 
sometimes of the roots of the wat- 
tle, wluch, wetted, exhale a plea- 
sant but faint smell. It will be in- 
credible to those tliat have never 
witnessed it, but tlie evaporaticm is- 
really so great, that several people 
must be kept constantly throwing 
water upon the tats (eight feet by 
four) in order to have the desired 
effect of cooling a small room. 

It would be scarcely necessary to 



* The eye-flies, so often supposed to occasion it, produce a transient and sharp 
pain in the eye, but never, I believe, a lasting' intlammatiort It is ffeneraily tlvought 
infectious, and may be so by the iuteiTorence of the eye-flies carrying the contagious 
matter from an aflected eye to a sound one. 

f Four people dropped down dead at Yanam, in the year 1797^ an hour after my 
^mval there from Ma«ulipatam: and at Samulcotah, four or five died the same day 
T)n the short road between that place and Peddapore: the number of inhabitanU of 
either of these places does not exceed, I believe, five thousand. 

i The frame of them is made of bamboos, in the form of tlie opening in the house 
to be tatted, let it be door or window, which is then covered with straw in the man- 
ner every one tliinks best suited to retain the water longest. 
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observe, if it were not in contradic- 
tion to publick opinion, that the cold 
produced is not a peculiar property 
of the wind, but depends upon the 
general principle, that all liquids 
passing into an aerifoim state, ab- 
sorb heat, and cause immediately 
around them a diminution of it, and 
consequently a relative coldness. 
On /the same principle depends also 
the cooling of wine and water, in 
the land-%vind seasons, the latter in 
light earthen vessels, which allow 
an oozing of the water through their 
pores, and the former in bottles, 
wrapped in a piece of cloth, or in 
straw, which must be constantly 
kept moistened. 

'^he great violence of these winds 
is at last terminated by frequent 
showers of rain, in June, in the low 
countries, and by the greater quan- 
tity of the regular rains falling in 
the inUmd countries, which seem to 
suspend tlie partial formation of 
clouds along the Ghauts, and to 
leave them clearer, and visible at 
a greater distance, than they had 
been at any other period of the year 
before. 

After the enumeration of so ma- 
ny disagreeable circumstances, I 
am naturally led to an investigation 
of the causes that produce them. 
Before this can be done, however, 
I must prove, according to promise, 
that the theory of our philosophers 
is founded in errour. 

They ascribe, as already observed, 
the extraordinary heat which dis- 
tinguishes these winds from most 
others, to the absorption of calorick, 
in their passage over an extensive 
tract of country, at a time when the 
sun acts most powerfully in our 
latitudes. 

According to this theory, the heat 
should increase in proportion to the* 
space over which this wind is to 
travel, it should be hotter on the 
coast, than it is at any part of the 



country inland, or, which is the 
same, it should decrease by degrees 
from the eastern to the western sea 
of the peninsula. Experience, how- 
ever, teaches us the reverse; for it 
is hottest near the Ghauts, and 
among the valleys between those 
ranges of hills, than at any place on 
the coast; and the heat o# those 
winds decreases also as they ap- 
proach the Bay of Bengal, and in a 
direct ratio from the Ghauts to the 
sea: accordingly, it is at Ambore 
hotter than at Vellore, and at this 
place again than at Arcot, Conje- 
veram, and Madras, where the land- 
winds are seldom felt with any de- 
gree of severity. 

Time is another measure appli- 
cable to the acquisition of heat, as 
it increases to the greatest pitch 
which a body is capable of receiv- 
ing in proportion to its continuance: 
the land-winds should therefore be 
cooler when they set in at ten or 
eleven o'clock, and, hottest at their 
termination in the afternoon; they 
should be so at least at noon, when 
the sun is nearly vertical, and has 
the greatest influence on the sub- 
stances from which heat is to be 
attracted. The contrary, however, 
comes nearest to the truth; for it is 
known that these winds set in with 
their greatest violence and heat at 
once, which rather abate, than in- 
crease, as might be expected. 

We should, on this principle, fur- 
ther suppose the heat would in- 
crease gradually with the retura of 
tlie sun to our latitwdes, from its 
southern declination, and stand al- 
ways in proportion to its position. 
We find, however, tliat experience 
also contradicts this point of the 
theory under discussion; for after 
the sun has passed our zenith,* the 
land-winds set in at once with all 
their intensity, in the manner be- 
fore described, and they cease as 
abruptly before its return again.t 



' ♦ The sun is in the zenith at Madras about the 26th of April, 
t The sun Is again in our zenith on its southern declination about the 19th August. 
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A material change ki the tempe- 
Kiture of this climate is certainly^ 
effected by the approach of the sun 
from the south; but thtf heat which 
is thus caused, and which increases 
by imperceptible degrees, is never 
so great, and is tmly felt by those 
who expose jthemselve^ to it un* 
protected; for the air remains pro- 
portionally cool, and our houses af- 
ford, in this season, a pleassmt re- 
treats We find it far otherwise in a 
land-wind; for this penetrates our 
inmost recesses, and renders life 
miserable every where. 

1 have before observed, that winds 
equally hot with those of periodical 
duration, are felt in all parts of the 
country, and at different seasons; 
a circumstance alone sufficient, if 
proved, to overthrow the ground- 
work of the bid theory* 

For a confirmation of this, I will 
appeal to the general observation, 
that immediately before a long rain 
the weather is sultry, and that a sin- 
gle shower is always preceded by 
a warm, disagreeable wind. 

We are very particularly remind- 
ed of the approaching great mon- 
soon in October, by the oppressive 
heat we have in the calm evenings 
if that month, which, I am persuad- 
ed) would equal that of the land- 
winds in May, if the atmosphere 
were not cooled in the latter part 
of the night by breezes that have 
wafted over extensive inundated 
plains. 

I can refer, secondly, to my me- 
teorological journal, According to 
which, the 4th of June, 1800, at 
Madavaram, a place not far from 
Ben galore, the thermometer rose 
for a short time to 104® just before 
a slight shower of rain, and at a 
time when heavy clouds darkened 
the western hemisphere. 

Further, in the months of March 
and April, 1804, we had often at 
Bengalore, in the afternoons, strong 
gusts of wind from the eastward, 
which, in common, were styled land- 

VoL. V. .30 



winds, and were really as hot and 
disagreeable as moderate land-winds 
are in the Camatiek. I could have 
multiplied insU^ces of this kind, 
but am of ojHnion that in a fact so 
much known, it would be perfectly 
needless. 

The last refuge of the defenders 
of this theory, is the valleys of the 
Ghauts, in which they pretend the 
heat is generated by the concen- 
trated and reflected rays of the sun. 

I will not deny biit the heat oc- 
casioned by these causes, may con- 
tribute much to raise the heat of 
the land-winds; but the sudden ap-> 
pearance of the lattery their usual 
strength, and abrupt disappearance, 
all militate against that explanation 
as a principal cause. 

The heat of these winds should 
in this case, to say a few words 
more on the preceding subject, de- 
crease regularly, from the point 
where it is greatest towards the 
opposite, on both sides, as is the 
case on the coast of Coromandel. 
On the contrary, we find that, im- 
mediately on our having ascended 
the Ghauts, or on the top of hills 
elevated above the clouds, we have 
escaped their heat all at once. It is 
hereby remarkable, that the direc- 
tion of the wind, remains to ap- 
pearance nearly the same eveiy 
where. In Mysore, for example, the . 
wind is, in the land-wind season^ 
west during the greater part of the 
day; in the afternoon it is from the 
east, and commonly warmer than 
the former. 

This, together with what had been 
said before, will, I hope, be thought 
sufficient to establish my opinion 
relative to what cannot be the cause 
of the heat in the land-winds. 

It remains now to point out a 
theory supported on a firmer basis, 
which I shall endeavour to do ia 
the following pag;es. It is founded 
on a chymical principle, and will 
explain, I think, the heat of these 
winds in»a satisfactory nuanij^r. 
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The pfiacsple itself nueds n9 d«^ 
saonairattoii) as it is admitted as a 
general law; m, that << all bodies, 
when they become more dense^ suf- 
fer heat to escape; or^ what is the 
•ame, they give out heat." For e^ 
am^e, when gases or aiiiuform sub* 
stances become vapours, theydis* 
eharge as much heat aa was ne- 
cessary to keep them in their for- 
mer gaseous states farther, vapours 
m condensing into fluids, are knoyirn 
tf>da the same^ as also fluids ac- 
quiring solktity. 

I am; sorry thai: -the quantity of 
heat set free in the condensation of 
vapours required for « pound of 
w^tor, has escaped my memory; 
but I recollect it was very consif 
decabie. We know, however, that a 
gs*eat iieSi of it is required for the 
evaporation of the same measure, 
and it is but reasonable to admit 
that the same quantity with which 
it has combined should be dis- 
charged on its returning to its for- 
iiier state of fluidity. < 

. In order to apply this principle to 
explain the presence of heat in our 
}and-winds, I must first observe, that 
the atmosphere in January, Februa- 
ry, and March, is perfectly clear 
apd serene; and then I will call to 
mind what has been said of the 
phenomena of those winds, that 
. they are preceded by ctouds on and 
,among the Ghauts, and that a hea- 
vy $hower of rain from that quarter 
Announces their arrival; that during 
their continuance. Clouds are ob- 
served to lie on the' Ghaut6; and that 
the atmosphere, even in the low 
country, is hazy and thick. I must 
add also, that the countries West of 
the Ghauts are at this season fre- 
quently visited by heavy showet^s of 
rain, accompanied with much thun- 
.der and lightning, and sometimes 
with hail. Here, in the Mysore coun- 
try, I havie found the heaviest show- 
ers of this kind to come from the 
northwest, which is exactly in the 
direction of the countries remark- 



able £or the great heat of the lancl- 
winds in this season. At times, we 
have also showers from the east and 
southeast, and my attention shall 
not be wanting to ascertain whether 
it is not at the time when the landr 
winds Uow hottest m the Caroatlck. 
By this we see, that the clouds 
formed oathe Ghauts, charged with 
water and electricity (by.c^use^ 1 
am not * now to investigate) are 
drawn to the westward, whilst the 
heat, which, during the formation of 
these clouds, must necessarily be 
discharged, is carried to the east, or 
to the lower parts of the coast, and 
causes the properties for which the 
land-winds are so remarkable. 

I have acknowledged already, that 
the heat occasioned by the power of 
the sun in this season, contributes 
to the aggregate of it in the wind^ 
but I must observe also, that it acts 
only as a secondary cau&e, and pas- 
sively, by preventing its absorption 
and diminution in the career over a 
variety of substances, particularly 
moisture, with which it would com- 
bine, if they had not been previously 
removed df incapacitated. 

In colder climates, this absorption 
takes place in a greater degree, as 
substances are abundant with which 
the heat produced by the foi*mation 
of rain can combine and become im- 
perceptible. It is, however, there 
also often remarked, that the heat of 
the sun in a cloudy day is more pow- 
erful than at any other timci In com- 
mon this is ascribed to the reflection 
of the rays of the sun from the clouds; 
but I opine it is often the conse- 
quence of the formation of water in 
the clouds, which obscure the sky 
at that moment. 

It has been observed, that the 
heat of the land-winds is not felt 
on the top of high hills, or on plains 
of a very inconsiderable perpendi- 
cular height above those in which 
it rages most violently; as, for ex- 
ample, in My^oi'e near the Ghauts, 
Ayhich is' only about five hundred 
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feet higher than the valleys ifhtne* 
diately below. This niight be con* 
sidered a weighty objection against 
tny theory; as heat, considered in 
the light of an clastlck* flnid, ex- 
pands equally on all sides; and, from 
whatever cause it proceeds, It should 
be supposed to extend even fuithe# 
^here it meets with less resistance) 
as from the air in higher regions, 
which is known to be lighter and 
more penetraWe than near the 
earth. 

But the^reverse takes place; for 
almost Immediately above the clouds 
no other heat is perceptible than 
what might be owing to the nature 
of the climate. 

This circumstance may be ac- 
counted for by the diminished den- 
sity of the air in the lower parts of 
the country^ produced by the heat 
oi the seasop, which would natural- 



ry CBii^ i^e whid to miji thitker, 
with all^iti? contents, and with gv^ti 
ev im|)ettaGisiiy. The eocflnets of 
the atmOBphi^re on' eletated sit«iiai- 
tlbns may be ascribed also ta thd 
evaporation of the uppermost 8tra» 
ta c^ the clouds, which accompanjr 
the land-wiflds. 

Many apgumentsl have dispensed 
with, which might Jhave v,be6ii-^t># 
duced to elucidate ami to establish 
my theory, as they were chieAy «ach 
as could be boUected from^ simple 
inference, and from nfirmati^e apP- 
plication of doctrines advioiced be- 
fore. • : . . : 

I will only add, that both die |i« 
rocco and samiel may be: owing to 
similar causes as those which &p^ 
pear to be productive of the perni- 
cious, or rather disagreeable, eifectd 
of our land-winds. 



CURSORY INFORMATION ON THE SUBJECT OP CERVANTES AND DON 

QUIXOTE. 



SO little is really known of the 
biography of Cervantes, that those 
Spaniards who design to do him 
hbnour by learning the particulars 
of the life of a man whose writings 
have had so great an efiTect on their 
own country, and have so greatly 
amused all papts of the world, know 
not by what means to procui^e coni- 
plete memoirs of him. Of the incir 
dents authenticated, the following is 
a part. The accuracy with which his 
work has been investigated^ the ve- 
nial failures of memory detected in 
it, and the account obtained of the 
property of its author, are so many 
proofs of Spanish zeal and industry, 
in behalf of the literature of their 
country. They will, thei^efore* be 
found interesting by British readers, 



as well from that cause as from the 
curiosity of their cont^enlSrv^^ 

In the first page of the HUtory 
of Don Quixote, it is said that on 
Saturday the Don's dinneV consisted 
of dnelos y guebrantos, Shelton {^the 
first EngUsh translator] calls it coU 
iofis and eggs: all the other transla- 
tors say, griefs and groans} gripes 
and. grumblings: Pellicer has thus 
explained the mezoiing in a note. ' 

" It was customary in some parts 
of la Mancha for the shepherds to 
convey to their masters' houses, the 
carcases of the sheep or cattle which 
had died during the week. After 
taking out the bones^ the flesh was 
salted ancl preserved for culijiary use: 
and broth \)^as made of the broken 
bones. In aHusion to the painful re- 
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collettioii'of tiie loM of psrt Df tinear 
flocks, the sorrow it tvctiaskmedf 
and the breaking ol the hemes, such 
food was csdled duflM y que6rtpU09^ 
MorrQilf9 ami brtukinga'* 

The books which hare httn 
printed in Spain during the^e last 
forty years, both in verse &nd ptoses 
have constantly the inark of interro- 
gation reversed before a (piestion^ 
and also at tiie end, in the usual 
way. 

M^ de Fiorian has suited his 
tra^islation to the present French 
taete. He says he is eenvinced that 
Cervantes composed the first part 
of Don' Quixote, at a single cast 
[d*un seul jet] or as the Italians say, 
iy the first inteniicm^ without even 
giving himself the trouble of revi* 
•ing his manuscript, as is evident 
from the number of anachronisms. 

The duration of the history of 
Don Quixote, is thus computed by 
Senor Rios in the three splendid 
editions made of that history, under 
the direction of the Royal Academy 
at Madrid, published in four large 
quarto volumes, 1780, in 4 vols. 8vo. 
IfS^, and in 6 smaller Svo. volumes 
in ITSf, with 36 copper-plates and 
a map of Spain on which is traced 
the route of the Don, specifying 
whete every one of the adventures 
is supposed to have happened. 

The first edition of Don Quixote 
was in 1605, and as we are to ima- 
gine Cervantes described the man- 
ners of his own times, we shall, 
from the text, state the following 
computation. 

1604. July 28, he sallies 

forth and return?, the d^ay 

after, - - - ' 2 days 
He remains at home - 18 d6. 
His second excursion from 

.August 17th to Septesm- 

ber 2d - - - . 17 do. 
He returns home and stays 3 1 do. 
The third sally began on 

the third of October and 



. eontiiificd to the 99tli 
December - - 87 days^ 
He retMSned home^ fell ill 
ncKtday^ and on the .8th 
of January, 160$, he died 10 do. ' 



165 days . 
or five motirths -and twelve days. 

But although Cervantes intended: 
that the thi|*d and last sally should 
be interwoven with the two first, and 
without any further interval thau^ 
the above stated months, it, not- 
withstanding, appears from the con- 
text of the history thsA no less than 
ten years intervened: supposing the 
hero contemporkry with several 
events in the year 1614. Such as the 
expulsion of the Moors; the adven- 
tures of Roque Guinart; the date of 
Sancho's letter to his wife from the 
duke's castle, July 20, 1614; the sa« 
tyrical remarks on the second part 
published in the< same month and 
year by Avellaneda, and the age of 
the housekeeper which in the first 
chapter is stated to be above forty, 
and in the last chapter but one more 
than fifty. 

The principal purpose of the his- 
tory of Don Quixote, was, as Cer- 
vantes himself tells us in his pro- 
logue to the first part, « to invali- 
date the authority and favour iii 
which the world, and especially the 
vulgar, held books of chivalry,* 
which delicate method of ridicule, 
happily became effectual, according 
to that wise sentence of Horace: 

Hidiculem acri 

Fortius et meUus ma^as plei*iiimqae se- 
cat res, Lib.JLSat. X i 

** Ridicule often decides matters of im- 
portance more effectually and better than 
severity." ' 

Cervantes wa9 redeemed firom 
slavery at Algiers in the year 1580, 
for 500 gold crowns [112/.1 p«a'tty 
supplied by his mother, andsiatev, 
Und complete.d by the brothers of the 
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order of Holf Trioitjry two of wliom 
v^M pi^rposely to Algiers to ransom 
one hundred and eightjF five c»iptives>. 
among the list of whom was mention- 
ed| «< Miguel de Cervantes^^ao years 
ofage^ native of Alcalk de Henares.*' 
AftCfr his return from captivity, 
he found lumself nearly in the con- 
dition of Horace after the battle of 
PhilipjH, destitute of every thing, 
and obliged to write verses and. 
compose comedies, which he sold 
for his maintenance. 

paupertas impulit audax 

Ut versus facerem. 

Epist. 2. Lib. II. 

" Imperiou^'poTerty urged me on, to write 
veraea.'* 

He wrote between twenty and 
thirty comedies, which were sold at 
800 reals each [which, at 90 reals to 
\L sterling, is less than 9/.] 

In 1584, he married Dona Catalina 
de Salassar, who brought him a for- 
tune of near 00/. sterling [adequate to 
150/. or. 200/. at present] which, ac* 
cording to the inventory, consisted 
of a vineyard, a garden, and a plan- 
t£itlon of olive and almond trees, es- 
timated at 37/. and the remainder, 
of household furniture; and the fol* 
lowing articles, which we insert as 
matters of curiosity; 

Four bee-hives - - 19 8 

Five pounds of wax - 4 
Six bushels of flower - 14 
One bushel of wheat - 1 9 
45 hens and chickens, 1 cock 9 9 
An alabaster image of our ? o ^ 

Lady with the child Jesus J 
An. oil picture in a frame 5 ^ 

of ditto ^35 

A silver image of our lady ? « « 

ofLoretto 5^ ** 

Two images of the child 1 
1 Jesus with their shirts I 2 8 

and jackets J 

A crucifix - . . 10 
A picture of St. Francis - 8 
This fortune was to remain at her 
own disposal, and Cervantes settled 



on her 10^ ducats, or about 12/. be.' 
ing one tenth of all he possessed^ 
which thousand ducats : would at f 
present be eqiiiyaleht to between, 
three and four hundred pounds ster« 
Ung» . . 

In the following year he went to 
reside in Seville, where he remain- 
ed till 1598. We know nothing of 
him after that time, till the yeaf 
1604, when he lived in Valladolidy 
and was employed as an agent in bu- 
siness. In 1605, a gentleman was 
murdered in the street in which 
Cervantes resided, and in conse-^ 
quence of the inquests which were 
made, we learn that in the apart^ 
ments which wer« occupied in one 
of the houses in . that' street, there 
lodged Miguel de Cervantes, aged 
57, Dona Catalina, his wife; Donft 
Isabel de Saavedra, his natural 
daughter, spinster, 20 yearsof age. 
Dona Andrea, his sister, twice a 
widow, above 50 years old, her 
daughter, aged 28, and Maria Ce» 
vallos, tlieir only servant, aged 18. 
Cervantes, his daughter, his sister, 
and her daughter, were sent to pri- 
son, but the next day they were all 
released upon bail, although confi- 
ned to their own house, from which 
confinement they were soon libera- 
ted, and tjie. court returning to 
Madrid, Cervantes follow.ed it thi- 
ther, and remained there during the 
remainder of his' life. 

Cervantes was always complain?- 
ing of his poverty, and notwithstand- 
ing his military services, and his 
merits in the republick of letters, he 
could never emerge from that mise- 
rable state, because " we know not 
how it happens,'* says Petronius, 
"that poverty is the sister of good 
understanding." 

Nescio quomodq paupertas soror est bo- 
nae mentis. Satir. p. 84. 

And, as our author makes Gines 
de Pasemont say, 

" Genius is alwavs persecuted bv misfor- 
tune." 
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At last, Cci'vantcs, widcccived, 
and convinced that he could not ob- 
tain any establishment, being conti* 
Dually persecuted by envy and igno- 
rance, resolved to struggle no long- 
er, but to live in retirement, and 
return, as he says, to his leisure, 
which he, however, employed in 
composing new works, and impro- 
ving others* . 

Cervantes received a small pen- 
sion from the archbishop of Toledo, 
and anotlier from the count de Le- 
mos, which barely kept him out of 
prison* Cervantes became a bh>ther 
of the order of St. Francis, in his 
own hou^e, where he was confined 
tlirough illness on the 2d of April, 
1616, like those, who 

« t o be sure of Paradise 

Dyingt put on the weeds of Dominicky 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disgrused." 
Varad. Lost, book 3. 

He died three weeks after, and 
was buried in the poorest manner, 
in a convent in Madi-id, without any 
epitaph,' so that the precise place is 
not known. 

The Spanish edition of Don Quix- 
ote, which was published in Madrid, 
1797, in four volumes, in quarto, by 
Juan Antonio. Pellicer, contains, in 
the life of Cervantes, the following 
paragraphs: 

' « Afterlin illness, of seven months, 
died Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, 
on the 23d of the month of April, 
Anno 1616, in Madrid, aged 69, On 



which day, died likewise, the cele- 
brated English poet, William Shak- 
speare, aged 53." 

" A very good book may do much ^ 
harm, witness Don Quixote. Cer- 
vantes extinguished the brilliant 
ideas of chivalry; and since that 
period, Spain has been on the de- 
cline. It is dangerous to cure apeo- - 
pie of its chimeras and iir^gulari- 
ties, when those chimeras form the 
very essence of its character, aiid 
that character is a good one. There 
are certain follies which are worth 
preserving." 

The first Englisk translation of 
Don Quixote was by Thomas Shel- 
ton, in 2 vols. 4to. 1620. The second 
edition of this book, was in 1652, in 
folio, 274 leaves, London, by Richard 
Hodgkinsonne. In the dedication 
Shelton says, ' he «« translated the 
Historic of Don Quixote, out of the 
Spanish tongue into the English, in 
the space o^ fourty dayes,** 274 
leaves are 548 pages [in/olio^ 55 
lines to a page and 16 words to a 
line, are contained in this {edition; 
so that he translated 14 pages every 
day, or 770 lines, which would, 
even at this time, be considered as 
Very laborious work. Perhaps this is 
the best English translation, or that 
of SmoUet, as being the most mo- 
dern: but a new edition of Jarvi8*9 
translation has been lately publish- 
ed, with all the modem Spanish ad- 
ditions. 



Sir, 



To the Editor qf the Eurofiean Magazine. 



THERE is a pathetick and 
elegant simplicity in the writings of 
great and good nfen, which I take 
to be the natural result of conscious 
goodness and exalted virtue. I was, 
therefore, highly delighted with a 
letter, which a neighbour of mine, 
a quaker, has communicated to me, 



written by Mr. Penn to his wife and 
children, a little before his first 
voyage to AMEkiCA, and found after 
his death among Some old MSS« 
never published. I have permission 
to copy iti and here send it you. The 
sentiments are not studied, novel, or 
sublime, but silmple, sincere, and 
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natural; adapted to the occasion, 
flowing from the heart, and conso- 
nant with the rules of the true epis- 
tolary writing. Mr. Penn (as observed 
of Shakspeare) ap{>ears not so pro- 
perly to " spes^k from Nature, as 
that she speaks through him.**-— 
Whether we view this great man in 
the light of a legislator, historian, 
or chronologist, we must allow he 
had great extent of knowledge, ac-' 
curacy of judgment, and quickness 
ipf invention: and I think it is but 
justice to his memory to observe, 
that in all his writings, the gentle- 
man, scholar, and Christian, are 
eminently conspicuous. J. W. V. 
London^ \^th Febrtiaryy IWl. 

MR. WILLIAM PENN'S LETTER. 

ilY .DEAR WIFE AND CHILDREN, 

. My love, that sea nor land, nor 
deatli. itself, can extinguish or lessen 
toward you, most endearedly visits 
you with eternal embraces, and will 
abide with you forever; and may 

.the God of my life watch over you, 
and bless you> and do you good in 
this world, and for ever. Some 
things are upon my spirits to leave 
with you, in your respective capa- 
cities, as I am to one a husband, and 
to the rest a father, if I should never 
see you more in this world. 

My dear wife, remember thou 
wast the love of my youth, and much 
the joy of my life; the most beloved 
as well as the most worthy, of all 
my earthly comforts: and the reason 
of that love was more thy inward 
than thy outward excellencies (which 
yet were many.) God knows, and 
thou knowest it, I can say it was a 
match of Providence's making; and 
God*s image in us both was the first 
thing, and the most amiable and en- 

fgaging ornament in our eyes. Now 
I am to leave thee, and that without 
knowing whether I shall ever see 
thee more in Uiis world, take nxy 
counsel into thy bosom, and let it 
dwell with thee in my stead while 
thou livest. ^ . 

. 1st, Let the fear of the Lore), and 



a zeal and^ love to his^glory, dwell 
richly in \liy heart; and thou wilt 
watch for good over thyself and thy 
dear children and family, that no 
rude, liglit, ^^ ^^^ thing be com- 
mitted; else God will be offended, 
and he will repent himself of the 
good he intends thee and thine. 

2dly, Be diligent in meetings of 
worship and business; stir up thyself 
and others herein; 'tis thy duty and 
place; and let meetings be kept once 
a day in the family to wait upon the 
Lord, who has given us so much 
time for ourselves: and, my dearest, 
to make thy family-matters easy to 
thee^ divide thy time, and be regu- 
lar; 'tis easy and sweet; thy retire- 
ment will afford thee to do it: as in 
the morning to view the business of 
the house, and fix it as thou destrest, 
seeing all be in order; that by thy 
counsel all may move, and to thee 
render an account every evening. 
The time for work, for walking, for 
meals, may be certain, at least as 
near as may be; and grieve not thy- 
self with careless servants, they will 
disorder thee; rather pay them ^ and 
let them go, if they will not be bet- 
ter by admonitions; this is best to 
avoid many words, which I know 
wound the soul, and offend the Lord^ 

3dly, Cast up thy income, and see 
what it daily amounts to; by which 
thou mayst be sure to have it in thy 
sight and power to ■ keep within 
compass; and I beseech thee to live 
low and sparingly, till my debts are 
paid; and then enlarge as thou seest 
it convenient. Remember thy mo- 
ther's example when thy father's 
publick-spiritedness had worsted his 
estate ("which is my case.) I know 
thou lovest plain things, and are 
averse to the pomp Of the world; a 
nobility natural to thee. I write not 
as doubtful, but to quicken thee, for 
my sake, to be more vigilant herein; 
knowing that God will bless thy 
care, and thy poor children and thee 
for it. My mind is wrapt up in a 
saying of thy father's, « I desire not 
riches^ but to owe nothing;*' and 
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tjruly that is wealth; and more than 
enough to live, is a snare attended 
with many sorrows. I need not bid 
liiee be humble, for thou art so; nor 
meek and patient, for it is much of 
thy natural disposition: but I pray 
Uiee be oft in retirement with the 
Lord, and guard against encroach- 
ing friendships. Keep them at arm's 
end; for it is giving away our power, 
Aye and self too, into the possession 
•f atiother; and that which mi^ht 
eeem engaging in the beginning 
may prove a yoke and burthen, too 
hard and heavy in the end. Where- 
fore keep dominion over thyself, and 
let thy children, good meetings, and 
friends, be the pleasure of thy life. 
4thly, And now, my dearest, let 
me recommend to thy care my dear 
children; abundantly beloved of nie 
as the Lord's blessings, and the 
sweet pledges of our mutual and 
endeared affectiori. 

Above all. things, endeavour to 
breed them up in the love of virtue, 
and that holy plain way of it which 
we have lived in, that the world, in 
Xio part of it, get into my family. I 
had rather they were homely than 
finely bred, as to outward behaviour; 
yet I love sweetness mixed with 
gravity, and cheerfulness tempered 
with sobriety. Religion in the heart 
leads into this true civility, teaching 
men and women to be mild and 
courteous in their behaviour; an 
accomplishment worthy indeed of 
praise. 

Sthly, Next breed them up in a 
love one of another; tell them 'tis 
the charge I left behind me; and 
that 'tis the way to have the love and 
blessing of God upon them: also 
what his portion is who hates or 
calls his brother fool. Sometimes 
separate them, but not long; and al- 
low them to send and give each 
other small things, to endear one 
another with. Once more, I say, tell 
them it was my counsel, they should 
be tender and affectionate one to 
another. For their learning be libe- 
ral; spare no cost; for, by such par- 



simony all is lost that is saved; but 
let it be useful knowledge, such as 
is consistent with truth and godli- 
ness, not cherishing a vain conver- 
sation or idle mind; but ingenuity 
mixed widi industry is good for the 
body and mind too. I recommend 
the useful parts of mathematicks, 
as building houses or ships, mea- 
suring, surveying, dialling, navi^-> 
tion, &c. but aggriculture is epecial- 
ly in my eye: let my children be 
husbandmen and house wives: 'tis 
industrious, healthy, honest, and of 
good example: like Abraham, and 
the holy ancients, who pleased God, 
and obtained a good report. This 
leads to consider the works of God 
and nature, of things that are good, 
and diverts the mind from being 
taken up with the vain arts and in- 
ventions of a luxurious world. Tis 
commendable in the princes of Ger- 
many and nobles of that empire that 
they have all their children instruct* 
ed in some useful occupation. Ra* 
ther keep an ingenious person in 
the house to teach them than send 
them to schools; too many evil im- 
pressions being commonly received 
there. Be sure to observe their ge- 
nius, and don't cross it as t;o learn* 
ing: let them not dwell too long on 
one thing, but let their change be 
agreeable, and all their diversions 
have some little bodily labour in 
them. When grown big have most 
care for them; for then there are 
more snares both within and with- 
out. When marriageable, see that 
they have worthy persons in their 
eye, of good life and good fame for 
piety and understanding. I need no 
wealth but sufficiency: and be sure 
their love be dear, fervent, and mu- 
tual, that it may be happy for them. 
I chuse not they should be married 
into earthly covetous kindred; and 
of cities and towns of concourse be- 
ware; the world is apt to stick close 
to those who have lived and got 
wealth there: a country life and 
estate I like best for my children. I 
prefer a decent mansion of an hun^ 
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dred pounds per annum, before ten 
thousand pounds in London, or such 
like place in a way of trade. In fine, 
my dear, endeavour to breed them 
dutiful to the Lord, and his blessed 
light, truth, and grace in their 
hearts, who is tl^eir Creator; and his 
fear will grow up with them. Teach 
a child (says the Wise Man) the 
way thou wilt have him to walk, and 
when he is old he will not forget it. 
Next, obedience to thee their dear 
mother; and that not for wrath, but. 
for conscience sake: liberal to the 
poor, pitiful to the miserable, hum- 
ble and kind to all. And may my 
God make thee a blessing, and give 
thee comfort in our dear children; 
and in age gather thee to the joy and 
blessedness of the just (where no 
death shall separate us) for ever. 

And now my dear children, that 
?ire the gifts and mercies of the God 
of your tender father; hear my coun- 
sel, and lay it up in your hearts; 
love it more than treasure, and fol- 
low it, and you shall be blessed here 
and happy hereafter. In the first 
place, remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth; it was the glory 
of Israel in the 2d of Jeremiah: and 
how did God bless Josiah, because 
he feared him in his yojith; and so 
he did Jacob, Joseph, and Moses. 
Oh, my dear children ! remember, 
and fear, and s^rve him who made 
you, and gave you to me and your 
dear mother: and that you may live 
to him, and glorify him in your gene- 
rations. To do this, in your youthful 
clays seek after the Lord, that you 
niay find him; remembering his 
great love in creating you; that you 
are not beasts, plants, or stones; but 
that he has kept you, and given his 
grace within and substance without, 
and provided plentifully for you. 
This remember in your youth, that 
you may be kept from the evil of 
the world: for in age it will be 
harder to overcome the temptations 
of it. Wherefore, my dear children, 
eschew the appearance of evil, and 

Vol. v. 3 h 



love and cleave to that in your hearts 
that shows you evil from good, and 
tells you when you do amiss, and re- 
proves you for it. It is the light of 
Christ, that he has given you for 
your salvation; if you do this, aod 
follow my counsel, God will bless 
you in this world, and give you aa 
inheritance in that which shall never 
have an end. For the light of Jesus 
is of a purifying nature: it seasons 
those, who love it, and take heed to 
it; and never leaves such till it has 
brought them ta the city of (iod, 
that has foundations. O ! thiit ye may- 
be seasoned with the gracious na- 
ture of it; hide it in yoiir hearts^ 
and flee, my dear children, from all 
youthful lusts; the vain sports, pas^ 
times, and pleasures of the world; 
redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. You are now begin- 
ning to live: what would some give 
for your time! Oh, I could have 
lived better, were I, as you, in the 
flower of yoiith. Therefore, love and 
fear the Lord, keep close to meetings, 
and delight to wait, upon the Loi^d 
God of your father and mother, 
among his despised people, as w^ 
have done, and count it your honour 
to be members of that society, and 
heirs of that living fellowship which 
is enjoyed among them, for the ex- 
perience of which, your father's 
soul blesseth the Lord for ever. 

Next, be obedient to your dear 
mother, a woman whose virtues and 
good name is an honour to you; for 
she has been exceeded by none in 
her time for her plainness, integri- 
ty, industry, humility, virtue, and 
good understanding: qualities not 
usual among women of her worldly 
condition and quality. Therefore, 
honour and obey her, my dear chil- 
dren, as your mother, and your fa- 
ther's love and delighttnay, lave her 
too, for she loved your father with a 
deep and upright love, chusing him 
before all her many suitors; and 
though she be of a delicate constitu- 
tion and noble spirit, yet she de- 
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scended to the upmost Undeni^ 
and care for fou; performbg th^ 
painfullesjt acts of scnrite to you 
m your infancy, as a molher and 
nurse toa 1 charge you^ before thi» 
Lprd, honour and obey^ love and 
cherish) your dear mother. 

Next, betake yourselves^ tn spni^ 
honest, industrious course of life) 
and that not of sordid covetuouv 
ness, but for example, and to avoid 
idleness. And if you change your 
conditioQ loui marry^ chuse with the 
knowledge and consent of your mo- 
ther^ if liTtiig^ guardians, or those 
that hav« the charge of you: mind 
heitber beauty nor riches, but the 
fibar of the Lord, and a sweet and 
amiable disposition; such as you can 
love above ail this world: and that 
may tnsdce your habitations pleasant 
and deurable to you. And being 
married, be tender, affectionate, ana 
patient, and meek. Live in the fear 
of th^ Lord, and he will bless you 
and your offsprings. Be sure to live 
within cofnpass^ burrow not, neither 
b^ beholden to any: ruin not your^ 
scAvesby kindness to others, for that 
«x^eeds the due bounds of friend* 
4ship, neither will a true friend ex^ 
pect it Small -matters I heed not 
Let- industry and parsin^ony go no 
farther tha^i for a sufiiciency for life; 
»nd to. make a provision for your 
children [and that in moderation^ if 
^he Lord.gives you aiiy}. I charge 
you to help Uie. pooi* and the needy; 
let' the Lord have a voluntary share 
4^ your inqome, for the. good of the 
poor, both iaoiiit society and others: 
ibr we are all bis creatures^ remem* 
liering that ^>Jie that giveth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord.'* Know 
well your incomings, and your out- 
goings may. be better regulated. 
Love not money nor the world; use 
them only^ and they will serve you; 
but if you love them, yuu^ serve 
them; wKich will debase your spi^ 
rits, as well as offend the Lord. Pity 
the distressed^ and hold out a, hsmd 



pf hflp to> them; it may be your e^se: 
and as you mete to oUiers, God will 
mete to you again. Be humble and 
gentle in. your coversation». of fipw 
words, I charge you,, bul^ alwiays 
pertinexft when. you speak; healing 
out befoi>e you sU.tenipt to. answer; 
mi then spefakiug as.H* you- would 
persuade^ not impose- Affiioi^ JDone, 
neither revenge the affjionts.tbat are 
done to you; but forgive* and. you 
shall be forgiv^en of your H^8v,enly 
Father. In making friends, qonsMer 
well first; and when you. are fixedf 
be true» not wavering by reports, 
nor deserting in afiUcdon; for tha$ 
becomes not the good and virtuous^ 
Watch against angler, neither spoal| 
nor act in it; for, like .drunkefuie$Si 
it makes man a beast, and throws 
people into desperate incouTemen* 
ces. Avoid Batterers, for'tiheytu^ 
tbievesr in disguise; their- pmise is 
costly, designing to get.byt hoso: the^ 
bespeak; thev are the worst of lu^a* 
tures; they he to^ flatty, and ibitt^B 
to cheat; and, ^Uch is M^prse, if yoi| 
believe them, you cbealf y6ur9elyes 
most dangerously. But tl^ virtuous, 
though poor, love, cherish, and pre* 
fer. Remember David, virho, asking 
tlie Lord, ^ Who shall abiiki^;in thy 
tabernacle? Who.shail dwell. in thy 
holy hill?" answers, ^ He that 
w^alketh uprightl^r, w.orketh righte* 
eusness, and speaketh the truth in 
his heart: in whose eyes the. vile perw 
son is contemned, but hqnoureth 
them who feai'eth the Lord." Next, 
my children, he temperate in all 
things; in your diet, for that is pliy« 
sick by prevention; it keeps, nay it 
makes people healthy, and theii* ge* 
neration sound. This. is exclusive.Qf 
the spiritual advantage it brings 
fie also plain in your apparel; keep 
out that lust which reigns too much 
over spme; let your virtues be yoUJT 
ornaments; remembering, life i^ 
more than food, and the body than 
raimant. Let your furniture be sim* 
pie ^i>d cheap; a^v.oid pride,, avarice, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PENN% LETTBR TO filS IPAMILY. 



U^ 



and !tf3Ciify. HiMi iby "*« !^^^ (><ji^^ 
' No GttWYn!** There is instruction. 
Make youir cohv^nauon wiijh the 
SAO^t em&ient for wisdom tmd piet)r, 
and shfun all tricked men^ as you 
hope for the blcfsalbg of God, and 
the cc^fort of your father's living^ 
atid 'dyin[( ^^rayers. Be sure yo^ 
«peiik t)o 6vil of any, no not of the 
*neatfesi; ft«ich leas of yotii^ superi- 
ours; as magistrates, guardians, m^ 
tors, teachers, a^d elders In Christ. 
Be ifo busy bodies; meddle not 
with other folks matters, but when 
in conscience and duty prest: for it 
procures trouble, and is iH manners, 
and very unseemly to wise men« In 
your families^ remember Abraham, 
Moses, and Joshua; their integrity 
to the Lord; and do as you have 
them > for your exainples. Let the 
. £e«u* uid service of the living Qod be 
eticoifraged in yit>ur houses^ and tliat 
pkdnnesB, sobrie^, and moderation 
in ail things, as Isecoinetii God's 
ehosen people: and, as I advise you, 
my beloved children, do you counsel 
you^ if God 'Should give you any. 
Yea, I oomisel sind command them, 
as my posterity, that they love and 
serve the Lord God with an up* 
right heart; that he may bless you 
and yours, from generation to gene* 
t«don« And, as Ibryou, wfio ani 
likely to be concerned in the govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania, and my parts 
'of East Jersey, especially the first, 
I do charge you, be£M*e the Lord 
Cit>d and his holy ang^s, that you 
be lowly, diligent, and tender;, fear* 
ing God, lo^ng the people, and 
hating eovetuousness. Let justice 
hare ita impartial course, and the 
law fre6 passage; though to your 
loss, protect no man against it; for 
you ieire not above .the law, but the 
^awraboVeyou. Live, therefore, the 
live'$ yourselves you would have the 
people liv;ej and then^you have right 
and boldness fo puhish the tanxni^ 



ssbK ^ieep upwi lihfe ^ttUtt^ lor 
3od sees you: therefoi^ do your 
duly: and be sure ybU see with yoiMT 
own eye», and hear with youryown 
ears. Entertain no lai^h^rs; cheriish 
no informers for gain or revenge; 
use no tricks, fly to feo devices, to 
support or cover injo^ice; but let 
your hearts be opright before the 
Lord, trustmg in Mm above the 
contrivances of men, and hone ^all 
be able to hurt or iup'plattit. 

Oh 1 theL6rdis a string Gro^, and 
he can do whatsoever he pleases 
and, though mea consider it not^'^it 
is the Lord that rules and . over* 
rules in the kingdom of men;' and 
he builds up and pulls doum;- I, 
your father^ am. the man. that can 
say, he that trusts in the Lord shall 
not be confounded. But God, in due 
time, will make hia enemies be at 
peace with .him. : If you thus bev 
have yoursdves, and so become a 
terrour to evil doers, and. a pratse 
to them tiuit do well, God, my God, 
will be with you, in wisdom and a 
soand mind; mid make you idessed 
instruments in his hand, for the aet^ 
tlement of some of those deselate 
parts of the world, which my aoul 
desires above all worldly honottrs 
and riches; both for you tluit go,aiid 
you that stay; you that govern, and 
you who are governed; that in the 
end you may be gathered with me 
to the rest of God. FUmUy, my ckil« 
dren, love one another with a true 
and endeared love, and your dear 
relations pn both- ^des; and take 
care to preserve tender afFection in 
your children to each other: often 
marrying witltin themselves, so as 
it be without the bounds forbidden 
in God's law* That so they may not, 
like the forgetting and unnatural 
world, grow out of kindred, and as 
cold as strangers; but as becomes 
a truly natural and Christian stock; 
you, and yours after you, may live 



* The title hi a book of hrs, in wliichtiis rellgloas sentixneirts are recorded in a style 
easy, concise, and nervous: his reflections interesting^; his arguments^ t'oi» ihe niust 
part, ja#i; and generally enforced by illustrations from Scripture. 
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ia the pure and fervent lonreof God 
towards one another, as becometh 
brethren in the spiritual and natural 
relation. So my God, that has bless- 
ed me with his abundant mercies, 
both of this and the other and bet- 
ter life, be with you ail, guide you 
by his counsel, bless you, and bring 
^ou to his eternal glory; that you 
may shine, my dear children, in the 
firmament of God's power, with the 
blessed spirits of the just: that ce- 
lestial family, praising and admir- 



ing him tho God 'aad Father of it^ 

for ever and ever. For there is no • 
God like unto him, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob; 
the God of the Prophets, the Apo- 
stles, and martyfs of Jesus; iuwhom 
I live for ever. So farewell to 
my thrice dearly beloved wife and 
children. Yours, as God pleaseth in 
that which no waters can quench, 
no time forget, nor distance wear 
away, but remains for ever. 

Wa.UAM PENN. 



POETRY. 



MONODY, 

ON TIIE DEATH OF A PAIR AND UN- 
FORTUNATE LADY. 
C Original, J 
AloBi how changed / -what attdden horrourt 
rise! Pope. 

IN dreams of fancy's wildest power. 
Oft has my kindling eye surveyed 
The image of some radient maid 

Descending to my summer bower; 

And 1 have gazed the fleeting hour 
Upon the soul entrancing shade. 
Till e'en reality would seem 
As like the gilding of a dream; 
As ifj indeed, from breathing air. 
Was formed the life-blood goddess 

there. 
But when the latest beams of e'en 
Illumed no more the face of lieaven. 
And chill across my brow has past 
The melancholy boding blast. 

At once tlie spirit, all would fade; 
Nor leave behind one trace, to tell 

Remembrance of the vanished maid. 
Or tlie beguiling spell. 

Kot so of her, whom once these eyes, ' 

In no delusive dream, beheld. 

Child of the earth — now of the skies. 

A beauteous tree, untimely felled. 
That flourished in the lonely glade. 

While in mortal view she dwelled. 

Fair as the forms that fancy drew. 
In native loveliness arrayed, 

In native loveliness she grew: 



But, like those shadowy forms untrue 
. That on the musing eye decay. 
She too has been— and pass'd away ! 
Has pass'd away — but in roy mind . 
A living trace is left behind, 
The image of her being fair. 
That finds not an oblivion there. 

Sad is her story, sad her fate 

The sorrowing muse would noW relate. 

As sad the verse shall flow. 
Oh ! cJist in beauty's heavenly mould. 
Though meek of temper, mild of imen. 
Thou could'st not 'scape the venomed 

smart 
That eager anguish gives the heart; 

Tliou could'st not shun the form of wo. 

The deadning touch of sorrow cold. 
Nor shield thee from her arrow keen. 

Swift o'er thy head the moments rolled 
That found thee with unruflled breast. 

Ah ! hope's bright sunshine soon was 
o'er! 
And holy peace, a smiling quest. 
Fled from the bosom it had blest. 

That holy peace retained no more. ** 

Yet let me, ere the fatal hour. 
That saw her victim to its power. 

Came, like the frost in opening spring 
That nips the imsuspecting flower 

Of zephyr's nourishing — • 
While yet upon her lips were seen, 
Dimpling, the wreathed smiles serene. 
Let me, with mournful memory, trace 
The beauties of her matchless face, 
^nd bid the touching form appear 
Arrayed in all all its graces here. 
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Alas ! how fails the faiHtering^liae I 
To give the image back to view. 

The perfect whole, almost divine. 
With charm for charm, and hue for hue. 
Is m ore than poesy may do. 

What boots to say her forehead bright 
Seemed like a smooth cloud, snowy white; 
That O'er that forehead, ivoiy fair. 
Curled the brown maze of softest hair* 
That from her eyes of liquid blue 
Beamed mildest rays through trembling 

dew; 
That from her lips, their nectared seat, 
. Fell accents as tlie honey sweet; 
Her heaving bosom, half concealed. 
An opening paradise revealed; 
Till at the enamoured view, the gazer 

warm. 
Felt all the impasioned sigh to clasp the 

inspiring form ? 
Think'stthou the picture then could yie 
Witli her who meets my inward eye ? 
Yet such her charms. Nor these alone: 

Each bland accomplishment combined 

To add its polish to the mind, 
And the mild virtues were her own. 
In that dear face a glance might read. 
From every ruffling passion freed. 

The transcript of her gentle breast. 

In each pure look exprest; 
A placid sweetness, that might lead 

The lion, rage, to rest. 
Sometimes a pensive cast would gloom 

(As o'er the sun the light clouds fly) 
In deeper shade her feature's bloom. 
Fled the young smile and mirth unholy-— 
And she, the seeming child of melancholy. 

By sweetly-sadd'ning thoughts deprest. 
Would muse on fleeting forms of folly; 

And often she would sigli. 

What wonder if in heart so soft, 
. A prey to its own feelings oft — 
• What wonder if within that breast 

That all the gentler passions knew, 
'The milder S3rmpathies had blest, 
Love, with the throng, should find a place 
And every meaner influence chase ? 

He in that sanctuary grew. 
And triumphed o'er the rest. 
Yes, there was one the fervent maid 
With looks of tenderness surveyed. 
Far distant, far the thought of ill — 

And him she loved in tiiith. 
She found her fondness all repayed. 
And with soul's delighting thrill 
Her vows were plighted to the youth. 
Ah ! hapless pair ! the wintry blast 
O'er blooming love's elysium past; 
Ravaged the bowers of heavenly bliss, 
And chilled upon your lips the kiss ! 



A f«tber!«vuuid«te interpoBod, 

Forbade the union love design^} 
. A mother's heart to pity closed: 

The bands were torn that love had 
twined. 
^ She to another was consigned. 
And the last spark of joy expired; 
Yet in her bridal robes attired. 
Still fain their steiiier hopes to crown, 
The dread destroyers of her own. 
Poor bleeding dove ! though wounded 

sore, 
The smile of joy her features Wore ! 
But her heart felt that smile no more,' 

• O, love connubial, how thy couch, pro- 
faned, 
From rapture changes to a bed of 
thorns; 
When by parental pow'r the vtfgin 
gained 
!Mu8tmeet embraces which she scorns ! 
Unhappy bridegroom ! not for thee 
Shone the clear star of ecstacy: 
Veiled were its beams thy nuptial night. 
Or only shed oi;^ thee a cold and sickly 

light; 
Destined, though boasting all her charms. 
To press a joyless bride, reluctant m thy 

arms, 
** Ah ! to another cUme I go," 
The drooping fair was heard to say, 
*• Of ruthless force the yielding prey: 
There death, the only good below, 
*Tis c6nsolation sweet to know. 
Will steal me from my woes away. 
And mix me with the senseless clay: 
No eye to drop the pitying tear 
Or mourn me on the passing bier !" 

Another clime the mourner sought. 

Her breast with hidden anguish fraught; 

While, faithful to its prophetess. 

The lamp of light less bright, and less 
Each dawning day became. 
Till the last, feeble, faultering flame 

Seemed ready to expire. 
Then nature's, powerful nature's claim 
The sufferer's heart subdued: 

And " bear me back;"--was now her lafit 
desire, 

" O let my eyes be closed in peace !'* 

Her pallid lips respire. 

'* Not in a land of strangers rude. 

But near the friends I love let my e^ist- 
. ence cease !" 

Peace to thy shade, tliou gentle one at 
rest ! 

No parent clasped thee ere thy slum- 
ber deep. 

The wild waves rocked thee to thy last- 
ing sleep; 
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And tl»&|oud «iiid» pi^s»»A o^^fi^f Wd 

unblcBt, 
^s sbopk tbe \mi sigh thy expiring breait^ 
Th6 sea-nymphs heuxl— their cioral 

caves that keep 
Beneatl) the rolHng water's mighty 
•weepk 
And sung the dirge, in eyeaing strains 
distrest. 
Yet to their care no hands thy corse 
consigned. 
Withheld that treasure from « watei y 

|>ier. 
The recent mound the parrow house o'er- 

Where all that once was beauty lies 
enshrined: 
A transient glory that in dust decays, 
A^ii^km vanished with the weeping year ? 

Baltimore^ j8pril2Sih, 1811. 



CAMP3£LL TKAVESTIED. 

O^ Ciinrtock ^jen the sim was lov, 
^b tauited hreez<e betrayed the foe. 
And each sly fox and timid foe, 
- Lay cwuched In cbvert quietly. 

But Cannock showed another sight. 
When an old tiian at dead of night 
Stole fotth, iand by his lanthorn's light, 
Stopt aU the earths so cunninijly. 

By thefartMng candle fast arrayed. 
The iHintSTftiah waked his favourite maid. 
The well known coll she stiaiglit obeyed, 
AndlMide his breakfast iiistaiitly. , 

Tlie horsemen met tlie hounds at seven. 
From cover soom the prey was drix-^n, 
And twig as hary holts from Iteaven, 
The pack pursued their enemy. 

Tlie chase is up ! on, on ye brave. 
Who never care ^-our necks to save. 
And scorn a dangerous leap to wave, 
" Kow spur your coursers manfully. 

The straininf^ pack have neared their foe; 
Hserk to the halloo 1 tally ho ! 
Ne*^ paus^ !• o*er gates and hedges go. 
The brush I'e wards your Wctory. 

»'I%«i^«i--dVehunt dine at the Sun, 
The pipifc* etr^ fifkd; the healtiis begun, 
^aofe counts his feats and tropkies won, 
And«ll is mirth and jollity. 



^Bitw^ fer thtU iiKrt:iAid^« many incet, 
Each finds a bed beneath his seat, 
And every hound couched at their Ibiet, 

Partakes a hunter's emopy. ' 



SONG. 

Tune—" HumourB of GlevJ* 

{]Q>V fresh is the rose in the gay dewy 

morning. 
That peeps with a smile o'er yon eastern 

hUL 
Row fair is tlie IHy, our {rafk-dens adorning. 
And fresh is the daisy that blooms by the 

rill: 
Bilt JWa^^^fhe rarest, ^e fairest^ s^eet 

flower, 
That ever adorned the green banks of the 

Main,* 
Gempated with this tfeattty, theegte^fte 

The rose, and the lily, kew triflaiig And 
vakl! 

How lovely her bosom^ where frieiidiilMp 

and feeling 
Still heave for miifbrtKtoe the detl* itmSkv 

sighj ; • 

How sweet &re hel» looks> eVeiy beauty 

revealing; - 

And mild is the hiatre that beams in her' 

^eye 
The blush of her cheek still outrivals Au- 
rora, 
When beauty and musick awake 4Jie 

young dawn. 
And sweeter her smile than tlie smile of 

sweet Flora, 
When cowslips and daisies bedeck the gay 

lawn. ' ', 

And, O, lovely maid ! m.ay thy beautie 

still flourish, 
Unnipped by the blast of misfortuni^'s rude 

gale; ' . 
May Virtue attend thee, thy goodness to 

nourish. 
And no ruffian hand the sweet blossom 

assail ! , _ ... 

May fortune's best smiles^ loyely mai$l, 

never leave thee, . , 
Through life's fleeting scenes as thou 

Journey est along, 
And curst be tJie villain would seek to de- 
ceive tiiee. 
Or offer thy virtue and innocence wrong 1 



•The principal river in eouhty Antrim is calkd the Main. It rises in the northern 
part of the co^wily , and falls mto Lough Neagh* 
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Let k>rd]i»^ exult -m tlwiv ti11«t Whd 

treasure. 
Where courts Md vhere graBileur ex* 

tend their proud blaze. 
And proud city beauties may Usten with 



pleasure, 
life] 



While poets as venal reecho their praise; 
No man shall now boast of the city or pa« 
lace. 



Bedeclped. witfaHthdrb^aatS^s, a gUy gfld- 

ed train; 
For now there's a faber adbrns ont fgv^en 

vaileys— • » * 

'Tis Maryi sweet Maj^, the fiower of the 
^ ^Main. ' - ^: 

JOHN eETTY. 
'BaUfftfima, Co, Antrim, 



I T^ ' J "" 



LITEBABY INTELLIGENCE. 

Asticles oHiterary inteUigence* inserted by the booksellers in the UNiiriti^ Statb^ 

Gaxette, will be copied into tins Magazine without further order* 



A^CANT AMERiGA)} PUBLIQATfOHS. 
By A. Ftnley, PkHadelphia^ 
Published— 'The Eelectick Repertory 
and Medical and Philosophical Journal. 
JCo. 3, Vol. L 

J^ Thomas B. Zanttinger^ and Co, Ph^ 
delpMa. 
Published--*TheffiDurth Number of the 
third Volume of the Mirror of Taste and 
B^matick Censor, fc^ April 1811* em- 
bellished with two striking likenesses of 
the celebrated Mr. Cooke. 

By Bradford and Inakeep, Philadelpjkia^ 
Published— The Lady of the Lake; a 
Melo Dramatick Romance in 3 Acts; ta- 
ken from the Popular Poem of that title, 
and now performing with undiminished 
applause at the Theatre Ro)''al, Edinburgh. 
By Kdmund John Eyre. Price 25 cents. 

Also — The Missionary; An Indian Tale. 
By Miss Owcnson, author of the Wild 
Iribh Girl, &c. &c. Embellished with an 
elegant Likeness-of the Author. Price one 
Dollar. 

Also— The Anniversary Oration, pro- 
nounced before the Society of Artists of 
the United States, on the 8th of May, 
1811. By B. Henry Latrobe. 
By S, Conrad and J. Iljlffate, Philadelphia^ 
Published— (Price 3 dollars 25 cents) 
Seventh volume of the American Regis- 
ter, or General Eeposiiory of Politicks 
and Science. 
By Bennett and Walton^ Philadelphia^ 
Published— (Price 1 dollar 50 cents) 
Elements of Elocution. By John Walker, 
author of the " Critical Pronouncing Dic- 
tionary," &c. 

Also— A Complete Key to Bennett's 
New Svstem of Practical Aiithmetick, 
By Frtdcvick IM*Kinney. Price 75 cents. 



By the Franklin ihrnpany^ J^erm^Ywh^ 
Published— (Price 1 dollar, 8voW in 1, 
boards) on interesting Wotk, entitjied^ 

« A Father's Tales to his Daughters." 
Translated from the French of J. N. BouiW 
ly, member of the Philotetnicid Society 
of the Academy of Arts and Sciences of 
Tours, &c. &c. 

By Havid Longyoorth^ ^ew^JTQrk, v.i 
Published— The KnigM of Snowden, 
A Musical Drama in three Act«| by Tho- 
mas Morton. Price 25 cents. 

Also— The Lady of the Uke. A..Mel«r 
Dmmatick Romance. £Fram tlie p«^ulaf 
Poem of the same title.] , .. .. 

By Collins and Co • JV5?w-B*w*,w 
l*ublished— (Price 50 cent«) Mitchill and 
Miller's Medical Repositoiy, asdiletieM^ 
of American Publications m Science. "Por- 
Febniar}', March and Aprfl, 1611« Tdtat 
No. LVI. ^ . 

By William Wella amd T, B Wait Ist Cp. 
Boston f ' ,^. 

Published — The Christian Observer.* 
[Frum the London edition.] For January, 
1811. , 

1), Mallory and Co,^Boston^ 

Published — An Essay on Maritime 
Loans, from the French of M. B^unard' 
Mai ie Kmerigonj with Notes: '!'» whli^h 
is added an Appendix, containing the ti- 
tles De Exercitoria Actiofcie» J)e. Legib 
Khodia De Jactaw, and De NautiooFoe-' 
nore, translated from the Digests and 
Code of Jiisliuian. And the title lies Con- 
trats fi la Grosse A venture ou a Retour 
De Vovajre, from the Marine Ordinance 
of Louis XIV. By John E, Hall; Esq. 
By William Andpewt, Boston^ 

Published— (Price 3 dollars) A Dis- 
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serUtion on the Prophecies, that have 
been fulfilled, are now fulfilling, or will 
hereafter he fulfilled, relative to the Great 
Period of 1260 years; the Papal and Mo- 
hammedan Apostacies; the tyrannical 
Reign'of Antichrist, or the Infidel Power; 
and the Restoration of the Jews. To which 
is added an Appendix. By the Reverend 
George Stanley Faber, B. D. Vicar of 
Stockton-upon-Tees. 

Joseph Larkin^ Boston^ 

Published-— (Price 75 cents. Bound and 
lettered) A new Edition of Whitfield's 
celebrated ten Sermons. 

Published—- And for sale at all the 
principal book-stores, Philadelphia, A 
New Plan of the City and Environs of 
Philadelphia. Taken from actual survey, 
by J A. Paxton. With an alphabetical 
list of all the wards, streets, roads, lanes, 
alleys, avenues, courts, wharves, ship- 
yards, publick buildings, &c. in the sub- 
urbs of Philadelphia. With references for 
findln)^ their situations, on an alphabeti- 
cal plan. 

PAOPOSED AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS 
A, Finley^ Philadelphia, 

Has in press, and will speedily publish 
•« Observations on some of the principal 
Diseases of the Rectum and Anus, par- 
ticularly Stricture of tlie Rectum, the hoc" 
morrhoidal Excressence, and the Fi«tula 
in Ano " By 'Iliomas Copeland, Fellow 
of the College of Surgeons, &c. &c. 
David Mlintofi and Co. Jiurling'toti^ JV. /. 

Will publish in a few days — Fragments, 
in Prose awl Verse. By Miss Elizabeth 
Smith. With some account of her Life 
and Character by M. Bowdler. This edi- 
tion will- be embellished with a striking 
likeness of Miss Smith. Price 1 dollar. 
CharUs JK* Baldvnn, ^e-w-York, 

Proposes to publish by subscription, 
a periodical work, entitled, The Litera- 
ry Miscellany, or Monthly Review. Con- 
ditions: 1. It will be printed on line paper 
with a new typ^. 2. Each number shall be 
embellished with an appropriate engrav- 
ing> and contain seventy-two pages,-18mo. 
3. it shall be delivered to subscribers at 
twenty-five cents per number, payable on , 
delivery. 4. Every fourth number will 
constitute a volume of two hundred and , 
ninety pages, tn which will be prefixed 
an engraved title page. 

Lor kin and Thompson, J^>w-I'br^% 

Propose publishing a periodical work, 
to be entitled. The New-York Monthly 
Magazine. Terms of publication: 1. The • 
New-York Monthly Magazine will be 
published on the last day of each month. 
2. Each number will contain upwards of 
eighty pages, 8vo. and will be embellished 



with one or more elegant engravings. 

3. The price will be six dollars a year, pay- 
able on the delivery of each number. 

4. An agent will be appointed in each of 
the principal cities of the union, and the 
Magazine delivered in such places witii- 
out any additional cliarge. 5. A title page 
and table of contents will be delivered 
with the last number of each semi-annual 
volume. 



RECENT BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

The Philosophical Wanderers, or His- 
tory of the Ropnan Tribune and the Priest- 
ess of Minerva; exhibiting the vicissitudes 
that diversify the fortunes of nations and. 
individuals. By John Bi^and, 12mo. 6s. 

A Translation of M. Appert's Art of 
Preserving all Kinds of Animal and Ve» 
getable Substances for several Years; a 
work rublished by order of the French 
Minister of the Interiour, on the Report 
of the Board of Arts and Manufactures. 
12mo. 5s. 

Practical Piety; or, the Influence of the 
Religion of the^ Heart on the conduct of 
the life. By Hannah More. Second edition 
in two voloumes, price 10*. 6</. 

An English Catalogue of Dnigs, with 
their Properties, Doses to Children and 
Adults, the proper Vehicles for their Use, 
the Diseases for which they are employed. 
Price 2*. 

The Modern British Drama, being a se- 
lection of the best Plays now used on the 
English stage. In five (extra thick) vq« 
lumes, price SI. 10». 

No. 1. of the British Review, and Lon- 
don Critical Journal. Price 6«. 

PROPOSED BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 

Colonel William Kirkpatrick's Trans- 
lation of Select Letters of Tippoo Sultan, 
in one volume quarto, with Notes and 
Observations, and an Appendix, contain- 
ing several Oiiginal Documents, will be 
published in a few days. 

Mr Walker, the editor of Dr. Rippon's 
Musick, has just ready to publish a Com- 
panion on that work, in a volume of the 
same size. It consists of sixty measures 
adaped to Watt's, Rippon's, Lady Hunt- 
ingdon's, and other Hymns, w'ith set 
pieces, figured for the Organ, &c. 

Mr. James Perry will shortly publish, 
in large quarto, Conchology, or a History 
of Shells; illustrated with more than 400 
specimens, engraved the natural size of 
the shells, and neatly coloured. 

A stereotyped edition of the Bible in 
French, collated with the most approved 
foreign editions, is printing on a super- 
fine paper, in duodecimo, and is in a state 
of considerable, forwardness. 
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.A.DAM, memoirs of Alexander, 138. 

Aeronauts, British, excursion of, 203. 

A^in, John, essays on song-writing, by, 
reviewed, 40. 

America, South, travels in, by Be Azara, 
reviewed, 108. 

American Review of History and Poli- 
ticks, reviewed, 217. 

Anecdotes of John D. Cassini, 68. Sir 
Isaac Newton, 68. Dr. Moore, 69. 
Charles Ihe 2d. 70. Sailors, 356. A 
Mftyor, ib. An Ir^bman, ib. 

Annotations on Shakspeare, 125. 

Armada, Spanish, account of, 243. 

*B 

Bagdad, description of the Pachalik of, 
82. Wahabees, account of, 83. 

Bartholdy, J.L. S.;travels by, in Greece, 
reviewed, 101. 

Battle of Talavera, a poem, reviewed, 84 

Baudin's voyage to New Holland, review- 
ed, 163. 

Bell, Dr. [see Education] 

Bernard, sir Thomas [see Education] 

Biroke, histoiy of the, 207. 

Blenheim, visit to^ 277. 

BoUnpbroke, life of, 279, 339. 

Brazil, history of, by Robert SouUiey, re- 
viewed, 252. 

Bridal Bed, extracts from, 43. 

Brown, C. B. his Wieland, 408. 

Buffa, John, his travels through Morocco, 
reviewed, 88. 

Bynkershoek's treatise on the law of war, 
translated by P. S. Duponceau, review- 
ed, 1. 



Canada, travels in, by John Lambert, re- 
viewed, 221 

Cary, Robert, memoirs of, 243. 

Cervantes and Don Quixote, 419. 

Charles the 2d, anecdote of, 269. 

China, the fundamental laws, &c. of, 
translated by sir George Staunton, re- 
viewed, 22. 
Vol. v. 3 i 



Clarke's Travels [see Suroke, Biroke 
Su slick. Jerboa, SuAorof 's Catecliism] 

Clayfield, an aeronaut, 203. 

Coal Gas-light, 66. 

Conquest of the Miao-ts^, an imperial po^ 
em, by Kien Lung, reviewed, 296. 

Coiv, anecdote of a, 6¥. 

Coromandel, land-winds on the coast of, 
413. 

Crimea, mosquitoes in the, 268. 

Cromek's remains of Nithsdale and Callo- 
way Song, 394. 

Curse of Kehama, by Robert Southey, re- 
viewed, 368. 

D 

Daniel, Rev. Wm. B. Rural Sports, by, 

reviewed, 177. 
Dorset, Mrs. her " Peacock at home," 

406. 
Duponceau, P. 8. [see Bynkershoek] 

E 

Education in Publick Schools, remarks on 
the system of, 16. 

Education, a comparative view of the plan . 
of, as detailed in the publications of 
Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, 305. 

Elizabeth, queen, anecdote of, 210. Ac- 
count of her death, 246. 

Essays on song-writmg, &c. by John Ai- 
kin, 40. 

Eugene, prince, memoirs of, 48, 193. 

Evans, Thomas, old ballads, historical, 
&c. by, 40. 

F 

Falstaff, sir John, on tlie character of, 57 

Fear, effects of, 209. 

Female Heroism, 133, 187. 

Feroe Islands, a description of, by the 

Rev. G. Landt, 289. 
Fox chase in the streets of Whitehaven, 

212. 
France, king of, anecdote of, 210. 

G 

Geramb, baron de [see letter to count 

Moira] 
Gastronomy, a poem, 407. 
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Hamlet Traveatic, 230. 

Henderson, Cftptain, his account of Hon- 
duras, 122. 

Hispaiiiolu, account of, bj W. Walton, 
reviewed, 361. 

Honduras, account of, by captain Hender- 
son, 122. 

Humboldt, A. de, his essayon New Spain^ 
reviewed, 236, 328. 



Indian Coquetry, account of, 69. 
Jt^ Powder, composition of, 6r. 
Instructive Tales, by Mrs. Trimmer, 183. 

J 

Jerboa, or Jumping Hare, 208. 
Jew, masked, anecdote of, 211. 

K 
Kiss, the, or Mohamasim, the Ass-dri* 
ver, 128. 



NeLion,Lord, aiiagrAm on the name of,'21I 
New Spain, essay on the kingdom ofj by 

Humboldt, 236, 328. / 
New Zealand, acooimtof, dTS. 

O 

Old Ballads, historical^ &c. by Thomas 
Evans, 40. ' 



Penn, WUliam, trial of, 343. HIb lett^to 

his wife, 423. 
Peacock at Home, by Mrs. Dorset, 406. 
Poetry, 70, 139, 212, 283, 357, 428. 
Port Jackson, sketch of, 173. 
Portugese Obseryer, the, revieiif f4> Jt4^* 
Presentiment of danger and death, frl. 
Preservative plaster of Paris, 67. 
Printing with stone, observations on, ft. 
Pyrosoma, a non^lescript animal* 176.' 



Quixote, Don, and Cervantes, 419. 



Lambert, John, his travels in Canada and 

the United States, 231. 
Lancaster, Mr. [see education] 
Landt, Rev. 6 his description of the Fe- 

roe Islands, 289. 
Land-winds of Coromandel, 413. 
Letter to count Moira, by Geramb, 401. 
Leeuwenhoek, Antony Van, the select 

works of, 385. 
Light literature, 209. 
Lisbon, taking of, by the French, 146. 

Disorders in, 225. 
Literary Intelligence, 72. 142: 214. 287. 

358.431. 
London, history of, 250. 
Louis the 18th, [see Blenheim] 
Luther, Martin, a tragedy, 183. 

M 

Magician, modem Lincolnshire, 272. 

Marmion, by Scott, a supplementary arti- 
cle, 121. 

Martin Luther, a tragedy, 183. 

Mexico, account of, 238, 240, 362. 

Milanese Physician, anecdote of, 23 1. 

Minstrel, the, a poem, in continuation of 
Beattie*s, 124. 

Military Catechism, by Suvorof, 409. 

Mines [See Humboldt] 

Mirza Abu Taleb Khan, tl-avels of, 91. 

Monmouth, earl of, [see Caiy] 

Montgomery, James, poeti-y by, 212. 

Morocco, travels through, by John Buf- 
fa, 88. 

Mosquitoes [see Crimea] 

N 
New Holland, voyage to, by Baiidin, 163. 



Rembrandt, anecdote of, 211. 

Remains of Nithsdale and Galloway song, 

byR. H Cromek,394. 
Road, laws of the, 271. 
Rostrated . Chcetodon fish, account of, 69. 
Rural Sporu, by the Reverend W. B. 

Daniel, 177. 

Sadler, a British aeronaut, 203. 

Scott, Walter, his Marmion, 121. 

Semple, Robert, his journeyin Spain, 224. 

Shakspeare, annotations on, 125, 35L -i 

Ships, how to prevent them froin sinking, 
273. 

Southey, Robert, his history of Brazil, 
252. His Curse of Kehama, 368. 

Spanish Colonies, present state of the, by 
W.Walton, 361. 

Spain, journey in, by Robert Semple, 224 

Staunton, sir George, his translation of 
the fundamental laws of China, review- 
ed, 22. 

Stone, printing with, observations on, 62^ 

Subterraneous passage discovered, 68. 

Suroke, history of the, 205. 

Suvorof, general, his military catechism, 
409. 

Suslick, history of the, 207. 



Ta Tsing Leu Lee, the fundamental laws, 
&c. of China, translated by sir George 
Staunton, reviewed, 22. Analysis of^ 26. 

Tiger, escape from a, 270. 

Topham [see London] 

Tortoise, longevity of a, 2?^^ j 
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Travels, by Bafia, 8& By Mirza Abu Ta- 
leb Khan, 91. By Bartkoldy, 101. By 
De Azara, lOS. 

Trimmer, Mrs. Instrootive Tales, by, 183. 

U 

United States, travels in the, by John 
Lambert, 231. 

V 

Varnishing' coloured drawings, 68. 

Vocal poetry, reviewed, 40. 

Voyage to New Holland, by Baudin, 163. 
Port Jackson, 173. Pyrosoma, a non- 
descript animal, 176. 

Wahabees, account of the, 83, 



Walton, William,'^8 present state of the 

Spanish Colonies, 361 
War, a treatise on the law of, by Bynker* 

shock translated by P. 8. Duponceau, 

reviewed, 1. 
Weston, Stephen, his translation of the 

Miao.t8^» an imperial poem, by Hlen- 

Lung, 296. 
White, Hcniy Kirke, remains of, by Bo- 

bert Southev, 73. 
Whitehaven, tox chase in the streets o( 

212. 
Wieland, by C. B. Brown, 408. 
Wren, sir Christopher, anecdote of, 211. 
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